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A gentine Jubiles In Austrslia in 1951 would en- 7 Cowten Y odegn 8 2
sule the reslization of two  freedoms about which SEEG Vﬁﬁ‘iﬁ_@ ‘ﬁa’i’iﬂg

many professing lovers of irsedoim are strangely silent,

viz,, freedom of access to natural resources, or freedom -
o produce, and {reedom to exchange one's products as .

frecdoms  entail collection of
ground rant for community purposes by the commun-
ity anid olimination of taxation on labour and its pro-
ducts, Thus the principles of the Jubilee of Qld Testa-
ment times can be embodied i a form appropriate to
our hlmes.

[Mote: For furiher information on the land gues-
Hon and related matiers in the Bible, readers are ad-
vised 1o buy Frederick Verinders My  Nelghbour's
Loandmark,” obtainakls at the League Rooms for 1/-]

TARIFFS.

In o1l lands the interess of the great majority is in
free trade, and unless and until this interest is satis-
fied there will be strife and wars without end. The
Allantic Charter implies as mueh, when it urges for
all nations “access on equal terms to the trade and
raw materials of the world” and calls for “the fullest
collaboration of all nations in the economic feld.” —
The Co-operative Builder.

I believe myself tirwat protective tarifis whersver
they have been introduced have done harm. I helieve
they have warped and resivicied the growih of the in-
dustries of the nations which have adopted them. I
Believe that they have besn unfairly injurious to the
pocrer classes. I believe that these tariffs tend to the
corruption of publie life and of public men: that they
make every Ltowl and every part of the couniry send
a member (o the Legislature not to consider the gen-
erous and broad nferests of the whole country, hut to
vzl the particulsy ling of goods and of manufacture
in the place from which he comes—Winston Churchill,
in “The People’s Rights”

ILLINOIS.

The southern part of this State has preduced mil-
lions of tois of coal and barrels of oil, yet the relief roll
pereontages al times have - been the highest in the
United States. At one stage 38 per cent of the people
of Williamsen County were on direct relief and another
25 per cent dependent on various social agencies. As
usual, Iand speculation and inequitable land distribu-
tion werg present.— Hanry Georpe News, Augusi, 1950,

JALL TO ACTION.

“The standard that I have iried %o raise tonight
may be torn by prejudice and blackened by calumuny;
it may now move forward, and again he pushed back.
But once loosed, it can never again be furled! to beat
down and cover up the truth that I have tried to make
clear to you, selfishness will call on ignorance. Buf it
has in it the germinative force of truth, and the times
arg ripe for it TF the {lint oppose it, the flint must split
and crumble! Paul planteth, and Appolio watereth, bhut
God giveth the increase. The ground is ploughed: the
seed is set; the good tree will grow. ' '

“So Little now, only the eye of faith can see it So
liitle now: so tender and so wesk. Bul sometime, the
hirds of heaven shall sing In s branches; sometime,
the w
Geor
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S Until 1877 every munigipal gouncil in Australic
used the Nett Annua! Value sysiem of rabing. Hines
that year the great majority of councils have changed
over to the site-value aystem (officially called unim-
proved capital value).

Over the whole of Australia there are actually now
631 councils which use the site-value system compared
with only 361 siil using neti annual value. The coun-
cils using the site-value system actually embrace more

than 90 per cent of the tobal munjcipalised arvea of
Australia. Only one council in Australla bas sver re-

veried to the old sysiem after experiencing site-vaine
rating. :

In Vietoria the following Melbouvrne suburbs are
using the site-value rating system: Brunswick, Com-
berwell, Box Hill, Chelsea, Coburg, Caulficid, Kew,
Moorabbin, QCakleigh, Preston, Mordiallee, Sandring-
ham, Essendon. These are the suburbs which have
shown the greatest development over many years, Site-
value rating has made it easier for more gitizens io
beeome - home-owners becauss the higher rates upon

‘vacant land discourage continued holding by specu-

laters. ‘

Other Victorian councils using site-value rating
are; City of Mewtown and Chilweli, City of Hamilion,
Town of Portland, Borgouzh of Behuea, Shives of
Frankston and Hastings., Dandenong. Rosedale, Yea.

Studies in these councils have shown thst aboul
three-quarters of the houses carry lower rates under
site~value rating than they would under annual value
rating. Although rates are increasing in all councils
under whatover system they operals the increase on
house-helders in site-vaiue rating aress is only grad-
ual whereas in those rating nett annual value it is
sudden and drastic. (Heidelberg and Ringwood Rate-
payers will have Iound this last year to their cost.)

