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CURRENT COMMENTS

GOVERNMENT WAIVES DUTIES
A news jem states that large savings on
accrue to Saate Governments
decision  concerning

essential
a4 re-
customs

importations should
sult of o Commonweslth
duties.

The Federal Government has agreed to waive all
duties on certain essential goods which the States have
had to import because the reguirements could not be
ohtained in Australia.

The decision will mean a savings of millions of pounds
1w the States. For Victoria the savings on locomotives
alone will be at least £18000,000,

The annocuncement follows s conferemce of officers
of the Customs department; of the States Raflway depart-
ments and of large Australinn engineering companies, at
which proposals for the Kfting of custom dJuties and prime
age on locomotives and other requireinents were discussed.

The Victorian Raitway Commissioners sought the cone
cession in reapect to the following:

50 “MY class locomotives,

10 diesel shunting locomotives,

500 goods srucks,

2600 steel tyres to be imported from United Kingdom.

Conference was told that local manufacturers could
construct the rolling stock required, bur the time factor
under existing conditions made it advisable that the orders
should be placed abroad.

This is excellent news and the Government is te b
commended on its decision.  But we hope that such wis
dom will not rest at that. Tt 1s not only government de-
partments that need to be freed from the vising costs, but
cqually {or more so} private industry and the consumars,
For a start, let us hope the government can be induced
co extend s action to waive duties on all the articles
that go into housing, as a means to reduce the cost of
housiﬁg, and then to waive the duties on all goods 1o
help consumers reduce the cost of living.

TARIFFS AGAIN

Mr. . . Poletta, spokesman of “Prestige Ld” 2
hosiery firm, in his Annual Report o his shareholders,
made & blatant appeal for high tariffs and the shutting
out of British textile imports.

The report itself was published in full the press

and then printed again @ fow days later i o frame a5 an
advertisement, although ao advertisers name appeared with
i

This report follows the Hpes of the naked wnd
uoashamed  sectional selfishness now recognised to have
led to the trade recession of the thirties. It aims at

inteasification of the evil conditions which it has been the
aim of responsible leaders in most countries 1w break
d(?\ﬁ’ﬂ.
This report was followed by a letter to the “Herald,”

from Mr. . M. Atkinson.  The letter is given below:

Sir,Under the privilege of tariff protection there has
probably never been printed an appeal for moaopoly such
as that by Mre G, G, Foletra, on behalf of Prestige Lid.
in his demand to shut out British textiles.

it is only o few years since Britain, alone, standing
between us and Nazi domination, was being applauded by
My, Folemta and all but the Communists.

MNow that she bhas saved us and is struggling te save
herself by inereasing exports, Mr. Foletta appeals for poli-
rical afid to ride roughshod over even that privilege-giving
child of our creation, the Tanff Beard to shut out all
but what he calls capital goods. Could any public appeal
he worse?

Awstralians economically fmprisoned behind their own
tariff walls must suffer any price dictated by their own

protected  manufacturers.  In the aggregate, the people
pay up to £200 millions a year more than the world's
value for their daily needs.

This uneconomic policy greatly reduces real wages,

causes unnecessary hardship and provides for the Com-
munist his main battle cry agalnst capital

Privileged monopoly, as advocated. tarnishes the just
and beneficent co-operative acts of capital and makes it
the target for the ignorant attacks of the Communists
and fellow travellers.

This letter appeared in the Herald of 30/8/49, and
underncath it appeared the wvery significant news item

under the following heading:

Mr. FOLETTA TO HEAD TARIFF LEAGUE

Mr . . Folettz has been elected president, and
Mr, L. ] Levey deputy president, of the Awvstralian In-
dustries Protection League, Other officers are Messts, E
F. Atkins, B, 1 Fairnie, 1. O Harkness, L. J. Hartoett and
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W, G. Stanley (vice-presidents) and Mr. G, Payne (hon.
Treasurer). '

This little dtem explains a lot.  The annual report
with its plea for protection is seen to be not a spontaneous
thing but as ipspired utterance for the body which has
done {perhaps) more than any other to produce poverty
and low living standards in Australiz, and foster il will
Once again the old game is to be repeated.

THE BREAD INQUIRY

A commission of inquiry inte the baking industry
wrs held recently.  Judge Seretton deliversd his - report,
the substance of which favoured a government monopoly
to control the industry.

