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CURBENT COMMENTS

TIME ON THEIR HANDS

All Switzerland was plunged in gleowm and a shiver
ran dewn ihe spine o thousands of West Buropean
industrialists,

THE REASON: President Risenhowsr had just an-
nounced his decision to increasze by 30 per cent. the
import duty on Swiss watches shipped to the United
States.

“Switzerlang faces a national catastrophs” said
American correspondents thers,

B At present almost 80 per cenbt. of her waiches are

sold in America. Mow Switzerland’s 80,060 walchmak-
erg are reported to be fachig serious losses of wages
and unemployment.

President Risenhower’s decision increases the duty
onn the waicheg to the point where it sfood ln 1939
under America’s old high tariff policy — a policy which
has peen blamed for spreading the great depression
through the world. _

The Swiss watch case, argued befors the .8,
Tariff Commission for months before it was sent for
decision to the President, was looked upon by the
whole Iree world as a test case of American trade
policy.

President Eisenhower has declared dozens of thmes
that he Is all for lower trade barriers as s means of
keeping the free world solvent.

Switzerland sent s swift protest {o the U.8. Gov-
ernment as soon as the decision was announced, and
is expected to retaliate by slapping high duties on
American machinery and cancelling her commitment
to bBuy American sgriculiural products.

{The apove negws ifem from “The Sun,” 29/7}54
shows the intimate relation of cause snd effect. Each
applicant for tariff protection thinks onty of his own
selfish intersst., Me wants to collect more from his
fellow cltizens for hiz product,

His interests are anti-social. He stands for soarc-
ity. He would exclude supply from other sources so
that he can obtain more,
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He does not realise or care that his action has
the effect that his fellow citizens have less lsft to
buy other goods — hence thers is less demsnd for the
labor to make those goods whether at home or abroad)
The nett result is that there iz s sinaller “national -
cake” to divide. He himself may wpreserve his pro-
portion of i, but it may be o smaler slice even for
him in the lﬁng run. The diminishing standard of
living with declining irade means socisl unrest. Sosial
unrest leads to danger of war, Ii breeds the belief that
things couldn’t be any worse anyway,

Those who believe in freedom of frade are in har-
mony with human progress. They woik for abundance
wihich will raise Hyving standards by producioy: more
wealth to divide, Trade is ezchangs of ihe surplus
production of individusls in one nation with those of
another. In the process ihe wealth of each iz ine
cregsed ~-Hd. ).

DEPRESSIONS IN THE MAKING
Bitrangling Weorld Trade

One does not have to be & trained observer to see
how the selfish greed of large manufacturing inter-
ests both hers and abroad is tying up that trade upon
which improvement or maintenance of Living stand-
ards depends.

Again these interests are driving for increased
tariff protection. The objective (as always) is to en-
able them to get more for their product from their
tellow citizéns than they could under competitive con-
ditions,

In thizs counfry their attack is now on the Oitawsa
agreement. We have consitstently opposed that agree-
ment over the vears, It gave preference within the
Empire by raising the tariffs of that block against
the rest of the world. It was an additional influence
in deepening and prolonging the depression ef the
toirties. It attacked other nations in pesce-time and
its répercussions were such that it is doubtful if the
Empire benefited at all, )

But the present aitack on Ottaws in our press is
not because the duties establizshed by thatb agresment
were too high — but because they are now contended
10 be too low, They are regarded as an obstacle in the
way of the interests thal want 16 secure higher tarifs
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which they know would be opposed by other members
of the Empire.

Under the shelter of the war many secondary in-
dustries were established, Difficulties were placed in
the way of private individuais starting in business
{most of those who were not already in business were
in the armed services) so the new industries wers
mainly started by already established businesses. The
expansion was particularly noted with the large guasi-
monopolist firms who had already peen building up
their reserves and profts from the extra prices they
had drawn from their fellow citizens in fariff pro-
tection. They now had government patronage and
help added.

With the cessation of the war thsse concerns
were bent on preserving their privileges at public ex-
pense and Eeeping out competition. It Is not clear
whether they were responsible for the introducilon
of the imporh Heences — but it Is cerdain it greatly
inereased their privileged positicn. It prevented
ofthers not airesdy importers from compeling with
them., Andg so we fAnd these Interssts strenuously
opposing the mild relazation secured in this “lempo-
vary” conirol and wrging restoration of its full severlty.

Tow these intsrests are vogal sbout the effect of
AT {(General Agresment on Trade & Tarrifia)
in impoding the upward moves in tariffs. The Taril
Board has recantly been e@nsmemmy e‘man{iﬁd in
personnel to mee; the great increase in applications
for exira tarif protection from these frms.

The extent of this menace ig seen in ihe news
ihem in “The Herald” of 14.6.54 thad Gfty-seven Aus-
tralian secondary industries now have applications
for increased protection before the Tariff Board I
iz indicated that in 19 the conditions of GLATT. would
make it Impossible to ralse duties without approyval
of the other partuners fo that agrecment.

