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The great cause of inequality in the distribution of wealth is in-
equality in the ownership of Jand. The ownership of the land is
the great fundamental fact which ultimately determines the social,
the political, and consequently the intellectual and moral condition
of a people.—Henry George in “Progress and Poverty.”
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The Real Bottleneck of the War

HE holiness of thiz war has been somewhat

sullied by the invasion of Stalin’s bailiwick
by Hitler, Up to that point, the Yugoslavian
and Greek absolutisms notwithstanding, the fie-
tion that the conflict was one of ideclogies was
hypodermically maintained. Since the German
army moved east only the Communist papers
have had the effrontery to invoke the god of
democracy.

What is it, then, that we are fighting for?
Hitier makes no bones as to his purpose. Basad
upon a mystic race supremacy theory, his aim
ig the complete contrel of the world sconomy,
by and for the Nazis. It’s a sort of international
AAA, with Berlin, instead of Washington, telling
us what to plant, what to make, fixing all prices
and taking a rake-off on every transsction. It
won't work, even with a Gestapo behind it, be-
cause production sloughs off when labor is en-
slaved. A political gystem based on curtailed
production must break down; particularly be-
cauge the curtailing of production deereases the
source of taxation on which the political system
depends. Nevertheless, uniil the planned econ-
omy crashes of its own weakness the planner
may make things miserable for everyvbody but
himself and his gangsters,

So, we are fighting to prevent Hitler from vis-
iting his planned economy on us even for a short
time. That is a good enough reason for fight-
ing him. But it iz a negsative reason at best.
And becanse it is negative it has failed to arcuse
any emotional pitch in this country, as evidenced
by the many bpewspaper anti-war polls,

Why, in spite of the practically unanimous bit-
ter anti-Hitler feeling, is there so little disposi-
tion to make the sacrifice necessary to eliminate
him and his scheme from the world? The an-
swer seems to be in the intaitive recognition by
the people of the negativensss of our war-and-
peace policy; the politicians, Churchill, Roosevelt
and their subordinates, have failed to offer a
hope to stir the imagination, or a promise o
arcuse the will to war,

Why this reticence? Is it because they have
nothing to offer, other than pre-war depression,
doles, taxes and make-believe work that robs the
laborer of his personal dignity? Is if because
they do not know how to abolish the condition
of poverty which has characterized our economy
with such intensity for more than z decade? Or,

knowing how, have they no desire to smash the
system of privilege which divides the people into
a few masters and many slaves?

Maybe their failure to tell us more aboul war-
and-peace aims, except the negalive one of
smashing Hitlerism, is due fo the conscious desire
to install, or a fatalistic belief in the inevitable-
ness of, a sort of Hitlerism in England and in
America. The evidences of a coming regulated
economy here are too many to be mistaken; in-
deed, public statements indicate that State con-
trol of our way of living is the essence of our
contemplated post-war policy. The common
sense of the people recognizes the ineongruity of
fighting Hitler while accepting the wvalidity of
his ideas.

It is this incongruity and this complete lack
of idealism that has checked cur will to war. In
1917 we accepted the theory that Germans were
a lower order of people, made so by God; their
freedom had to be curbed for the good of the
world. Atrocity stories, vouched for by men of
reputation, although later proved to be either
dupes or fabricators, aroused us to an ardor that
only victory could dimninish. Efforts fe stir up
similar antipathy on psychological grounds thus
far have failed: and the save-democracy appeal
failed even before the Russian invasion, parily
hecause too many dictatorships were on our side,
partly because years of demaocracy-with-poverty
had somewhat deflated the political ideal.

Americans are neither cowards nor crass ma-
terialists. But they will continue toc be apathetic
towards this war, even though they are forced
to fight, because of its negative and contradic-
tory character. Give them hope, a positive prom-
ise and a worthy ideal, and the “panzer” divi-
sions wiill crumble before their will like card-
hoard toys. Tell them that when the war is over
the bill will be met not by a tax on their produc-
tion but by the loct which the landlords collect
year in and year out. Promise them land, good
iand, so that they can produce and exchange,
as their forefathers did, without let or hindrance
from bureaucrais. Give them the piclure of a
Free America, the kind they have always
dreamed asbout, 30 that they can carry it in their
hearts as they go to battle.

That, Mr. Roosevelt, is what your war plans
lack. That, Mr. Boosevell, is the real bottleneck
of your war.
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Transportation is Production

TG PROVE his faptastic “surplus vahze comcoc-

tion--~that wages are determined by the subsis-
tence requirements of laborers and that all production
beyond that level is confiscated by capital as prof-
its—XKarl Marx had to explain the profits of those
industries in which comparatively few laborers are
employed.

Being a moralist rather than an econcmist, he in-
vented the key to his own riddle by labelling such
industries parasitic. They produce nothing. They
merely aid capiralistic exploitation, are necessary to
ir, and therefore are supported by capitalists out of
“surplus value.,” For him that settled the marter.

Cne of his “‘non-prodacing’’ industries 18 frans-
portation. [t is interesting to note the influence of
Marx on conservative economic theory —- fo say
nothing of socio-political thought-—whereby not in-
frequently transportation is placed outside the cate-
gory of production. It is all done with the tech-
nigue of word-prestidigitation.

Even cursory observation of the methods of pro-
duction demonstrates that tramsportation is an in-
tegral part of production. that to attempt to make a
distinction between the two tn fact, as distinguished
from word distinctions, is akin to the problem of
unscrambling an omeletze.

The present war furnishes an excellent example
of this idemtification of tramsportation with pro-
duction. The object of war being to destroy the
morale of an enemy people by disrupting their pro-
duction, the efforts of England and Germany are
being directed at each other’s transportation facilities.
Pipe-lines, shipping lanes and railreads are the poinis
of attack,

To the Germans an ice-bound Danube which
hinders the delivery of cil and foodstuffs from the
Balkags i3 as much a disruption of their production
as a bombed seaport is to the British, A tanker sent
to the bottom of the sea and a railroad station blown
into the air are military victorics because of the con-
sequent interference with the productive capacity of
the enemy.

All production is movement. Greater produciion
due to specialization is made possible only by the
invention and use of more expeditious movemeni.
The making of an antomobile is the result of the
transportation of materials from various parts of the
world to many points of fabrication, then to an
assembly plant, where the travelling conveyer belt
further expedites production by spreading subdivi-
sion of labor.

Indeed, the efficiency of production is in direct
ratio to the facility of movement involved, The
tailor who makes the entire suit moves very little;
in a modern clothing factory the finished prodact
freguently has covered many acres and moved from
floor to floor, and the production per man per hour
15 therefore far greater,

The organization of modern industry demon-
strates that any theoretical distinction between trans-
portation and production has no basis in fact. And
the war confirms their essential integration.

‘Patriotism’ By Decree?
JAMES CAESAR PETRILLO, president of the

A merican Federation of Musicians, who once cen-
sored 2 play because some lines in it offended hus
ideclogy, has decreed thar ““The Star-Spangled Ban-
ner”’ shall be played by union masicians at the be-
ginning and end of every musical program. Un-
doubtedly an “or else’” is implied in the decree. The
difference between a Petrillo decree and a Goebbels
ukase i3 one of degree, not of kind. And the in-
ference is that in times like these one should beware
both the voice and the hand of the self-avowed pa-

triotk,
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Lebensraum in South America

YRBUZZARDS WITHOUT FEETT is the charac-

terization which a friend gives to minds which
aspire to eclecticism and fear to trace effect to any
basic cause.

These birds, he explains, must forever go hungry.
They fly from carrion to carrion, unable to enjoy
the food which they see because their lack of feet
prevents their alighung,

So with those who have fallen into the habit of
worshipping the printed word because it is printed,
and have lost the power of straight-thinking be-
cause of their adulation of “authonties.” They
must forever wander about in an intelleciual va-
cuum because they fear principle.  They read many
books, examine many theories, taste a little of this
doctrine, nibble a little at that, bu:, without any
starting point to their thinking or any measuring
stick by which to evaluate what they read, all their
erudition leaves them hopelessly hungry. They can-
not alight.

They have made 3 fetish of being eclectic. They
refuse to think straight for fear that such thinking
may necessitate rejecting theories which carry the
weight of names. Also, any straight-line thinking
may lead to some simple truth, some truth so logical
and so in accord with observable fact that even the
un-read mav grasp it. Therefore, it must be wrong.

Over-simplification, then, becomes an intellectual
crime. Particularly when it leads to conclusions
which run contrary to loyaldes; for, strange as it
may seem, these theory-infested mentalities are just
as subject to emotional bias as are the less bookish.
The unlettered man bares or loves, and lets it go at
that. But the man who delights in many, many
theories finds it necessary to formulate a rationaliza-
tion for his emotion. And when confroated with
facts that deny the rationalization of his bias he
dismisses the obvious with one compound word:
over-simplification.

For instance, right now he may be committed fo
war. During the past twenty years articles and
books, from documented fiction to carefuily com-
piled research work, established the fact that the
first World War was economic in orlgin and eco-

nomic in purpose. Indeed. before September, 1939,
this was an accepted doctrine of even the eclectics;
and many of them extended the theory of economic
causality to all wars,

But now this thory of economic causality and
purpose is an over-simplification. Why? There
are many answers, many theeries as usual. But one
cannot avoid the suspicion that all these ratiomnaliza-
tions are mere coverage for just plain emotionalism:
fear, hate, loyalties—good, old-fashioned feelings
which onght to be enjoyed without excuse. But
because these eclectics are proud of their intellectual-
ity they feel they would lose caste by admitiing
that sheer emotionalism gives their war-mindedness
its ditection.  So, they rationalize in many ways—
save from the over-simplification which a few short
months age was accepted doctrine, and wlhich would
deny validity to their theory-covered emotionalism.

Pt sometimes out of nowhere comes a fact which
shatters the intricately concocted theory and drives
home the simple truth. Last month two South
American countries had 2 flare-up over some fand.
Feuador and Pern for over a cemtury have been
quarrelling over “lebensraum,”’ just like France and
Germany over Alsace-Lorraine. There s no politi-
cal theory involved, no “'clash of ideologies’’;: just
sn old-fashioned grab for land. The rest of the
Western Hemisphere, concerned with the land-grab-
bing proclivities of 2 mad paper-banger, have tem-
porarily hushed up the squabble over land in their
own backyard. People might bring up the old over-
simplification.

They might see that as with the Eenadorian-Pe-
cuvian landowners, the fracas in Europe is over a
reni-collecting privilege (in Europe and 1in the col-
onies) which one group is trying to hold and which
another group covets. Abolish the privilege and
there would be no war: so long as the privilege con-
tinues there will be something to war about. 1c's
as simple as all that, the emotional eclectic theorists
aotwithstanding.

The Freeman
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Let’s Abolish the Price System

PRICE 18 THE FULCRUM between sapply and

demand. But it is not the uvsual stationary ful-
crum, for it has also a pointer which indicates with
faultless accuracy and sensitiveness the direction in
which the see-saw is teetering.

If consmmption increases, the supply end of the
plank goes up and the indicator points to higher
prices.  ihat is a signal to suppliers te get busy
and pile up the things called for at the rising end,
thus bringing the see-saw toward an eguilibrium,
Conversely, when the indicator poiats to low prices
the suppliers know it is time to quit loading the sup-
ply end untl consuwmption catches up.

But there are ways of doctoring the supply end
so that the indicator may continuously, or for a
long time, point to higher prices and thus nullify
the see-saw’s tendency to seek a dead center. Thess
ways, ethically analogous to the admunistering of
drugs to race horses by crooked gamblers, but much
more dangerous to our soctal order, are:

1. Holding out of use the natural resonrces from
which al! supplies come. Examples: specalation in
city lots and agricultnral acres, AAA bonuses for
not using land, Anaconda Copper Company, United
States Steel, ete., etc.

2. Moncpolies based on special privileges granted
by the government. for the sxplicit purpose of pre-
venting supplies from reaching the marker when
high prices indicate an unsatisfied demand., Ex-
amples: patents, franchises, carteis,

3. Tariffs and guotas which resteict or prevent
the {low from plentiful to scarce sources of supply.
Dest example at this moment: Cuban sugar.

4. Taxes, which, by depriving would-bz con-
sumers of their exchangeable goods (or monsy io-
kens) prevent the demand from expressing itself.
Examples: too numerous (o mention,

5. Government waste, which keeps taking from
the supply end of the see-saw without making any
compensation to the demand end: the insatiable ab-
sorption creates a constant shoriage of supplies, thus
constant high prices. Examples: war “production.”