He found that the industry had developed into some-
thing bordering closcly upon a private monopoly under
the control of a relatively few large millers. The idea of
the report scemed to be that it would be better to have
a government monopoly than a private one.

With the honesty of this report there can be no
question. The facts revealed were very striking. &t hias
been apparent for a lomg time that there is a monopoly
control of price within the industry and persons seeking
to undersell have been crushed out by with-holding
supplies.

Bur we suggest that the real alternative 5 not to as
sume that monopoly is inevitable. The real remedy is
to break the monopoly, to promote competition.  Tn fact
it may be regarded as a primary function of the govern-
ment to promote competition.

The legitimate justification of government entry into
industry would be to provide an element of true compets
ition. The vovernment might be justified in setting up
bakeries of its own in competition with private ones, i
it cannot otherwise ensure there is mo monopoly.

But it was recently shown where a privatd baker
was underseiling the remainder and was compelled by the
Government Price Fixing Commission to raise Iz price
to that of the others. Here we see the full firce of
government arrayed on the side of monopoly, to the
detriment of consumers.  Under these circumstances the
government must share the blame for the plundering of

abread.

consumers.

But it should also be borae in mind that the govern
ment is putting obstacles in the way of those who might
otherwise break monopolies. Millers and bakers need
sites to operate upon.  Our land policy by raising the
price of land means that only limited number of firms
with large capital can enter the business.

Again, would-be competitors need expensive machin-
ary and plant.  Heavy duties are imposed  on these
materials, which again necessitate much larger capital to
husiness than would otherwise be needed.
T the capital needed for any business is doubled, it
reduces the possible competitors, If the amount now
needed i £2.000 and can be reduced to £1,000, there
would probably be ten persons who could afford the
fower amount to every one who could afFord the higher
Remove the burdens on  industry and vou remove

monopoty. L .

crash into the
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LAND VALUE TaX URGED
In Liew of Rail Fare Rise
- Ao amportnt comribution 1o the problems of rail
tates was mmade by the Trades Hall Councit last week,
when a deputation waited upon the Premier {(Mr. Holl-
wav), o urge thar 4 ax be levied uvpoen antmproved land
valucs to meet the rising cost of wrain and tram services
and  avoid increased  fares and  freights. The meeting
was reported in the “Age” 8/6/49 as follows: )

“The Leader of the Seate Labor Parry {Mr. Caind
said there was pgreat feeling throughour the Stawe that
excess charges should be avoided if possible. These would
destroy the possibilicy of successful decentralisation of in
dugtry, and would affect people who had to live in outer
suburbs.

The secretary of the Trades Hall Council (Mr ]
Y. Stout), said the matter should be considered from the
aspects of housing, decentralisation and a tax spread over
the whole community. '

The burden was heaviest on working people who had
tn use public means of transport. e considered the
most eauitable form of taxation would be on uwnimproved
land values throughout the btate

Mr. F. ] Riley (TH executivey sald the working
people had no hope of recouping themselves for extra
costs, and were losing on the basic wage through having
to pay increased fares.

Those living in outer suburbs, such as Heidelberg,
Maidstone, and Ashburton, whe wers struggling to buy
their homes, were losing several shillings a week through
the increased fares.

He contended that the tramways showed a profit.
Train, ram and bus services should be co-ordinated.

The possibility of decentralised industries being forced
to return to the metropolitan area because of increased
freights was discussed by the assistant secretary of the

THC (Mr M. C C. Jordan}.

The Premier, replying, said as things existed at pres
ent any Government swould be forced through economic
jressure to do exactly what his Government had done.

He would discuss with Cabinet the suggestion for a
tax on unimproved land values.

The Premier suggested that an all-parfy commitiec
in Parliament should try to solve the problem. He woul”
discuss with Mr, Cain the ides of a wx” o

“This is 2 most timely proposal at the present time,
i adopted it would tend to counter the rising price of
land, which renders economic development impossible to
many new producers, as would a rise in freights, and it
could actually reduce these freights to the advantage of
decentralisation of industry. The deputation is to be
commended on its insight.

FINDERING THE FIRE FIGHTERS

Clmate dogs count.  Flax is a plant which fecls keenly
the vagaries of Victorian chimate. Farmers don't like tG grow
flax because the quality and vield are so uncertain and
vary with the rainfall conditions. However, Canherra
pusd substantial subsidies as a war time measure and much
28 processed,

Some was made up as fireman’s hose for gething water
to the fire with good pressure behind the jet.