Thege concerns are devold of consciencs. They
have plundered their fellow cilizens for so long they
regard i as a right to continue . They have the
puarse o buy the services of men 1o argue sheir casge
al Tariff Board sittings. The ordinary decent citizen
is 50 busy trying to keep his head sbove water that
he cannct spend time In research and appearances
hefore the Tarif¥ Board to show the evil effects of
higher duties. About the only hopeful news of gounter-
bilast is the following report of the Graziers Associa-
tion attitude. :

GRAZIERS WILL OPPORE TARIFYS

The Vielorian Graziers’ Association council yester-
day endorsed the views of its Pederal gouncil, oppos-
ing Government protection of local textile mills,

The Federal secrefary (Mr. M. R. Blaikie} said
manufacturers were proposing tariffs Trom five to 20
times the prasent rates.

This would not only mean higher prices for the
Australian consumer, but would keep oni the manu~
factures of ithe very countries who bought our wool
he said.

Office-benrers for 1954-85 slected werse:; President,
Mr. A, ¥ Harvard, of Tigboon, Viece-Presidents,
Messrs, W, J. Wilson and W, Weatherley —(“Ags”
26/8/54.)

PROGRESS

SCTOBER, 1954

HIGH RATES RAISE HOUSE RENTS

“Criticism by the Ceorgetown Commisslon (Mr.
E. 8. Lambert) of the Houging Department’s decision
to inerease rentals of its George Town homes by 3/10
a week was deseribed as misleading yesterday by the
Minister for Housing (Mr. Bramwich).

He said that in 1851 rates on Housing Department
homes with an annusl valne of 280 wers 3/4 in the £,
Bince then rates had increased to0 4/2 in the £ of NAY.
and the total cost of rates on esch home amounted io
£23/3/4 a year.

The Department had only been collecting the 1951
rate of £13/6/1% a year. The increase in the annuail
rates collected by the Commission could only cause
pne ihing — increased rentals, said Mr. Bramwich.”
(Advocate, Tas., 17/7/84).

{Wr. Bramwich iz quite corrsct. Bates must be
recovered in the rentals from tenants. But the rates
arse high on these housing units simply becatse of
the rabing systern of Mets Annual Value used in Tas-
mania. These new housing units are bullt at rﬁwdﬂ?r
hizgh costs and on a rating system based on the valugs
of the puildings the rates upcn them will ipevitably be
hizh. Base the rajesz on the valus of the sites instead
of the buildings and reductions in rensals will De
possible instead of increases—Ed.).

CHRISTIAN SOTIAL ORDER

As o provineial newspaper, the Ballarat “Courigr”
iz esteemed for the scope given o letiters from forres-
pondents.  The following letier from Miss Piocombe
appeared in August.

Monopely Iz Evil - Nt Competition

I wish fo express agrsement with Hev, Rogey
Correll n his ardicle (26/7/54) on relating Christianity
to the seclal crder and applyving the prineiples of Christ
to this “workaday world.” As he foid us, our Heavenly
Father “knowelh that we have need of these things,”
50 thers must be s Christian way of ordering our
society so that all may obtain the neecessary materisl
things for their well-being. God has given us this earth
for the supply of all cur physical needs angd we can
obtain them by the application of our labor to natural
resources. If our sociely were 30 arvanged that all
who were wiilllng to apply their labor had access to
those natural rescurces then there would be work and
gpportunity for all,

While, however, we allow the earth, God's pro-
vigion for all, to be monopolised by a few, the great
majority must inevitably be forced inio fierce competi-
tion with each other for permission to sell their labor in
order 1o live. This i definliely not a favorable clim-
ate Ior the growih of brotherhood! Monopoly is the
true evil — not competition. In a just state of zoclety,
competition among traders is the consumer’s sale-
guard, which ensurvas the smooth working of the
law of supply and Jdemand, in itself s beneficent
thing. Let us remove this unjust basis of monopoly
of the earth, and men will have every incentive fo
true co-operation, being relieved from the shadow of
ingecurity which produces an atmosphere inimical to
Christian Bving.
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FEEDING A HUNGRY WORLD

The June, 1954 iszue of the Journai of the Aust-
ralian Institute of Agriculfural Seience contalned some
interesting material concerning the world’s population
in relation o subsistence,

¥.T. Wahlen, Director of the Agriculiure Division
of United Wations F.AD, pointed cut that s continued
increase at the present rate of 13 per cent. Per G-
num would lead 1o a doubling of the world's nopulation
to 5,000 milllon in the next 45 vears.

In 1952-3, %otal food production was 17 per cent.
higher thao in 1938-38% on the average, and o matehed
8 17 per cent. population increase in that period.
Walilen pointed out that economic conditions are not
so stimulating now as a few years 2gs, for markei-
ing problems are cropping un, (Doubiless thesge inelude
arade barriers, atthough these are not spscified). Far-
thermore, this food production increase has not been
aniform throughout the world.

Wahlen remarked that Maitbus did not forses (2)
the settlement of new production areas, and (B} the
role of sclence, e.g., in fertilizers, pesticides, ete. In
U.8.4A., betwesn 1820 and 1950, the average vield per
acre In orops has Dacreased by 36 per cent.

Wahlen recognized that effective production de-
pends, inter zlia, on equitable and secure eonditions
of land tenure, aithough be iz not very specific shout
thiz matter, He mentioned that poor soils have been
bullt up to a higher degree of fertility in Japan and
Western Euarope,

Italy, with a land surfaece lesg than 5 per ceng. of
Australia’s, and about 16 per cent, of Argenting’s, pro-
duced last vear a wheat crop of 8.8 million tons, om-
pared with 5.4 million for Australia and 7.2 million for
Argentine. Her production of all cersals was 12.1 mill-
wn tons, compared with 7 million tons in Australia.

