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A Land Chest

From other cities than Los Angeles, comes the
ominous warning that Community Chests and
other charitable organizations are paying out
their last dollars to aid the destitute and unem-
ployed. When these funds are exhausted, suffer-
ing will become acute unless new measures can

be found to meet the situation.

" Mr. Manchester Boddy, Los Angeles newspa-
er publisher, comes forward with the suggestion
‘of a community Jand chest. “The project would
provide parcels of land, from half an acre to two
acre farms, for thousands of families with de-
fiated incomes,” the publisher explained. “Land
is the mother of ail wealth. Our population is
huddied together in an overcrowded city, and we
have between 100,000 and 116,000 unemployed,
vet all about us are thousands of acres of idle

- land.”

Why should any community, any state, any
nation ever have an unemployment problem on
its hands as Iong as it has unused land within its
boundaries? Whether an anthropomorphic God
created the earth for man’s special benefit, or na-
ture, through the long process of evolution, de-
veloped the genus homo along linés similar to
other animals, and like them born to scratch a

living from the soil—whatever the cause or pur-.

pose of his creation, if man is to make a living at
all, he must make it from and on the earth, itself.
‘The moon or the other planets wont do—too in-
accessible.

No man can labor at digging a ditch or build-
ing a house or keeping books or selling collar but-
tons or broiling hot dogs unless he uses land.
There is not space in this little paper to trace
each of these occupations through all its connec-
tions with the soil, but surely that isn’t necessary.
. " it were possible for the population of the earth
“.__o increase so rapidly and to such an extent that
every square foot was occupied and being used,

and still the babies came, then we would have a
problem on our hands. But as long as there is
plenty of acreage to be used for farms and gar-
dens, ample space within towns and cities for
building homes and stores and offices as they may
be needed, as long as the actual surface of. the
earth is larger than will ever be needed to supply
human wants, .where is your problem? What
would you think of a cow that stood in the mid-
dle of a meadow and balled because she was-hun-
gry when she stood knee-deep in clover? Her
labor would consist in putting her head down and
opening and closing her mouth according to cer-
tain physiclogical rules. And wouldn’t she be a
fool not to do it? '

Man must do a little more than open and close
his mouth to obtain a living, unless he is a poli-
tician, but whatever method he employs, he will
use land directly in tilling the soil or raising
stock, or he will use it indirectly through the
products of the soil, which may come to him as
raw materials like lumber or metals or wool or
cotton, or as finished articles like typewriters or
adding machines or equipment of various kinds.

The All Year Club of Southern California has
spent thousands of dollars telling Eastern folks
about the pleasures, advantages and bencfits of
this corner of their country. According to these
Californifa Boosters, all who come here will find
themselves standing knee-deep in clover, as it
were. To a certain extent they are right. The
goil is fertile, the climate isn’t bad, there are many
advantages that nature provided without consult-
ing anybody, and she makes only one charge to.
all comers. If you would make a living in this
pleasant land, whether you be black or white or
brown or yellow, whether you are tall or short or
fat or lean, if you would gather wealth from na-
ture'’s storehouse, you must work. You can't get
off the Sunset Limited, unpack your trunk, and
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expect ‘the strawberries to jump into your hand.

Nature siys strawhesries must be cultivated, and -

if you don't care to do it yourself, you may work
at something else and exchange the product of
your labor for the berries that someone else culti-
vated. T '

That is all that nature has to say about the
matter, but men don’t like to pay nature’s price,
so they are everlastingly trying to get others to
provide them.with strawberries for which they
pay with the product of another man’s labor.
The men, and women, too, who have come to
California, have not been playing the game ac-
cording to nature’s rules, They have been trying
to garner riches without working for them, and
that procedure has left some of the population
gtanding knee-deep in clover and crying with
hunger.

