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PROPOSED DANISH LEGISLATION

Word has been received from Dr, Viggoe Starcks,
head of the Danish Justice (Georgist) Party, and Minis-
ter without Portfolin, in the new land-value-tax coali-
tien: povernment, regarding  the govermment policy
toward greater implementation of land walue taxa-
tion.

. Starcke states, “It is the comumon interest of
the thres government parties (in the cealition, com-
posed of Social Democrats, Radical Liberals, and Jus-
fice Party Members) in bringing about a solution of
the land gusstion that has brought them together.
The solution of the land problem is drawing clogse.
The grouad iz giving way under the monopolies . . .

“The  government proclamation . promises that it

will changs over the taxes on buildings to a fax on

the land they are bullt on, which will stimuiafe budld-
ing activity . . fo put inbo effect, within the first par-
Hamentary session, s law taxing increments in land
values, which will destrov land speculation and resmove
one of the causes of inflation. Finally, the govern-
ment will work out a hill about change over from
private mortgaging of land values o land value faxa-
tion, which will open the way to a new production and
fax-cnts,”

Denmark alveady collects about 50% of the ground
vent, has low tazes on buildings, and extremely low
tariiis,

—From “Fenry George Herald” Los Angeles, OCallforpia.

MOVING BATKWARD

Trade Unions have been disturbed by rising cost
of Bving., Scullin “salea-tax” jacks up the CO.L. by
£135 million collected this year.

This tax spiral adds another £60 million fo cost of
goods which iz paid by the people but ahsorbed in the
steps from manufacture Lo onstomer: In Australia
these “rark-upns” for sales fax keep, probably, 10,000
clerks, typists, and other staff making the caleulations
for the five differens rates of tax, allotting the exemp-
tions, sathering the many items of money from mil-
tveona of dockets, and remitiing thds to the Canberra

“treasury. 9o eutting down the Scullin sales tax would

reguce the cost of living, Unhappily the union leaders
do not understand business. : o

Arditration Court

Unions have appealed to $his Court for more paper
money to help members wmeet the increased cost of
living and have besn granted 5/- a week increase.
Certainly this will help the workers 0 pay the Scullin
sales tpx tucked away in the cost of thelr giocery
and drapery needs,

Secondary Eifecis

But 5/~ rise on the basic wapge will do other things,
It will increase the tax money needed (o build the
Bnowy Mountalng Project and all Post Offlce painting
and building jobs, Al suppliers of ecormodities (o
Government departments will put up their charges.
Dozens of buildings going uvp in Canberra will cost
more.  HBo finance gets tight., Bullding houses is
made more sxpensive and workers will find their debt
burden heavier Bince the paper money content
of the pay envelope will be lavger, deducilons for in-
come tax “contributions” will be heavier. S¢ the
workers (manual and white-collar itypesy will loss
some of the £25 yearly rise by income tax gnd loss
more by rise in price of goods and services. Taking
things together the gain in “real” wages (that i3, pur-
chasing power) will be slight. Bub, export of factory
products will be more difficilt. The Australian econ-
omy Is moving — backward.

TREASURER BOLTE BLUNDERS

Mr., Bolie has asnnounesd hiz intention to arrange
further exemptions (beyond £1600 on U.CV.) from
coliection of State Land Tax. This means that less
benefit is to be gained from Federal deductions al-
lowed on Income Tax and, conseguently, that Victorian
citizens are to pavy more Income 'Tax into Federal
nool. By the same action the Victorlan Treasury
will receive lesg revenue from ifs own sources and yeb
no greater re-imbursement from Canberra.

Tt iz an observed fact that vscant blocks of land
are more rapldiy developed in those municipal areas
whose Councils levy rafes on the onimproved capital
value. Mr. Bolte may not be aware of this. Yet Vie-
tortan Land Tax operates in the same way lo promote
development of neglected blocks of land. Since the
Tang Tax cannot be passed on, the demand notice
comes as an annual reminder to the holder that his
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LAND.VALUE T2XES FOR JAMAICA
Anstralian Rating Ezpert Appointed
FEydney M
.8 W,
e

JAccording to an artizle In fhe
Hieradd” (17/3/58) received ifrom our
Isagues, Jamaliea is in process of adopting
value rating system.
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~ Australia was requested to help, and g Ca report
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Mr., John Copes, g public servant, was appointed Lo go
1o Jamaics and introdice the new sy
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June, 1958

The following is a broadcast election talk by Mr.
L. J. Butchinson, who stood as an Independent ad-
vocatling Georgist principles for Moonee FPonds zf the
recent Siate elections,

Good afternoon, lsteners. T am contesting the
State Legislative Assembly HElectorate of Moonee Ponds
at the fortheoming election on the 31st May., I believe
that prosperity without infiation can be achiesved by
a revision of our taxation practices in accordance with
principles of Justice applied on a State level as distinct
from the Federal level,

Whatever the Federal Government may do in mis-
handling public money or the nation’s affairs, the
consequences apply with equal force to all States.

