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{(URRENT COMMENTS

THE LABOR PARTY SPLIT

The internal conflicts within the Australian Labor
Pariy have now gone so far that it seems inevitable
that two distinet political Labor parties will emerge.
fhe basic trouble has arisen through claims that the
Victorian and M. 8. Wales State executives have been
dominated by a sectarian group. It I3 claimed that
the Labor Groups within the trade unions have been
simnilariy dominated,

Whether these claims be truly based or not i is
nnw clear that there are two clear cut secilons in
the Labor Party and i the unions. The attempt fo
secure dominance of the one or the other will un-
doubtedly weaken the Labor Party. If one or the
other zucceeds in ecapturing the whole machine, it
would be a bad thing for future legislation. It would
mean that the party had become fossilised and ibat
oy departure from the line sei by the dominant
section would mean political extinction.

Dominance by any section is not in the interasts
of the rank and file members. It 18 only possible
by the present system of single member political
constituencies and the pre-sslection of candidates.

Now that this schism has developed within the
fabor ranks it should be pointed out that the adop-
tion of Proportional Representation is the only means
by which the present breach can be healed. Under P.E.
as in Tasmahis there are siz members per electorate.
The Labor Party submits at least four candidates from
which the rank and file Labor supporters choose the
gnes that appeal to them. Under this systepn if there
are sections within the party, each wil! get represented
and in proportion to its following.

Tinder these conditions thers is no pre-selection
in the sense ased in Victoria and N. 8. Wales where a
small coterie within the party select a single candidate
for a seat, and the mass of rank and file supporters
have no choice of candidate bearing their party’s
iabel, That system lends itseif to gerrymandering and
jobbery.

P.H., tco. is the answer within the unions. It
is zndoubted that in many uniens, communists have
secured eontrol which their numerical strength would
not entitle them to do. Tt is also true that the Labor
Groups have broken that control in many cases,

But the same result would foilow under P.E.
without the mers repiacement of dominance by one
section with that of another, Communists would
possibly still secure some representadion, but only in
proportion to their real following -- the Labor Groups
would secure representation in propeortion o their
strength and cothers ocutside either of these would alse
secure representation and preserve the balance of
BOower.

B R. should now he acceptable alzo to the members
of the Liberal and Couniry Pareties. The former
are split inte fwo factions., They may be comiorted
at seeing the disruption within fhe Labor Party, but:
are 1ot able to derive any clear advantage from it
Possibly at no previcus time would the adoplion of
PR by all political parties in Victoris be so acceplable
as NOWw,

ANTI-LIBERAL THADE HESTRICTION

Lawyer O'Snilivan, Menzies Minister for Trade
Restriction and Tariff Taxes booms a hall truth pro-
vided for him by sundry trained economists, thalt ovey
the p five and a half years Ausiralia has had an
“adverse” balance of payments with Britain amounting
2 260G million.

The suppressed half of the truth has been sup-
plied by Mr. T, &, Carter in the “Leader” (22/12/54):
“over the same period we have had fhe following ‘fav-
orgble’ balances with leading wool buying COtries:
Belgium, £9¢ million; France, £260 milion; Xaly, £i0d
million; Japan, 170 million: Total £620 million.”

Mr. Carter coniinues: “I strongly deprecate the
attitude which, apparently, iz becoming widely accep-
ted, That import restrictions are the panaces for many
of the maladies which arise In our economy, particu-
larly with regard o our vital overseas trade.”

“The positive approach is fo place greater eom-
phasis on increasing our exports, and so maintain a
strong flow of the imports whiceh are so essential io

all phases of our industry and commerce”
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Mr. E. B. Donohue, secretary of the School, presen-
ted the first Paper on “Privilege Or Progress?” It ex-
posed the rackets created by iegal privileges, and
showed the amazing and far-reaching effects of some
of them, and how great is the legal robbery made
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SOLDIER SETTLEMENT COMMISSION
SAYS LAND TOO DEAR §OR SETTLEMENT

Melbourne, Wednesday —Present high land valnes
have made it difficult for the Seldler Settlement Comi-
mission toc buv suitable lang for settlement.

