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Yet who can look about him without seeing that to whatever
cause poverty may be due, it is not due to the niggardliness of na-
ture; without seeing that it is blindness or blasphemy to assume
that the Creator has condemned the masses of men te hard toil for

" a bare living.-—Henry George in “‘Social Problems.”
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THE RIGHT TO WORK

E hear much of the four freedoms—free-

dom of speech, freedom of the press, free-

dom of assembly, freedom of religion. The war
in which we are now engaged is being fought to
preserve those freedoms—and they are worth
fighting for. Our post-war plans are built
around these freedoms—which is as it should be,
But the right to work is infinitely more pre-
cious than any or all of the four freedoms, for

_the right to work is the right to live. We can

live without the freedoms, much as we should
hate to. We cannot live without work, much as
we should like to. :

It is of the highest importance, therefore, that
in this new and better America that we are de-

termined to have after the war, the right to work

shall be assured to all. But before we can pro-
ceed with intelligent planning to that end, we
must have a clear understanding of what it is
that stands between the worker and his job. We
must be able to refute the oft-heard statement
that a large army of permanently unemployed is
a post-war inevitability. We must know why it
is that of all creatures that roam the earth, man,
and man alone, is unable to employ himself, un-
able to avail himself of the bounties of nature.
We must find out what it is in our present eco-
nomic setup that operates as a denial of the right
to work.

Some will say that it is organized labor, with
its avowed objective of compelling every worker
to join its ranks. They will point to the heavy
gains in union membership in recent years, to the
large and ever growing number of plants and in-
dustries from which non-union workers are bar-
red, and to the threat, which they profess to see
in the situation, of enforced idleness as the
eventual condition of all unwilling to pay tribute
to unions.

They will recall Mrs. Roosevelt’s pronounce-
ment that every worker should belong to a union.

They will cite strike after strike in defense in-
dustries for no other purpose than to enforce a
closed shop, They will bring up the case of the

cantonment job in the South where the union
could furnish only a dozen or so of the hundreds
of glass setters needed, but refused to permit the
employment of non-union glass setters except on
condition that the Government take $2 a day out
of each non-union worker’s pay and turn it over
to the union. ‘

They will mention ‘the practice of charging ex-
orbitant initiation fees in order to create an arti-
ficial scarcity of labor, and they will certainly
tell you that right now, when the armament pro-
gram is desperately in need of die makers, the
die makers union is refusing to permit the use
of additional apprentice helpers unless the Gov-
ernment guarantees that they will not be allowed

to continue in the trade after the war.

~ Finally, they will want to know by what au-
thority, in this time of crisis, American citizens
are refused work in the construction, say, of an
army camp, unless they first pay tribute to a
union, They will insist that this is a free country

- and that no worker should be compelled to join

a unjon in order to obtain work from his govern-

‘ment. By this time they will be wandering away

from the argument, and you will have to stop
them, but they will have the last word by asking,
if all these things don’t add up to a denial of the
right to work, what does? They will make a
swell case—but they will be wrong.

The real denial of the right to work inheres in
the institution of private ownership in land. Or-
ganized labor is only a superficial irritant. Give
a man access to land and he will soon find him-
self a job, and a good one. Moreover, it won’t be
long before he will have half a dozen other good
jobs up his sleeve. Other people will be bidding
for his services, When that happy condition
comes about—as it will when land is made of
equal access to. all-—no labor union is going to
tell the worker what to do or stand between him
and a job. Tt is the worker, and not the union,

" that will do the dictating.

- C. O. STEELE
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An Announcement

With this issue, The Freeman undergoes certain changes in the
personnel identified with it. A new editor is taking over, and new
names appear among its makers. Mr. Frank Chodorov has retired
from the editorship. Mr. C. O. Steele bas been appointed his suc-
cessor. For the new editor I should like to bespeak the same coop-
eration, and the same indulgence that the efforts of his predecessors
have enjoyed.

Among its several thousand subscribers, The Freeman has won
many devoted friends. Among the several hundred persons who
at one time or another have contributed to its columns, The Free-
man has many devoted supporters. The paper is now in its fifth
year. The immediate future should determine whether it has made
for itself a permanent place in the literature of the Henry George
movement. To have that place, it must have several thousand ad-
ditional subscribers, and the ranks of its supporters must include a
broader cross-section of the thinkers and leaders of our movement.

~The policies that will be continned, and the new policies that will

be introduced, will be aimed to determine whether there is a need
for The Freeman, and whether The Freeman can fill that need.

The men and women who collaborate in making the paper, and
those who collaborate in building it as subscribers and friends of
the paper, are those who will make the decision whether The Free-
man is to go on through another half-decade. We who have faith
that The Freeman will one day amply fulfill its promise will _give'
these self-sacrificing friends of the paper all our support. Our pray-
ers and our hopes are theirs. . '

LANCASTER M. GREENE,
Chairman of the Board,
The Freeman Corporation.
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Pensions and Land Ouwnership

THE NEW LAW PROVIDING pensions for Con-

gressmen, and the ensuing campaign to provide
“Bundles” for these pension-minded legislators, has
given a new impetus to those organizations presctib-
ing old age pensions as a cure for a very sick econ-
omy. An interesting aspect of this “Bundle’” inci-
dent was the reaction of pension advocates: Though
Congress utilized the distribution formmla inherent
in the various pension acts, that is, take something
from A and give it to B without increasing the pro-

- duction of wealth or modifying the concept of land

ownership, the pensionites were prone to criticize

and refused to accept the new statute “as a step in

their di;ection." _ . o i

This about-face on the eve of an apparent vic-
tory may be attributed to the refusal of the aged to
discard their folklore incident to the ownership of

land, admit the existence of monopoly, and accept
money in its true function—as a medium of ex-
change, Speakers and writers who from the plat-
form and press, have defended the feasibility of the
old age pension cure continually harp on the meed
of ‘monetary and tax reform. The fact that Iand
is the source of all wealth is still foreign to their
hide-bound notions. When confronted with the
effects of land monopoly upon real wages and

ground rent, these authorities for some strange rea- -

son become silent. That scarcity has prevented hu-
man association and thus delayed human progress
is comnsidered sacrilege and is given a deaf eat.

The aged of this nation have a right not only to
the necessities of this life, but also those cultural
things that make living a pleasure. In order, how-
ever, that there might be made possible an abun-
dance for the satisfaction of wants, there must be
established common property in land. Otherwise

the aged will have no share in the distribution of the
returns from industry. Under our existing scheme
of things, they must accumulate during their pro-
ductive years enough wealth to tide them through
their non-productive period. As monopoly grows,
real wages go down, and rent increases, and by the
time the workers reach their non-productive period,
rent has completely absotbed their surplus wealth.
The poverty that then confronts them is due to mal-
distribution of the returns of industry during the
productive period, and not the lack of industry, fru-
gality, and intelligence.

In the light of the above analysis the problem
that confronts our aged today is in no way involved
with overproduction or underproduction. The ra-
pidity with which both labor and industry have re-
sponded to the war effort in the defense of this na-
tion, convinces us that the scarcity in the past has
been furthered by an avariciousness that emanates
from scarcity itself. But produce as we may, there
is nothing left to labor when rent is taken out. Thus

" taking from A and giving to B without increasing
- production of consumer’s goods and destroying mo-
_nopoly, is one of the most iniquitous formulas ever

foisted upon mankind to rectify the inequalities of
distribution, '

Poverty as an impediment to equality was doom-
ed with the emergence of that indispensable guide
to the future, Progress and Poverty. By making
the aged aware of the implications of land owner-
ship and rent, we Georgists can make it a fatt ac-

compli.

MARTIN E. PECK.
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Never Hate the Wrong People

IT WAS NOT THE RUSH HOUR and that is one

of the reasons why it shouldn’'t have happened.
But the local was so long in coming and so many
people got on at each station that by Twenty-eighth
Street the car offered a good imitation of the rush
hour. People clogged the aisles and stayed put no
matter how many cries of “‘Getting off”—"'Getting
off” arose from us getting-offers as we fought our
way to freedom.

Holding my briefcase like a combination of shield
-and battering-ram, I had gained that narrow strait
beetween doorjamb and centerpost when 1 met the
final obstacle—an extraordinarily broad-beamed
Italian lady who had a mind to get on the train.
Qur transportation destinies wete in conflict and
there, was only one thing to do if mine were to be
realized. The door was trying to close and I was
in imminent danger of being carried on to Thirty-
third Street., The alien lady must be compelled to
give ground. '

“You poosha me!” she boomed, and once more,
““You poosha me!” and she aimed a sideswipe which
bad it reached its mark must have been crippling. I
neatly evaded her arm and swerved on; she surged
into the car and hated me with true Latin abandon.

So as I walked on I was naturally formulating in
my mind all those things I would have liked to say
to that large woman who had hated me so ineffec-
tually (I being good at dodging). She would not
have understood subleties, nor statistics, nor philos-
ophizing. '

“Madam, I know who you are hating but I can

assure you that you are hating the wrong person.

Think not of me but of the man who caused that
jam (men are always causing jams). Think of the
man who cut down train service so that you and [
both had to wait long minutes to get our mnickel’s
worth of ride——the officials who agreed to make
both you and me uncomfortable and pushing.

“Did it ever occur to you, Madam,” 1 would
continue, ‘‘that not only is our train service cut
down but those same men and others in this hard-
headed city of ours are scheming to make you and
me pay fifty to one hundred percent more for the
privilege of being pushed and shoved? Men who
ate driven to want to get ever more unearned dol-
lars—men who hope to cut down even the pitiful
fraction they now pay to the city out of the ground
tent they collect? These men are working to reduce
their taxation at our expense by making us give sev-

en and 2 half to ten cents for a subway ride. Why

don’t you go and poosha them?”

I am sure that my Italian friend by now would
have lost the hate that I had seen blazing in her
black eyes. Baut it would have been followed by the
blankness of puzzlement, She would want to know
just who to hate and push in return for the push-
ing I had administered to her. Would I kindly
name the precise villain who had signed the order
decreasing train service? Would I show her the city
official who had engineered the transfer of the sub-
ways to the city and thus made it a matter of civic
pride to accept poor service? Or would it be best
to go and push the secretary of the real estate board
who was fixing to increase his membership’s reve-
nue while squeezing pennies and half-pennies out of
the poverty of the common woman like me and my
Italian friend?

“It is hard to put your finger on these men,” I
would then have to admit. ““They obliterate them-
selves under the titles of boards and committees and
conferences and associations and all such things. In-
dividually they are not very bad men. Many of
them have wives and children who they love as ten-
derly, perhaps, as you love your own bambini.
They do not realize what they have done and are
doing to you and me. They would feel a pang of
regret could they know that they were responsible
for the minor fracas which occurred but now when
I was trying to leave the car at Twenty-eighth
Street.

“Much as I hate to make the admission [ have to
concede that it is probably best (if you must hate
someone) that you spend your wrath upon the one
who actually pushed you rather than storing it up
and leaving it to canker and fester in your mind by
hating what is basically an abstraction. The best
way to hate an abstraction is to wtite a letter to the
newspapers and I am afraid you couldn’t do that.
Short of hating the wrong person, Madam,” I would
finish, ‘it is much the best thing not to hate any-
one and—I do not know any right people to hate.”

And by then, breathing once mote the spirit of
intelligent cooperation and love for mankind—a
spirit which will eventually improve subway serv-
ice and keep down fares if anything will—I reached
the goal of my travels. And as I surged through the
door and moved on the elevator, I was grateful that
there was no charge for riding on it.