The inflationary pressures and dislecations due to
the obstruction of trade by tariffz and import guotas,
the impediments to infernal trade and the effects on
the cost siracture due to Sales Tax and Income Tax
demand strong action by forthright independent think-
ing men in the Federal sphere. None the less, the pros-
perity of Victeria fies in the hands of Vietorians oper-
ating through State Pariiament.

. If we, in this State, make land readily available

at low prices for homes, factories and agriculture, we
wonld open up avenues for the creation of great wealth
and by this means alone increase prosperity.

Buf, if at the same time, we reduce the basic
costs of power and transport we will create conditions
for the creation of wealth In this State which would
place us at an unigue advanbage relative to the other
States of the Commonwealth, not only as to our inter-
ual econcmy bul relative to competitive prices for ex-
port markets, '

These conditions of deflated land prices, cheaper
power, and chegper fransport can be achieved simply
and effectively by resorting to basic Justice in our
approach to taxation. '

We must get clear In our minds whaf rightly be-
longs to the State and what belongs to the citizen.

Land values are created by the presence of the
community and are greatly enhanced by the presence
of all those services which the community calls into
existence at considerable cost. Railways, roadways,
electricity, gas, water, sewerage, schools, hospitals and
the pelice foree, to name a few, such services all have
the effect of enhancing the value of land. Is anything
more obvious than that the more centrally located a
piece of land is in relation to these services the greater
will be its desirability and hence its value or price?

Then from thiz it becomes obvions that for the
State to place a charge or tax on this value is to
charge the receiver of value in proportion to the value
he receives. This is both fair and economically simple.
The only thing against it is that the owner may be
wealthy and influential — and object.

From all considerations of justice and eguity the
State should have first ¢laim on these land values and
is shirking its respousibility and deing an injustice
if it does not use them for publie purposes. The posi-
tion arises in Victoria that becaunse of our government
turning its hack on the legitimate source of revenue —
and allowing land jobbers and specuiators to withhold
the reservoirs of wealth virtually tax free—that we are
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EORGIST'S ELECTION POLICY BROADCAST

‘beset by one of the greatest speculative land booms

Page 3

in the history of this State. Fome sites with the bars
essentials of light and waber, nc sewer, no rozd, resch
£1000 a site, seven miles irom the G.P.O.  When
land prices reach these limits home building can oniy
start after the site buyer has been robbed. This un-
healthy, evil condition is heading for stagnation of
building and chaos. The government, having turned
a biind eyve to the private rake-off of public sources
of revenue, must needs resort to other means o fin-
ance the State. Last year your State Covernment
ropbed the estates of 12,348 peopls who had disd of a
total of £7,800,000. Desecraters of graves ave regarded
with horror but to plunder the widow and orphan Is not
too low a pastime for governments, bBoith Labor angd
Libersl, who neglect their clear-cut duly and resort 4o
legalised pillage to fiil the Treasury. The disgraceful
conditicn arises that the politicians who allow private
individuals possessing land ditles to reap the lion's
share of the value of State works, 2l byt tax free, do
not hesitate to foster g Stale lotiery to sgueeze p cop-
rupt £2,950,000 to eke things slomg for the State they
begear by private patronage and neglect,

I stand for one single tax on the unimproved value
of the land of the State of Victorla to be used to fin-
ance the capital costs of Siate works and in return the
members of the State shall enjoy repeal of faxation
of their earnings by ithe Biaie, rvepeal of robbery of
thelr esiates when they die, and repeal of lotteries as a
means of financing the State. And as to chargss o
the customers of State services, these shall be charged
lower fares, freight rates, power and gas charges, and
substantially reduced motor regisiration fees. This
decrease in production cosis combined with the releaze
of speculative land holdings to the land hongry at
economic prices will create prosperity without inflation.

It will foster industry and give to labor ibts full
reward.

