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Introduqtiqn

’

The apprentice student is embarrassed by the unlimited mumber and

which impels him %o infestigéte is also a handicap until he learns %o
control and direct his investigation. However, the exigencies of life
act as a controlling factor; and, the limitations of time and money}act
directly to'ipflueﬁce choice in the field of invéstigation.‘ |

"Implicit in all social science study is the study of soclal orgaﬁ—
ization. Fbr, unless we are concerngd with the habits of a hermit or
récluse, we cannoct stﬁdy men save ih his réiéﬁionsﬁips to his fellows.

7 Buf, social organization is of itself a vast field covering the
whole range of human organizations from the family ‘o the nation, and
even the world by reasoﬁ of the bonds of cormunication which tie it <o~
gether. It would be 2 physical iﬁpossibility for a single investigator
to carry on an iﬁdegendent gtudy of the wofld social organizaiion. At
nbest teams of investigators can devote their attention 1o only one phase
or aspect of world social qrganizations.

Thus the solitary iﬁvestigator faces the problem of meking his
choice within five limitations: spatial, temporal, financial, interest
and personal capacitys By virtue of his voluntary choice of a depart-
'meﬁt it may be presumed that the interests of the student are the same

as those of the department. The scholars with whom this writer is asso-—

e



ciated hold as their primsry interest voluntary sceial crganizations;

own volition in the belief that the actions of the group will bring a-
beuf some change or improvement in.the COndiﬁions of life. ‘ ;
- Within -t srex of interest there are organizabions of mmny com— —
plexions, functioné end aims. Agaiﬁ, lacking a professorially directed
Qhoice? the student finds an embarrassingly rich field. Shall he study
e small neighbofhood ZTroup, arnationrwi&e organizatioﬁ, an internstion®
al organizetion? Shall he sﬁudy political parties? Garden clubs?
Crime preveﬁtion groups? Trade or Labor unions? Neighborhcod uplift
socities? The volition of the student is guide& by bias.

My own bias is that the lay membgrs of & social.ac£ion group ought
to hafe some fundamental knowledge of economics and socizl philesophy.
I believe that the men who wishes to improve the conditions of his
-cormmumnity can be more-effective it conéequent with his sécial action
activities he tskes part in a group devoted to the study of the theo-
retical_contribuﬁions of gocial philosophers. OSuch groups exis?d
_throughout the literate world. I doubt that there is a social phil-
osophy which is not studied avocationally by groupé meeﬁihg outside .
the sacred precincts of a formal univefsity. '

The particular group I have selected for this study is the Henry
George School of Social Scienca. Since the Henry George School is in-
ternational in scope, and I am subject to the limitations mentioned
above, the fecal point of the studj shall be the School in Chicago.

Every inguiry has a purpose or metive. And, when the prime mo-
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-
tivation is curiosity, that curiosity must be rationalized. The pur- -
pose of this 1nqu1ry, then, is to study the nature of a voluntary org—

anlzatlon. what stlmulates the men who form it, and what goal is envis-—

aged? Yet, it is more than mere satiation of cur1031ty, it is slso to

For, unless he participates in society, how can he know it?
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Origin of the SBchool

The Henrv Beorge Schocl of Social Science is named after Henry

 George (1839-1897), one of the most colorful and influential figuree

of the nineteenth century. His influence was felt by such men a8

Leo Tolstoy in Russia, Dr. Sun Yat-Sen in China; and here at home by
éuch luminaries as Df. John Deway, Nicholas Murray Butler, Clarence
Darrow. The full é%tent of George's influence %ould require a doc-—
ted, although the thesis of Dr. George R.

e Al amd o P S,
oral thesis to be apprecia

Geiger (The Philosophy of Henry George, Macﬁillan‘Co., N. Yo, 1933)

" gives fair indication of the nature of the influence.
g

In 1879 Henry George completed the manuscript.of Progress and
7 2 P

Poverty, which waa published by D. Appleton & Co., N. Y. in 1880.

?rogress and Poverty had a pepularity unpreécedented by books on eco-

nomics and sociology. In the cheap paper~bound editions it outsold

_the popular novels of the day. Henry George, Jr. estimates (The Life

of Henry George, Robt. Schalkenburg Foundation, Ne Y. 1943) that

ébout two millicn copiles ﬁere sold By the time of George's death in

1897.