JANET AIKEN,
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Teachers in War Time

WAR TOUCHES EVERYBODY. It loots pock-

ets, burns souls, warps intellects, destroys lives.
Not infrequently, individeals suffer the complete
catalog of hurt, If there is anything of real worth
in war, it is the lesson Herbert Spencer revealed in
“The Data of Ethics.” Spencer compares the mor-
al code which asserts society’s claim on the individ:
ual to the code which asserts the claims of individ-
uals versus sociely thus:

“But gradually as war declmes——gradually as the
compulsory cooperation needful in dealing with ex-
ternal enemies becomes unnecessary, and leaves be-
hind the voluntary cooperation which effectually
achieves internal sustenation, there grows increas-
ingly clear the code of conduct which voluntary co-
operation -implies. And this final permanent code
alone admits of being definitely formulated, and so
constituting ethics as a science in contrast with em-
pirical ethics.

“The leading traits of a code, under which com-
plete living through voluntary cooperation is se-
cared, may be simply stated. The fundamental re-
quirement is that the life sustaining actions of each
shall severally bring him the amounts and kinds of
advantages naturally achieved by them . ..”

"This reasoning is not automatic to the mass of
men, nor are all of us Spencers. But all of us can
learn, and if the lesson tanght by indulgence in war
is to bave any weight at all, the advantages of a
free economy must be generally apprehended, Those
who subscribe to what Spencer terms “‘this final
permanent code,” voluntary cooperation, which is
nothing less than a chunk of the base of Freedom,
must educate along those lines. Nor should this
teaching be suspended for the “‘duration.” Rather
should it grow in scope—for from the squeezing of
the first trigger, from the release of the first stick
of bombs, this war began to die.. The peace table
was from the moment war belched its natal breath,
However faintly discernible, or out of sight at pres-
ent, that table comes nearer and with each minute
the time to teach the lesson becomes shorter.

If that lesson is not well taught or generally
learned before the peace table is set and victor and
vanquished take their respective places above and be-
low the salt, then we who have perceived it are to
blame in part—we gifted ones, the superior intel-
lects, the charter members of mutual admiration
clubs who, once having attained high station in the
realm of ethics, sit as hermits on high rocks and hug
intellectual egos to spiritual bosoms, like the mon-

key holding the one banana in a cage full of his en-
vious hungry fellows, -

Verily, the socially uninformed will not deserve
blame for failare to learn: most of it will rest justly
in the laps of our educated ignorants who in mere
negativeness cast a huge shadow in the way of so-
cial light—onr own fuming, intellectually foppish,
smart Aleck fiddling Neros who garner all the wis-
dom they can but will not sow an ounce of it.

(GEORGE- B. BRINGMANN.

Land Values in a Railroad Strike

FEDERAL JUDGE MICHAEL J. IGOE has or-

dered Chicago traction attorneys and union rep-
resentatives concerned with the North Shore Line
tieup, which began Feb. 1, to appear in court and
show what progress has been made toward a settle-
ment,

Members of the Chicago Rapid Transit Union
demand a guarantee of full control of North Shore
Line labor. They have refused to switch Norih
Shore trains to two elevated tracks, causing the stop-
page of 138 trains, including thirty-seven Chicago-
Milwackee trains, on the outskirts of Chicago, The
interurban line operates over its own tracks to the
Linden Avenue station, Wilmette, and on the fast
Skokie Valley route to the city limits at Howard
Avenue. From that point the cars continue their
trips to and from the Loop on the elevated tracks
of the Chicago Rapid Transit Company.

Passengers numbering 30,000 daily, and inclod-
ing many commuters, must under present conditions
transfer to the elevated trains at those points to get
in and out of Chicago.

North Shore officials declare that the loss of Loop
terminal facilities would be a fatal blow to the rail-
road, for it is agreed that no road stopping in thi..
outskirts could survive.

All North Shore communities are anxious, not
merely over the loss of tramsportation, but also the
conseqguent great depreciation of land values which
will result if it takes mote time and costs more for
residents of the North Shore to get to work in Chi-
£ago, _ : 7 '
These suburban residents know now how closely
the values of their small landholdings are tied to
existing transportation facilities.

LANCASTER M. GREENE
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It Smkes Me 2% By C. O. Stecle

THE BOLIVIANS ARE a backward people. They

allow one man, Simon Patino, to get away with
most of the rich tin deposits in their country. That
makes it pretty soft for Simon.
worth half a billion dollars. There is no record of
his ever having done anything for his country, nor
has he set foot on his native soil for nearly twenty
years, While he is rolling in wealth beyond the
dreams of avarice, tht other Bolivians are not doing
‘so-well, Ninety per cent of them are 1111terate and
practxcally all live in dlre ‘poverty.

. But-though Senor. Patino is the world’s largest

owner of tin deposits, he does not own all the tin in
the world. Consequently he must sell his tin in the
world market in competition with other tin produ-
cers, -That tends to hold prices down. As a result
the Patino income is only ten or fifteen million dol-
lars a year. | _
Now in our own happy Iand owners of mlwr
mines are much better off. They don’t have to wor-
ry about | p_nces “Though silver is selhng for. thzrty-
five cents an- ounce in.the world market, their be-
nevolent Uncle Sam pays them seventy-one cents.

And the arrangement is likely to stand for a while,
_Only last month some congressman proposed .
that the Government stop ;paying exorbitant prices -
for silver it did ‘not meed, and Iet the silver _people
' "The motion was vot- "

too.

struggle’ along on their own.
ed down in a hurry. ,

But to get back to the Bol1v1ans, they are a back—
ward people to let Simon Patino get away with that
stuff. You can see that for yourself

) 2 & ®
SAYS SENATOR BROWN of Michigan, speaking
of the recently enacted: price-control bill:

“There are several sound reasons why wages
should not be included in this bill. The first and
fundamental reason is that price control is a very
effective wage control. 'Wages in any industry can-

not rise for any length of time beyond a level com-
mensurate with the selling price of the product.”

The year is young yet but the senator should
win a 1942 first in something with that astound-

He is said to be

- senator from Michigan.
~ look to her Iaurels.

‘jobs and on relief.
- lic would suffer or that tires wounld not last longer.

ing bit of economic reasonng. Had he added that
wages could not fong stay out of line on the high
side for the simple reason that the business would
go broke and production would stop, he would have
been on safe ground. - But to say that a price ceiling
will of itself restrict wages is absurd. It is doubly
50 in these days, when powerful labor unions, em-
bolderied by pampering at the hands of the Admin-
istration, are demanding higher and ever higher
wages in the price-ceiling mdustrles-—and gettmg

" them.,

We still believe we have picked a winner in the
Gracie Allen would better

ORGANIZED MILK DRIVERS are up in arms
" over the plan of the milk companies throughout

" the nation to save tites by delivering milk once every

two days instead of daily. Adoption of the plan,
they claim, would force many drivers out of their
It is not charged that the pub-

The concern is solely for the drivers.

Such being the case, the solntion is simple. If
daily deliveries are good, aren’t two deliveries a day
better? Or four, or eight? Why be parsimonions?
Make it sixteen. Then we could all be milk driv-

.ers and everyone would be prosperous and happy,
- like the islanders who ‘got nch by taking in each
’ others Washmg

No rational person begradges labor its legitimate
ends. Workers have long been getting the worst of
it, and will continue to unless they stop believing
that there are more men than jobs, that wages come
out of capital, that the machine is an evil, that =
man can profit only at another man’s expense. Let
them learn what stands between them and their jobs
and where their wages really come from. Then they
will know how to get their dues in a hurry.

Relief my eyebrow! If the public is being forced
to pay for a lot of unneeded drivers, which is ad-

mitted, aten’t those drivers already on relief?
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A Reply to Critics

When the editors of The Freeman
published my article on “Who Pays
All the Taxes?” in the October, 1941
issue, they had the kindness to ac-
company it with a note in the “Con-
tributors’ Corner’” which offered, in
addition to the gracious perscnal ref-
erences, an objection to the thesis
of the article. I take this opportu-
nity to answer that objection, as

.well as others presented by Miss
Bertha Sellers and Peter W. Schwaa-
der in the November isgue.

My thesis is that today and at all
times all taxes are in the last analy-
sis paid by the proprietor of the soil.
Every tax, whether initially levied
on the worker, the entrepreneur,
against merchandise, or in any other
way, mugt eventually come to rest
upon the landowner.

Such a thesis is substantially ad-
miited by the editors, and I even
belieéve that they will concede the
point, with trivial objections apply-
ing only in exceptional cases.  They
gay: “It must be conceded that if
wages are indeed at an irreducible
minimum they: cannot be reduced.
But it sometimes happens that peo-
ple can be induced to reconcile them-
selves to a lower standard of living,
and in such a case it would seem
possible to depress wages without
the burden falling eventually upon
rent, If you can sell the idea of
‘guns, not butter thoroughly enough
you can depress the economic con-
dition of all economic classes ex-
cept the lowest—thoge actually on
the verge of starvation, who of
course cannot be depressed further.
The extreme poverty and under-
nourishment of the German people
in 1916-1819 indicates ‘that ewven
though war may eliminate unem-
ployment, the diversion of produc-
tive capacity to armaments may re-
sult in shortages of consumer goods,
and a consequent diminution of real
wages. What are wé.ges except con-
sumer goods?” (Emphasis mine.)

I agree with all this and I 4id not
point it out beforehand because of

By C. VILLALOBOS DOMINGTEZ

a wish to economize space in the
journal, Moreover, the difficulty with
which 1 write English made me
strive rather for tersensss, without
stopping for qualificationg. A more
detailed analysis and enumeration of
the possibilities involved might have
been convenient under differsnt con-
ditions.

On the wages of many workers

there is, in fact, a margin above

mere subsistence,” and this iy ca-
pable of being clipped by taxation
It must beé admitted that in some in-
determinable preoportion the wages
of specially remunerated workers
can be indirectly reduced, temporari-
Iy or permanently, by the preasure
of taxation. Here originates, in part
at least, perhaps ‘chiefly, the univer-
sally observed tendency of the “mid-
dle class” to disappear—the increas-
ing “proletarization” of society. But
it is certain that the wages of com-
mon labor are always (broadly
speaking) at an -irreducible mini-
mum, These workers from the hase
of the wsocial pyramid and their
wages constitute a standard which
determines the wages of all the
others. :

I do not deny that we may occa-
gionally find situations in which
people can be influenced by basely
sophistical slogans such as “Guns,
not butter” or “Living-space” and
that they will fanatically resign
themselves to a lower standard of
living in consequence of a stupid
calculation or an illusion of future
prosperity.

We events

sometimes observe

which appear to be exceptions to ec-
even when the

onomic laws, laws

themselves are the bhest established.
This does not mean that we must
reject the laws as invalid. The fact
is that all economic laws, and indeed
the lawg of nature generally, are
susceptible to apparent exceptions.
It is not in their province to state
conclusions with exactness. “The

premises,” says Henry George, “from

which political economy makes its
deductions are truths on which in
everyday life we constantly base our
reasoning and our actions. Its proc-
esses, which consist chiefly in analy-
sig, have a like certainty, although,
as with all the causes of which it
takes cognizance are af all times
acting other causes, it can never
predict exact results but only ten-
dencies.” (Lecture on “The Study -
of Political Beonomy.”) In order to
obtain relatively precise results such
laws presuppose, moreover, specific
political or other circumstances. In
all cases the tendency of phenomena
to conform to what we apprehend as
“natural law” is most powerful; in
the long run, attempts to resist this
tendency lead to an explosion.