But fire protection officers of the Blectdaty Commis:
sion and the Forests Commission told the Tarff Board
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September,
{A&X., 11/6/493, that this Austrulian hose was less endur
ing and less watertight. The Chief Officer of the Metro-
politan Fire Brigades Bosrd stated that fire brigades will
use imported canvas hose in preference to Australian
whatever rate of tariff duty is unpv"d Evidently these
gentlemen are anxious to put out fires promptly.

Protected  manufacturers, avid for dllicit  gains, are
careless about firefighters who struggle against bush fires

HENRY GEQRGE COMMEMORATION

The Annual Commemoration of the birth of Hewry
George was held at Royal Arcade Cafe, of Friday, Sep-
tember 2. The attendance was good and guests com
mented faveurably on the function.

Mr. Harcourt Bell occupied the chatr, and after a
number of apologies had been read, addressed the gather
ing on the nesd for combating the advancing dde of
socialism.

G. T, Bateman referred in appropriate terms o
the loss of several of our able and stalwart supporters,
principal reference being to Mrs. Fred. Howden, H. G.
Brett and BT Hlodgkiss, These, with G A Watson,

constitute a loss that will be felt n our League for years
to come,

Following » short interval, the chairman  introduced
Mr. W. H. Pitt, one of the younger men, who have

hel p{:d to st:ﬂnuthcx} our movement in recent years.  Mr
Titt very ably dgait with the need of organisation to bring
George’s teaching to the notice of the Dubhr*

Another short interval was followed by an address
from Dr. Paul G Dane, who was, as naturally to be
expected, received with pleasurable anticipation.  In spre
of a severe cold, Dr. Dane did not disappoint us.  With
trenchant and pathy comment he showed the absu ridity of
worshipping the word SECURITY.

Real Security could come only from  Justice and
Freedom, and these could only be fully obtained when

the principles for which Henry George stood were ac
cepted in our social and economic system,
FREDERIC THOMAS HODGKISS

There passed to his eternal rest, on August 16, one
of the most remarkable men knowa to the propagation

of the Henry George philosophy  in Australia - Mr
Frederic Thomas Hodgkiss.
Born in London m 1863, Mr. Hodgkiss, having ac

splendid education, entered the
one  of the great London
reader, and  everything

quired the rudiments of
journalistic  profession  on
datlics.  He became a3 voracious
of & sertous nature became grist to his hungry mind. He
read deeply in the clssics m his youth, paying grest
attention to Shakespeare, Milton and Browming, apart from
his fntense study of the Bible,
As a young man he read
paper-bound edition of Progress

m London the fourpenny
and Poverty, and became

an immediate disciple to the wmaster economist, George,
and  untit bis  death never ceased  to labour tor the
Georgean  philosophy, which he often described  as a

“philosophy or a way of hfe” He crossed to US.A.

and entered the book trade soon after reaching man
hood.  Here he made personal contact with the Rev.

associates,

v, McGlyan, and many of George's famous
He often told the story that reception to G
he was s0 overcome al the greathess and modesty of
guickly slipped away instead of meetng

SOorsd

Geprge that he
his dol,
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By, HoAgkw« at this juncture jomed
fetter  writtng “corps,” and  with  many
bombarded prominent journals and men wit

and  articles.

as secretary a
VIZOTOUS  men
h apt letters

Lenving 1J.5.A. in 1892, he kinded in Melbourne

and for 37 wvears waged a ceaseless war for economic
justice. He worked at the same table as the hte Max

this as fthe
his life, re-

cied
period of

Hirsch for seven vyears, and  often
most semarkable and  educarional
varding Hirsch as one of the greatest minds of the
period.  He played o prominent role as masager and
editor of the “Beacon™ and the "Arens,” in th-. mmpnn“
of Hirsch, and over all that period even unto his death
possessed an undying admiration for the purity of motive
and inicllectual ygreatness of this great Jewish gentleman.

dr. Hodgkiss converted the late Louls Jacobs to the
(eorgean philosophy, and was rewarded by Mz Jecobs
gift of £10,000 to the English Foundation, for the propa-
gation of {(eorge’s works,

Until two months before his death he maintained
a world wide correspondence, and was 2 constant.contris
butor to  journals outside Awustralia,  Sev sl of  his
pamﬂhi ts were translated into German ance other lan-

=5, AL 75 years of age he commenced and succeed-
od 0 memorizing all of Shakespeare’s sonnets, He was
tolerant of every colour and creed and alwavs delighted
in the company of children. He composed s number of
songs for the State School papers.