Ways 4 and 5 may become disastrous to the
whole system. The see-saw may teeter 50 far in one
direction for so long that it may slip off the ful-
crum. That is what is likely to happen here very
shortly; it has already taken place in Emrope.

Mow, if war and taxes are politically necessary,
from a social point of view the whole price system

osught o be scrapped.  Otherwise, injustices znd
hardships must result. Instead of prices regulating
the economy of the country, the actual need of every
citizen ought to determine the amount of goods he
recetves, 1 hat i, complete equalitarian rationing.
And why not? If 2 country is at war, every
man, woman and child in it is at war egually, s
any one's life, security and future happiness of less
importance than another’s? s a dead general any
deader than a dead private? Is a bombed slum any
less wseful as 2 home than 2 bombed country estate?
Why should the future of the monopolist be pleas-
anter than that of the worker who made. propor-
tionately, greater sacrifice?  Will not able-bodied
young men be equally as imporiant to the recon-
struction period as superannuwated Congressmen!

We should not be at war for some, at peace for
others. The whole country, theoretically, is in
danger, and any attempts to maintain the peace-time
technigue of prices must make the danger profitable
for some, disastrous for others,

Labor should be paid at the same rate as soldiers,
apd 2 buck private should receive the same suste-
nance as that of a general. Ammaunition should be
taken, not paid for. Nothing shoald be paid for:
neither food nor clothing, camp sites nor railroad
services, labor nor goods. We must save the coun-
iry, not the price system.

Tariffs and quotas which prevent our getting
the mmplements of war or the means of sustaining
life during war are as incongruous as lending oug
navy to the enemy to blockade our shores. Everv
monopoly——every patent, franchise or title deed—
should be abolished because they enable the owners
to restrict production, and that is akin to aiding and
abetting the enemy.

Such price-abolishing measures wonild place the
enfire country on an egual footing in the egual
emergency. Lhe war then would be truly demo-
cratic.  That is, if anvbody really craves a “demo-
cratic war,”
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Why We Are In the War

THE SNIDE CRITICISM of President Roosevelt

for sending soldiers outside the Western hemi-
sphere in spite of his very recent solemn pledge not
to.do so, indicates a naive belief that political acts
or promises are based on ethical standards. There
never was, Chere mever will be a politician whose
acts can be measured by the ethics of the contractual
man. That is, not while he is in office or acting in
official capacity. For the very nature of politics 1s
expediency, and what may be the cxpedient thing
to do today may be quite inexpedient tomorrow.
Any politician who circumscribes bhis course with
principles is not likely to last long in office or ac-
complish anything while there.

This habit of entrusting our fate to politicians,
arising as it does from faith in their honesty of pur-
pose as well as their adherence to a philosophy, is

the tragedy of our political system. Broken plat-
form promises and repudiated international agice-
ments attest with sickening regularity the unprin-
cipled character of the political word and the politi-
cal act. Yet we keep on believing, trusting. Maybe
it's because we lack understanding of princples or
forces which act without direction once a given set
of circumstances comes into play.

We are at war because our international economy
forced us into war, not because Mr. Roosevelt willed
a war. Our soldiers will be in other foreign places
than Iceland, and Mr. Roosevelt cannot keep his
promise to prevent it, whether he wishes to do so
or not. Our conscripts will be kept in arms for
much longer than the coniractual year of the law,
because we are at war, And becanse of the war our
ensuing economy will be a State-regulated economy,
with bureaucracy, secret enforcing agencies, an army
caste system, and all the social components of to-
talitarianism. We are sliding down the banister
and nothing can stop us until we hit bottom; poli-
ticians can only speed our descent with grease.

There is only one way by which the direction of

politico-economic trends can be or ever was in-
fluenced——and that is by the social knowledge and
conscience of the people. What we know and how
our behavior is influenced by that knowledge de-
termines the conditions under which we lve. We,
not our political leaders, make our ¢nvironment, and
unless we are familiar with basic principles our ar-
chitecture will be fauley.

There is only one way to achieve a free society—
and that is by understanding the principles of a free
society. In education, not in politics, is our hope.

Taxation that Destroys Security

A REAL ESTATE TAX does not, as is frequently

asserted, assure possession of the property on the
land. As a matter of record this tax makes security
of possession rather tenmoms. For, if the tax is not
paid, loss of both landholding and the improve-
ments on the land foliows.

This thought is vividly brought to mind by 2
recent press dispatch. The State of California bas
become, through tax delinquencies, the owner of
country clubs, gold mines, wineries, a “ghost town,”
office buildings, two mausolenms, a glass factory, a
distillery, hundreds of homes—almost everyihing
that is built on land, as well as the land itself.

Year after year taxing authorities throughout the
country are acquiring property of all kinds because
the income from them is insufficient to meet the tax
levies. Possession is insecure,

1f, however, the tax should fall only om rent,
public confiscation of the improvements would not
occur.  The builder might lose his property because
of lack of trade, because his improvements served
no useful purpose, but not because of an excessive
tax burden.

Since, on the whole, buiiding values exceed land
values, the tax burden falls more heavily on the
former. The builder jeopardizes his investment
more than does the owner of land, asseming that
they are different persons. If ihe builder s also the
landowner his chances of retaining both are reduced
by the real estate tax, particularly if he has built on
a very large scale.

For the rent is due to the presence of the commu-
nity and arises regardless of any effort by the user.
Therefore in reality he does not pay any of the rent
which the community collects,
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Iceland as an Investment

NOW THAT OQUR MILITARY FORCES have
occupied Iceland the possibility of profit on that
island should suggest itself to our far-sighted ati-
zens. [he grabbing of its matural resources would
accord with the historical process, which in the
modern idiom is identified with Stalinism, Hitlerism
or Nipponism. The more nrbane, though none the
fess effective method of purchase, re-sale and fore-
closure (employed in Cuba and in Puerto Rico)
should be the model for our enterprising investors.

The prospectus on Iceland is attractive, IHere is
an idvllic island the size of Keatucky, with about
one-fourth of the land surface quite habitable. Its
wild mountains should afford scenic-loving tourists
excellent opportunity for mountain climbing; the
numerous fjords of its rugged coastline should en-
tice romantic vachtsmen. {he long Arctic mights
promise langorous longevity.

The name of the island belies its nature. Washed
by the Gulf Stream, Iceland enjoys a mild and moist
climate. It has a mean temperature similar to that
of New England. The summers are mild, the win-
ters less severe than those in Maine.

Continuing the prospecias. Exports of fish and
fishery products, wool and fur offer prospects for
immediate exploitation; for American capital and
nitiative the possibilities are boundless. Last year
the Icelanders exported a million dollars’ worth of
cod-liver oil to the United States alone, and with 2
lictle advertising of the vitamin content of this prod-
uct the business can be boomed to many iimes that
amount.

And here’s the big point. This vast area now
has a population of only 115,000; its biggest city
is one of 35,000, Think of it!  An island much
bigger than Rhode Island inbabited by less than
half the people in Providence. Obviously fand val-
ues are low; the island could be bought “for a song.”
The possibility for expansion, and therefore increas-
ing prices, hardly need be pointed out.

MNor will investors have to wait for the slow
processes of procreation and immigration to boost
the values of their lowland lots, mouatain peaks
and fjords. If, as is predicted, the war lasts five
or maybe ten years, the comstant army population
alone should exceed a quarter million, with 2 tran-
sitory troop population of another quarter million.
For it is said that Iceland is the jumping-off place
for an investment of Ireland, Norway, Eogland or

perthaps France. The troops mmst eat, and the land
yields many potatoes.

Camp sites are needed: the government pays good
prices,  Soldiers and sailors’ pay checks will bura
for spending, and what greater act of patriotism
than te give the bovs an opportunity o enjoy their
stay on the island? Might clubs and bawdy houses
will be in grear demand, and the lots on which they
are built will be valuable indeed.

The end of the war will be the beginaing of the
real boom. Many of the soldiers and sailors will
marry the preity blue-eyed blondes of the Morth,
settle down and have large lamilies: which always
augurs well for land wvalues, The use of Leeland
as a stepping-stone to England and MNosrthern Eu-
rope will become a navigating habit; and the grow-
ing trans-Atlantic aviation business will require the
building of the world's largest and most magnifi-
cent atrport at the booming and beauwtiful town of
Reykiavik. (“Smoking harbor” is the Eaglish of
the name. and the promotional possibilities stagger
the imagination of the keenest headline writer.)

L4
e

Here's the biggest land development since the
American Army opened up the Antilles for us. He-
member Cuba, remember Puerto Rico. Our wise
investors did not lose when our troops evacnated
the first, any more than in the second when the
troops remained: so long as absolute private own-
ership of the land is recognized. And what gov-
ernment in the world cannot be shown the wisdom
of continuing that systern of land tenure! What
difference does it make what flag flows over the
domain? Have not the landlords always made the
laws and fashioned the patriotism of all countries?
Ours is the world,

While our troops arz defending the oldest par-
liament in the world (another advertising point)
Iet us not overlook the golden opportumty for in-
vestment ia Iceland,
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OPAX and History

PRICE REGULATION is an ancient practice. 1t

antedates by many centuries the totalitarianisms
of Hitler, Mussolini and Stalin, whose laws and
methods may be the sontce material for our own
i eon Henderson in framing his proposed price con-
trol plan, Tar more informative are the ancient ex-
periments in controlling the natural operations of
the market because their resalts, economic and so-
cial, are subject to proper historic evaluation,

1t is recorded that Athens and Rome went in
for ““lids”" on prices. Guilds in the middle ages fixed
the prices of both labor and commodites. Lleon
cught to have little difficulty in ascertaining the
anumber of officials necessary for the enforcement
of the laws, something about the illegal trading
that ensued, what effect they had on the jaw-and-
order of the rimes, how production was curtailed,
and what happened to the gconomy of the people.
Also, if he has time, he might reflect on the fate
of those civilizations.

Ferdinand and Isabeila tried out the scheme ta-
ther effectively in the fifteenth century. Analogy
berween that Spain and our “unlimited national
emergency’ goes somewhat beyond the matter of
price-fixing. In the first instance, Spain also was
at war, several wars, in fact. Indusiris were ¢n-
couraged by subsidies; the shipping business was
particalarly favored. There was a sort of AAA to
stimulate the development of merino sheep herds.

But what Leon would be most interested in right
now js the system of tasas (fixed prices) practiced
by these enlightened monarchs. No commodity or
service in Castile was overlooked. Our current
price regulator need pot go beyond the tasas, for the
present, but later on he might want to know that
price control was accompanied by standardization
of production. The weaver the fuiler, the arm-
ourer, the potter, the shoemaker were told exactly
how to do their work,” records the Encyclopaedia
Britannica.

Spain got along pretty well with this system for
a time, in spite of the consequent swarm of corrupt
government officials. But after 2 while, say the
historians, Spain became a rather poor couniry o
five in: in faci. the Spain of the sixteenth gentury
was characterized as one of the two “'most beggarly
nations in Euwrope.”

The Freeman, Sugusi, 1941

Uncharitable Charnity Taxes

THE TRUE CHARACTER of “socal security’

taxes has been shrouded with good intentions
and charitable phrases. Even a cursory examina-
tion of the incidence of these taxes discloses their
true purpose; they are merely a form of Income ax-
ation. They are particularly objectionable because,
and this accounts for the glamorous mame given
them, they hit incomes of those least able to share
their incomes with the govermment. They are le-
vies on WAges.

Now that the fiscal power of the government 15
being employed to control our financial structure,
rather than for revenue puarposes, the true character
of these taxes for-the-benefit-of-the-poor comes o
light. For, reports from Washington are to the ef-
foct thar these levies on wages will be ased o ot
rising consumer purchasing poOwWer as 3 means of pre-
venting inflation,

Higher “'social security  faxes then, are being
proposed BOT as 3 means of alleviating the condi-
tion of the aged unemployables, but as a means of
preventing the employed young from enjoving their
wages, At present these mis-named levies amournt
to 114 per cent on salarwes up 10 $3,0600, plus an
equal amount matched by the employer, which, of
course, also comes cut of the workers’ wages. It s
now proposed to absorb increases in wages, resuit-
ing from the war boom, by concurrently increasing
the rate. Thus upping an emplayee's salary by
five per cent, for instance, would call for an wpping
of the tax rate to four per centl.

There never was and never ¢an be a ax that im-
proves the welfare of the taxed, and no amount of
sugar-coating can deny the fact that every levy has
but one purpose: to fill the coffers of the State.

Why Include Land?