The era which received Progress and Poverty, and the subsequent

works of Henry George, was characterized by social unrest and industrial
. : )

upheavals. It was the day of the Irish Revolution abroad, and the Grange

and Knights of labor at home. Here was a men who spoke not in vague

generalities, bul one who defined justice and showed the specific means



by which it is denied.

itical an? socizl movements throushout the world. Descripticns of

these movements can be found in Arthur Kichols Young, The Single Tax

Movement- in-the United States- (Frineeton University Eress, 1916}

Today, with the excepiion of Pittsburgh, Femnnsylvania, it is doubtful

whether any "Single Tax" pelitical movement exisis in the U. 3., while

-3

in fngland, Australia, Denmerk and a few other couniries there are yet
political parties bzsed on the fiscal reforms recormmended by Henry
Gecrge.

Even durinzg the 1lifetime of lenry George, 1t was feld that polit-
icel achion could not sccomplisgh the aims of the philosophy. And, In
e staies, "Sccial

hapter of Sceial Problems, Henry

reform is not te be secured bv ncise and shouting; br complaints and de-

nunciations; b the formation of parties, or the meking of revclutions;

That

but by the awskening of thought and the progress of ideas..... natl op-

presses the masses is their own iznorance, their own short-sightednsss.”

It is edueation, not polities, that is the heope of mankind. Zub man is

an irrationsl, emotional animel, and having found the panacea to cure \

A
hie social ills he seeks %o administer “he remedy through the exercise
07 power -— the political means. -

The glamor of the political arens is so fascinating that few men
are able ic see beyond the mement; but, these few do exist. They exist-

ed then —- the visicnaries, the 'impractical dreamers'. Aind what dreams?



There were those who dreamt ol lecture halls and study zroups where the

EN 84

whole vhilesovhy of George would be taught. 4nd, ithere were those who

censidered the Jeorgeisi system of thought the foundation of a sclence

of society and would build a vniversity devoted to inguiry inic social

nroblems.
One of these dreazmers was Oscar . Jeiger, a Mew York fur trader
and thiloscohical inguirer. Ais early as 1896, Jeiger, who was then 23

‘e gzlled this excur-—

by

vears cld, atterpted to make the dream a reality.
sion "The Progress Club%. it its height trere were 135 students, bul,
lecking financial suppori, i%i soon collapsed. Aifter that, Zeiger's act-
vities in the movement were mainly lecturing and writinz. Bul whether
he lectured in & hall or on = street corner, there were no visible re-
sults. Conssguently he delivered a paper before the Hew York State
Single Tax Leagus conference in Suffalo in September 1914, vrzing the

formation of "Reading Circles® as the only way to spread the teaching

U

- ]

of Henrvy George. The paner is included in the biograrhiecal sketch of

Oscar H. Ceiger, A Seed Was Sown, by Robert Clancy (Henry Zeorge School

- .r

of Social Science; T. Y., 1952).

19351 the dream was more persisient. Jcgseph Dazna Miller, editor
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Land and Freedom (¥ew York), offered o Jeiger th

0
i

a8 a headguartsrs. Prom here the School was launched. Robert Clancy

gives January 1, 1952 as ﬁhe founding date of the lHenry Ceorge School of
Social Science. The first class wes announced by mail and held in Jan-~
uary, 19%2. At the becimminz of 1933, eighiy-four students enrciled for

the basic course using Freogress and Povertv as e text.




Cn April 15, 199&, an Adviscry Committee of prominent Georgeists

1 a1

medL, and steps were taken to incorporate the 3chool. A board of Lrusiees

was elechted. A&nd, on Septermber 15, 19%2 ithe 3chool was zranted z prov-
3 by k] =)

HIE S

igicnal charter "{o maintain schools znd lecture Tforums for the purpose

of teaching fundamenial economics and sceial vhilosovhy” by the Univer-

=

sityr o the State of Wew York. Tive years laueﬂ an %Dsoluﬁe Ct

Cscar H. Jeiger passed away orn June 29, 1934; bub the school he had
established did net pass with him. The students who had come e Csecar

. A T 3 1 .
ed on the wori he had begun.

;_l.

Geiger to lezrn became the teachers wne carr

Trom a simple irming in ¥ew York; the Schoel socn srread o many of

o
<

he mzjor cities o the world.

tiy

"Outsgide o New Yorik,' wrote Frank Chederov (Zducating for a Free

s Commentator, Teb., 1941), "the educaiticnal fever
andist and political methods
a forlorn hope, had gquit cormpletely. It was hard to learn the mew way.

or many vezrs the Pollowers of George were recoznized by their boring
sincerety; one could a2lmest recognize the "incient Fariner" lock in

their eyes as thev proceeded to expound to innccent bysitanders. Iow

they were expected calmly and objsctively to lead their quizsical stu-

‘“§
’,.]l
O

iong of terme to irrefutable econonm

and trzinsd new hteachers.”
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The 5School in Chicaso

