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ENVENHQN CR!PPLED

The inventor of a £10,000 ho.u,se heated by solar
means said ftaxation duthorities. had ruled that he
would have fo pay tax on the difference between the
cost of his heating and that of conventional methods.
Because of thiy taxation ruling, the project was being
handed over to a Canadlan firm.

The inventor, Mr. Leslie Gardner, said his 10-
room house could be heated and power could be pro-
vided for cooking by solar energy for 2/- a week. To
provide the same facilities with coal, coke, and elec-
tricity would cost £2/10/- a week.

The foregoing strikingly illustrates that. the DOWeEr,
to tax is the power to destroy. The inroads of taxa-
‘tion officialdom into all realms of life is being all teo
passively accepted. What is needed is a burning moral
conviction that arbltrary confiscation, even by Go-
vernments, of honestly earned wealth, is as wrong as
chattel slavery.

Data from “Age,” Feb. 9, 1957.

CHANGE IN LABOR’S LAND TAX POLICY

“Age” (18/3/5%) reports that an important change
in Labor's land tax policy was made at Federal Labor
conference that day in Brisbane.

Conference decided that in future, La.bor pohcy
would-favor the imposition of overall ummproved land
value taxation on a Federal basis.

- This poliey would be put into effect by the next
Labor Glovernment,

- Previously Labor pohcy was for 1mp031t10n of Fede-
ral land tax only on a holdmg totalling more than
£10,000.

This change is one .of the most important develop-
ments within the last 40 years in. the Labor Party.
Labor introduced the original Federzl Land Tax as a
measure to “break up the big estates.” It was on a
sliding secale with originally a £5,000 exemption and
these two blemishes made it something of a class tax
rather than a full scale endorsement . of the principle
of land value taxation.

A. R. Hutchinson, B.5c.,, Editor.

The change in policy now links the Labor Party
clearly with the principle of land value faxation with-
out exemptions. It has still to be Implemented but the
first important step is the recognition and declaration
of the principie ag an ohjective, ;

To this encouraging development: several factors
have contributed: First is our own consistent pres-
sure in conjunction with our fellow Georgists in other
States pointing out the need for such change. A par-
ticularly important approach on these lines in New
South. Wales last year was reported in, the “Stan-

- dard.”

Another is the split within the Labor ra,nks result-
ing in two rival parties competing for electoral sup-
port. This has caused a re-examination of objectives
the need for which would not otherwise have been

seen.
NATIONAL ROADS PLAN

The Auystralian Transport Advisory Council met in
Sydney in March fo consider a national roads policy.
It had before it a “needs” programme involving
£1600,000,000 over the next ten vears. Of this Victoria’s
target was £346,000,00 to bring our roads and bridges up
to a reasonable standard.

Unanimity seems to have been reached on what is
needed but not on how the bill is to be met. The
chvious hope of the States was that big brother Com-
moinwealth Government would undertake the odiurm of
finding the finance from faxpayers and then play
Santa Claus fo the States. But no committments have
beent accepted by that Government.

Roads are essentially a matter for the States and
the finance to put them inito good order should come
from a rate upon those benefited by the roads propor-
tionate to the amount of their benefit.

The real beneficiaries from good roads are not the
motorists or hauliers that use the roads. Roads are
essentially a service to property owners and better
roads will be reflected in increased land values.

It is not simply rural values that are benefited by
arterial roads but more strongly the Iand values in the
terminal cities and towns served by them. Road users
are actually doing the property owners a service in
using them because their cost and excellence would
not inerease land values unless people did make use
of the service.
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The commonsense and equitable source of finance
is to impo »"s, Main Roads Rate on the unimproved
land values of the whole State. “This would not be

burdensome con rural areas for three-guarters of the

yield would come from ecities and towns: New South
Wales had such a Main Roads Rate at 1d. in the £
of unimproved value. The amount is inadequate and
should be increased. Other States should follow and
extend this course.’

'IMPLICATIONS OF FREE TRADE
Assaglt on the Land Problem

All wealth is produced by the interaction of labour .

and natural resources. Of these resources, most, such
as sunshine and the sea, are as yet more or less un-
restricted in their availability to labour. Land, how
ever, is.not. Land is the product of ne man’s labour,
and hence is not morally the right of any man, any
more than the air we breathe belongs morally to one
man to ration out to the rest of us at his own price.

" The analogy of air is, I think, a .fair one, since
ajr, like land, is a natural product which has been
created by mo man, and on which we are utterly de-
pendent for our very existence. Let us imagine for
a moment that a restricted section of mankind
managed in some way t0 secure the exclusive “right”
to the air about this planet. 'That would entitle
those people who “owned” the air to rent some of it
to other men. But at what price? A man cannot
live without air, and the air-owners would know .it.
Hence they would be able to demand from a man who
wished to live, his full income, minus just that sum
which he needed to purchase the other commodities
which were equally indispensable to- his existence.
If improved methods of production were invented this
would merely increase ‘the amount of rent the air-
dwneérs could demand, since a man would thereby
havé more money left over after satisfying his other
deéemands, which they could effectively claim for en-
abling him to live at all. .

