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15 PRAHRAN SIHKING?

PLANNERS PONDER IT8 PLEIGHT.

The city of Prahran, three milex south-east of
the G.P.O., Melbourne, was created in 18556, With an
aren of 2520 acres. it includes Armadsale, Hawkesburn,
South Yarra and Windsor, as well ag a large part of
the exclusive residential suburb of Toorak.

Tts population i now over 65,000, it was valued
at B3 4230000 in 1047-43, when Prahran counciliors.
using the long-discredited system of annual value rat-
ing, raised a revenue of #£155442  Penallty rating on
o bitidings s the practice at Prabran.

Thirty vears ago the elite of Melbourne shopped
in Prahran’s famous CThanel Street; the city locked
as it it would Sourish indefinitely. But the early
promise wag not felfilled.  Todasy huge unfinishad
buildihgs stand waiting for the expansion that was
planned. Chapel Strest, whose emporioms once ai-
tracted hali Melbourne, is only a shadow of its Tormer
glory. Fast electric trains to Melbourne and change!
routes of electrified trams have a bearing on th
matter. But on valuable land there are congeésted
divers industries, while in “depressed” areas people
are herded inte “blighted” houses. ¥Yet in Toorak
long frontages are freguent and Annval Valus muoni-
cipal rates are a bonus for inadeguate utilization. Fov
it transpires that the density of houses varies from
1.4 per acre in paris of Toeorak io more than 8 per

per acre in “depressed” areas.
Sevenn out of ten houses in Prahvan are over 285
vears old; 32 per cent. of all the dwellings ave

tantinl repairs
and n

dilapidated, or in need of repairs. Sub:
are prombtly followed by re-valualion

rise in

rates.
Flanners Given a Chance
Prahran counciliors becams worried.

ity (Architecture, Psychology and Social Scienced,
and gave them a grant of £24,300 to conduct a survey.
The terms of reference have not been disclosed.

Staft and students in these Departments spent
sizx. months in coliecting information, inferviewing
people, and making obgservations. Statistics oh chureh
attendance  were colleeted, enterisinment  fpcoilities
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resdlubicn o do ohis was not oan idle

GO o K L belleved that poverly was 2
orime u@mu e onature had npol been niggardly, bhut
5 ¢ el niem&f for ail, In "The Crime ol Poveriy”

s b poverly must he o common one,
»of the form of government, pov-
ail countries. He found this com-
approprintion by ihe few ol that
ment that all must have avcess to i1 they

denosuncing land monopoly George met 'Il%‘i‘(‘{‘
This did not trouble him, bui the apaihy
people did. This is evi~ent from the Hustea-
dves In “Proteclion of Free Trade”™ of the bull
the Tope about m‘ :;t, e until he was unable
i the rich grass all around him,  This lustes
Won might well be applied tU many wealth producers
Loday. imipf- of demanding access o natural op-
oriunities and working for greater freedom they de-
nded all kinds of palliatives and restrictions which
1erely fastened additional parasites on their backs.

Renlising that men could not be driven to free-
dom, Henry George tried lo lead them. He smamined
orthodox political economy and refected many of its
theorvies. e exposed the fallagy that Capital em-
pioyed Labor and advanced the wages of labor, and
showed thai produciion was always the mother of
wages. He rejected the Malthusian theory that popu-
Iation pressed upon subsistence, and showed how
man by his knowledge and inventions overcaimme the
*:ersure by ingreasing production.  He investigated
e Law of Rent, and showed how rent rises with the
wering of the margin of production, and that wages
respondingly fell with the lower margin. He show-
t when land was heid out of use the effect was
e the margin back, thus increasing rent and ds-
crensing wages and interest,

i reach

g
i
I7)

George’s study of tbe bGLMl pmci 3] 196
and shelter from mother snarth anrl
iml of these things could only he secured
free use of the earth. He found that opporiur
ties b0 produce were lmited by artificial means. People
wanted work and the things which work produced
while the land on which their labor sould be employed

