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np land v
planners ay
rowed money in
lmngd values and i!‘&{:f :
railway Trom Midland Jun
then south of the city, ArL %a;d\ vard and
depot near Welshpool, then on to © 2 ine south
of Fremantle, What scope for speculation and on-
sarned profit.
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works, {’h ax new
van River,

Boand View
Bui some cit g are segund. “Wesi Austratian™ lel-
ter of 877/88, from Mr. P. Purdom, JOlen Fovrest,
Peads .
The replanning of the Perth region will Involve
considerable p!%hh{“ sxpenditure and land values will
rise sharply. It 1z a matter of great importance that

s should be ploughed back into the dis-
concerned for further improvements,  IT the
iatal iand values of the tropoiitan ares could be
brogeht under biic ownershin the fnancial 4if-
culties nvalved in lmplementing the plans would
guickly be removed.
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Nordic Council meetings were held at Oslo ¢ Aupgnash,
19545 and Sfockholm (January-TFebruary, 1955, Coun-
clt adounted recommendations made by its Beomomic
Committes requesting the Scandinavian Governments
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to (i) begin preparations foy the establishment of a
comumon market for the largsst possible number of
goods; (i) investigate the possibility of eliminating
inter-Scandinavian customs daties and trade restric-
tons, with the oltimate aim of introducing 2 Seandin-
avian customs upion. (Current Motes—March, 1985}

: Stems Forward

Thirteen American States - the stripes in the U.S
fiag — had separate tarifl tax imposts on each other.
But Jefferson urged and federation secured the aboli-
tinn of these hindrances to irade and weliare. Then
the Washington Goversiment carpied thils freg trade
noliey forward to new frontiers each ime a new State
was added to the Union. Georgia was set free from
Spanish tariffitis and Loulsiana frem French, Today
170 miltions of Americans have the blessing of inter-
state free tvade.

Germany was held back for centuries by over 30

Qtates — Bavaria, Sazony, Halle, Hanover. Wurtem-
burg, Prussia — which had tariff hostilities against

gne ancother. Then in 1871 these States entered a
Zoll Verein or Customs Union, which established In-
terpal freedom for trade.  The great potential was
anieashed and Germany's progress was startling, In-
terstate free trade was one reasfol

Another great free trade victory was won in Aus-
traliz at federation in 1900, Section 92 of the Constitu-
tion provides that “Trade and Commerce petween the
States shall be absolulely free” Thus enlarging the
home market has been s greai help to manufactures.

Henelux was another step forward. Belgium, Ne-
theriands and Lux-emburg made 5 step forward
which has sinee been checked by the parties of selfish
privilege.

Seandinavia hss now moved into greater frsedom
for citizens to trade. There are 3till many defaulters
such as Spain-Portugal Here Is a pepgraphical re-
gion, Iberia, defined so clearly that wo planner could
miss its unity, vet perverse rulers sow discord be-
fween citizens. Hindustan and Pakistan both live
within the Indian Peningula and yet have fends over
tarift taxes at the boundaries,

These matters need sarnest thought, for, as Brig.
Spencer Weston, D.B.O., has gsaid: “I bhelieve (hat
manking will either trads or fight.”

BALANCE OF TRADE

We note Mr., A. €3 Huie is still carrving the fight
for econcmic sanily in MNew South Wales. From a
recent letter in the “Armidale Express” he desalt with
the hozey of “unfaveursble trade balance” “Buppose,”
said he, “some New England pastorslisis had an tdea.
They decided that instead of sending thelr wonl to
Ipeal auctions they would send it direct to London
for sale, and export, say, £100,000 worth. That wonld
be so much wealth, the product of their labour, leav-
ing Australia. Tt gets to London, is sold, and realises
the £109,000. The money is paid into a bank.

swow that £100,000 in London won't provide the
things that these pastoralists need, and enable them
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to pay wages. If has got to come to Australia. 1E
can only come in tangible form — imports.  Suppose
that those pastoralists thought that they would turn

thely money over. They bought tractors, farming
machinery, cars, and so on, with the £100,660. When

their payment for their wool arrived in Aunsiralia they
would be hailed up by the Custorns — your money of
vour lifel .