COL. JOSIAH €. WEDGWOOL, WM.P., during

his recent visit to America, commented on the
Rritish rationing system thus: "We Fnglish are al-
lowed to buy nothing except Goverpment bonds

and lund.”
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My fortnight’'s wvacation im the
little town of Burgerville had The-
come 3 continuous batile with flies.
These pestiferous insects executed
tailsping about my nose when I tried
to read or write, and at meaitbne,
not satisfied with plain living (or
even high fiying) insclently demand-
ed the best that the commissary af-
forded. To them, the cream piicher
represented a public bath; the care-
fully baked pies were dancing pavil-
ions; a dish of ice oream presented
alluring possibilities as a foboggan
slide, and it was only after a little
surreplitious shooing that I could
determine definitely whether plain
rolls or currant buns were Deing
served for supper.

OFf course, 1 reached the limit of
my patience before long, and ap-
pointed myself a committes of one
to see what could be dome abeout it
Charity begins at home; but I soon
found out that crusades don't. My
sfforts met with a discouraging lack
of response. ‘FThe highbrow college
professor at our table objected to
organized fly-swatting on the ground
that the idea had originaled in an-
other coumtry and therefore savored
of un-Americanism. The truck dri-
ver for the neighboring screen fac-
tory was pesitive that Tocal 666
would oppese any movement which
might lessen the demand for screens.

Prophets who are without honor
at home sometimes achieve it abroad.

My First Crusade

By GERTRUDE B MACRENIIE

The following Sunday afternoon
found me on my way to the home of
the viliage preacher. I had heard
a lot aboui his benevelent iuterest
in civic affairs.

The parson was al bome. He was
entertaining the local medico, who
bad just dropped in io fallk
over some improvements which the
church was to make in the parson-
age. Y expressed my appreciation
of the morning sermon, and his hos-
pitable friendiiness made me feel at
home at once, Sure at last of a
sympathetic audience, I Wag 300D
waxing cloguent on ithe subject of
my crusade.

“My dear madam,” he declared
when I ©ad finighed, “your Sugges-
tions truly de credit to your zeal
for the common good, and I am in-
deed glad to learn that my poor
feeble words of this morping on the
heauty of Service have heem an in-
gpiration. Xt is one of 3 minister's
deepest satisfactions to see his ef-
forts heaving fruit. It is then he
feels that the Blessing of the Lord
is upon—7~

“Ves, I'm sure of 7 I agreed,
“gnd may I count on your help?”

“You may be assured of my sym-
pathy with any worthy Movement.
I will remember your wish for a
clean and healthful town in my daily
Petitions, and will pray that God
in His infinite goodness may—"

“But will you use your infiuence
to arcuse your congregation to the
necessity of preventing the spread
of fliss and mosguitoes? It eoculd
Be done if they would only drain
that big swamp behind fhe grave-
vard. How can you gel rid of the
bugs if you leave them a place like
that to breed in?”

ciell, Td—it'seer—ithat is, I'm
not guite convinced as to the ad-
visahility of proceeding along that
exact line” he stammered. “You see,
the swamp land doss mot belong to
the fown. It would have {o be pur-
chased. Y have mnever considered
business projects z proper subjecl
for Sunday discussion.” ¥ raised my
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eyebrows and glanced at the docior,
remembering the parsonage lnprove-
ments. The preacher caught my look,
and added hastily, “From the pul-
pit.,”

At this preint the doctor infer-
posed. “The fact is” he said, “the
owner of thal marsk is an honored
member of our congregation. You
can doubtiess understand that it
would be—well-—a trifie smbarrass-
ing to bring up & subject which
might savor just a little of criticizm
of our brother.”

“@Byt,” I demanded, a liftie blunt-~
by, “doesi’t he deserve oriticism if
he deliberately keeps bis land in guch
2 condition that it is a public nul-
sance and & mensce to health?”

“(ine of our pastor's most charm-
ing traits,”’ replied the doctor pleas-
anily, “is his studicus avoldance of
turting the feelings of those with
whom ke comes in centact.”

1 protested tarily. “Weil, I can't
see why the owner of a free bug
gispensary like that is entitled to
s much congideration.”

“Iet us pray that our hearts suay
be kept from all uncharity.” The
pastor’s calm, unruffled veoice Fell
upon my ear with a note of gentle
rebuke, “This brother, whom you are
so ready to condemn, is our most
generous contributor to ihe work
of carrying the Gospst to the heathen
whe sit in darkness. #e has en-
dowed our college, and it was he
who first supgested fhai the parish
should remodel the parsonage. Be-
sides, we have always had dles




The Freoman, Sugusi, 1941

Like the poor, they will doubtiess
pe with ug always. Since they were
created by Him Who doeth all
things well, they must have besn
gent for soms wise purpose beyond

=

&

our poor power to understand. Then,
too, consider the cruelty we should
foster in the Innocent Heart of
Childhood by encouraging the whole-
sale slaughter of these defenseless
tittle ereatures. Remember the Scrip-
tural Command, ‘Thou Shalt Not
Kai o

“and besides” the doctor joined
in, “even from a more worldly point
of view, ihis scheme of yours is
open to criticism. Consider the dis-
astrous effect upon the trade of our
sereen factory if these marshy lands
were suddenly drained. Think of the
men who would be thrown out of
employment. Why, your programm
would be revolutionary. X% would
praciically amocunt to confiscation of
profits without due compensation to
the factory owners and would there-
fore be, in a way, unconstitutional.”

“Js the owner just helding the land
from purely philanthropic motives,
to give the screen factory workers
a job? I should think he'd get tired
of paying taxes on worthless prop-
erty.”

“Oh, the taxes dom't amount to
much,” explain=d the doctor. “Thatl’s
one of the main reasons why it's
left as it is. In fact, the owner did
plan, a few years ago, to drain the
property and build upon it. It was
the progpect of the increased lax

Bill which made him sbandon the
project,”

“and I suppose the
levy heavier taxes on other land—-
incluging this corner lot here—to
make up for what it loges on the
swamp.”’

“No, certainly not on this corner
lot,” came the pasior's burried cor-
rection. ““Thiz is Church Property.
Tt belongs to God, and iy tax exempt.
But we pride ourselves on somsa
rather fine buildings that pay 2
pretty sum into the public treasury.
Besides that, every single industry
in our litile fown pays iis share,
Would you believe if: even the boot-
blacks and the peapul wvendors en-
igy the Blessed Privilege of con-
tributing their Little Mife in the
form of license fees. You can see
how just and impartial our taxation
system is.”

“M-mebbe =0, T assented doubt-
fully. “What does Mr., Moneybags
pay faxes on?”

“Why, our brother pays on his
property—ais splendid house and its
furpishings; and on his screen fac-
tory. And, of course, a frifie is as-
sessed against that marshky land”

“Oho! he owns the screen factory,
does he?” I hegan to see daylight.
“And you tax him for everything
ne does to serve or improve the
town, and threaten to bankrupt him
if he dares to convert that pesti-
lence-breeding cesspool into useful
property! Bul,” 1 ventured one more
suggestion, “I should ihink he'd be
gilad to have the swamp iaken off
his hands, ¥ it's useless To him and
he can’t afford to improve it.”

“Well, he would,” explained the
pastor, “but a new Express Highway
is going to be built, and will preb-
ablty ran through the properiy. As
a good business man, our brother
is holding the land in the sure ex-
pectation of making a profit on it.”

“and thiz profit,” T expostulated,
“will go, mot to the communify which
huilds the road, and which has pa-
tiently batiled sl these yeors with
insects and malaria, but to a man
who has simply saf tight and done
nothing!”

town has to

“My dear madam,” returned the
doctor, ‘you surely do not blame
anvone for pursuing the mpaturs),
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husinesslike course and aceephing
whatever profit iz legeily his, 4o
youi”

1 was beginning to lose hope now.
“Wo, I guess not,” T conceded. “But
what about the systern that makes
guch a course natural and business-
like, and the laws that not only al-
low bui virtually comps! him te do
iz

“Why,” exclaimed the pasitor in
pained surprize, “you are the very
first person I bave sver beard com-
plain of our system of raising rev-
enue. I am afraid you do nol fully
understand these watter. Women—
hem—do you think it's guile re-
fined for women te invade the Mas-
culine Sphere? Lel me invite you
i join the Ladies Auwiliary of our
church! This delightful society meels
every week, and this summer they
are making 2 apecial study of the
plant life of Ancient Judea.”

wrhanks & lot” I retorted, "Tin
more interested in the insect life of
modern Burgerville.”

“My dear sister,” the docior re-
assured me, “there ig really no neces-
sity for you to be so concerned. Files
are harmless emough i one lakes
the precaution of keeplng his sys-
temn in good order—under the guid-
ance of a reliable physician.”

My host courteously followed me
to the door, shook sy hand with
pious fervor, asked me o cail again,
and kindly volunfeered to pray for
my soul, and for the health of the
townspeople.

i discharged my commi{tee and
resigned my seli-appointed fask.
WNext summer Fll spend my vacation
in the mountains.




"The giant of the nations does not depend for her safety
wpon steel-clad fortresses and armor-plated ships which
the march of iovention must within 2 few years make,
even in war time, mere useless rubbish; but in her popu-

fation, in her wealth, in the intelligence and inventive- |

ness and spirit of ber people, she has all that would be

really useful in time of need. MNo nation on earth wounid

venture wantonly to attack her, 2nd none could do so
with impunity. If we ever again have a foreign war 1t

will be of cur own making, And oo strong to fear ag- U

gression, we ought to be too just to commit it

in throwing open our ports to the commerce of the !
world we shall far better secure their safety than by for- °

tifying them with all the “protected” plates that our steel
ring could make. For not merely would free irade give
s again that mastery of the ocean which protection has
deprived us of, and stimulate the productive power in
which real strength lies; but while steel-clad forts could
afford no defense against the dynamite-dropping balloons
and death-dealing airships which will be the next prod-
uct of destructive invention, free trade would prevent
their ever being semt againgt us, The spirit of protec-
tionism, which is the real thing that it iz sought to de-
fend by steel-plating, is that of natiogal eamity and
strife.  The spirtt of free trade is that of f{raternity and
peace,

A nobler career is open to the American Republic than
the servile imitation of European follies and vices, In-
stead of following in what i3 mean and low, she may
lead toward what Is grand and high. This league of
sovercign States, settling their differences by a common
tribunal and opposing no impediments to trade and trav-
el, has in it possibilities of giving to the world a more
than Roman peace.

What are the real, substantial advantages of this Union
of ours? Are they aot summed up in the absolute free-
dom of trade which it secures, and the community of in-
terests that grows out of this freedom? If our States
were fighting each other with hostile tariffs, and a cti-
zen could not cross a State boundary line withont bav-
ing his baggage searched, or a book printed in New York
could not be sent across the river to Jersey City without
being held in the post-office wntil duty was paid, how
long would our Union last, or what would it be worth?
The true benefit of our Union, the true basis of the in-
terstate peace it secures, is that it has prevented the estab-
lishment of Stare tariffs and given us free trade over the
better part of a continent,

We may “extend the area of freedom” whenever
choose to-—whenever we apply to our intercourse
other nations the same principle that we apply to if
conrse between our States. We may annex Canada tf
intents and purposes whenever we throw down the
wall we have built around ourselves. We need not
for any reciprocity; if we abolish our custom- houses;
call off our baggage searchers and Bible confiscators, § .;:-‘




gada would not and could not maintain hers. This would

'make the two countries practically one.  Whether the
| Canadians chose to maintain a separate Parliament and
pay a British lordling for keeping a mock court at Ridean
¢+ Hall, need not in the slightest concern us, The inti-
s mate relations that would come of unrestricted commerce
- would socn obliterate the boundary line; and mutual in-
terest and mutual convenience would speedily induce the

extension over both countries of the same general laws
and imstitutions,

And upon our relations with all other countries our
repudiztion of protection would have a similar tendency.
The sending of delegations 1o ask the trade of our sister
republics of Spanish America avails nothing so long as
we maintain a tariff which repels their trade. We have
but to open our ports to draw their trade 1o us and avail
ourselves of all their natural advaniages. And more po-
tent than anything else would be the moral inffuence of
our action. The spectacle of a continental republic such
as ours really putting ber faith in the principle of free-
dom, would revolutionize the civilized world.