The Henry George Foundation of America held a convention in Chicago
in 193%. A4t this convention Leonard 7. Recker, executive vice-president
John 3. Swift Co., approached Henrv L. T. _1deman and vrged him to

conduct a class in political economy under the direction of the Henry

Gecrze School of Social Science./

To open and teach the 3chool's Ffirst cless in Chicago In 1934,
with ne sdvance publicity, wook & great desl of faith in the
sublic's zeal for knowledge. 4And to oven it amidsi cloudy
counternances and nzlcontent ruvterings took courage. Bul Henry
L. 7. Tideman kept the discussion lively enough to bring the
crowd back for more. The itask zhead appezared no easier when he
learn ' g

uhe men who had orgsnized the class by wavi*lrv the unﬂd
of %he Fear of want over the hesds of the hapless "slaves.”
zut the Duture de=xn of the Chicaze extension carried on and weon

P-¥

friends as well as a nuclear teaching staff.

z
were worn by depression era erploy-
i

. Ny . . S | 0 -
Thus bezins the lezd article of the Cctober, 194&, issue of the Henry

@

George News reporting the proceedings of the national conference of the
Henry Zeorgze Scheool in Chicago in July 194E. 1In +the same issue Henry

Le T. Tidemen embarked upen 2 new carreer, that of & columniet in this

the first two years, the headguarters of the Scheol was where

ever Henry L. T. Tideman havrened to be. It is noteworthy, however, that

clasces were held each quarierly term since 721l 1934, The »rometional

work during this time, and until its dissolution, was carried on by




Tn v Henry L. T. Tideman, Ix-
- . .= . . - . - L.
tensicn S tary, and Iathen Hillmen, President; Chicage Charter of tue
3 Y

Henrvy Zeorge Fellowshin was sent to Mr. Zrossman, Donald Xann, Gustave

¥. Carus, Ctio Cu’Tﬁan, ¥iss Yarzaret Haley, Wiley ¥

Hillman, Judge ¥illiem H. Holly, ¥ax ¥. Yorshak, Trancis Heilson, Col.

Jiector %. Rule, George ¥. 3trachan, J. H. Tru e‘ove, Faurice D. |

-

B. Locris, calling a meeiins on Twesday, 3eptember 29, $:15 P. K. at din-

ner in Henrieils Resturant, 71 #. Randeolsh 5%., te discuss incorvorating

agreed unon:/

1. That a corvoration be formed not-for-nrofit, under the laws
Illincis to carry cn the work of inhe Schoel, to have the name:
The Hemry Jeorge Schocl of Social Science, Chicazo Ixtension.

12t this corporation hmave 15 Lrustees.

1]
v
;’ﬁ

Picers be elected:

cesesess. Hiram 2. Loomis
cesesreeratiley ¥ricnt ¥ills
veeesseseeaustave K, Carus
eeeeeeaaaiax M, Horshak

A charter was issued by the Secretary of the State of Illinois on

Ociober 15, 1930 inccrporating the Schocel not—For-profit

g -

o Ca

schools and lecture forums For the purpose of teaching fundsmenial eco-
nemics and soeizl philesophy.”

At a meetins held on Ccteber 10, 1938, the itrusiees considered and
accepted the offer of the Consumer's HRecovery League, the Sinzle T

e %$23.00 ter month

ck
o2
[
g
I
o’
<
i

Leasue, and the Fenry Zecrze Fellowship

* L —_— L e 3 hd L 3 1 R R ER
gach o cover rent Tor & headouariters For the Schicel, on the sitinulntion
< . = -~ et
2. GCorporate recerds
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Tr 1944, John ¥onroe, director of the Chicare extension, compiled
“he following figures ‘or a graphic demonsiration of the Schoolls

growsh

£ -

gradustes in opening term of sach gehool year

Uomparison o

. £, Fai e o £ ik
gince the fired oclaszs in 1854

1055 33 6 ss7 i3g - 13g Mg
0% 21 - 9l 58 190 008 195

1941 343 Vi 45
205 o0 207 o5k 507

. §nd_f0x Tl épeﬁimg.(ﬁallj'ﬁermiof 19%6, 710 é%udenﬁa snrolled in iﬁ+_‘
classeé.in.chidago and suburbs. o | -

i.Nb gﬁﬁdent.ﬁés ever dﬁargéd a Pee to take'an§ of the coursse éfféf~
éé_b% tha Schéol; ﬁnd,:ail ﬁéaching was dene by vgiuniesrs serving with-
out pay. in,additipng éil;#iasa léqaﬁidng'ﬁere.domateﬁﬁ Classss were

1

‘held in Parki?ield-houses, YMCis, churches, libraries, offices, homes.
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University of Clmncinnatti were durd

An Active Member

Louis La Fortune is typlcal in meny respects of the active

of the Henry Gecrge Schoel. The nature of the present study dees not
warreant a2 statistical index. Within the framework of this study, ny
choice of a typlceal active wember is a shrewd gusss afler acule obser-—
vaticn.

