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War is the game from which both parties must arise the losers.
That is true of peoples. But it is not true of special classes who
profit and wax strong at the expense of the masses of the people.
—Henry George in The Standard. ‘
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All Right, Let's Go To War |

EDIT-QRLAL writers and columnists with ex- -

traordinary vigor are intent upon the need

for saving civilization, It would be unfair,
young men, to debunk the fervor of these far-
seeing oldsters.

Politicians, beyond the legal fighting age, in-
sist that the country is in danger of invasion,
that all we hold dear in these United States must
be preserved without consideration of cost.

From his ivory tower a college profesgor
warns pacifist students that there are spiritual
and moral standards for which sacrifices must
be made.

Perhaps they are right. It may be that some-
thing in this social set-up is worth preserving.
_ Things might be worse. An argument can be
made for a surcease of reason in the face of a

world disaster. '

Let’s go to war. Let’s forget that the pres-
ent situation is the product of tariffs, channel-
ing of goods and credits, profit-hungry cartels,
reparations, pressure politics, land speculation—
all the schemes of exploitation which restrict
that free exchange of goods and services neces-
“sary for peaceful living.

" Yet us concede that the world is very sick, so
‘sick that drastic emergency treatment is the

only way to help it now. 7

However, if we make the sacrifice necessary
to save the world, ought we not demand that the
world agree to-get on the:road of right liviag
afterward? Have we not a right to insist that
the causes which brought about this debacle be
removed, -so that’ the next generation will not
- have to go through it over again?

After we come back from the wars—if we do
—will there be jobs for us, or shall we be faced
with the “no help wanted” sizns that greeted the
retyrning heroes of 19187 Shall we have to work,
if we are lucky enough to get'work, to pay off
the bonds issued to the home patriots who fought
with their money while we fought with our livés?
‘What kind of depression will greet us on our tri-

" umphant return?

Unless we ldok upon war as a make-work pro-
gram, or a method of getting rid of surplus
- youngsters, there should be a sort of moral con-
iract between the soldier and hig eountry, with

stipulations for a curative pelicy.

First, the disparity in the pay of enlisted men
and of commissioned officers should be removed
by paying the enlisted men a greaier proportion
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of their normal income in productive work. It's
no fault of theirs that they are being obliged to
leave productive work to engage in wholly de-
structive work, : -

Second, the army, officers and men, must be
drawn from all classes, No cushy jobs, at home
or behind the front, for the sons of the privileged!

Of course, the men over forty who have been
unable to find jobs during the past ten years
may have a grudge against the eountry that de-
nies them employment oppertunities. If their
support is to be won, restrictions on production
that bar full employment must be abolished,

As for the million migrant farm laborers who
do not have much in the way of homes to fight
for, land should be promised them, and it must
he made aceessible for their families.

Pinally, the ten million unemployed have no
stake in the present order te defend. The res-
toration of full employment would give them one.

Moreover, the terms of the contract should in-
clude some guarantee that the war actually will
result in a hetter world. '

To avoid an unnecessary ihcrease m the na-
tional debt, all the rent of urban, agricultural and
mineral land and of power sites, radio channels,
ete., should be appropriated by the government
to defray the cost of war. No taxes should e
levied until, and unless, the rent fund is found
insufficient. This provision will also assure the
goldiers that the land they are fighting for will
actually be their own when they retiurn. That’s
worth dying for. There’s no sense in fighting
for land which belongs to others who will make
you pay to use it after you have risked your life
to ward off prospective foreign landlords.

“Aholition of all tariffs must be included in the.
agreement, Since the stupid scheme of prevent-
ing our people from buying from ether nations
results ‘not only in depriving ourselves of their
zood products, but also prevents them from get-
ting what they need from us, there is bound to
be friction. TFriction leads to fire. Let's free
trade so that everybody can buy in the best mar-
ket all over the world, thus stimulating business
and creating jobs for everybody.

- We could do without patent monopolies and
pressure groups which thrive on the taxing pow-
er of the government. Buf these dre miner pests.
It will be a worthwhile world if taxes and tariffs

are abolished and the land returned to the people.

Will the advocates of war meet these terms?
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How Free is Freedom?

SOMEBODY should make a factual study of the

relation between the amount of their production
which peoples have been forced to contribute toward
the mzintenance of their respective States and the
degree of individual freedom which these States have
permitted the peoples to enjoy.

Contemporary history indicates that there is an
" inverse ratio between taxation and freedom. In to-
talitatian States, where the identity of the individ-
wal has been merged in the mass, the right to pri-
vate property of any kind is at the sufferance of the
. political power. Taxation is no longer a means of
raising revenue; what is vouchsafed to the individ-
ual is at the expense of total production, which in
principle is the property of the State. Even where
private property is allowed, the permission is grant-
ed only whea the State is best served, and it may be
abrogated when public ownership seems more de-
sirable to the predatory comittee in charge.

‘The point is that in the totalitarian countries the
complete absorption of production by the State has
been accompanied by the complete disappearance of
individual freedom. The object of the study sug-
gested would be to.show whether gradual increase
in the tax burden is likewise accompanied by a grad-
ual curtailment of the freedom which constitutional
forms are - supposed to safeguard. ‘

The thesis can well be maintained in logic. If
the premise that man belongs to himself is accepted,
then it follows that the product of his labor be-
longs to him alone. Any forcible taking of this
product, whether by another individual or a com-
munity of individuals, is more than robbery; it is
a denial of the basic premise of his existence. Once
infringement on his property right is accepted as a
principle, the right to' existence transfers from bim-
self 1o those who have acquired gight in his prop-
‘Thus taxation is in principle a denial 6f ha-
it works out that way in practice.

JI"“L‘
man rghis.

These rhoughts on the relation between taxation
and freedom come to mind as we read of the stu-
pendous sums which our government 18 appropriat-
ing for defense, and the prospect of . considerably
more which will be
wm b wier By new consct LQMQHS of 1abor products.

expended,  These expenditures

A contemplated change in our income tax law will
increase by 2,000,000 the number of workers who
must contribute to the cost of the war machine.
Rut -this is merely an omen. In England even a
newsboy earning five dollars a week is subject to
an income levy, bésides paying sales taxes.

We leave it to statisticians to estimate how. much
of the total production of the nation will be ab-
sorbed in this and future generations by the expense:
now being incurred, Qur present concern is the pos-
sible extinction of individual freedom which this
burden portends.

Will the Amierican State find it necessary to sus-
pend or abrogate the hard-won civil liberties—free-
dom of speech and assemblage, for instance——when
dissatisfaction with the depressed economy begins
eventually to assert itself? Will the curtailment of
production which follows in the wake of taxation,
and the consequent lower living standard, result—
at the demand of the economically enslaved—in the
totalitarian idea of life? - '

VOLUNTEER

The fate of France teaches an unmistakable lesson: Oaly
a meechanically equipped, trained militia of © itizons
fighting to preserve ibertics that are really theirs can
be rolied upen to defend ‘ssnenca,’s freedom, An army
of boomdoggling mervenacies is no bulwark against
barharians.




IN AUGUST, 1916, Woodrow Wilson approved
_ the Act forming a Council of National Defense.
That law, never repealed, forms the basis for the in-
dustrial mobilization which is the present purpose
of Pranklin D). Roosevelt, '

Not until March, 1918—a year after the Unit-
ed States declated war—did that centralizing. scheme
begin to function effectively. In fact, it succeeded
i its putpose only when it was at that date freed
from all democratic controls and was clothed with
dictatorial powers. That is, the Council, congisting
of six Cabinet officers, was sudceeded by a War In-
dustries Board without definitive legislative powers
but armed with the personal backing of the Presi-
dent. Planning and democracy do not mix. The
ofie country ih which socialism siicceeded in putting
its doctrine into practice, Russia, did o only be-

cause the leaders deliberately abandoned all demo-

cratic processes.

The War Industties Boatd started on 4 program
for compiéte control of our hational ecotiothy which
was interrapted by the war's end. Its regulations
embraced uniformity of clothing for all civilians,
sizes of tires, styles of bathing caps, kinds of coffins.
By a priorities system it could control production
by channeling faw shaterials, fuel, transportation,
ete, It fived pricés.

As a war instrument it worked fairly well. Its
fixed prices were of course circumvented; values are
as subject to regulation as the rays of the sun., Fa-
voritism by the Board's agents in allocating con-
tracts reachied the pfoportion of 4 national scandal.
“War profiteering” is still remtembered. Coopera-
tion of business on a patriotic basis . enabled the
Board to furetion in its appointed object of sipply-
inig the arnty add keeping some ordet in the daily

life of the cotintry. But, because private ownership
of ‘eapitdl was not abolished and some- freedom of
enterptise Was permitted, the Board was:a baltering
device. Had the war lasted another year complete
control of our national economy would have been

effected, said Bernard Baruch, the Board’s ¢hairman. .

England under Chamberlain went through a sini-
* ilar split-character economy.. The Econonist, Lon-
don’s fanious economic journal, railed agairst the
inefficiency of self-control-in-industry which pre-
“vailed in the Ministry of Supply in that ‘ill-starred
government. - This rather conservative commentator
frequently and altiost retuctantly alfuded to the car-
tel systemt that arose. ‘T'he head of each control was

usually the head of the largest unit in that industey;

‘town.
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Beware -The -Cartel

thus he was able to learn the secrets of his competi-
tors, to determine who should and should not get
contracts and under what conditions. Cartels—in-
dustrial cliques with government safiction—entiched
themiselves 4t the expense of the war machiite.

- Time, New York, May 27, tells hows the stécl
cartel worked. The Steel Contiol Committes was

identified with old-fashioned, high-cost mills. Wil-
Firth, an

Tiam John anti-banker industrialist,

brought engineers from the United States to build
a continuvous strip mill. The British Govetnment
induced him for miilitary and sodial reasons to es-
tablish hig plafit in an economically wundesirable
The extra cost of building ruined his bud-
get, and he found it necessary to borrow some $30,-
000,000 from the Bank of England. With the
loan, control of the business went to the cartel. - Sir
William was ousted. At the time Herbert Morri-
son took over the Ministry of Supply the best steel
mill in England was working at only two-thirds
capacity while its rivals had a back-log of ordets,
Now that the United States is again engaging in
war—for preparation is as much a part of war as
are the battles—Iet us not be squeamish about fac-
ing the facts, 'Let its admit frankly -what our rea-
son proves incoritrovertibly 1 war and demtocracy can-
ot exist. simultaneously, For oiie is the antithesis
of the otlher. . S - S
. Therefote,, we s$hould prevent. a, repetition of our
own. errors of 1917-:18; we should heed Encland’s
more- récent . experiences. We should stop all pre-
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tense of individual freedom. War is a condition—
temporary, we hope—in which the individual re-
linquishes to the State every claim to existence:
property, political rights, life. If that is the way
to win the waf, let's have no prolonging of the ago-
ny and the expense of it by half measures. )
Maybe we will have to fight the State afterward
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for the right to life, liberty and the pursuit of hap-
piness. But, if we want war, We must insist that
the State lay hold of private property with as much
compunction as it destroys life. Any othér proce-
dare must result in some people gaining economic
advantages while others are dying, and will justify
the conclusion that war is waged for that purpose.

Europe Gives Production Sense

PRODUCTION IS LIFE. The ethics of produc-

tion is one of the bitterly learned lessons of war,
In the light of reports on the present economy of
as satisfying as mustard without meat.

If preduction is the making of things, regardless
of the purpose to which they are put, then the maxi-
mum activity of a civilization bent on destroying it-
self is production of the highest order; and if the
definition of wealth is restricted to any gombination
of labor and land, whether or not such eombination
serves to satisfy desires, Furope must indeed be in
a very prosperous condition.

But it is not. The tremendous activity of sixty
million warkers in feeding and supplying thirty mil-
lion men in arms seems to promise a condition of
abject powerty, Famine stalks this so-called pro-
duction. The making of things which do not sat-
isfy the desires of men is done at the expense of
these desires, and the effort exerted is sheer waste.
Life suffers. There is no production.

Nor is it possible to store up satisfactions in an-
ticipation of a complete stoppage of production, We
live from hand to mouth. Germany is learning this
lesson with emphasis. Seven years ago the Reich
began robbing: her laborets in anticipation of the
present complete stoppage of preduction; yet, three
-days before. the Polish campaign her grain reserves,
the Government reported, were onily 8,600,000 tons
~Tess thanm one-third her normal annual consump-

tion. - Poland was ravaged for the purpose of sup-

plying the deficiency im her food supplies; but the
loot was meager, and millions of starving Poles can
produce little, . particularly under the lash, beyond
enough to keep themselyes alive. - Now that Argen-
tine wheat has been cut off by the British Navy,
"Germany turns in vain to Balkan fields denuded of
workers by the menace of war. Fish, an important
itemi on the Gérman menu, is not produced by sub-
matines or mines. Only a miracle,”” writes a re-
porter, “can rescue the Third Reich from a tepeti-
tion of the starvation of 1918." “The ‘‘miracle”

would he acceptance of the truth that production is
nothing but the satisfaction of human desires.

All over eastern Burope soldiers garrisoned in idlc-
ness are literally eating the head off the economy of
their countries, Millions of refugees in England.
France and the “neutral’” nations are devouring tons
of rationed food. The condition of Italy is indi-
cated by the reported arrest of some thirty-odd thou-
sand “hoarders.” Mussolini has been “‘producing”

OLOT M
JTRT

so many engines of destruction that he cannot com-
pete with the belligerents in the Balkan food supply
market; his only resort is to use these engines (o
steal what he cannot buy,

Spain demonstrates what Europe will be, The
almost complete destruction of her capital handcuffs
her depleted tpanpower; she i§ starving. Holland,
Belgium, Norway, Denmark are stripped, and the
atmies of occupation ate as productive as locusts:
their - insatiable maws leave little for the enslaved
workers, out of the little that slaves produce.,

Russia, where production by ukase has ceased to
have any hnman purpose, was reported to be short
of potatoes and milk before the invasion of Finland
began. Stories seeping out of that blacked-out wil-
derness bint. of a repetition of the famine of j932-
33, Robbery of the peasants by millions of non-
producers in.uniform and in mufti has turned her
farms into garden patches; the worst winter in a
decade has sabotaged what little was produced.

France has been called upon to import 70,000
field workers from her colonies. How much will
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these inefficient laborets raise beyond what they
consume? The women farmers are in munition
factories making what no woman can use in the
satisfaction of desires. And a million refugees from

Spain, Germany, Belgium and other countries are

“star boarders.”

England’s food plight broke through the tradi-
tional fences surrounding 3,000,000 acres of aris-
tocrats’ sacred grassland. But where are the work-
ers who produced the things which used to be ex-
changed for the bacon and daity products supplied

. The Freeman, July, 1946

by the now fettered workers of Denmark and Nor-
way? Rat1on1ng may temporarily relieve the sit-
wation, but a hungry worker makes a. poor Ieamng
post for civilization, .