This was sfated in the annual report of the com-
mission tabled in the Legislative Assembly today,

The report said that recent good seasolns with &%~
ceptionally high yields and prices had given land-

le
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arepases to appolal a SOMIIsEio 2
toral boundaries, but there are still o be 26 country
and oniy 13 metropolitan districts,

Opn the other hand, the Labor Party has deciared
in favour of the Proportional Representation system

ot yoting, under which there are mu tiple electorates
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stures are .
negaitable that the orgibas “deriand,’
cerms i, should not be banded back so that additional
names could be added, and so aveld the izborious and
really unmecessary job of siarting “de novo.” At
the beginning of the year when rating on the an-

improved value was cariied in the Waitemata County”
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one of the most populous in the country, the rate-
payers of the Bays Borough, though forming a sub-
stantial portion of the petitioners for a poll, wers
excluded from a vote on the issue, as they werg on
the point of being constituted 2 separate borough
From these five bavs (pop. 9,000) has come the Inspira-
tion and drive which during the last three or four
years, organised three petitions and the new Mayor,
B. H. Greville, was one of the most active leaders.

A week after the above victory, pells were held
in two townships of the Manukau County, the other
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large county which lies to the south of Auvckland as

Waltemata lies to the north and west.
Rating on the unimproved value was carried as
follows:
For Agninst
Buckland’'s and Eastern Beaches 453 143
Mangere Bridge . 369 228
The above report was received from Mr. Gseo.

Fowlds,
on their

ICIPALITY

to our New Zealand friends
rating system,

Congratulations
victories for a just municipal

{TAS.}

BPTE VALUE BEATING SURVEY

We give here some briel peinis from the survey wmade by

the Land Values Research Gwoup for the Devonport Junier

Chamber of Conuperce and presenied to the Devenport HMumiei-
gmhtv s indicated in last issze z motion is change de site-
walue rating was defeated at that Councll mesling on the casting
vote of the Warden. A public meeting will be held by the senior
Chamber of Commerce in Mareh to consider the rejection of
the repori and the Research Director hag been imvited to address
the meeting.

Trevonpoirt now rates on Annual Bental value of
land plus improvements. The rates, COMINon Lo the
whole municipality are General RBate ( ). Eoad
Bate (171043, Health Rate {(1id.), Stl‘&‘m Lighting
Rate {3d.), making a fotal of 3/- per £ of A A Value,
for which the site-value equivaiem is 6.226d. In addin-
ion the Water Rate 1/84. appliss to nearly the whole
municipzality and the Sewerage RaLc 10d. to most of
the Town Arves,

Tlevonpori Municipality comprises 27300 acres
and serves a zone of 135000 acres. There were 4,372

rateabls aszessments in the municipality, These comn-
prise 2,988 housing, 117 shop, 114 othey miscellaneous
Luildings, mostly business, and 1,128 holdings of vacant
Iandg. Of the total a renty o owas found 2,251 (58
per cend.) wonld carry rate reductions under sile-value

ing, The number of undevelog tand holdines rep-
cond. of the total assessments E‘é L”sew@

ower rates,
25 upon them
proportion which

ments would cary
ments with building
rates. The
T8 per cent,

Tihe total

and only 727 &
would carry inere
would benefit is

properties which
wonld s > ; ‘jild“f Mte ‘m!gv rating would
he reduc £80.F 6{} down Lo £32,207. This is an
average reduction to hall present iam The remaind
wonld be inereased from 1 toipl £25 9560
o oa new total of J06. The £ by the one
group s directly af 'E.E‘;@ EXDE

The i the
municipality wp@nw upuu “mmn m saplui rnw.si«
ment made by its citizens in buildings and other im-

provemenis on  theilr holdings, To encourage and
aceelerate investment in such improvements is in the
interasts of the local business community which is

dependsnt for its very existence upon such outlay.
The following iable showing the extent of investment
in land and improvements iz therefore significant,