For, as I have shown, that violation of aatural rights
which imposes tariff duties is inseparably linked with
that viclation of natural rights which compels the masses
to pay tribute for the privilege of living. The one can-
not be abolished without the other., Aand a republic
wherein the free-trade principle was thus carried to its
conclusion, wherein the equal and unalienable rights of
men were thus acknowledged, would indeed be as a city
set on 3 hall

The dangers to the Republic come not from without
but from within, What menaces her safery 1s no armada
faunched from European shores, but the gathering cloud
of tramps m her own highways. That Krupp is casting
monstrous cannon, and that 1n Cherbourg and Woolwich
projectiles of unheard-of destructiveness are being stored,
need not alarm her, but there is black omen in the fact
that Pennsylvania miners are working for 65 cents 2 day.,
Mo triumphant invader can fread our soil 6l the blight
of “grear estates’” has brouvght “{ailure of the crop of
men:'" if there be danger that ounr cities blaze, it is from
iorches lit in faction fight, not from foreign shells,

Against such dangers forts will not gnard vs. ironclads
protect us, or standing armies prove of any aval, They
are not to be avoided by any aping of Buropean protec-
tionism; they come from our fatlure to be true to that
spirit of liberty which was invoked at the formarion of
the Republic. They are only to be avoided by conform-
g our mstitutions to the pringple of freedom,

For it is true, as was declared by the first Naticnal As-
sembly of France, that “ignorance, neglect, or contempt
of humarn rights are the sole causes of public misfortunes
and corruptions of government.” -— Henry George, 1n
“Protection or Free Trade?”
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How the German Republic Was Undermined

Half the area of the agricultural
tand in CGermany iz taken up by
large ostates which are in the hands
of the otd enilitary nobility, the
Junkers. The other half is cullivat-
ed by peasants, the number of peas-
ante deing nine times as greal as
the number of Junkers.

The large estates employ 2,560,000
persons; by contrast, those engaged
in work on the peasants’ farms
{peasants and their dspendents and
paid laborers) number 7,500 006, The
large estates have always been bhe-~
friended by governments Desause
they chiefly grow grain which is 80
jmportant in war-time. They were
protected by high customs duties
and were favorsd by reduced iaxa-
t£ion.

After the War of 1514-18 the gques-
tion of land reformn was much dis-
cussed in Cermany. The republic,
peace loving and led by gocialists,
was expected to make a radical de-
parture from the old econcmic ldeas.
Millions of soldiers now demobilized
could have been seitled and the ag-
riculture output coonld have been
greatly increased since according o
official siatistics the value of the
putput of the srall farma was up
to 47 per ceni higher than that of
the large estates: in dairy favming
even up to 68 per cent higher, After
years of fatigue and starving, the
physical condition of the people also
needed improvemenf, Again, ths
statistical data were definilely in fa-
vor of the small farms. In countries
where conscription is in force the
state of health of the people 8 re-
liably shown by the proporfion of
thoge fit for military service, which
on the small farms exceeded that
of the people working on the large
estates by no less than 150 per cenl.

But nothing happened. No land
reform was initiated, nothing but
some Hmid steps towards market
gardens and allotments near the

This iz the second of fwo artieles en

Germany by Mr. Heilig. The first, which
appeared in our July Issue. deait with
the towns. Theae articles appeared orig-
inslly in the British Georgist iournal,
“Land and Liberty.”

By BRUNO HEILIG

cities and towns, When later, owing
to the competing imports from the
grain - growing transatlaniic coun-
tries, and to the fall of grain prices
on the world market, the Juokers
gol involved in difficultiss, the gov-
srnment heiped them generously.
Custorns duties on corn and fodder
were raised, which was a heavy
bigw to the small farmers, increas-
ing the cost of stock-farming, In
addition, whal is known 98 the
Ogthilfe (the “Fast Help” to the
jandowners of Nast Prussia) was
granted by Parliament amounting to
500,090,000 marks {$125,0600,000)
cagh subsidies to relieve the estates
encumbered with debts and to mod-
ernize the eguipment.

Fven so the Junkers were not sat-
igfied; they demanded and got more
subgidies. I have the official figures
for the year 1931, In thal year alone
they were paid 1000 million marks
for storing corn, withholding it from
the market in erder to keep its prics
nigh, That meant thet the people
had o pay more taxes in order that
they should pay dearer for hread.
In the same year the jnterest om the
debts of ths JFunkers was reduced
by 363 millions and they were given
tax relief of 160 millions. Wilh vai-
ious other subsidies added, the ag-
rarians were presented with more
than 1,000 miliion marks ($250,000,-
0003 in that year 1931 And with all
that money in their pockets they
eventually extorted from the Reich-
stag the famous, or infamous, iaw
which generaily prohibited the ool-
lection of debis from the agrarians.

Tnder such conditions the wvalue
of agricultural ground of course rose
enormousty. I have no exact figures
for those years but data of previous
yeery will show how, as te one form
of subsidy, protective tariffs are re-
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flected in the increaged rent of land,
From 1802 to 1906, corn duties were
stable in Germany and ground prices
increased Guring the same period by
18 per cent, a figure which may
correspond 0 the nenmal rise Tre-
suiting from the inerease of popu-
lation and the improvement of pro-
duction., In 1908 import tarifs on
corn wers doubled. AL once the
prices of ground belonging to large
estates jumped by 200 per cent, with
which trebling of the foriunes of
Junkers is to be ecoiapared the ino-
crease of only 10 per cent in the
land value of the small farms. After
the law was passed prohibiting fore-
closure of meorigages there were No
ground prices at all in Germany for
the simiie reason that no oune was
so foolish as to offer §o sell a single
fool of land, The monopoly was com-
plete.

The mines of Germany haye been
gwned partly by big companies and
partly by some aristocratic families.
The rmasters of that part of the
German land avere as effectively ut-
tressed and aided as the Junkers. I
mentioned in my previcus article the
enormous prices the people had to
pay for irom and cement. The price
of ¢oal n Germany was also twice
az high as in England. In addition,
heavy industry alsc got its subsidies
in cash, I vefer to only some oub-
standing data: the Upper Silesian |
Foundries got 36 millions, the Lower |
Silegian Mining Co. 11 millions, the
Rochiing Concern 37 millions, the
Mansfeld 'Co. 16 millions, the Sieg-
evlinder Metal Weorks 10 millions
and Rubr Mines 25 millions.

You may ask why the people tol-
erated ail this.

The answer is that be who holds
ihe land Dolds the real zource of |
power, Henry George gives & min-
ate explanation of this phenoreenon.
Germany has actually peany ruled by
12,606 Junkers and some hundred
aristocrats. With their own votes,
they wouild not have succeeded D
getting a single seat jn any legis-:
lative body. Yet their parties, the
German  National Party apnd the
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German Peopleg’ Party, managed to
get over 160 members inlo the
Feichstag. In Prussia, which covers
two-thirds of the Reich, the rela-
tions betwesn the land-owmners and
the people had hardly changed since
the time of serfdom, the people voi-
ing as the ijandiord wished they
should.

Skilled in ruling for ceniuries, the
landowners guickly accommodated
themselves fo changing political con-
ditiong, After {he bregkdown of the
Hohenzollern regime they were ifol-
erant of common people occupying
government -posts, and they even
consented to the Constitution which
wag said to override their privileges
and make the landlord formally
equal to his laborers. But they
maintained their influence undimin-
ished. With the iofling folk on their
estates and in the remote villages,
no trouble was to be feared; the
“normal” means of pressure which
are at the disposal of the landown-
er {and tradition) were sufficient to
keep them down., They used mod-
ern and politically democratic means
to harness the fownfclk and the
band of republican bogses to thelr
carriage. The higgest newspaper
and news sérvice establishment was
theirs. It was ihe Hugenberg Con-
cern which published the well-known
Berliner Lokalanzeiger and some
periodicals and the noforious “Gen-
eralanzeigers” (General Advertisers)
cheap daily papers made up to the
faste and the level of the man in
the street which Hugenberg bought
up after the War and established
in every town. Moreover, he organ-
ized the Telegraph Union, which pro-
vided thousands of mewspapers all
over Germany with s splendid news
service, and the service which sup-
plied feature articles and even en-
tire Sunday supplements in matrixes
ready for print and thersfore unsl-
terable.

I need not expiain what that prop-
aganda organization meant in opers-
tion. Its effect was {0 sway public
opinion into belleving that the in-
terests of the landowners were the
interests of the nation. Subsidizing
the landlords was the accepted pol-
iey for preserving and even savihg
the sources of subsisience of the peo-
ple: the higher tariff walls were for
the benefit of the wage earning
popuiation: increase in land values
meant increase in  the national
weaith: and so on.

There were also, of course, in Ger-
many independent newspapers, some
of them of a high level and dis-
tinguished. But on fhe one hand,
none of them realized the true po-
gition, and on the other hand all of
them were, to a gertain extent, ter-
rorized by ithe ruthlessmess of the
Hugenberg propaganda which had
monopolized patrictism.

The industrial boom lasted . for
about seven vears. Again and agzain,
intelligent men stood up and warned
against the inevilable consequences
of what was going on. I remember
having read a book discussing ihe
situation as early ag in 1825 only
a few months after the great boom
had started. The author was defi~
nitely right from a point of view of
what is called the capitalist system.
He explained tha{ standardizing in-
dustry would mean the loss of iis
elasticify of calculation. The javar-
iable part of the costs of production,
thsai is to say, the debl charges for
land, buildings and eguipment would
increagse snoermousty, and the var-
iable part, wages, would decrease
correspondingly. The producers
would become quite helpless in time
of lessening demand. Normailly, they
had been able to meet z crisis by
reducing wages and laying off their
lahorers but overhead charges had
toe be paid without regard to boom
or crisis. I demand fell, the author
argued, prices would have to go up
and the whole amounit of overhead
charge would weigh upon a smaller
amount of goods produced; yei ris-
ing prices must inevitably lezd io
another decrease of demand and so
on, in & vicieus circle.

The author demanded that a lUmit
he set ic rationalization, and others
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were just as emphatic, I right
from iheir point of view, they wers
ahsolulely wrong from the point of
view of sound economic thinking.
The advance of industrial production
must not and cannet be stopped; it
hag gone on ever sinoe somebody
made the first primitive tool. To
try to prevent men from improviag
the mezans of production is as crazy
an effort as to iry to stop men
breathing. Mo doubt under the con-
ditions existing in our world, ration-
alization has io lead to a disastrous
effect similar to that predicted in
the book mentioned; but the only
right conclusion was to alter the
whete structure of (Germman €cononmic
Hfe, an idea -which bhowever was
tabos. Thus, Germany's destiny took
itz fatal course. From the very be-
ginning we can irace how the boom
in industry was impelied and spesd-
gd and infensified as land values
rose and fhen how the further specu-
lation in land values rendered it def-
initely absurd. ’

The flow of capital which came
gver Trom Ainerica would have been
of no use if there had not been
hands 1o make the new machines.
Now in a couniry where s large por-
tion of land is covered with large
egtates there iz always abundance
of people secking employment. [
pointed to the fact that in Ger-
many 7,500,000 people weare engaged
in working on the smaller farms and
only 2,500,000 on the large estates
though the two parts of the oulli-

vated land were egual in extent.
Thus the existence of big esialss
made & difference of 5 million people
in the “labor market.” Wages were
low and low wages stlmulate indus-
trial investments. 'The increase of
ground wprices proved ancther in-
centive io nvestments and indensi-
fied the rvationalization. But high
ground prices increase the cost of
living and he who coniinues to em-
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ploy labor has to provide for iis
regeneralion whether he likes to or
not, The lahorers began ic press
for higher wages. The employers
were in & difficult position. Wikh
high prices for the ground on which
their factories were built, high prices
for building material and coal, in-
creasing taxes weighing heavily on
iheir budgets, how could they bear
the burden of rising wages? They
decided to speed up {he moderniza-
tion of their egquipment, to gei rid
of those expensive workers as quick-
iy as possible; in other words, “to
rationalize.” Yet in doing so they
caused ground-prices fo rise higher
and the cost of production rose again
-—another viclous circie.

Germany was in a state of infoxi-
cation at that time Modernize, mod-
ernize at all costs, way the only idea
that people could entertain. In 193%
the first signs of 2 crisis became
manifest. Labourers stood off by
machines met with difficulties when
leoking for other employment. In-
dustrialists and rmerchants ecom-
plained of difficulties in selling their
merchandize. The position deterio-
rated month by month, week by
week, In 1931 the crisis was in fall
swing, The ordinary means to meet
ihe crigis had failed. By resiriction
of production thingy weni from bad
te worse, Amortization, rents, in-
terest, taxes ate up everyithing.
Workers were dismissed en masse
but the employers hardly feit any re-
lief in their budget and in any case
with every worker lost fo employ-
ment a consumer had been lost as
well, The nuwmber of unemployed
went up by tens of thousands, then
by hundreds of thousands and the
number of Dbankrupicies mounted
correspondingly.