The picture is dark indeed. Europe is on the
breadline now. What will follow this war of ex-
termination? Extermisation. But, if anybody is
left to philosophize about it, particulatly an econo-
mist, civilization may be revived if the concept pre-

~vails that the satisfaction of desires i is the only thing

that gives production sense,

- A Ray Of Hope For England

BECAUSE THE ENEORCED DIET of hospi-

talization results in a healthier figure is no reason
for undergoing an appendectomy to reduce one's
Weight But, if the operation is necessary anyway,
‘it is solace to know that unexpected benefits may
accrue,

It is not necessary to suffer destruction of life,
property and civil liberties to bring about a better

WHOB COUNTRY 13 THIS
EVE BEEN FICHTING FOR?
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social ordet. Yet if war does come it is to be hoped
that the economy which caused it may be improved,
as a matter of necessity, during the holocaust,

As a matter of historical record, the socio-eco-
nomic results of war are deleterious. The genes;s
of war being privilege, its character to protect privi-
lege, its conduct per se a denial of all individual lib-

erty, it is difficult to conceive of any result other

than the entrenchment of privilege.
But totalitarian waz, if continued to the point of

exhaustion, may bring about the debacle of privi-.

lege itself. © The terrific demand upon production
which such a ‘war necessitates may weaken the struc-
ture of tradition and legality upon which privilege
rests.  As predatory interests fatten on production,
a complete diversion of the productive processes for
war purposes may call attention to the true fature
of these interests.

“Some ‘such hope for Englishmen at least (the.

Germans, because of their complete conditioning to
slavery, seem doomed, regardless of the outcome of
the war, to a dismal fate for generanons) arises from
the hardly heard remarks which their parliamentary

system permits, For instance, the following by R.
R. Stokes, Laborite Member from Ipswich, in a de-
bate on the budget*, is a hopeful indication:

“I think the Government should make it a penal of-
fense for any man to allow valuable land to lie idle. In
the borough of Ipswich there is a total area of 8692
acres, an industrial area in which there is only one cow,
and of this area 3,500 acres are absolutely unused, and,
being derated, make no contribution to local rates. ...

“There is a further example in the same area, The
community has grown,-and the power station is foo small,
The electric, light authorities decided to build ancther
power statlon They did not chooge the most delectable
site in the middle of a remdentlal area, but they chose
what was, m fact, the worst possible szte 1t was land
which had aever been used except to graze a few sheep.

. They had to- pay £13,000 for 84 acres when they
wanted only about half of that land, so that really they
had to pay over £300 per acre for what they needed, as
the landlord would not let one half of the area go with-
out the other. ...

“The easiest way to cure unemployment is fo force
all this idle land into use, and the right way to do that
is 1o put a tax upon it and collect its communal value
for the community. But you have thiz absurdity-—
another example of the inequmlity of sacrifice; what is
congidered as useless land is being ‘taken for camps.
aercdromes and factories, Ii is a great secret; it iz not
in the public interest that we should know what has been
paid for it! Does the Chancellor of the Exchequer pro-
pose to take hack from the landlords the sums which
the Government have paid? Does he propose to iake
100 per cent of their excess profits on land sales for fhe
benefit of the community? If not, the fighting m=oa
say that while they have been asked to go and die for
their country, they must first buy the land befors ihey
do s0."” . ‘

Again, consider this lesson in' fundamental wcco-
nomics delivered by Colonel J. C. Wedgwood
(Meweastle-under-Lyne, Labor), in the same par-
lamentary debate:
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“The committee will agree that in thiz budget we
are raising £1 234,000,000 by taxation and £1,400,000,000
by inflation. I ask the Committee to consider what this
inflation means. It means that everybody .. . is finding
that his investment is being . deflated, ... He is being
hit. But not everybody is being hit, The people who
own 1he factories, who own the machinery, who own agri-
cultural stock are not suffering from inflation. As the
pound goes down, in the pocket of the person who has
saved it, the value of the stock and the machines keeps
on going up. We are getting, by this system of infla-
tion, an exceedingly unfair taxation. Most of “all is it
unfair when it is considered that the inevitable result
of inflation in every country in the sworld where it has
taken place is that, as the currency depreciates, the sal-
able value of land rises. Far more than the machinery,
which wears out, or the stock, which dies off, the value
of the land is rising all the time a3 inflation goes on, The
owners of the land é4re in tle blessed position of being

An Economy In Transition

WE ARE ENTERING the final stages of a war

economy. The establishment of the National De-
fense Commission is the signal that the technique of
living on a partially free basis is coming to a close.

From now on——and no ome can foretell when or
how a reaction toward free enterprise may set in—
the marketplace as the determinant of our ways of
satisfying desires will gradually be replaCEd by the
. mechanism of planning. :

The market has never been free. The appoint-
ment of a regulatory body by the president does not
in itself signalize a complete reorientation of our
economy.. It simply announces that the disease
from which we have been suffering since the incep-
tion of our American way of living has reached
the critical stage,
economy can.be traced to the first tax law, the first
grant of land, the first statute that enabled one man
to live by another man’s work.

The first pnvﬂegc_ given by organlzed society to
any individual or group set the pattern for an econ-
omy in which the privileged wrest from the work-

- ers the product of their labor. Poverty is the con-
sequence, Foverty begets poverty—including the
consequent social ills—and the process is aecelerated

‘ized by the State.

The tendency toward a controlled
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able to improve their position relatively by inflation. ...
They are in an ever better position to extort from the
people who have to’ use the land, a higher price for the
privilege of producing wealth from that land.

“All the wealth akout which Members have been talk-
ing is ultimately produced by labor out of land. TUnlesy
you force the people who own the land and raw mate-
rials to allow the man who wants, can and knows how
to produce wesalth, to do so, the Siate is positively as-
sisting by inflation to prevent the production of the
maximum amount of wealth.,”

One must not hope for too much from such slight
currents of sense in the hurricane of war. DBut there
is at least some hope for England in that such sensec
may find expression. Maybe the country will be
forced to take heed.

* Remarks by Mr. Stokes and Col. Wedgwood from “Land an:
leerty ** London.

by the invention of more and more privileges. Even-
tually there must be a contraction of all privileges
into the hands of the privilege-granting body, that
is, the State.

That is a war economy. War and the fear of
war—particularly the fear—make politically pos-
sible the transition from a partially-free, partially-
monopolized economy to one completely monopaol-
The formation of the National
Defense Commission is notice that the transition has
begun.

Let us hope that it is for the duration of the war
only., But of that we cannot be certain. Reason
and experience tell us that freedom cannot be at-
tained until it is understood. The inception and
extension of monopoly economy is-the result of
ignorance; for instance, ignorance of the nature of
taxation, or-the function of rent. Education is the
only hope. But that hope grows dim in the face
of the complete control of all educational means,
which is a necessary corollary of controlled economy.

The task for those who understand the economy
of freedom becomes more difficult.

Patents For Production Only

AN INCONSPICUQUS NEWS ITEM frequently
 reveals a basic principle mote vividly than scheolar-
iy investigation. {Indeed, the latter method, which
snubs the obvious, often tends to obscure rather than
reveal.)

A case in -point is the problem which the Presi-
dent's demand for a 50,000-a-year aircraft produc-
tion presents. The bottleneck is the engine. There
are numerous models on the market, each containing
some desirable device covered by patent. A com-
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posite of these devices would produice the best engine
which technological knowledge is capable of pro-
ducing, and a standard wnit would permit the needed
mass production. A

The bottlénieck, then, is not the engine, but the
patent privileges which prevent the engine {rom be-
ing made. Every patent owner demands a price for
permission to use his government-granted privilege,

Instead of abolishing the preventive patents, the
government now proposes to sponsot licensing con-
tracts by which the originators of selected models
would farm themi out for mass production., The
Tteasury has employed aeronautical exXperts to-select
thi¢ standardized models. ‘

Thus the government becomes an agency to pro-
mote the sale to itself of patent privileges which it
has created. It forces the poeling of patents; bat it
does not abolish the price advantage which the Pat-
ent Office has given to the companies. When the
. government buys the engines it will pay the extra
- price which these patents enable the companies to de-
mand. “Fhat is, the people’s represeritatives will col-
lect taxes for the benefit of the patent owers.

Leaving aside this incongtuity, the pointiof inter-
est' to our general econdmy is that patents tend fo
prevent production. It needed the power of gov-
erithent, and an emefgeiicy situation, to break down
this bigriet. o :

The dream of the inventivVe genius is to make
something that will benefit mankind, Qur patent
laws make of this dream a nightmare.

“The Lady DothProtest Too Much”

NOW that our national sympathy is openly with
the Alfies, it wounld seem that our sincerity might
be questioned if we put a price on that sympathy.
. Particulagly since the popular passion is that the Al-
lies are fighting our war we oughit not to put our-
selves in the position of helping them only at six
per cent per annum. ' -
Some such imputation might result of the Treas-
ury Department’s tecent tariff order. _
T'he English pound is at this writing worth on
the market about $3.50; it may be lower when this
reaches the reader. The English government has
‘arbitrarily fixed the price of the pound at a few
cents over four dollars.
England needs a lot of American goods with
which to wage the war. - She pays for these goods
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with credits in Ametican dollars, The more goods

“she can séll us the fiore credits she will have to $pend

in this tatket. If we really want to help her wix
the war we ought to facilitate these exchanges.
‘The United Statés Treasury either does not share
the popular passion, or has some esoteric sense of
sympathy which is denied to the ordinary mind. An
order recently issued directs customs officials to com-
pute tariffs on English goods at the four-deliar ptice
of the pound, no #iatter what the tharket price thay
be.  Thus the price of the goods to the Amierican
consumer i5 faised: highet prices mean fewer sales,
and hence dimiriished cfedits for the purchase of the
things England needs to help ber win the war for us,
. We must not be too hard on Uncle Sam for jn.
sisting on his full pound of tariff flesh, His solici-
tude for England, it should be remembered, is coun-
ter-balanced by his deep concern for his own tariff-
protected industries. And his own nephews (al-
most. unanimously pleading that help be sent to the
Allies) must not be swamped with low-priced goods
from England. His position is indeed a delicate one,
Yet, ordinary and straightforward decency

. prompts the suspicien that this upping of the tariff

on English goods dilutes our protestation of sym-
pathy for the Allies. It looks as if our tariff-pro-
tected patriots were as sympathetic as profits permiz.

THE REAL DANGER to our nation is fiot in the
subversive elemesits in out inidst; or in the ideologics
they espouse. These are but effects of an economy
which muist breed dissatisfaction and arouse destruc-
tive passions. _

It is in the Nth, not the 5th column that danger
looms,  For instance, - when the Welfare Commis-
sioner of New York reports that one-third of the
city’s population has been on relief at one time o
another in the last six years, he has said that two
and three-quarter millions of our people, in the
richest city of the country, have tasted the igriominy
of being public wards, Among these patrioiism
must be at a low ebb. '

Or1, when the Public Works Administrator points
out that neatly a million persons on reliel are un-
wanted workers over 40 years of age he identifics »
sore spot on our body politic,

Loyalty does not feed on charity. Rather, the
moral depravity that resulis from unrefenting, hope-
less poverty is the strerigth of all ““fifth coldgmns.”
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William N MCN—air' Had A Purpose

“Thal’s oid stuff” Bill McHNair
has the philosophic attitude, '
periences have importance fo him-
self, if at all, only objectively.
Therefore, if ‘you want him to talk
about hiz three turbulent years as
mayor of Pitisburgh you must indi-
cate that your queries are moi just
gossip, If wyour purpose is in some
way to advance the-Georgist move-
ment he wiill not hesitate to give you
many details you - did not expect,

I had heard {hat his sudden resig-
nation from. office in 1936 fiad its
roots in a flght 1o force Pittsburgh

lapd speculalors to pay up delin--

quent taxes., DByt since this cam-
pa;lgn, extending over his three years
in office, was hardly reported by the
press, not even in his own city, the
story is kriown to only a few psople.
What is known about MeNair, thanks
to the newspapers, ‘is ihat he ate

apples in public, had himself arrest-.

ed, played a fiddle very poorly; and
generally behaved in a manner un-
hecoming the high office he held,

Tf his odd behavior had po pur-
pose McNair misht be congidered a
paychopathic case. Indeed, his polit-
ical opponents had him trailed Wy
brain specialists in the hope that
some such charge might be brought

against him, But to those who Enow

McNan: and are familiar with . his
troubles in office, his antics did have
& purpose.

For many years he had been run—'

ning for office, any offme ‘without
hop(. of ever. bemg elected for the
opportumty pelitical actmn gave hlm

to talk about the prmmples of Henry.

ot'gc “I wwanted an.excuse for
USiE & S0Ap DOX” he explains. When
the Roosevell landslide in 1932 made
him mayor, to the, astonishment of
everybody, mostly McNalr he con-
tinued his erusade, AIso, he opened
up the schools a.nd other . public
buildings to the Hen"y‘Ge_orge ‘School
of Social Science, which at one time
conducted forty classes with an en-

‘roliment of a thousand students in

Pittsburgh.

But, the pubhc press complaely'

ignored hiz Georgist speeches, That

His ex~

AN INTERVIEW

he came late to a public gathering
was headlmed put the editorial blue
pencﬂ worked overt1me on his refer-
ences to ‘the lTand queshon Unless
your knowledge came from other
sources than the press you wowld
never know that MeNair had any 86-
ma.l p}nloscphy or fiscal pohcy

" The ca.mpa.lgn ‘of silence was on.
A Plttaburgh newspaper ‘man told
me that editorial orders were to “lay
off” McNalr But McNair ‘was al-

ways “good copy” because he was
always doing something -a mayor
ghouldn’'t do. Omne day, for instance,
he had himself arrested; that is, he
ingisted on the executlon of a war-
rant obtamed nby hiz pohtlcal oppo~
nents who hoped he would follow
the qu1e1; procedure oi‘ pul.’ong up
baﬂ Not McNair.

) He called in A pohr‘e offlcer had
hiraself taken to 33.11 sent for some
apples and a copy of “Progress and
Poverty,” and proceeded to explain
to his fellow jail~birds that they were
not {o biame jor their predicament,
but were .the victims of a wrong
economy.  The arrest of & mayor is
obvlously front page news. Put only
one’ paper, in a small paragraph at

© town tax dodgers, mainly - beca

the end ‘of the story, mentioned his
speech to the prisoners; and yet,
that was why he had himself incar-
cerated,

His attempts to break through the
conspiracy of silence failed. In the
light of thig failure one wonders
whether his antics were ill-advised.
But, hindsight is futile; and “it is
guestionable whether any other

method would have had more success
in breaking into the landlord-con-
trolled press. Judgment of MeNair
st be based on his unwavering
adherence to principie not on Hhis
methods.
 “My troubles started when 1 gtart-
ed something unheard of in Pitts-
burgh—forcing tax dodgers to pay
uyp. My Law Department told ine
it could nol be done; that even if 1
did foreclose for taxes, the City
would have to satisfy the mortgagors
wefore title could be obiained, As
a lawyer I knew this was bosh. I
fired the Law Department. Action,
against tax dodgers Tesuited in the
collection of miﬂions of dollars. In
order to start proceedings against
these tax dodgers I had to advance
from my own pocket the necessary
legal fees, because the Councll would
not vote me the money.”