3 4 idie or only partly used. He saw that the
demanding attention was to explain why in
- soclely we had want amidst abundance. This
me probiem conironts modern society, and the solu-
tion can only be found in the philosophy of Hewnry

thint prod b1
by the

L‘ii’ underlying [iincip!fas of Georg-
sree saw that everyvone was bormn
e dife, lberty and the pursuit of
these ;'1:2;111,5 carvied with them a

Iand.
besides (*pww had glimpsed this truth
Lo fiim io wnfold the true relationship
> lapor gquestion.  George made it clear

ohis to lend did not mean parcelling out
inoeqial portions, as some had susgested. -
pion did not make for social jnstice. Cesrtain




PEI

OTE eliiel’ heo
desirable
3t 0f gres
n‘mdb

clear there w

Loy (lu'm s In the manner
equal tig could be »Hmml ny B0y mea

done by the simple
pases.  He
Hmi .(‘nd : , v by the |
tign of the Law of Competition couid (ts value
termined.

H ¢ zaw ths
:i Lo and
% ’w i, per a
penditure WOl
f,veljg« one
with the best zit

se could
rent 1or puz} ic ou

saw thai

L cariain land wii
Poon it s

3 Hikie other
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Law of Competition indicaied the premium

were prepared to pay to have the usive o

of the more favoured sites.  When ihis pre dgen 3 over g
rent. was taken for public puarposes and u G O ¥ ooipe ol gl T o Who Snt ¢ to o fine repast

the cost of public works and social s 5. IEte”  Lanvened by D 1 was ably seconded
wan done to all gections of the community. By oo . of tho B ol omhert workers Tor

Thogse living in the areas adiscent io
services or where productivity was high, wonid
the hirhest ameount of rent into the public
and other oce unants would have thelr payments
according to henefits recsived from social
In this manner those on less favoured siles
compensated for the di;i-abili‘ry they
through the payment of a lower vené the
of eqaahb« of opportunity was assured to all

Henry George showed that rent was sufficient
meet the cost of all NECESSARY governmeni,
segquently there was no need for the taxes levied on - :
wages. or on the necessities of life. He showed that . .. con for (1o LeIMpGIaTy recession
a policy of this nature would lower the cogi of ) m@d for
duction, thereby encourage production and
ment to the Dllest extent, wdm*e the oost
and give all wealth producers ihe Jull earnin
their lahor, He also made 13 cleav that the apy
tion of his principles would put an end io war.

rent wend into the public treasury theve w:mld Tig
desire on the part of priviieged inbterssts to “grab” Eindr as 1 the
the natar sourees of any other couniry, 05 Very

1 eVeryone
ik that the
e over-

I Honyy

HORLE DOW
vt

glions of

moval of tariffs, guotas, embargoes, curreney marnl AVE ; 161 i e
lation, and all other vesbrictions from trade would oo 1 ‘ N sustralia sub L. aounlries,

duce pezece and goodwill amdng the nalions of

worid, ingtead of the strife engendersd by present

restrictive policies. H SE don was delivers

When George discovered the remedy (01 3¢ : :
ills he set fortn to preach it. He addressed mneetings e ususl | gy atet dtsserialion and
n and ﬁiéx!i“ha In 1857 he S ) ii{uma sl m the

in U.8.A, Greaft Brital 3
stood for the Californian Igt ture but was not sue- 1o refepring 0T hapior, CHow
cessful, In 1888 he wag nominsted as candidale tor A } i 3 ; el 'ﬁu;gz! SO -
the Mavoralty of New Ymh He polled 83,110 votes, the heret althiisin ?:1:1{%(3%:_;’
or about 8000 more than was polled by Theodors ad bivih control, as a means of over-coming
Roosevelt, who was one of the candidates. ’ Fren s : ; :
His last fight was one for seeial o at the
strain of the campaign proved teo much 10‘r hyirvn, @l
he died, s he probably would have wished (o dig, in
a struggle to realize the principles he held dear
Henry George gave lo the world a number of
splendid books dealing with all phases of the principles
he expounded.  No bookshelf should be withouwd them,
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the funetion,
with Georgiang they