Properties carrving lower Tates on sile value

Vaiue of Sites £6E3,93%

Value of Improvements £3,988.568
Properties  carrying lower rates on  Annual
gysteny:

Value of Sites

Value of Inlpzf}vamems

In the group benefiting on the site-value system

the wvaiue of buildings and other Improvemenis is
siz times that of the sites occupied. For the other
zroup the value in buildings and other Improvements
is less than that of the sites. The average value of
sites in the first group above is £270. The average vatue
Tor the second group is £720.

systern:

Valus

£1,336,320
ELO71,173

3 the toial *prnximmﬂy £89.820 contribuied
in yates Iast year £69.300 fell on the walue of im-
provements and .rml_y 205060 op ihe value of {he

es. This shows 2 most sul
hnz‘@sed direcily on

antial permanent burden
the constructive industries and

the business uommu.ﬂii;y generally. “ft haed Imports
influence in direciing investment into the sterile
holding of under-developsd properiies instead of the
eneticial into buildings, plant andg other
improvern 8.

he report indicated thay the merits of she aller-
r‘;afiw rating systems could be pre-eminenily ;st‘d

by thelr treatment of the homes of the citizens which

in Devonport comprised 20 per cent. of all ass
ments otlier than vacant iand, Of 2,483 resides

T
ssments 2405 would carvy lower rates under site-
value rating; only 578 wonld pay more. The overal:
proportion of homes which would carry lower rates
thirough the changes i 20 ner cent,

Of the 1,128 vacant holdu
provements such as cing snd

e fobos

i~

168 had minor
i had

7, i-!*;g}.

nn bmprovements ab sl Compie
in Devonp vourld pay unds
tivwe annual value Toial rates

sush noldings wndes
£14. 700 comp

sibe-value would be
d withh £3.990 under an
h wounld

OF the 1,888 properties whi N
creased rabes under site-value rating, 116 are owined
by companies, firms or o1 iong where the in-

creased rates would be wplum as business costs not
met by individusals, These coversd 20 per cent, of
the total wvalue held by properiies carryving inecreased
rates. There were a further 114 assessments held by
estates of deceased persons. Upon the remaining
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1,625 losing assessments held by individuals the rates
under site-value would average £24 each compared
with £12 under annual value. It is pointed ouf this
couid not be said to impose hardship on the Individ-
nals concerned since it ig ne more than the average
householder s now paving.

Ii is pointed out that generally owners of nndsr-
developed properties who would pay more under the
site-value system have the obvious remedy of develop-
ing the holdings to give greater earning capacity, in
the knowledge that their expenditure in this develop-
ment would not result in higher rates. If unable or un-
witling to so develop they could sell to advantage 1o
others abie and willing to do so.

The report’s conclusions werg—

s Change to site-value rating would be beneficial
I; would remove inequity in rating between rate-
payers offered the same service by the municipal-
ity., It would spread the costs of municipal
services to ratepayers inn proportion to the value
of the services offered them instead of charging
them according te the extent of their own in-
dustry., It would veduce the tates payable by 38
per cent. of the house owners of Devonport, while
callipg upon vacant lot holders and those with
poerly developed holdings to coniribuie their fair
share towards municipal costs,

& Site-value rate savings in the hands of residsnt
owners would bs spent within the local bosiness
community, whereas a proporbion of the savings
under annual value go to absentes vacant ot or
businsss site owners and are a nett logs to the frad-
ing community, Biimulation fo the making of im-
provemenis by thelr exemption from local taxa-
tion would benefit business operators, asz alse
would the increased nurmber of customers attend-
ing acceleration of bullding development, Indus-
tries couid be more readily aitracted and maln-
tained under the more reasonsble rating levels of
the site-value rating systemn,

municinalily would e more
stable undey site-value raling. BExpenses would b
kept within bounds ag site-value rating wounld
specurage building on the vacant lots within the
area already rved by road, water and sewerag
before extension to outer arsas Involving new
Rovenue of the municipalily
d.ires=f"y cl‘) 1@ GTaws & inore }9&»01%
the
ot of lts services. h{m*d ne>d T
ize they would be 1(‘&‘; e)zv:w ous undeay
aennt eorbi
tb i1 Tuil aimw instead of the incre 1 being con-
centrated upon householders as onder annuad
value rating.