How land speculators and their
political "henchmen operate when a
fight on their’ privilege ig precipi-
tated is discloged in the ‘following
incident. ’

“] aimed only -at’ the blg down-

here wag the greatest haul. Be
the little fellow is rarely delimiu
becapse the bank which holds his
mortgage sees to it that ‘he is nol
The big landlord either has no mor*
gage or is not bothered about iaxe
by hig bank.

“One day the neWwspapers, v}nrn.
hadn’t given much aitention to my
tax-coliecting carapaign, came oul
with a story fhat ¥ was squeszing
the little home owner, I demiesd it
The next day they plblished ihe
names of several smail home owners
aoa,ma;. whom actiori Had been stari-
ed, Some clerk, evidently coached,
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had slipped thege phonies into the
pile of papers handed me to sign.
The newspapers never mentioned the
names of the downtown landlords I
wag really gunning for.”- .

The collection of .delinquent taxes
was actually necegsary to keep the

city functioning. Each year the

Council would appropriate a million
dollarg less than McNair needed to
run the City; each year he wounld
collect the million, and would have
something over for the general funds,
Which brings up a question: how
much of our rent, even under the
present inadequate system of taxa-
tion, is illegally retained by our
landlords?

The politicians learned soon after
McNajr took office that he would
not “play ball" and schemes to get
him out of office began almost im-
mediately. The incident which led
~ to his resignation traces back to one
of his first official acts. The politi-

cal leader whom he had appointed .

City Treasurer was in the Insurance
business, and expected to act as
broker for the city's insurance; the
commissions totalled about $20,000.
McNair wanted to give some of thig
business to an . indigent henchman.
The City Treasurer wanted all of it.
So, McNair advertised that the in-
surance would be given to brokers
who were delinguent in their city
 taxss, “In that way,” he said, “some
brokers who were in danger of los-
ing their homes benefited, and the
city got the revenue.”

Politicians do not forget.

Under the law judgments obtained
by the city for tax delinquency are
ouflawed after five years, unless re-

_newsd—by the mayor. The job of
listing. these judgments for the
mayor's signature done by rubber
stamp, is a chore of the City Treas-
urer. The Treasurer's office did not
choose to do this job within the spe-
cified time, the city lost some $300,-
000 in judgments and the mayor was
legally at fault. Malfeasance is 4
eriminal offense,

MecNair discharged his freasurer.
Thus the blame was legally placed
where it properiy belonged. But the
City Council; which had fought the
mayor throughout his term, refussd
to confirm any nomination he made.
They wanted the same treasurer be-

cause, aside from being pohtlcally
safe, he represented the legal means
of getting rid of McNair.

A “ripper” bill designed to abolish

the office of mayor in Pittsburgh =

had already been passed by the
Pennsylvania legidlature. McNair's
term in office was therefore of
doubtful duration anyway, The pros-
pect of fighting a criminal action
wag distasteful. Without a City
Treasurer bills and payrolls could
not be met, and while the fight with
the Council was going on the mu-
nicipality was practically at a stand-
still. Bill McNair resigned. )

“T found,” he says, “that I had
less chance to expound the theories
of Henry George in office than when
I was soap-boxing, The Georgist
who thinks he can advance the cause
as an office holder does not know
that ke cannot hold office unless he
keeps his mouth shut. If he talks
up it won't be long hefore he is out
of office.

“That’s probably as it should be.

The politicians give the people what -

they want, if the people know what
they want and are articulate about
it. We cannot and showld not ex-
pect land value taxation until enough
people ask for it, and do so intelli-
gently, The School is building that
educable elite which brings about
real reform always.”

I asked him about the Pittsburgh
Graded Tax Plan,

“All right as far as it goes, but
it doest’t go far enough. Taxing
buildings half as much as iand hasg
the tendency to encourage building.
But rents in Pittsburgh are very
high, indicating that the exemption

of buildings simply raises the value.

of land. The speculators discount
the exemption. )

“Besides, unless the people Lnow
what he is trying to do, the man in
office is helpless to effect permanent
reforms. You can overcome the dif-
ferential of the Graded Tax Plan by
merely raising the building assess-!
ment.”

And then, in hig characteristically
informal manner, he uttered a pro-
found truth: '

“You cannot change the folkway
of the people overnight, Pittshburgh
simply did not understand awhat I
was trying to do. If we had nhad a
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few thousand graduafes of the Henyy |
George School who could bave ex.
plained my purpose to their neigh- |

-bors maybe I would have accomp- |

lished more,”
© Maybe MelNair has had an effect
on the folkway of Pittsburgh.

—FRANK CHODOROV,

’ ®
“Crackpotism”
Or Common Sense

The following significant - passages are
taken from “The Single Tax Principle . |
‘Crackpotism’ or Common Sense,” an ar- |
ticle by Professor Harry Gunhison Erown
published in a recent issue of ‘‘Educa-
tion™: .

A high tax on capital or on the
income from capital may decrease -
the available amount of capital for |
industry to use. A high land-value
tax, up to the entire annual econom-
ic rent of the land, will not decrease
the available amount of land,

e B *

Hven if a heavy tax on capiial did
not at all discourage the acrumula-
tion of ecapital,” it would certainly
diminish the investment of capital
within the territory taxing it.

N * * *

But a community or country ecan
take, for the benefit of its entire
public, as much of the community-
produced annual location wvalue of
gites and resources as i desires,
without decreasing its land at all

) E I T

For land-value taxation, while it
does not, of course, increzse the lol-
al amount of land in a community,
does increase the amount available
for use. A study made a few years
ago by Dr. Ernest M, Fisher indi-
cated that the number of Iots held
vacant in various large American
cities which he Iinvestigaied, was
from a third fo a half or more of the
total, In other wordg, in the typical
American city there are wvery oifen
as many or nearly as many {0CCa-
sionally more) lots held out of use
as there.are lois used, This involves
a waste in transportation and travel,
in street paving, in water and zas
maing and in electric Lght and tele-

" phone wires. A land-value tax sys-

tem would make such speculative
holding of land out of use unprofi-

table.
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The Riddle of Fourteenth Street

Fourteenth Street is not the ideal

. routeé for & rubbernsck tout of New

York. Except for the subway Kiosks
and whatever a wayward glanece
niorth or south at avenue intersecs
tons might reveal in the way of sky-
serapers, you would hardly recog-
nize it as dii impertant inetropolitan
thoroughfare.

Trie enough, you will find on it

the headguarters of +the Salvation
Afmy—34 sure sign, of course, that

- pig town poverty exists met too far

away. Oné of two large biildings,
4 concentration of miovie houses ofi
one Pplock and of sizable stores ifi
another segtion, are #lso symbolical
reminders; yet strangely, thése ton=
centrations have the flavor of a
down=in-the-heel Main Street rather
than the class of Gotham., E=xcept
for the living models parading in the
second-fioor window of a cloak house
—d bit of “showmanship” that, I
take it, could happen only in New
York—Fourteenth Street is decided-

1y fourth gr fifth or four-ﬁeenth rate.

No, this is niot the spot to show your
out-of-téwn frierids when they come
to see the sights,

If, however, .ybur visitor is a stu-
deni of econbiiié problems, he miay
not begrudge the experience of see-
ing how land speculation works—
or, rather, how it prevents work—
jti the very hedrt of the world's fost
ambitious city. But seeing the of-
fects would not ke enough; for that
would not hecessarily prove fthe
point. Fourteenth Sireet’s untidi-
ness, s uneven development, its lack
of decent indnstrial, mercantile and
residential improvemernt despite ghe
teeming tens of thousands who daily
jam its sidewalks lilerally to over-
flowing—these observatiofis do hot
show why such a thoroughfare
athwart the flow of life in a great
metropolis stands out.as a relic of
gmali town backwardness.

Fourteerith Sireet niay be smail-
townish i appeardnce, but by no
meéang is it anythm less than a
guper -metropohs in transit facilities
Ol of 114 moest favored meas sures

of desirability in the mind of a New

By SIDNEY J. ABELSON

'i‘iié ai:compﬁiayiiig article is based wup-

ot research done by Mp., Danjel Good-
wan, _instyneto;- a4 the Henry George
School of Social Sclence.

Yorker. The gons and daughters of
Father Xnickerbocker like to go
places and do things—in a hurry:
And Fourteenth Street, as much as
any other section with the exceplion
of the Times Square-Grand Central
Station zone, offers thein superd op-

portun1t1es te come and go with a

minimum expenditure of tlme and
carfare,

This recital of d{ramsit facilities
may bore the blasé Gothamite, but
it will interest the socially constipus
visitor; for his benefit let it be not-
ed that the Fourth Avenue, the Sev-
enth Avenue, the Eighth Avenue, and
the Broadway subways all have ex-
press stops at Fourteenth Street.
The Sixth Avenile line, nearing com-

" pletion, will soon join this goodly

company. Fourteenth Street also
boasts =a crosstown subway line
which continues on to Brocklyn Ber-
ough via an East River Tube. Four~
teenth Street further enjoys a direct
rapid trangit connection with Jersey
City and Newark by means of the
Hudson-Manhattan Railroad which
parallels - the &ixth Avenue tracks.
Three elevaied lines, - the Second
Avenue, the Third Avenye and the
Ninth Avenue, complete this grand
array of rapid, -five cent? tramspor-
tation medns. Crosstown busgses and
neorth and south busses dn every /m-
terseeting avenue fill out the facili-
ties so that whoever wantis to get to
Fourteenth ~Street from anywhere
can do so quickly and inexpensively.

According” to the c¢ity assessor’s
office the latid on Fourteenth Streét,
from the Wast River to tlie Hudson,
iz worth $24,039,800.*% This tidy
sum betokens a high productive ca-

* The fare is five cents for a coniin-
uous trip of dny length on all these lines
except the Hudson and Manhattan.

#% 7937 figures. All figufés given in
this article are as of 1837, the latest dvall-
able for this research.

pacity; and one would conclude that
only acts of God eould prevent a
sroup of gites 80 geneiously favored
by transit facilitics from heifyg the
Scefie of o determined effort to bfing
forth its maximum pesmbﬂitxes But
what are the facts? And wWherein
lieg the explahation for themi?
First of &li, you could show your
Vigitor one—jiist one—interesting
statistic <o dramaticdlly significant
to the trained mind as to ¢all forth
psychic giasps of astonishmeht, On
$24,039,800 worth of land there
stands but $8914,800 worth of con-
Struction! Whole sections of Four-
teenth Street #dre “improved” with
dncient ghanties, “faxpayels,” “re-
conditicned” iildihgs held up by
seemingly death-defying rules of ehs
gineering, or left vagant altogether.
What acté of (God nave stunted
Fourteenth Street? What cilamities
have nullified TFather KuicKerbock-
ei's  efforts to make this thorough-
fare the sife of a gfeat establishment
for the salisfaction of humah .de-
gires? What Happens to the values
daily resstablished by the hordes of
fnen and women who tdke advantage
of Fourteenth Street’s cheap and
convenient trandit facilities?
Fourteenth Street ix a “low-priced”
shopping center. It is the lure of
bargains which draws to it these dr-
miss, in the hope that they can make
meager earnings do a bigger job in
the way of ﬁiiing their needs. - Cus-
tom has inured people to a false way
of -thinking; they cohfuse thrift with
niggargliness, they mistake scrimp-
ing for saving. The story of Four-
teenth Stiest is a striking éxAmupte
6f How our customs prevent the pos-
sibflity for real saving and forcs
millions to Pesort to scrimping. Four-
feentlh Street, zromcally enough,
could be the site of 4 major produs-
tion effort, for its “improvement”
value is hardly more than ofie third
of its land vilue, while i Méw Zork
as a whole imiprovemefit and land
vaiuaiions are aboui the same, In-
stead the Street ig relegated to the
funétion ¢f 4 ldst vesopt foF tHe uvn-
derpiid, & fihal hope for those who
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have little with which to shop for

their needs and must make that Iit-
tle go far, - -
To explain thig situation to your

visiting friend you would have to

consult the assessment records of
New York. Among other things you
would find that on Fourteenth Street
the John Jacob Astor Estate owns
two parcels of real estate assessed
in totai at $340,000 for the land and
$120,000 for the improvements. Un-
der our present tax system the As-
tors can well afford to keep title to
this property indefinitely, for the
tax lozd iz no doubt well provided
for by the income derived from the
comparatively small improvement.
How inadeguate this improvement
is, from the point of view of poten-
tial productivity of the site, iz made
Plain enough by the fact that on this
same block (adjoining the  Astor
property) the National Biscuit Com-
pany has a’ $507,000 plant standing
on a plot worth $158,000.F

Now take your friend from the
Biscuit factory between 9th and 10th
Avenues to the Spingler-Van Buiren
Estate which occupies three whole
blocks in the very heart of Four-
teenth Street, from Union Square to
Sixth Avemie. You will be well re-
paid for your three or four block
journey—if you are looking for facts
that show how speculative with-
holding of land.from productive use
thwarts economdc progress, forces

ouf the margin. of production, de- -

bresses employment and wages and
all but compels the abandonment of
sites favored by mature and by so-
ciety’s restless activity, '
Tnese particular blocks included in
the Spingler-Van Buren holdings are
egpecially favored by New York's
T The National Biscuit Company alse
owns two adjoining plots valued at $108,~
080 and $158,000, having improvements as-
seased respectively at $15,000 and $77,008,
If the National Biscuit Company’s hold-
ings are tiken as a wunit they total up to
§$424,000 worth of land and $599,000 worth
of buildings, a proportion which is quite
satisfactory in view of New York's gen-
eral average. Why a $507,000 improve-
ment hag to be crowded onto a $158,000
site ‘while another adjoining site of com-
barable value in possession of the same
owner bears ‘but a $15,000 structure ig a
separate subjeet for investigation. The
bpoint worth noting. here is that on tha
whole, the Biscuit Company is using its
land holdings productively and thus bedrs
a fair share of the city's budget burden.

great rapid transit systen:, They lie

" at or-within a stone’s throw of the

convergence of three subway lines,
adjoin a foukth, ave but a block or
two away from a fifth and two or

-ihree blocks away from a sixth. Yet

the Spingler-Van Buren properties
are among the least developed of all
on  Fourteenth Street—and Four-
teenth Street itselr represents one
of the lowest points of development
in the city!

One parcel of land in this group is
valued at $280,000—and bears on it
not come penny’s worth of improve-
ment. A $170,000 plot has on it a

structure valued at $15,000. A 340,

000 plot is “improved” to the extent
of $2,500. A $230,000 site supports
2 $40,000 building. ‘The total land

holdings of the Hstate (on Four

teenth Street) add up to $3,894,500;
the total improvements, to $799,000.