‘},nd he m;;ﬂn "i,.l'l‘ci.i} oy
would realize how impoy i owas b0 serapn curlend
political ang econoudc hambug if the nations were
not to be destroyed.  For their benefit he used ihe
most imporvianld of the master’s Eslz;(‘mnm and strongly
condemned land 1 trade monopolies, the existence
of which caused the
present time,
TEhe Ladies”
who deait comn

: provosed by Mro A, Schubert
: zrsmﬂ% with the indispensable co-
operation of the | of the League to further ths
propagation of our principles; the npames of many
famous women Drom Mrs, George and Anns Gearge
de Milie to our present day co-workers were mentioned.
Spectal irlbute was paid o the liadies of the local
Branch whe do s0 much towards ensuring the success

of our annual fanciion. Their enthusissm in ghe
battie for a just social system was not expended on

one anpnual commemcoration, bot maintained its high
level always,

“Plonesrs of the Movemesnt”
ered Dy Mr. H. J, Samopson.
sidered spsech the speaker traced the individual opera-
tions m‘ men who realised the iniguity of oprivate
cwnership of iland, dating so far back as Lo the Land
giver of the Israclites, Moses. Amone those mentioned
were the Physicorats of France, Dove, and many gthers.
He then dealt with ihe cohesion of some greal minds
unger the leadersiip of Henry George, who became
the more modern pionecrs of the movement. He an-
Pealed to all present not $0 sy unseifish sacrifices of
the ploneers to become nullified by our careless apathy,
but for each to beecome monthly diseiplez, and follow
in their focistens,

In his closing

was very ably deliv-
Puring a carefully con-

remarks the President expressed

thanks for the attention paid to the speeches, and
baid tribute te the speakevs and Secretary.  He aiso

urged peonle to resd the lterature of Henry Georpge
atd other authors whose books were on display and
for sale,

The evening was a fine sucoess, subsvri;‘:i‘iﬁm Wers
gathered in and an appreciable guantity of Hierature
soid and distributed,

HAMILTON CITY
Prevelops Uader Bite Value Bating

I 1944 the citizens of Hamilton deceided by their
votes at a poll to change to fthe site-value rating
system,  Sinece then there hags been marked increasge
in the rate of development of this Town., The tembo
of development Is Iodeated in itseli by the rise of
the Town {0 City status 1 ears alier the change.

The most tanginle evidence of developiment in any
municipality of course is bnilding activity. Statistics
o1 bhis ars noi ravailable in provincial centres
as they in the melrepelitan areas where building

permits are regulariy tabulaied and publshed in the
State Year Books, Efforts have been made Lo obtain
statistics di

act from the council concerned but pres-
sure ¢f demmands for oth and statl shorfages
preventing  collection of gures have been
ferred 1o by the municipal

-

B Heptamiber, 1580,
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permits

s
v frem

However, um aal datn
gives an idea of the growtl
as recorded by the records
torate and Comimonweallh
These figures are given below:

i
raritedd
iven-

in4ag,

ithe
af the State Bulldin

Statis

iclan  since

Mew Buildings Altevaiions
Dwellings Criaer and sdditions
Period B, Yatug No, Mo ‘,a 0
1946 July-Toec. 38 44 Q5% 18
1847 Year

53 74,354 e i

548 Year 50 LB08 1 0G0 i
1543 Yeur 540 141 470 B 20350 a5

Comparisons of the vaiues
menl prior o sie-value rating

not avai >
S0 -

thie dwelling construction numerically can oo
pared. The State year books show that ihe total

numiber of dwellings ingcreassed from 1313 i 1936-37

to 1652 in 1943-44.

Thus over the eight vear period before the changs
in rating systermn the dwelilng construction totalied
138, As dwelling consiruction ceased in 1942 during
the critical stages of the war it iz reasonable o oop-
sider fhis growth ag that over six normal buildip
vears Instead of eighl giving an average pre site-
value raling growth ol 23 per annum.

