By ENTERPRISE

Income Tax, Poll Tax:
Road Tax, Hospital Tax,
Property Tax, Site Tax,
and Personal Tax are just a

few of the countless taxes,”
which we all must pay re<

gularly in order to live in
a civilized society. ‘“There
will always be death and
taxes,” somebody has re-
marked, commenting upon
the two curses on maﬁi-
kind,
We cannot do anything
about the first but we can
always do something about
the second. We pay taxes
in return for the warious
benefits we get from the
ingtitution  of the state,
They are a payment for the
protection, the dispensing
of the justice, the medical
facilities, the schools and
colleges, the unemployment
rédhief and the countless
cther benefits the modern
siate provides for its citi-
zens. . '
And with the increase.
in these facilities, the taxas -
too, have risen. Now wh
have reached a stage where
pay so many taxes that we

do not even kndw the num-"

ber of times when we. pay
them. There are Direct
Taxes that we pay direet to
the government and the In-
direct Taxes that we pay
in the form of Import Ex-

port Duties, increased pri--

ces of imported goods and
gervices.

It was this problem of
many taxes and untold mi-
sery amongst vastly in-
creased wealth that led a
thoughtful American, Hen-

ry George tc propose a nov--

el remedy to replace - all

“heen
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A TAX TO END ALL TAXES

. Jese different thxes with

one, single tax.
In his masterpiece, PRO-

‘GRESS AND POVERTY,
Henry George writes: “It
is true that wealth has

been greatly increased, and
the average of comfort,
leisure, and refinement has
raised; but thege
gaing are not general. In
them the lowest class do
not share. . . . But.. . .
wherever the forces are
anything like fully utiliz-
ed large classes are main-
tained by charity or live on
the verge of recourse to it;
amid the greatest accumla-
tions of wealth, men die of
starvation, and puny
fants suckle
while everywhers the greed
of gain, the worship of
wealth, shows the foree of
the fear of want. The pro-,
mised land flies before us
like the mirage.”

" To end this want amidst
plenty, Henry George sug-

‘gested that all land should

just one tax-on the land.
All land is treated as com-
mon property and is nsed
as soon as there was a need

for it. This is not possible

when land is held as pri-
vate property because .the
owner is allowed to prevent

others from what he can-
not or willi not use or im-

prove himself..

Is it necessary to confis-
cate land to achieve this?
No. Henry George out-
lines a more practical, pea-
ceful and legs shocking me-

“thod. This entails the abo-

lition of all taxes-except
on land values. By this
even the present land tifles

. land;

in-
dry breasts;-

-goods,
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would remain unaffected
and the land would become
common in reality:

~In thig Utopia, there is
only one-tax the tax on
Iznd. This tax is the easi-
est o collect as nobody
can hide or carry away

ment can be easily made;
2nd is the cheapest to col-
lect as there is only one tax
to coliset. It also conforms

:more closely with justice
the landlord does not add

anything to the stock while
the wage sarner has creat-

‘ed something and to tax
-hig wages would be o take

away what Is rightfnlly
his. _
The wealth which is the

teturn for the use of land

belongs tc the community
a8 a whole since it is not
produced by the individual.
It is produced by the soci-
ety as a whole, and there-

fore justly belongs to the-

scviety., Hence it should be
taken away for the benefit
of the society in the form
«f a tax.

- If a taxis leviled on any
vommodity, then the pro-
ducer passes on that tax
to the consumer :n the
form of higher prices. Will
ihe game thing peeus with
a tax on land =f proposed
Ly Henry George. This
suswer is ‘No’ for a variety
of reasons. Firstly, it
does not increase the rent
of land. Secondly, it does
rot reduce the supply of
land. Thirdly, it does not
reduce the supply the
Fourthly, the per-
gon who pays the tax on
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its value and asses-

-rent cannot pass it on to
somebody else.

Hence to all the present
Jills of the modern world,
the enequal distribution of
wealth, the apalling pove-
rty and squalor which sur-
vives besides the luxurious
life of the millionaires we
have but onz solution—
impose the single tax on
Jland values.

Why is it not imposed?
‘Simply because of a large
and powerful class all over
i the worid, the landiords,
‘who are interested in keep-
ing down taxes on land.
And almost all other taxes
‘are paid by the consumer,
in a way in which he hard-
_ly notices that he is paying
and in such smali amounts

" that he does not notice

therm.

The removal of the igno-
rance of the masses in not.
irealizing the benefits which
will result by such a tax
and the tenacity of the
most powerfu! class - the
landlords - in holding on to
the present system have
caused the present dilem-

ma.

Let the people know the
real, and the single
tax, and we will soon see
the many hundreds of
taxes being swept away.
Lei there be light and the
masses - the voters - will
enforce this system. Let
the people know — and
justice will prevail.

just
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