For example, the law of supply
and dernand which controls prices is
without doubt fundamentally certain
in circumstances of entire freedomn
of ‘trade and of the mevement of
goods and persoms. According to it
the wages, for example, of Euro-
pean and Asiatic workers should be
equal to those of American work-
ers. Of course, political causes in-
terfere; but even they cannot nulli-
fy the persistent tendency towards
equalization at a common minimum
astandard of living.

Even though it may likewise suf-
fer specific and circumstantial ex-
ceptions, the deductive thesis pre-
sented by me ig true nevertheless.
It modifies fundamentally the Georg-
ist theory and its possible processes
of application and it should initiate
& new CGeorgist policy. It makes it
clear that all efforts and measures
to eliminate present taxes and con-
centrate them on the value of land
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lack mecessarily any social effect
since they would not essentially
modify the existing situation.

This does not exclude the useful--

ness which the taxation of land val-
ues can have as an agency for a po-
litical economy of the most extended
and profound signmificance. It is a
concept which I believe Georgist
thought will have to consider.

Miss Bertha Sellers finds “strange”
the assertion that landowners pay
all the taxes. In reality, it is not
so. very strange. This proposition
has been asserted by various au-
tbors since the eighteenth century,
notably by the great philosopher
Locke, who stated it thus: “Taxes,
however contrived, and out of whose
hand socever dmmediately faken, do,
in a country where the great fund
is in .land, for the most part ter-
minate upon land... It is in vain
in 2 country, whose great fund is
in land, to hope to lay the publick
charge of the government on any-
thing elgse. There at last it will ter-
minate. The merchant (do what you
can) will not bear it; the laborer
cannot; and. therefore the landown-
er must ... whether .., by laying
it directly where it will last settle,
or by letting it come to him by the
sinking of his rents.” (*Some Con-
siderations of the: Consequences of
the Lowering of Interest and Rais-
ing the Value: of -Money.” Londoen,
1692; page 87.)

Likewise, the FPhysiocrats shared
the same idea. Quesnay said thai
“the tax may he levied. directly on
the product of the landed properiy;
indeed, in whatever other way il may
be established in a kingdom  which
obtaing its wealth from its soil, the
result is always that it is paid by
landed properiies.” (“Oeuvres, &c,
et Phil, de F. de Quesnay, edit. par
A. Auken, 1888, p. 337.)

The question has been vigorously
mooted from time to time by many
writers but no solid conclusions have
ever been reached, owing to the in-
gufficient advance ¢f economic sci-
ence. Many of them did not know
the law of rent, formulated by Ri-
cardo, much less the profound inves-
tigations of Henry George which to-
day allow us to clarify the subject.

Miss Sellers argues: “Would a

landowner erect a building before he’

figures whether a fenant would pay
taxes ag well as construction costs?”
To this I reply that, in .the first

“place, I am quite sure that land-

owners generally are ignorant of the
theory of taxation here . presented
and act accordingly. Alexander Ham-
iiton, influenced by the doctrines of
the Physiocrats, was of the opinion
that “a large part of all {axes, how-
ever remotely iaid, will, by an insen-
gible circulation, come at last to set-
tle upon the land—the source of
most of the materials employed in
commerce,” but that it would be
“impracticable” to concentrate all
faxes in-a single tax wupon land:
Franklin wrote more forthrightly
upon the same subject: “I have not
lost any of the principles of political
€Cconomy you . once Rnew me pos-
sessed of—our legislators are all
landowners and they are noi yet per-
suaded that all taxes are paid by the
land.” (Lietter o Mr, Small) - In
the gecond place, still replying to
Miss Sellers, we must remember that
an exact calculation regarding the
case of a gingle proprietor does not
necessarily hold regarding the ag-
gregate of proprietors. :
Her objection that “land with such
natural advantages will bring more

rent because the tenant does not -

have to pay taxes to provide them
(a fact which I do not doubt) can
be answered with a question: If,
contrariwise, heavy taxes are im-
poged upon the tenant, is there any
method by which the latter can pay
them except by the landowner's re-
ducing the amount of rent? The
rent of the proprietor must neces-
sarily diminish in this case, and thus
my contention is proved.

The objection of Mr. P. W.
Schwander iy that landlords, as such,
really pay no taxes at all. “Taxes
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must be paid out of production, and
landowners are not producers.”

" Thig last is true. But assuming
that existing laws empower land-
lords to absorb the whole yield of
social production save those paris
necessary for wages, interest, and
replacement of capital, every tax
directly or indirectly dimin‘shes the
fund from which they make their
withdrawals. In this sense at leasi
we may say that they pay taxes.

&
PROSTITUTION AND THE WAR
By Philip 8. Broughton
Public Affairs Committes, 10c.

This pamphlet was prepared for
the Federal Security Agency and re-
flects the official policy of the gov-
ernment in dealing with prostitution.
According to Mr. Broughton, vene-
real infectlons constitute a major
threat to military efficiency as well
as to the civilian war effort.

“In some places,” Mr. Brougliton
admits, “it hag been thought that
segregation and inspection is the
answer. Prostitutes are licensed, by
law or by extralegal police toler-
ance. They are placed in houses or
restricted areas. They are made to
undergo regular physical examina-
tions, which are supposed to assure
their noninfectiousness.”

But Uncle Sam doesn’'t care for
this method. In the first place, it
doesnw’t work. Hven if medical in-
spection is conscientiously perform-
ed, the task becomes impossible with
segregated .prostitutes who ‘have
from forty to sixty and more cus-
tomers a day. The pelitical cor-
ruption associated with licensed
prostitution is apparently inescap-
able. In the present difficult situa-
tion, the army relies upon repres-
sion as the only workable method.

Mr. Broughton admits, however,
that & bagic remedy for prostitution
cannot end with wrepression. He
quotes one authority to the effect
that “99 per cent of those who be-
come police problems (ie., prosti-
tutes) come from families that don't
have the income to live as Ameri-
can families are supposed to live.

" Prostitution is seldom a chosen pro-

fession.”
P. ¢. EVERS




106

- Years hefore Henry George in
America made his observations . on
The Problem and The Remedy, Sir
Stamford Raffles, a British civil
service employee in Java, was put-
ting in operation the theories inher-
ent in Land Rent Collection and
Free Trade.

Raffles, known as the founder of
Sifigapore, was born in 1781, At
fourteen he entered the London em-
- ployment of the HEast India Com-
pany where for ten years he was
desk companion. of the famous
Charles Lamb. He advanced rapid-
iy and eventually was appointed to
serve the company in Penang.

At that time Napoleon was mas-

ter of all Continental Europe. He -

had already seized Holland and was
designing to wuse Java, Holland's
Eagt Indies possession, as a base
_ from which to operate against In-
dia. To forestall this move by the
Corsican, and only after strong rep-
resentations by Raffles, Britain
seized Java which later was restored
te the Dutch after Napoleon's down-
fall, ‘

From October 1811 to March 1816
Raffles acted as Java's British Gov-
ernor. He found Java a land that
had been exploited cruelly by the
Dutch company. <Conscription = of
manpower for labor battalions and
armed services had drawn one-quar-
ter of the imale populstion, and in
the twenty-two years of Dutich con-
trol over one millien lives had been
taken by an army whose principal
duties were to suppress their fellow
Javanese, Typical of the stupendous
tasks asgigned to enforced labor was
the construction of an eight bundred
mile military road through the Jav-
anese jungle, and to supplement the
nstive labor the Dutch imported
slaveg from Bali and other nearby
islands. - A1l trade was channeled
through the Dutch company, a prae-
tice the foreign masters enforced by
the death penalty. A fixed wage
scale compelled men to carry a hun-
dred-weight sixty miles for one-half
cent a mile—for which, incidenislly,

N By F. 1. HODGKISS

the Dutch in Europe rsceived twen-
ty-two cents. Heavy import duties
burdened every article—internal du-
ties of 47%, poll tax, market tolls,
buffalo tax, licenses and divers pen-
alties, ‘restrictions and prohibitions.
On taking office Raffles pro-

" claimed: “The duties of government

are to uphold the weak, to put down
lawless force, to sustzin the honor
of British good faith and to estab-
lish humane institutions.” Imn the
sphere of his service Raffles made
practical these ideals. In & few
years he had effecied a social rev-
olution.. He elininated feudal serv-
ice and made chattel slavery a fel-
ony. He abolished tyranny, toriure
in courts of law, and instituted trial
by jury. Free Trade was his policy
and his means. He wiped out tran-
sit duties and had port dues reduced
from 469 to 10%. Once, following
a demand by the Indian administra-
tion for money to be used in the
defense of Java, Raffles did raise
the revenue from this scurce. Howe-
ever, the revenue for the admnrinis-
tration of Java was collected solely
from the rent of land. His expressed
sentiments were: “The rent of these
lands was to constitute the one reg-
ular form of taxation in Heu of all
the varied obligations of the old sys-
tem. I conceived that a fair equiv-

. stent for the old burdens was two-

fifthg of the first rice crop, leaving
the second crop and the fruit trees
and the gardens free from AasSsess-
ment, the cultivator free from per-

" gonal taxes and the inland trade un-

restricted and untaxed.” In his own
words, the land system HRaffles in-
troduced had for its object: “Jus-
tice to Individuals, the irnprovement
of mankind, and the prosperity of
the government founded on the mu-
tual advantage of the people.”’

He paid tribute to his subordi-
nateg’ help in the internal adminis-
tration. “They felt,” he asaid, “the
honor snd character of the British
nation prompited them above every
selfish congiderafion and in the short
time of six months enabled me to
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Raffles of Singapore

effect a revolution which two cen-
turies of Dutch administration could
scarcely dream.” The amount of the
rent of land was agreed upon by
each cultivator- and accepted “not
only with readiness but with grati-
tude.” One of the most quickly dis-

cerned social effects of Raffles’ pol-

icy was the increase in the native
birth rate -and those families that
had fled to the mountains for secur-
ity of person and property returned
to become again tillers of the soil.
About the time Raffles relin-
quished Java to the Dutch be sent
out & commission to ascertain the
results of the fiscal program. The
commission commented on the ease
of collecting revenues under the
amended system and certified its
“peneficial effects in encouraging
the extension of industry, -agricul-
tural pursuits, securing tranquillity
and diminishing criminal activities.”
Later Raffles was able to say: “With
peculiar satisfaction - we sece the
Dutch Government sanctions what
we have done and gives our regula-
tions permanency.” The investigat-
ing commisgion, be it known, was
Dutch! . e
When he retired as governor and
the Dufich flag again flew over Ja-
va, Raffles could say truthfully, *“I
have had the happiness to release
several millions of my fellow crea-
tures from & state of bondage and
arbitrary oppression.” Unfortunate-
ly, not long after, the Dutch re-
sumed their policy of excluding oth-
ers from every mart and island,
their one aim mondpoly and exploi-
tation. -They jockeyed for control
of the Straits of Malacca, hoping to
shut out sl other nations from the
route to 'China and Japan except on
terms they could enforce. They were
on the brink of succeeding in thig
attempt when Raffles, who under-
stood the hmport of their actions,
obtained permission from the crown
to- secure a port south of Malacca.
“Our object,” he said; “is not terri-
tory but trade.” ONE free port in
these seas must eventuslly destroy
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the spell of Dutch monopoly. His
thoughts were on Singapore Island
as the site for this free port. The

Dutch suspected as much, for short-

ly after Raffles arrived they came
with presents of gunsg and an offer

of protection to the natives. They.

were late. In negotiations with na-
tive chieftains from each side of the
Strait, Raffles obtained this island

of two hundred fwenty square miles. .