He was truly a man of many parts, keenly musicsd,
having written original works on the “mathematics” of
music, none of which he published, arguing the economic
fustice alone could save civilisption and that it should
precede everything else.

He lived and enjoyed life and was abwavs happy.
Wealth or its pursuit meant nothing to him.  He feh
that he had a mission in life, and for aearly seventy
vears pursued 1t with unflagging zeal. By his death the
Henry George movement has truby lost a stalwart

Below we publish a stiveing eulogy written by Dr.

Trane, whe was unable through illness to attend the
funeral. It was read at the graveside by Mr J. M
Adkinson
Frienes,—

It s santh feelings of regret thar Foam not a (23]

be with you 1o respects  to  the  wmemory  of

Froderick Thomas

fay  my

Hodgkiss,

You have eathered to say Farewell to one whoss
whole life was devoted to the service of his fellow man.

His funeral has not been accompanied by the solemn
of the oreat funeral marches,

and meving sounds of one
nor are flags flying in their sad beauty {rom our public
buildings, but vet we few know that even such cere
monious  tributes  as those  weueld have beon even
than he deserved.

During his leng life, Mr. Hodgkiss never swervec

from the p(-th of duty —his path of duty was that many
great and good men have trod, the path leading to a
state of justice—u stare of freedom such as men have not

vet ever known.  This path of Freedom i long and hard
ei tread 16 requires Faith and Courage, and a great
and  abiding dove for all wmanking rederic Thowas
Hodgkiss had all these.  In of all the sethacks
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which. eur movement has had, in spite of all the rrials
and disappointments—such as weary and exhaust those of
lesser faith — Mr. Hodgkiss pressed om, ever with o«
happy smile, knowing and believing that some day some
where, the goal will be reached at last

He was a happy man; he was o man who never
uttered a harsh word about others.

He was a man who, with his great friend the lute
Max Hirsch, saw clearly that the great bog in which
human  liberty  might  and ould bhe lost, was

surely  w
the emasculating doctrines of socialism.

Alas, we are witnesses today toe the foresivht and
prophecy of these two righteous men.  Perhaps, had the
teachings of thesc two been listened to more cagerly in
London, our ideas might have gained more seady accept-
ance,

It s not necessary to say mere ol the virtues and
iife of our deparmd friend.  You all knew him-—mere
words cannot convey our deep appreciation and our re-
gets that nature has ar last claimed hin, He is gone
whenee he came.  Let his life be an isspiration to all
of us to fight the good fight in spite of seeming defent—
a good cause i3 never a lost cause,

We cannot see a monument raised to this soldier, but
we know that some day the mighty cities of the world
will be embellished with monuments to this great leader

and these will confirm in stone the memories of  all
those who saw in Henry George the grear Caprain of

Freedom.  And so without the sound of @ trumpet re
quiem, and without banners waving, we bid farewell to
one who embodied all those wvirtues we associate with
the character of a christian  gentleman,

LAISSEZ FAIRE, LAISSEZ ALLER

Knights in armour, lances at the ready, face
other from opposite eads of the tournament.  Shortly af
a signal cach will charge full tilt as his horse gallops down
the fisld.

A fair ficld and no interfersnce, such s the meaning
of laissez fuire, and then “Let them go So the herald
shouts, “Laissez faire, luissez aller)” as with trumpet blast
he signals the start of the baitle

Abrzham Lincoln reflected thar signal  wll in his
specch before the batile of Bull Run: "This 15 a struyele
for maintiining in the world that form and substance of
government whose leading object s to clevate the con-
dition of men, to lift artificial weight from 2l shoulders,
to clear the paths of lwdable pursuit for all, ro afferd
an unfettored  start.”

Daoped by EBducation

Read any text book on cconomics and the distortm,
One half, laissez afler, s suppressed. the other half per
verted.  Interference with  trade is given support and
further interference in the affairs of citizens is descrtbed
with approval, but the princple behind “ldssez faire”” i3
treated with disdain,  These writers have ample educar
tien, but they lack understanding. A fair field and oo
official favours from wovernment for one contestant 15 an
ideal which scarcely registers in our younger generation.
They have been doped by education.

The Oid Slogan

The United States, home of high protection, is bemng
led by events to take a much more favourable wview of
Free Trade as a ustional policy,  Manufactures o America

5
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have been expanded by large scale production so far that
the sxport market has o firm attraction.  This was not
so when the “wfant industry” sentiment Tooled Abraham
Lincoln.