The New York City- general aver-
age of improvement value to land
value is about 1 to 1

The Fourteenth Street general
average of improvement wvalue to
land value is 1'to 3.

The Spingler-Van Buren ratio of
Improvement value 4o-land value (on
Fourteenth Street) is 1 to 5!

‘ Our system of speculative land
holding has served to choke Pprogress,
first on the ‘Spingler-Van' Ruren
acres; then, since ithese are at the
very heart of Fourteenth Street, on

the Street as a whole; and finally, .

it hasg had itg deadening effect on
the entire city. :

But since unproductive city peo-
ple are boor . customers for farm
products, the farmer too is going to
feel the effect of this system which
permits the Astors, the Spinglers
and Van Burens to withhold land

from use at the pleasure or conven- -

ienee of their checltbooks, And so
a vicious cycle ig established, a cycle
which begins anywhere that land is
being held out of fall production and
ends on the same gpot, encircling in
its course, as in a- ring of sieel, a
thousand evil effects on the gocial
body. : .

Your visitor has now had a first
hand view of the Riddle of - Four:
teenth Street—which is also the Rid-
dle of the Whole Economis World.
But he has had the Riddle- solved

for him, not merely in logic but in .

. iar, the bizarre, the strange and ij
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startling, unanswerable faci,
Bhould your visttor continys
his way, seeking to vary a vacatis
journey with changing Stenes, 7
reting out the unknown or unfa,mj

sensational he may speed on tq t}
far north or the far south, the egg
the near east or the Levant he m
view a hundred different peopies an
a8 many markedly differeni ways 4
life—but wherever he should stop f
investigate the reason for Povert]
existing amidst plenty or amidyg
plentiful resources there woulg rig]
up before him this same Riddle
Fourteenth Street, Fortunate}y, th
Secret has heen penetrated, T
Riddle has been solved. . No marma
real, Sphinx-like silence neeg entom]

the Answer, George stated j
forthrightly: *“Make land commot
broperty.” ]

L]
NEWS FEOM WASHINGTON

U. 8. Financing Nazi Agenis ?

The Treasury, following a New
Deal policy (prompted by the silveq
states monopolists), buys foreign sil-
ver at 35 cents an ocunce, Bumer hag
it that Hitler, via Mezico, is selling
us silver looted from invaded coun-|
tries, the proceeds being used to fi
nance Nazi activity here. '

McNutt on Family Life 1
From Paul V. Mel¥utt, Federal]
Security Administrator, comes g
two-page 'announcement thaf he has
created the position of “Consuliant ]
in Family Life Education.” The lady |
appointee (Ph, D} wifl “assist the
States in developing PrOETAMs Ok |
education, for home and family life.”
One wonders how we learned to build
successful homes and deveiop family |
life for so many years without such
expert (and expensive} advice. 1

Woodruff on Tariffs ]
The argument that tariffs prevent |
prices from rising wnz offered by
Representative Roy 0. Wooedrnlf (R.,
Wis.). .The free entry of Cuban su-
gar might drive home industry out
of business, he declared recently in
a debate on the reciprocal trade
agreements, and the resuit would be
the skyrocketing of sugar prices.
Only a protectionist could taink that
one up.
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Henry George, The Scholar

Henry George was thirty-two years
old when he wrote his little book,
Our Land and Land Policy, His son
tells us that his Alma Mater was
the forecastle and the printing of-
fice. He was poor, unheralded, un-
known, What advantages of educa-
tion were at hand in the weslern
country when he was a youth must
have been meagre, There was no
Carnegie in that day, to endow li-
braries where the poor man might
find food for his mind and refresh-
ment for his soul; nor, in that day,

‘were there any short-culs {o infor-

mation, such as The Family Book of

Knowledge and Bartleit’s Familiar

Quotations. The pursuit of knowl-
edge in that time, to a man like
Henry George, meant foiling to the
heart of the subject, along the rough
way of thorny problems; the best
way in the end for a man to equip
himself with the thought of hls wol-
thy predecessors.

Ee must have been an unusual
man—ote possessed of intellectual
courage—to set to work to write
Omr Land and Land Policy. I have
often wondered what Henry George
was doing, during the six years after
he wrote that short book, to gather
the material for the work which he
began in 1877 and published three
years later under the title of Prog-
ress-and Poverty. The reason I have
pondered this guestion s0 often, for
a period of at least forty years, is
that no matter how -often I return
to the book, I am -more and’ more
impressed with the fact that George
yeveals in it nmot only a tenacity of
purpose, but. a thoroughness .of re-
view which covers the known works
of the chief economists who wrote

jn ‘English during the eighteenth and

nineteenth centuries. Moreover,
Progress and Poverty reveals a fa-
miliarity with works 'which lie on
the fringe of the science of poiitical
econorny, ‘There are- innumerable

_references to authors who are not
mentioned by writers on “economic

subjects, even so lzte as John Stu-
The -gkill manifested by

By FRAWCIS NEILSON

The accompanying paper was read by
the author at the New York HGSSS Com-
mencement exercises and is here reprinted
in response to many requests.

from these authors indicates clearly
that the more facets of reference and

substantiation he could gather to

prove his point, the surer would be
the literary effect to be produced.

Many men have asked me: where
did he get his learning? I remember
years ago spending some fime with
Dr. Hodgkin at Barmore Castle in
Northumberland, I had gone down

to the constituency of Berwick, for
which Sir Edward Grey sat in the
Houge of Commons, to ‘speak—not
in support of Grey, but sclely on the
question of Land Values and Free
Trade, Ohe might after we returned
from meeting, we were gathered at
the supper table, There were sev-
eral of the dostor's friends at the
posrd, and he suddenly sazid to me,
“Nejlson, I have heard all this be-
fore, Now where? It wasn't Grey
when he was a young man’ Then
his daughter rtose from the table
and, in a few moments, returned
with a book and placed it before her
father. He picked it up, looked at

it for a moment, gave it a slap of -

affection and said: “Here you are,
Neilson, Henry George's Progress

and Poverfy. Bless my life, T had
forgotten all about it!”

It was one of the early editions—
many parts of it inter-leaved; nearly
every margin had a note, He said,

Tt ranst be over twenty years since

I read this book, and let me telt
you, Neilson, I was never so im-
pressed ‘with a secular work ag I was
with this” Then the famous old
doctor opened out and, for many
minutes, trested the men at the
board with a perfectly beautitul dis- .
sertation on what was revealed in -
George’s work., Numbers of similar
instances have occurred in my life.
The point I want te gel home Is
this: that George had no educational
advantages; he was poor, but he had
youth and health, -and these two
poons enabled him to do an intel-
lectual giant’s work. Tf George
could do that sixty years ago, what
can the poor man of natural ability
do now, when every educational ave-
nue, cloged to George, lies wide open
to a youth today in any village in
the land; for it would be & very un-
usual country town that could not
hoast a library. : .
What awas the secret of George's

‘endeavor? First, he was a 'imique

observer. The old saying, “he kept
his wits about him,” ig here direcily
applicable. He viewed the conditions
in the drama of life as il passed
before him; and, to use another
homely phrase, “he put ‘two and two
together.” He witnessed every day
the game of the land monopolists
grabbing the land for a rige, and
quickly he discerned ‘what brought
that rise about. The patch of land
might he pare—not an improvement
on it; not a man putting in a spads,
Negrby, someone builds a Iittle
house, a shop or a chapel. Round the
patch of bare land the people gather
and make their improvements and,
just as the improvements inerease,
so does the value of the bare patch
increase. That had been going on
for centuries and centuries, " Bub no
one saw in it the whole problem of
the labor ques’aon as George saw it.

Then came the idea. That was
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sufficient; for, when an idea startd
in the mind of a man liké (Jéofge,
it begs to be clothed. It demands
education, Tt is unceasing 'in its
beseechings to be put into- fine in-
tellactudl vaitiént. That is the wori-

derful thing abouf an idéa, A poor

taf, alfodt uninétriictsd, once an
idlea takeés ¥oot in hi¥ niihd “ahd
thirills his gpifit, cah, in 4 faw years
méiKkeé of hinmgelf 4 Scholar,

Thé Shért htrodiictolty chapter ta
giess aud Poverly prépares vis
thé Iiterary {iréat which is fo
ow. Theére Is 4 feferende on the
flrst pige to a gfeat mdi, which
stiimilateS our Guriosity, ~ He en-
tions Priéstley. What brought
Priestlsy tp Georgs's notice? Who

P

Was Priestley? Josepli Priestiey was’

"a parson and a chemist who lived ini

HEngland, He wiote a history of el-
ectfi¢ily. Late in Jifé he emigrdted
to Pennsylvama and died thera in
i804. He  discovéred nifri¢ oxids,
and was. the first t6 use cafhon di-
oxidé in the preparation of mineral
WaLErs.

We read on a few pagés and a
prophecy of Maca.ulay is. brouﬂfht o
guf notice. Further on, in olle par-
agraph We are remmded of the gulf
between Dives and Laszarus, Af the
.end of that same paragraph, he tellg

s: “The fruits of the tree of knowl-
eage titin as we grasp thém to ap-
Bles of Sodom that crumble at thé
tolich,” - A perfect sefitence; Thege
namea taléén fromi the Bmle Iﬁdwa.te
to me, that George was da profound
student of thé Old and New “Testd-
mieats © Tideed, Pivpress #nd Pov-
Erty  sHoWws on every: pagé that its
author mibdulded his style to’ conftjrm
to Bibliedl stafidards:

Theé time expended oh a thorougH
sutvey of the economisis of his day
must have béen great 'Pefhaps'he
had hecorme acquamted with several
of them hefore he wrote Our Lapﬂ
and Land Policy. Wven so, it was
a great:task he set himself, for we

inust fendember that he had to makeé
his 11vmg and care for his ;fé.mlly
while he educated himself and pre-
pared the material for his work, It
is Ao eady task lo read The Wealth
of hatmn.s, for. that is’ a Work whlch
grew as Smith Draceeded 1’ram chap-
fer, to chapted, lbut Gecrge read it
with understanding, No one kefore

Cafd  travelers,

had attempted to, examine éios‘_ely

the téfms: Sinith employed

To pass from Adart Smith to Sir
Henry' Mgifie inciéases bir astima-
tion .of the width of the range of the
inteHecfual journey {ieorge get upon.
I. doubt Whether ftherd are many
econGiists in thé universitiés of fos
day who Afé Famhilidf with Maine’s
Aziciefit Soslety and hi§ othier oxs
cellent ~workS: ‘The geogrdphical
knowledge of - George was wide.
Within a few pages we Have reférs
eiices to the pyrainids and. the Nile
valley, the 8t. Gothard Tunnel, the

Buez Canal and many other distant

places, He read Willlam CGodwin’s
Hiquiry Conepreing Political Justice,
Then, in dealing with the Maltkusiaii
theoty, George writes:

“Agasgiz, whe; fe the day of his death,
was a  strenuaus Opponent of the new
philosophy, zické of Derwinianism as
‘Malthus all ovér,” and Idarwin himself

says the stfugglé for existence ‘iz the.

doctrine of Malthus applicd with mani-
fold fored te the animal world and vege-
table kihgdom" ™

‘Here i§ 4 dtiiking illdst¥ation of
Georgé’s thorougliness in pursuing
an idea to its sourde. I doubt
whether thiéfe wére many authors
at thé tithe George was writizig, %ho
weie familidf with Montesquiieu. The
Afithor of the isim'it of e Lawz; Was
not popular, afid I doubt, whether his
ook at any tinié was catdlegiled as
3 fﬁes’t seller. George siys:

“Sihce Montesquiew, in the zarly part of
the last century, assertéd, what was then
probably the prevailing':mpresslon that
the population of the earth had, since
the Christian ety great]y declinéd, op-
inion' hag #un thé Hthied +way.. Bit the
tendency of recent investigation and ex-
plorauon has been to give greater credit
) What have beeh  d emedr the exag-
gérated #dccounts of
and to reveal indiéaticns
of dengef populations. and mere advanced
civilizations than had. hefore been sus-
pected, as weIl as of a ,1‘gher anthmty
in thé hufian Fdce,”

Yes, investigation and .explo_raﬁon
have now given to us fhe Peking
Man whlch réveals ito ibe anfhio-
paloglst and the archaeologist a civ-
Hization half a mllhon yeard old and
that ma,n was a land ammal then,
his profession was &Dmcuiture he
wag. a capltahst and he haved hls
surplus for & painy dey.

In ngress and Foverty e‘ﬂdz*me
¢omés before us time and 2gain that

aricierit historians -

. al' t‘he great Ameg" 2

~ nominating . cotivent
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George kiew his English . history.
For example, he says:

“The just principles of - English i
have been extended by an:elaborate

.tem of codes and law: officers d(*sl"'ﬂ{‘-‘t

-to, séeure to the -humiblest:of these ajp-
ject’ (Indiah) péoplés. the rights .of an-
glo-Saxon freemen.’

I doubt whether. either - Maitland
ot Sir: Frederick Pellock wotld have
stated the eondition - i different
terms,

In quoting from Macaulay’s Essay
on Tord Clive; Geéorge mdkes it clear
how the terrel of. cotigliest affectad
the people of India. And-he says:

l"Th‘e’se farhingd, whith Bave been, ana
aré now; sweping . away. their millions,
are ne morg due to the -piessurs of popu-
lation upon the natural“limits of subsis-
tence than was the: desolation of the
Carnatic whenr Hydeér. Ali's horsemen

huirst upon it In-a-whirlwind of destroc-
tion,”

Geotge sdw . to-thée very heart of

ithe problem - which - both Macaunlay

and Edmund Burke failed (o fouch.
Read that ehdpter. agiin, and read
it carefully—the one in which George
deals with & the - Malthusian doctrine
in connection with:thé conditions in
Indja which- ha.rrorwed the mind of
Macaulay.