“Tiy the time the machinery, cie., reached the in-
endling users of it the price would be catly in-
cregsed.  Australia would be denied the benefit of the
prehange,

“A LI00,600 worth of goodg {rom Britain would De
worth more by the fime it gol to Sydney, There would
e frelght, insurance, ebc,  Say i was Ei110,0006, in
current Jargon, ‘an unfavourable’ balance of trade.
Would it be unfavourable to those exporiers of Aus-
tralian production?

“Om the other hand, supnose the goods were seri-
ously damaged in transit, and were only worth £D0.000
on srrival; bhen the transaction would be halled as
a ‘favourable’ balanee of trade. Wenlth amounting to
F100.000 going eut of Australin — exports.  Wealth
goming into Australia — Imports in payment, £50,000,
Would that be regarded as favourabls o the New Eng-
land pastoralista?

“1 am afraid vour readers, or some of them, might
think T owe them an apology for putiing such kinder-
garten matier before them. Bui it scemed negessary
in replying to your correspondent.”

VAT
STACKS OF PAPER MONEY

Beiween June 1245 and June 1953, the volume of
“money” increased 28 per cent. In Britaln, 38 per
cent, i the United States, 75 per cenit. i Canada,
86 per cent. in MNew Zealand, and, crescepdo, In Aust-
vzalia by 93 per centl!

Avid as a more or less divect result, retail “prices”
written a8 paper “money” pounds (Australian) in-
ereased Lo a rmauch greabéer extent than in other
countries. Automatic arbitration, that great Australian
dispovery, sends wages climbing after prices on the
paper monsy stalrs.

Hence, between June 1845 and June 1953, nominal
wages in Australin rose by 153 per ceni. comupsred
with 49 per cent. in the U5, and 57 per cent, in the
UK. Australia leads the world in the zlobal money
race for paper stakes.

Wages constitute 50 per cenb. to 80 per cent, of
ithe nominal “cost” of most manufaciured products,
and Auvstralian goods are being “priced-out” of gx-
ternal markets

Popular Dermand

Hugpose that the stack ol printed paper money was
the resuls of the production of real wealth, Then there
would he an equivalent asset to this pile of Canberra
107, In some degree this s 300 Bui most of the
“money” iz the record of Government degts; of expen-
diture made to ptrchase sleckion zuccess. There hasg
been g continuous speeding up of the Federsl print-
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ng press o satisfy popular demand. CHlzens are 1o
Blame for being so stupid, Edocation has falled to
make them realise that paper “money” in itsell has
no real value, Yet the edocated suckers still wank mors
of this alcoholic economy.

Governmment Debl Burden

From £1,347 million debis (£194 psr head) at June
30, 1539, Australian “governments” have icadegd coibi-
zeng with £3,590 millicn debt (£410 per head) by Juns
346, 1853.

Over the same pericod Goverranernd hag “touvched”
nhe  citizens’ pockets and polled out the fazes o
meet Governipent llablliky for inierest pavments of
£51.6 million in 1932 (say £13 for every man, woman,
ehild and babe, or €42 per Tamily),

Hypnotise the Vietims

Thers iz no sustained moan from the victins of
government imposition, baos by steady proc

printing Canberra paper money with automatic arbitra-
tion there 1s a grealer wad of mMoney !'omm I the
pay enveiope. The “national intake” of paper padding

(technically callied the “national incomed ﬂas vigen
50 Tast thst the thme lag (In the short run) shows
ihat tax demand as 3 propoviion of nations! income,
fell from 6.6 per cent. in 1938 $o 3 per cent. in 195
And 26 the rulers console themselves Bollow
optimizm.

Yei it ks a complets fallacy to sondend ihat the
moeuntain of gmfez’mw“lz, fif 5t “daes not mes hing 7
Az g malbter of fac is the most profon

ol Uy SConomy. "Fo:: fecades o ot
be flecced of a Yorge part of their ¢
Lloated FEESSTEreR M*mﬁ{:ﬁ with 1
2O oop & the mon

the currency means thab miflation of currency, of
;oandd of land rentals will continue.