Al this modern economists jargon about bilareralism
and  mudtilaterabism boils down, az any mavelled  oitizen
fknows, to the old debate between Freedom for Trade and
Protecrion by o wall of Tarifl Tases.

That grear cconomic conception, Freedom for Trade,
has been submerged or comouflaged in o chaotic post-war
world,  But untl it becomes » world reabivy, neither peace
nor order por prosperity can be folly assared.

Meither Western Europe nor the Council of Europe,
iin omy judegment. can {ulfil the hopes of thelr spopsor
unless they begin to function, and that at o not too dis
tant date, on o basis of Freedom for Trade

—Adapted from “News Chronicle,” 10/5/49,

TAXES MAKE MATCHES DEAR

Pacize tax on local maekes of matches was Lad per
dozen bowes before the war, and has now rseil o be
Td a dozen Canberra Government by evecise tay and

sales tas, acquirss a hall share of purchase ycice of each
1V4d. box of matches. These cunning, hidden tases push
ap the cost of living. Tired of taxes? Then sock your
tocal MHR, and Senator.

COLLINGWOOD RATING POLL

The Collingwood Rating Poll was very hewily de
feated as reported in our last dssue.  For this defeat the
primary cause lies with valuations.  There are many de-
fects in this velustion, all that have come o aitention
heing  against site-value rating as far as thelr influence
upon the voter are concerned.

When o municipality holds o poll on site-value rating
it is common practice for the council concerned to take
a complete valuation of dts property, revising s annual
values as well as assessing the site-value.  This i3 2 matter
of commonsense or prudent administration as well, be
cause  the Councl s reguired by faw e make w
veneral  valuation cvery six years, and by this one exr
pense they serve both purposes.  Agam Councils usually
welcome the opportusity of revising they annast values,
ard trend 10 vidues mewns thelr revenus

beciuse the upw
15 more assured,

But gt is evident that such o general overbaul of
annual values has not been made Vo lations are unalter-
ed over almost all properties i the ity

The Morth Ward & the best residentiat part of the
city of Collingwood. o it most of the councillors ‘
even though they represent other wards.  With a
re-vabuation the annual values here would have shown o
compared  with the wother wards

pronounced  rse as
which  blighted  areas are  dominant.

Althourk apnual values were oot generally vevalucd,
upimproved  values were fised o anup-to-dace abe
The result waz a disproportionality  which  affected  the
North Ward adversely, so that many people who would
have cained had the two valuations been in line, were
found to show increases on the comparative stateraent
sent out.  Among these were the councitlors living m the
ward, whose allevianee to Labor Party  principles, which
Jue rating, was not proot

commt them to support s
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inequity of the valuation,
to this is the very unre
themselv Some ides of those
by the illustations which  follow,
Impossible  Valwation  Figures

against the
Added

valuations

5 given

nature of the
shurtoomings

k-
S

s No

This house 15 Druke The

Collingwond

rate statement dssued by the il
the Unimproved Value of the site ft also

shows the Capital lmproved Value ch mesns  ihe
value of the site plus the house) ar #1530, That is the
tand plus the house s stated to be worth #1735 less

than that of the land alone. Such » valuation 15 obvicusly
impossible and absured.

The only mielligible explanation
sume thar the wvabics have been reversed E‘W mistaks and
that what {3 given 2z the unimproved lue s eeally

the value of land and fwprovements combined, and the

if owe as

i

lower figure ds that for the land.  This would give wvalues
which lock reasonable both for land and improvements.

Orn this busis the house svould be worth about £173 and
land £130. But it would mean that the Councl statement
fras overstated the amount of the rates payable on the
change to unimproved value rating. Instead of £9/17/9

they would only be £4/11/3 in this case.

One can well dmagme that the person getimy  this
statement would hardly  be bkely to want fo vote fa
the change. A mistake bas oscurrgd 1 h;s

cage. I how alher cas the same type of
mistake

The i‘ﬂ’cd of m‘;h a mistake in determining the way
the roceiver casts his wote is just as bad as ain,ugh it
were done with ntention to deceive,

An Absird Valuation

PROGRESS

classic

sharws a

The

The phoio
91 and 93 vxwiun

but the one has more Tang l ai the back md aide  than
the other They are owaed by the same purson. Both
ihe same rental value bur the land we of 1

e
that of the other with the
despite the fact that the one
than the other the wvalue of
] the valuation
statvment o S0 we reach
the i)’stii‘d result Eimi tfw two ad(’:rts(ai houses are va aied
in the one case at a mere £10 and in the other at £680.