Geprge was  not : onlv a scholar;
he wag a propb__tet. +In'fis book there
are .many passages: Which describe
vividly the condition we have reached
in this eguntry. It'was writien sev-
enty .years ago when, fo many in
Europe, this (,ountry seemed to be a
bright dawn: breakmz,- ifs rogy flush
beckoning . to: the millions in Europe
to . cast o:ff-—their:sh&ciﬂes andg enter
the Jand of ppportumity. Butb George
saw_clearly the evils taking root in
society, and - he :warned ‘us, while
there was time, to aiiack these evils
and .rid - the . body  politic of them.
Alas; owe took no!heed. The resuli
he describes v1v1d1y in the foilowing
passage:

“The iype of - mnodern )
great eity. - Hepte -are-to be i
greatest weaith: and = the  desp
ty. And it is here,that pu
ment Hag most- clearly - bre

growth is the

as-in the most aris
the waorld, -
in- their” E)OC}\ ats,” r~

suratic wu’ﬂil
prg  earry  wards

as . they - Bafeaih
they toil net, geither .
the best of raiment . sn
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lavighly. They are men of power, whose
favor the ambitious must court and whose
vengeance he must avold. Who are thése
men? The wise, ihe good, the learned—
men who have earned the confidence of
their fellow-citizens by the purity

their H the splendor of their ialents,

their probity in public trusts, their deep’

study of the problems of goveromant?
MNo: they are gamblers, galoon kesepers,
pugilists, or worse, who have maide a
{rade of controlling votes and of buying
and gelling offices and official acis, They
stand to the government of these cities
as the Prastorian CGuards did to that of
declining Rome. He who would wear
{he purple, fill the curile chair, or have

the fagces carried before him, must go

or send his messengers to their ecamps,
give them donatives and make them
promises. It is through these men that
the rich corporations and powerful pe-
cuniary interests can pack the Senate
and the bench with their creatures. It

iz these men who make School Directors,

Supervizors, Assessors, members of the
Legislature, Corgressmen. Why, there

_are many election ‘digtricts in the United
© @tates in which a George ‘Washington, a

Benjamin Franklin or a Thomas Jeffer~
son could no more g0 to the lower house
of a State Legislature than ynder the
Ancient- Regime a base born peasant
could beeome a Marghal of Framce. Their
very character would be an insuperable
disqualifieation.’

The

Technological unemployment is a
social problem. Being a social prob-
lem, it 3= mot concerned with shifts
w1th1n wae ranks of labor, with indi-
vidual experiences Or isolated cases
as such, It i3 concerned solely with
the effect that technological devel-

opment exerfs on Tabor as a whole, -

for nothing is a cause of unemploy-
mert in the social sense unless it
results in a decrease in the total
number of persong employed.

And yet, various bodies of opinion
and persons of high position are
continually talking of techmological
unemployment, and condemmning the
machine as & menace to labor, with-
out offering the slightest e_v;dence
that labor as 2 whole has heen
harmed. The technocrats, though
favoring the use of the machine in
their. plan for revolutionizing  the

'p*estnt economic system, admit, as

they put it tha.t the machine brmgs

There is a passage to which I'wish
particularly to draw your atfention
hecause it not only reveals the qual-
ity of Georges knowledge, but to a
great extent, . the depth of his
thought. - He is dealing with two
fascinating problems: first, the phy-
gical improvement in ‘the race; and
second, the menta! improvement in
it. ‘These are guestions with which
the greate,st thinkers from age to

age have grappled in an attempt to -

reach a decision. This is the way
that George presents it to us:

“The agsumption of physical improve-
ment in the race within any time of which
we have knowledge is wutterly without
warrant, and within the time of which
Mr. Bagehot spesks, it is absolutely dis-
proved. We know from classic - statues,

from the burdens carried and the marches

made by ancient scldiers, from the rec-
ords of runners and the feats of gym-
nasts, that neither in _proportions nor
strength has the race improved within
two thowsand vears. But the assumption
of - menial - lmprovement which is even
more confidently gnd generslly made, is
gtill more preposterous. As poets, ar-
tists, architects, - philosophers, rhetori-
cians, statesmen, or soldiers, ean mod-
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ern civilization show individuals of great-
er mental power thsn can the ancient?
There is ne use in recalling names—
every schoolboy knows them. ¥or our
models and personifications of mental
power we go back to the ancients, and
if we can for a moment imagine the pos-
sibjlity of what is held by that oldest
and most widespread of all beliefs—that
belief which Iessing declared on thig
account the most probably true, though
he accepted it on metaphysical grounds
—gnd suppose Homer or Virgil, Demos-
thenes or. Cicero, Alexander, Hannibal
or Caesar, Plato or Lucretius, Euclid
or Aristotle, as re-entering this life azaln
in the Nineteenth Centwry, can we sub-
pose that they would show any inferior-
ity to the men of to-day? ... We of
modern civilization are raised far above
those who have preceded us and those
of the Iess advarced races who are our
contemporaries. But it i3 because we
gtand on & pyramid, not that we are
taller. What the centuries have done
for us is not to increase our stature, but
to build np a structure on Whlch we sy
plant our feet.”

" Because of space resfrictions The Freoe-
man ig¢ unable te print Mr, Neilson's pa-
per in full in this issue. “The conclaiing
section of “Heunry George, The Scheiar”
will be printed here mext month.

Technological Dodge

By C. O. STEFLE

disastrous unemployment. President
Roogevelt, in'a message to Congress,
said, “We have not yet found a way
to employ the surplus of our labor
which the efficiency of our industrial
processes hag created,” and, *“To face

" the task of finding jobs faster than

jnvention can fake them away is not
defeatism.”

Philip Murray, vice-president of
the United Mine Workers of Amer-
ica told his union’'s convention that
the new continuous process of malk-
ing steel will displace nearly 90,000
steel workers in the early future, Mr.
Murray’'s figures deal not with what
has happened hut with what he ex-
pects 1o happen. Even if soundly
based these figures prove nothing
concerning employment as a whole,
sinee they apply to a single industry.
As it happens, technological changes
in the past decade have not caused

unemployment in the industry. The

United States Steel Corporation, for
example, increased its average nunl-
ber of workers from 224980 in 1329
to an average of 261,293 in 187,
though practically all of its labor-
saving mills had been Installed by the
latter ‘yeat.

Steel cutput slumned badly in 1538,
with a consequent decredase in the
number of workers employed by U.
S. Steel, Recovery set in in ihe
following ‘year, and in December em-
ployment by the corporation had
risen to 260,000, For the stecl in-
dusiry as a whole, employmsant in
1939 averaged 425,000, Thiz was
some seven per cent below the 1922
average, but steel output in 1939 was
sixteen per cent under the 1929 pro-
duction. In December of 193%, &
beom month, employment in the in-
dustry reached 503,000. Thus we
find shifts in the humber of workers
engaged in making steel, bui these
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are due to seagonal influences and
the rise and fall in general business.
There is nothing to indicate that tot-
al employment hags been decreased
in the slightest by the introduction
of more efficient machinery, nor, if
past experience affords any clue as
to the future, that Mr, Murray's
doleful prediction is soundly based.
John L. Lewis says that each re-
covery period carries the seeds of a
new depression. ' Just as goon as
business beginsg {o pick up, he as-
serts, manufacturers install labor-
saving machinery, and men and wo-
men’ are thrown out of work.
Through loss of purchasing power
their status as cohsumers is lowered,
which in turn results in other work-
ers losing their jobs. The process
continies to repeat itself, says Mr.
Lewis, and a new depression is on
the way. These are but a few of
the opinions, - emanating from sup-
posedly authoritative sources, which
bolster the belief that employment
in the aggregate is decreaged by the
development of new and more effi-
cient machines.
© It is not denied, of course, that
labor-saving machinery often leads
to the displacerment of particular
groups of workers, and may often
cause great hardships to those work-
ers, particularly if ﬂley have spent
years in 'acquir_ing a highly special-
ized gkill, This is the first effect of
the introduction of labor-saving ma-
chinery. But the machinery is in-
troduced only because it jmproves
ithe quality of the product or reduces
costs of production. In either case
it tends to expand the market for
that product, either by giving con-
sumers ‘something better for their
money, or the same thing for less
money. As a result more men than
ever are frequently employed in that
industry. But even' if - lower -pro-
duction costs and conseguent - lower
. prices do not increase the sale of a
- ‘product—hecanse demand for it may
be inelastic—it remains true that
because of the lower prices consum-
- ers have more money left with which
to buy other things, As a resuit,
employment increases in other lines,

By development of the assembly
Ine and congtant mprovement in
*mecharical operatlens Henry Ford

has brought the lahor cost per auto-
mobile down to a fraction of what
it was thirty years ago. That would
imply a great displacement of human
labor, would it not? Does anyone
believe that Henry Ford, ' having
through improved machinery brought
the automobile ‘within the reach of
millions, whereag formerly only the
rich could buy it, is employing fewer
workers today than th1rty years
igo? And that is but part of the
story. Think of the chauffeurs, mech-
anics, truck drivers, repair men, gas
station attendants, workers in glass
factories and steel mills supplying
the auto trade, and the workers in
tire plants and in factories where
thé hundreds of parts'and dccessories
are produted that go'into an autemo-
bile but are not ordinarily made in
the automobile plant, Are mot their
jobs the direct result of the popular-
izing of the automohiles through bet-
ter and better machines?

The rayon industry is frequently
cited as one which has caused wide-
spread unemployment among pio-
ducers of silk and cotton. It is also
claimed ‘that the steady improve-
ment in the production methods in
the. industry has made for a con-
stant decling in the mimber of work-
ers employed in the industry. Let
us look at the figures. World pro-
duction of rayon yarn in 1925 am-
ounted to 1865 millions of pounds;
in 1937 preduction had climbed to
1,198,760 millions of pqunds or 6,400
times @s- much. . But, mlrthe same
twelve years,. world prod '1_:1011 of
silk—88,052 . mﬂhons of :pounds in
1925, and -88; 366 . in- 1937wwas off
only aboub:5%, whlch mlg,ht be at-
tributed to the Japanese~Chmese
war, . World- productmn ‘of- cotton in
1925 was. 16.1: mllhons of: bales and
18.9 millions in. 1937, a gam of : close
to 15% Clea.rly, then “the ! develop-
ment of the rayon industry has
caused no decrease - in- production of
the . older textile basics: with -which
it competes Morem er, desplte the
ama.zmg advances that have - taken
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place’ within the _ra‘jron industry in
the way of more efficient machines,
it iz inconceivable that the improve.

_ment has been sufficient to turn out
‘more than 6400 times as much Tay-

on without an increase, rather than
a decrease, in the number of werk-
ers employed, And even if the in-
dustry thad been completely mechan-
ized and no human labor was any
longer required, employment in the
aggregate would still have been eon-
ormously increased iy the vast num-
bers of workers now engaged in con-
verting rayon yarn inte fabrics and
finished goods.

The fact is that while more ef-
ficlent machinery displaces workers
temporarily and alters the relation
bhetween industries, in the long run
it creates jobs, 'The population of
the United States in 1870 was 38,-
558,371. In 1930 it had- increased
to 122,775,046, a galn of 220%. Dur-
ing that 60-year period the world
propably saw more progress in the
development of the machine than
was geen in the previous 800 vears.
If men were permanenfly {o be dig-
placed by machines, then was the
{ime of all times that it should have
occurred.

- But what happened? In 1870, ace
cordintg to figures of the Bureau of
Census, there were 11,908 735 per-
sons gainfully employed in the Unii-
ed States, - In 1930, the number was
48,820,920, a gain of 316%. Stated
another way, the number of gain-
fylly. employed in 1870 was sgual o
31% of the country’s population at
aat time, Bixty yearz later, when
labor-saving devices umdxmmﬂu of
in 1870 had colme ‘into common use,
the . number of workers empioyed
equaled ‘;LD% of the populaiion of the
country.

‘Thus, during the period when, ac-
cording -to technocrats, politicians
and labor leaders, the steady sadvance
in the efficiency of the machine
shouid have wreaked havon with cm-
ployment, the number of porsons
gainfully employed ineressed much
faster than did the populaiion of ihe
country. If anything were needed to
prove that the sel_f_-s'j;ylec_l experts on
machinery and employraent are talk-
ing . through their colloctive halk,
theze figures would appzar o do
{rick. T
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Inscribed upon a stohe néar the
border of the Green at Lexington are
the words spoken by -Céptain Na-
thaniel Parker to i hormespun
handful of Mimutemen as they faced
a battalich of redcoat regulars on
the motning of April 19; 1775.

“Stand your groutd,” he said.
“Don’t fire urilegs firéd upon: Eut,
if théy mean to have war, let it be-
gin There.”

They were firéd upor. And the
. volley shattered theii thin line. Biit
noonday found them reinforced be-
hind the rampaits of the bridgs at
Contord wheve they “fived the shot
heatd rouni@ the world”

Thesé weré freciiten who tilled
their owh seil. They Were figlititig
for tHelr right to the land they had
clearéd and made fruitfil, for ihe
homies they Had built upon ik, fo¥
their fimiligs within the homies, for
their way of life—exeémplified by the
Towi Meetiig of New England.

Their great-grandsofis stood on the
rid@e at Gettysburg and fiirned back
the tide 6f chatlel slavery upon the
lahd at its high Wwatermark. Nor
were they alone.
New ¥ork Irish led by Colonel
O'Rourke fought to the last man to
Ligld Little Bound Top afid a brigads
of Gerinang knew just about enough
Hhglish to say: “Ve fight mit Gens
¢ral Sigdl!

Enmities of that distant day at
Lexinhgton and Cohcord and of that
désperate striggle eifhty-¢ight yeatrs
latér on the heights of Getlysburi
have lohg since faded with time and
the reslization of commoi ifiHerit-
drice and identical agpirdtion.

It is tha pity of humian misunider-
standing that BotH at Lexington and
at Gettysburg men of the same hiread
and heritage were ranged against
each other. ' Bit they were united
when anbther generation, infused and
ledvéned with the gtrdins of all the
children of ineh, upheld their frddi-
tion at:Chﬁ;tEau ‘Thietry and ir the

veri so has the spirit of America
grown aid spread and déépeped, At
its voolS persist ihe

A regiment of

- inig  the

independence

- If They Mean To Have War
o By GROVER CLEVELAND LOUD,
" and the responsibility of the individ-

ual consonant with the rights of
man, and the cohseiolisness of these
rights biirhs brightér whenever they
are infringed of threatened with de-
struetion.

Equality afid tnity in loyalty to
the indigenous ideal of Amnieridans
from the beginning to the present
ate dttested ¥y the very nsmes of
thoze who went otit from Coneord to
offer théir lives for it in the First
World War:

Thére they afe ofi° 4 memorial
shaft Hot far froih thie God's Acre
of the heroés &6f the Revolution, thie
once striange foreigh names of the
gons of many peoples from peyond
the séas alongsidé the names of the
descenidants of the Minufemen who
Wweéré summonséd from their home-
steads in the hight by Pdul Revere.

Their monumeént, hoWwever, was to
a lost cause, o8t affer they Had won

Totalitarian

The success of the Hitler military
mackine seerns to be cadlling forth
from many non-militaristic persons
& grudging admiration for fotalita-
rian efficiency.  Liet the i{rith be
stated: totalltarianism s efficient.
This is no longer a tiatter for de-
pate. The facts aré convincing far
beyond the pogsibilities of any at-
tempt at countersrationalization.