After a Series of interviews and a
promigse of annual payments, Raf-
fles set about his task. Three weeks
after he began, orders came from
England to the effect that if the
post had not already been obiained
- he was to desist from any further
attempt to establish one. Englands
flag had already been hoisted and
Raffles stayed. - '

Raffles’ appreciated this opportu-
rity to put his ideas into fuller op-
eration. He declared: “I have es-
tablished a revenue without any tax
whatever on trade, which MORE
than covers all civil dishursements
and which must annually increase in
future years while these disburse-

ments should remain the same’’.

Again, “No sinister, no sordid view,
no considerations either of political
importance or pecuniary advantage
should interfere with the broad and
liberal principles on which the Brit-
igh interests have been established.
Monopoly and exclusive privileges
are here unknown. That Singapore
will always remain a Free Port and
that no taxes on trade or industry
will be established to check ity fur-
ther rise and prosperity I can have
‘no doubt.” “Education must keep
pace with commerce in order that
its benefits may be insured and its
evils avoided. However inviting and
extensive the resources of a country
may be they can best be drawn forth
by the native energies of the people
themselves. If commerce brings
wesalth to our shores it ig the spirit
of literature and philanthropy that
teaches us how to employ them for
the noblest uses. Let it still be the
hoagt of Britain to write her name
in characters of light; if the time
shall come when her empire sghall
pass away, these monuments will
endure when her triumphs shall have
become an empty name. I am san-

guine in my hope that Bingapore

will stand foremost in effecting that
grand object of Christian civiliza-

- tion.”

" Consistent with his faitn and in-
terest in education, Raffles founded
& college and endowed it with fif-
teen hundred acres. Later, thig land
was given away by the college trus-
tees and only one year after Raf-
fles’ death {in 1527 when he was
forty-six) it was in the hands of the
military. Constant efforts were
made to emasculate his fiscal pro-
gram and in 1855 a mipority group
clamor arose for the introduction of
port dues. This abortive attempt
failed - since Singapore’s governors

held it to be in “direct violation of -

the prineiples upon which the Set-
tlement was founded.”

Since then, Raffles’ principles have
been abandoned bit by bit until now
a wide gulf lies between the found-
er's ideas of social justice and those
of the current administrators.* A

great part of the soil is still held at

a rental, but only & few millions in

*Mr, Hodgkisg” article was written be-
fors the capture of Siagapore by the Jap-
ansse.
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public revenue are derived from land
rent, the bulk coming from customs
duties, impositions, licenses, sall
monopoly, etc. Before the Greal
War of 1914-1918 only four imports
were taxed—iopium, tobacco, petrol
and liguer. More commodities have

been added since then. It must be |

admitted that an effort has been
madde to adhere to Raffles’ instruc-
tions tc secure to each person “the
indisputable possession of the gpot
he was allowed to occupy.” The
somewhat unsatisfactory result may
be attributed to the delinguency in
asgessing land. Yet, however lack-
ing in perfection Singapore's land
policy is, the democratic nations of

the world might note that great

numbers of Chinese and Malays
(nearly 42,000,000, over three limes
the population of New York State,

.in an area somewhsat larger than

Wew York State) enjoy life and pur-
sue industry under land laws and
fisecal policies more just than those
of the democracies. Our own rela-
ttve position in the <comparison
prompts sllusion fo Macauley's

statement that, were great pecuni-

ary interestz at stake, acknowledg-
ment of the law of gravitation even
now would be met with opposition.
Yes, it is nol too much to say that
Bingapore’s rise from a cduster of
about fifty huts in the early 18t.
century to seventh place in the
world's great skipping ports is the
regult of Raffles’ insistence on Free
Trade when Singapore's economic
foundations were being lald.
Buried at Hendon, Middlesex, are
the remains of Raffles, but graven
on the base of a marble statue in

. Westminster Abbey appear the sen-

timents of the British Empire: “By
wisdom, vigor and philanthropy, he
raised Java to happiness and pros-
perity unknown under former rul-
ers. He founded an smporium at
Singapore where he established free-
dom of person as the right of the
so0il and freedom of trade as the
right of the Port. He secured to
the British flag the maritime su-
periority of the Eastern Seas. Pro-
moting the welfare of the people
committed to hig charge he sought
the good of his country and the
glory of his God.”
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But if we will not use the intelligence with which we have been
gifted to adapt social organization to natural laws—if we allow
dogs in the manger to monopolize what they cannot use; if we al-
low strength and cunning to rob honest labor, we must have chron-
ic poverty, and all the social evils it inevitably brings. Under such
conditions there would be poverty in Paradise.

“The Poor ye have always with you.” If ever a scripture has been
wrested to the devil's service, this is that scripture. How often have
these words been distorted from itheir obvious meaning to soothe
cdnscience into acquiescence in hutman misery and degrédatiori_to'
bolster that blasphemy, the very negation and denial of Christ’s
teachings, that the All-Wise and Most Merciful, the Infinite Father,

has decreed that so many of his creatures must be poor in order that

others of his creatures to whom fqe wills the good things of life
should enjoy the pleasure and virtue of doling out alms! ““The poor
ye have always with you,” said Christ; but all his teachings supply

the limitation, “until the coming of the Kingdom.” = In that king-

dom of God on earth, that kingdom of justice and love for which
he taught his followers to strive and pray, there will be no poor.
But though the faith and the hope and the striving for this king-
dom are of the very essence of thrist"s teaching, the stanchest dis-
believers and revilers of its possi‘t;ility are found among those who
call themselves Christians. Queer ideas of the Divinity have some
of these Christians who hold thémselves orthodox and contribute

to the conversion of the heathen.

Henfy George in ‘‘Social Problems’
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~Japan Since 1852

Commodore Matthew C. Perry led
a fleet of four Amrican battleships
into the Bay of Tokyo ninety years
ago. His instroctions from the Pregi-
dent of the United States were to
obtain certain concessions for Amer-
ican seamen by threat or argument
or, as a last resort, by force. He
“fired enough salutes to frighten
nearly everyone in Japan. Then he
presented the demands of the Amer-
< ivan government and steamed away.

Tie next year Perry returned with
ten shipgs and received a favorable
reply. American seamen shipwreck-
ed on Japanese soil would receive
humane freatment -— much better
than the Japanede had been sccus-
Aomed to giving visitors. Two poor
harbors, Shimoda and Hakodate,
‘Wwere opened to American commerce
and to whaling vessels which might
&top for repairs and coal. An Amer-
ican Consul was permitted to re-
&ide at Shimeoda. This story of the
opening of Japan is known to every
American schoctboy. But Perry on-
1y began the job,

American merchants eagerly look-
ed forward to a thriving silk trade.
On the other hand, Japan considered
her American treaty as similar to
ong which she had maintained with
the Dutch for 250 years. This {reaty
ad provided Japan's only contact
with the Occidental world during aill
this time. A single Dutch ship was
annually permitted fo sail into the
harbor of Nagasaki, and to exchange
its goods for Japanese silk and tea.
While in port the Dutch gailors were
virtually prisoners of ths Japanese,
This trade monopoly,
though it was, proved to be highly

rofitable, With the Perry treaty
signed, American seamen expected

to break this monopoly and to car- -~

ry on unresiricted trade with the
Japanese,

It was the duty of Townsend Har-
ris, America’s first Consul to Japan,
“to reconcile the two conflicting in-
terpretations of the freaty. He was
left in Shimoda with his Dutch trans-
1ator Heusken, and several Chinese

-government.

restrieted’

By FRED KARN

.gervants, to.administer Perry’'s trea-

ty. ‘But now that the battleships
were pgone the Japanese changed
their attitude toward Americans.
They did everything in their power
to cause Harris fo loose his patience

“and to give up hope of enforcing the

freaty. At the same time they hesi-
tated to do anything that might
eause the United States to send back

-its battleships.

. Bince Harris was a Consul Gen-
eral instead of a mere Consul as
provided in the treaty, they contest-
ed his right even to land in Japan.

" For nearly a year, government of-

ficials accepted American coins at
only ome third their bullion wvalue.
This was the general exchange rate
because foreigners were allowed to
trade only through the Japanese
If free exchange had
been allowed, the competition be-
tween Japanese merchants would
soon have established a fair mone-
tary ratio.

The harbor of Shimoda had heen
blocked by a sand bar which made
it pearly worthless to ocean going
vessels,  Barris reguested that a
more suitable port be opened. Need-
less to say, thig request was denied.

The American Consul had a letter

" of introduction from President Pierce

which he was anxicus fo present to
the Mikado. Japanese politicians de-

‘lection of hostages.
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layed the meeting in every way pos-
sible. . They did not want foreigners
to understand the organization of
their government. In fact, it was
only with the greatest difficulty that
Harris was able to obtain an audi-
ence with any responsible govern-
ment officials.

. By pleading ignorance of western
customs, the Japanese were able to
delay negotiations and to frustrate
their unwelcome guest. Harrig called
the Japanese, “the greatest liars on
earth,” Despite all this, he treated
them with honesty and courtesy year
after year. KEventually his patience
was rewarded and Japan made an
effective trade treaty with the
United States. ¥Four years after
Perry's treaty was signed, Japanese
ports were actually thrown open to
foreign trade. And Harris had earned
the esteem of the Japanese as com-
pletely as Lafayette had earned that
of Americans. _

When she was uncovered by the
western nations, Japan was on the
verge of a political and economic
revolution. Two hundred years be-
fore, the Tokugawa family had es-
tablished itgellf at the head of the
Japanese government, The oldest
man in that family carried the he-
reditary title of Shogum. The Mi-
kado had been reduced to an impo-
tent figurchead. Other nobles who
hoped to displace the Tokugawa
family were kept in check by a ¢ol-
But the last
few Shoguns had been feeble and
witiess and the power of the ruling
family was. on the decline. A group
of large landownérs—daimyos or
feudal lords—was plotting its over-
throw. )

In this revolt the United Stiates
unconsciously played an imporiant
part. The average superstitious
Japanese looked on foreigners as a
serious threat to the safety and good

‘fortune of their country. Shortly

after Perry’s visit, a destructive ti-
dal wave swept over their iglands,
It caused particularly great damage
to one of the harbors which had
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heen opened to foreign trade. What
would happen if foreign ships should
make frequent calls at Japanese
ports they could readily imagine.
Thus, if the Shogun permitted trade

with the United States, the daimyos.

would have a popular ground for re-
volt. And if it refused to negotiate,
the Shogun feared the retwrn of Per-
ry's fleet and the destruction of Jap-
anese cities. The daimyos suggested
that Japan build ships of her cwn
for defense against the foreigners.
But this was only idle talk, inspired
by political ambitions. So the gov-
ernment adopted a policy of delay.
It required all the patience and

friendliness which Harrigs possessed

to bring his mission to a successful
conclugion.