TAXATIOM ANMND 7S EFFECTS
TInder our present sysiem of taxafion we place
penalties on useful eifort.
Tax manufacturers and you check producticn.
Tax buildings and . improvements and you siop
development.
Tax commerce and you hinder or prevent ez-
change,
Tax capital and vou raise the cost of production.
But you wiil take the whole value of land in taxa-
tion and the land will not diminish nor be any less
productive. On the contrary, land value taxation will
make more land available, will stimulate trads and
will open up new opportunitics to labour and capital
for the production of wealth.
: H.G. School Magazine, London.

Basic Froblem—“Genarations of experience have led to the
belief, often justified, that any extra work the farmer does i
lining, not his own pocksts, or even his stomach, but those of
a landlord he has never seen, whoss very name he may not
know.—From the bdooklet *Millions Sl Go Hungry”  (Food
and Agrieulture Organisation, United Nations, Rome, 1357

(fd's. WNole—The urgent need of today is that land rents
urban as well as rural, should go to the conummity nsteand of
to privileged individuals.}




The following oulstanding Edliorlai appeared 1n
“Life,” November 114k, 1957,
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e wc‘mmlo rical leadership, Since there

zl:w* iuii 1.5, n

ght, and demand rmore.
8 WAL

Bui m:—w not be
rather * bor talinm.  If s0, the bloodless struggle

with Communism will prove the decisive one.

The congueror of outer
that theiy let t standard of Hving will also surpass that of
the TS i 1 ars. The Sputniks give thig old Communist
swindle a new | of plaasibitivy.

. E{i 5 challenged Ehrushohey o maich his
ant step itoward peace.” Bul can fhe
7.8, whils ity military preparedness, take a giant
;st{:p oW ’zxa% 3 fin the blondless struggle? Congress will soon
be voblng ali ix;\ money needed Tor missiles, research and other
forms of sequrd Tha n dential leadership evervone ig clamor-
ing for can hm . ap sasy trhwnph on that front. But the kind
of leadership the blondless contest ealls for is not that simple,

Thig more difficult form of leaderzhip is needed in a number
of areas, for example in the seifiement of cancercus dispuies such
as the Arab-Ierash conflict, fhrough the development of inter-
national law. And it is needed in the broad figld of gconom-
ies. The Awmerican contribution to world economic development
can only be i titusion Amerieans know best; Le,
the free enie

yabarn.
ititeyy

some regard &5 A goose in the American barnyard, Is
instead s frst-clzss polifical weapon of nlt'-“nﬂnunﬂvt‘al A e,
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end, apen its 2:;31(}““”5 ta L"l*‘ 1 ee-enterprisers of all nations and
emibark on & I ; e trade.
alic move Wi nen alliances and seb new standards
of world pross 0 wz; h Comlmunism Can never aspirve,

When ihe administration eame to office, it faced
an extraordinary opporiunity, This was to combine, in g new
foreign economic policy, the long frusitated Republican faith in
free enterprise with she rusting Democratic machingry of inter-
nationalizm.  The time was ripe:

e World itrade was shaskled by war-born nationalist controls
which (}111;-; the U8, was poweriul encugh to loosen.

& The TE oy, cradied inoa century of protectionism, had
become ¢ huw(\ and strong that it muost now look to an expand-
ing world i continued expansion.

» TS, strategy had become one of allianges
health of s 18 o condition of their reliability.

2 The ummierds sod coursries, all of whom were hell-hent on
rapxd ingustri ion, © Ldtci nob onty capibal snd brains but
lm mma a sound world-irading system be reduce fhe appeal of

. short eut A world market for free enterprise
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v of the Tioishevik Revolution the free’
& of the two most poweriul men -

L every siep the President has -

Hhrushehey says he would

sppee now beills his ragged subjects

Ve suggest that this systern, which .
he following drastic |

The purpose of this dram-

in which the sconomie

: netl, has the important merit of relieving Cone- -

Soviet emrbassy in Moutevideo is ene of the most active in the
Wesiern Hemisphere, ‘The President recently had to decide
whethier to overrule, In the national interest, a Tariff Comimission
finding that impor ts of wooden elothesping (mainly f{rom Japsn,
Denmark and Sweden) should be limited by a gquota. He did over-
rule the Commission but then hedged by raidng the impord duty
10 zents & gross.