If those wise men I have men-
tioned had not stopped thinking at
the point where they ieft off they
might have reached the right rem-
edy instead of recommending a halt
io industrial progress. Had they on-
1y reflected a little upon fhe mean-
ing of the word “invariable costs”!
Whenee came these costs or to whom
were they ic be paid? Land specu-
lation had anticipated all possible
increase of production and had fove-
stalied all the value the land might

have decsdes hence. The mine-own-
ers had doubled and trebled the price
of their products so that the bare
costs of building had risen to 180 per
cent of the highesi pre~war costs in
gpite of {he new iabor saving meth-
ods, Taxes were extraordinarily high
hecause the State and the city had
to redeem the costs of dearly bought
land apd genercusly buill roads and
rafiways, or & splendid river harbour
jike that in Beriin, the owners of
which were now extorfing inordinale
iransport fees sut of the working
people, Al had gone to the land-
owners, that was the i{rus meeaning
of the ferm “invariable costs.” Ome
had worked fer them during ail
those vears.

The Greakdown of the German
banks in the summer of 18531 fur-
ther proved the truth of the theory
of the invariable costs. The indus-
irialists and the merchants were un-
able {o meet debis and interesi and
therefore the banks had to stop pay-
ment. ¥et the debis in guestion
were nothing other than the capital
invested during the prosperity, that
is the money fthe Ilandownsers had
swallowed., The invariable costs had
quickly ®become insupportable and
were simply not paid.

The government rushed In to help
the wanks which geot accommaodation
al the expense of bhilllony of marks
drawn from {he people’s taxes. Then
began the flow of olther subsidies
such as those fo the Junkers and
heavy industry to which reference
has been made, and light indusiry
had also to be subsidized by way of
helping it to meet those “invariabie
cosls.’

The crigis grew, ever deepening.
You will bardly believe what means
the government applied in aftempts
to deal with i, Herr Briining, then
Chancellor, initiated g general low-
ering of wages by 15 per cent. That
would, he said, bring about lower
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prices of cominoditiss and in cop
guence zn incresse in consumpty
with the further consequence ti
unemployment would decrease, af
gether overlooking the fact thaﬁ
there was an eguivalent decrease
both wages and prices the amog
of goods produced and  consun
would remain as before and gi
g scheme could never resull in fi
ing new employwment for ths wao
ers who were in search of it. '
&

Seven millicn men and won
{one third of the wage earning p
ple} uoemployed, the middle ol
swepl away: that wasg the posit
sboul one year afier the climax
prosperity. Progress, conditioned
it was, had rapidly produced {
most dreadful poveriy. You g
hardly imagine a more siriking
ample worked out in practioce vin
cating Hepnry George's {heory of f
private appropristion of the rent
land as the cause of social distres

Mo less exactly is worked t
Georgist theery with regard to ¢
political esnsequences of the unegy
and unjust dsiribation of wealth.
the firgt vear of the crigis the nu
ber of MNazi deputies ic the Reicl
tag rose from eight to 107, A ¥4
imter this figure was doubled. |
the same time the Communists c
tured helf of the woles of the G
man Social Democratic Party f}

the representation of the -midz
class practically speaking  diss
peared. In January 1933 Hitler w
appointed Reichskanzler; he attain
power, as I said hefore, guite leg
ly. All the forms of democracy we
chzerved. I sounds paradoxical X
it was in fact absolutely logical. I}
o guote literally what Henry Georl
bas written about the inevitable

fert of poverty om peolitical develd
ments under popular government

To put political power in the hapds
men smbitfered and degraded Ly povel
iz to tie firebrands to foxes awd 1Y
thera loose amid the standing corn
iz o pat out {he eves of 2 Samsen A
to twine his arms around the pillars
natipnal life. 4

When the disparity of sondition {in
digtribution of wealth) Increases, so d
universal sufirage makse i easy fto 8¢
the source of power, for the greaterl
the proportion of power in the hands:
thoge who . . . fortursd by wont 8
embruted by poveriy sars ready to 8
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their wotes to the highest bidder or foi-
iow the Iead of the most blatant dema-
gogue; or whoe, mads bitter by hard-
ships, may even look upon profligate and
tyrannous governmen{ with the satisfae-
ticn we may imagine the proletariang ang
slaves of Rome to have feit, as they saw
a Caligula or Were raging among fhe
rich patrigians,

(Modern tyrants prefer the lool-
ing of Jews.) Under such cirgum-
stances:

To turn a republican government inte
a despotism the basest amd most brutal,
it iz not pecessary to formally change ifg
constitution or abandon popular gleciions.
Forma are mothing when substance has
gone, and the forms of popuiar govern-
ment are those from  whick the sub-
stance of freedors may most easlly go.
Exiremes meei, and 2 government of
universal suffrage and theoretical egual-
ity may, umder conditions which impel
the change, mosi readily become a des-
potism, For thers despotisin advances In
the name and with the might of the
peopls,

@

Mo doubt in all political changes
ihe mational character alse plays ifs
part. Vet particular conditions real-
ly proveke the reaction. I do not
helieve that the Germans would
have foliowed Hitler under normal
conditions. True, Adcolf Hitler may
be the particular German specimen
of what Henvy Ceorge calls {ihe
most blatant demagogue. DBut do
you consent fo Mugsolini, the Latin
speaking tyrant? And whal about
Norwegian, Dutch, French, Hunga-
vian and Bomapian Fascists? The
(German people—or & large propor-
tion of them—were only the fixst to
follow Hitler. Others joined in iat-
er under the lead of their most
platant demagogues. Al Burope ig
either Communist or Fascist, with
few exceptions. It was not feav or
downright political stupidity that
prevented so many Buropean coun-
tries from Jjoining e the fight
against Hitler and it was not mere
meompetence that defsated France.
it was the strong Fascist forces ex-
igting in those countries and the in-
fiuence of the respective blalant
demagogues (though not yet in of-
ficial power} tbat paraiysed the
peoples; and the cutcome is that the
superlative of ail the hlatant dema-
gogues has become the leader of the
lot. Thus, national character is but
of subordinate effect, The circum-

gtances are the determipating fac-

oy,
x

The unegual distribution of wealth
makes government corrupt, Henry
Gegrge says, and “a corrupt, dem-
ocratic governmeni mmust  fingily
corrupt the peaple, and when a peo-
ple become corrupt there is no rg-
gurrection.”

I have dealt with only some oul-
standing cases of corruplion and
have not mentioned sopy of the
meany cases not directly connected
with the land guestion. But I be-
lieve ¥ have shown fthat corrpption
was the essence of whal was called
German economic life; and sorrup-
tion naturally became the fealure of
political life as well.

e220e)%))

Money alse was the chief weapon
the enemies of democracy applied
to overthrow democracy. Germa-
ny's masgters, the owners of agri-
cultyral and  industrial land, the
Junkers and the Buhr industrialisis,
had no actual love for Nazidom as
such, but they were willing fo use
it to destroy the hated Republic, “A
mere aristocracy of wealth will ney-
er struggie while it cam hope o
bribe a tyrant,” Henry George says,
which is Jjust whai the German
landlords did. Nazidom was financ-
ed as everyone knows by heavy
industry in the first place; but
the Junkers also contributed to the
millions of marks which were paid
to the leaders of the Mazl party. It
is interesting to wotice how guickly
the old German aristocragy had ac-
commodated itself to customy thaf
had heen strange to them. They
did so because with the abglition
of privileges they had really turned
inte a “mere aristocracy of wealth,”
and it proves their highly develop-
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ed political instimet thal they af
cnce realized ibhe new posilion and
acted accordingly. I is a particu-
lariy ironical side of the story, thal
the landlords bought MNazidom with
part of the money they obtainsed
from the Tepublic both in cash sub-
sidies and through the rise in land
values. The Siate had provided ils
enemies with everything they need-
ed for its destruction: with progress,
with popular government, and with
tie material fuonds necessary to
achieve the thorough organization of
tyrammy. The wall painter and cor-
poral was of course not te the taste
of the German landlords but in the
mosi important problemn he has not
petrayed his sponsors. He did not
touch the land problem. He ooly
added to ihe class of Jankers {hat
of the “Erbhofbanern’ (peasants
owning land wunder entail and pre-
hibited from morigaging) thus cre-
ating a new hereditary clasg of mid-
gle-sized Iand monopolists. 8o we
sec how the land guestion repeated-
Iy got into the focus of political life
at every turning point of the Ger-
man Republic’s fals.

&

Bimilar conditions will be of the
same effect everywhers. What hap-
pened in Germany will inevitably
happen anywhere that similar con-
ditions prevail. In scme continental
couniries it has happened already.
The Nazi regime ig not Hitler's, the
man’'s achievement. Dazidom has
grown organically oul of a votien
democracy, and the rottenness of
that demoecracy is the natursl copse-
guence of uNequal sconomic eondi-
tions; and unequal econcmic eondi-
tions obtain all over fhe world ow-
ing to the instituted privals appro-
priation of ihe rent of land. There-
fore every country is potentially a
Fascist country. Cermany is bul the
medel of & development which no
country can escape except dy the
establishment of the egual right to
ihe occupation and wse of land
Therefore 2lso there can be no last-
ing peace cven after the defeat of
MNazism if the present economic
structure of the civilized countries
remaing.  The private appropriation
of the rent of land is the deadly en-
emy of mankind,
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MEN AND POLITICS
By Louls Fischer
Bineil, Blean and Tearce, 53.58

Louis Fischer's antobiography cov-
ers the past twenty years of his
gervice as a foreign correspondent in
Euvrope, Fourteen years were spent
in  Soviet Russia. Approximately
one half of this book is devoted to
the Spanish Civil War, where Mr.
Fischer spent some two years. The
tragic picture of Europe in decay
hetween two wars is realistically
drawn., The thirst for power and
privilege secmed the sirongest uni-
versal urge., The idealism of the
League of Nations was thwarted and
finally dissipated by the perfidy of
nations unwilling, or unable, {o live
up o their demccratic creeds.

This volume containg interesting
descriptions of famous political lead-
ers, and reporis of their conversa-
tions which the author was not al-
owed fo print at the time His ac-
quaintance with Soviet personalities
and later with Spanish Loyalist
leaders was wide and in many cases
intimate. His dispalches from Rus-
&in for many years were couched in
& language that led many readers
to suspect their semi-official origin.
Without doubt Mr. Figcher believed
in the cause for which he wrote.

Journalists  assigned to Russis
were in most cases biften by the
Soviet wvirus. My, Fischer's infec-
tion lasted until the signing of the
Boviet-Nazi pact. The 1irials and
purges caused grave doubis In his
mind, and he found solace by leav-
ing Hussia for Spain and bnmersing
himself in a Republican canse. (His
explanation of the confessions by
Belshevik leaders is convincing.)

Although the degeneracy and bu-
reaucracy of the Bolshevik regime
was appareni to other observers
leng hefore the purges, Mr, Fischer
does not even fouch on such mai-
ters as the great famine of 1932-38
resulting from the forced ecollectivi-
zation of farms, the imprisonment
at hard labor under umbelievable v~

ing conditions in the Arctic timber
cataps of hundreds of thousands of
men, the building of the white sea
canal by prison laber, efc.

Estimales of deaths resulting
fromy the great famine run from
four to fen million; the number »f
political prisoners has been  esii-
mated ag high ag five million; a po-
hitical offence was a vague term
used by the G.P.U, to conscript cheap
labor; the method of rebabilitation
was o deprive a man of ail his
righis as & human being. A present
item {Mew York Times, June Z4th)
states that three hundred thousand
prizoners were used recently to build
Russia’s defenses along its bvorder

One  ean understand that Mr
Figcher's enthusiasm for Russias and
its five year plap blinded him mo-
mentarily, but in this volume there
is no admission of this.

Stalin is accordingly assigned the
role of the ‘devil’ The author now
abbors all forms of dictatorship. His
suggestions for a better society con-
tain such Socialistic measvres as
compelition between government and
private indusiry in order to prevent
monopoly or control by either side.

Max Hirsch's prognostications
about Bocialism first spoken in 1904
come to mind. They have been borne
ouf to the letter, The end product
of Socialism is always slavery.