Freedom Movement

are asome of 1}

wihich a
wurs, At
the same 6 fhe receipis tal ¢ o e
matched by 2 simulianeous abolilon of taxes which
punish produciion,

Product
fang ¥

sound mobey 1o be establishes
And that depends on vou,

on a gold basis,

e SHR OO,

SAVINGS BARMKE SLOGARN

There's a slgn painted on o Mew York bhank Baild-
ing that would have startle - grandisthers, bui
apparently goes unpoticed in this age of faxes. It
exhorts the {ilfifﬂ?"l’"y to save and ends up, in letiers

five Feet high: “Remember, PART of ALL VOU RARN
BEL{)NGS TG YOur
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Buashranging Linked With Laod Monopoly

A book titled “The Australan,” by Bill Wannan,
has some nteresting conuments showing how closely
langd hunger was connected with bushranging in early
Australian history.

He points out that the first group of bushrangers
were mostly escaped convicts, bub the second group
had a different origin,  “The period dates from the
carly sizties of the last eentury, when alluvial zold
had largely petered out and gold-digeers, unable o
afford the expense of guartz mining, tarned to the
land for o Hwvelihood.,  Yinder vpablic pressure, ihe
legislature of Wew South Wales introduced a Land
Act i 1881, wilh the object of unlocking the lands
te small farming.  The sguaifers, holding the best
lands as shoep runs, resented this intrusion on their

DTESErves. They opposed the new ‘selectors) the
small-scale farmers, wilh every weapon at thelr dis-

posal,

“They employed ‘duommies’ o buy up the blocks of
lapd — the ‘selections’ — as they were put up for
With . k = of capital al thely

i, they we in large measure o defeat
the intenitions of Mar?d Act, and te
i‘;é‘i;-'it g‘)'f“h‘* t@zpﬂ ol

= ahble
the Robert

thelr wealth, the souat ers hag besgide
©ef the legiglature in whic ¥
represented.  They Tenced the small
g variety of repressive measnres.
5 wmmzlv of poor galibre, and
for ths lot of the farmers,

th

a5 a class were
. @ broopers whe
\.,};tjﬁalb the busbi-

With fow

T8 : sopericd and 9 to the time of Med
e deatly In 1880, sorang from thin olass: .

mictives for

turning to yobbery . .|
1

bat il‘; 2ach
tred of the sguatters seems to

“FPhe backsic
than this period when the
the conviet system to have !
i ered in the fiftie S{]il(ltif\la aii@mpwd e
discoveries guiet, but idlilﬂ“ i this, put
""H“%) obstacle in the way of the digy fmmm;z loss
of labenr and encreachment on their m;gd\

"I ﬁm"l frf:aId,

“Bauatter-controlled  legist
States deviss

atures  in the  two
2 o licensing system by which the miner
ad 0 pay an exorbii monthly fee for his ‘right’
to dig, whether he struck gold or not. This and other
harsh measures led to vevolis of the miners on seve-
ral of the diggings. The culmination of the siruggie
took place at Furcka Lead, Ballarat, in December.
1854, "
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Adelnide nvestor Knows How
By B F Craigie

The sale of the YV.MOA, property on 2and June
aronsed consgiderabpls intersst. The building consisted
of & bassment, ground floor, first angd sgeond floors,
in which were [live shops in Trenicll Strest, seven
shops in {rawlsr Place, the Vietoris Hali, as weil as
Show rooms and Offices,

The sassessment of the land In 1822 when the
puiiding lease was iaken by the v OMLCLA, was 233,210,
and the State Land Tax then pald £49/5/8  The 195

Iand tax assessment was £112368 and i3 the lstest
available. Following the repeal ol the Federal Land
Tax in 1952 the State CGoverninent increased s

iand fax rates fo gain some of the revenus which
previously had gone into the Federal Treasury. The
vate which affected this site provided that for 184,000
of values the tax should be £1,401/0/10 and all values
ahove that amount should pay 7id. in the £, tlwas
making the $ax on this land site £2412/16/10.