These afe the sori of petty zrabs and halrbreadth sscapes on
which 1J.S. foreign economic policy rests. Small wonder so many
businessmen in Europe and Asla mistrugt it. The White House
has tried, within the limits of friendly Republican eompromise,
te keep U.S. trade policy pointed in a liberal direction. Un-
forbunately its fight now i3 109 per cent. defensive.

o2 in despair of U.8. leadershin, are taking the fuiure
of fres enterprise into their own hands. The Common Market and
Free Trade Area agreed on in this year's Bome treaties can make
Burope as progperous.as the US, But anly if the TS holds ifs
own trade policies In a broadiy liberal direction can Euvope’s be
kent on the same track, and assured a benigh outcome af this
hopeful experiment,

The alli

Fortunately the free world has been enjoving a long boom,
sparked largely by free epterprise. Bub thils boon now threatens
to dwindle hefore it has even begun to satisiy the world’s unfilled
need for trade and investmnent. Nor has the U.S., the supposed
headquﬁ'f;ms of frec enterprise, done nearly what it should o

timulate this boom toward its incredibly greater potential A
pmwctwmsf 1.8, trade policy represents a faliure of leadersiip.
The challenge io the U8 now i3 to take & giant step and put it
trade policy on the offensive. For thai, the time is riper than ever,

This step is to adopt the policy of complete free trade. The
U8, sheuld declare it toward all countries willing to accept certaln
misimum standards under which free enterprise can work, The
gaing to Americs from such a deal would be immense, the wosls
small

Defense? Let the armed forees name the items they cannos
t.ruﬂ to dree trade and subsidize thelr domestic producticn opendy
instead of by tariff. Readjustment? Not mere than 106000 113,
joh-holders are vitally dependent on fariff profection: they could
easily be sssisted in their fransition to Dew ones. Sentiment?

Americanism?  We are here proposing a hew gentiment, a new
Americanism, which sees lis interest as identical with ibat of
all free people who want the enoripcusly higher Hving standards
dhat will secopypany a Duller international division of labour
undey free trade,

AMESTOWN (5.A.) RATING POLL

We learn that the South Australian municipality
of Jamestown hag carried 2 poll in favour of site value
rating by 191 votes to 46, Voting ab the raspective
centres was a3 follows:

Wor Against
Jampestown . . 85 22
Caltowie . .. .. ... . . .. 23 18
Parcowle . L 49 B
HNannanarie e e e z8 —
Fostal . . .0 L L L b 1

191 46

~Jamestown 18 a very old town and relatively stag-—
nant. On z recent check it was found to contain no

_cantilever-type verandah shops and more than half

its total were obsclete, ‘The few shops in Caltowis were
all obscleie, This municipality greatly nesdsd siie
value rating.
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Mo, 4 - Mr. JA MecMostrie

One of the most stalwart supporters of our prin-
ciples is Mr. J. A, McMurtrie, although as his field of
operation is remote from the city moest of our friends
will not be personally scquainted with him.

ver 64 years ago, afler reading “Progress and
Poverty,” he realised that governments, having a fund
of thelr own in the public valus given to sites by our
roads, streets, railways and other public services, had
no moral vight nor need to raise revenue by tazing the
private valueg produced by the citizens themselves.

Hoon afterwards, the late Mr. Harry Bonfield, edi-
tor and gwner of the “Ararat Advertiser,” induced him
to join the Country Parlty. With his very able support
a motion was placed on the agenda for the St Arnaud
Conference, dealing with “8ite Reni for Revenue”™

The result was that a Commitiee of six members
was appointed by the Central Council following the
1933 Conference “fo inguire into the Single Tax pro-
position, or any other method which will relieve our
eegnomic and financial difficalties.”

The members of this Committee incinded: Massrs.
J. A, Mchurtie (Stawell), W. E. Kelly (Briagolong),
Cyril James (Bendigo), 8. Allan Johmnson (Woodend),
gnd E. Reseigh (Birchip). With the excepilon of Cyril
Fames all were farmers,

Through “The Couniryman” the Committee in-
vited anyone to give evidence for or againsi the “Single
Tax” or make any economic proposition te relieve our
esonomic and financizl difficulties.  Written state-
ments were presentad by 10 persons (five for and five
agzinst) and followed by verbal discussions befors the
Commiities, :

THE WORKS PROGRAM

Public works in six States recelve financial assist-
ance from Canberra which ralses scme of the capital
sums by public loans and some by excessive baxation,
There is also phantom finance, called Treasury “bills.”
Thege Micawber-type LU, noles are foisted on the
trading banks for holding while their liguid funds are
appropriated by the Canberra Treasury. ;

Treasury LOJT. “bils” pay interest at only 15
shillings per £100 and extensive use of this phantom
finance has been recommended by Prof, Douglag Boom-
er Copland. For nine months of the present financial
year Canberra has appropriated £91 millions which is
then loaned to the Siates at full inderest rate.