That the Voters Rolls  themselves T oyears
bl shown very by one
cramplo,

while
thut
value

st oat L1171
land 15 £163.
O more n land

plus

E:xl\,iN !(

been in a way 18 strikingly

{ ";dmnm

Cruing,”
on which

wood Voters
Cromwell Strest |
value of whiwh fs given as £1¢
the mares are £3 per The Sium Aboli
of 1936 showed these thon \Mupm.‘ by
the worst possible tvpe,, B only for demolition.

that 106110
the tatable

GEIILRY,

But when the photoempher visited the scene to snap
the “wums” he Tound that they consiseed of the fine
factory shown above.  Further inguiry showed that the
fuctory was  bwle s 193G, wvery seon after the Slum
Abolition Survey. 5o far oas the evidense of the rolls
show, 1 would appear that the Council vecords were
almost 12 }'z:—irs aut of dite,

Baged upen such unrelinble  wdaations,  the uneil
isedf sent out o omisleading letter to citizens, org them

sum wl:.i%:i';
the chang
much larg-

would

1w Jarge

under

clumge, B mention

g hetels wonld
nention the hich a
sories and i 21 hotels
it left the ﬂww ht i the

tr oppose the
10 factories anad
bt omiticd to
cr o oapmber of f

mcue under the chanee. FECIE
cnts minds, that i was houscholders that would h;u £0
carey the dncrenses as a0 group. Under thes

disabalitios 1t is little wonder thar the  site-value

1 oot carvied i the ity
Efa‘QLND("}\l CO IWCTLL
: en casanltics of
sitevalue g given o our lest ssue, we
ssendon. Lo will be remembered thar a
ced io Bssendon Counail m May,
to annual value rating,  This motion
but  when the matter came  before
s dofeated by 9 votos to 20 Tha i

BLECTIONMN
opponeits of
cann add one

Yeothe st

motion  was

introdu

counci

open
: father-
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ed by Councillor Pethybrnidge, who came before the
clectors at the August elections, and paid the penalty for
his disregard of the wishes of the majority. Voters are
now becoming a lot more rating conscious, with the new
drive for rating reform in this State.

WOORAYL SHIRE MOVE

A fiying start towards a poll on sitevalue rating
has been taken in Woorayl Shire, following a public
meeting arranged by the Victorian Dairymen’s Assoui-
ation, and bheld in the Shire Hall, Leongatha, on Septem-
ber 22

The guest speaker was Mr. A. R. Hutchinson, B.Sc,
AMILS, Aust, RBesewrch Director of the Land Values Re-
search Group, who had been invited 1o give information
on the merits of site-value rating. The meeting was
attended by about 80 citizens from all parts of the Shire,
and 5 wvery great deal of enthusiasm was shown by
those present.

In opening the meeting, Mr. W. . Hinds, chair
man, indicated that the question of rating reform had
been taken up initally by the Leongatha Branch of the
WA

Mr. R. Homn, introducing the speaker, said thas
last ‘year, following an address by Mr. P. Noldt, the
Shire WValuer, which was favourable to site-value rating,
a deputation had waited on the council, asking for a
change. The councillorz knew little about the subject
and were not opposed to it, but would not move for
2 change and it would be necessary to go about it the
hurd  way. '

After an informative address, many gQuestions were
directed to the spesker, and then a resclution was sube
mitted that immediate steps be taken to petition the
Woarayl Council for a poll with a view to the change
to sitevalue rating. This was carried with only five
dissentients.

A committee was formed on the spot, comprising
Messrs, H. Potter, J. Cuttress, W, ] Hinds, § J. Wil
liaras, and L. Horn, with power to add. Petition forms
were produced at the meeting, and were widely signed.
There are 1800 voters om the Shire Rolls, so that about
200 sipnatures arc needed, but efforts will be made to get
several times the minimum  number

Congratulations  to  Woorayl citizens on being the
first to move for the new municipal year

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AMENDING BILL

Provision for Scrutineers

The Local Government Amending Bill was introduced
1 the Legislative Gouncil on Auvgust 30 by the Minister
of Public Works (Mr. I Kennedy). It contains the long
promised amendment fo permit scrutineers at rating polls,
This is in response to long continued demands from muni-
cipal councils following the abuses seen in the Heidelberg
(and other) polls, and the anomaly that persons reguired
to put forward £20 deposit in demanding polls, are not
permitied to have scrutineers to see that the polis are con-
ducted in good faith and that their deposits are safe-
guarded.