Primary producers are benefifed under site-valus
rating. A study of orchard and pouitry farm properties
in the Greeusborough Ward showed that 74 per cent
of the resident orchardists and 83 per cent of the
pouliry farmers would gain reduced rates under site-
value rating.

Site-value raling is equitable in prineipie because
1t charges rates in proportion to the value of the ser-
vice rendered by the municipality as measured by the
land value. Nelt annual value charges rates according
to the value of the citizen’s own efforts.

_ PARASITES,
\\

It is obvious that the Protectionist, instead of creating
@ vew. industry, has simply taken one industry and set it
a8 a parasite to live on anothér. A protected industry
is not a preducing industry,
If a factory is, as the Protectionist allcges, a trizunph
for the tariffi—then it is nmot producing; it is consuming --
Professor Sumner, in Protectionism.

(Editor’s Note: The essential evil of Protectionism

is that the tariff tax levied on imported goods results in -

increased prices. Purchasing power is diminished, 1o,
tariff legislation compels people to take less commodities
for a given amount of money. This results essentinily
in a reduction of wages.) '

It is a consuming industry.
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SCRIME AND PUNISHMENT.
Beity Waiden.~

With regard to crime in the general sense, the pre- ‘

sent government’s attitude is rather paradomcal On
the one hand they are trying to reduce crime by mak-
ing & more humane approach to the problem of pun-
ishment; on the other hand they institute a controiled
economy which, with its many restrictions, must in-
evitably inerease the indictable offences, since gov-
ernment departments have almost unlimited power to
issue reguations, and government orders must, to bhe
effzctive, carry a penally if disobeyed. In fact, in thege
“do as you're told” days we can never be sure that we
are not committing a crime of some sort, and with all
hopes of free trade rapidly receding in the face of bulk
buying and bi-lateral frading, customs and currency
offences will naturally not disappear but are likely to
increase.

Much pubiic indignation has been aroused by the
increasing nmumber of cases of parents neglecting their
children, but surely to punish people for not maintain-
ing conditions which are quite impossible for them
cconomically is irresponsible. . Lack of housing ac-
commodation is 2 primary cause of bad Living condi-
tions, snd the tribunals which are sed up to brevent
exploitation are merely aggravating the position, as
rents have risen through the housing shortage, under
the natural laws of supply and demand:

The reconstruction of large houses into ftats is
frastrated by the Development Charge, which would
ke impesad on the owner for a change of use from a
private dwelling. 30 here again, we have the govern-
meni on the one hand foreibly restricting rents, while
on the other preventing a natural tendency for rents
to fall 23 more accommodation becomes available, —
From an address reported in “Land and Liberty,” Juhe-
July, i950.

| THE CHURCH FATHERS AND LAND.

The early church fathers were enlightened on the
iand question, even i unfortunately, their suceessors
are not.

§t Cyprian: No man shall come into our commune
who sayeth that the land may be sold. God’s footstool
is not property.

St. Chrysostom: God gave the same earth to be
cultivated by all. Since, therefore, His bounty is com-
meon, how comes it that you have so many fields and

. your neighbour not even a clod of earth?

St. Ambrose: "I‘he soil was given to the rich and
poor in common. The pagans hoid earth as property.
They do blaspheme God.

8t. Gregory: They wrongfully think they are in-
nocent who claim for themseives the common gift of
God.

The Inadequate recognition by church leaders of
today as regards the land guesiion is to be regretted,
especially in view of the fact that the Old Testament
is such a source of enlightment on the guestion.
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Site Value Rating Polls

MA;I OR VICTORIES

Site-value raling secuved three major victories in
the poils held in conjunction with the municipal eles
tions in Victoria on Saturday, 25th August. Thnv
were polls taken in the City of Heidelberg and Bov-
ough of Ringwood respectively upon proposals 1o
change to site-value rating from annuza! value rating,
A poll was also taken in the City of Xew upon a 2o
posal to revert to nett annual value rating. Two fur-
ther places in which polis had been demanded and
should have been held at this time were uaable ¢ tal
them due Lo inability on the part of the council
complete their valuations in time. These two pl
were the Shire of Woorayl and the Shite of Ph
Island. In the former case the valuer fed il during
the course of his valuation and was unable o complee
it, In the latter the valuer did not give nis fizures
to the council in time to permit the comphance wiih
the act which reguires comparative rate statemeants
to be sent out at least three weeks prior to the poil
In consequence the poll was postponed to a ddte to be
fixed. The resulis of thﬂ various polls are set out
below,

2
3
3
3
7

1)
a

Favor Against
Site- Site-
Value Value
Heidelbery City .
Fairfield Ward .. .. .. .. .. 1,382
Ivanhoe Ward .. .. .. .. ..  T205
Heidelkerg Ward e 4,131
Greenshorough Ward .. .. .. 293
Totals 14,211
Ringweod Borough R 1,905
Kew City .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 6,027

These results are most gratifying both in the fact
that all three polis were successful and in that the
margin in each case was so decisive.