State public works raise land valuss and could bhe

greatly assisted by a “developisent rate” on unimi-
proved capital value of all klocks of land. This basic

soligetion would be genuine finance — not phantom. -

All such payments to State are full deduetions for
Canberra mcoms tax returns. Henee less of the oitl-
zers’ earnings wounld go to Canberra which is already
“gyerfull,”” The present State Land Tax reeds to be
brought into line with scund principle by abolition of
exemptions and graduations. Then charges tor public
worlks such as railways could be reduced while fAeficits
ars removed. This plan has wide application and citi-
vers should press its principle on the notice of mem-
bers of Parlisment. .

The salient points in ithese varicus cases were
printed in a 3¢-page Imterim Report for circulation o
all membhers of the Couniry Party. Final report of
the Commities was: “It s economically sound and
would be of benefit to all primary producers.”

Ag Secretary of the local branch of ihe Counlry
Party, and with the able assisiance of the Presidens
(the lafe Mr., Hughe Monaghan), they were abie {o
have a motion placed on every agenda, dealing rmosily
with having the difference between Public (site) and
Private Value explained Iin all schools. Some wers
carried and some lost, but the final decision was
against them.

Wow, getting on in years, he stlll devotes his time
to seeking to sducate people fo the natural fuond of
land wvaluss which iz the legitimate source of public
revenue in lieu of confiscating the resulty of the citi-
zens' efforts to which government has no moral claim.

He has published and distributed many pampldets in
which (Georgist principles are concisely and strikingly
expressed. He would like to see the term Public YValus
used instead of Land Value as he thinks that even
childrer: wounld then realise to whom this value righily
belongs, He feels that wntil it is universally recog-
nized that it justly belongs to the people, and that it
is the ome and only just source of revenue, other re-
forms simply prolong fthe injustices that cause way,
permiry, and poveriy in a world of plenty,

TOLSTOY ON LAKD REFORM

“1, o one will be deprived of the possibiily of
using iand,

2. idle men, possessing land, and foreing others
to work for them in return for the use of the land,
will cease to exist.

3. The land will be in the hands of those who
work it and not of those who do noi. _

4, People will cease to enslave themselves ag lab-
ourers in factories and will disperse themselves aboul
the couniry,

5. There will nio longer be any overseers and {ax
collectors in Tactories, stores, and customs housess, bul
only collectors of payment for the land.

€. 'Those who do no$ labour will be freed irom

‘the sin of profiting by the labour of others.”

This letter to a Siberlan peasant, quoted in "He-
view of Reviews,” January, 1888, p74, from Leo Tol-
stoy, illustrates the great REussian thinker’s grasp i
George's proposals, concerning which he sald:
do not argue with Henry {Geovge’s teachings, they
simply do not know them.”

1. 3oiida supermarket ares, property ab 181 Fitzroy Street, one
of last developmental sites being land 90 it ironfage with houss
for demolition sold at £2756M ov over 305 . Investy
will erset modern show-room and offices—

(Ed. Note—Meirn. Boad for water and se {
greatly enhaneced ratss on the new buillding sinee
is penalty on progress always.)

- E
Feonte
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THE BURDEN OF GOVERNMENT

To hand is a condensation of ihe findings of the
Hoover Commissiopn which have been sent
prese. A series of 18 reperis is suinmarised from ithe
originals of 2,000,000 words snd has been Issued by
the Department of Governmental Aifales, Chamber
of Commerce of the United States.

The cover bears the ingcripfion “Chaos In the
Government — and what to do about .7 A perusal
indicates that the {irst worgd of the Inscripiion is
fully justified. In U.8.A. the functions of governmend
nave assumed giganitle proportions and the relative
figures are astronomical. Apart from what are usually
regarded as matters for Covernment handling and
control, the Government has flogers in many other
pies. The impression galned from the summary is
ithat the situation, generally, is out of hand, both
as to notmal departmenis and the “ples”