Certain factors might to an extent modify the
monstrous expropriation of the air-owners. For ex-

ample, there might be competition between them at.

first, as a result of which some would offer air at a
lower price than others. Oh the other hand, there
wotuld be a speedy realisation of their common inter-
ests, which would very soon be mirrored in the creation
of an “airless class,” whose members periodically died
of asphyxiation. This would serve to intensify the
demand for air, and hence the price the air-owners
could command—By Roy Douglas.

HENRY GEORGE AND MOSES

“Leader and servant of men! Lawgiver and benefactor! Toiler

toward the promised land seen only by the eye of faith! Type

of the high souls who in every age have given to. earth its heroes

and its martyrs, whose deeds are the precious possessions of the

race, whose memories are its sucred heritage! With whom among
the founders of empire shall we compare him?”

Millions of copies of Henry George’s famed lecture

on Moses were distributed in the United States last
year — by Paramount Pictures.

The lecture was specially produced — and very
very handsomely — as twenty-page brochure, being
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used to promote public interest in Paramount’s spec-
tacular film “The Ten Commandments.”

Mr. Cecil B. de Mille in the foreword writes:

“In doing research for ‘The Ten Commandments’
we naturally read everything we could lay our hands
on about its subject. Inevitably, then, we came upon
and studied this lecture on Moses, delivered by Henry
George in 1878.

“I confess that my first interest in this lecture
stemmed from the fact that Henry George was my
father’s -friend and the inspiration - for some of my
Tather’s best dramatic work. It was in Henry George’s
house that I made my first venture into amateur
theatricals, when I was about eight years old; my play-
mates were his children, one of whom later married my
brother.

“But — as I might have expected — I soon found,
upon reading this lecture, that it has an intrinsic
interest and value which go beyond my affectionate
personal memories of its author.

“This, I believe, is one of the two finest summaries
in our language of the character and achievements of
Mogses, the other one being Sir Winston Churchill’s
chapter on Moses in ‘Amid These Storms, in which
Churchill Jidentifies Moses with ‘the most decisive leap-
forward ever discernible in the human story. -

- “Conditions. have changed . . . since Henry George
made this application of Mosaic doctrmes to the world
of 1878 — but his estimate of Moses as prophet, law-
giver, and leader of men has an enduring validity
and grandeur. The majesty of Henry George’s langu-
age matches the majesty of his subject.

“For the purpose of this edition, I have lent to
Paramount Pictures my personal copy of Henry
George’s ‘Moses,” which is ordinarily never far from
my hand and the underlinings reproduced are those
which I have made in my own copy, marking the
passages which were of greatest value to me in re-
creating the intensely dramatic and human story of
one. of the very greatest men this world has ever
known.”

When Paramount Pictures were “shooting” the
film in California nearly two years ago, they ordered
copies of its edition of “Moses” from the Robert Schal-
kenbach Foundation, New York, the American pub-
lishers of Henry George’s books and related writings.
That was done at the instance of Mr. de Mille, who
wished the cast to get the “Havour” of the character’
of Mdases. Paramount published its own edition sub-
sequently, sending copies to libraries and elsewhere,
Miss Peterson, secretary of the Foundation, learning
of this by mere chance, immediately sought to borrow
the plates to print further copies, but so heavy had
the first printing been that they were completely worn
out. Using the offset process, the Robert Schalken-
bach Foundation has since produced its own edition.
This, too, has been exhausted and a further brinting

is being considered.
Land and Liberty, January, 1957,

HAVE YOU RENEWED YOUR SUB.?
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By E. B. DONOHUE

OPPOSITION ACTIVE

There is an evident concerting of actron by those
opposed to site-value rating to seek some m_od1ﬁcat10ns
in their favor.

- Mr. B. 5. B. €ook, of Malvern, has had several.

letters in the “Age” and has apparently swayed his
Malvern South Branch of the Liberal-Country Party to
seek an investigation of the operation of site-value rat-
ing in Malvern, He disputes the claims of rating re-
- formers that “about 75 per ¢ent” of homes pay less
under that basis. An attack in the name of this
Branch but unsigned was published in “Malvern Ad-
vertiser,” and answered by the General Council fof
Rating Reform, who pointed out that proportions bene-
fiting under the change eould be easily checked from
the rolls which print both values and sought co-opers-
tion of this and other branches of political parties to
make such a comprehensive survey.

This was followed up with direct invitations to
the branches to appoint representatives for this pur-
pose.

The Liberal-Country Party conference had several
motions before it from branches relative to pro-
posed amendments of the Loecal Government Aet on
site-value rating. These were referred to the Party
Executive with power to act. The man who had most
to say on. these motrons at the conference was Mr.
B. 5. B. Cook.

Comments and other mformatlon relative to the
proposed amendments have been submitted by the

General Council for Rating Reform to the Liberal- .

Country Party Executive -and appear elsewhere in this
issue.

© In Broadmeadows the same clique of councﬂlors
who have opposed site-value rating for years are still
doing their best to attack it. Cr. Rayner has tabled
a motion seeking amendment of the Local Government
Act to require petitions for polls to be presented to the
Minister instead of councils; the Minister then to call
for 'a, survey how change Would operate and then to
have comvaraiive statements and a woll if the Minister
orders it.