(Apparently Italy hasn’t high enough tariffs io
stimulate secondary industry, Or elze she lsn’t suffie-
iently advaneed to devote resources to the horse racing
industry. Or perhaps there is so much majeriaiism that
peoble just concern themselves with food!ly Incidently,
nearly 44 per cent, of Italy’s “productive” area Is
mountainous, and more than 46 per cent. hilly.

It was alse pointed out that synthetic fibres ean
iree for food crops now devoied to plant fibres,

In answer to the question whether the world pan
feed its people for the next generation, Wahlan Zave an
ungualified yes from the scientist’s viewpoint, He
eonciuded: “For a family of Nations Hving and work-
ing peacefully on the basis of Taege concepts [ie, ani-
versal outlook, brotherhood of man, ete.] the world
will never be too small to afford plenty for all”

In another article by J. G. Crawiford, an estimate
by Dr. A, V. Bichardson was gueoted that, allowing for
mountainous areas, there were 144 million acres suit-
able for cuitivatien ln Australia. Yet in 1952-53, there
were just over 20 million acres of cultivateg CTops.
Reference was then made 4o the estimate by Dr.
Griffith Davies of C8IRL. thab another 200 miilion
acres could, owing fo greater knowiedge of ovsrcoming
soil deficlencies, have greater pasture development and
fertiiity,
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Crawford concluded that the supply of land was
not the Hmiting facfor, and mentioned the difficulty
of the high cost of land for the incoming farmer,
However, there was no suggestion of chvizting this,

in another articie, 4. B, Callaghan stated: “There
is 1o real pressure on the average farmer on old land
to develop the production of his farm to the maxi-

uin. High prices, and the high incomes they have
brought, have made most farmers content tos,

Later he romarked: “The high purchase price of
old land has made it difficult for the man with Imited
capital resources to make a start in this indg of COUN~
try.” And further: “In thé Iong term, new land de-
velopment is most desirable, The day must come when
every acre capable of producing economically must
make its coniribution t¢ Australia’s income. But inx
the short term ohe is foreed to guestion whether the
present conceniration of effori and capital on exisi-
ing farms would not yield richer immediate dividends.”

It is clear from these articles, written by well in-
formed experts, that Nabure's store-hougse can Bro-
vids ample food for a growing work! population. Tt iz
plain that in Australis agricultural production can be
inereased fremendously. The obstacle of eourse iz land
monopoly with its resuliing high price of land. The
remedy Is collection of sife remtals for public purposes.
The experts touch on the fringe of this great issue, but
either from ignerance or digeretion do nnt go further,
The urgent necessity for making more widely koown
the Georgist remedy for these vital issues becomes
apparent.

OTWAY SHIRE BACKWARD

Set up as a Shire In 1819 this district of 8s8 54,
miles only has 4,000 population. Its railway closed
down for lack of traffic., Fxcellent soil and splendid
rainfall cannet hold the settlers. Tarifr blight “zetsled”
the potato growers. Apollo Bay has a fishing industry
and fame ag a holiday resort. Council has assessed
1870 separabe properbies yvet thers are only 1266 voters
on the roll. Which shows about one third are vacant
Blocks being held, mostly, by Speculators,

Cr. B W. Moxris favors vesumption of these vacant
blocks of land. He writes “argus,” Z3/8/54; “we have
cases of people building modern homes and business
bremises, yet the Couneil is unabie 1o provide stresis
and services worthy of these buildings, because there
are too many of these vacant allotments” '

“The owneys of these allotments will hang on io
the land unéil ndustrious people — or the Housing
Commission - build all around them and raise local
values to a high level when the specuintors will reap
a fortune they did nothing to earn.”

Well spokent Let the ratepavers shed their own
blinkers and change to Site Value Eating which hasg
& permanent, persussive pressure on speculators,
Seven shires have done so.

Flauned ¥eonomy—Victoria has 8,000 laws and is adding to
them at the frighlening rate of 58 every Parliamentary session.
Loss of time apd money in sorting out the legal tangles is
hitting everyone’s pocket—S. M. Gilmour, “Argus,” 28/8/54.

Froteelion Poliey.—CGocd films for child audiences were

stopped from Australian distribution by heavy Customs duty.
~Miss Mary Fleld, “Argus,” 28/8/84.
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TAXATION

In this falk on behalf of the “Justice” Party,
let us consider the painful subject of taxation. Even
though citizens may differ on the extent of revenus
needed by the government there can be no doubt that
governments do supply services which are necessary
to citizens and which have to be paid for.

The public funds needed have to be drawn Irom
the wealth produced by the nation as a whole and
the method of raising them is by taxationn. In Jact,
g tax is simply a chargze imposed by authority upon
some basis for the support of a government.

It all depends upon what is selected as the basis
for that charge or tax whether it is good or evil in its
efferts. It hias been said by Chisf Justice Marshall of
the United States that “Taxation is the power to des-
troy — or to create” Let us look closer at the prin-
eiples of the faxes open to us to see Wwhich have
those opposite effecis.

Although there are a multitude of taxes they can
all be reduced to two clear cut types. In fach there are
only two possible alternalive forms of faxes:

The Firsi—

Taxzation of the individual according to values
which he himself has produced by his own iabor
or capiial.