The two new additions o the areas rating site-
value mean that that system has become the majority
gne in Greater Melbourne.
the Borough of Ringwood com; nrised in Greater Mel-
bourne. The two additions
t0 only 15 rating annunai v
mainly the inner industrial ones with their exiensive
pblighted areas. The 31 uniis mentioned compriss2
a total of 160,000 asres of which 104400 acres ars
rating uwnder site-value. This is almost two-thirds of
the total. :

These last are now

In view of these facis it is evident that in lhe
Greater Melbourne Bill about to be brought down
by the government there should be provision for
ing upon unimproved value 1o be applied to the -
area. With such a single auvhority a3 pronosed one or
the other ;,ystem would oo i i

but shouid annual value he
the move would be maost rei:
public interast.

There are 30 ¢ities and .

3 16 rating site-value
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5 HEIDELBERG
’ This is undoubtedly the greatest single victery
Tor site-value rating in this statel The area of this
municipality is 27,200 acres
that of Moorabbin, the next largest. 'This area wiil
now provide an outlet for {hose seeking homes in
Melbourne. It was hitherto lorgely in the hands of
larze land .speculators who will now he induced to
make land available more cheaply 0 genuine home
seekers.

_ This victory is a tribute to sthe sustained effort
ol the numerically smali but most enthusiastic mem-
bers of the Heidelberg Ratepayers Defence League who
have fought this campaign steadily since the defeat
of the poll four years ago. The proposal was then
deciared lost by 17 votes in 12,235, The decision was
snged in the courts pecause of irregularities in
2011- many people only receiving a single ballot
paner although entitled to multiple votes.

Arising oul of this and the challs.ez:lsWE Hew poll
the campaign of the General Council for Rating Re-
form secured.dn amendment t0 the Local Government
Act permitting thése sesking the polls to have seruti-
neersg in the booths. . This provision was fully availed
of in Heidelberg this year but the poll was condueted
in an exemplary manner.

The enarmous margin in favour of site-value
rating is a fAttng fribute to those who have worked
for this result. It is all the more striking when it is
remembered that muitinle vobing works rather  $o
inflate the apparent opposition to site-value raling.

BRINGWOOD

Here again the result is a most encouraging cul-
tion of 18 months campaign waged by the capable
iforts of a few people who have done grand educa-
tional work over the pericd. The local press have
welcomed material upon the issue and so helped the
result, but it is the persistance and drive of those who
have made use of these opportunities to which the
result is primarily due. Ringwood has 5,546 acres and

mors than half of the holdings are vacant. It has
shown great development recently and this will now
Lo accelerated.

KEW

This was a crucial poll. Had it been lost following
upon the very narrow defeat in Northcote last year
the reactionaries everywhere would have faken heart
and driven for reversion attempts. It would also have
weakensd the case for mandatory site-value rating in

: ronogsed Greater Melbourne Council. The possibi-
»f reversion were perhaps more propiticus in
wuse this city had many properties of very large
carrying multiple votes and the proportion of
sperties benefiting In Iower rates under site-

value rating (6495) is lower than any other city
studiad. Check of the rolis showed that if everyhody
vored asoor %o which system gave lowest rates

p=)
owing to multinle voting the margin in favor of site-
value rating would not execzed a hundred.” The fine
margin of 679 is, thervefors, most gratifying and com-
pa with the margin of 295 at the ~adoption poll
i agn. Consr: atulations to those who worked
or titis result.

PROGRESS

which is more than twice
- elected by a most substantial. majority. We
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COUNCIL ELECTIONS

Amonc the municipal elections themselves are
several of deep interest to site-value rating supporters
At -the Malvern elections Mr. Ian F. Mel:

deed glad to see a sirong site-value rating
on this Council, Mr. McLaren was member of |
vern rating reform commitiee fwo years ago.

In Ringwood, two ecandidates openly and actively

" canvassed site-value rating., They were Messrs, Vie,

Geisler and C. Horman., Mr. Geisler did not. succesd
in replacing the sitting councillor, but Mr. Horman
was elected to replace Cr. McCaskill,

In Moorabbin, Cr. D. B, Blackshaw paid the nen-
alty of his past opposition to site-value rating and was
defeated by Mr. Avers, who made a point of appeal-
ing to electors on this attitude. Cr. Blackshaw was
one of those most strongly cpposed to site-value rating
five years ago. This removes the last of the original
opponents, Cr. Barnett not standing for re-election.