It was not until he obtained the
confidence and respect of Lord Hot-
ta that Harris was able to make any
real progress. Hotta was one of the
few Japanese statesmen of that day
who were sincerely concerned with
the welfare of their country. Harris
was able to convince him that Japan
‘had much to gain by trade with the
western nations.
afraid@ that a trade treaty would
cause the cverthrow of his govern-
ment, so he appealed to the Mikado
for support. The Mikado had been
inactive in politics for years, yet he
had still some influence on his sub-
jects. But the personal advisers of
ithe Mikado were ambitious. They
urged him. to reclaim the powers of

the Shogun and prevented him from

supporting the trade treaty. Lord
Hotta appealed to the Mikado’s van-
ity by suggesting that trade with
the rest of the world was only the
first step toward world domination.
But apparently the Mikado deter-
mined to dominate Japan first. He
denied the Shogun hiy support.

The Japanese government decided
to esatablish foreign trade even at
the risk of civil war. First they
signed the treaty which Harris had
worked out with them. Within 2
month they established treaties with
Great Britain, France, Holland and
Russia. Harris moved hiz consulate
to Tokyo and was joimed by repre-
sentatives frome the other western
nations, -In an effort to cause loss
of prestige for the Shoguntale, a po-

But Hotta ‘was

litical enemy murdered Heusken,

Harris' secretary. ‘The British and
French consuls fled from Tokyo te

" Yokohama and demanded reprisals
by their governments.

But the
American Consul refused to be =z
pawn in the game of Japanese poli-
tics. He continued to carry on busi-
ness in Tokyo and the expected rev-
olution was prevented.

The downfall of the Tokugawa
Shoguntale occurred ten yeard later,
This was due 1¢ the efforts of fifty
men, chiefly members of the nohil-
ity and of the military caste. By
primogeniture, feudal powers had

been passed on by each ruler to his

eldest son. ‘TFhe other male mem-
bers of the family did not work, but
depended for their incomes on the
generosity of their brother.
idle men were a potential source of
revolt. In 1867, the feudal system
was overthrown., The daimyos gave
up their fiefs amd were appointed
governors with salaries paid by the
imperial government.

Immediately Japan came fo life.
Commerce and manufacturing had
long been restricted by law. Prg-
duction suddenly opened up and the
national wealth increased rapidly.
There was a greal increase in the
population of the cities and towns.
Opening of new opportunities in the
cities relieved the struggle for ex-
istence on the tiny Japanese farms.

The standard of living of the agri-

cultural population rose with that of
the industrial workers.
And land values incréased with

These -
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production. Soon the increase in
rent began to force wages and in-
terest down. And fhis has contin-
ued until today there is no industri-
alized nation in the world with &g
low & standard of living as Japamn.
Capital also fares badly there. Se
Japanese investors put their money
into land instead. of capital. In 1913,
their land was valued at 40 biltien
yen and . their national capital at
only 70 billion yen. This exception-
ally high proportion of land value
to capital accounts for the low wag-
es and interest available in Japan. -
Thus Japanese indusiry was re-
stricted, and a nation similar to

-Great Britain in area and geographic

position continues to support half its
population on farms. They are small
subsistence farms of about two and
o half acres. The average farm in
the: United States is 150 acres. Of

.. gourse, ~Japan. finds it difficuit to .

produce-enough-food for 80 miBion
people. Many modern writers eite

+the Malthusian doctrine and declars

that Japan suffers from overpopulas
tion. But Belgium and Great Brit-

‘ain have higher standards of living

than Japan. Belgium bhas twice the
population density and Great Britaia
practically the same as Japan. It
is foolish for Japan to produce iis
own food while modern industry and
commerce are available. The United:
States, Canada, Australia, and As-
gentina are all eager to dlspose of
an excess food supply.

Japan's troubles are not teehro-
logical but economic. It is not nec:
essary to get an extra bushel of rice
from an extinet volcano crater or
from a rocky hiliside. But it is nec-
essary to raise the wages of labor
and to keep prices down. Low prices
made Japanese manufactures avail-
able for export. But wages were z0
low that Japanese workers were -

able to accept the American wheal™ =

and beef due them as their share of
the exchange. Instead, the Japs-
nese government accepted the crec-
it by buying war materials. In 1835
it nsed these to overrun Manchuria,
an area twice the size of ths Japa-
nese Empire.

Manchuria might have been & mew
frontier for Japan. It might have
been as beneficial to her as the sets
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ilement of Oklghoma or California
was to the United States. But land
gpeculators reached Manchuria be-
fore labor and capital. Wages were
driven to a lower level there than in
Japan.
never took place,

Unrest continued to grow in Ja-
pan. The world wide depression of
1929 caused the collapse of the Jap-
anese silk industry. Farm land was
80 expensive and silk and rice so
cheap that the landowner could not
gain a fair-income on his invest-
ment., So the farm owners proposed
a scheme that would assure their

So the expected mlgra.tlon'

rent. They offered to transfer their
property to the state for 18 billion
yen. Needless to say the imperiai
government did not accept the offer.
It did however, reduce the direct
taxes on agriculturs. For years the
government had been burdening farm
producers with excessive taxes. The
proceeds. were used to subsidize
heavy industries for armament pro-
duction.  Such an ecomomy could
have but one result. The Japanese

-envied- the high standard of living

which prevailed in England and the
United States. They believed. that
England’s prosperity was due to her
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colonial empire. So Japan proceed-
ed to carve out her own empire in
China. And China would readily

have fallen if she had been unable -

to import.arms from the TUnited
States. On December 7, Japan
turned her military machine dirsctly
againgt the nation which had been
frustrating her imperia!istic con-
quest.

A century ago the Japanese be-
lieved that Commodore Petry caused
their islands to be devastated by a
tidal wave, Today they belicve that
their national economy wan be im-
proved by military conquest.

Tenant Farmmg and National Prosperity

-One evening in 1933 I attended a
lecture at the New York Times given
for the benefit of those in the news-
paper advertising business, The
President of a large New Orleans
department store was the speaker.
The substance- of one remark made
4. forceful impression—“Thera can
be no prosperity in the - United
Htates until the farmer becomes.a
<ongumer.” _ .

While I had heard such comments
before, these snecific words were
called more and more to my atten-
tion by succeeding economic devel-
opments in the following years. The
Federal Government, by itg actions,
has indicated full belief in thig
<credo. L

- Farm Relief-was given impetus
under President Hoover through the
Reconstruction Finance Corporation
-which alleviated mortgage distresg
by means of substantial advances to
banks, loan, and insurance compa-
nles. These types of lending insti-
tutions were at a grave financial
crigis due to the over-inflation of
farm property in World War days.
Ne successful plan of land valua-
tion adjustment had been conceived
8inze the farm expansion peried of
1934-1918. When farms were geized
or sold at auction after default in
morigage payments, open revolt oc-
<urred and sales were stopped with

By FRANCIS C. GRIMAN

force of arms. _
< In 1933 the new Congress passed
in rapid succession many farm ben-
efit bills and reorganized existing
agencles under the famous Alphabet
Acts of the New Deal: PWA, EHFA,
FHA, FHLBE, FDIC, AAA, BMa,
FCA, CCC, REA, Sstill others gave
indirect assistance but most of these
listed rendered direct aid through
their many subsidiary agencies.
Thé present false basis of land
tenure caused untold financial loss
and suffering to all farmers. Re-

adjustments were costly and disas- _

trous. Farm land values dropped
from $54,820,562,050.00 in 1920 to

$34,929,844,584.00 in 1930 and by
1935 were estimated at less than
tweniy billions, According to the
Department of Agriculture, the in-
dex value of the average farm 'acre
in 1935 was V9 against 170 for the
year 1520, This index inecluded im-
provements which would suffer. lit-
tle depreciation in comparison with
land, Despite these drastic losses
improved acreage rose from 503,073,-
007 in 1920 to 1,031,814,3T0 acres. in
1935, an increase of over 100%.

The far-reaching effects of farm-
ing upon American economic life
can be shown by the size of farm
population. On Jan. 1, 1835 the to-
tal was 81,800,907 persons, 27,767,
230 white and 4,033,677 colored, an
average of 4.67 persons per farm.
There were 10,482,323 persons actu-
ally engaged in farming and 6,812,-
350 farms with an average acreage
of 154.8.

Only about half of United States
farms are operated by owners. Of
5,956,795 white operators onty 3,-
036,910 were full owners and of
855,065 colored operators only 173,-
314 were full owners. Only 374%
of - total land in white farms was
owned by the operators.

Considering that much farm 1and
is of so little value that it can hard-
iy be mortgaged, the unstability of
the entire tenure problem is further

ot
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acééntua,ted by the number and
amount of farm mortgages. In 1935,
2,350,313 farms were encumbered to

the amount of $7,654,091,000.00, an -

average of $3,253.00 per farm and
equal to 34.539 of all farm tenures.
The United States Farm Credit Ad-
ministration alone lists for 1935, 11,-
438 farm foreclogures for $36,209,-
951.96 and lists the amount of $399,~
588,441.38 as delinquent.

With an estimated 127,000,000
population for the confinental United
States in 1935, the farm population
represents over one-guarter of our
people and is the largest single group
affecting the economic life of the
country. Since one-half of farm op-
erators are not owners and less than
409, of Uniied States farm land is
owned by the operator it is easily
apparent that thirteen of every one
hundred people are existing in a
state of land slavery that affects
all of us. The financial problems
and income of these persons are
even worse.

The index value of the farmer's
dollar as computed by the United

States Bureau of Agricultural FEco-’

nomics based on 1910-1914 as par,
showed a ratio of 86% in 1935. - It
was as low as 61 in 1932 and fell to
77 in 1939,

These figures -mean that the
farmer received, for instance, in 1939
an average of 93 against a cost to
him for living and production com-
modities of 121. Only the fact that
the farmer receives certain values
from his farm such as room and
board, enables him to continue at
all, If such impossible conditions
are long continued it is difficult to
foretell what may happen to our
way of life. There is no “foreign
dictator” who offers as much dan-
ger to democracy.

Henry George says in “Protec-
tion or Free Trade” (1886),
“The dangers to the Republic come
not from without but from within
What menaces her safety is no ar-
mada launched from European
shores, but the gathering cloud of
tramps in her own highways. That
Krupp is casting monstrous cannomn,
and that in Cherbourg and Woolwich
projectiles of unheard-of destruc-

tiveness are being stored, need not-

alarm her, but there is black omen

in the fact that Pennsylvania min--

ers are working for 65 cenits a day.

“'No triumphant invader can tread

our soil till the hlight of ‘great es-
tates’ has brought ‘failure of the
crop of men’; if there be danger
that our cities blaze, it is from
torches 1it in faction fight, not from
foreign shells.”

What foresight had thia man!
Miners are still shedding blood in
their fight for better conditions.
Farmers by the thousands have been
wandering our highways unable to
find land on which to produce.

The total cash income of farmers
in 1939 was $8,539,602,000. Of this,
$807,065,000 or almost 109% repre-
sents payments by the government,
or payments contributed largely by
urban taxpayers in addition {o the

they must pay. The only period of
prosperity for the farmer, or the
years in which the ratio of prices
received to prices paid for commodi-
ties exceeded the par of 1810-1914
were the years 19817-1920 inclusive,
Some individual farmers and some
individual products have shown bet-
ter than average earnings at times,
but it is the median gverage that
shows the trend and the model av-
erage that shows the condition of
the class as a whale,

Against an average wage in man-
ufacturing in 1937 of $1,376.00 per
worker, the average farmer showed
an estimated cash income of under
$800.00. With exporis now greatly
eliminated real farm income will
drop still further though with infla-
tion it may show an apparent dol-
lar increase. Fvidence of this is
shown by the drop in cotton exports
from 66.29 of production in 1932-3
to 2869 of production in 1938-9,
the lowest figure in our times and
far below the 38.19, for 1917-8, the
year of unrestricted submarine war-
fare and shortage of cargo ships.