The Second--

Taration of the individual according to the share
e holgs of values produced by the community
2 a whole anart from his individual effort,
OFf the first type are income taxes, sales iaxes,
excise, tariff taxes, motor taxes, dog taxes, flour faxes,
amusement taxes. They all take from the citizen pari
of the resulis of his own labor guite unrelated io the
value of any service he recelves from government

In the sscond group arve land taxes and rates fail-
ing on the value of land itself apart from bulldings
or other improvements made by the owners. The
gite-value or ground rental-vaive of land is a public
value due to the growih of the community as a whole
apart from the individual effort. This value is largely
created by the provision of those very public services
for which we are asked o pay In tazalion. It is there-
fore a matter of commonsense that governments
should draw upon thai public value as ifs primary
zouree ni revenue.

The taxes lmposed on the results of the individ-
ual efforts such as income tax, sales tax, tariifs ave
all anti-social in their nature, Their effect is to limit
the production of wealth. Just as dog taxes have the
effect of restricting the number of dogs, so these
taxes restrict production of wealth.

We gee this with primary producers who could
do more bub will not, because ihey are in an income
tax range where the government would take most of
their extra production. Government sxhortations o
produce more have proved fruitless for this veason.
Tariff taxes mean higher prices to consumers, 50 there
iz less of their income avaiiable to huyy other goods —
henee less such goods. '

The result ig that there iz lsss total wealth avail-
able to divide among the citizens. It i3 these taxes

I
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that fall on the individus! aceording {0 values he pro-
duces of which it I8 true to say they show the powser
to destroy.

The alternative group of land wvalue faxes and
rates, which we recommend, have the opposite effect
They do not restrict production — they encourage ih
The amount of the charge iz independent of whether
the holder of ihese public values makes use of them
or not., Owners of unnder-developed holdings must,
therefors, at least develop them enough to make them
earn the tax — whatever they produce above thal
figure is theirs o kesop.

Owners who are now developing their holdings
would gain far more from the removal of thelr in-
coine and tariff taxes than the increase in their basic
land tax.

Taxes upcon land values are the most just and
equal of all faxes. They fall only on those who receive
from society a peculiar and valuable benelit, and upon
them in proportion to the benefil they reccive. If i3
the taking for the community of that value which is
the creation of the community. I$ is the application
of the common property to common uses, When all
ground rent is taken by taxation for the needs of the
community, then will the eguality ordained by nature
he atbained, Mo citizen will have an advantage over
any other citizen save as iz given by his Industry, skill
and intelligence; and each will get whal he fairly
SATTIE,

Then, but not il then, will labor get its full re-
ward and capital ifs natural return,

{A Broadeast talk given by A. B. Hutchinson in
the “Justice Party” session from station 308 & 3LF
on September 1260, 19849,

GROWERS AGAINST HIGHER TARIFFS
WOOL TEXTILES

The Chairman of the Australian Woolgrowers'
Council, Mr. T. &, Carter, ang the President of fhe
Giraziers’ Federal Council of Australia, Mz, T. €. Sanger,
have made the following joint comment on the an-
nouncement that Australian Manufacturers arve seck-
ing increased tariffs on wool textiles;

“fustralians should recognise that inereazed tar-
1#fs on woollen and worsted textile goods couwld have
harmful effects on the consuming public and aiso on
the Wool Industry.

“The simple facts zre that when increased iar-
iffs send up the price on everyday requirementds such
as wool textiles, they eonstiluie a serious threat 1o ouvr
standard of living in fhat the public are left with
the alternabives of doing without, buying less or per-
naps turning fo inferior substitutes.

“The Australian econowyy leans very heavily on
wool exports for overseas funds which which we buy
essential imports. If our overseas funds are jeopar-
dised, then our standard’of living is again threatened.

“With regard to our sbility to maintain exports,
we cannot expect countries o keep purchasing the
same volume of wool if we are going to close our mark-
ety against thelr woollen manufacttures with tariff bar-
riers,
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“Car Councils wonld welcome the condinuance of
an economic wool textile industry in Australia, bt they
4o not believe that tariffs should be ralsed o a level
where all worthwhile overseas competition is excluded.
This type of competition iz essential for the building up
of efficiency in our home industry. “Geelong Adver-
tiser,” 10/8/54.

HEMNRY GEORGE COMMEMORATION

A very enjoyable evening was held to celebrate the
birthday of Henry George on September Znd, I fook
the form of a dinner followed by the commemorabion
address and was attended by about B0 members and
friends. The President, Mr, J. 3. Morris, 1P, sceupled
the chair. N

Hon. E. L. Kiernan was originally selected as the
speaker for the occasion, but other srrangements had
10 be made owing to his illness at short notice, and the
address was given by Mr., ¥, Howden.

Both the maln address and the President’s survey
of the progress being made by the Henry George
movement which preceded it, proved most inspiring
and contributed 1o a2 highly successful! function which
will be long remembered.

TASMANIAN NOTES

From the Tasmanian press wes potice a number
of recent tems of inberest. The “Advopate,” has a long
digest of a lstier received from the Secretary of the
Municipal Assoclation of New Zealand in response io
reguests for nformation on vnimproved land value
rating submitted by the Devonport Council, The report
was indecisive and the information ag published was
aut of date since it refers to about 64 per cent. of the
boroughs belng on the site-value basis. Actually i
now exceeds Y7 per gent. The writer on the whole
faveured MN.AV. rating but his opinion was hedged
around with reservations.