The guestion, ther, is, ot whethet
totalitdrianismi is effléient of not,
but, at what is it efficient? - Is it
effitient in gratifyig the wvaried
and spontaneons desired of humdn-
kind?  Or i§ it effieieiit in gratify-
lust for power- of a few
megaldgmahiaes ? :

To ask these questions is really td
answer them. It is obvious that in
a totalitarizn country there is no
way of measiivting the gratifications
enjoyed Dy its inhabitants,

Lacking a freedom of choice—in
political leddefship, in selection of
occupation | or  employmeént or, for
that makter, in choice of ordinary
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it in battle, lost by the vietor na-
tions that put the protection of privi-
lege abeve the saféguarding of their
own exigténce. In 1918 ebligations
to set economic houses in order werd
not  fulfilled. Succeeding  years
brought & train of coftSequences that
culminated in marauding dictator-
ships, France and Britain have paid
a fearful penalty and the United
States must heed the example, ‘
For America ig something 10 be
lived for, striven for and, if need he,
died for. It has come a long way and
hag strayed far since farmers fought
for the sarth théy plowed in LeXing-
ton. Land monopoly in this eentury
is ‘bad enough as it is, but it will be
intolerable wnder Nazi masters;
hondage of body; mikd and soul.
Title or no. title, the land still be~
longs to the people. Fighting in de-
fense of it can free it :

“Efficiency”

economi¢ goods—they lack also the
only objective means for judging sat-
isfactions, the market place,

" Totalifarianism achieves an 4ston-
ishing degree of efficiency by almost
completély . eurtdailing the market
place (alresdy seriously o‘bstij‘uctdd
in “dethocratic countries by tariils,
taxes, and land monopoly). Thus,
thig kifid of efficienity is the result
not 6f expanding eans for the sat:
isfaction of already existing desires
or for the gratification of more wids-
1y diversified desires, but of delimit-
ing permissiblé desires, of “stand-
drdizinig” these desites 4nd ultimaie-
ly organizing human beings into u
robot existence. ‘It is {the bell-line,
ass-manufacturing system of in-
dustry apjlied to mazn and his earth-
ly mission.

But the astonishing degree fto
which dotalitariddigm has been of-
ficient in “robotizing” existence an:d
brutalizing men  dis mcre than
matched By the efficiéncy 6f 4 com-
paratively free market in gratifving
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the endless desires of civilized man,
Any modern general store (not to
speak of the = great department
- stores) is a far more eloguent mongy-

ment to civilization than would be a

thousand panzer divisions. Your
American grocery store is truly an
outpost of efficiency that even an
80,000 ton dreadnaught could not
match, :

When we admire efficiency let ug
first ask ourselves, “Bfficiency " for
what 7" )

H. G. JASPER.

@
Books in Brief

Freedom of Thought in the 0id South.
By Clement Eaton. Duke University
Press. $3.00.

A history of the struggle for freedom

of thought and of the press in the former -

slave area of America,
LI T .

How Government Regulates Business,
Various Authors, with an Introduction
by Mayor F. H, LaGuardia of New York.
Dynamic America Pregs, ’

A brief “explanation’ of the principal
federal and state laws . which regulate

business,
* L]

=

Migration and Social Welfare. By Phil..
ip E. Ryan. Russel Sege Foundation,
50 centa, -

A short study of migratory population,

L ® &

Baw Materials and Foodstuffs, A pub-.
lication of the Heonomie Intelligence
Service of the Leagne of Nations. Dis-
tributed by the Columibia University
FPress. 60 cents,

A statistical report of production by
eountries for the years 1935 and 1938,

: 2 L *

Urban and Rural Housing. Published
by -The Hconomie Intelligence Service,
Yeague of Nations. Distributed by Co-
lumbia University Press. 80 cents,

: = * - .

This Struggle. By Dr. Edgar W. Cul-
Iey. Published by the author. Melbourne,
Australia.

‘A symposium on Henry George's prin-
ciples of social reform' issued in con-
nection with the centenary of his birth,

- % &

4

Ttaly, By Camille Pellizei,
Green & Co. $2.00.

With a Foreword by IL E. Alberto
de’ Stefani, member of the Faseist Grand
Council. An explanation by a competent
Ttalian of Fasecism, the main ideas of its
founder and the Tialian view of world
affairs.

Longmans,

* % 2 .

Ecomomics for the Millions. By Henry

Pratt Fairchild., Modern Age Books. $2.50,

A simplification of “the economic prin-

¢iples which have long been regarded the

chief property of scademic cireles,” I1-
iustrated,

Gandhi would have us believe that
SBatyagraha, hig method of “non-vio-
lent direct action,” contains the pow-
er of conversion rather than that of
coercion. By meang of mass civil
disobedience ang €Xemplary non-re-
sistance to acts of force on the. part
of authorities, the Indian leader be-
Heves hostile and repressive govern-
ments ean be made to see ithe light
of truth, Hence, as Gandhi has it
it is a final understanding of justice
and not duress of magg threats which
leads officials to concede the rights
of India's native lower classes,

But at least one of hig followers
iz frank enough to admit that thig
is but bandying. words, Krishnala
Shridharani tells ug in War Wiihout
Violence (Harcourt, Brace & Co.
$2.50) that Batyagraha “fyifills the
function of war,” and, elsewhere in
the book, “there is_an element of
what, for want of a better term, we
shall call compuiston in it, if not of
coercion, since the Jatter implies re-
venge and punishment.” Then again,
“it has become a revolutionary weap-
on for destroying an Undesirable po-
litical order.” 1t “aspires to be an
equivalent of war” It “has given
evidence of being an effective mode
of revolution or civil war,”

War Without Vielence contains a
seductively uplifting _appeal. Every
Page is permeated with {he deep
spirituality of the Swaraj (self-gov-
ernment} movement; every episode
throbs with the dramatic martyr-
dom of the natives reaching out in
vain for a sublimation of their mis-
erable lot, But what would it profit
the Indians to gain self-government
if at the same time they id mnot
g2in a solution of the hasie economie
problem ?

The author's fajflure to think
through to this point is all the more
remarkable in light of hig - nder-
standing of the question of meansg
and ends—a question which I have
missed no opportunity ito discuss at
length in these columms, and else-
where ag well, “The meang,” says

- equivalent of war” yoes a8 4 meal

1
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Mr. Shridbarani, “shoid be the J
in process and the iden] i the md
ing.” ’ 1

If this is 50, and T for ome am e
vinced that it is, then how cap g

lead other than to an end in whil
coercive strife of nes s8ilty must |
& predominating factor? ]
The obvious and un juestioned si
cerity of Gandhi and or his Batyl
grahis, including My, Shridearay
makes it difficult for » conscientio]
critic to belittle the appeal of 2 capd
genuinely devoted 1o {he defense
buman dignity, And ¥ab truth mud
not be denied on the ground of sent]
ments which eannoi e sustained o
practical grounds.
As far a3 T am able to discove
Gandhi has no fundamental progran
for economic reform, s has evoive
a method of agitation which, to data
has succeeded in gaining world-widd
and deserved sympathy for the pligh
of the Indian victims of British imi
berialism - (which is not o he con
fused with the {raditicnal domestid
ideals of British democracy). He hag
secured, through thig meang s modis
cum of respect for hiz peopie; and
he has brought fo the Indians themd
selves a sense of self-respect and g
ray of hope-—a sizahble accomplish-]
ment in itgelf,
Be this gs it may, the fact re-i
mains that Satyagraha is a form of
coercive mass action. As such it in-
evitably involves a debasement of ;
rationality. It cally for s suspension |
of the thinking processes while mien |
and women merge their ndividuali- |
ties into = horde and press forward |
with impassioned impatience ioward
the achievement of a singie objec- |
tive, It is, despite itg high purposes f
and its genesis in injustices that ory |
out for redress, a form of rabble-
rousing. And not even Candhi can |
make of rabble-rousing an fnghra-
ment for the solution of social prob-
lems, )
I found War Without Violence fas-
cinating reading, despite my inabil-
ity t0 reconcile the Gandhi method
with the basic fagk before wovial ve-
formers. Indeed Mr. Shridharani’s
book is a “work” in the real Senge of
authorship. Tts 300-odd pages pre-
sent a well-rounded, carefully writ-
ten account of a social movement in
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which the author places great faith
and in which he is participating as
an active leader. It bears, then, the
stamp of personsl experience, of ob-
servation, of regearch, of conviction,
Its style is simple vet finished, plead-
Ing yet fair-minded. As I read on
from page to page I could not re-

sist the recurring thought that such

intelligence, energy and determina-
tion if directed to educating the In-
dians n fundamental economics
might really have brought about a

‘new state of affairs in the British

Empire, '
&

Hindsighting the War

Under the ironically modest title
Tho Way Out of War, {(Macmillan
Co, 60c¢) Cesar Saerchinger, radio
commentator for the American His-
torical Association reveals that “the
conditions required for ... peace are
no secret to thinking wnen.” He sumsg
up the “basic reguirements” in the
term “the means to live” gnd in-
cludes in these: ‘food-producing
land, natural resources, and the right
1o trade on an equal basis with other
nations.”

To my mind even ‘“unthinking
men” understand these necessities
for peace. The problem before man-
kind is how to secure these prerequi-

sites on a world-wide basis.

Mr. Saerchinger’s proposals are of
the usual good-intentioned diplomat-

" ic mature (“If the League of Na-

tions has proved inadequate to its

task, the League can he reformed,”

ete., efc.) and need not be discussed
here. He suggesis no fundamental

" change in internal economic struc-

tures, forgetting that tranquillity
‘beging at home.

But he does repeat one dangerous-
1y erroneous myth—that Germany is
“over-populated” and ‘“half-barren.”
He refers to the Reich as an “over-
popuiated industrial country,” say-
ing elsewhere, that “she raised eco-
nomic self-sufficiency to the highest
degree possible in a ‘half-barren
land,” ) . )

In the July, 1939, Freeman Y pub-
ished an article pointing out the

“Laehangraum.” I showed that if Ger-
s “over-populated” Switzer-

EESY:

iand 15 almost Wirse times as badly

off, for the Reich has but 811 in-
habitants per arable square mile as
against 2,111 for the Cantonal Re-
public, Yet, the Swiss, without the
aid of colonies, enjoy a standard of
living as high as that of ary people
in the world, Thus, it is hardly
“over-population” that causes pover-
ty or war,

Dr. I. Bowman  in his highly au-
thoritative book, “The New World”
states, regarding Germany (before
the Austrian invasion), that ‘no
other country of Europe has . . . so
large an endowment of natural re-
sources.” Indeed, ihe figures speak
quite adequately for themselves,

Germany, far from heing “half-bar-

ren” is a land flowing with milk and
honey. But in Germany, ag every-
where elge in the world, a vicious
tradition of land monopoly obscures
this cornucopia from the view of
those not trained to look clogely at
economic factors.

Business Cycles

The secret of the business cycle has
challenged some of our best intellects
from Adam Smith fto Wasley Mitchell,
Thke modern attack on the problem has
been from a statistical approach. Inter-
est rates, bond prices, snd stockk prices
have figured Iargely in such studies, in-
asmuch as turning poinis in these series
usually occur before business itself turns
up or down., A study of twenty-five
bhusiness cycles, going back to 1831, has

. been made by Col. Leosnard P. Ayres,

Vice President of The Cieveland Trust
Company: His book, Torning Points in
Business Oyeles (The Macmillan Com-
rany, New York, $2.75), demonstrates in
4 series’ of charts that inisrest rates are
of prime significance, thon espouses the
author's favorite theory, that “capital is-
sues” are the causative factor. In his

- final analysis, the author embraces near-
"1y all of the usual theories, including

monetary factors, fhe flow of gold, and
international complicaticns. But he stress-
e3 more than any other the capital issues
theory, that changes in the volume of
new investment going into business en-
terprise cause business to turn up or
down at the bottoms or tops.

Col. Ayres would ks to ges more
“rigk™ capital put to work, assuming of
course that this capital would be used
in produection, leading to increased wages
and profits, He feels that this “risk”
capital is not working bacause of SEC
regulations, In reality, however, there
seems .- to be a more fuhdamental! reason
why idle capifal and labor do not get
to work, something whict: is not brought
out in his statistical snalysis, namely,
that they canno{ produce withoui land.
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If the price ‘of Iand ig speculalively high,
capital and Iabor cannot make a normal
return, from it,

Of particular interest to eorgists are
Col. Ayres” comments on the function of
speculation, = particularly land specula-
tion, in business cycles. He points out
that speculation always precedes a ma-
jor panic and that depressions are of long
duration if they follow exceptionally
great real estate speculation. The mort-
gage holders do not really want to own *
real esiate and the depression lagts un-
til the properties have passed to those
who do. This was said to be the situa-
tion in the depression that followed the
1929 boom.

Like s0 many other writers on the sub-
Ject, Col. Ayres does not quite convince
us that he has discovered the key to
business turning points. Perhaps if he
pursued further the path indicated by
his reflections on land speculation his
gsearch would be better rewarded.

—JULIA EARMON.
@

Aeccording to Ed Sullivan

In a story about Virginia City,
Nevada, columnist BEd Sullivan in
the New York Sunday News, tells
of a famous theatrical enterprise
that flourished in the prosperous
days of that mining town—Piper's:
Opera House, Piper brought many
celebrities to his stage, and the mi-
ners felt impelled to applavd—
merely because the orator, opers
singer or actor had been a “top™
name in. the East.

“Piper even had the erudite Henry
George on his bill,” writes Mr. Sul-
livan. “He didn't know much about
George, S0 he advertised him as ‘the
smartest man the world ever knew—-
tickets $5; seats near the har, $10.”
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New York Commencement a Big Success;

Diner’s Cheer Neilson Speach, Ross Playlet

NEW YORE—A heliday mood prevailed
at the New York HGESS Commencement
egremonies as 483 graduates, friends and
faculty member;, dined at the Cate Loyalg
on June 3 hwhhght‘; of the 92cagio;
were Francna Neilson’s 1llummatmg 1;3.—

« per on “Henry George ihe Scholar"
F'rank Chodorovs gtirring appesl to the
g ducaple vanguard” for intel
cational activity and the D D)
of “No Sunday for Frlday,'__' a farce. by
Laura and Edwin Ross that had the au-
dience rocking in their chairs while the
funh was on, and on thelr feet cheerm«r
at the close. William Quasha" instructor
at the New York School was master of
céremontes,

Five student speakers delivered short
talks on thelr impresgsions of Georgxsm
and the work of the School: Dr. Philip
Suesking, Assisfant Professor of Dental
Surgery at Columbia University School of
Dental and Oral Surgery; Joseph Sinnott,
former 1.8, army ayviator and an ex-of-
ficer in the Spanish-Loyalist army; Mrs.-
Gertrude Rubinstein, Miss Frances Oli-
vier; and Martm Cohen a recent high
school graduate as well as an HESSS
graduate, who was gelected to represhnt
his class, .

Mr. Neilgzon, fermer pubhsher of the
omgmal Freeman, the fa.mouh liberal pe-
rlodlcal from which the present Freema.n
gets its name, a member: ot pa.rhament
during the tast war (but now an Ameri-
can eitizen), author of “Man at the Crogs-
roads” and other books, and 2 Georgiagt

for many decades, delivered his learned
address to an intently interested audlence
Wthh gave him & prolonged stanudlng ova-~
tion.
“Fenry George, the #cholar,” ps.rt of
which appears elsewhere in this issue.