On this matter the amendment i clear, simple and
straightforward. 1t is covered by clause 7 and glves
right to scrutingers in these terms:

* The persons making the request or any three of them,
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the persons declaring themselves opposed to the pros
posal set out dn the request or any threg of them,
and the council may severally in  writing appoint
nne scrutineer to be present in each polling booth”

A Reactiopary Clause

But while the above {5 » source of gratification, the
Lill is found to contain also a most objectionable amend-
ment in clause 13, which applies only to the municipalities
rating on the unimproved value basis.

ft provides that the council must levy a different
rate between properties in use for any primary production
purpose and those used for any other purpose.

This lower rate is to apply to “rateabls propury not
ess than an acre in area and which is whollv or mainly
maintained or wsed for the time being by the occupler
for carrying on one or more of the following businesses
or industrics, namely: grazing, dairying, pig farming,
poultry  farming, bee keeping, viticulture, horticuliure,
fruit growing or the growing of crops of any kind”

Eforts to Secure Dleletion

Immediate steps have been taken to secure the dele-
tion of this clause and the General Council for Rating
Reform has sent the following letter to all members of
Parlinment. Tt 15 not known at the time of going fo
press whether the representations have been successful,
Dear Member—

“We ask your assistance to secure the deletion of
Clause 13 of the Local Government Amending Act 1949,
introduced in the Legislative Councit on August 30, for
the following reasons.

This clause is applicable only to those wmunicipalities
rating upon the unimproved value basis. It seeks 1o make
compulsory the levying of 2 lower rate on land in pr
ary production as compared with land used for other pur
pOSES.

At first glnce the clause would scem to be designed
to help primary producers and no doubt, it is upon such
grounds that it is urged. But if it be desirable that prim-
ary producers be given & rate subsidy it would be more
necessary in the districts not rating unimproved value fo
which the clause will not apply.

The fuct thar it is only proposed for districts rating
unimproved value shows that it is put forward in the
belief that primary producers are penalised i some way
under umimproved wvalue rating,

This belief is quite wrong, for the facts are that
primary producers, in the great majority of cases, pay
considersbly less in rates than they would if raied under
annual-value rating.  This i not merely a matter of
opinion. for it has been established by studies conducted
by the Land Values Research Group covering all primary
producers in the areas,

i the Shire of Dandenong the following proportions
of those described on the rolls under any primary-pro-
duction heading are paying less rates on the site-value
rating than they would under the altermative rating sys
tem: Poultry Farmers. 88 per cent.; Market Gardeners, 69
per cent: Nurserymen-florists. 73 per cent; Farmers, 46
perocent.

Bven in the City of Oakleigh the same was found,
B0 per cent. of Poultry Parmers and 66 per cent. of
Market Guardeness were carrying veduced rates under the

[
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sitevalue rating basis.  n Hedelberg (although still sar
ing annual value), a study of allproperties in the Creepe
borough riding showed thar 83 per cent. of Pouluy Farm-
ers and 64 per cent of Orchardises would carry lower
rates under the unimproved wvalue bisis,

S0 far as the grent majority  are concerned, being
already  paying less rates than they  would under the
alternative system, it s ridiculous ke suggest that they
should be given 2 further specially reduced  rate again.
The proposed clause is sought by the small minority whose
very clalm to the title primary-producer is dubious. Those
who are not aiready getting lower rates under the site.
value basis are almost invariably the ones who have much
larger propertics than they need, or who have only 2
small portion  property developed.  In many thelr inter
ests as land speculators override the extent of thelr oper
ations as producers,

It must be an obvious weakness of this clause that
it opens the door to evasion of local taxation by land
speculators and more particalarly the larger speculators.
The inclusion of grazing in the clagse as qualifying for
its benefits, offers these speculators o ready made bonus
for they have only to graze a few animals on their hold
ings to qualify for the reduction This is most serious
at this time, when land speculators are mest rehactant
to release fand to genuine wsers whether would-be prim-
ary producers or progpective home-builders and even at
high ruling prices.