Devonport counci! has made malerial avallable
to the Land Valueg Research Group and the Devon-
port Junior Chamber of Commerce for a raiing sur-

SALE AND ELTHAI

We give further detaills of the rating campaigns
of which the bare resulits were recorded in the ‘stop
press’ of our September issue. These two poils ars
most significant for they presage a quickening of the
tempo of the changeover to site-value rating in Vie-
toria. The imwvortance of these two victories will be
evident from our comments,

Fltham Shires

This is a very large shire hordering Heldelberg
City and extending North as far az Kinglake The
total arsa covered iz 190 sguare miies. The Diain
residential portion is the South Riding in which de-
velopment has been subsiantizl In the last few years.
From the latest Muinicipal DHrectory it &5 seen that
of 6,400 assessments only 2,670 had dwellings, lsaving
3,730 underdeveloped or vacani land boldings. Thus
there were more vacant lots than built ones. How-
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vey as to how a change o the site-value system would
affect Devonport.

The *“Advocate” (3/8/54) contalns s good long
istter from O Forster under the heading “Bite-Bating.”
The issue of 28/7/54 contains a good letter Trom J.
Heckley on monopolies referring to the originsl Labor
Party policy being based on the philosophy of Henry
George. Another letter from the same writer on 7/8/54
appears under the heading “The (George Philosophy.”

The “Advocate” of 5/7/54 contains a leading articls
on “Land for Migranis” pointing cut that the well
meaning suggsestions that crown land be made avail-
able for migrants on a rental basls instead of purchase
ignore the fact that the great bulk of the Trown land
is useless for the purpose. It zays that the States, when
granted asutonomy sacrificed the landed estate and
there is little left for farm, localion suitable for de-
velopment. I does not go further to point oul that a
high proportion of the public estafe in private hands
iz under-developed and that the desired eifsct of
making land available to genulne zetiiers could be
mchieved by taxation of land-wvalues in substitution
Tor other $axes that press on thoss who are producing.
That would cause those unable or unwilling o develop
their holdings properly o sall them to others willing
to do so at lower prices.

The Tagmanian House of Assembly has decided
to increase the number of members of Parlament to
T wer each of the five electorates in place of the pres-
ent § members. Thiz iz in Yleu of the previcus com-
pliegied solubtion fo the “deadicck” fearz involving
a separate balot paper to give an extra sesi fo the
party with the largest voling sirength if there iz an
even division of party representation, Tasmnaniz uses
Proportional Bepresentation In election of fis House
of Assenmibly, Election of an odd number of members
would reduce the chances of deadiocks bul not guaran-
tee freedom, Irom them. Az one member said, if they are
56ilt met with due 0 even pariy support then the house
should deal with the business on a no-party apprroach.

RATING CAMPAIGNS

ever, some 500 of these vacant lots were valued so low
for rating that they d4id not carry a vole afb the pell

The moral effect of the victory at Blihom will
e great in relation to the move for similar cam-
paigns in the shires bordering Grealer Melbourne.
There are preparations now for poils nexi August in
the adjoining shires of Donecaster and Templestowe on
the Bast and Broadmeadows on the west with Eeilor
adivining that shire. It will have great effect too on
the rural areas further afisld,

Much credit for this victory must be given o the
“Diamond Valley Local” whose editor eame outspokenly
in advocacy for this changs through his oolumns.
Good space was given to letters on both sides of fhe
guestion in that journal,

The result is a bribuie also fo the energy of the
members of the South Biding Batepayers and Ten-
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ants’ Associstion who spousored the move for the
poll and its conduet, With the help of the General
Council for Rating Relorm they were able to carry the
campalgn to most parts of this far flung shive with
the exception of the remote YVarra Glen and Kingiake
ATEAS,

The details of the poll for esach of the booths
arz as follow:

For Agzinst

Site~-Valuse Site-Value
Eltham ... ... .. .. .. 847 758
Montmorency ... . o 929 294
Briagr i ... . . . .. 302 #3
Lower Plenty . . 250 A28
Research ... ... ... .. .. iZeg 194
Warrandyte . . . 16l 108
Kangaroo Ground . . 29 131
Fanton Hil |, . . . i1g ig2
Hursthyidge . . . 196 251
Watile Glen . . . . 72 44
8t Andrews ... ... ... ... 53 93
Kinglake ... ... .. .. .. 76 145
Varrs Glen ... . ... .. 143 347.
Postal . . . e 134 333
Totals . .. . . 3418 3,135

Sale ity

Thiz was a most important victory for site-valus
rating suppoiters, Thiz campaign has extended over
more than 18 months, I was initiated by the Sale
Hatepayersy Association fto whom full credit must be
given for probably the best organized and sastained
campaign seen for many vears. Thers has hardly been
an issue of the “Gippsland Times” and the “Gippsland
City Post” which did not have reports of some of their
activity or letters on the subject, The digest of press
activity zince our previous report gives indication of
the extent of ihis publecity.

This campalgn more than anything clse has awak-
ened other Gippsland centres to the principles of site~
value rating. There is an active demand for the
change in Mafira at present and further move in Mos
where a pell in favor of forming a Borough was ear-
ried.