After sketching the humble beginnings
of the HGSE:S Mr Chodomv, director of
the School, remin
“k.nowmg how Was the secret of sxm—
eess, Oscar Gelger founder of the Henry
George Schiool of Social Scienece, saui Mr.
Chodorov, knew how to teach Heney
Gregrge. He bequeathed that lknowledge
to the School the speaker contimred, and
now it's up to us to expand ity effectwe—

ness.

Last on the program came the Ross
playiet, performed by a cast of 16 men
and women members of the New ¥ork
faculty and two 12-year old “chips ptf
the old block,” Shrewdly dramatic in
1ts presentatmn of the fpndamental 80-
cial problem, “No Sunday For Friday'
is nevertheless entertaining from the first
line to the last. The authors make skill-
ful use of numerous ‘‘double entendres.’”
They hold up the wegk spots of pur mis-
zuided social system to a seqm that is
Bxpressed in !augh—provokmd Jlbes. A
dozen timesy dumnv the performance the

actors had to imlu their lines. s as nob

to ‘“‘step on’? the prolonged laughter. My,
and Mrs. Hoss werg called out to take a
npmber of curlain calls. Mr, Ross ig
agsistant director of the HGSSS.

1§ 1IEI )
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New York Summer Term

NEW YORK—Summer session enroli-
ments at the New York G838 forged
far ahead of last year's figures. 'Fhe
courge in Funda.mental Economics open-
ing the Week of June 17 had 702 ‘students,
a litile more than twice as many as last
year.

A mew course in Logic, conducted by
Paul Peach, has 30 studénis. This course
is ‘open orﬂy to HGSSS instructors, and
students -who have completed the ad-
vanced.. coursés. - .

Two classes -in -the - Seience of Pohtical
Feonomy, with 47 students also got un-
der way. H

On July 1 the spgclal classes for recent °

hwh =ehool ‘graduates and gtudents will
Yegin sessmns At the present wrxtmg
184 boys ‘and girls are enrolled.

Fi llowslup Elects Offlcers

“OMAHA, FNeb,~~The Omahi Chapter of
the Henry George I*eliQW@hap announcas
eleciion of the t0110wmg officers: Presi-

|1ent . €. Chrigténsen; Vice Presxdent
(:e.orge A, Rasmusam, Speretary, W. L.
Presse;

Treagurer; W. }. Carpender.

“éourse at New York, will

“held heir Annual
al the s_lngle— ax eolony at Ardeén; Dela— .

Reqmred Readmg

UNIVERSITY, A!a‘nama.—Prof Browns
abrldgement of *Progress and Poverty
is bemg used as raguired readmg in ihe
course in adva.nced Lducat;gn given’ by
Prof. Paul E. Alyeg at the Uniyergity
uf Alabama Studnnts in the beginning
courses “have a]sn shs)wn' an. mterest i
H nry George..
a8 to. five "claus megtings dlscusmng
the‘ phﬂosop‘qy of, Goorge,” wmtes Prof
Alyea. .

New Extension Anneuniced

- BRIGHTON BHAGH, M. ¥.—The Geean-
side. News reporis that one of its edi-
tors, Irving Mitlz, who vecenily cdm-
pleted the HGSSS - teachery {raining
eondizct 4
éourse in Fundamental Eeonomics this
¥all for residents of  Brighton and Man-
hattan Beachés. A a

Grearglsts Hﬁld @utmg
PHILADELFH! —iHe T(Georgigts,” g

£roup of HESSS siundenty "aiid fxculty,

Ouling -on Juns 16th

ware.,

The sub]ect of the address was’

“#e plan to sp nd fmm i

: E‘{tenswn at Ne

ers Training Class, conduw 1 by Alexsl
- der Goldfinger, will begtn ite sesslons
Tuesday, July # ai the Ha Sl
TM.CA )
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Fellowship Dance Suecess

CHICAGO-~The alumni disuer ang
dance of the Henry George ¥ Lll*)W-,])l}?
held at the Allerton HuLd Baturday]
May 25,°not only gave a graud time L
125 guesis but netted a prﬂht of B75 14
promote alumni and HGSSS activities, |

The committee in charge was Miss Es;
ther Davis, chairman; Maurice ‘Wflty
Lawrence L. Walter, George Menningey
Claire Menninger, Myron Coldenberg]
Edith Siebenmann, Amy P, Lewis, Wilm
Dougherty, Dorgthy Borst, Ddriz Hrewse
Mrs. C. O. Watson, Mrs. Bruce C. Egay
and Paul Kantrowitz,

Flowers were donated by Joseph Foer
ster, Chicago Georgist-florist. An oy
tractive program contfained fouitcen page
of advertisements the revenue ifrom whicl
helped to make the affair a financial sud]
€e88, .

Schalkenbach Report

The latest report of the Presidend
‘Lawson Purdy, concerning the activitio
of the Schalkenbach Foundation i
closes that efforts are heing made, witl
heartening success, to huve the name o
Henry - George p}aced in  the IHall
Fame. About three Huhdzred ndividnll]
typed letters have been writien 1o thi
end and the general reactiom of the Boar
of Electors has been favorable.

Recent reprintings of Frotaciion or ¥Fro
Trade - and  Social Problems  were o
nouncad,

Hartford‘ Gmﬂua.ti&m

HARTFORD, - Conn—Thirty student
attendsd the gradustion exercisex of 1y
Hartford Extension of the Henry Geory
School, June 19, held at the Imrtmr
Y. M. C. A, o

.Toseph R, Manfripi, instrycter at in
New York HGS8S, spoke on “Why Fift
Columhists ~ Succeed,” showing that th
only -bharrier tg sugeessful treachery
edueation, .

A Busman’s Heliday

'MONT'REAL Chanada—JTohn  Andersd
fnvited - Frank - Chotlorov, dlvector of &
TGHSS, to spend two wes peginmin

Jyly .8 at. his lodge nowr ¥ The if
vitation was accepim on cendition
Montreal ‘teachers and pr tive leach

ers submlt 1o an ‘ntensive trafoing conrs
for ten consecutwe nighis.

Teachers Training Class

NEWARK#Ilapld growih of lhe g
vl has mapde neoes
A Toan

an increade in the loeal facully.
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St. Louis, Philadelphia Hold Graduations;

Summer Sessions Open in Chzcago, Detroit

- Phitadelphia

PHILADELPHIA—One hubdted - Georg-
ists attended the Philadelphia Extension
H(88S Annual Dinner held at Van Tas-
gel's restairant on Jibe §h. Burted N.
Jones, Présid&it of “The Guorgists,” act-
o ag Chairtdan;, 'The pridcipal spedk-
ers were Charles i, Iagersoil, famous

igollar Watch” mati and 6diter and pube-

lishér of thé - Gecrgist Hublication ‘‘De-
faoeFacy,” atd Arthur N Seiff, instrue-
tor 4t the Wew York HGSHS. - Thomas
Géorge, 4 Pliladelphia extension graduate
delivered ani jnspiring falk on the value
of the Furdaiiental Weonotics eourse to
hind afid his felow-students.

Julishn P. Hickok, Hxtefisiofi Secretary,
awnided ceriificates to 22 giadtates, and
announced plans for the Fall sésson.

Mids Grace Isabel Colbron, vetéran

- Georgist, way present and sppke biethy.

Defioit .

DETROIT--William J. Palniéf, HGSSS
extengiof director reporld ESulnmer &6
tivities as follows:

At ths Michigan Behéol of Religioh, a
claws stteitded by 25 Negro préachers un-
der the léadership 6f Rév, H. 3. Bronson;

At the Cass Community Church, 4 class

attended by 25 boyd ranging in age from
14 to 16 and led by Rev. William Perking;

Algo at the Cass Chuieh a eélass of 25
Bays fromi 18 to 20 years of age uhder the
suriie adership.

In addifistr to the abovs Mr. Palther
will condiiet two. lectfs clugsbs At the
Royal Ozk High School summér Session
atid fout lecturd clasges at the Nofih-
sasterrt Delroit High School stiminsd seg-
sion,

Ohlcagﬂ

CHICAGO—Over seven thousand ah-
nounceniefits of ihé summer terin of the
HGSSS have been digtributed throughout
fhe doelil scieficd elagsss of the Chicago
publi¢ high Schools. The sumiér classes
will feet twice 2 week (Monday and
Thitrddayy for five weeks, bégitiiing July
B, as follows:

DOWNTOWN—~6006 Garrick Bldg., 64 W.
Ranidolph &t., 7:30 ..

LTNCOIN—BFLMONT YMEA, 3333 N,
Mardhiield Ave., 7:30¢ pin.

AUSTIN PUBLIC LIBRARY, 5609 W.
Hace Ave., 700 p.i,

HYDE PAREK YMCA, 1400 E. 53rd St.,
7:30 p.m.

BRAINEHD COMMUNITY CHURCH,
§8th & Throop Sts., 7:80 pan.

8t. Louis

aF., LOUIS—PFifty-five students were
presented with HGSSS graduation cer-
titicates ol ogercises held on June i0th
at the Hatel Melbourné, The St. Louis
Exfersioh econducted .six classes last
spring, resultmg iy this roster of grad-
uates, Thé instructors weré William
Howard {2 . clagsesy, HElizabeth Angell,
Charles  Ryan, Wveretie Huegerich and
W. B. Chinal, '

Edward IVaArey, promitient St Louly
aftornéy, spoke to the graduates and
gussts on  “Thé Georgist Way—The
Arferiean Way.,” N. D. Alpeér; extension
déeretary, presided as chairmar. -

A dass in Protedtion or Frée Trade
will be condilcted duridg thé Swinmer, 22
studerits having régistered for the course
&t the titne 6f the gradiiation.

Speakers Buteau Report
Midd Dorothy Barh, - Ssbrétary of Spedk-
Bra. Burcau ‘reports these bookingy:
. Mny p-RMgrild Van Vaen at’ Morhing
Dew Baptist Clitirély, Brooklyn, on “HGW
to Abcrhsh Poverty. b
" Fiine |, 12--Ghrade . Isuf)el Colbron at
Fnendshlp Houssd,” 016 Park A.ve N 5
91‘1 “'I‘he Amemcan Scene L

Builders Are Told
: NEW YORK_The Dow “Serviee s a
“weekly building material-pries -stipples
muint,”” published for the benefit of build-
ers and ‘building. supply ‘houses. . Its.is-
fus of Ma}r 93 reprmts 4 Tetter by irvirig
Kash, Presideit’ of' thié: Btiilding Cheii-
gals Corporation, in which the wiltér er:
phasizés the mionioboly character of land,
ahid the differencé between it and fhe
vther factofs of production. Mr, Kass, &

gorrespondence , ¢olirseé  gradidte, | tells
about the School, and gives the addiégs,

Quasha Speaks

BROOKLYN, N, Yo—<Willism H. Qua-
sha, instructor at the New Vork HEBSS,
delivéred. ab -addtess on “'Eeonotiic Con=
sequences of the Present World War”
to the Men's. Club- ot the Wells Memorial
Church, ;. Flatbush; Bi'@okiyn on - June 11.
This was Mi,-Quasha’s second appear-
anece - here, : living previeusly spoken to
the samie audience: on the Housing Proh-
tem: As:ia Fepuli of these two falks the
entire. Men's - €lub ;s considering taking
g course’ at. the School ‘thiz fall.

What’s' Amazing?

- PESTUR, © Mb.—The Jefferdon Coutity
Leader recently carriéd 4 story entitled
“drn Ammazing Sehool.”

" This “Atiazing dchool” tuihg out to
Ye fheé IHGSSE, which id the subject of
afl extefisive and informdative story giv-
frig the work of the déhobl, its method
of operation, and also mentionikg N. D.
Alper, the Exténsion Seerétary in Mis-

(gouri.
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Indefatizable H. W. Norem, of Pitts-
burgh, carries the message of ¥enry
Gecrge 1o bank predidents, Congréesdnien,
professors, Suptenite Cotrt jugticed. Any-
ofte who 18 somébody and whe bréaks ihe
to print witk a soeig-econoniié opinion
gety a4 letteb—and a gobd ofié too.

% & &

Ot Sunday, May %6th & séven pound
baby girl arrived at the home of Mr. &
Mrs, Naothai HiMmin, Mr, Hiltman is
gsecretary of the Hartford, Coni., HGSS3
extension. There's an outgidé chance
that the new arrival will be naitied Yen-
rietfa Gléorgette, just to give her a vested
fittersgt in the mdgverhent.

* ¥ ¥

Arnna Ebzgbeth Cuallinagn, Vermont's
pulehritudinous gift to the Georgist move-
ment, visited.her Alma Mater (FIGSSS)y
over the Decoration Day week-and. Miss
Callinan plans fo start a elass. in Bur-
lington this fall. :

x  # 3

The name of Julia ¥Harmeén was inad-
vertently omiited from the list of Free-
man Workshop mermbers given in this
depariment last menth,

E] 3 #

T Cavey Cobburm,; HGHESS extension
secretary at LOng Beach, California, goes .
the distiifetivn of having traveled farthest
from Honie to aitend thie New York Com-
mencement on Fuhne 3rd.

: * ¥ #

Mrs: Fawii Rosg; Sr., mothér of BEdwin
Ross, Assistant Diector of the HGSSS,
was another participant at the Comirnieiice~
ment who cafié frofit out of town., . Mrs.
Ross, who liveg in Ardes, Délaware, has
been 4 follower of Geﬁrg‘e for over 50
years,

* * 5

Gregter lové hatli 1o mafi—dr woman.,
Mrs. Richard - W. Brennish, New York
graduate, and an employes of the New
Yorker magadine, speht her recent two
Wésks' vVacafion tdkitig a busingn’s holi-
day ag & voliinieer workér in the FIGSSS -
office, i
: E I S

‘Does it pay te culiivaté theé margin?
Ask -Beénjainin - Robeitd. Hé has besn
busy catalogig ‘“‘méirginzl" volutiies int tha
HGHSS library anmd turning thém into
cagh, With the proceeds réalized from.
this salvaging effort the School intends
to purchase books on economics in order
to enrich the reference library.

@
Public Ledger Takes Notice

The guotdtion frotn Hénry CGeofge cdbs
ried on thé frofit page of the Jutie Froe-
marn Wwas printed in big type just under-
neath the inasthdad of the Jursg 8 issue
of the Philadelphia Public Ledger,
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ENGAGED TO BE MARRIED.

By EDWIN and LATURA ROSS

Being a scene from the play “No Sunday For Friday,” pre-
sented for the first time at the recent commencement ‘exercises of
the Henry George School of Social Science.

Scene: A doctor’s offme. The Doctor
enters, speaking as he does so.