These statistics indicate but one
thing., The whole farm problem' in
general and farm jf;ena.ncy in partic-
ular are fraughtf Wlth danger—dan-
ger to our econoray and to our de-
mocracy. ‘Danger here and now.
Dictatorial control by government
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hag appropriated {he wages of in-
dustry in order to pay the financial
logses of agriculture, It has been
dictatorial in the sense that it was
brought about and exercised by con-
ditions about which the people nev-

er have been truly and intelligently
. enlightened.

Al the artificial controls that may
‘be devised, however, carnot stop the:
functioning of natural! economic law.
Yet action taken to avert disaster

for 25% of our people has very evi-.

dent reactions upon the remaining
75%. A rapidly increasing popula-
tion has previously hidden: cur basic
economic faults through spurts of
prosperity. The future can promise
no continyance of this. Statisticians
and economists have been and are
warsing-us that the population trend
is towards stabilization. - I we are
te exist-with a constant population

original cost of farm products that .owe.musi-aonaintain.an. economy -that -

will support ali men in justice and

~gguatity.-Today-many-see-their only -

hope in a cempletely socialized state:
No matter what the name of that
socialized state may be; Commu-
pigt, Fascist, Nazi, or New Deal, it
means sacrifice of our liberties, of
the freedoms for which, through the
years of struggle, we have fought
and died.

There is but one efficieni remedy
for this state of affmirs, and it is
an eeonomic fact which has always
been a fTact, which cannot bhe dis-
abled- or proved false by any pop-
ulation trend. Only freedom can
make men free. Qur freedom to
speak and write, to worship and as-
semble, must be augmented by the
freedom to produce and exchange.
The savage, without benefit of edu-
cation and technology, still main-
tains himself because he is free fo
address himself to the resources of
nature for the satisfaction of his
desires. In our ignorance, we have
given to a few of us the authority
to shut us out from this same store-
house. But those who gave the au-
thority can take it back, if they will.
If we permit an archaic system of
landownership and the “vested
rights” of monopoly to continue to
deprive us of access.to the bounty
of the Creator, we have omnly our-
selves to blame.
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EARW PRINCIFLES OF BOONOGMICY -

By Marry Guanises Brows N
Tameas Bros. (Columbia, Ho.) Lo
*Most men, said Oscar Wilds
(wasn!t it 7) kill the thing they love.

Chunmunities and -civilizations some~ -

times do the same. The American
people care’ commifted . by tradition,
By preference; by ‘every. conceivable
bord,: to ‘the .theory that there can
be no good society save it be based
uvpon liberty, ‘equality, justice—in
short; upon -the guarantees of the
Bill of Rights. “The concepts of fr.ee
are implicit. in the American: Credo
Americans generally detest collective
ism: theré ‘have even. been. written
into statute law. provisions discrimi-
nating against individuals who: ad-
here to the Commumist party. -And
yet, despite this love for and £dith
in free enterprise, the ideal itself is
not only as remdte today as it ‘ever
was, but appears. even less attain-
able than before. Indeed, by preach~
ing freedom on one hand and seek-
ing special preferential legislation
on the other, huge pressure groups
in our body politic threaten to wreck
the very systemy of private entér-
prise to which they give not wholiy
insincere lip service,

Such, it seems, iz the point of‘-gviéw
from which Professor Brown ap-
proached the Bsubject of political
economy in his new textbook. “I have
attempted here,” he says, “to pre-
gent a sort of philosophy or defense
of the price system (capifalism)—
net o defense of it as it is but anr ex-
planaiion and defemse of it as %
saight be,” In the words of his pub-
lishers, he raises by inplication the
gquestion, “Are we sabotaging our
system of free imdustry, the com-
petitive, voluntary price system
commonly called capitalism?”

Those who know Profsssor Brown
will not be surprised to learn that
his book -gives full and adequate
{reatment to the nature of rent (e,
the rent of land) and the social and

~goonomic effects of our system of

land tenure, and examines in zome
detail the speculations raised by pro-

posals to shift taxation to the site

vaiue of land,’ His penetrating anal-
ysis of the. relation of ‘vested
rights” to the taxation of land val-
ues follows much the same line as in
his. earlier “Hlconomic Basis of Tax
Reform” -and his still earlier “The-
ory of Earned and Unearned In-
comeg”’—an analysig which caused
Hotelling of Columbia tc observe
(Econometrica, 1938, p. 256) that
“The proposition that there iz no
ethical objection to the confiscation
of the site value of land by taza-
tion, if and when the non-landowning
¢lesses can get the power to do so,
has been ably defended by H. C
Brown.”

' Profesgor Brown makes, it con-
nection with supposed extreme rates
of return on capiial, one point which
is generally overlooked in arguments
on  entrepremeurial profits, but
which, if properly apprehended, helps
to clarify one or iwe much mocoted
questions. “Some of the incomed
which are often thought of as un-
earned are chance gains so offset by
corresponding deficiencies at other
times, as tc mean no average loss
to the public.” The “corresponding
deficiencies” may of course be in
other places, rather than at other
fimes. Such unusual profits as are
reaped by (e.g.) successiul cigarette
manufacturers may well fall into
this category; if we consider them
as a chance gain, offset by the loss-
es of those who iry to crash the
cigarette market and fail, we have
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at least some basis for assuming
that the expectation of profit is ap-
proximately equal for all competi-
five capitalist enterprise, the prin-
cipal difference being in the magni—
{ude of the stakes.

But it is not possible to dismiss
the book with unmixed pralse. Its
length (507 pages, not counting the
appendix, glossary and index) is for-
bidding, and likely fo frighten away
gtudents who might profit by it—
urnless, of course, they read it as a
text book, under duress. This for-
bidding aspect is somewhat enhanced
by having the book printed on com-
paratively thick paper. (The priat,
however, is large, and the style
smooth and readable.) Again: the
discussion of the rent of land occu-
pies the closing pertion of the book
—and unless studeni practice has
changed considerably since the writ-
er’s own day at Missouri University,
there is reason to fear that the ma-
jority of students will never “get to
that part.”

On "the other - hand, the work’s
value ag g text is probably enhanced
by this arrangement, at least from
the point of view -of those teachers
of economics  wiho diverge most
sharply from Dr. Brown on the rent
question. The earlier chapters of
the work, though individual and
provocative, are nevertheless not g0’
unorthodox as to bhe revolutionary.'
All in all, the book deserves a large
readership, and may yet wield an
important influence in shaping
American economic destiny.

It may not be cut of place to in-

‘clude here a word of appreciation

for Professor Brown’s gracious ac-
knowledgment of material which ap-
peared originally in The Freeman,

PAUL PRACH
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{Continued frem last month.)

His most startling theory was that
Dry Lake City had actually been
impoverished. The advance in shov-
els, he claimed, created an army of
jidlers and robbed the camp of
wealth their labor would have pro-
duced. - '

To give work to these idlers, the
‘camp embraced protectionism and
the protective tax. 'The protective
tax was a congumers’ f{ax—that is,
each consumer paid the tax in pro-
portion to the beans he ate. Rich
men devour about the same guan-
tity of heans as their less affluent
brothers; hence, rich and poor were
taxed at the same rate. The poor,
being more numerous than the rich,
paid by far the greater share of the
whole. Protection therefore broad-
cast increased poverty to the poor.

Under normal econditions, the af-
fairs of Dry Lake City might have
heen expected {0 go on quite com-
placently, Employment should have
veen stable, the wage was sufficient,
and every man was under contract
to hold his job. The whole term to
pe cecupied in the completion of this
great project miight have been
counted on as remote from upheaval.
‘Thig calny was broken by Martin and
his theories of wealth.

Within two years, business and fi-
nance assumed bewildering complex-
ity. The business clement adopted
the Martin dogma, and held its au-
thor in reverentiai awe. Bankers,
whe cpened offices to accommodate
the public, were its strongest spon-
sory and since they were supposed
to bhe financial experts, their judg-
ment earried weight.

Zbovels eame to be recognized as
the basis of credit. "The banks,
which had become deeply involved in
ali affairg affecting shovels, pre-
ferred shovels as collateral, rather
than the ability of the hotrower fo
praoduce enough earnings to pay. So
did trast, insurance, aud investment
companies, A huge artificial credit
systems was thus erected for which
o one was responsible.

The Shovelcrats

By CRAIG RALSTON

- Martin utilized these facts as ad-
ditional arguments for measures to
sustain the value of shovels. Fur-
ther, he demonsirated that any im-
pairment of their value could not
but ruin the financial institutions
and their depositors and -crush the
city.

Morgan derided the credits and fi-

nancial operations built on the going
value of shovels. That shovels could
be used as a credit basis, he did not
deny—but he held it to be a ques-
tionable advantage. Men were buy-
ing shovels, gambling in shovels, and
borrowing and lending on shovels—
and some day, he thought, they
would have s sad time. ) ,
The ensuing city campaign was
keenly disputed. -
- Under Conservative guidance,
great strides had been made in
wealth and prosperity; Martin said
so. Shovels were vastly more valu-
able. If Conservatives were returned
to power they would revise the rail-
road farther outward, and make
more work. He pointed with pride
to what had already hesn achieved,
and viewed Communisis, of whom a
few were aboul, with slarm, )
What Conservatives did in increas-
ing the value of shovels and revising
the railroad outward was accom-
plished by utilizing the power of the
State, Morgan protested in vain
against the assumption that the

s

-Btate should fix prices and wages
-a1id- designate those to whom prof-

its should -go. When this is domse,
hé maintained, the State will, to a
considerable- extent, select those who
shall be rici. In a round-shout way,
it will at the same time nominate
others to be poor.

“That's what the
do,” Morgsn said. “It does not
change it o call it business when
Conservatives do it; and confiscation
when Reds do 1t The resulis are
the same—somebody gets what
semehody else earned.”

In fosiering the doctrine that the
State should allot wealth, Conserva-
tives sowed sgeeds that would pro-
duce a bigger crop of Reds some
day; s0.Morgan- prophesied.

Martin won, and instead of being
elected Mayor, Morgan went back
to his trench with his $7,500 shovel,.
protesting ibat its true value was
$1-the same shovel he started with,
in breadth, depth, and material, ex-

Reds want to

cept that it was a little worn.

Nature ‘is patient. Her obvious
purpose is to cooperate with man.

“When he bhanders too much for co-
_opgration, she tries to rectify his .
‘eérrors by striking a new balance.

When wealth” accumulates as n
Dry Lake City, it is because some
expropriate the right of others to
work., The losers are thus deprived
of the chance to produce their own
wealth and be their own masters.

In her own wise way, Nature in-
tervenes. The expropriators, having
made their piles, wax lazy and seclt
ways to enjoy their wealth in esass
and comfort. This creates a new
demand for service. In Dry Lake
City, this demand gave employment
to hundreds, who ministered to thsa
wants and pampered the appetites
of the new rich.

Others who could not obtain thils
work or did not care for if, begg::
on the streets or became crimi
and held up those who posse
wages or dividends. This had a two-
fold beneficial effect in affording ro-
lief; first, the mendicants and hoid-
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up-men established an occupation
for themselves; second, it was nec-
essary to employ a large pelice force,
construct a commodious jail, and in-
crease thie number of criminal courts
from one to five. All this afforded
employment to some who patrolied
the streets and arrested people; cth-
ers watched the jail to keep the jail-
birds from getting out; while a third
group found jobs as judges sending
‘them in.