The magnitude of the margin in Sale poll was
overwhelming, being more than 24 to 1. That is the
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largest al an adoption poll for over 30 yvears — a fitting
tribute to the efforis of the Ssie BEatepavery’ Assg-
glation,

To provide factual Information as to how the
change would affect the City the Land Values Research
Group made & survey at the request of the Sale Coun-
cii, using the data from the comparative notices sent
to ratepayers. The results were reported in the press
and would be an important influsnce in the resulf,

The main resuits of this survey are printed in thiz
issue a5 the information will be helnful in other dis-
tricts. The bhooth voling detalls are sz follow;—

Bor Against
Bite-Value Site~-Valus

Bouth ... ... ... ... .. . 353 145
Tast . . . 967 310G
Morthe . . L 505 164
Postal .. 167 83

Totals ... ... .. ... 1,432 738

These resulls {as with the Bosedale poll iast year?
are particularly inferesting In view of the atiemps
made by Cr. Tanner to prejudice voters in advange,
claiming that campalgn was run by the Henry George
League or at least using the arguments of that League.
He had attempted to make ratepayers think this body
sought to take their lznd from them. Such attempts
io frighien volers rarvely succeed., Sife-value rating
iz fully in aceordance with the prineiples of Henry
George and exemplifies them in the local government
fleld, No doubt there wili be many new advocates of
that principle applied o Stale and Federal nseds as
g result of this campaign,

POINTS FROM SALE SURVEY

The balance sheet of increases angd decregseg in
rates shows the numbers of properties according 4o
which system they pay least rates under,

Of the 1,815 heldings with buildings upon them
59 per cent. were found to carry lower rates under the

site~value system. Of the houses 76 per cent. were

found to benefit under that form! of rating.

The progress and continued prosperity of the city
depends on the sxtent of capital investment made by
citizens on their holdings. To encourage and acceler-
ate Investment in such lmprovements is obvicusly

SALE RATING SURVEY

Balance Sheet of Increases and Decreases in Baies
Hpen Change of Rating Systems {0 Unimproved Capital Value Rating

¥alues of General Bates General Rades

~ oW, oW,
Humbers and System Imgwrove- fower Higher

Type of Properly with Lowest Rates Sites mienty DOV, NAY. hy OV, MAY. by

£ £ £ £ £ £ £ £
HOUSES ... wo wn .. 1182 (ULCV. less) 325,266 2,188,535 12,235 24,948 12713 e — -
387 (N.AY. less) 206,560 271,340 e — — 7,748 4,794 2,952
BHOPE . o e s 21 (U0, less) 9,547 51,000 358 BL0 152 — e e
107 (N.AV, less) 247,950 202,185 — e e 5,298 4554 4,744
BUSINESS ... ... .. 8 (U0, less) 81,686 810,120 3.083 8,919 3,844 . — e
75 (FLAY. less) 95,970 78,136 e e — 3,599 1,767 1,832
VACANT HOLDINGS — (U0, less) e — —_ — - —_ eon e
798 (N.ATY. less) 73068 25430 —_ — — 19,246 3,080 T340
ALL PROPERTIES . 1251 (G.0V. Jess) 417,493 2828655 15,658 32,375 16,709 — - -
1362 (M AV, less; 233,548 583,685 p— — e 30,383 14,145 16,738

s o s -
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ln the interests of the local business community., The
following shows the values of the imbrovements upon
properiies graded according {o rating system under
which they benefit:

Valuye of Yaiue of
Sites Improvements
£ £
Properties carrying lower rates
under site-valuge ... . 417 493 2,829,655
Properties earrying lower rates
under nett annual value . 823,545 533,685

Hural Heldings

Ag there was an impression that the lower rates
of houses within the township area would not be rep-
resentative also of the homes in the rural portion, with
thelr larger areas, these rural parts wers specialiy
studied,

There are four distinct rural varts of Sale, Pirst
is the area to the boundary i 2 strip North from
Raglen Street and #s extension. (Assmts. 1089-1147
and 3302-26393.

Second Is the part East to the City lmilis in a
sirip from Raglan Street down to the Netherlands.
{Assmts. 2186-2301.}.

The other two ars fnown as Netherlands { Asgmtbs,
361-488 and 2640-2673) and Desailly Flats (Asdmts.
1163-1188 and 1217-1282), The position for eseh is
shown below:

Healdings with Holdings of

Bural Seclisn Houses Yacant Langd
EBate Rate
Number Saving Number Saving
£ £
Morthern
TV, Eates Less &8 851 o e
MAV. Rates Less 29 G659 75 589
Fastern
.V, Rates Less 114 i,859 . e
N.AY. Rates Less 18 238 214 1,044
MNetherlands
.0V, Bates Less 37 213 — p—
N.AY. Rates Less & 1% 113 711
Presailly Flats ,
U.C.¥V. Rates Less 4 g - —
"H.AY. Bates Less 5 61 133 566
Fotal Raral _
V.V, Rates Less 223 2,790 — e
N.AV. Batss T.ess 6 1118 535 3,014

It showld be noted that in these rural parts land
holders who live on the property benefit in lower rates
under site-value in 83 ver cent. of cases. The aver-
age benefit for these s a reduction of £12, Only for
4§ holders resident on thelr vroperties will the change
mean increased rates,

On the other hand in each section there are num-
ercus holdings of under-developed land, The incresses
on these would average a iittle legs than £6-per annum.
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STTE-VALUE RATING CANDIDATES FOR COUNCILS

In addition to the actual polls on site-value rating
there were a number of council  slesiions for which
candidates outspokenly advocating site-vaiue rating
were standing. In almost all these, candidaites werse
succeessiul,

These which have eome to our attention are as
follow

Messrs. A, V. Morgan {Malvern); B C, Deutscher,
{Beilor); ®. T, Morrissey, J. €. Armstrong, (Castle-
maine); Harold Bartlett, (Zitham); R. Ozkley, (Nuns-
wading).