The Bidding for the property started at £156,000
and advanced by £10,000 bids to £240,000. Then vhere
was a bid of £5,000 and the property wWas spld for
£245 000, This was a very reasonablie price, especially
when it is remembered the land alone was assessed
at £112,368 in 19536, This does nol Tepresens £1,000 4
foot frontage in Grentell Street, and values have ad-
vanced since 1950,

There is an interesting history associated with
this property which we now present so that the gonieral
puklic may be conversant with it

Om 3rd July, 1832, a public announecement was
made to the effect that the Young Men's Christian
Aszorigtion had completed srrangements to purchase
the preimnises occupied by them at the corner of Gren-
fell Street, and Gawler Flace, Adelaide,

Some details regarvding this ares of land are of
public interest. It is part of Town Acre Mo, 166, and
the whole acre was purchased by Mr. Hobert Couger
for £8/2/- ab the Governmend Land Saie in 3T

The portion of this acre messuring 123 feet front-
age to Grenfell Street and 148 feet frontage to
Gawler Place now the property of the Y M.C.A, was
purchased by William Paul Featherstone, and Wwe
understand the price pald by him was £509.

The improvements upon the land wers srected
by the YM.CA under & huilding lease from Mr.
weatherstone. The terms of that lease were that o
ground rent of £1.600 per annum ne paid for a period
of forty vears, and buildings 0 pe erected Lo the
value of £25.006 The YMOA to pay all rates and
taxes and keep the improvements in good order and
repair, and at the expiration of the lease the tand
and the improvemsenis ou it revert to the Feather-
stone estate without any payment.

Prior to the expiration of this lease the Trustees
of the Y.M.C.A. were concerned aboub the future of
their Association, and considered whether they should
build headguarters elsewhers, or endeavour to purchase
from bhe Featherstone esiate the property they had
already paid for,

After consuliation with the representatives of the
Featherstone estate, the Y.M.C.A, became ihe owWners
of the property by the payment of a further £58,000

@ ¥y ent to pay an annueity of 2300 per
vE nring the life of the thres beneliciaries under
the Wil of the late William Paul therstone - the
youngest beneficiary then heing seven years old,

it will thus be seen hat dwring s forty years

s of the land the Y.MC.A pald £64060 in ground
ant £27.000 in erecting and fornishing  the
proporty erected on the land, palg all raies, taxes
and renal and then £56,000 more Lo secure ihe
frechaid title. This made 4 folal payment of $129.508
to the FTeatherstone estate to secure cccupation of
an area of land that Featherstone has secured for
ahout £5040,

Tn addition o these payments there was the
annuity of £300 a year to the three beneficiaries under
the Wil bui we undersiandg that at = later dais
this annuity was cancelled.

Apart Trom the annuity the shove fachs demon-
strate that this total payment of £1240.000 made to
the Featherstone estate, enabled it Lo collect Approx-
imately £3,0600 per annum for 49 years, although its
ontlay on the land was a mere £506,

Legal Power 1o Expleit Land Users

Tere we see a tvpleal example of the power
posseszed by land monopolists, The Y M.CA, was rere-

dering splendid service to sociely by providing facilit-
ies for developing & high meral and physical gtandard
in ennnection with the youth of the nation, yet nder
an unjust land system they were nenalised o the ax-
pent of £120,000, pius the rates, ftaxes and repairs
which must have run into many thousands of pounds.
On the other hand Willam Pan! Featlierstone
did not render any service whaiscever for the money
he received from the Y.MCA, yeb the law perinitied
him %o exploit the nesds of this very fine ingtitntion,
The Psalmist tells us— “The Farth is the Lovds,
and the fulness thereof” and in the Bible it is also
stated:—"The mesk shall inherit the Barth,” yet, des-
pite the fact that Parliament sit¥ings are  dailly
gpened with the reading of a prayer to direct members
io do Cods will, those members still permit 1npind
monopclists of the Featherstone type (he s only onsg
of manyy to gelh rich without working, and unjustiy
lise those who render services of many kinds to

Altheugh the Bible makes it clear that “The profit
af the Earth iz for all” yet ail political partles are
guilty of allowing the major nortion of that profit
__ the community —— created land values, to flow
into private peckets, and then add insult o Injury
by imposing a heavy taxsiion borden upon the indust-
roas members of the community who use thelr
labor and capifal to assist in the production of wealth,

How much longer is this vnjust system to continue?