Doctor:

Nurse:

Dactor:

Sam:

Sam:

Doctor:

Nurge:

Doctor:

© Nurse:

‘Doctor:

Bam:

- Doctor:
Ilin D,? How many doctors are

“Bam:

Doctor:
"ment?

Sam:

Doctor:

Sam.:

Dboctor:

Sam:

Doctor:

Bring the patient in, Nurse. (A
nurge wheels in Uncle Sam. He
doesn’'t look so good. Besides
having an enormous bandage con
one foot, his clothes -are rather
ragged.) .

Right this way, Uncle.

Hullo, Sam, Mind if we look you
over? i .

Look away, son. I've had so
many doctors working on me in
the past few decades I guess one

T more isn't going to hurt much.
Daoctor:

I hope we aren’t going to hurt
at gll, Bame. IT'm a d:agnostlclan
not a surgeon,

Well, ¥ guess yow'll be a change
from Dr. Franklin D. anyway
He’s & chiropractor,

Let me feel your trade, Sam.
(Sam extends his wrist.)

Ato doctor) How ig it?

(Sotto voce) It's so darn slow I
don’t see what’s keeping him
alive, (He ingerts large- ther-
mometer,)

Look alt that mereury rise! I,.ook
out, it’s going to break!
(Snatches thermometer out) Man,
look at that -tariff! No wonder
his trade is 80 slow.
(Comaplacently) I got Doc Cordell
workin’ on that tariff now. He's
bringing it down szome.

Dr. Cordell, eh? and Dr. Frank.

tinkering with you?

Why, I got about a thousand of
‘em, Bach one has his own treat-
ment, T must say, Dr. Frank,
has the nicest bedside manner,
And what's Dr, Frank's treat-

Aw, you know Frank, He's just
a sucker for all the patent medi-
cines on the market. He'll try
darn near anything once. Youwd
think his medicine ought to work
at that. TI{ sure costs a darn
sight more than any of the others.
‘What kind of medicines?

By gosh, wou ought to know.
You're the fellow that pays for
them,

You don't mean taxes?

Yep, thai’s right.

And how have you been respond-
ing to’ Dr.  Franklin’s treatment?

" It's mighty bitter tastin’. Bed-

side manner or no bedside man-
nar, 1 couldi’t soe any sense to
1¢illin s all those hiogs, and plough-
ing Imdar ali that cot._oii when,

all the tima I'm one third starv-
ing and maked! And when he
tried to pay for "em by giving
me another dose of taxes, I just
up and recessed ofb him!

Doctor: 8am, I'm surprised at you. I
should have thought once bitten
twice shy as far ag taxes went.

Sam: ~ Should have thought so mysslf,
If I recollect rightly I divorced
‘my old ‘woman {or that very rea-
som.,

Doctor: You mean Engiand?

Sam:. Yes sir! She was a nice built
girl, but she sure did tax me. I
had the backache trying to keep
up with her. I remember old
Doéc ~ Washington and some of
those earlier ones had a theory
that I'd keep in pretéy good
health if I*2 just keep away from
those temptin’ European wenches.
Maybe they were right. I ree-
cllect that back in 1917, I forgot
their advice and went on a spree
"with a few of those blonde hus-
sles. It was supposed to be a
Duich treai, but those sirens
haven’t paid me their share yet.

Doctor: Well, Sam, your chart shows that
you - weren’t guite in your right
mind when - you went out with
those girls, Doc Washington may
have been right when he sgald
that you ought to keep away from
them. But we want to find out
what it is that makes you have
that crazy urge to go on sprees
with them, C

Sam: I guess my girl friend would like
to know that, too.

Doctor: Who's your girl friend?

Sam: Why, Libby.

Doctor: Libby?

Sam: Sure, Libeériy. I call her Lib for
short. -

Doctor: Liberty? Why she’s dead! They've

got a big monument to her right .

in New Yori Harbor..

Sam:!: She's not dead. I've been en-
gaged to her over 150 years, If
I cowld get over this illness:eof
ming, I'd marry her. But just
now, I don't seem to have the
constitution for it. Maybe I need
a couple of new amendments,

Doctor: Well, we'll so2, What's the bhig

“bandage for?
Sam: Doc Perkins put that there, I've

got terrible ialbor pains. Some - -

of the Doc¢s say ity a sort of a
gout caused by over-consumption.
Docter: At any rate, ypu have a surplus
of labor.
Sam: Dossit’t seem to be any doubi of
that,

- Eroin Socia.; Probi

Doctor: (Lowers .his- voice}) And how's
your—natural resources?
Sam: Oh; first rate.. . Seem t0 have more
than I can u'se TR
Doctor: Well, now, Tet's check . up. Tour
trade is slow.. Your “tariff  ig
high, you're. swa.llowmg‘ a kot of
taxes; you have a large- supply af
idle labor, and. you “have a lot
~of idle natural TESOUrCEs. - Sam,
_c'to ¥ou. know what your troubie
is? It isn’t a very nice: disoase,
It's not mentiomed in: the best
nations: 1In fact, it’s—(¥e whis-
pers in Sam’s ear)
Sam: Landlorditis! What's that?
Dactor: It's a gort of parasitical animal
liké a tape-wormr.  IE sbsorbs
most of your wealth so ihaf one
» thlrd of you iz starving and
) - maked, -
Sam: Landlorditis? Is that right? How
do you spell it?
Doctor: Lea-n-d, land, l-o-r-d lord. gt
eat, U. 8. us., (He wheels Sam
out rapidly, the nurse foliowing.)

@
Complete Script Available

Copiies of the complate seript of “INo

_Sunday For Friday” are avaliabie at 1

eacl. Bend order and remittance to the

Henry George School of Social Scicnce,

30 East 20th Street; New York.
Permission to stage the plaviet wiih-

.out payment of royalty wili be granied

to extension branches of the School upon
trequest,

Hollywood Contaet.
NEW YORK-—-The HGSSS has figally

. made contact with Holiywood via one of
- filmdom’s -fairest, Women’
" New York, on June 17 carried a phoio-

Wear Daily,

n, HGSSS trus-
with nons
The oo

graph showing Ezra Cohs
tee, Iockéd. in a hands
othéer than .Tallulahk' Bank

- easion? Oh yes, Mr. Cohen, in hiz capas-

ity a§" pregident of The Natisnsl Asso-
ciation of Jouse Dress Mmu; rurers,
Inc., turned over a $1,45) check to ihe
French and British Rekiei ¥Fund for pur-
chase of an ambulanee, #iss Bankibesd
represented the Fund.

George En American Lilerature
NEW YORE~—Tn “A ol Book of
American Literature’” (American Book
Company), an excellent collection of rap-
resentative writings, ‘#Henry George 15 in-
clirded with The Problem from
and Poverty,” and rh;mtex« 1% and \L
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Julian P, Hickok, Philadelphia extens
sion secrefary of the HGESS, was bern
in Poughkeepsie, N. Y., Séptembeér 25
1887,

A graduate of Gornell University. (ME ¥
1911), the first shock to Mr. Higko
traditmnal faith, éame fPoin hea}'mg an
exposition of free tradg by a Cornell pro+

fosyor ‘of gpomomics, His ediication in
economies, However, reslly began when

he heard g stpeet carner Georglst speaker'

at 135th Streel and Loxlngt(m A,venue
New York Clty Siich a dangerous doc-
trine, said Mr. Hickok to himseif, must
have a catch In it But aftei two yedis
of turning the principles gver in his miad,
he had to admlt that there wug no caich.
A problem. presented by a rea;ie;' of the
Kew York Globe led Mr., Hickok to write
a letter to that paper advocating the
Henry George program. Upon receint of
g1 inguiry for further information, he
?Jegan reading “Progress and Poverty”—
and he has been reading and re-reading
the hook ever since.

In 1920 Mr. Hickok joineéd {he Smgle
Tax Party (later the Commonwezalth Land
Part'y) of Pennsylvama In 1526 he wag
nommee for govérnar on the party’s
ticket. From 1326 to 1928 he was assor
ciate gditor and then editor of “Thg
Cﬁmmonwealth “ putlished -at Ardmore,
Pa.

With such a background of effori on
behalf of the principies of Hemry George,
it was natuml to expect Mr. EIickok o
be gue of the Tipgt smmortms of the
HO3SS, He star.:ted the Phi adelp]:ua, ex-
tension Fehruary 5, 1035, ‘He. tatghit the
first ten clagses along, and 14 out of the
first 15 clagses. Today he mmclucts most-
ty advanced classes.

Piticd 1977 Mr. Hickok hasg béén a teach-
et of mechanical Qrawmg ang 1ately also
of mqthg;patlgs, in a Phlladelphm, bubhc
Ligh school: As g studénl e was activd
in " spgrtg—foothall anpd track in high
sch001 oross country ‘at Cornell. Sinee
beginmng his feaching carcer he haa
eoached hlgh gchool erogd country. Hg
has been ‘Nafure Muséu . Director in Pal-
isades Interstats park for over seven
yeard,

Mr. Hickok mamed Ma,rgarat Moore,
September 25, 194, ‘Thiéy have one child;
Chester .Iuhap, and ong grandchild,

€all From the North

-In 8 lohg pattle te save the lands and
resources of Alaska from bemg MOnoPG
lized and held out of use as in the rest
of the world, a ¥young Geprgist, ' Jim
Busey, hag started at Seward, Alasks,
a~magazine dtevoted bothi - to- the” philosos
phy of Henry George and to a free Al-
aska.

- To- assure. absoluté jndependencd of hig .

views; he has. attempted 1o t‘mance the
magazine without adver'tismg, by sub-
seriptiong slome. But’as there are very
faw Single “Taxers in Alaska this has so
far meant that he has had ta finance

*“Frontier? qut pf hla own modest sal-—
ary as a school teacher. -

. Though I live gerogs Alaska, many
hundreéds of pilles awsy from Sewsrd, at
Fairhanks, I have Wthhed ‘hig struggle
ynth terest and admiration. " 1 have
subscrlbed for wiy:own friends, but one
person can do very little and:therg ars
80 few up, here yet whg rea,lgze the great
need of thls thagdzine, Thereiore un-
¥nown to My, Busey, I am sending this
Jetter. to .The Freemsn in. the hope - that
SMOonE’ its reéadlers theve will - be- 4 hum-
ber sufficienthi intergated in hoth Georg»
s and .in Alaska to subsenbe fo "an-
Her.# Prblished at Sewdr Alaska,
vearly subscription iz $1.00,° ]

A friend pof mme in Fa:rbanks was
converted to Georgxsm by .one of Mr.
Bu'spy 8 ed;i‘m'la}s Thiz made me reah;e
what he could accomphsh up hére.
Georgisp; is ag well as
elgewhersa, is bemg
taken up and monepohzed Good tarm-
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n’ !a.nd within any reasonable distance
of @ fown can ne Toriger be hﬂmesteaéed
and almosi all mining areag haye been
seized by professional cla.lm stakers and
held for speculatign, - B, Stoy Reed,
Fairbahks, Alaska,

e
A Gratefnl Graduate

Kindly allow me to exiend my thanks
tor the privilege of studyiz;g the Henry
George Correspondentg Lqurse in Funda-
mental * anoraics md. ocul Philogophy.

Proba,my the course has meaﬁt mors
to me thard to {he average student. Mat
only hdve ¥ gamed a valuable working
knowledge of Steldl BEednamics, but this
study has beenm the fneans of diverting a
secially warped mind toward construec-
tive thinking.

Being ap mmati, of a penal ingtitution,
it can be ¢orr e,ctly assumed that monoio-
ny is the domlna,tm<' factor. An un-
changeable da,xly routing is not eonducive
te (,tterme t-"neu}:er vagfo hor “daily
mwspapers aye permltted We do have
a voluminges library, which Ineludes
many ' s and some of the
new. I Iy Geo_ 2’3 works are lsted.
. . The general tresid of the véader
{here) is toward hghter fiction, hoping
tor entertammeut ag a time eliminaior,
in liey of educatjonal eplighienment,

1 ha e 1e=u ned, thouffh fitat it requires
bk llttlﬂ urgxug fa kmdle a flame in the
minds  of Hwﬂe ment...uy qualified, to
emerge from a dett,rmmtea condition to
oné of creatwe betﬁerment The Hemry
George Corregpondence ourse has 4 pow-
eriul influence towgrd {uitural alid’ prac-
tical elevation,

Althougi T mpleted the gdurse,
“Progress and Toverty’” will remain a

Dart of my daily reading. Of course I
vrould llke ta Eurther my knowledge by
studying the sdvanced subjgctd tabght at
the Scheor but at the prégent that pleas-
wré cannot be coptemplated, as ¢ stilf have
three wears -io rémain here: . s .

Under sepsrate cover ¥ ap yequesting
the_'autzp' es 0 seng ons dﬁudf for a

In botdly prﬂclalm“g as wg do here
now: "Ls,na Kent Far Ravens: In fiaa of
Taxzation” the, public ming. ig being most
exﬁenswely roused- a5 o the valug and
importance. of our teaching. Our popu-
laxi ] f @13& m& opposi-
tion ig most active in, f:ght:n~ ud, realiz-
it 1;; ncsw ug a{mamst .

isg, V;c[:m ia, Austrahfs
Praises ‘Eﬁivﬂiwmtioii’—!i Article

Your articte, “Clvilization or Caveman
Economy,” in the May i#sue was very
good.. I would have liked to hear yom
broadeast it before the Kiwaniz in New
York - Qity. It is & - gﬂod Gaurgisl jege
son,~-Robiert Blaeklock, Tevington, M. J.
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trings, Belongs in- the iibrary of every
(aorgist.
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By Max JHirsch ‘

By Francls Neilson

THE FREEMAN is your publication.

It ig edited to help you see how the social and economic doc- -
trines of Henry (}eorge can be applied in a pracuca.l way to eur-
rent problems, _

Its purpose is to enrich your understanding of the Georgist phi-

logophy of freedom. Tt seeks to supply vou with an array of facis
which prove George's logic by examples everyone will undez‘ptdnd
The purpose of The Freeman is folfilled if:
1—it gives you & more comprehensive and a clearver un-
derstanding of George;
2-—it furnishes you with simplified arguments for presen-
tation to non-Georgists. '
In your opinion is The Freeman fulfilling this purpose‘?
The editorial staff makes every effort to anticipate your re-
quirements. Are they succeeding in this effort?
The only way they can find out is by receiving your comments.
What do you like about ’I’he Freeman? What dor’t you like

about if?
You can help your editors help you by ertmg frankly., Don’t

pull punches. That would only confuse the vesults of this sur-
vey. If you 'Want to praise, praise. If you have fault to find—
say so.

Do you or don't you like the E‘d1tor1als'? The Articles? The
Book Reviews? The News Items? Be specific. Mention the exact ;
tities that appealed to yon—or otherwise.

Your suggestions are welcome. The Freeman is your paper.
You can heip make it serve you beater by writing promptiy and

The FREEMAN

30 KASY 20th STRELT NEW YORK, M. Y.
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