29, Palace Strcet,
London.
30001
| L8th Jamwmary, 1937
i (Diet. 17.2.37)
11106 |

Deaxr Douglas,

thougl: it is
montly of Tebruary.

L T T R

1 recoived an application from the Trustees of the wnglish
League Tor refund of the balance of the mnoney which they subseribed
for the purpose of starting the Schools. Lg this was a voluntary
" gesture on their part I do not see that anything can he done except
return them whaitever is due. as T could not geb hold of you I
borrowed a cheque and made out the cherue in their favour for the
sum of S26.58.1. This is the difference between the total balance
available in the Bank and the amount subscribed from otherp sources
wiich so far as I can estimate was £30.35.0. 4 cheque Tor this
latter amount will be paid to vyou in dne course.

G % B H F oI 0w R O T G P oC R LI S,

tonight and shall only be in L .ndon
morning but a letter to my Office

I am going off to Scotl:
for a few ninutes on Wednea
will alwaye find me,

’:‘! RN

+ith kind regards and best wshes For the success of your
sfforts,
T am,
Tours sincerely,
K. ®. Stokes.

“ u
LD COMEITTEE POR THE TAZATION OF LAWD VALURS 1D, 5
T

London, §.4.1

HERREY GEORGE SCHO0L OF SOCTAL SCITHCE

94 Petty France,
London, S.7.1

19th Januvary 1937

R. K, Gtokes, Hzqg.,
29 Palace Street,
London, S.%.1

Dear 3btokes,

Thank yeu for your letter of vesterdaey. I am sorry that I must
sharply disapgree with what has been done.

Hrst of all, I know of no reason entltling the trustess of the
inglish League to requirs the balance of the noney given to the
3chool toe be repaid to them. Iy view ia that this money, having
been paid into the School's banking account bsesme the nroperty of



Ze
the School. ‘

Secondly, with all respect to you I cannot adnit that you had
any aubiority of any kind to deal with thisg matter. The Tempovary
Committee has ceased to exist, and no nember of it as such hag any
powar. The Temporary Cormittce brought the Board of Jovernors
into existence, and that is oneo of the objects for which it was
appointed. Viith the coming into existence of tho Board of
gGovernors all the functions and powers of the Temporary Commlttee
passed Lo theuw. _

If therefore the Trustecs of the English League desired to
have the money repaid to then they should have made application to
the Governors. I leave aside, for the noment, whether they had
any right to make such sn application except upon the express
authority of the English League and whethor such authority was
gsought o given.

Lorcover, it is not unfair bo point out to you that the
Exceoutive Comalttee of the Board of Governors, acting uwndor tie
powers of rwanagoment econferred upon them by the Governors, decided
to close the present banking account and to opon a new one 2t the
lHdland Tonk, 22 Victoria Strect, which is more convenient to this
office. In pursuance of that resclution I wrote to ilr, Hildreth
ag one of the persons entitlsed to opsrate upon the bhankting account
and as Lreasurer to the Tenporary Committee, informing him of this
decision and asking hinm to sign a chogue made payable to the
Schoel and crossed for the amount of the balance in tho bank in
order that it should be paid into the new banking account. I
also askoed him to get the signature of :r. Berems to this as
chegues require two signaturcs. He wrote Lo me asking for the
minute of the Bxecutive Cormitbee and I supplied him with this.

He glsc said:"I cannot guitc asce why 1t is nccessary te issue a
cheque For payment to the 3chool for money which already bolongs

to them' . To which I replied that if he kupew of any botter methed
of carrying out the resolution I would have no objection to that
nothod being adopted.

You will obgerve that in this therc was no suggestion about
any clain by the English League or its trustees, but on the
econtrary the c¢lear shtatement that the momey belonged to the School.

I muat therefore say that I consider this whole transaction
to be vrong and irrcgular. I do not know what representations
Bey have . bosn nmode to yonr, and I need hardly asy thet I do not.
think that you intended to bring about an unfortunate state of
af{aira, but I and the Govermnors are now faced wlith o deplorable
situation.

Yours sincerely,
F. €+ R. Douglas

P.3. It may bo well to add, although thig has nothing to do with
the meryits of the matter, that the figures you give do not appsar
to tally with the information given to the Temporary Commilttee and
the Governors.



Degar .. Douglas,

reply toyours of ths 1lith inst re chegues - I cannobt quite
sec why Lt ia necessary to issue 2 cheque for payment Lo the
School of meoney which already belongs to them - Couwld you oblige
me by sending an extract of the minutes deciding this,.

3

Un receipt,l will pass the chegue on Lo .ir. Berens.
Yours sincerely,
W.H.Hilfreth

HENKY GEORGE SCHOOL OF 300IAL SCIsnch

94 Pebtty france,
London, S.W.l
15th Jaruvary 1937
fire e il. Hildreth,
Broclkswood,
Gurncy Court Hoad,
T. Albans.

Dear lr. Hildreth,

Thanlk you for your letiser of yesterday. The reaolufion of
the Zzecutive Commiittee regarding the banking account was: “It
waz recgolved that the present banking account at the Westminster
Bank Tavistock Square be closed and that a new banking account be
opened at the Hidland Bank, 22 Victoria Street, and that cheques
or other instruments operating on this account be signed by any
two of the following: W. R. Lester, "ilfrid Harrison, and I'.C,R.
Douglasg",

L you know of any bstter menusr of carrying out this resolu-
tion than that suggested (which I mentioned to you also in ny
lettor of the lat inst.) I will have no objection, but T showld
be glad to have this matter dealt with as quiekly as possible.

Yours sincerely,
F.C.R.Doupglag

Brockswood,
Gurney Court ioad,
S3t. Albansg,
Jany 19th 1937
Dear :r. Douglas,

With reference to yours of the 15th inst. I learnt on Saturday
that Iir. 3tokes, as Chairmen of the Temporary Committee has issued
& further chegque againgt the aceount and that £66.12.1 doos not

now repraezent the balance,

T heve aignﬁd tha encl oagd chaspun o snwvs Binme bhak in wiay of

a4y



the foet that it will require altering before proscniation,
T an returning it to you ws [¥. Borens will not wish to sign the
cheqgue Tor the amount 1t stonds Tor ot preasent.

Yours sincerely,

W, . @ildreth

F. C. f. Douglas, Hsq., l.4.,
94 Potty France,
London, S. W, 1

HENRY GEORGE SCHOOL OF 30CIAL SCIENCE

94 Pebty FPrance,
London, 5. W,1

2let Januvary 1837

flpe e 2ildretih,
Brocksawood,
wmey Court lioad,
S3t. aAlbans.
Dear .. Hildreth,
I an in receipt of your letter of 19th imst. I do not gather
whether you were consulbed or whether you offered any observations

upon the very strange transaction which you refer to. 1 therefore
malkte no comment upon it in relation to yourself.

T note you say that you have signed the chegue "to save time®,
but as it could not now operatc unless altered and initialled I
am unable to see the saving of time.

Youras faithfully,

T
4

. C. le Douglag