V. BTRACH
#® # B

CASE STUDIES OF CONSUMERS 0.
GPERATIVES

By B, Hazinegs Wurner

Columbia nlversity Press, $2.50

Qf all the phases of production,
that of retail distribution is {accord-
ing te Dr. Turner) cne of the most
inefficient. It is here fhat the zmall,
independent entrepreneur may still
find a sort of opportunity.

Until  recently, even this Tield
sgemed on its way fo being closed
-—by the chain stores. But the small
merchant i3 not going o give up
without a struggle, and has been de-
manding {and obtaining) legislation
whdch will hamper the chain store
and give him an advantage. Ex-
amples of such legisiation are spe-
cial chain store taxes and price-fix-
ing laws—ihe so-called “fair trade
actz™
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48 usual, the wishes of the con-;
sumer have liitle welght in influenc-:
ing the lawmaker. I the legislature!
“gangs up” on Mrs. Housewife by5
Jumping on Piggly Wiggly and A &
P., she must do the best for herself.
that she can. Consumer goopera-’
tiveg are supposed o offer a pos--
sible way out.

Br. Turner's hook iz baged upon
actual field anslysis of cooperatives
run by Finnish-Americans in Magsa-
chusetts Michigan, Wisconsin, and .
Minnesela. Sections are devoted to
the economic accemplishmentis of co-
operatives, the advantages of coop-
eratives over private buginess, the
benefits of cooperative enterprise,
the weason for the sueccessiul devel-
opment of cooperatives, and reasong
for the absence of cooperatives in
some  communitiss, the effects of
present soeclal trends upon coopera-
tiveg, and ithe ecompmic fulurs of °
cooperatives. :

It is highly improbabis, however,
that the organization of consumer
cooperatives will solve any economic |
problems. &1 best, a <cooperative
can accomplish for ifs members what :
a labor union dees—if can secure for
them advantages in which non-mem-
pers do not share. When and if any,
consumer cogperative attains a stat- -
ure comparable with (say) 4. & P.
today, it will have used against it
the same weapons now used sgaingt |
the chain stores. Even granting |
that cooperatives can confer Dene-
fits, there iz n¢ evidence to show |
that these benefits c¢an ever become
general,

Moreover, tuming ic cooperatives |
for protection against cheating mer-
chanis cn the one hand and double-
crosging legisiatures on the other
appears to be unnecessarily circui-
tous.  Cooperation can do nothing
fhat cannot De done beiter by com-
petition. Of course, it is idle to
speak of competition when gne com-
petitor kas a blackjack and the other
onty a toothpick. Americans might
well concern themselves wilh abol-
ishing specisl privileges which make
competition one-sided, instead of al-
tempiing the impossible task of
granting new privileges which shall
just counterbalance the old ones.

41479 FREEMARTIN
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Henry George School Helds First Convention
Twe Hundred Delegates Register ai Meeting

NEW YORK, N. ¥.—The First Amnmual Convention of the Henry Qeorge
Bchool of Sccial Science convened at New York Headguariers on July 2.
Blightly more than two hundred delegates were registered. The Convention
opened with an address of welcome by Mrs. Anna George Te Mille, and con-
cluded with a gpeech by Col. the Ri. Hon. Josiah Wedgwood, M. . {London),
Col, Wedgwood's address was broadeast over New Vork's high-fidelity radic
station WQXR,

The First Annwal Convention must now be referred io in the past, but its yitality
continues to animate the present and promises o be a vital foree In the future, AN
straia of Georgists were well represented—from the still vigorous and faithful ecom-
lemporaries o near-contemporaries of Henry George to the neophyie just sut of 2
#lass in Progress and Poverty. All left the Convention refreshed and sager to comtinue
with their fask of spreading the Philosophy of Freedom.

Delegates from widely dispersed parts of the country, from California, Chicago, New
Fogland, and from Canads, broughi with them interssting and informative reports of
thelr wvaried experiences. Harmony and unily of purpose formed the indispensable
background for interchange of opinion.

Just as the reporis describing the work of the various extensions aided in {he for-
mulation of future policies, 3¢ the individual papers read during the day sessions heiped
the listeners te reshape, crystallise, or critically re-examine intelleciual experiences.
Every conceivable iapic relative to George’s philosophy and means for its propagation
was explored. The only complaint was that fhere were far too many inieresting things
izking place for ome person ito participate in ail of them,

The Trusises of the School, sponsors of the Convention, are more sncouraged than
aver to held a bigger and beiier conclave next year, The sffects of these constructive
discussions will have inspired all Georgists to siill grealer efforts than have been
made thus far,

We must all work harder than ever. There must be no slowing up, no interval of
indoience.  The Philosophy of Freedom must be tanght more vigorvously: it mwast De-
come the aceepted way of life. If it doez not become wide-spread, it will disappear.
That it must pever do! But it is ap to us to be able (o report ils ever-incressing ad-
vance at the 1942 Convention, We willl

Chicage Gets Money

CHICAGO—Nearly ocune half of the §5.-
0idt budget of the Chirags extension for
the coming school year has heen sube
soribed.  Ald pledged al the len regionn
re-imions the last week of June added
279212 to the $1,548.00 raised at the an-
nual banguel in May. An  additional
Fi02.00 was announced at  the (Com-
mencement, June 30, bringing the total
o §3,44212

Over ene-fourth of the subscriptions
are being pald on a monihly, guarterly
or semi-annual basis, s popular sub-
seription belng one doliar a wmonth.

Two  hundred 1more dollar-a-month
subscriptions would make the goal of
§5,000 needed to secure 1,000 graduates.
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No Stopping Him

CHICAGO—Mason Gafiney was not go-
ing to et Chicage down withoul one
summer c¢lass, He started a class with
a dozen bigh school and college sludents
in hiz home in Winnelks on July 16 In
September Mason goes to Harvard to be-
gin a seven vear irek through college
acmnornics.

Mo FEiffort Too Greal

NEWARI, . J—At the firgt session
of the new Teachery Training Course in
Mewark it was siscovered thai twe ste-
dents, Paul Tweed and Henneth Warren.
will have to iravel 58 miles =ach Mon-
day pight to attend the clags,

Going Affer Students

CHICAGO-—An  intensive personalized
campaign for enroliments in the fall term
will be made by over 00 grsfuates of
the Chicago extengion. Thirty teams—
one for cach olass o be formed—will vie
with one ancther to get ouwl the largest
enroliment. Each fewm will have a cap-
tain, ¥} graduates who will interview
recommended students, one who will be
in charge of poster distribotion and an-
other who will arrange f{or announce-
menig to he made at elub and chuyrch
meatings,

Herbert B, Jones, Chicagoe adman, is
preparing a bhrochure which will go to
30,008 general prospects and 2,008 rec-
vmmended names. The recommended
progpects will receive two follow-ups.

Chicago’s Gossip Sheet

CHICAGO--The first issue of Chicago
extension’s monthly bulletin, “On  the
Campus,” appesred In July., Re-write
editor, city editor and circulation man-
ager iz Rita Lechner, spring term grad-
vate. Progress of the Chicage extension
and news aboui s gradusies iz chron-
icled iz four mimeogrsphed pages.

Freeman Artist Staff

NEW YOREK, N, ¥ —Afler an zbsence
of ope month, Joha Monrce returns to
our pagss with his customary five draw-
ings for the editorial section. John sal
up nighis doing these, a8 the zopy got

to him late.

Miidred Baldwin has {we comniributions
thig month—ithe full-page '‘editorial with-
cut words” on page 225 and the Mustra-
tion for our center gpread.

The drawings which llustrate Mrs,
Mackenzie's My First Crusade” are by
Sylvia Wiren, anpd thoss for Mr. Heilig's
second article Ly JYohn Frew.

Next month, commemorating the birth-
day of Henry Georgs, we have a splendid
picture of George bimself, drawn by Mr.
Prew. And for our October isgue wa &%
pect to have another drawing by Claude
RBack,

Qur iliustrations for this issue aTe i
the form of little gsketehes  seatiered
throughout the fext, rather than a single
large picture. Which arrapgemeni do
vou prefer?

Boston Instrsctor on Holiday

BOSTON, Maszs—S, Warren Seurgils, of
the facvity of the Henry Groorge Insti-
tute of New Bngland. has gone to his
summer home st West Dover, Vi, His
active and excellent work will be missed
until he reiwins in fhe fall. Mr. Sturgis
taughi at Groton for 44 Fears
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Daunish Georgists Active

COPEBNHAGEN, Denmark-—Ths Insti-
tute for the Study of the Fundamentsl
Loaws of Political Hcopmomy scheduled a
three-day conveniion at Odense, fto b
held June 27 to 29 inclusive. The pro-
gram follows:

June 27: “Why Doex Poverty Foliow
Progresg’™ by Father Che, Nor-
lav,

June 28: “Progress and Poverty™ by D,
. Ipgsbro Holm.

“Protociion or Frae Frade™ by
Bus Bjernsr.

Juns 25: “Struggle for the Land” by Dr
V. Starcke.

“The Future of Democracy and
Ttz Realizafion” by Dr. Mortea
Bredsdorff.

¥he Freemszn obiaips this information
from the Msay, 1941 issue of “Grundskyld:
Nordic Journal for Economic Freedom
and Justice ” the monpthly publivation of
Danish Georgists, now in {fs 18th year

Margaret Bateman Feaves

NEW TORK, N. Y.—Wargaret Babe
man, Assistant Director of the New York
Hegdguarters of the Ienry George Schoot
of Soclal Scilence, has returned to Mon-
treal to resume her work with the Ca-
naddian Schools, BEvery member of the
New York Schoo! locks upon her depar-
ture as a sharp personal foss. Good luck,
RMargaret?

Miss Baleman’s dulies al Headguariers
will be taken wover Ior the present by
Jean Lackey, and the sentiments of lhose
who have been guestioned on the sub-
iect agree that the only allprnatlive pref-
erable to having either Jean or Margaret
weild be to have both.

Besearch in Bosbon

BOSTON, Masy—~4 colass for fhe siudy
of realty taxabion and ground rent is bHe-
ing organized by Winthrop L. Upion, of
the Henry George Ingtituwle of New Bng-
land. Those who wish to enter the olagy
should ecommunicats with Mr. Upton at
28 Weatley Bt., Winchester, Mass.

Any student living ouiside the Bosion
ares whoe wishes (o underiske pesearch
into the taxation metheds of his own lo-
cal community may obtain the benefif of
Mr. Upton's long ezperience in the fisld
by writing to him. Al resders of Tho
Freemasn are invited lo cooperatle.

Californians Bead Books

SAN FRANCISCO, Calif.—According to
fror Oomemon Wealth, e bulletin of San
Francisco (leorgists, there hasg been a
greal revival of interest in Henry George
among dwellers in the Bay Citiss. The
Ban Francisce Public Library has 20 oo
ples of “Progress and Poverty” but ap-
plicants have fo walt about two weeks
after resprving the hook.  The incroaped
domand has developed during the past
eightoan months., A similar situation ex-
ista in Oakland.

Chicago Tops Beoord

CHICAGOD, IL--8Spring commencemaend
brought to s close the biggest yesr In
the history of the Henry George School
in Chieago, During the year, 612 stu-
dents compieted the basic courge in 109
classes, bringing the tolal number of
graduates to 2345 since the first classes

in 1934, The number of g¢lasses and

grodustes for sach scademic year was:

Year Bading Classes Gradustes
1935 5 64
1936 3 1
18937 45 234
1928 43 val
1939 &1 543
1940 27 560
1941 pivh £i2

The figures for 1341 inciude the 17
sraduates of Milwaukee's firslt class,

In addition to the =lementary colasses,
21 advanced classes added 38 “graduste
students”™ to make fhe tolal number of
advanced studenis 233 for the year.