& Finances of ihe

Y

capital expenditure.
would benefit
aple share in
axkenst

PUBLIC ACCEPTANCE OF OUR PRINCIPLEE I8
LIMITED BY WHAT YOU ARE PREPARED TO BO IN
THEIR SUPPORYT.
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FRANCE'S NEW DEAL

Prom the “Examiner,” Launceston (2511543, we
learn that Mr. Mendes-¥France's new deal iy now under
way. Its gudding principle iz neither rigid conbrois
nor enforced aonsterity but the “shock treatment” of
genuine corppetition.

Mr. Mendes-France wanis to break down the pro-
tectionist barrier behing which industry and agri-
culinre have sheltered for years and let 1o the cold
blasts of competition from outside tp blow away the
ecobwebs cluttering up the French machine.

The high prices for food, clothing, household goods
and almost every other commodity, which plague
Frenehmen today, are due in large measurs to anti-
guated manufacturing methods, lack of modern farm
technigques and cambersome marketing procsdurss,

These deficiencies have besn allowed to continue
thirough guantitative trade barriers, wihich simply kept
out cheaper foreigh goods or tariffs, which priced them
as high or higher than the local product.

M. Mendes-France has already cpened the froni-
iers to the free entry of 57 per cent. of all foreign
imperts from Eurcpean countries and has promised to
Boost this Agure to 65 per cent. befors the end of Mov-
ember,

He hopes to raise it scon to the Y5 per cent. laid
down tn the code of the Organisation for FEuropean
Co-Operation, in which France ias long been the weak
iink.

The sudden impact on the ¥French econcimy o
such a policy could have disastrous social consequences

if the Government Fas not prepared o provide a
cushion, This cushion will take the form of large
conyersi funds set aside o help ndustrinlists to
madernt their plants or changs nem ¢ a2 mors

srofitable production,

Tt will provids compensation for those who ars
forces 1o close factories oo decrepit for modernisat
sicn. 13 will provide for the welfare of thoss
emporarily workless through the closuve of
angd their transport to and settlement in
their lahor ean be more productive,

Iactories
eW areas where

He iz avoiding the enormous government ;
of the Boosevelt "New Deal” in the Uniied States and
intends to ent non-productive expenditures and the
subsidies which have fed to today's huze def" its,

zdy he has taken an unpm step in
attacking the alcchol indusiry, o cd by

e r;i" ih( most powerful parlismeniary o m the

. FEincee 1835 the ‘Government T o
drial aloohol distilled  fro fauz"'e';k'w
aphpies and bee - ani i cnown wha
with it except to sell very z“mwn mslzm
costs,  Now Bl Mendes hat the
part of the bees Surpim 1li =] into

vigar, sino 5, a surplug of s " :h
nseful” is preferable to a sorplus of mehol w hiLl"‘ i
not,

{The above is pari ouly of a very initeresting
griicle.  All of which adds up to the fact that France
has turned up a statesman ab last, Given time to
put his poliey into operation he will indeed effect a
transformation. We trust he kas full opportunity to
da it.)

sugar, slnee, he
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usblon in tims

January., Owing

: ; iny the last day iy

previcus recovd of six polls in one  preseniat of peiltions this thme wag Friday 28

. but in addition, Mansfi - iz continuing to get > balance of the

: ; : tation to adopt site-valus rating sl ey and the petition wi i nted next Sep-
by eouncil re on without the nheed for a poll and  tember for a poll in 1956,

it iz likely that further counclis will take this sten be- Those in other places desiring to move for polls

fors the end of June. in 1858 should commerice coliegtion of signatures Now

Cobram Shire was a =urprise, a2 i had not come with a view to presenting theilr petitions as soon as
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31 Clear

hiz own
3 i income
heav y o1 1,11@ }andnhef while
Al eloped land comunletely EHCAD
any nont*‘m *mn althou his proputy is Increas
in walue, Similavly other direct and indire
are found to be paid by those who ars putti
properties to good use while these who hold 1a
escape comupletely.