Intimidation

Indicative that holders of vacant land are becom—
mg aovprehensive of the demand for site-value rafing
in Devonport (Tas.) is the following text of an un-
signed and unstamped letter received by Cr. E. H
Churcher:

“Why. don’t. you shut your hig mouth on the site-
rating issue because if you persist someone will plant
a fist in your ugly dial and shut it for you. You are no-
thing but a fanatic and a skiter, so shut up before
you get done over—and I mean done over!”

Rate Protest Meetings
Protest meetings have been held in many muni-
cipalities which have had revaluations over the last
two years. Those which have been prominent in the
press have included the following rating U.C.V.: Cam-
bérwell, Heidelberg, -Brunswick, Moorabbin. Those
rating bulldmgv and improvements (N.AV.)) included

‘Lilydale, Keilor, Mulgrave .Malvern Whittlesea, Dun—*

das, Bet Bet.

Mr. Fagan, Municipal. Assocmtmn Secretary, was
reported as saying that there were probably -many
times the number in country districts that didn’t make .
headlines in the daily press like the metropolitan ones.

Malvern and Mulgrave have since changed to site-
value rating and are free ‘froin rateé -protests while
their councils have more funds available -for Works,
Keilor is to take a poll next August. '

The basic reagon for-intensifieation of cemplalnt
this year lies in discussion at the municipal assoeii--
tion conference which suggested it was beiter for coun-
cils to 'go for a big increase in, revenue When they re-
valued instead of smallei increases from year to year.
The principle was to get all the complalnts over- ‘in
one year and have the extra revenue, The sponsors of’
this idea have evidently mlSJudged ratepayer-reaction. "

Some of the protests are quite unfounded: Bruns-*
wick only increased its revenue 15 per cent, Whmh i _;
quite reasonable and at’'least one of the progress as<’
socidtioris was reported as passing a motlon tha?t 1t
considered’the increase perfectly justified. ' ’

Camberwell and Heidelberg protest meetmgs were’
exclusively directed against the substantial increase
In scale of proposed expenditure in one year without
any ‘criticism" of the rating system. Nevertheless LOp-.
ponents in other places have cated the complamts aga
broduct of the system. ’

They conveniently forget the more numerous prou-
tests in the dlstrlets rating upon 1mprovements ' ‘

: . Wangaratta .

" “Wangaratta Chronicle” (13/3/57) reported that'
the Ratepayers Protection League had issued mstruc—
tions for a Supreme Court writ to prevent {he Borough -
Council from collecting its rates under site- -value. It
claimed counsel had advised that the referendum con~ -
ducted last August had not been carried out in ac-.
cordance with the requiréments of the Act consequ—'
ently any rate based on the referendum was. “ultra -
Vires.” It was indicated the League would meet that :
night to discuss thé guestion. '

The nature of the alleged breach Was not .given -
but reports of the meeting (understood to have been .
attended by five persons only compriging ex-Cr. Nolan _
and friends) suggest that it is claimed the results of.
the poll were not pubhshed in the Government Gagz-,
ette. ' )

If that is all we don’t give them much prospect, of
suceess. The attempt to upset the 1947 poll in Heidel-
berg failed becatuse (although irregularities were ad-
mitted) site-value ‘supporters could not produce 17
bersons in court deprived of their vote as would be .
needéd to lead the magistrate to infer the result could
have keen affected.

In this case there is a ‘44011 vote that has to be
talked down. We will be surprised if that writ is
actually lodged and will look forward to ex-Cr. Nolan
footing a bill for costs as a fitking retribution to his
obstruction to ratenayers WlSheS over the lagt four
years.
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= MOE BOROUGH

The General Council for Rating Reform has called
a public meeting for 1st April to establish a Moe Site-
Value Ratitig Committee to press the campaign.

SWAN HILL BOROUGH -
Trom several sources we have Heard that this
council has carried a resolution to change to site-
value rating.

WARRAGUL SHIRE

The council has convened a public meeting for
Tuesday, 16th April, to discuss site-value rating and
has invited Mr. A. R. Hutchinson to address the meet-
ing.

CLARENCE MUNICIPALITY (TAS.)

In November last Clarence Municipality carried a
resolution to change its rating system to the Un-
improved Capital Value (site-value) basis. The action
was taken then beeause of a reguirement that six
months notice must be given before a rate can be
struck on this basis and in order fo be able to make
the change with the new year’s rate.

The Land Values Research Group survey has since
been presented to the council and shows the overall
effect of the change {0 be summarized as follows:

Rates Least Rates Least

Under Under
Ttem U.CV. AAV.
Number of vacant land assess- ' ‘
ments ... oo s e e e e — 1,397
Number of building assessments 3,605 1,177
Proportion of total buildings 79%, 25%
Total Assessed Anual Values .. £527,613 £178,476
Total Site-Values (U.CV.) £1,742,842 £2,066,435
Value of buildings and im- -
provements ... ... ... .. ... ... £9,5623212 £2,216,532
Proportion Improvements to
CIV. . o e 859% 51%
Rates payable under A.AV. £80,342 £23,254
. Rates payable under U.C.V. £51,805 £51,942

Of 4,678 dwelling assessments 3,523 would carry
lower rates under site-value basis while only 1,085
would pay more because of the change.