SEPTEMBER, 1853

PROGRESS Page §

LETTER TO MUNICIPAL COUNCHS

Undemescratic Municipal Asseciation Proposal

: ix Bhne text of o letter sent by the General Couneil
Teform 0 bhe Mavor or President and Councillors of
rament greas in Vicioriall

ioeal g

The cuarterly mesting of the Ezeculive of the
Municipal Association decided o sponsor & Suggesiion
received from Eltham Shirve that in polls on proposals
to adopt unimproved land value raiing, owoers af
vacant land with a neti annual valse of less than
£5 be entitled 1o vobe.

We consider this dseision has besu reached oo
Lghtly and without proper consideration of lig effects
In many districts it would complelely remove from
those who live locally all power to determine thelr
rapitig system for themselves and place B in the hands
of absentes vacant lot holders whose only inderest
in the district is specudative.

We set oub below for your consideraiion sxamples
showing how the proposal will affect municipalibies.
The table shows the voters with homes and those
cwners of vacant land who already have the wofe
because the land is more than £ WAV, i ihen
shows the additional owners of vacant iols less Lhan
£5 W.AYV. who would recelve vobes under this pro-
posal. The figures are based upon the details given
for the municipalities in the 1553 Municipal Directory.

Mumber of Volers Now Prop. Addis-
Beosiving Voites For:  lonal Yolers

Vacant for Vacani
Lots over  Loils under

Tunicipalliy Dwellings £5 MAY. £5 M.AY

(1 2y £3) {4}
Sunstine Cidy . .. . 5,188 1,188 §,114
Brogdmendows Shire . 4,000 5,580 10,320
Keilor Shire ... .. .. .. 2,117 838 2,924
Perntree Guily Shire | 7,247 AHTY #0588
Clorin Shire ... ... ... .. 2,200 488 2814
Werribae SBhire ... .. 2,690 1,610 5,480

The number of vacant lot holders who already
have votes as shown in column (3) iz laige in propor-
tion to those who have homes in the district as shown
in colpmn (2}, Already guile a namber of polls have
failed because the majority of loecal home owners

favoring adoption of site-value rating have bgen onl-
vated by the wacant lot holders, combiped with a
minority of local residenis.  In others no proposals
¢ ever heen presented for polls becauss the present
trength of vacant lot holders foredooms them
ailure,

Surely vour couneil will net support such 2 travesty
as in the wproposal o give vasant lof holders the
additional voles shewn In cotuwmn (47

VoL
T

You will agree that those who have thelr homes
in the municipality are contributing to its progress
ang more & ied to determine the raking syebtem
to e used than vacant Iot holders. The tendency of
the times iz rather ¥o restrict the vole o thoss who
Hve in the district, Analysss have shown that gener-
ally mors than 7% per cent. of vacant lot holders
do not lve in the district at all

The extra vacani lot helders who would receive
votes under fhis proposal on an average figure of
£3 M.AV., contribube a maximum of 12/- per annum
in council revenue. Thizg is inadeguate o more than
cover the eost of preparing the sssessments, et alone
a real share of council costs. Such lots andey unim-
proved value prading would pay about 36/~ This is
more reasonable but still low., It would bhe grossly
unjust o give wvacant holders paying these nominal
amounts the same voting strength as local residents
paving up to £10 annually,

Theve iz also s definite administrative wenkness
since normal Voters” Rolls would not be applicable,
It would be necsssary to prepare s special roll of
gwners of vacant lots of less than £5 NAY. as well
a8 the normal roils,

We feel sure you will agree the proposed change
in voting is inequitable apd ill-advised. We there-
fore reguest that you advise the Municipal Association
aceordingly and that vou consider no action should
be taken by it to seek any amendment 0f the Act to
give votes to vacant holders below £5 NAY. ai such
polls,