We therefors propose to concentrate taxation upon
the value of sites held without regard to whether they
are being developed or not and correspondingly to
abolish cther tazes. This would at ones relieve fhose

Ea.
¥

Those inferested in our privciples ave oo~
When sending  thely  subscriptions  for
% ooy the Henry Goeorge League o add
% i,c) mw@ jAls

ed to them monihly our contem

porary, “The Standard,” published by fthe Fr%
Trade and Lend Values League of New South
Wales., This journal contains additional matter
well worth reading. Arrangements will be mads
through the Becretary, Henry George League. 18
George Parade, Melbourne, on reguaest.

ng their
d starile
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Radie Broadcast Session

Condueted weelkly by speakers sf the Hewry
George “Justice” Party from
BADIO STATIONS 3DB & 3LE
Every Bunday at 19 minutes past noen.
LISTEN AND ASK YOUR FRIENDS TO LISTEN
Donations o the Broadeast Fund will be
appreciated,

mnnumuwuwumnawumwﬂnwﬂwaﬂuumnvnsmnnuwmmwmmummu

PRESS PUBLICITY NOTED
Site-Value Rating

0 R WL G S A I G R e e
2 oo e 9 0 O G T R e

Geeleng and Disiriet: “Ceciong Advertiser’” Report, 19/8, (5);
Beport, 21/9, {3); Report Otway Council, 22710, {9); Letters, A
Futchingon, 8711, (9); 18/11, (8): Total, 35 colnmn-inches,
© Bendige and Bistrict: “Bendigo Advertiser,” Report, 18/9,
{103; Rditorial, 20/9, ($); Report Council meeting. on site-valae
rating, 21/9, (42); Real Estaie Assn. comment, ©/5, (Ty; Editorial
2579, (12, Rep{)rt, 13/8, (9 Tetial, 8% volumn.inches.

Glppsland Area:
re Sale Survey, 2048, 1323: 11711, (28); 2713,
3/2/6h, {261 J. ¥ Morris, 12/1/55, (443 Ratevayers'
94/1/55, 116); Report Mafira Council meeting on SV.ER,
(213; Alberton Shire move, 28/10, (91 Sale Ratepayers {eport
28719, (921: Sale Council rate diseussions, 4/11, (530); Sale Rate-
payers’ report, 4710, (3 2713, (24 Sale Council, 2/12, (24);
4;/11, (821 New indusiry, 9712, (1): Total, 356 column-nches.

Malvern: “‘Malvern Amexmser” Feports, 28/10, 18 ; 11716
$10); 25/1), (L 2771, iy 48, (13 137%, 220 East Malvern
Progress,” 4711, (31y: 13731, (93 25711, 1100 3/12, (14); A. B
Maorgan’s council motion. §/12, (15y; 16712, (181 27/1/85, 119);
2/2/85, (14, Total, 261 column-inches,

Other Vicioria: RBeport “Warrnambool Standard” 2078, 9
Lefter . A, Forster., “Now,” Ookobir 54, 14y Brosdmesdows
Poli, “Coburg Courier,” 18/11, (18 “Shepparton News” TepOTE
Cobram  Chamber Coemmerce  sponsoy  petition,  31/31/58, 44
“Heidelvery News™ 4/2/85 leiters A. B, Hutchinson. (12 and
H. . Potlage, | Teial, 64 L(}i‘iﬁmnwi!lthﬁ%

“CGippsland Times,” Lefters, A. Hutchinson
rates

205 re waber

9:;

ch}ﬁ;mv% Thisirict (Tasi: “Rurnie Advocate” Summary of
site-value rating survey of E seareh Group, 8/1Z4, 4381
G/12, (50 1(} 12, 46 11712 Report Counci] meeting Te-
jection, 28714, (14): HEditorial. 23712, 33 Letier I Bl Nab,
a5/12, 13y Letter Al Huin, 5. (90 O AL Forster, 3B
i7r Tetal, 132 eclump-inches.