Of 204 business and other buildings 112 would carry
lower rates and 92 increased rates under the change
while the 1,397 vacant land holdings would pay more
than £12,000 more in total. Purely vacant subdivi-
sional land would pay five times as much in rates
under the change. {(Vacant land under AAYV. in Tas-
mania is only rated at 4 per cent. of its site-value
compared with 5 per cent. in Victoria and is thus
more lightly treated.)

A concentrated effort is now being made in the
council to rescind ifs previous motion to make the
change. The object of those interested in preserv-
ing the present order is to prevent the next rate being
imposed on site-value and so delay action for g year
hoping for something fto turn up to stall further.
Council elections will be held in April,  Three of
those opposed to site-value come before voters and
may lose their seats. Those seeking the change are

determined to make it an issue.
v
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At lash report council had adjourned the rescind-
ing meeting for a fortnight after debating to 2 a.m.
At another meeting in the absence of one of the

. councillors opposed to site-value a motion was car-
" ried that all ratepayers be -given a statement com-

paring their rates under the alternative systoms. On

‘o further motion that a poll be taken at the same

time as the municipal elections three of the coun-
cillors opposed to site-value rating got up and walked
out leaving the meeting without a guorum.

Cr. Eltham has presented g criticism of the Re-
search Group survey. His comments show strong bias
against site-value rating and the 34 pages of examples
have been “selected” very carefully to make it appear
the number of houses paying lower rates under an-
nual value are greater than is the case.

One significant development here is that while

it is not certain whether or when the change in rat-

ing will come, vacant lot holders are taking fright
and selling off land which is now getting into the
hands of prospective home builders. The same thing
has heen noticed repeatedly in Victorian municipal-
ities during the campaighg leading to the change.

LIBERAL-C.P. CONFERENCE ITEMS

Text of a Letter to Executive of Liberal and Country
Parfy from General Council for Rating Reform.

We note that three items relative to sife-value
rating were referred from your conference to the exe-
cutive for investigation and any action considered
necessary.

¥You will therefore welcome information which
may help you to come to sound conclusions on these
various matters, as given in the following paragraphs.

Item (38) FPropeosed amendment fo provide for
urban farm lands over 5 aeres in shires to be raied
at net more than half the mormal rate,

(i) It is claimed this is operative in New South
Wales under section 118(2) of the Local Government
Act. This Is only parily true since part (a) provides
for a maximum of half the normal rate OR (b) the
amount in the pound of the general rate levied in the
shire adjoining such munieipality or if more than one
such shire the highest amount in the pound of the
general rate levied in any such shire.

Whichever of these two alternatives is the greater”
applies. In practice although a reduction is generally
given it is rarely down to half because bhasis (b) is
the greater.

(i) In seeking this amendment sponsors are over-
looking that the Victorian Amending Act No. 5443 of
1949 gave councils power to give lower “farm rates”
to properties over 5 acres used for primary produc-
tion. There are no limits stated but the extent is
left to the councils themselves according to their own
circumstances. There has been ne reluctance to use
this clause lower “farm rates” being struck in Box
Hill, Nunawading, Moorabbin, Heidelberg, Mulgrave,
Bouth Rarwon, Sale, ZEltham, Warrnambool, and
probably others., In some cases the rebates are most
substantial.
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(iii} We .suggest this already existent Victorian
amendment is superior to the New South Wales since
the need for a farm rate and its amount varies from
one council to another, It depends largely on the
methods used in valuation which vary .widely. In
some cases analysis shows that a substantial major-
ity of the farms carry lower rates under the site-
value basis without need for a lower farm rate. Under
such cases to fix an arbitrary figure of further reduc-
tion would be unnecessary and unjust. In other cases
a. substantially reduced “farm rate” may be needed.

{iv) To determine what “farm rate” should be
applied the Lands Values Research Group in surveys
(particularly Mulgrave Shire) have suggested that
councils on site-value basis adopt the working prin-
ciple to give such lower farm rate as needed to en-
sare that a majority of their farmers resident on their
holdings pay less or no more than they would under
N.AY.

(v) Applying this simple analysis it was found
that a majority of farmers in Dandenong Shire, El-
tham, Rosedale, Frankston and Hastings are already
benefited in lower rates under site-value without a
farm rate. On the other hand Mulgrave, Morwell,
Moorabbin and some others need a lower farm rate.

{vi) We suggest this principle of seli-defermina-
tion of each council from analysis of its own records
is the best and most fexible.

tem (39) Proposed amendment to permii coun-
cils o adopt U.C.V. for One Ward or Riding and N.AV.
for another.

(1)This is most cumbrous and would be a compli-
cation fto municipal administration.

(ii} Such suggesftions have bheen made hefore
usually by people who appreciate the principle of gite-
value rating but for personal reasons are prepared 1o
have it implemented in the other fellows’ riding but
not their own.

(iii) So far as this suggestion is based on a belief
that site-value rating would suit the wurban but not
the rural parts it will be seen that the existing amend-
ment for a lower “farm rate” described above already
provides the protection desired to farmers.

IHem (42) System of voling on a poll of rate-
payers for rating-reform considered to be anomalous.

(1) It is understood that the main “anomalies”
specified in support of this item are that at suech rat-
ing polls resident ratepayers have been able to out-
vote absentee vacant lot holders. Mulgrave and
Malvern have been cases cited.