An agylum for the insane had to
be provided with a corps of guards
and attendants, The rich went
crazy in the struggle to get richer,
and the poor because they were dis-
tracted with poverty.

] & &

In the eight years the Shovelcrats
have ruled Dry -Lake City part of
a new generation has matured. Boys
grew into manhood and contended
lustily for shovels and bid the price
up to get them. These youths were
the recipients of much good advice
from the better element, which be-
ing composed chiefly of the ownerg
of shovels, had abundant time to of-
fer it. )

They were advised to marry
young; not to marry until they had
saved enough to buy a shovel; to
rear large families; to restrict their
families to the proper size; to mar-
ry a girl whose father had two shov-
els; not to drink intoxicants; to
drown their troubles in more intoxi-
cants; fo put their money in the

bank; to spend their money, and
boom business; to endure the lack
of a shovel patienmtly in this world,
and look for reward in the world to
come; and the like,

Despite this good advice, there
were tendencies that encouraged im-
mnorality, Caution prevented men
from marrying until they were able
to provide for a f%mily, and as this
became more difficult, caution be-
came a source of immorality. Not
being sought as wives, women crowd-
ed into occupations. Ties of the old
home grew lighter for women who
did not find new homes for them-
selves.

The community was richer than
ever before. Never in the world's
history lad shovels been worth $7,-
50C. Shovel owners stated that they
had sought men to operate these val-
uable shovels, offering to permit
them to retain two-thirds their wag-
es. ‘The offefs’ were accepted re-
luctantly, or mot at all; therefore, it
was clear that some of the pecple
mtst be inherently vicious, deliber-
ately preferring dissipation to proh-
ity and industry. Much was said
about the incompetent and the unfii.

The beiter element organized so-
cieties, which employed watchers and
detectives to peep about and see
what they could see. The crusades
were thought to be effective by their
promoters, who as evidence of

. achievement, pointed to large num-

bers of the sinful in jail. With up-
lift committees perpetually in pur-
suit, armed with admonitions, search
warrants, and injunctions, life for
the shovel-less became olle Swifl
sprint between two eternities.

Men and women joined clubs,
played cards, sought culture, amused

themselves with dress, called protest

meetings, or organized Leagues to
suppress this or that. So much idle-
ness among the rich natorally gave
the cultured folk cpportunity to de-
vise endless schemes to uplift the
social order and try them on the
dog. In this case, the dog was the
idle poor. Being idle, it had plenty
of time to he the dog, and get up-
lifted.
# L] L3

As In all cities, journalists pilot
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progress. KEach has his favorite po-
litical party, which he asserts will
increase the price of shovels faster
than the opposing party. If he is
not a party journalist, he turns in-
dependent, and searches relentlessly
for good men with forceful charac-
ters to elect to office so they can
rescue the camp from misgovern-
ment, reduce the shovel tax, and
thus increase the price of shovels
more rapidly than the machine poli-
ticians.

In the theater the drama mirrors
the longings and emotions of the
people. Each workman would like
to possess a shovel or a job, so that
igs the conventional theme.

The plot discloses the handsome
youth, owner of perhaps 20 shovels
who loves a beautiful maiden, who
possesses no shovels. Over this in-
congruous situation, sentimental
play-goers shed their tears—to be
lifted into ecstacies when, as the
curtain act, the affluent hero bursts
the barriers produced by differences
in shovels, and clasps the lovely, but
shovel-less heroine to his manly bo-
som. Or it may be the well-worn
theme of the honest, but indigent
workman, whose shovel mortgage is
abhout to be foreclosed in a snow

storm, which affords the spectators
the opportunity to hiss the heartless
mortgagee.

{Continued next month.)
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P ofth Cusads fo

doseph H. Pendieton

BAN DIEGO, Calif.-—The Henry George
School of Boclal Science has lost a de-
voted supporter of itz principles and itg
work in the untimely passing of Major
General Jogeph M. Pendleton, of Coro-
itado, California, at the age of 1.  Gen-
eral Pendleton was a life-long follo_wer
of the philosophy of Henry George, and
through a long and brilliant eareer comn-
tinized to teach and spread the doctrines
of a iree economy. He was a sponsor of
the San Diego Extension of the Henry
‘George School of Social Science, and for
years bad remained cne of its staunchest
and most active supporters,

Born in Pennsylvama in 186() General
Pendleton was a descendant of one of the
earliecst Massachusetts families, his fore-
bears having settled there im 1634 At
the age of 18, he entered the TUnited
States Naval Academy, receiving the rank
of second lieutenant of the Marine Corps
in 1884, His promotions were constant,
culminating in his being named a Major
General in 1923, Since 1924, he has been

on the retired list, spending his reclin-’

ing years in what could hardly be termed
‘‘retivement,” as he continued to be en-
thusiastically sctive both in the Marine
‘service and in the Henry George move-
-ment, An ardent worker in many fields,
and a member of many fraternal and
civic groups, General Pendleton attained
affectionate distinction as “‘the most be-
loved officer ever stationed at San Diego'
and *“‘the father of the Marine Corps in
California.”

In announcing the sad news of the
de&th of General ¥Pendleton, Grant M.
Webater, executive secretary of the San
Diego Extension of the Henry George
Zchool of Social Sclence, stated: “He was
a congistent and fearléss advocate of
Henry George’s economic policies, and
gave us his hearty support through a
long career., His death 1s a great loss
to our cause.,” General Pendleton was
laid to ‘rest in the Fort Hosecrans Na-
tional Cemetery in California.

From the Pulpit

ST. LOUIS, Mo—Laurance Robbins
Plank, Minister of The First Tnitarian
Church, in St. Louis, Mo., devoted his
entive chitrch bulletin of January 25, 1942,
to guotations from the works of Henry
Gedrge, ' The topie of Mr, Plank's ser-
maon for that -day was “The FPhilosophy
and Religion: of . Henry George”  and on

the iollowing evening, Monday, the Dis-
Cussion . Group at the church, under Mr.
Plank’s ' diréction, examined further the
ideas of Henry George.

Edited by LAURA BREST

Change in Directorship

The resignation of Mr, Frank Chodordy
as Director of the Henry George. School

- and has been accepted by the Trusteés

of the School. Miss Margaret E. Bate-
man, Assistant DPirector has been ap-
pointed to succeed him. . :

[}

Wedding Annduncement '

The marriage of Mr, William Witort
and Miss Theress McCarthy wag  Dper-
formed by Monsignor Ligwtti at the
church of St. Philip de Neri in The
Bronx on February i4th. Prior to her
marriage Misg McCarthy had been work-
ing directly under the Trustees of the
Henry George School of SBocial Science of
New Jersey. Previously she ha.d resigned
from her voluntary duties ag secretary
of the Board of Trustees of the Henry
George School of New York,

New York Faculty Meets

NEW YORK, N. Y.—A joint meeting
of the faculty of the Henry George School
of Social Science and the trustees of the
New York Schoot took place on Febni-
ary 28,

day Evening Forum,
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Speakers Bureau Reports

NEW YORE, N. Y.—Miss Dorothy Sa-
13, Secretary of Speakers Bureau, reporis
the following dates booked:

- March 2—C. Q. Steele at Young Wom—

-en’s Republican Club, Scarsdale, N. Y.

‘March. 29-—Henry A. Lowenberg at Sun-
Harlem Unitarian
Church, N. Y. C.

. April b—Henry A, Lowenberg at Young
Women's Republican Club, Searsdale,

April "—Hmanuel Choper at Readsrs
Asgsociation, N. Y. Public Library, West-
chester Square Eranch, Bronx, N. ¥.

‘George for Lunch :

NEW YORK, N. Y.—A luncheon classg

“for business.men has. been instituted by

Lancaster M. Gireene, of the Henry George

- 8chool of Social Science New York facul-

ty, at the Railroad and Machinery Club,
30 Church Street, N. ¥. C. Mr. Greene
econducts these classes every Thursday

~“from 1:00 to 2:00 P.M. There is no charge

for the course, 8o if your friends are too
busy - to attend evening -classes At the
Henry George School, they might be able
to partake of Georgism and luncheon si-
multaneously.

Sehedule of Glasses (andamental EOOIIOIII[GS)
-Spring Term, 1942—Now. Jorsey Extension
Henry George Schwol of Social Sclence

‘Bloomfield Public Library, 90 Broad Street Tuies., Mar. 8, T:30 P.M.
Cranford Haas Residence, 507 Orchard Sireet Fri. Feb. 20, 8:00 P.M.
Dover Public Library, 32 E., Clnton Street ‘Wed., Mar. 4, 7:30 P.M.
Elizabeth Y.M.C.A., 135 Madison Avenue Wed. Mar. 4, T:30 P.M,
Hackensack T.MC.A,, 360 Maih Street - Mon. Mar. 2, 8:00 P.M,
Irvington Morrell High School, 1253 Clinton Avenue Tues, Mar. 3, 7:30 P.M,
Jersey City YW.CLA., 270 Fairmotmt Ave, Fri. Mar. 6, 3:00 P.AM.
Montclair T Bt Luke’s Parigh House, 73 So.

Fullerton Avenue Thurs, Mar, 5, 5:00 P.M,
Montclair YW.CA, 25 Park Street Wed. Mar. 4, 1:30 P.M,
Newark Y.M.H.A., 625 High Street Wed. Mar. 4, 8:00 P.M.
Newark 1 Clinton Street, Room' 39 . Mon.  Mar. 2, 8:00 .M,
Newark Weequahie High School, 278 Chancellor Ave, Tues. Feb. 10, 8:00 P.M,
Orange Y.M.C.A, 125 Main Street - - Mon. Mar. 2, 8:00 P.M,
QOrange Y.M.CA, 8 Oakwood Avenue. Thurs. Mar. b, 8:00 P, M,
Passaic Fortqmann Memorial Library, Gregory Ave. Tues. Marv. 3, 7:30_P.M.
Paterson Y.M.C.A, 128 Ward Sireet : Thurs. Mar. 5, 8:00 .M.
Surmmit YMCA 67 Maple Street Wed., Mar. 4, 8:00 P.M
Summit Milier Residence, 100 Baltusrel Road Thurs. Feb. b, 8:00 P.M.
‘Westtield Office of Dr. G, W. Hsty ’

629 B, Broad Street’ ’ Tues, Feb, 17, 8:00 .M,
Westwood Pubhc lerary 49 Ps.rk Avenue - Mon, Mar, 2, T7:30 P.M.

Llasses in “Seiemne of . Political E:conomy"
Catdwell ‘Home of Mr. Addisdn ‘¥, Barry -

86 Westover Road, "W, Caldwell Wed. Feb. 1, 3:00 P.M.
Maywood First Presbyterian Chureh : : ;L !
[ Maywood and Thoma Avenues Tués, Feb. 24, 8:00 P.M.
‘Néw Brumswick Y.M.C.A. Livingston Avenue ¥ri Jan. 30, $:00 P.M,
Newark 1- Clinton Street, Room''29 ¥ri. Feb. 27, 80 B.M
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Q. When by taxing both Iand and im-~
provements we are still mnable to raise
enough revenune to meet the expemse of
government, how c¢am we heope that »

‘single tax on land valmes will be ade-

quate

A, Even if it were inadequate we should
exhaust the possibilities of the more ad-
vantageous method of raising revenue be-
fore we turn to something less advan-
tageous, But In point of fact, there is

-no reason for anticipating any deficit,
“With poverty -and war -abolished, gov-
ernments would not need huge revenues,

Classes in Montreal

MONTREAL, Can—In February, the
Henry George School of Social Science in
Montreal opened three hew classes, Three

~new clagges in Progréss and Poverly were
.opened in the Henry George School of
.Bocisl Science in Montreal, under the di-

rection of Mr. Mathieson, Mr. Markland
and Mrs, Rusgsell. John Andersom, Presi-

- dent of -the Henry George School in Mon~
 treal, is conducting a class in “Protec-
~tion or Free Trade,’”” and Mr., Markland
~has also undertaken the instruction -of a
-gmall group in ‘“Democracy vs. Social-
~ism.”

