ve a Man Security That He
and He
gy HEWRY GEORGE

Extracts from Chapter I, Book Vi of TEFrogress snd Poveriy”

z recognition of individual propriztorship of land is 1he denial of the natural
vights of other individvab—it & 2 wrong which must show Hself i the negritabie
division of wealth,  For ss labor cannet produce without the wse of laad, the desial
of the equal right to the use of Tend Is necessarily the denial
of the right of Isbor to ils own produce. 1) one man can
command the land upon whith others must fabor, he can
appropriaie 1he produce of iheir labor as the price of his
permission o shor. The fundamental law of nalure, that
her enjoyment by man shsll be conseguent unon his exertion,
s thus vielaied, The ome recetves without prodiucing; the
sther produses without recoiving, The one is vnjustly en-
iched: the others are rohbe To this fundsmentsl wrong
Fe have traced the unjust disiribution of weallh which iz
separating modem seciety into the very rich and the very
‘ poor. Ii i continuous increase of rent—the price that
fabor is compelled 1o pay tor the we of land, which strips the many of the wealth
they justly earn, to pile it up in the hands of the few, whe do nothing to sarn it

Why should they who suffer from thi injustice hesitate for one moment to SWECR
i oaway? Whe are the land holders that fhey should thus be permitted 1o reap
where they have not sown?
“onsider for a moment the uiter absurdily of the tit by which we permit to he
grovely passed from John Dee to Richard Res the mght exclusively to possess the
earth, giving absolute dominion as agaipst all others. In Califormin aur lang titles
go back to the Supreme Government of Mexico, who took from the Spanish King,
whao took from the Pope, when he by o stroke of the pen divided lands vet to he
discovered betwesn the Spanish or Portnguese—-or if vou please they rest upon con-
guest, In the Eastern States theyv go back to tresiies with Indianz and grants from
English Kings; In Loulstana to the (Government of France; in Florida o the Govern.
ment of Spain; while in England they e back to the Norman conquerors, Every-
where, not to a right which obliges, bui to a force which compels. And when a tifle
rests but on force, no complaint can be made when force annuls it Whenever ihe
peeple. having the power, chosse to annul those Hiles, no oblection can be made in
the name of justice. There have existed wen who bad the power to hold or to give
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exclusive possession of portions of the sarth’s surface, but when and where did
there exist the human being who had the rghe?

The right to exclusive ownership of anyibing of human production is clear. No
matier how many the hands through which i has passed, tlere was, at the begin-
ning of the line, humsn labor—some ome who, having procured or produced @ by
his exertions, had to it a clesr title as against all the rest of manking, and which
could justly pass from one te another by sale or gift. Bui at the end oi what
string of conveyances or granis can be shown or suppesed a like title to any part
of the material universe? To improvements such an original title can be shown;
bet it i a tlle only o the improvements, and aot to the land itsel. if I clear a
forest, drain a swamp, or Al a morass, all 1 can justly claim i the value given by
these exerifons.  They give me no right to the land iftself, no claim other than to my
equal share with every other member of the commubity in the value which is
added ic¢ # by the growth of the community.

Fias the first comer at a banguet the right fo twn back all the chairs and claim
that none of the other guests shall partake of the food provided, except a3 they
make torms with him?  Does the Arst man who presents a ticket at the door of a
theater, and passes in, acquirs by his priority the right to shut the doors and have
the performance go on for bim alone? Does the first passenger who enters g rail-
road ¢ar obtain the right Lo scatter his baggage over all the seats and compel the
passengers who come i after him to stand ap?

CHAPTER I1.

There is nothing strange in the fact that, in spite of the enormous increase in
productive power which this century has wiinessed, and which is still zeing on, the
wages of labor in the lower and wider strata of industry should everywhere tend
to the wages of slavery—just enough to keep the Iaborer in working condition. For
the ownership of the land on which and from which a man must five is virtually the
ownership of the man himself, and in acknowledging -the right of some individnals
to the exchusive use and enfoyment of the earth, we condemn other individuals to
slavery as fully and as completely as though we had formally made them chatiels.