(ii) The practical proposals sought by its spon-
sors appear to be (a) abolish mulliple voting at rat-
ing polls (since they appear to think this has helped
in last year's polls) and (b) give votes to vacant lot
holders whose rates pald are so low that they do not
carry a vote under N.AV. '

(iii) Both these devices are pui forward by per-
sons who seek {0 press their selfish interests in face
of the interests of their fellow party members. It
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is suggested that the normal local governmenf pro-
visions found satisfactory for all other purposes
chould be jerrymandered when it comes to munici-
pal rating to rob your members who are home-
owners of their votes and artifically inerease the vot-~
ing strength of the insignificant numbers who are
merely owners of vacant lots to prevent them paying
more in rates.

{iv) The site-value rating poll last year in Mul-
grave was carried by 10,735 votes to 2,302 (five to
one); Malvern, the previous year, by 11,758 to 6,333 .
(two to one). Both these polls were essentially ear-
ried by the votes of the home owners who are the
mainstay of yoeur party veting strength. These dis-
tricts are essentially Liberal-Couniry Party areas (as
are practically all the distriets rafing site-values).
You are now being asked to make some alteration to
the voting basis to eircumvent the democratically ex-
pressed wishes of these your supporters.

(v) Attached are the voting details dat the indivi-
dual booths in Malvern, You will see there were
majorities for site-value rating in 13 booths and on
postal votes compared to only 4 booths favoring an-
nual wvalue. In Malvern you have nine branches,
most of which are centred in the areas which voted
most strongly for site-value rating. ~Only one of
these (Malvern South) with Mr. B. 8. B. Cook as its
spokesman appears to have some objections fo the
change. But your party will surely recollect the
public outecry which made headlines in this city in
the last year of N.AV. and which led to the demand
for change. ‘The great majority of eitizens in Mal-
vern are quite happy now since the change. .

(vi) The multiple voting basis is one which your
members have hitherto regarded as reasonable ie,
that persons with large rateable wvalue should have
more say in the election of representatives or finan-
cial proposals than those of small rateable wvalue.
Those persons with less than £5 N.AV. pay such
small sums (i.e. maximum amounfs ranging from
16/~ down to 4/- aceording as their N.A.V. is £4, £3,
£2, or £1) have been rightly regarded as having such
slight financial interest as not to qualify them for a
vote.

The suggestion that these holders be given votes
on rating polls (and on no other issues) can be seen
in true perspective if put thus:

Do your members think it reasonable that such
vacant holders paying less than 16/- per annum be
given the same voting strength as householders
(N.AV. £50) paying up to £10 annually?

Or to go further — if it be proposed to abandon
multiple voting entirely and give one vote to each
landholder irrespective of the value of his property—
would it be reasonable to put these insignificant con-
tributors on a common footing with those paying £20
and upwards? (FEven under site-value at three times
their previous. amount the contribution of these low
valuzed lots is still insignificant.)

Trusting our information and comments may
help your executive.
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'MOORABBIN MELODY

Horse-drawn carts used to bring wvegetables from
Moorabbin along the Brighton Rd. to Melbourne mar-

ket, and return with stable manure for the vegetable -
gardens which have been on that sandy soﬂ for 100

years.

In these modern times powerful motor trucks
bring in vegetables from the irrigated land at Wer-
ribee, Shepparton or even Mildura. There is no stable

manure to be got in the city, and no reason to keep.

nearby Moorabbin. land for acres of cabbages. Be-
gides, the land holders can see big capital gains, non-

taxable, too, by sub- d1v1310n and sale as bulldmge

blocks.

“Home seekers pay blg prlces for Moora.bbm blocks.

The soil has been well: worked and manured, and se

the ho‘izseholder grows his own vegetables ai the.back,
sometimes in the front garden, too, and even has-

potatoes on the nature girip. Metropolitan Board
sewers take a long time for construction, but on.the
sandy soil of Moorabbin septic, tanks work very well,
and this fact draws purchasers to those bu11d1ng
blocks. ’

Mirriott’s Estate, of 19 acres ‘at ‘corner of South
Rd. ahd East Boundary Rd., was sub-divided one after-’

noon for £75,785. Best pr1ces were South Rd -front-
ages at £17 to £21 a ft. Top price block brought £1 050
and average . was £735.

Vendor acquired thls ga.rden area in year 1939 at_

£200 an acre. (¥Malley paper money has gone down
to quarter value since then; so he was paying ab rate
of £800¢ an acre today.  Butl he sold.at £3,800 an acre.

Vendor has had the vegetables each year, and these,,

at present prices, netted a large annual income.  No

rational man can Justlfy, on moral grounds a ca;pltal_

gain of £3,000 an acre in addltmn
* How come?’ :
Needy souls seeking to buﬂd a home for wife and
the kids fiocked to the sale.
1,600 motor cars were there and 2,800 people were at
the auction. Marriott’s of Moorabbin .was probably
the largest sub-divisicnal sale ever held in an outer

suburb. The vendor netted £75 000, and that is no
small sum even for a company. Beca,use human be—‘

ings loaded themselves with debis in order to secure
a home with a garden they will not be. bluffed by
the planner architect’s praise of a fiat in'a 10- storey
block in Fitzroy at a weekly réntal.