Ban Goods from Heaven

“p meteorite which fell in the United
States was Iocated by a farmer, who
found the mass of molien iron in his
field and began to exhibit it for profit.
Along came the landowner, who pointed
out that, as he refained all mineral rights,

the meteorite was his property, and that -
all exhibition fees should be paid over .

to him. The dispute was still unsettied
when the Customs officials intervened and.
confiscated the meteorite ag unmanufac-.

* “tured-iron . which has entered the United

States without paying duty."—“Square

1941,

"The Small Shall Be Great |
" NEW YORK, N, ¥.—In Conn, Mutual:
Lifo Insurance Co. vs. Stinsonm, 62, Ill..

ADD. 320, it was held that while one-
vigintillionth part of the front end of .a

Jot is o minute as to be unappreciable
by the physical senses, nevertheless the ~
“mind recognizes it as a real entity, and
& -title obtained to it by a deed under
a tax sale would cut the owner off from -

access to the street, and render him

guilty of a technical trespass whenever’

he passed over it, (Case & Comment, . .
' . u daily worship a statutory requirement in

“avery :school.

January, 1942)) .

, A vigintillion i3 & billion billion billion -
'_i_a_illion billion billion billion—one followed - ,
by 62 zeros. o "

. Belief in the divine right of kings has
faded; but the divine right of landown-
ers survives—under the name of “right
to property’'—the divine right to collect
tribute. :

As we look about and see the present
possession and distribution of land, and
the vast number of men who have 1o
Jand, apd cannot gecure any, the problem
of gecuring their naturat rights to all

‘men may seem Impogsible, & mers dream.

The real difficulty will be %o educate
men to recognize thelr natural rights,
gnd how they may be realized. This is
what the study of Henry George meahs,

' Yobn Harrington
COshkosh, Wis.

t & ®
A bowguet for “The Shovelerats”! I

-hope you realize what a treasure you

have in fhis tale. I hops you are hold-

ing the type on this, and planning to

reproduce it in booklet form., It's im-
portant. :

T'm teaching economics this year to
college freshmen, and I'd like to put it
in the hands of every one of my stu-
dents, I beg of you to igsue it in

" pamphlet form. It's simply priceless, and

should be permanently available.
Morgan Harris
Los Angeles, Cal.

REditor's Note: We are indeed saving
the type on Mr. Ralston’s upigue story,

_and plan to follow Mr. Harris'- sugges-
- lon,

Deal,” ‘Toronto, Canada, March-April,. ~

L & L 4

In the February issue of The Freeman
I find an article, “Wanted: A Religious
extbook,” which must be decidedly op-
posed, because it clearly demands the
introduction of religious inmstruction in
our.gchools under the cloak of a religious-
moral textbook,

The introduction of "‘releaged time” to
let children out of school for instruection

" in ‘their own churches, wag the firsf

bashful step, and the asuthor of this ar-

ticle refers with satisfaction to this and

at the same time to a recent act of Par-
Hament making religicus instruction and

" Such = totalitarian-like ordinance in a

~.democracy. needs by no mesns to be a

model for us. Our Constitution secures
religious liberty:; such an ordinance
would be an invasion of that guaranty.
The immorality of land-ownership can
be shown without reference {o any rell-
glon.
Amndréw Cordian
Flemington, N. J.
* * *

Your article, “*A Religious Text Book,”
greatly interests me. At the best, the
church has become a social unit in which
the teachings of Christ de not play any
weighty part, At the worst it has be-
come a corrupt political system complete-
1y divoreed from the teachings of Christ
and, in fact, perverting them.

Any religiows teaching the church may
dole out is incidental. It is useless to
try to bring about reform. Your article,
“A Religious Text Book,” is the right
golution,
: A. G. Tillotson

Jamestown, N. ¥,
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The Conespondence Department of the Menry George School
of Social Seience is seriouvsly comsidering converting its present

question-and-answer lesson sheets to a series of multiple-ehkoice.

guestions. Readers of The Freeman are invited to take the
following test, which has been submifted as a possible question
sheet for Lesson 1 (Book I, “Frogress and. Povexrty”). If yon
will send your answers in, you will receive a- correction shest.
Question 1.

In recent years, much attention has been given to the
study of the meaning of words. When we use words
in shifting or inexact meanings, we are likely to fall into

(a) bad grammar (b) illogical conclusions (c) untrie

gtatements (d) pedantry (e) illiteracy.
Question 2.

In beginning the study of political economy we find
that many common words are used with special mean-
ings.. This circumstance (a) is common to all specialized
fields (b) 'shows that political economy is different from
other sciences (¢) shows that political economy is a

real science (d) shows that peolitical economy is not a
real science (e) proves the inadeguacy of language to
express ideas. ,

Question 3.

In political economy, the term labor is applied to (a.)
all who work for an employer (b) all who receive a
stated compensation at fixed intervals (c) all human
exertion directed toward the production of wealth (d)
meéchanics and others who work with their hands (e)
those who work in a subordinate capacity.

Question 4.

A group of four men includes a carpenter, a truck
driver, a newspaper editor and a factory superintendent.
Of these, (a) noneé (b) one (c) two (d) three (e} all
should be excluded from the economic category of labor.

Question 5.

¥rom the viewpoint of political economy, a dollar bill
is not wealth because (a) most of our business is trans-
acted with checks, not cash (b) printing more dollar
bills would not make the community richer (c¢) paper
money has mno intringic value (d) our paper money is
not backed by sufficient bullion (e) our paper money is
not redeemable in gold.

Question §.

Many modern text books give the factors of produc-
tion as land, labor, capital, government, and enterprise.
If, however, we go to fundamentals we can omit from
this list (2) government (b) enterprise {c) governmeni
and enterprise (d) capital and enterprize (e} capital and
government.

Question 7.

Indicate which one of the following is land: (a} a
wild animal (b} a vegetable garden (c) an oil well (d}
an 1rr1gat10n ditch {e) the lake behind a dam.

Question 8.

Indicate which one of the following is not capital: (a)
money in the bank (b) a miner’s pick (c) a storekeeper’s
fixtures (d) a factory (e) a locomotive. ’

Question 9.

I possess a slave, a government bond, a guitar and a
good singing voice. Of thege four, (a) none (b) one
(¢) two (d) three (e) all are wealth.

Question 10,
A group of men inclzdes a farmer, a miller, a store-
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keeper and a delivery boy. Of these, the activities of

(a) none (b) one (¢} two (d) three (e} all are part of
the production of wealth.
Questmnll

A loaf of bread goes through: five stages: (a) taken
from oven in bakery (b) delivered to grocery store (¢)
delivered by storekeeper to consumer (d) placed in con-
sumer's breadbox (e) eaten by consumer. Which of
these stages is the last in the process of production?

Question 12.

Wlnch part of the following definition can be omitted?
“Wealth consists of objects which are (a) material, (b}
have exchange value, (¢) are produced from natural
raw materials (d) by labor (e) and capital.”

Question 13,

Rent is defmed as payment for the use of (a) any
borrowed egquipment (b} & room or apartment (c) land
(d) real estate (&) durable goods.

Question 14,

“Digtribution” means (a) the delivery of the product.
to the ultimate consumer (b) transportation (c¢) mer-
chandiging (d) both transportation and merchandiging
(e) the apportionment of the product among the factors
of production.

GQuestion 15,

The categories of distribution are given by some
writers as reht, wages, interest, taxes and profits.
From the standpoint of fundamentals, we may omit
from this ligt (a) none (b) the first two (c) the last

one {d) the last two {e) the last three.

Question 16,

I own and personally superintend an apartment house,
builf on land which does not belong to me, but which'I
occupy on lease, paying the full market value, The in-
¢come I derive from this properity consists of (a) remt
(b) rent and wages (¢) wages and interest (d) rent and
interest {e) rent, wages and interest,

Question 17.

I own an apartment house, together with the lot on
which it stands; but o not personally provide any serv-
ices or take a hand in the management of the property.
The income I derive from it consists of (a) rent (b}
rent and wages (¢) wages and interest (d) rent and in-
terest (e) rent, wages and interest.

) o Question 18.

In a group of five persons, one (&) I8 a miser and
lives off hig hoard, another (b) lives on royaliies from
mineral tights, another {c} on his salary as manager

. of a large manufacturing corporation, another (d) on

‘a pension, and the last (e) by tsking ih washing. As-
suming that none has any other source of income, whlch
one iz a capitalist?

Guestion 15,

Identify the true statement among the following: (a}
AN wealth is capital (b) Some (not all) wealth is cap-
ital (c) Some (not all) capital is wealth (d) No wealth
is capital (e) No capital is wealth,

Question 20.

The political economist can discuss wea:lth in gen~
eral instead of specific kinds of wealth because all
wealth is (a) material (b) valuable (c) exchangeable
(d) the product of labor (e) the object of desire.




On March 15;. 1942 the annual subscription price of \The Free-
~ man will be 1ncreased to $l 00. All subscriptions postmarked after
midnight of that dat,e W111 be at the new rate.

The n_ecesmty for-taklng this action need sur;ﬁ;ise no one; most
of us are fgﬁnilierzw_ifh the rapid rise iﬁ costs. Skilled labor is in-
creasingly at a premium. Paper is rising rapidly in price, and may
eventually become unobtainable at any p.l‘rice unless buyers are will-
~ ing to accept lower grades;

The test of the de_silra-_bilit_y.rof. any eommodity or rservice is its
It is proper,

ability to survive in the competition of a free market.

_then, that the readers of The Freeman should bear the principal bur-

den of defraying its costs.

There will, of course, be no change in

the pohcy of The Freeman with respect to art and literary work;

these will be done on a volunteer basis, as heretofore.

Subscnbers Who wish to do so may renew at the old rate within

the time spec1f1ed Use the coupon.

THE FREEMAN CORPORATION
30 Tast 29th Street, New York City
" () Enclosed find ......... for which please
‘énter (renew) my subscnptton to ‘I‘I—IE} FREEMAN
at 50¢ per year.

( )} Enclosed find $1.00, for Which please gsend
Oppenheimer's “The State” to.
INEIIE v vvevenanenacanerons i eie it anas
‘Address ..... P, P et
and send THE FREEMAN :for one yea.r to
Name careereaenn v . S RTEERET TR

AAATESS .. ivcriiaa ittt ey

In hkis master work, “The State,” Dr. Franz
Oppenheimer provides us with an authoritative
study of the State as a sociological concept, and
demonstrates how it arose from the use of po-
litical means to economic ends,

If you do not wish to cut ont the coupon, you
may order by letter. If you use the coupon, be
sure to check which offer you are accepting.

This offer explres at mideight, March 15th,
1942.