DICTATOR DEMOCRAT

This short story, in bright dialogue, tells how
equaliity of opportunity brings freedom. It is available
from this coffice at sixXpence per copy.

There are however, two misprints. .

Freedom versus Coercian paragraph on -page 73,
9th line, the word “not” iz omitted and-the sentence
should read “can nct be eradicated.”

On next page 74 and the 12th line from the boi-
tom, the word “not” is again omitted. The seniecnce
should read “people’s disposgitions are not changed’

BUNEUM ON SLUMDOM

Ag our last page repeatedly shows the slum areas
in northern portion of the City of Melbourns seil at
very high foot frontage prices. Leading citizens in-
vest in these slum properties because commerce is
moving there and a rake- oﬁ on re-sale can be ex-
pected.

When accumulation of bare land values goes over
£5000 these gentry become liable for the Federal
land tax. Pass it on? They would — if they could!
But as nearly all thoughtful economists have noted:
a levy on bare land values stays where it is put.

S0 the City Land holders run an Assoclation and
employ a suitable secretary to make vague statements.
Suggestion is that Federal land tax costs so much
that our financial magnates connot afford te rebuild
their slum properties. ‘This “cry from the heart” may
influence the Likeral Leaders, but Liberal Voters merely
scoff at the moans of Landtax Payers’ Association.

LETTER TO HERALD

When will Mr. M. J. Petti-grove stop his petti-
fogging complaints about Federal land tax?

The tax is not wrong in principle, for land values
are created by the community as a whole, and the
Government therefore has the right to make a levy
unon thein.

The trouble with the present Federal Iand tax Hes
in its restricted application. If it were made on all
properties, without exemption, refention of slums on
valuable land would no longer be an economic pro-
position. Slums would soon go then.




eN otes from Various Sources

iconomy,~TIn Britain ths weekly meat ration has
.es‘. from 1/- to 83 worth. Por reduced sales buichers
s g wred by increasing the rehate to them from 2/3 to
EXR sales. This redate costs the Food Ministry £450.000
per week. and comes from the meat subsidy, S0 dn easy way to
beenme rich 13 to somehow aequire a lceice, 16 run a shop 1ot
Ly He

statement that the roads are to be policed
© of poiatoes, and that hauliers loading
n inay lose their licences is, in a sup-
ad community, amazging in the extreme.

g -l
o prevent the marketis
potetoss withoud pery
I frpe and endi

npie of the fruits of unmeeessary
COINIMIOTee.

irgent §';£.‘i"4ax'm.—1-1:>z~(' ; should be allowed for at
lenst two vears Lo carry all merchandise free of tare fax such as
that in Mew South Wales—DMr, K. P, Coles: quoted by Age, May
17tk 1851, .

Editor's Nobto: Such hindrances to frade promoie inflation
and abei the growily of Comauntlsm,

The New Aristocracy.—3y relabives, within 30 miles of Mel-
bourne, are daily feading thely potatoes to pigs and poultry to
gave this product from being either eaten by grubs or rofting.—
o, James, AGE, 2nd June, 1651
Mote: Mere humans apparently aren’t even on the
priority list for poiatoes.

Astronsmical Polatoes.—Potato yields in US.A. have in-
d 159 per cent during the last 35 years, aithough yields
from year to vaay vary greatly, The increase has been due o n
200 per cent inerease iy Use of fertiliser, by doubling thg amount
of seed used, and by meshanizaiion, Thma whe toke iustifiable
pride in such fents of applied scl wld vecognize thot land
values are thus bonsted arm Heonomicy,” Mo, 178,
September, 1950, US.A, )

St Abbans, gleven wmiles from Melbourne oy Bendigo line, 24
e, wite sold for £11.000 which is £460 an aere bare land value—
Sy, 2075751,

Fito Note:
Fertility of the soll
Melbourne, Rieardo 1
£ fromm the last cenlury

Lamd Rentals are hotin
farm was renbed at ¥
L6 an acve-

Fetitor's Nobo

Siale inte

This farm mngd value does not arise from the
Trom an elecirie railway conneetion fo
witenn  Peof. W, Prest

Near Wonthagei a 8L Helier
reoand o farm nesar Loch at

ca for primary produets soon igad o
higher “eosts™ for DDoes Prof. Wadhom understand this?