SITE-VALUE RATING

Aungast Campaigns Reach Climax

The temipo of the rating campaigns has now guick-
ened in Malvern, Castlemaine and Cobram, where poils
are 1o be taken on Saturday, August 27

Wialvern Cily

The most mtensive campaign is in thiz City, where
there are 17576 vobters on ihe yolls, Malvern has an
ares of 4,022 acres and population of 46,375, There
are 12,264 distinet buildings in wse as dwellings, with
14,012 dwelling units. There are 8§23 shops and other
buildings, while there are 929 vacant land assessments.

The TUnimproved ©Capital Value of land was
£13,318,592; Capital Improved Value, £44,541 393 valus
of buildings and other Improvements, £31.4222 801; and

the Nett Annual Valoe £2,230 886, Rate in ¥ of annual

ralue wag 2/6, to which 5.0254, in the £ of ULV, i8

eguivalent in revenue yield to the Council

The East Ward is the most remobe Irom Melbourne
and least settled.  Here the demand for site-value
vating had its commencement and main drive. Coun-
cillor Arthwor Morgan was elected on $hds issae last
yvear in that Ward., The Chadstone-Bast Malvern
Progress Association s sponsoring a candidate against
Or. Montague, The latler in 1943 had his name on a
pamphlet opposing site-value rating.  He now does
ot declare an atbitude, bat urges people to voie ac-
cording to their conscience. Mr., Armstrong is forth-
right and uneguivocal iIn advocacy of site-value rating
in his election pamphlets and press reports.
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Thers is an election also in the North Ward, where
the centre of opposition lies in the large frontage
mansions of Toorak, the Glenferrie Road business
site-owners and a goodly number of sub-standapd
huildings,

The Malvern Rating Beform League has brought
ouh & pamphlet now being distributed to househoiders.
It is 8 very good pamphlet and should be valuable in
its effect in educating voters.

Castlemaine Town

This Town has 5760 acres, The total assessments
for 1951/2 were 2400, of which 1810 had dwellings on
The

themn. There were *ahw aboui 600 vacant lots.
valuztion iIs complete, the fgures being: ULV,
£611,000;, CIV., £3,102478; value of buildings and

other improvements, £24924Y8. WA V. £1552%2 A
rate of 103d. in £ of ULV, will yield the squivalent
revenyue to last vear’s rate of 3/6 in £ WAV,

We have not heard of much intensive public eam-
palgning here, apart from a few letiers In the press.
But ratepavers have now received the statements
which the Council must send, comparing rates payable
on  their properties under the alternative sysiems,
They can therefore make an informed cholce,

Cobram Shire
Here the vahuation s complete and nolices have
gone to ratepayers. Reports are scanty, but opposi-
ticn has been met and ex-Couneilior Breen has been
asked to address g omeeting thers for WAV, Cobram
is on the Murray bordering New South Wales, and its

distancs prevents much dirset hslp from Melbourne.
Howewver, Or. J. is also going along o put

the case for sibe-v ai ?;1&11’;&;,

DEMAND FOR SITE-VAIUE RATING W

WANGARATIA

ook place in Wangaraths
1w oconvensd by Tour ex-
weh, §o P Larvking, W
3 The purpose of the meed
“for those who wanted to de-
value rating and alse o de-
counci! resign snd {face the

A monster _g::sub%z’ meeting
on Priday, Auvgus
councillors, de
Smith and W, Wh; :
ing waa xm»eﬂ" mc% a%
mand & change o s
mand i;lmt ihe ;)resef
slectors.”

it was ¢
flowed 26, Patrick

ot

imated thal
5 I

C'VO‘Vd whi'* h OVer-

the ]‘yz ige

amazing response.
The only gpeakers

were the four ex-cour

who called the meeiing. The resoinficn on s «cfwmme
raiing read:
“This meeting requests that a pelition be presented

to the Wangaratia Borough Council demanding a poll

to be held to determine whether unimproved land
valie rating be adopted”

The second resolution was:

“This meeting of over a thousand Adl.?paveﬂs R

presses s complete lack of confidence in the pressnt
council in view of the fact that eouncni{;rs have nal
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honowred thelr promises o reduce rates. We demand
the immediate resignation of all councillors.”