Doubiless the vendor would have fl_:{ked to hold

out against that surge of eager hearts for several years:

longer and higher prices, since the “cost .of waiting”
was, to him, formerly very little. But ratepayers of
Moorabhin decided to pay their rates on a site value
basis, and that decision had a persuasive effect on
the unbuilt acres, while. the buyer knows that his

new house will be exempt from municipal rates, and’

that knowledge makeé"Modrabbin attractive to home
seekers.
Market Gardens Conﬂnue

Motor trucks enable vegetables to be ‘brought to
market from Dandenong district, and one branch of

the Marriott family has bought land at Keysborough,
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- and there carry- on the markei gardening tradition.

When selling the Moorabbin urban farm land one
remarked that they had got.“very good value for the-
land.” Removal and resettlement expenses will be
well cdvered by the unearned incremesit. :

'PUBLIC STATEMENT BY A.P.M.

This great industrial paper making concern with
more than 1,600 employees comprises two associated
public companies, Australian Paper Manufacturers
Ltd. and APM. Forest Ltd. Both gave public state-
ments in “Morwell Advertiser,” 23/8/56 from which
the following extracts are taken:

~Australian Paper Manufacturers Lid..

Oppoenents of rating reform were inclined to forget
the important contributions made by APM. Lo -the
Morwell community, the Resident District. Manager of
AP.M., Mr. J. W. Thorpe, said today.

His company had always shouldered iis full res-
ponsibility in the shire and would continue to do so,
confinued Mr, Thorpe. Site Valuation would naturally
benefit his company, but it would also benefit the shire
as a whole. It would encourage his board to con-
tinue to develop the Company’s mill at Maryvale with-
out being penalised for doing so, as occurs under
N.AV. rating. '

Mr. Thorpe pointed out that the eother two large
mills of the company at Fairfield (Victoria) and Bot-
any (N.S.W.) are both rated-on Unimproved Capital
Value (site valuation).

o Mun1c1pa1 rates are an 1mportant item When it
comes to deciding development of a mill site. The
continuation of N.A.V. in Morwell might well result in

.company expansion being carried out at one of’ the

other mill gites of A.P.M. mstead_ of at Maryvale sald
Mr. Thorpe.

- Already increased rates and ta.xes and the- grea’c’
increase in transportation costs to and from the mill
were seriously affecting thé economy of operations.
The mill is an outstanding example of deceriralisa-
tion in Vicforia. To compete with other sites, how-
ever, it cannot continue to carry the burden of in-.
ereased rates every time it makes an improvement at.
the m111 whether for productmn or to improve ameni-
ties for its employees.

A.P.M. Forests Lid.

APM Forests Pby. Lid. would pay more than
twice as’ much in rates under Unimproved Capital
Value (site valuation), Mr. J. D. Brookes, its general
manager, stated today. But his company favours rat-
ing reform as being in the interests of the shire as a
whole.

APM. Forests Ptv Ltd. owns approx1mate1y 13, 000
acres of forest and plantation land in the Shire of
Morwell, and had already planted 2,500 acres with
pines,

. Some opponents ‘of rating reform were under the
misapprenhension that the forest would be rated in-
creasingly under Nett Annual Value rating as the
plantations. matured over the years, but this was not
80, said Mr. Brookes. The Forests Act provides that,
where land is planted with trees approved by the Com-
mission as being suitable for mining or commercial
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purposes, in; computing the Neti Annual Value of the
land as rateable property within the meaning of any
Act relating to loeal government, the increase in value
of the land by reason of the trees so planfed thereon
shall not be taken into consideration durmg such time
as such trees remain thercomn.

Similar legislation is enacted in‘»-other States,
showing that many Governments have appreciated
over the years the great importance of afforestation
in their States.

Mr. Brookes sald that his company helped to
maintain shire roads at its own expense, in addition
to paying rates, which are for this. purpose. It
created employment and brought money into the
shire. It also helped materially and would continue to
help in the fire protection of a large portion of the
shire, at no cost to the shire or j;he community.

His company strongly believes in Unimproved
Capital Value rating as the fairest form of rating.
It objects to seeing all those who improve their land
and who are helping in the drive for increased primary
production to the utmost of their ability, taxed for
their efforts, whilst those who do little or nothing to
improve their land escape their proper share of local
rates.

WHAT IS OUR PROPOSAL?

It is an axiom of statemanship, which the:
successful founders of tyranny have understood ¢
and acted upon — that great changes can best
be brought about under old forms. We, who would
free men, should heed the same truth. It is the
natural method. When nature would make a
higher type, she takes a Iower one and develops
it. This, also, is the law of social growth, Let
us work by it. With the current we may glide
fast and far. Against if, it is hard pulling and
slow progress.

By making use of existing machinery, we may,
‘without jar or shock, assert the common right to
land by appropriating land rent by taxation. We
already take some rent in taxation. We have
only to make some changes in our modes of taxa-
tion fo fake it all. )

In form, the ownership of land would remain
just as now. No owner of land need be dispos-
sessed, and no restriction need be placed upon the
amount of land any one could hold. For, rent 3
being taken by the State in taxes, land, no matter |
in whose name it stood, or in what parcels it
was held, would be really common property, and
every member of the community would partici-
pate in the advantages of its ownership.