Comparing the development above it will be seen
that since changing to the site-value raling basis the
awelling construction rate has doubled in any of
ihe yvears above and nearly gquadrupled in the last
year. 1i i3 Important o note, (00, the recent growth
in ‘other buildings” and ﬂtewmmm and additions”
The record is impressive and confirms the claims of
cur supporiers that ihe exemption of improvements
from local or state taxation does find people reapon-
sive and releases the springs of prodoction.

We commend the experience of Hamiiton io
majority of our Boroughs and Towns which
ing the going heavy with a local ta
that works to favor decadence.

EETTER TO BIGHT BON. B G,

[har Sir,

e
arve find-
xafion system

MENZIES

i duly
Treasom

communication of 3rd inst. The
pogition ot fnor 1 L‘Z UEY 000 TRy
¢ e shows that your Government 15 vnable
take any but a sup izl scl and short-sighted wview of the
matter, very much _l_ilu that of that remarkable fadividead, che
Australian,

recerved  vour
awven for the
I3 UBCONVINGIE

s to the fmportance,
any other ndustry,
war, all of Australi
atd, would not have
that your Covernment
friends as well a5 cur enemies,

i tne of war, of o local raven, or
it should ke obvious that, 0 the recen
wdd mdu«t:‘u without
<hale, it wouald
¥ sntually  dHsgus
Then, where shall we be?

Amﬁ; 1

I have also the avthority of Sir Frank Clarke for savine
that the Auvstralian customs tarift 15 contrary 1o the prine
Bad down ine the Atlantie Charter, a charter accepted in time
when we were ready 0 agree tw ;m}:t.hmfg,_ i only our
precious sking could be saved. It is the old story - “When the
Jewl was 1417 ete

I“!if

of war,

ALPRED THODEY,
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GENEHAL COUNCIL FOR HATING REFORM

At ils Iast meeting the General Council for Rating
Heform considered the programme of prospective rat-
ing polls for next year and the possibility of reversion
plls being demanded in several districts this vear.

it decided to make an appeal to supporters of
rating veform for donations to enable effective assis-
tance o be glven in any of the districis needing it

We commend the appeal to our readers and those
desircus of helping should send any coniributions to
the Hon Beerstary, General Council for Rating Re-
form, G PO, Box 3955 G. Melbourne.

DANISH LOCAL ELECTIONS

Biriking Gains of ihe Justice Party

in ihe Danish local elections which fook place on
Marciz 14, Betsidrbundet (the Justice Unien) scored
SUCCRESEs whlf 1 bave not only surprized and gratified
its adherents, but have astonished the other parties
and the press as well

First as to ihe Borough 919(%1(”% In the Metro-
polis and in the 38 Provincial Towns, where candidates
wers put upk, 50 seals were .,imtuzed, Leing a net gain
of 49, These seats include 8 in the Copenhagen City
Coupcil, and the rest were soread over 23 other
boroughs. In 47 of the 8% provingial towns, the Jus-
tice Union did not stand.

County and Parish Ceouncils. Twenty of the 25
Counties were contested and 12 seats were secured-
net gain, 10 seats. Members of the Pardy stood zlsc
i 60 of the small and very numerocus Parishes and
on these councils some 80 seals were secured — thay
is, mo favr as couni can be made from the reports
given in Heisforbundet’s journal Vejen Frem.

By the Increase in the number of voies cast, which
are given for the boroughs and counties, the growth
of public support for the Justice Union's pelicy is
sarticularly striking. At the 1850 municipal elec-
tions, the Party put up candidates in 41 of the Bor-
oughs and 26 of the Counties and schisved s tota?
vole of 133860, In the same constituencies, at the
Parbamentary election in 1247, itz vote was 55400,
2 more than 50 per cent. increase in three vears.
Significant also is the comparison between the 1248
and the 1550 municipal eiections. In 1846, the Party
stood in 18 Boroughs and 7 Counties and itz vote thin
and there was 9,190, In the 1950 elections, i vois
in these constituencies rose to 50,490

Th anding of the Justice Union vis-a-vis the
other e utzm ig shown in the feollowing total wvote
given in the 195G elections —