At hhe meeting s committes to organise the peti-
tion and present it to council was formed comprised
of Messrs, J. . Cellier, M. 8. Payne, A J. MacKsy, L.
Gales, J. W, Graham, A Thrush, L. W, Greenwood,
L. J, OFeefe, 1. A Larkings, R, J. Lowe and B. Kerr.

The necessary minimum fotal of 300 signatures of
ratepayers to the petition was obtained over the week-
end, and the petition will ke presenied to council on
September 1, thiz being the earliest date it would be
acceptabls,

The mesting was fully reported in “Wangaratia
Chromicie” of 9/8/55. Mr. Neil Stewart spoke for
about an hour, and the others for shorfer periods. The
whele account was absorbingly inferesting, ocecupying
mors than a complele issue of our jowmnal “Progress.”

It is impossible o zive gpace in this journal to a

detailed account of the meeting. However, one Inter-
eating disclosure made by Mr. Stewart was thet a

road to ke run in from Held Sireet jmto the main
Murphy Street centte would chiop up nesrly all the
Clark BEstate block and give az frontage of 158 feet to
the bicck owned by MeCormick and Cr. Nolan, It
woild then run out into Oveng Strest directly in frong
of Cr. Molan's shon,

The Molan-MoCormick va
Wangaratts has retarded

N "R
ant land in the heare of
proper development of

i ﬂ(;z’@uf{h for many e o It is oty surprising
'E\'Jﬂth Arlemen are 50 strongly opnosed o g

2 term which would make them pay
ths,u i«;zz‘ share In rakes,

Both reselutiong were carrled with hardly 2 dise
sentient,
Al four conveners had stzztas—d Eney wers nob eah-

for of
rg retire an

gidates themselves

Three couneil

mabically

and come up

ior ra-el "fiii;ﬂ ‘é‘hi‘% mm}‘rh T iilors
Petly, ! Additionsl nominations
at olo ‘!!355 g Mr. K. J. Lowe and My

We do not know Mr. Kavanagh's

ue, but My, 16l

shyong

iowe 1y %

e rating,

C oo lttle value, thousands
: ! in “Talts” The odds
“win’ are lmm ¥, Tne vast majority of in-
5, week after wesk frowm thelr slender finanses
ald with no real prospect of reward, make saoyifice
Lady Luck,

Due to the present economic seb-un, Georgisty
fnances ave alzo slender. However, i the certainty
that good effort aiw&y& hears good fruit, certain of
us are contributing 5/- per week {and mﬂre} o fin-
ance Georgist work., Wil you join them?

The work already yields good fruit, Without the
alleviating effect of Siie-Valus Hatineg, now uszed so
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extensively throughout Australia, and of other pre-
ventative work hy Georgists, sconomlic conditions
woitld be Tar worse. Along with the others, Georgists
therefore get s personal veturn from Georgist work,

Thersfore I ask that vou re-invest this return by
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addig your nawme 0 those who already contribuie at
the rate ¢f 5/- or moare, not to the gambie which is
Tatis, but o the Ceripinty which is this movement.

W. H, PITT, Hon. Treasurer.

HENRY GEORGE FOUNDATION TRUSTEE PASSES
MR, HARRY FPITT

The deaih of Henry Avihur Pitt, G.B ., takes from
g one whoge Georgist history goes back o the days
when crowded debating societies had George's writings
to discuss, each g it came Irom the press. Harvy Pt
77777 as he was Enown to most—and his brothers were
considerable debaters and Georpe’s visih here In 1840
would have been s more than ordinary indersst to
them.