When I was a child and went with other chil- " |

dren into the fields to gather violets, we often
espied ‘a particulatly fine plant full of blossoms
while we were busily picking violets from a plant
near by. To prevent some other child from run-
ning off with the prize, we would merely point
to it and cry “dibbs on that one,” and that phrase
was law. We could then proceed as leisurely as
we liked, even stopping to gather from several
plants before beginning work on the one that had
attracted our attention, No child would dare to
touch it so long as we had used the magic words.
Absurd? What about the people who have come
to California and are not content to possess only
as much land as they can use, but must look about
them for the choice spots that others will want
to use, must use if they are to live here at all, and
cried, “dibbs on that one” Their course of action
is a little more technical, more firmly bound with
red tape, but in the eyes of nature, who demands
labor, and labor alone, in exchange for her stores,
it must look quite as silly as our childish formal-
ity, sillier, in fact, for we children did get around
to our violet plant within a short time and
“ysed™ it L

These men and women have no intention of
using all this land that they have laid claim to.
They ‘did not produce it with their labor, but the
money that is paid to them either as rentals or
selling price can be exchanged for the products
of other men’s labor, and that is as near as we
can come to chattel slavery under the-citcum-
stances—and a very good substitute it is, too; but
what is the result? :

The State of California is the second largest in
the Union, and as Mr. Boddy says, “all about us
are thousands of acres of idle land.” There is
enough idle land in California to support many
times the number of people -that are here, yet
thousands of men are unable.to make a living in
this great natural store house. The land on which
they would labor as farmers or clerks .or carpen-

ters or whatnot, ail belongs 6 somebody else, to
some one who is holding it idle until the price
goes up.

Mr. Boddy is right in wanting to make land

available for the unemployed, and if he will srudy

the matter a little more, he will see the necessity
of changing our tax laws so ‘that this will be the
natural situation, and not an atbitrarily estab-
lished “land chest™ to help us through a ceisis.

. ¢#=Nature has provided a “land chest” for every

man and woman born into this world. I is man
who has made a mess of things by claiming more
than his share,. by making his neighbor pay him
for working in the store house that was meant for
all. Until this situation is changed, we will con-
tinue to feed through charity some who are stand-
ing knee-deep ini clover.

HOME OWNERSHIP
Tast month our Washington friend, “Labor,”
added its voice to the plea. for a kttle common
sense in solving this problem of home ownership:
In an editorial “Labor” says: “Quite: probably,
the proposed plan of Federal home discount banks
will lower the cost of home financing, though
there is grave reason tofear that the real cstate
interests will take up any slack created 'in thir™
manner. ) . 5\
“One of the organizations supporting the plan ™
complains that real estate prices are low because
of lack of credit; plainly implying that such: prices
will boom if the credit 1s supplied. Jacking ugp the
price of a lot isa. poor way.to.help a man build &
homz.” R
“Labor™ is right. Any plan designed-to stimu?
late home building will fail of its real purpose i
less it includes measures that will prevent the land
speculator from reaping all the benfit. Letus jeap
all the intervening causes and-say that real estate
prices are low. hecause of lack of buyers. Any
plan of financing that will stimulate Buying will
naturally send the-price of real estate up, and it:
will be difficult for Federal home discount. banks
or any credit systems to keep step with the rising
price of the lots upon which these homes st
stand. - - o e :
~“Labor” closes iits editorial by saying: “When
workers have - steady - employment at reasonable

" wages, no one:will need to preach at them to owil’

their homes. They will attend io that {or them»
gelves.™ - o o U e .

It would seém; then, that the government, and
siich economists as lend their:sapport to the plang
are trying to:solve the problem from the wrong
end. Someé measure that would release. idle land
and provide jobs for men: with an increase of
wages ahd buying power. would do more o stime
late home building ‘than -all the financing any
credit syétems in the world, and would not defeat
its own purpose by raising the price of lots.
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\HIGH TAXES OR HIGH DOLLARS -

»: Georce H: Dureoe.

" [Tax Facts is opposed to wasteful expenditures
whether by private citizens or public bodies.
When tax money is not economically spent, it is
an economic loss' which. everyone should oppose.
We believe, however, that. taxes-wisely and ef-
ficiently spent for proper,public purposes usually
add more to the permanent wealth of the commu-

nity than like amourits spent by individuals, and -

s0 we were interestéd i a récent address by Mr.
E.Holthy Myers regarding governmental expéndi-
tures, and we asked Mr. ‘George, Dunlop, who is
known to nearly all ‘of “us as” quite ‘a student of
tax matters and public’ spending; to ‘write us an
article along the same lines—here it is:* °

: ‘ © 7 Eorrorl].