Trom the sumiparised findings we learn: Salaries

of Pederal jobholders cosé 5,650,000,000 dollars In 1648

{to be greatly increased in 1949). Bupervisors are
rated snd paid according to the number of workers
under them; thus they are encoursged o bulld up
thelr work forces recklessiy., The paper work done
on every government purchase transaction costs more
than 10 dellars in laber and materigls. Yet, approxi-
mately half the geveral milHon purchase orders In esch
vear are for less than 10 doliars. 3o the overhead
ig more than the cost of the goods. Government re-
cords {01 18,000,000 sguare feet of floor space. The
space cosks 26,000,000 deollars and the filing and equip-
ment needed 0 handle the records iz worth 154,000,600
dollars. The Post Offlce Department, operating under
a4 “maze of outmoded laws” had  revenues of
1,300,0660,000 dellars in 1945 with a deficit  of
310,600,000 dollars, or 22 per cent. of revenues.

The Veterang' Administration has 15432 persons
at weork handiing 7,000,000 insurance policies. The
average work lead of 450 policles per employee com-
pares with a work load of 1,762 policies per grployee
in private industry.
pitals had room for 255,000 patients bul only 153,000
patients on hand. AL the same time, the Veterans’
Administration was demanding 38,000 more beds at an
additional cost of 230,000,000 doliars. (The President
ordered a 16,000-bed cutback on the V.A. programime
rut the House overrode him and voied funds to con-
tinue the hospital brilding programme ab Tull blast).
The overall picture of Government business operations
iz one of ntier confusion. Some agencies chargs less
interest on their loans than the Treasury must pay
for the money which it borrows. Some invest their
gurplus in Government securities, thus compelling the

Government to pay interest on s own Investments..

Some have accumulated surpluses.

In the Depariment of Agriculture, the Commis-
sion estimated that 80,000,000 dollars could be saved
by overhauling ithe Depariment.
overlapping the report noted that 47 employess at-
tached to seven separate fleld services of the De-
partment have been working with 1,500 farmers in
one county of Georgls. “In one Missouri county, a
farmer recently recsived from five different agencies,
varying advice on the applicaiion of fertilisers on his
farm.” The report added — “Farmers are confused
and irritated.” The foregoing are but part ol the de-
pressing picture revealed In the summary. -
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Tn June, 1948, Governmeni hos- -

A3z an example of
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, The Commission made numerons recothmendations
o meet the varicus sttustions as they found ihem
but were nob always unanimous, {(Georglsts are not

b

surprised at this diversity of s»'lew;mini)} Only ons
proposal savoured of o radical nature — “The Goy-

ernmment shoulid get out of the business of direct jend-
ing to persons or enterprises . .7

L5 a whole the general summary discloses a gigan-
tie problem — the gross overgrowth of govermmental
a¢tivities — as to degres and nature. BSo great is
the problem that a compiete review 1z called for what
a government may and should not 4o,

We in Ausiralia are in no state to poini the finger
of scorn for we are heading in the same divection.
Our Pederal Budgetl exceeds £1,000,000,000 and grows
and grows. We have a fop-heavy soclal structure
which c¢alls for drasfic treatment, Direct taxation
i5 a burden of dead welghi, fo say nothing of the
greater one imposed by indirect faxstion. The presg-
ent state of prosperous U.B.A. should be a sharp
warning to Australlan elsctors and s czill for action.
W.AC.

TAXES ON HOLES I L.1.8

A British firm sells three models of poriable
lighting units used by amateur cine pholographers,
If g3 hgle for a certain screw iz drilled before the unit
is sold, purchase tax of £1/18/7, £2/10/8 or £3/15/8 is
payable, according to the particular model, yet the
hole — % inch in diameter — is the same in each
case, ‘

The firma therefore sells the ownit without the
hole, When the purchase has been completed, the
shop assistant then drills tie hole for the customer
at the counter,

If a test case of this tax were made in court, the
part subject to tax wonld have 1o be produced in court,
How could a 4 inch holz be produced in coure?

And fo what lengths of absurdity can the crazy
policy of taxing the products of man’s labour go?

—Iata from “Age” 25/3/38.

MONTHLY FORUM

-The theme of the Henry George Forum on May 8,
at § p.m. was the Staic Slections, My L. J. Hubchinson,
who is coniesting the Moonee Ponds seat as an In-
dependent, ontlined hig policy., One of his broadceast
talks is included slgewhers in this issue. Birenuous
eiforts to induce other candidates o address the forums
were unisuccessinul, -

In the interesting discussion which foliowed Mr,
Hutchinson's -address, attention was given o the re-
lative importance of (a) advocating principies, if only
for educational purposes, and (B) pursuing suliable
tactics in the light of the difficuliies facing Independ-.
ents. -

Readers are urged o make the «ifort to attend
these interesting mestings. The next forum, on June
14, will be concerned with Electoral Counting Methods,
with My, Dodds, of the Cosmopolitan Debating Soelety,
and ®r. Harcourt Bell, fromm the Propeortional Repre-
sentation Society. . .