Socialists L 697 500
ate Liberals Co L 404 s6en
vatives .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 37458060

B xal Liberals o o 144800
Justice Uniem .. .. . . . . 133,800
Communists . 5,800
Variong other pdlhm and hsts 51,100

1,883,000

The Conservatives had a considerably incressed
vole, regaining poritions thal wers lost on the pre-

FROGHERSS

VIOUS (K bield their

ground. paity”)
and the .. The
Commu 7?1 t‘ﬂo SH-member
Copenhs Souneil, for example. theiv repre-
sentation e!l imm 11 to 6 and their vots declined |

from 62,800 o 38,108 in the Pr wial Towns they
had a net less of 27 seats and are now represented
in only five of those TUouncils as compared with 23
before the election.

The real “victor,” gensrally ascelaimed as such
Because of the grest preporiionats increases in i3s vote,
was the Justice Union. Its eapture of the six soails
on the Copenhagen Civy Couneil, and with 42,100 voles
where it had not stood before. caused a sensabion.
The newspapers have made much of it although not
&Hk‘{)ut partigan comments that this may be just a
“passing faney” in which volers have indulged, oniy
to swing away on the nexi occaston—bul something
must be allowead Tor 1 solitical envy and the
superior attitude of the Saeptms who smile upon those
they deem Utopian.

A great vally of the Justice Union victors was
held al Parliament Houss on March 26, where more
than 16¢ Counciil attended and spent zome seven
hours upon discussion of municipa! problems.  Typi-
cal was the pubil gtven to this by the Billed Biad,
the Danish counterpart of illustrated papers like
Picture Post and Mustraled in Grest Britain, wherein
were three pages of photographs and much interesting
iptive matier of the Parily which sprung such a
en dally paper “BA7
a contribubion

dese
surprise. And from the Copenh

£

we give the following ¢
of one of s own correspond

the dimelight
this party and

“The Justice Union ha
that manv are asking whas exp
hv what ww?l n'w it antured _
I owou talk ; gribhe for parsly & minube--
B0 maitier on vx‘m* m‘m ab-before the minuie is over
e has ﬂzrmmmwd the mazic wored,
1;/3 nd W Fony
ity mnfL mental iden oo far back in Dianisn

3 in his ovinlon Dermark is the country
which has most ofie red the fand gnestion. In

the time of Canute the Grest and Valdemar the Craat,
“E{fénmw“k wag in that regard o 51‘“? State. The Party
dgims Heventlow, the 1 peasants in
1787, a5 o party member, it Was dcmp io abolish
the bondage 1o the seil was as 111}€.§ni1§z ffomgf”;med with
the changes i
about by me
Born” s
into t
is giv
Parties

bu fi

:and Wu{ i:h@ later HHart-
b, now fransisied and tranzformed
¢ word Grundskyid o definition of which
in the recently pnblished book ‘The Politicsd
by the writer Enud Geddes: —
‘Everyone who disposes over land shall pay its
naturally and socinily ted value fully to the
community.  In that wav the advaniage the land-
haolder has over-the landless will disapnesy and all
ruh:mm w:n! amm thr @mmi in economic condi-
3 the reventies the
duce shaill he osed in




et

apita

AT
YRR

d thei
Dol
FELES

should not
norme ¢

(T +10)
preventing

Wove

by, 10467,

purchase fax virfunlly an
then a 1 16 per
st oper cent. when
es Books by weight ax @

By
=

g%

[

full walue of

De unneg

s0 0 thro
ey \!J,l'tl

[ EHI
noase o

annually to pa
BOCHTNS  engay

Slandard,  July 1350,

5 and then
} Har in-
farm producls
sebion, ihere

IAGUE OF VICTGRIS

Bireet, near
8035, SBeors

HENRY GHOBRGE I

ssell Slresid,
Wiy BOWL

EXsTatriss
vited o obiain pew

Mesting, Tussday, October 3rd. 1950, af

e T

Vel

Cetober  UFth, 1950, at