What was:it that. caused the business depres-
sion?. Was it the increasing burden of taxation
or was it the increasing value of the dollar, with
its concommitant fall in the general price level,
that disorganized the business world? o

For fifteen years following the outbreak of the
World War, practically the whole world was on
-~ paper money basis, resulting’ in a correspond-
gly high price level. With the recent attempted
.. .eturn to the-gald standard by the leading nations
of the world, the general price level tended to fall
back to the 1913 level. This fall in the price level
has been far more disastrous to business than has
been the tax burden. . - _ -
- England affords:-an interesting example.- Six
months ago she gave up her gold standard and
thus cheapened the value of the English pound
about twenty-five per cent.. Since then. she-has
been more prosperous.  Did she: reduce her taxes
at this same time? - No.~ On the .contrary she
raised them. . All:this s very confusing to the
argument that high taxes are the chief cause of
the bus;'ness-'depression; - N

There are ccofiomists and financiers who claim
that the. dollar can be adé cheaper, the general
price level raised, and the binkrupting burden of
debt - beé lightened, without the United States
havisig té abandon the gold standard.. These sug-
gestions should be thoroughly looked into.

" Coming back to the question of high taxes, the
lesser of the two evils we are-disciissing, of course
taxes ate much too high-—particularly the fedetal
taxes: Over $2,500,000,000 of federal: taxes,-
aboit: two-thirds -of the total federal takes, are
being spent each year for war purposes; past,
present and future. This is a.good:deal for what
we get in return. Tf local taxes are high, at least
e have-some riew! streéts, school houses, fire en-
.. _me houses, Jails; ‘hospitals; “etc;, ‘to ~show ~for

them. We don’t séeti” to have miuek to show for
otir expenses, direct or indireet, due to the World

.
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War., At leasttwo générations will have to pay
high taxes because of that unhappy event. But
can we afford to wreck-onr local governments
with inadequate financial support because the fed-
eralpovernment. is forced: to levy such burden:
some taxes. DO g SRRy

Al let us-not-forget that, -badeas-high taxes:
may be for business, they are not as bad us the
ginking- of prices back to ‘the 1913 level. High
dollars are an even wotsé burden than high taxes.”

' WE DIVIDE THE LOAF

The acceptance of the six-hour day and the
five-day week is urged as.one wiy out of our un-
employment difficulty. This would allow employ-
ers to keep more mert on the pay rofl, but since.
the falling: off of consumptiori-has left so little in
the hands of-most employets, there is not much
to be “passed on td efnployees. It means dividing
the loaf into smaller and smaller pieces. -~ - -

- Any artificial regulation 'of working daye and

working heours, like most ‘rules that are set up-ar-
bitrarily, will probably result in almost as much
harm as good, Whatever their immediate result,
such rules ‘will have no: lasting or salutary effect:
for the reasofi that they: do not touch the root of
the trouble. One’ objection ‘to Socialism is that it
involves-too much regulation. S
'We Americans don’t like to be told. We don’t
want anybody to tell us how long or how hard we
must work, and we would chafe under such re-
strictions whether they were imposed by a govern«
ment or an individual or the force-of circum-
stances. Open up theinatural opportunities to
Ebor and let each of  us decide for himself
whether he wants to work long and industriously
and amass many possessions, or.take life more
leisurely and philosophically; ' leading :the: book-
loaf-and-thou sort of existence. ~ ...~ -
Let it be understood. from thé start, that all
these regulations are to be ‘temporary, ‘merely
serving to pull us through this ciisis—if they will.
Meanwhile, let us keép our thoughts steadily on
thie main objective, the frecing of labor and ‘capt-
tal, alike, from:the stranglehold of monopoly and
privilege; o oo o o

It is-niot really A'tax bill. 'It's a vacuum cleaner. —
New - York-Sim. o st T e e )
““Ford -Has placed an eight-cylinder_car on the market.
Lizzie, meet Octavia—Thomaston Times. . .