Now, insomuch as the taxation of rent, or land §
values, must necessarily be increased just as we
abolish other taxes, we may put the proposition
into practical form by preposing— .

To Abolish All Taxation Save That Upon Lend Values.
~Henry George,

- PROGRESS

Page 7

HENRY GEORGE “"FORUM"

The first “forum” wag not well attended but was
considered to meet a strongly felt need. The next will

be held in the League Rooms, 18 George Parade (off

113 Collins St.), on Friday, 12th April, at 8 p.m. -

The subject will be the proposed Melbourne Under-
ground Railway. A speaker from the City Develop-
ment Association wilf put the view that it is a neces-
sity, Mr. L, J. Hulchinson will put the view it is a
luzury the community cannot afford at present.

The main speakers will have half an hour each
to present their views and the subject will then be
thrown open to public discussion limited to two min-
utes per speaker.

Make a point of attending yourself and inviting
others. The following forum will be on Friday, May 10.
Subject being import controls. Hold the occasion free
and join in discussion.

SUMMARY OF PRESS PUBLICITY

Below is a summary of press reports and letters or site-
valizle rating which have come to our attention sinee our last
Teport. ¥Figures in brackets are column-inches of space eecupied.

“Progress Press”
23/5 (22) J, H. Morris on MM.B.W. rates.
8/8 (11) AR.H. on Mulgrave poll.

“Gippsland Mail”

: 29/5 (14) ARH. on S.V.R. effects buildings. -

3/7 (11) J. H. Morris re Morwell poll.
31/7 (30) AR.H. re Morwel poll.
21/8 (19) J. H. Morris answers Sale critic,

“Morwell Advertiser”
28/56 (15) A.R.H. compares development,
9/7 (10) L. W. Brwn case fr 8.V.R.
2/8 (20) ARH. n rating systems.
1278 (19) 1. W. Brown on S.V.R.
2{8 (20) AR.H. rate analysis.
“Sunrayasia Daily”
28/5 (14) AR.H. on exempting buildings.
24/5 (12) L. W. Brown case for S.V.R.
8/8 (10} B. 8. Nicholls on principle S.V.R.
“Malvern Advertiser”
29756 (23) J. H. Morris on M.M.B.W. raes.
‘Albury Border Mail”
14/6 (9) AR.H. shopping centres on S.V.RR.
“Wangaratta Chronicle”
16/6 (16) AR.H. comparing shopping centres.
11/7 (12) L. W. Brown case for S.V.R.
10/8 (28) AR, on merits SV.R.
10/8 (19) Neil Payne loses, but favors S.V.R.
“Daylesford Advocate”
19/6 (12) AR.H. on shopping ecentres.
277 (24) ARH. on S.V.R, poll.
14/8 (28) W. G. Cockburn supports S.V.R.
14/8 (17) L. W. Brown puts case S.V.R.
2418 (11) K. Cole supports SVR.
24/8 (6) W. G. Cockburn puts case.
“Benalla Standard”
14/6 (13) AR.H. on modernization of shops.
28/11 (9) L. W. Brown urges S.V.R.
“Bendigo Advertiser”
12/6 (11} AR.H. on modernization shops.
8/9 (8) L. W. Brown suggests change to S.V.R.
“Geelong Advertiser”
13j6 (9) ARH. urges S.V.R.
7/9 (9 L. W. Brown resulis rating polls.
“Shepparton News”
24/10 (8) R. E. Powell advocates S.V.R.
“Footscray Advertiser”
3/8 (5) J. D. Henderson urges S.V.R.
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“Coburg ~Cottrier” :

3/4 (3) R. N. Collison on SVR i‘or rallways.
“Traralgon Journal and Record” “ :

1/11.(10) L.W.B. suggests move SVR. ,

19/11 (8) F. M. Goonan re rating pollk,
“Building and Construction Journal” 3

6711 (16) Article AR.H. re buzldmg 1ndustry
‘Ferntree Gully Post” :

27/9 (6 W. H. Pittpresses SVR
‘Box Hill Reporter”

2879 (4> G. Forster on S.V.R.
Various

A letter from AR.H. on comparative development uhder
S.V.R. between States in June apeared in the folowing
papers: “Snowy River Mail,” “Bairnsdale Advertiser,” “Maffra
Spectator »? “Warrnambool Standa.rd," C“Hamilton Spectator”
(16 each).

Total column-inches in Press Letiers above (625).

Notes From Various Sources

Somerton.—164 acres of ummproved grazing 1and with mile
frontage to Hume Highway, 13 miles fro_m Melbourne ' markets
sold at £80 an acre—“Argus * 14/12/55.

[Ed. Note,—Position or location is an element in bare land
valae quite as-mich as fertility — gince posmon infhiences cost
of marketing after agricultural productlon Even Prof Wa.dha.m
would advance that fa,rj

Carliop, and Fitzroy have seen big changes in property values.
In 1905 (on gold sovereigh currency) cottages in both suburbs
could be bought from £200. In 1939 (on Fisher's flimsy currency)
these were quoted from £400. Today it ‘would be difficult (with
Menzies’ paper currency) to buy anything under £2,000. — Data by
H. Perrott, “Argus’ Property Writer, 8/6/56.