Not merely would this clause give a premfum to
such speculators of the worst type, but it will add penal
ties to the more worthy citizens hecause the loss of re-
venue in the reduced rate to the one section must mean
an increased rate burden to the others to make up the
Saime aggregate revenue as before,

We therefore ask you to vote in committee for the
deletion of this particular clause from the Bill

Yours faithfully,
PAUL G. DANE (President}
HELPERS TOGETHER

Henry George. when in London in 18B7, stayed at
the home of Mr. Thomas Briggs, who advanced him £100
to establish o newspaper in New York. By this help, with
others, George founded the “Standard,” which soid
75,000 copies of its first issue and ran from January
1887 il Aagust 1892,

Mr. C T, Briggs, who remembers Heney George in
his father's home, later came to Victoria and as Chief
Mechanical Engineer of SEC. rendered sterling  service
to the State in solving problems associated with furnaces
for burning raw brown coal at Yallourn.

ORIGIN OF RATING AND TAXATION

For more than 150 years after the Norman Clonquest
the whole cost of both local und national government in
Britain. was borne by the landhalders. This was the con-
dition upon which they held, and the performance by
them of their specified services such, for instance, as
provision for armies, upkecp of roads, bridges, sea walls,
ete., education, maintenance of such poor, aged and infirm
as were unable to provide for themscives, was the cguiva-
lent of an annual rental paid to the community for per
mission to hold the common property. Gradually, how-
ever, the Land Lords passed off from themselves these
obligations, first by means of the Poor Law and iocal
tazation, and next by the invention of excise duties and
taxation.

naticnal
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Loval tuzes bepan with the Poor Law Act of 1651,

when for the first time, pryment of & Popr was
fade 4 statuiory sbligation upen Al LTI TS fand
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immediate occasion for the Act of Flizabeth
was the enormous increase in the number of landless
poor, due to the action of Heary VITT whe, in 1336,
resumed the lands of the smaller monasteries, and, in
1339, completed the business by resuming those of the
larger monastic institurions as well.  Henry's anticipation
of the varicus Social Credit schemes by his debasement
of the currency, played its part too in swelling the num-
ber of the poar.  The Church had been  the principal
agenty  for such  poor velie and schonling  as  offered,
wnd the resumption of its lands left the poor without any
provision.  Had Henry held the linds for the people it
would have been another matter, but instead, he divided
the territories taken between his immediate courtiers, and
to-day, the Russels, Dukes of Bedford, and the Cecils,
Lords of Burleigh, and of Salisbury, are among the larg-
est holders of the stolen acres of the Church. By 1349
the whole of the Guild Lands had been taken also. What
this meant to the common people may he inferred from
the fact that up to that time the ordinary farm labourer
could provision himself and family for a vear with only
10 weeks' work {14 weeks in towns), whereas, to-day,
his successor finds it impossible to do this on 32 weeks’
work {when he can get it}

As the poverty of the people increased  following
their dispossession, Parlinment passed Acts to fix wages,
to limit the number of houses to the acre, and to make
the obligation to work compulsory.  This latter provision
was carried to the length of EHIPOWETING 4 person 1o
seize and  bring before the magistrates  any  workless
labourer, whe might then be ordered to be branded upon
the forchead with the letter “S7 and handed over to his
capior as his slave,  Again and again in the preamble.
W Acts of Parliament, passed during this pericd, one
finds the reference to the large number of “sturdy beg-
gars, lately discharged from the Wars,” who were tramp-
ing the country, so, even in those davs, ex-servicemen
knew what it was to be denied the right to earn a living
n their native land. Various cfforts were made by Fliza-
beth to deal with the growing poverty of the people, and
Overseers were appoired in each parish, whose husiness
it was to go round ‘and visit the large occupiers and
invite them to contribuie o g voluntary poor rate; their
contribution to be in  accordance with their supposed
“ability to pay”: that ability being measured, as to-day,
by the size of the house and the apparent prosperity of
its occupants.  The voluntary system broke down, and
the evil becoming more ncute, the Act of 601 wms
passed.

The Lind Lords, having complete contro! of Parlia-
ment, soon discovered other wses for the Act, and as
new public services were mude compulsery by successive
Parliaments, the cost of th.se was placed on the Poor
Rate.

Natienal Taxation dates from 1660, when the Res
toration Parliament wanted money for Charles 11 From
April unti! November of that yvear, the Land Lords
debated hotly the gquestion whether the money should be
found by increased calls upon themselves, or by means
of an “excise duty on small heer” In the end the}-’
voted by a majority of 2 for an extra duty: and so @t iy
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