~¥ou can gave: a life inIndia for- $1.35. You can
save. oné in America by. just blowing your horn.—Los
Angeles Record.. = - T

It is-announced by the stylists that ‘blue will be the
predominant color this spring: As if we didn’t know.—
Thomastori {Ga.)- Times. - - T
" “There's- # bright side. After, warching ‘gteat minds
combat the depression you shomld be-id of your infe-

riority complex.—Denton Record-Chronicle. ..
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THE FUTILE GESTURE

After reading a sample copy of Tax Facts, a
man in Chicago writes: “It, of course, will: be

practically impossible to levy all tazes on the:

basis of benefits received, for the simple reason
that until we change the whole organization of
our society, there will be any number of people
who could not possibly pay on that basis, and

levying a tax that cannot be paid, is, of course, a.

futile gesture.” Very futile, indeed, say the as-
sessors of forty-eight states who have been vainly
trying to devise some plan that will enable them
to find out just how much personal property peo-

ple do own. Church members and atheists, alike,.

lie like pirates when the assessors begin to ask
questions, till these servants of the law are at their
wits' end to know how to discover the taxable
personal wealth that is hidden away at the oppor-
tune moment. .

Levying a tax that cannot be collected is, cer;
tainly, a futile gesture, and one that might well
‘be dispensed with.. The personal property tax
should be relegated to the museum along with
other ancient relics. Qur friend in Chicago
doesn’t see how we can “levy all taxes on the
basis of benefits received.” Neither do we. We
wouldn’t even try. The phrase, “all taxes,” we
suppose, is meant to include the personal prop:
erty tax, taxes on improvements, taxes on land
values, taxes on intangibles, fees, licenses, fran-
chises and any others that we may have omitted:

Much confusion arises when we fail to distin-
guish between land and the products of labor.
Nature produced one;man made the other. Could
there possibly be a greater difference in the nature
of two things? Consider land in a class by itself
and put the other things, personal property, im-
provements, stocks and bonds, etc., in another
sroup—and forget it. Why should we try to
levy 2 tax on them according to the benefits they
receive from government when they don’t receive
any? As a town grows, it increases its services to
its citizens in the form of public schools, police
and fire departments, librarfes and so on. What
is it that increases in value as these services grow?
Has the oldest house in town steadily increased

in value with the growth and development of
these services? Dioes personal property, Turniture,
automobiles, radios, clothes, jewelry, increase in
value as the town grows; ot is a Frigidaire or a
one carat diamond worth just as much in Gopher
Prairie as it is in Chicago? When Mr. Ford turns
out an automohbile, it is priced at so much F. O. B.
Detroit. It makes no difference whether it goes to
a big city or to a nine o'clock town.

There is only one thing that does receive bene-
fit from services of vovernment and increase in
value accordingly—land.. Groceries may  be
cheaper in a large city than in a small town, they
usually are, but how about building lots? Where
i the most expensive land in the United States?
Why? Why should people pay such exharbitant
rents to use office space in lower Manhattan?
Weil probably they think they can earn more
there than they could on cheaper land on the
outskirts of Yonkers. The benefits that society as
a whole confers upan its individual members
through organized gowernment, through social in-
tercourse, through all group activities can be en-
joved only by people who live within the limits
of that community, state or nation. And the value
of the land they occupy is the value of the benefit
they receive. This walue is the product of the~
group as a whole and consequently belongs to th
group. It is that factor in the production and dis
tribution of wealth that economists call “rent.”
This “rent,” since.it was created by the commu-
nity,” is. what we propose to collect to pay for
these services of government.

To levy a tax on the value of land according to
the benefit that it receives from government is
both practical and possible. There is no dispute
about the fact that lots on State Street, Chicago,
are worth more-than those that lie barely within
the city limits. Itis true that speculation in land
has inflated land value wherever it amounts to
anything at all. If this value, or rent, were col-
lected for the public treasury, instead of for pri-
vate pockets, speculation would cease, and values
would assume a more normal relationship to so-
cial needs and social benefits. .

We do not need to “‘change the whole organ-
ization of our society” in order to adjust cur tax
system and place it on a scientific basis. We could
use the same organization that we have now, but
to much better effect.

We all pay this “rent” now, but only a small
portion goes into the public treasury. The bulk of
it goes into private pockets, and to make up for
this loss, governments must levy all sorts of taxes,
without thyme or reason, in order to pay their
bills. Cut these bills down ever so much, and the

‘public will still be paying twice for the sany

services—once to the government in the form {
taxes, and again to private individuals in the form-
of rent and selling price of land.
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