WMr. Bdwin Pitf, younger by a year or so, tells how
5 little time eariier thev had both been caplivated by
Bellamy's “Looking Backward,” the socialist theories
of which they, with the fall knowledge of sixteen and
seventeen years apiece, had decided would inevitably
be in full operation a faw years thence. However, theay
nad two elder cousing, Willle and Frank Piti, each a
redoubtablie nare In our movement, and joyous fellows,
These saw the humour of the youngsters being deluded
by a socialist, young Harry heing a brilliant scholar,
and promptly introduced "George” into the discussions.
Did it well too, for Mr. Eroest P, o brother youngsr
again, recalls that he was as good as born g Georglst,
never hearing anything else in the home.

Harry Pitt rose to the itop; as a Georglst committee
member and Foundation Trustes: as Director of Fin-
anece in the Siate Public Rervice; then in “refirement”
as the Co. in Tan Potter and Co,, the spectascular Wel-
hourne brokers; in sport as president of the Lawn

Tennis Association. From all these felds he will be

sadly missed,

While Director of Finanee, hie was part of s dele-
gation to wrge our pirincipies on his Premier, Bir
Williarm MePherson, The latier conceded The truth
of the case, particularly as put by his Finance Divector,
bt was poltically impotent to adopt the proposals.

tarely an over propagandist, Herry Pith seidom
missed opportunity to point oul how useless were non-
Greorgist suggestions, And even amongst ourselves he
had o quist lsughing way of showing up ths weak
apnroach, Nof 50 many years back, when Federal
Parllament was dendlocked, a group of Georgists were
arguing i, all frog different angles. But ithis all
stonped, when he guizzically enguived whether so much
of Governmental action being in opposition o our
principles, would it not be preferabls were the dead-
lock to continue. He preferred to leave well alone.

That attitude imay have shown the keynote L0 his
character. Not to meddle, where 1 could do no good,
left him time and energy for the things that could
be accomplished.

To his son and daughters who, with several grand-
children, survive nim, go our sincers condolences on
the passing of a more than ordinary man.

o~

SUBTLE EMNCOURAGEMENT TO PRODLICTION

In hiz message 10 the pecple of the United States
last May, President Risenhower said thab he would
recommend a completely revised programine of taxa-
tion in January, 1954, He stated that studies were
ander way by the appropriate commifiee and de-
clared:

“Crar system of taxation must oot ouly provide
our Government with the resources to be streng for
ireedom’s sake, but also snable our people o spply
thelr initiative and industry froitfully In an economy
that is itgeli free and strong.

*This means taxes so adjusted as to fall where
payment I8 least harmful and so planned as &0
create jobs and expand the income of bthe mass of
the people.”

In view of the constant efforts of the various
units of government to find new sources of revenue,
and in view of the burdensome taxes which are being
carried by the people of the country, it might be well
to examing the revenue-produeing provisions of the
Irrigation District Act of California and to weigh
their impact on the situation.

Specifically, the Water CUode provides that dirvec-
tors of Trrigation Districts can levy an assessmend
on the land, exclusive of Improvements, suflicient for
fized obligations and for other specified purposes.

Thug, the burden of the tax falls on the land and
not on the orcharvds, the vineyards, the farm strus-
tures, nor the equipment which are s necesary part
of ihe agricultursl enterprise.  The man who uses
hig capifal and hiz Iabonr to improve his place is
thereby not handicapped he is acinally assisted,
for he knows that bhizs Irrigation Disirict cannot tax
the fruits of his endeavour, .

The provisions in the Waier Code which establizsh
this procedure have brought about some noteworthy
changes In the sagricuitural development of Cali-
tornia,  Many big farms have been broken up into
small farms when the original owners found the
taxes on thelr extensive holdings burdensome. The
owners drew their own conclugiong that they might
well dispose of thelr holdings to persons who would
wnprove fhem. This i3 recognised as advantageous
to the economy of the State.
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activities of Irrigation Districts contelng the answer. . e nnd
It it this: i

In 1956 the Irrigation Distriets of California raised
over 7,000,000 doliars through assessments on the
lang. The same disiricts collected water tolls amount-
ing to over 80000600 dollars. This appears 0 bhe
conciusive apd inescapable evidence that the
ment of the land is still an important means of
ing the revenus nscessary to carry on the affalrs
of the districts.

Therefore, the subtle encouragement to the men
of production is still operating — most cevtainly it
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