Personal liberiy—ihat is fo say, the liberty to move about—is everywhere con-
ceded, while of political and legal fneguality there are in the United Stiates ne
vestiges, and in the most backward civilized countries but few. Bul ihe greal cause
of imequality remains, aund s manifesting itself in the wnequal disteibution of
wealth, The essence of slavery i3 that it takes from the laborer all he produces
save enough o support 2n animal existence, and to this minfmum the wages of free
izber, under existing conditions, unmistakably tend. Whatever be the increase of
productive power, rent steadily tends to swallow up the gain, and more than

the gain. .
_ ‘ CHAPTER IV,

Thirly thousand men have legal power to expel the whole population from five-
sixths of the British Islands, and the vast majority of the BEritish people have no
right whaiever to their native land save to walk the streets or tradge the roads. To
them may be fittingly applied the words of a Tribune of the Roman people:

“Hem of Rome,” said Tiberius Gracchus—“men of Rome, you are called the lords

-of the world, vei have no vight 1o a square foot of its soil!  The wild beasts have

their dens, but the soldiers of Italy heve only water and airl”

The result has, perhaps, been more marked in England than anywhere else, but
the tendency is observable everywhere, having gone further in England owing to
circumstances which have developed it with greater rapidity.

CHAPTER I, BOOK 2.

Tt is an axiom of statesmenship, which the successful founders of fyranny have
understood and acted upon—that great changes can best be brought about under
old forms. We, who would free mon, should heed the same truth. If is the
natural method. When nature woukd make a bigher type, she takes a lower one
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PMow, insomuch as the tazation of rent, ar
crepsed just as we abolish oiber taxes, we may gzui £
form by proposing—

T zholish all taxation seve thas :f{:{»?z Fsedd walues,

We Must Make Land Comimon Propertyv

What the Single Tax Movement is most in heed of is moral courags; coulrags b0
stand for the principles of Henry Cleorge; courage to stand with that feasless keader
and say “We must make land common property™; courage fo repeat with bim “That
private propeviy in hand is a bold, bare, enurmous wrong like that of chatiel slav-
ery.” Mothing is to he gained by tﬁlhil‘o‘ bankers and leuber of commerce !..mdn..
how conservative the zle Tax Is and how the exemption of buildings from tax-
ation will beaefit land owners. '
enomgh to explain that the Single Tax will combing the advaniage of
: fand with the jusiice of its common ownersiip.  But et us not
iry to gain favor by seeking to be respectable in the sves of these o whom the

ﬁgk Tsx & merely an intellectual cult, ELuke North had the tight policy. He
appesled 1o the crowd to demand a2 Irce earth—Mow. The large vote al two eleo-
tions was 2 great moral victory, We want faith, work and moral tourage.

Henry George and Luke MNesth both believed with Ewmerson that God will not
have Fis work made manifest by cowards, Let those who can rontent themselves
with stapping the meonster of Landlordism on the wrist do so. O, if they would

tliy be in-
: provosition into praciical

g6 50 far as to cul a Hitle of his tall off with a pen-kaife we v:-“ill nol ghiect, But
e i}r@{[}r to use an ax. We intend to cut his tail off just behind his ears. Bt it
requires faith, work and meral cousage—W. L, R
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Fae People of the State of California do Fn
A pew section to be km}wn as 5 tifm é%

ioas follow
is bereby ac‘sdﬁd ro Article

For the fiscal vear berinning Jufv . 1823, 5
state, county, mnmugni and district, shall be
;rrc:pi:mn"a of improvemenis lhere on; provic

3 Seetions 11, 13 and Ll
scted the wreby ;) provide at this s
aiom from charging for s
shall be used only for operatin,
the scquisition of other uiilitics.

The intent of this Single Tux amendement is to prevent the holding of isnd out of
use for apeculation and te apply (he Tand values which the communily crostes to
commiunity purposes. .

Al ﬂ)rzs&}lmi@na] provisions and Jaws b confiict hevewiih are hereby repealed,

A copy of the above Bl keft by Luke North, wl to M. W L. Boss,
of Phala;idpbm, Pa., whn, s ng the he copturer, 1= leav his
foriner ooctpation in Phiiadeiph and will be hore in jum, to throw In his ot
with us, and to assume the Chairpmnship of the Califormia Great Advesture, Hic
Indorsenent, as follows, comes just in thme for publicstion.

safter, all public revenues,
ion <)f 1}_16._! vithge of land
mikm ‘fnd ‘

or of ’i“he (;I‘id,i ﬁ'&éwmturv'

mlw angd ab] dewlomd bv Luke ’\Jmah d“.lf! Ay dmproved in the wording by i
Tudge Ryckman to prevent wrong interpretatio 3 Mnpaive, the old
friend and advizor of bith Henry Georze and pproves of no back-
ward step and T am sure the suppoiters of The Grent Advebture are pracifcally
cnsnimous for the bill as it slands. No other hill yet proposed is as geod, I the
present bill were no betfer than awy other 1 should say submit # as 2 token of love

and esteem in honor of the memory of Luke Morth whe folled, suffered and died

in the rause of the land for the people. Lot us at least show ihis seall mensure

of gratitude for the work he did so well.

Fours very bruly,

(Big) W. L. ROSS
Philadelphia, April 4, 101%,
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