[Fd. Note: Increased populdtion pressure with declining pur-
chasing power of printed paper money are reasons- for the boost
of prices.]

Australian Senate: Mr. Menz.les ha.s suggested (1955) that
each State be divided into *‘zones” - eac¢h zone to returm a
Senator — in place of present system of five Senators for each
State, a multi-member electorate with -preferential voting and
quota counting. Menzies .hankers for single-member,electorates
and “first-past-the-post* counting. This turns the serious matter
of election into a Tattersall’s gamble.

Provoking: Any present-day theology Whlch has not a re-
volutionary sociology as parf of ifs implieit logic -is not truly
Christian.—Dr., J. S. Whale.

[Ed. Note: Christians can be assured that the Geqrglst move-
ment harmonises ideally with these sentunents]

Challenge: The second has to do with the social implcations
of the Gospel. Has it not happened all toc frequently that men
of generous and noble nature, tormented by the spectacle of the
wrongs of society and the suﬁ‘enngs of humanity, and on fire to
help their brethren “bound in affliction and iron” have cried
out against what seemed to them the appalling terpor and
inaction of the Church, dragging its slow pondercus length. along,
with leisurely, lumbenng ‘organisation, and have Aung away from
it in impatience and despair? — From “Preaching,” by Dr.
James S. Stewart, ‘of Edinburgh, considered by some to be the
outstanding prea.cher in the United Kingdom ftoday.

[Ed. Note: It is heartening to see this oustandmg man aware
of the social implications of Christianity.]

Theft: Society in its corporate capacity is guilty of theft. It
steals in the completest .manner — pa_ssively: Notwithstanding
that its function is to see justice observed, in acting through its
laws as an accomplice, by enabling la.ndholders to take that to
which they have no right. . Actively, in taking that to which it
itself has no right. Christ’s teaching when questioned on the
subjeet of taxation, to ‘‘render unto Caesar that which is
Caesar's,” conveys that there is that which is the distinct pro-
perty of Caesar — the State — has producéd, and -therefore
has the right to claim. -All those appropriating to themselves
land values, or land rent, are robbing the State. — F.. T, Hodgkiss,
in “Christianity and Henry Georgism,” copies of which excellent
pamphlet are available at this office for a nominal charge.
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¢
4 Radio Broadecast Session

L Conducted weekly by speakers of the Henry
George “Justice” Party from
RADIO STATIONS 3DB & 3LK

§ Every Sunday at 10 minuates past noon.
LISTEN AND ASK YOUR FRIENDS TG LISTEN

4
EXTENSION OF BROADCASTS §
Evening broadcasts have now commenced from
Stations 3DB & 3LK
e at three-weekly intervals. Next being—
Wednesdays, 17th April, 8th May, 29th May,
: at 10.05 p.m.
Donations to the Broadcast FFund are
invited )

Melbourne City--Latrobe St. hag tram service. Two decrepit
properties, Nos. 228-232 Latrobe St., north side, near Swahston
St., sold at £24,000 as site of ilarge new building where “oporfunity
cost™ is above £20,000 per sq. chn—Argus, 18/4/56.

[Ed. Note—Departing vendor collects a huge sum which is
capital value of public services provided by other citizens and
g0 imposes a heavy charge on enterprise and development. Does
City Development Association approve?]

Practical Politics.—As a means of kicking value out of the
printed paper £1, Menzies’® Minister for Customs arranged an
increase of tariff taxes on adults’ rubber shoes and boots from
2/4, to be 5/6 a pair and for children’s rubber . footwear to be
taxed at 3/6 pair. Most imports come from Gt. Britain and are
of good quality. Consumers’ choice hag now been restricted, as
part of the “Liberal’’ policy of “putiing value back into the £1.”

Planned Eeonomy.—Sales tax on women’s and children’s
leather cases, hand bags, etc., is 123 per cent, but if a vanity
mirror is included, sales tax 1s 50 per ceni. on same hand bag.—
Bulletin, 5/12/56.

[Ed. Note~—Vanity of vanities: the nofion that economic
planners are “scientifie’” workers.]

#“That did it,” exploded Pa. ‘You kids will have
to find work somewhere else. The farm’s gone,
All we got left in this world is the house, the barn,
the orange grove, and a million In the bank., ”
—Henry George IHerald, Jan., 1956.

MEMBERS’ EVENING at LEAGUE ROOMS,
TUESDAY, 16th APRIL.

HENRY GEORGE i.EAGUE

18 Georﬂe Parade, (ofl 113 Colling Street, r.ear Russell Street)
Meibourne, C 1. Telephone: MF4635. Office Supervisor, Mrs.
Kerford.

The Arnnual Member‘ship Fee is a minimum of £1.

"The subsceription to Journai ‘Prowrets” is 2/- per annom.
Stamps Acceplable.

If vou appreeiate this .Journal vou are invited to obtain new
subscribers.

Next Executlve Meetmg, Tuesday, April 2, at 645 p.m.
:Members Evemng, Tuesday, 16th April, 8 pam.
Henry George “Forwm,” Friday, 12th April, 8 p.m.

* HENRY GEGQGRGE JUSTICE PARTY,
Broadcast Session. 3DB each Sunday. 1216 pm.
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