Price Contrsd——"The Wall Streed Journel,” January 28, 1951,
sives three reascns ior the ineffectivencss of price coafrol: (a)
T ipairs, and may even des thie mechanizm by which the
progdue ssrem operates and adjusts iteelf to onew conditions;
th it govds Lo move fnlo ihe hisck merket or perhaps to
entively disappear; ) Yhe reiationship betwest drices of millicns
of items s so eswemely complicated that the adiministrasion of
price control becolnes sheer chaos.

Governmeni expenditure as sabsigies fov food stuffs (such as
beel, muiton, and buiter) were roal henefits according to the Can-
perra Lobbyvist (Mr. L. Whithall) of the Chamber of Manufac-
furers--Sun, 5/7/5L _
nditor’s Nobg: Proweciion means bicger and bigger debtz by
CGiovernment withh heavisr and beavier (aNes.

”hsatesph.!,m writing #4300 vears ago for aneclent Greeks has

& . Praxasora sa¥, “We sec one man harvesting vast

nis of Lu‘ri whils anocther has nob round to be huried in. We
xlii’&?l have to have slaves”

wBditor's Nobe: Bi
said, ruined Rome Mobopolism maiked the decline of Gresce.

Ivanhor Fast near Burke Road, south side of St, Hubert's
Road, building block sokd at £19 L. frontage.—Argus, 25/6/51.

Bditor's Nofe: Heidelbers Counclllors levy taxes on- the build-
ings,

Glen Waver

SArous, June 35,

{ev,-Panorama Esiate, 42 blocks sold for £14.605,
1851,

PROGRESS

‘age yield about 30 fons per
“golds are converted into crysiaili

. all iks members caunt oppor

estates worked by slave labor, as Piiny-

vsurer (Mr., J. G, MoeDion-
n of this unearned iucic-

Editer’'s Note: What does £t
ald) do about collection of citizens’
ment?

QOnkaparinga Valley—M:

profitakie crop. Aver-
price £9 per ton. dan-
winl food stuffz. Land
Vailev -----

values in'recent years hux z'i~<:\.z =n the

goes at £50 to £60 per ner
Bditor's Note: Attractive
lised artificiat land values.”
" Coffee Chaos~—The price of coffee has risen 100 per cent e
cently in Britain, aiibouszn i:hem‘ 1 b(”"l) nr? m‘idmm or sul

ST unﬂ,’m ted into eryaral-

The
“These prices were Incy
the coffee to earn della
Land snd Liberty, April, .

sporting —For the recont infernational ski-juraping contest
in England on March 30 and 31, the Board of Trade, despile the
risk of leaving Britain “open to wrestpicted dumping of cheap.
foreign weather” waived the duly on the imported snow. Very
gracions; bub why not extend such an aditude to rubber fov
tennks bally and goll balls; stop-watched for siming athietic con-
tests, andg 30 fovih? : S

Purrle—If might be asked why we malntain zn expensive
price conirol departiment to Reep down priccs while as tie same
fime nllowing food boards to create scarcidy with $he obdect of
keening prices gp-—-alfred Thedey, Age, 8th July.

Delinguency.—Mr, ¥, B W Gmim, of the Melbourne Chiig
rven's Court. in s recend stafemnet afiribuied fhe Dncrease in
Juvenile delinguency which has occurred in recent months Iargely
te the faet that mothers were taking oulside employment. and
ag & result children were not yeceiving the necessary supervision
and discipline. Mr. Willlams remarked: “The cavse wag an oco-
nemic problem for the consideration of olber sulhorities.”:

i 'rr Lg vo-

Disobedietice of sconomic laws has widespread ropUloussions.
A cornunity inevitably reaps the harvesi of its error and igbor-
ance. Bat wnfortunately there sppear o e nwo autherilies eap-
able of adeguately cauging the economic nroblemn referred to

The Function of the Slate—
State can procure the gr eagest
uni
owin happiness, Le., egual opport
own faculiios —~Max Hirsch.

The only {fmduu v
sum o happiness, i
ies for the achi
unities for the exorcize of thelr

Justice~—~The just man is so carbas for jusiice that, if Ond
Himsal! were not just, he would nof eare in ﬂwr least for {(iod
From the Sermons of Meister Eckhart.

Protfi( tion and Weavers~—With all nhe protection the iccal
WEAVELS
been far short of their estimabes, ang it is doubiful if thev are

able to supply even 10 million vards of the 70 wiillion yards i
%m]red for a normal year's trading. —H. €. Wicholson, A, 1dth
uly

Camberwel South.—~Burke Road, near Toorak Road, vacand
site for shop or factory received a bid of £18 a foot. Frontase 45
ft. by 124 ft.-Argus, 6/4/51,
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