Cr, B, E. Tanner, who had been so active syainst
site-value rating in the Rosedale and Bale campaigns
Was opposed by two candidates favoring site-value
rating. Of these Mr. G. Ashion was successtul in dis-
placing him,

Cr. €. J, Burks (who earler fhig year moved for
reversion fo WN.AY. at Heidelberg) was defeated by g
margin of nearly 2 to 1 by Mr. F. €. Sweeney (who
Wag one of the leaders of the suceassful campaizgn for
adoption of site~-value rating in that eity)

Municipal candidates who are prepared Lo make a
real issue of site-value rating in thelr carvaiens are
finding i is a winner, But it iz no good being half-
hearted about it Ib needs pesitive campalgning o
secure the support of one’s friends.

The only loss for a sitding councilior advocaling
site-value ratihg was Or. & L. Cameron of Sale. e
had come in at a bye-election last year and did not
have the normal three year term. He was elected with
the apecific task of pressing fhis and other matters
in the face of a council mainly hostile. In doing this
very effectively he inevitably frod on many corns. It
1z unfortunate that he came in at a bye-election with
only one year to run for the normal term would have
given citizens s chance to see his efforts in troe
perspective,

PRESS PUBLICITY NOTED

The following iz a sununary of press letiers and
comments in favor of the proposals for which the
League stands which hiave come b0 attention sinee our
last report. This is not an exhausiive account. Read-
ers are invited to forwarg cuttings or details of simi-
lar reports noted in their district under these headings
for inclusion in later reviews. Figures in brackets are
the column-inches covered by the report,

Bite-Value Bating
Bale District: “Gippsland Tim o Reports: {37/5) Sale B'payers
meeting (28); (29/5) Mafra meeting (2); (10/4) Or. . L. Cameron
mesting (46 (1/7) Messrs, . Mortis & R. ‘Woogd mesting (130);
(1/7y Bale R'payers Assh. mesting {48); (99,7 Sale E'payers
(1125 B/ report (2 <16/7) Maffra Council mesting (27, €3/8:
Cr. G. 1. Camerdn 35k i0/8r B V. advert (342; 122/8) Maffra
Coancil meeting opn 8.V By {19/8) Bale Coumeil discussion
rating survey (363; (8/7) Part address decentralisation (6); (19/8
(16/8; Debate J. H. Morris v. COr. Tannar 8D (M/6) Bals coun~
cil meeting (66); (23/8) Coupcil report LV R.G survey (545
Press Lelers: (17/6) A. R. Hutchinsen €32y; (26/7) L. A¥Vres 3
(238/7; J. Biyth 9y (8T 1. Curlis Bi; 5/ . Blyth {5
(2877 J. H. Morris (A0 ; 18T I Ayres {(18); (i8/7y Cr. . L.
Camneron {(88); {%/6) Fr Curls @y (/8 A, W. Wood £3ny;
€8/7y 3 Blyth (1) (16/8) . Curlis (8); (30/8) Poll results (24,

{T'atal 993 Colamn-inches)
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Elham Disivict: “Diamond Vailey Iocal” Hewerts: (18/8) Hdi-
orizl (46); (25/8) Editorial (20;; (E5/8 Repori . D Bourke de-
(2377 Debate A, B, Huichinson v, A. Day (5¥); (85/6) Councii
meeting (71 £/8) Debate J I Morrizs v. A Day 5}, 208
Letter M. A Spence (4. (Tolzl space 249 Column-inches),
Mislvern: YE. Malvern Progress’”: (84/5) Chadstone deive for
noll 425;; (5/8) Letter A. R. E. (11j; {(23/7 Heport A, Morgan
meeting (30); “Malvern Adveriiser” {(17/6 Re poll proposal (6.
{Tetal space 62 Column-inches.)
Wangaraits “Chronicie”: (34/8) M. 8. Payne (1); {14/9) J. H.
Morriz (12); “Shepparton News” (18/8) Lebier ARIL (32);
“Hypefon Guardian’ (13/5) WL N, Cellison €3131); {20/5; ARH.
(18y; “EHssendon  Gazette™ (8/6) Report B'meadows Council
mesting (32, (Tolal spsce 8% Column-inches:.

The total space devoted fo site-value rading in the above in-
complete survey and exclhuding ictiers in opposition is 1,397
Column-inghes.
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Eadio Broadeast Session
Conducted weekly by speakers of the Henry
George Justice Party from
HADIO STATIONS 308 & LK
¥very Sunday at 18 minutes past noon.
TISTEN AND ABK YOUR FRIENDS TO LISTEMN
Donations o the Broadeast Fund will be
appreciated, -

£ 1 G O N R o EOF U N B TR A O 26 v 60

YR O M G QAR o ED MA UGN ON B9 N VR G aw

an e e S A TR EE B VRS W TP 5D, W O R R SR €0 O 09 20 WD B TR 0N M O AR A S NE 09 W MM O 5H ME W A BN e

Notes from Various Sources

Frahran—Vacant block at No. 1 Clarence 51, close to Chapei
Strast, suttable for n factory site, 43 1%, by 92 It soid s £2500
which is £38 ft. on £2750 per sk cha of land value,
—earens, 12/8/54.