Girand Toial all plicss above is 923 eolumn-inches

fther Than Rating

FREE TRADY

Lvti‘f_m ¥ Raobinson, Argus,” 8/, 18)
1. D, Burnett, 4 long Adve
2 ('f_l; ‘Laﬁm Fallarat Couri

| <0 Heckley, 22/1%,

i . Ui CRydyes
2y Totak 47 column
LAME %1 UE TAK

advertiser,”” 2/7.
yoate, {Tagy,
wisd ndigo  Advertiser,”
CGepln Advertizer,” 18/11,
55 12y, Toial, &7 notumn-inches,

ryorougi
CRarnie 4

Fand z%;.{esaé.s tostity to the Effect of Site Valus Rating “AS
the new valuaiion no s hgve reees issued you have
provably nmugd that Valuer-Gensrals as nent of the land
has been inersased considerably. Az Iates are caleulated on this
figure it would be unwise to hold the land (vad Aty longer 1
you are not contemplating buﬂdmu in the near fuiure —Agvto

“Daily Telegraph,” Swvdney. 15
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Camberwell North, Vacant bulldineg block adj, No. 4 Parling-
ton st 55 ft. frontage x 140 fi. sold at £32 fi—"Argus,’ M&/7/54.
(Bd. Note: Bubiract what the vendor paid some years &80;
the difference is the “‘uneasrned increment” — unearnsd by the
vendor bui certainly earned by the comimpunilyr.

Laissez Falre—"I have always in my own thoughi summed
up individual lberty and business Hberty, and every other kind
of hberty, in the phrase that is common in the sporting world,
‘A free field and no favor) "—Pres. Woodrow Wilson, 1815,

(Bd, Note: »No favor” is an unpopular proposal. The prac-
tical politician uses public funds to give favors fo claimant pres-
sure groups of votersk,

Weifare State——A sirange ifem in the Victorian Budgst is
a Commonwezlth Pay-roll Tax pavmeni of one and a guarter
million: pounds on State wages.

An odd prineiple, surely. that one Government should tax
another, when both draw their meney from the same pockets
oyrsd

It means that we pay money 1o the Commoenwsalth so that
it ean give the Staie snough te pay its wav plus a little back
o the Commonwealth for the privilege—foward Palmer, “Sun,”
16/8/54

West Melbourne—Land with frontage 230 if. forming Nos.
168-114 Jeffcott st., and depthh of 150 fi. together with WMac-
Pherson’s store and a dealicensed hotel sold for £106000—"5sge”
30/11/584, ’

(Ed. Note-—Allow £1G000 for
value is sbout £11,300 per sg. c¢hn,
(o run g Segondary Industryd.

Spain—-Gur {armers use ploughs of the oid Eoman ype.
To allow nations with modern sguipment (o compete freely with
pur farmers would mean o catastrophe for "’ —Senor Robert,
Spanish Economist in Press cable, 23/5/54.

(Ed. MNote
that home markeis should be exploited by
Prof. J. M. BEevnes held $he same view,
FEaszt Brupswick.—MNos, 308-8-14 1 by 8L,
t.oand 5400 5. B oages Inoa Qistriet zonss
permitys plug bulldings sold for £7,000. ﬁaftu
the value of the bulldings on lha b
or site value sald

{md. Ng
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the bnildings then bhare lang
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—-Fhis trained ecohomist follews the general view
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Mont Exeo 1955, at 645 o,

Members L 15th Mareh, at 8 pan.
HENRY GRORGE JUSTICE PARTY.
Broadeast Session. 308 each Sunday, 1210 pam,

CGieneral Meeting of Members, Priday. 18th March, at 8 pam
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