Mr. Le Fortune is in his early

othars in those days he worked 4o helﬁ out at home, and to pay his way
thro college. Louds la Fortune tock his degres in Chemiesl Enginesring.

During the latter '50a ¥r. La Fertune worked asz chemist for John
i

Lueas & Cowg paint manufactursrs, Gibsboro,
terested in The cobperative movemerndt thru an Eriscovalisn minister. nd

gomsvmers cobp for the

with The Tfachtory

o

town of goms G000 populetion. The codp atore was operated twe or three

evenings and Saturday each wesk with voluniteer help. Bub demands from

the members that the store be opersted full business hours resulied in

digolving the cobp because it could not pay wages to & clerk and remain
solvent.
Tring the 19080%z Mr. La Fortune overated a dry cleaning plant

in Chicaro. and it was in a drug store window mesr his shop that DLouls

Lo Tortune sew a poster announcinr o clase in fundsmental ecenomics to

be neld in Columbus Park eld House. 7This wso in the Pall of 1940,

and the slogan that term was "Be four Own Econeomist.! Here was an op—
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Portune saw o similsr wester in another neizbornwoed slore.

o, . s B e % < SRR R S
fraa courss in sconomics.  DBulb vazue vndefined curlosity of

A . - £ E O T P N S E A - ES
the ation seeker. It was rather the curiosity o one whe gecks to

exneriencs

=1

[N

b

1]

e
H

1o shirmaletiog

- s

of Furdamental ecornomic

ard soclial vhilosophny.

e course in fundswental economics provided stimulus to further

z - hg b Hm
Trwn B=ll.  In the

!
o
-f
o
o
3
e}
]
js)
j 1)
o
[
o
]
o
A
[4]
Frrmad
[
o
m
")

v prineiples of international trade, and
socinl problems.
Tharing the three terma of study, ¥r. and Yrs. la fortune becems

i *

sersonal friende with Miss Cec 11 ¢ Sowherd, the instrucioress of the

coursss in fundsmental sconcries, and scisn-e of political econcmy.
¥r. Ta Jortume also visited the School headgquarters at )6 . Clark 5%.
to become aCQuaini@d,with John Yonree, director, and Mrs. Jessie
Metteson, then re”'ﬂt? r of* the School.
e e : R i a

Afber the Spring term, Mr. Lo fortune was insctive Zor a boul a
year- He then resumed visiting the School headouarters. And soom
he found himoolf devoiing his morings to making calls with John Honroce

on prespects for the programs in the 001mefca and Indu“try DIT*ulona

In the Fall of 1952, Mr. Monroe asked Louls Le. Forﬁune to make uhe



1=

hilons

from @00 o 500

Ia Sortune volunteers to conducted two.

wam the cisss at Mr. le Fortuns'e home

improved snough o

EX T

o'cloari-but after supper, Fr.

or three cousrses each week. I3

i iE

T atbendoad durd
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v
. Conclugion

The Henry CGeorge School of Social Science is a free assoclation

of men and women who believe that many of our social ills can be cured

by open discussion of econdmic principles end ethics.  *t attracts to

to receive but sbmethihg to give.
Historically there has been a transition frqﬁzpoiitical achicn
to proSeleﬁizingrthru study of the works of Henry George to the present

O . B R L e L o r LTS Uty . e S o 7 3 sen 4 214 ' 3
metnoas o InqUulries 1nes Wie HATUre or economics and ethics. Durlng

the entire history'of.the associations which have culminated into the

" society known as the Henry George School one enigma has pursued those

who ars active, "Why dces a discussion of ethics cause a violent reaction.”

It woula seem somehow that some perscns afe congenitally unable to
consider any peositive program invelving justice, while others consider -
all things in terms of their concepis of justice. The'coﬁpept of-justice
held by the Henry George School is that of the prophets of the Old Test-
ament and Jesus of the New Testament. But jﬁsﬁice doos nat admit com
pelling anyone to conform to a particulgr mode.of éction;Or thinkings
and it ié‘this:that many reject. rIt-is those who would follow s posiive
program of justice ﬁﬁat the Scho§1 séeks. | o

Henry George proposed sociai reform by education. In disociating
itself from political action groups, the ﬁenry George School follows
the aims and methods of the man whose name it bears. The man who seeks
a power base would Find himself in a treadmill in this.society that be-

lieves every man is capable of thinking and aciing forwhiﬁsslf.