At a formn in the near fuivre, probably on July
11, Pastor Doug. Nicholls 15 expected o speak and

‘show coloured slides. Wateh next issue for confirmation.
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EMUGHTENING TRUTHS

The following arve some extracis from lecture notes
used by Dr. H. G, Pearce for classes in Sydney:—

‘The notisn of the common good 15 sometimes called
the “soclallsm of the poor” or bebter called Stale
Pauperism. The poor are encouraged to regard the
Stale ns a mers means to their private good. But
besides this “socizl welfare” notion there is another
false noiion of the common good which is sometimes
called the “soclalism of the rich,” which regayds the
State as o means to private in c:iazs‘une% and a8 a4 means
to the protection of private profits . . . When private
businesses fry Lo secure privileges fmm the State, or
even allinnces with the Siate, In what is properly
the field of privale enterprise [society is deleriorat-
ing].

& # &

Economic science has certain moral implications
regarding men’s incomes and governmental policieg,
and here, where truth puts 3 bond on the will, the
acguisition of evil habiis and passions, the forces of
pride, prejudice, anger, greed, respectability, and tim-
idity can inhibif men from wanting to see the truth

. A5 5001 a8 zome proposition carries any threat to
their position, theilr pride, their prospects, or their
prejudices, they seem to sense the implications almost
instinctively and desire to hear no more aboub it

In a Hke manner intellectpal pride can hinder
{the admission) that any or sll of (the) iniellectual
lymber . . . which is (3 man's) chief {itle to public
distinction, can be called in guestion |, ., . Leaders of
fashion {in thought) glory in the opinions of all who
foliow in the fashion rather than in the manifestation
of creative wisdom in the univarse.

& w* *

The guestion — What is Wealth? — is tickiish. A
Iot of what commonly passes as wealth is but legalised
robhery, and to those who enjoy the proceeds of rob-
bery, nothing is more offensive than to diagnose its
nature and call i by its proper name.

No child ever imagined that the more he gave in
exchange and the less he got, the better off he would
me. And no primibive people could ever see that they
conld increase tHelr wesalth by taxing themselves.
[Such ideas are] due to the growth of special interests
in political restrictions on trade ag a means of in-
creazing individual weslth at the expense of the
zeneral wealth of zociefy. And this power of a
special Interest, harmful to the general inferest, tc
influence thought in such a way as to make fallaeies
pass for fruths, is a great faet without which i is lm-
poszible to undersiand political history. A small num-
her of individuais who are united in thought and ac-
tion may exert an influence out of all proportion o
thelr numbers, especially where political life is cor-
rapk

Feonemic progress tends to squeeze the price out
of wealth, Confusion of wealth with price (value)
nas landed us in the Utopla of the Socialists, who s0
glovify prices and toll that they are ever-ready o
restriet prodguction and exchange, to tax everything
that iz good, to inflate currencies, and to invent unse-
less acﬁurafff‘q so that we may have the pleasure
of “full” misemployment. Then to add insult to in-
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3ur ¥ they call thege measures “economic” planning and
“sclentific” socializm,
ki k4 3

Housing officials point %o all the houses builé by
the Housing Commission, but it is not easy for their
crities to point o all the houses not bulld as & result
of Governmental invasions into the field of private
initiative. Likewise ithe advocates of protected in-
dustries can easily peoint to the increased factory
production since ihe introduction of some legislative
privilege, but it is not easy for their critics o point
out all the produstien stepped as a result of such anti-
social favouritism. It is easy o coliect statistics of
what has been produced, it Is Impossible to give siatis-
tics of productive efforts frusirated.