Student Writes on George

NEW TYORK, N. Y.—In the 1541 year
book of Teshiva College, “"Masmid,” sev-
en pages are dewvoted fo an articie by
Graduate Hyman J. Laks on “Heary
Gaorge and a Balanced Heonomy.” Mr,
Iaks sonclufdes hiz articie with the fol-
lpwing paragraph:

“as a brilliant and able exponent of
spcial reform, the pogition of Ceorge i3
gecure, His work s a ringing desunci-
ation of the prevailing opder of inegual-
ity and class conflick, amd is s chal-
lenges that our ecivilization cannot afford
to igmore. To thoughtful men it should
ke a5 gource of renewed hope in the abil-
ity of mankind ip solve social and esco-
nomic problems without reseorting to the
violation or suppression of the vights
cherished by the Individusl”

Teshiva College is a school for the
training of Orthodox Jewish Rabbis,

Lab Session Farns Profit

CHYCAGD, Ni—The econemisis™ bus
tour, reported in The Freeman Iast
month, not only paid dividends in edsica-
tion, bat made z cash profit of $A.00,
according to ©On the Campus, the nsw
publication of the Chicago BExisasion of
ihe Henry George School of Boecial Bei-
ence.  The surplus will bs used to pro-
mote 3 similar tour pexi fafl

Matrimonial Burean Suggesbed

CHICAGD, T, —apropog of the news of
hymeneal orgles in Newark, the sugges-
ticn iz made that the Henry Georgs
School opes s matrimonial bureaw, with
the slogan A HSpouse With Each Diplo-
e,

In the meantime, the Chicago Hxtengion
will try to get along without the bureau.
Amor, Hros, Copid & Co. are hard at
work in western ierritory. The score zo
far: one wedding-Willlam Radke and
Tssbel Milligan--snd two engagemenis:
Otip Bicigte and Mabel Rirmingham of
Berwyn, and Richard Irmiter and Ina
Hatcher of Heanston.
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Badio Petiticn Clroulated

NEW YOREKE, N, ¥ —i graduats of th
Henry George School of SBoeial Selence
whoge business iz in radio, asseris em.
phatically that brosdessiing siations wil
be esger to pul Georgist speakers on tha
air if we convines them that there is
lstener demend. The BSchool hag &
cordingly prepered forms for & “Forum’
Listeners’ Petition” with spaces for sig-’
natures,

These formg are being issued o ali
students and mstractors sl Wew  York |
Hesdgwsriers and ai many of the Exien-
sions,  Fvery Georgist In North Americs |
should cooperate by oblaining signalures
for this pelilion, Hach sheet contains
spaos for 22 signatures;
many sheets as you can use.  Address re—
guesis to New York Headouarters, 304
East 20th Sireet.

Lab Manual Available

CHICAGO, ¥i.—The lsborgiory manual
which was used by the Chicago Exien-
sion nf the Henvy George SBchool of So-
cisl SBeience for their “Heonomisizs™ Bus
Tour of Chicago™ iz avallable to sindents
amd teachers for 25c. Orders should be
addressed to Sulte 600, 64 W, Bandoiph
Bt., Chicago.

The manual iz brimm full of factual in-
formation concerning Chicago land use
and abuse, Typical of the daia is the
fart that!, according to the Chicage Her-
ald-American of Jons I, 1945, 159 of the:
ipop ares (Chicage's principal busines
section) is now occupied by parking lots
the buildings which formerly stood upon
them having been demolished (o esc:ape':‘
taxes. -

Extension secreiaries would o well oy
eommunicate with Chicage and get the
details of the laboratory idea. It can be
applied to any lown. 1

Mew Georgist Paper

CHICAGD, NL—The Chicago Extensiol
of the Heary George School of Social

Seience has begun the publication of a
mimeographed news leaflst of four pages
called On the Campus, -
The idea of geiting owt a Tocal paper
giving news of sxtension activities de
sorves careful comsideration by all ex- |
tengion gecretaries.  If 2 mimeograph !
maching is available, the expense iz al-
most negligible, Such papers can sup-
plement The Freeman in 2 most uvseful
by prometing gzoed fesling and
solidarity” among extension stu-

Hesearch in Lowisiana

NEW ORLEANS, La-—The Benjamin
Fraaklin Besearch Sociely announces the
publiestion of a pamphlet, “America’s
Future” whick iz devoted largely to ibe
guestion of uneconomic land uze {or &is-
wge). Readers of The Freeman may ob-
tain coples by writing to W. E. Clement, |
Seeretary, at 511 Gravier 3t
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British Georgisis’ New Address

LONDON, Brgland—Ths offices of the
British journal Lamnd & Liberty wers de-
siroyed by bombing., However, much of
the more valuable of the material for-
merly kepi there had already been scai-
tered in different parts of the couniyy,
anrd  ithe coptemts of the office safe,
ihough charred, were still serviceabls
after the fire,

British (eorgists have publizhed a new
book, “Why the German Eepubiic Fell”
The Robert Schalkenbach Foundaiicn, 20
B, 2%th Bi., M. Y. C., is expecting a sup-
ply of these books, which will be of-
ferad for sale at 75c each.

Correspondence  should  be  addressed
¢lo Vacher & Sons, Lud., Weslminster
Houvsge, Great Smith St, Londen, SW. I,

{lasses in Far Tast

NEW YORK, N, ¥.—The Henry George
School of Scelal Science s to have sto-
dents in the Far Easi, The focal point
for the new sphere of aclivity wili be
Maniia, F. L

This Iatest extension of the work of
ine SBchool iz the resuli of the efforis of
Gens Inocencio, a receni graduate. BMr.
Inocencio is at present in New York, He
has arranged for ihe books and lesson
sheets 1o be handied frown a Manila of-
fice, 28 ithe great distsnce and conse-
guent delavs make it inadvisable for the
courses io be handied directly from New
York,

Mr. Inocencic axpects eveniualiy to re-
turn to Manila, and will {hen assume par-
sonal direclion of the Philippine Isglands
Extension,
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The Freemar does noel pecessarily sp-
dorse  opinjons expressed in signed or
initialed eontributions or staterments in
nEWE  reporis, assuring the widest free-
dore of expression to its writers. Con-
tributions consistant with the poliey of
The Fresman arp weleomed; no pavient
is made, for the writers coniribute their
services as & Hving endowment tc the
cause Ior which The Freeman stands.

Born in Scotland in 1861, Alexander
Familien was the sen of what Sir Wal-
ler Scott would have called ‘g douce
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guldmans wha held his ain pign.”” Hisg
childhood was spent on & ranch of about
I acres which was improved so much
by undergraining, lHming, Ureaking up,
ete., that ai the end of his father’'s os-
apancy the rent was doubled. Of ihis
Mr, Famillon =ays, A& lesson in land-
ordism.”

At sixteen he decided to Issrn a itrade
i order o work his way io the New
World whers he could be Bis  own
“laird.” So he learned masonry and have
ing eurned his passage, came o Americs
when he was twenty-vne. When he toldg
the immigration eofficisl his name, the
cfficer said, "If wyou ¢ ag well in this
couniry as  your Jlusiricus name-sake
yvou will ke sl right”  Bet Ilamilion
says he found he had Umuck more in
common with Thomas Jefferson  than
with 1oy illusiricus name-sake”

For many years, in many States and
in Cancda Hamilton continued hiz “stone-
bewing.” Hs became a mamber of the
Hnighis of Tabor in Victoria, AL the
first mesting he asked for Hieralurs ex-
plaining more fully ihe aims and objects
of the Inights snd was handed a8 copy
of “Progress and Poverly!

In 18EE, with W. W. Porrester and
Thomas Turnbull he published from New
Westminster a litile montkly paper calied
“The Single Tax Adwvecate” which set in
metion the influences that led paris of
iern da to make a desp thrust
ainsl land monopoly. They took most
of the taxes off improvemenis and le-
vigd them sinst lapd values,

e moved in 1302 io a farm on Pender
Island but not #i 1909 did he achisve his
life's ambition: ‘'io reach a position
where I could apply my own labor to
Daee Natuve's breast dirsctly—when it
would become unnecessary for me to ask
iesve of any Tellow ereature for lberty
to produce wealih”™

Freeman Writer Goes Over

NEW YORE, N, ¥.-—A& memberof The
Freemar'zs staff of voluuteer research
workers prepared an arlicie on interna-
tional frade, which was zccepted by 2
poptar monthly magazine, Since the edi-
tors of The Freeman had collaboraled on
the article, the writer decided o con-
tribute the check to the School,

Cost of Defense Profits

NEW YORK, N, T—4& Iriend of the
Henry George School has a printing
business, and hag accepied a number of
arders from the Federal Government in
connection with the defense program, ie
has just been informed that in order to
hoid the business he must hire a num-
ber of armed gusrds to patrel his piani,
and =lse Luild partitions 1o divide his
shop into roeomsg,  The regulatisms will
commil him o a $2,000 onilay.

Rezders of The Freeman who plan to
take advantage of the anticipaied hoom
resuiting from war orders take notlce,

Favitation o Beaders

The Freeowan nesds more subscribers.
In order fo get them, 1 must become a
better magazine, You can help make it
Better if you will, by your criticisias and
suggestions, FPlease make your criticisms
as specific as you can; we gZet some vague
complaints which are useless to us, be-
eange they dom't engble uy 0 puwl our
finger on anyihing., I youw and the
teachers in your Bxiension are nol uging
The Freeman n thoele teaching, why not?
Experiencs hag shown  that thepretical
waching iz useless without practical ox-
amples; i1 iz such axamples ibal we Wy
to supply in The Freemen. If they are
not practical encugh, don’t mopes and
keep your mouth ghut; tell us, 50 we can
Ao bettey mexl time,

The news pages are, in one respect, the
most Important section  of  the  Daper.
Plegse oooperate by sending in Dews

itamn 1owosnr locality,
A portioon of a talll on The Froemam,

delivered hefore the Conference delegated,
appears in ihis issue on page 233
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The Ifollowing guestions and answers
on Georgist doctrines are sslected from
Louis ¥, Post’s “The Taxation of Land
Falues,” and sadited to bring them up-
to-date:

3. What is the difference befween spec
watisn in land snd in other kinds of
property?

A B el the products of the world
wers cornered by specuistors, but iand
were free. new products would soon ap-
pear and the il effects of ihe specula-
fien wouwld guickly pass away. But if sl
the land were cornersd by speculators,
though everything else were free, the
peopie would Immediately and thence-
forth be dependent upon the speculators
for a chanes to live. That iihestrates the
difference,

€. How cam it be pessible that specmia-
tive lamd valoes cause business depres-
sions when, as any business man will tell
you, fhe whole item »f lsnd valog—
whether ground remt or inferest on par-
chase-money—is one of the smallest items
in every business?

A. You overiook the fact that the item
of speculative rent is the only item which
ths business man does not gel back
again. The cost of his goods, the ax-
pense of clerk hire., the rent of his build@-
ing, the wear and tear of implements,
are all received back, in the course of
normal buginess, in the prices of his
goods, Hven his ground remf, to the ox-
tent fthat it iy normal (i e, what it
would ba if the supply of land were de-
termined alone by land in use. and not
affected by the land thai ig held out of
use for higher walues), comes back 1o
him in the sense that his aggregate prof-
its are that wmuch grealser than they
wonld be where ground rent was less.
Eut the extra ground rent which ke is

oblized o pay in consoquence of the
abnormal searcity of land i a dead

weight; it does not come baek o him.
He can not recoup his excessive ground
rent or purchase-price uniess or until his
gite rises in true value {o the Iewel of
itz spectdative valus,  Therefors. even it
infinitesimal in amount, as compared with
the other sxpenses of his businoss—and
that i5 by Do means admitied—it s the
one expense which may break a thriving
business down. Begides. it iz mot alone
the ground rent paid by the business
man for his location that bears down
upon his business progperity: the weight
of abnormally high land values in gen-
eral presses upoen business in genaeral,
and by obstructing the flow of frade
forces the weaker business units to thas
wall, It is not guite safe to deduce gen-
eral economic principles from the ledoers
of particular business houses.

Extension secretaries who do not send
in their news ltems o The Freeman ars
neglecting  an  important opporiunity,
What happens in your corner of the
workd may seewm preity humdrum to ¥ou,
but depend wpon i, somebedy a thou-
saird miles away will be interested. Even
i you only have a Geosrgist bridge party
or pieunic, people in other places will read
about it and enjoy it

The news pages are the most disfieylt
te flil up, simply because the news is
not ssnt in, or arrives late. ¥t ghould
reach us by aboul the 19th of each month.
If T am shy an article, T can ustally man-
age to fill ap the space; if worse comes
to worst, ¥ can write ome mysslf. But
if the news doesn’t come in, there’'s ao
way I can get it

Encourage your students fo write for
The Freeman, We need wriiers—that is,
writers who are willing to do real work
in digging out facts. Talk aboui The
Freeman to your students, and get iheir
reaction te it; then let us know. As
long as our paper is the work of a half-
dozen people who provide most of the
material for esach Issue, it will be 2 sec.
ond-rate paper. Are you doing your part
t¢ make it a first-rate paper? You
nesd 't do very much, WNo individusl
need do very much, if only a great many
will cooperate. If yow are doing aoth-
ing about making The Frecman a batter
paper, why aot? If's largely up to you,
you know,

Bditors have their troubles., esgpecially
when fhose upon whom they should rely
display indifference and  apathy. The
bright spot in The Freemwan's sky is the
arfigt staff. I cannot zpeals with suf-
ficient enthusiasm for the people who
draw our pictures, Getting scmebody io
write ‘an article, or even a book review,
is like pulling teeth; bui getting an art-
ist to draw a picturs i3 3 pleagure.