& * k4

Ome must distingnish natoral value-from-produc-
tionr and legal valwe-fromi-obligation. An Increase in
things having valve from production iz an incrsase in
the common wealth of the people:; valus from oblizga-
tion has nothing to do with the nroduction of wealth
but the distribution of wealth,

* # #*

The War could have been carried on without a
penny of national depbt if the Government which exer-
cized the power of life and death over the people by
comseription had exercised a similar power over the
riches of the rich,

THE AMERICAN WAY
HURT PEOPLEHELP PROPLE

“Last summer, Ren. Stewart L. Udall {Dem., Ariz)
revealed to Congress that individual paymenis—rang-
ing from 56,000 dollars to 208,701 dollars — had been
made to 11 Arvizona cotton farmers, sl for noi grow-
ing cotton. The largest check went to Jack A, Harris
for not growing cotton on 1,666 acres in Pima County.
Harris then leagsed 4,500 deres in another county,
trucked his gear to the new site and planted cotton
—+thereby frivling production,

“In a Bouth Dakota eounty, where the wheat crop
was almost a total failure, land prices nevertheiess
soared. Speeculators were buying land in hopes of
putting tenants off the farms and colleciing govern-
ment money for not growing grain” (Then the dis-
placed tenants could geek tax-support as a way of life
and be on the receiving end of “from each according
to ability to each according to need.”).

This, from the October ist issue of Look Magazineg,
iy suggestive of seoime mighty good reading for Georg-
ists, If iz not a guesticn, as Look suggests, of “What's
wrong with the giant farm program?” It is as ever:
What's wrong with economic education in American
colleges and universities?

Henry George Mews—Oot., 57
T Yhe WVeieran & 4. Hwie, since Nis retivement (pur years
g0, has had $34 letiers published in a great variety of news-
papers, The clippings occupy 132 large pages of a seran hock.

Hastings.~This pleasant fishing township has heen blothed
by vacant allofmenis. Bul citizens changed rating system fo site-
valne basis which charges aaaani blocks with a falr share of
municipal cosis.  Speeulators are then “found out.” Soms of
these have allowed unpaid mim due to overtop the maximam
debt sllowed by the LG Act. 1848, Hence Council has sub-
mitded o auction for rates due and inferest iberecn six home
sites, from m‘es 50-57 Tt situated in Church, Queen, King, James
and Government Roads.  Cenuine builders and home makers
will then ‘m ahle tn settle in the township. This reduces the

ribhon-sprawl.
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“LAND ANMD LIBERTYY

Onir English contemporary “Land and Liberty”
continues to malintzin s improved standard with
sond-gquality cover and well sei out articles. This
monthly journal, devoted fo advocacy of land
vaiue faxation and free trade, with its 15 pages,
iz able to give 2 wide coverage to world-wids de-
yelopments in line with these principles.

We recommend it to our readers as wall worth
the subscriction (7/6 sterling or 10/~ Australian}.

We will be pleassed o send sample copies to any
interested inquirers on reguest and remit any

subscriptions recelved throngh our office.

i
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Radio Broadeast =ession

Conducted twice weekly Dy speakers of the Heunry
Geprge “Justice” Party from
RADIC STATIONS 3DBE & JLE
Every Sunday at noon.
Eyvery Wednesday at 16.29 pan,
LISTEN AND ASE YOUR FRIENDS TO LISTEM
Donations o the Broadeast Fund are
invited
WOTE CHANGE IN WEDNESDAY TIME

HENRY GEORGE E@EA@&E@

113 Coliins Street, v Hussetl
Telephone: MF %’%’7 Offipe
Fion. Sec., Mre M. A Hutchinson,

18 Creor
Birect)
Super

Farade, (off
foibourne, O.1
Mrs. Kerferd:

e

S(;I:

The Henry George e iy a non-politiesl educational

hody of men and women advocating f‘imi public revenues
e drawn Teom publie charg ULIOn » gite-valug of land
and 35 upon  labor am& capital  be correspondingly
abol

If your view accords witl 2 inviied o join

wieh ine

Annual Memb 1un Fee iz nimum of £1 0w

sludes oost of the Journal “Progress” posled.
Subseription for “Fro

posted  {(for whish  slamps

aione Is 2f- [Per annonm
will be aceeptableg). Tt is
pomnnal only to exiend our messags Lo new coniacls who
we hope will laier becoms members. I vou sppreciate the
journal you are invited io obtain new subsoribers.

REEETINGS

Held al I8 Goorge
EXRCUTIVE:

Friday, 8t June, 1958

MEMBRERS EVEMNING:

Farade, (off 112 Colling 51.)

. oatbt 8,

R IR

Tuesday, 1Tth Juhe, 1858 2 8060 pm.
PRI FORLM:
Friday, 13th June. 1558, ot & pan
Supject: “Electoral Couniing Methods”
YOUER FRIENDS

§
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