John Monroe, of course, has been draw-
ing pictures for uws almost since the be-
ginning. Reeently we have added pie-
tures by Mildred Baldwin, Claude Buck,
and Bds Casterton, all of Chicago, and
by John Frew, Hubbell BbcBride, and
Sylvia Wiren, all of New York. In ad-
dition, credit goes to the Horan BEngrav-
ing Company, managed by one of our
graduates, who provides us with the culs
az hiz coniribution to the School. ‘T
me, the cooperation, the relisbility aof
these peopls i3 a marvel amd a desp
gratification, They are doing their part,
and 3 good deal over,

If every ome connscted withk the School
wowid do his part just hali as well, we
could publish a paper which people
wonld fight (o gef.

PAUL, PEACH
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I maintain that we should stop using |
YProgress and Poveriy” as s text book|
except for advanced and purely acaderic |
study, We had once over five million |
coples of this book in cireulation, and ]
Failed to effect our reform. MNow we have
# pality few hundred thousand, and I
belizve that even i we again finatly reach
five million, we will fsil again. I pro- |
vose instead that we wdge “Protection or
Free Trade?’ as an introductory text, o

If we will present our reform in thi
o In some equally practical way, the
American peoples will accept i,  They
naed it now, desperately. Bat i we
propose io them now, a5 we have al
through the past, to bulld “theaters and
baths” for them, they will still refuse ws!
their confidence-—"'philosophical” or “ma-~ )
thematical” fmprovigations by such bright:
youngsters as Zalles and Peach notwith-*
standing, ;

Aram Baghian, Boston.

Hditor’s Nolzs: The conciuding reference
in Mr. Bashian's letter iz to papers read
at the First Iniernational Conference of
the Heary Seorge Schooi by Reginatd;
Zalles and Pauwl Foach.

® % -

Some months ago you had an article in
Tha Freeman concerning the Climax Min- |
ing Company. It was a splendid plece
of work, I am in a position where I hap- ]
pen to kanow the situation, T am engaged §
in mining, in & small way, within a2 few
miles of the Chimax mime. I have been
there ofien, amd have frst hand knowls
edge of the woy the mine has operated
and ita growth and profiis. ;

Incidentaily, about 150 miles scuth=
east of the Cliznax is a deposit of molyb-
denite fhalt is probably the greaisst in
the world. Where &hs Climax has &
mountain of ore, low graede but lending
itaetf to open pit mining., the deposit I
refar {6, and which T have personally in- |
spected, is a vein upthrust in the mid- |
dle of a mountain, and will average over |
80 feet in widih, 1800 feet in height above |
milisite level. and extends for over 600
feet across the mounniain, with constant
ocifteroppings.  The ore assavs over Jdouble
in wvalue ibat produoced ad Chlmax, but |
the Iatter hes steadily orevented itz de |
velonment.

Vernox J. Roze, Hansas City.

Bditor's Note; “Climax,” the article fo |
whick Mr. Rose refers, was hy David
Asch and appearsd in our Febroary is-
sue. The Freeman iakes hugs pride in
the work of ¥Mr. Asch, which has won
high praise from a greai many crities.




Tha Freaman, Auvgusi, 1941

At the Convention

Two delegates came to the Coavention with tomahawks, looking for the
editor of The Freomua—lhese Wers Edith Siebenmann of Chicago and Flisa-
heth Breese of Syracuse, M. Y. Toth had had their names spelied wrong in
vecent issues of The Freeman. Affer much persuasion, they reluctantly
agreed to lay aside foeir tomahawks and shake hands.

Bome of the delegates came considerable distances; Helen enbigh of Ber-
keley, Calif., hung up the record, bul the Linoola family from Phoeniz were
close seconds, and Richard H. Cole of Houston, Texas, next in line. M Cols
faels that it is rather illiterate of New Vorkers to pronounce Houston as if
the Hous rhymed with Mouse. The Deep South was rvepresented by Hdgas
Bridge of West Palm Beach and the prairie vountry by br. Lydia Johnson of
Pierre, So. Dak,

The firet meseting of the Lord High Office Boys of the Henry George
Schoot took place at the conveniion, attended by Ed Boss (Philadelpbia),
Horeld Pewer (Boston), John Monroe (Chicage)y with Teresa MoCarthy
(Mewark) presiding. (It may not seem gquite fair to classify Teresa as ab
office boy; she never looked lovelier than she did at the Convention.)

The Convention may have been dry in somse respects, but the BSoeotch was
on tap twenty-four hours a Gay in the pairsen of Jobn Grrremay (Boston)
who, despite forty years in Beantown, has not become Irish whatsoever.

Part of the Chicage delegation stayed over the week end. Wilecn Campbell
and Edith Siebenmann (Ro misspelling this time!) seemed to enjoy it, but
Henry L. T. Tiderman, director of the Chicago Extension, was impatient to
get back to his job. We all do so love to be on the job, don't we 7—especially
when the boss is looking.

Wathan Hibman, Director of the artford Fxtension, couldn't come, but
Hartford was represented by James MeNaliy and Ethel Stapmard. Hr, Mc-
Mally had the privilege of presiding over the reading of a splendid paper o0
forestry by Lawrance Rathbusn (Comecord, N. H.J,

Aram Basbian (Boston) thought some of the papers were too theoretical
and visionary, while Banford Tarkas (Brookline, Mass.} thought the sclen-
tific aspect cught o be stressed more. Mix egual portions of sach for an
average. Boston did well for itself at the Convenlion—papers by John BE.
Tichels and Reggie Zalles, and more delegates than any other communily
outside the New York arvea. The iy gex was represented by Grace rakl and
fsabel HWiein, Jobm Codinan, dean of the Boston School, was cbvicusly proud
of his group—with reason. And white-haired, smiling Winthrep Upton, of
Boston’s Statistieal Depariment, won everybody's heart, espectally that of
the Assistant mditor of The Freemsan.

Jerry Walsh {Montreal) arrived early-—two days before the Convention
started. He, too, started to win everyhody with his charm; bt now every-
one in New York is sere at him, because he ook Margaret Batemnan back to
Canada with him.

wext to Boston, Philadelphiz had the largest representation—five dele-
gates. They wers Glive Moore, Bammuel L. Green {not to be confused with
our own Lancasber Grosne) Lester Jenks, Julian Hickek, and, of course, Td
Boss, And there were more MNew Englanders—Fred Horner of Bomerville,
Mass., and Mrs. ¥ A, Faust of Woodbury, Conn. Grace Colbrem vegistered
from Mew Canaan, Conn., but she dossn't feol anybody; Grace ig n citizen of
the world., Jean Lackey registersd from Delavan, Wis., but she didn't fool
snykody ¢ither. Jean ig our new globe-trotting Acting Asgistani Director.

There were about two hundred delegates allogether. Most of them, of
course, were from New York and New Jerscy, We thought of them a8 part
of the recepiion commities, pather than as guests. Bul among themn was one
of the Grand Peopie of the Georgist movemeni—{hardetie Schetber of Worth-
port, M, ¥. We New vorkers have a soft spot in our hearts for Misg Schei-
ter, and were glad to ses her in guch good health and spirits.
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¥ wou want live liustrations to help
you in teaching, ook in this column. It
is made to your opdsr-—a Teacher’s Index
to The Freemsn, No matier how 2004
your tesching is, you <an improve it by
asing better, mors modern  ilustrations.
Get them from The Freemazn, and find
them in The Indes.

E # *

fieferences at the begipning of each
entry ave to fhe manuals. F & P 84
means Progress and FPoverty, T.esson 8,
Ouestion 4 Other references 4are page
numbers in FThe ¥roomat.

v & ¥ 7:12—"Transportation is Pro-
Auction’ (2193, The distinction between
prodguetion, which ipeludes all the steps
i mefting wealth e the conzumer, and
diztribution, which is the process by
which are alioited ihe shares of land,
igbor and capital, is not alweoys readily
graasped by the peginping student. Em-
phasize I

P & P 4:21—"How the German Repub-
e Was Undermined” (230} Show how,
when ihe producer is geprived of a just
share in his product, we must provide
him with a negative incentive—that s,
the desire to escape punishment: he must
be reduced io the siatus of a slave.

¥ & P S Lel's Abolish the Price
System’™ {331} See aise “OPAY and
History™ (234,

¥ & P 452 Case Studies af Consu-
mery” Cooperaiives’’ (2343,

p & P i14:38—How ihe German Be-
public Was Undermined™ {2303, Current
nigtory bas Do INGTE Tmportant  iesson
for us than the fale of German democe
racy. Fiitler came o DOWET by perlect-
1y constitational mneans,

P & F T 3~ My First Crusade’”’
a6y, Al of us find i easy io believe
thai which we wigh to be frue Since
such beligf is nsusily the reguit of self
deception, we gannot call i hypacrisy s
and ils guasi-singerity makes it the more
Aifficult to deal with.

P & ¥ T £:30—"The Armamant of De-
mocracy” {228).  There is n great temp-
tation hers to bring in sitgatratinns from
enrrent history. Such an attempt sh_@u!d
be made with ihe wmost digeretion, i ak
all, since neither ihe Heary George
sehout neor the (Georglst philogephy  are
properly either sqpterventionist’” ar *'iso-
Jationist.” Remember thal people a2 2
rale 4o not react rationplly fowrardd
gquestions with which they have a per-
sonal conceri, Decauss of race, national-
ity, seif-interest, atg, I you must dis-
cuss wars, ry fo pick a war in tho dis-
cussion of which your studeni will not
pe upder a paychologioal hsndicap.




A CRITICAL EXAMINATION OF SOCIALISM AS A REM-
EDY FOR SOCIAL INJUSTICE AND AN EXPO-
SITION OF THE SINGLE TAX DOCTRINE

By MAX HIRSCH

This book 13 indispensable 1o evervone who wishes to learn the
basic distinction between societies built on the principles of individ-
ualism and freedom, and those whose conceptions are totalitarian,

1. What Socialisse Beally &5, Out of the con-
flicting and frequently indefiniis programs of the
various Boclalist groups, Hirsch isclates the es-
sentisl factors, and tells vou what Socialism real-
Iy is, and what Socialists really want.

2. Biarxizt Valoe Theories. Hirsch explaing
Marx’s theories of value and surplus value, and
demonstrates both their lack of logic and their
complete inconsistency with actual faets,

3. Cenfusion Explained. Hirsch demonstrates
the confusion which lies at the bottom of Social-
ist thinking about the factors of “competition
and monopoly.”

4. Spcialism Unsclentific, Hirsch shows us
that Socialism, denying natural law in the zo-
cial gciences, is unscientific and hence incapable
of either the prediction of future economic con-
seguences or of describing the actual work-
ings of a Socialist economy. This explains why,
despite the thousands of books advocating So-
cialism, not one of them has ever atfempied to
describe the working mechanism of a2 Socialist
Bociety,

The Freeman Corporation
30 Fasi 20tk 5t., Wew York

Enclosed find Two Dollars. Send *lemoctiacy Ver.
sus Bocialism™ by Max Hirsch, and THE FREE-
MAN for one year to

5. Individual the Basie Unit, Hirsch proves
why it Is necessary Lo consider the individual as
ihe real and basic unit on which all societies are
built and from which all social analysis must
hegin,

6. Prediction Based on Fundamentals. He
gives g picture of the social, economis, and po-
litical eonsequences of a Socialist stale, using as
his starting point the Sccialist program, and the
picture he drew in 1801 lcoks like a photograph
of any of the modern totzlitarian states—Italy,
Germany or Russia.

1. George’s Just Seclety. Hirsch then demaon-
strates that the proposals of Henry George are
the only basis for a just society, and considers
and refutes some of the well-known objections
made to George’s analysis.

When Hirsch was I London in the
agarty days of this cenlury, I saw him
frequently and discussedat greatlength
the labor that he bad put into his werk
The wide reading of Sociulist Néeraturs,
inn the eriginal language of the authors,
the pationce amdd the care expendsd in
his seavch for sotrces of evidence of
e camses of poverty, his zeal in pro-
ducing a work without asimus or ran-
cor are to be considered as the rich
gualities of a singwlarly fine mind.

FRANCIS NEILSTON.

4972 Pages -- Cloth Bouad
PRICE 3$2.00 PREPAID

Subseription for The Freeman for one
year included in this price