[Ed. Note—While kept vacant the owner was awardsd spec-
inliy low rates hy Prahrah Ceouncillors whe made up ihe nesoss-
ary revenue by penally raies on the good buildingsd

Frighion Beach.—Oregon timber house, 8§ The Rsplanade;
frontage 80 7. by 188 fi. overlocks the Bay and the properiy
soid for £11,700. Buyer sald he would clear the site for modern
huilding, Allowing £70¢ for demolition value of the houss, the
price paid for the stbe eguals £137/16/~ a fool—~"'Argus,” 308/8/54.

[Ed. Note—"Beach value,”” iz one element in the bare land
price of £3008 per sg. chn. Cilizens compele to secure such
amenities ag the “Bay View” and departing vendor coliecis
the renial valued capitalised as a “price’”’] )

Brunswick Soulh—Sydney Rd., BEast side; 20% t. fronfage
by 148 Tt zllotment No. 130-132 in zoned faclory area, with old-
style brk. shop and 7 r. dwelling sold for £9080— Argus,” 5/8/54.

[EG. Wole—Allow £1.000 for buildings, then bare land value
is above £30000 per sq. chn. Quite an obstacle to gecondary
indusiry geifing on.l

Evanhee—~Vacant block on gormer 33 fi. on Trent 81, by 165 T,
along Jellicos St., soid at £15/2/- a ft-"Age,’ 25/8/b4.

iBd. Hote—£860 is cost of 2 bare block — not even a tend
on it to live in. Robinh Hood never staged such a robhbery In
the days of Ivaniice]

{anifield South—Vucant shop site, lot 3, fromtage: 18 4 to
Hocyong Bd., near Worth Bd., received bid of £44 o £t or £792
for block.
~-—”Age,” 5/8f54.

[Ed. Wote—£86) of shep keeper’s capital (maybe borrowed
from o bhank} is absorbed and latent in this burdensome price of
the opportunity to earn a lving. Afterwards, the buildings, the
fittings, the housing and then the stock. Drives a man to
irading afier hours.]

Armadale—Vacant bullding site in Barnatc Grove between
Dandencng RBd, snd High St, with ares 12000 sq. 5. sold at
£4200.—"Age,” 26/8/54.

[BEd. Mote—This is T/~ per sq. fi. or £1,534 per sq. chn. for
purchase of capitalized value of public services and natural amen-
itiez which were not provided by the vendor. Trained sconom-
ists meay, perhaps, undersiangd the implications.)
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Bairnsdale~Land in esiaie of Mr. L. L. Suding, butcher, was
sold with kesn competition. Vacant bullding block In the pusiness
ares realised £83 per i River flats hwoughy £41 to 2160 per
agre at the auction. Grazing land three miles from Bairnsdale
gf?p)gwléi £69 an acre. Tobal sales realised £30,000.—Press Report,

tEd, INate—TInstezd 0f g Probaiée slug of heavy calibre, the
Treasuyy should have been reeeiving s land-rental tax each
ear. The no probate.)

City of Melbowmrns—A vacant bullding block of land at 210-
314 Queen Bt near Latrebe 56, (with tram line): 55 It. front-
age was soll for £30,000 which iz £800 & ft—"Herald, 16/8/54,

1Ed. Mote—Having paid oul £30 thousand ss “post of op-
g;_{;rt%mity,“ the new owner does not posséss even s tent on the
site.

Ceal in the World Beonomy.~World sconomy may be studied
by starting with the energy concept, for energy is the capability
to do work and work is energy manifest in space ang time.
Power is them the time rate of doing work.

Carllon-—YVacant block at 562-8 Swanston St, sold as 2 68 L
fronbage factory site for £20,500, which is £310 per £ bave
land value.

tEd, Note~-City Council prefersnce for vacant blocks is
shown by specially low rates. Manufasturer buliding fine strac-
ture on this prominent site will be jolted by axtra heayy ratesd

Morwell—3¢ 1. frontages in heart of shopping centre with
chemist shop abd jeweller’s shop 50ld 28 £14000 which mesns a
bare land value about £400 per £t :

[Ed. Note-—Covernment loans spent on Laltrobe Valley de.
velopment zre here promofing an incubus of unearned incre-
ments. |

Definitlon~—Capital is ihe resuwlt of laboring and is used
by lsber to assist it in further production. habor is the active
and initial force. Labor Iy therefore the employer of capital
—Henry Georgs, “Progress and Poverty.”

Anburn Scuth—Vacant factory site facing Cato Park, 153 b
fromiage i Tooronga Rd, by 180 It has been sold for £7.500.
—“Argus,” report,

[Ed. Nole—Olty firm of clothing manufscturers are purch-
2sers at £1350 per sq. chn. This secondary industry will be
knocked back by Hawthorn Counells penalty rates on good
buildings.] '

Laberites favor internsticnal goodwill, veb will carxy protec-
Hon and tarift policies 1o provocaiive lengths.

They favor nationalisation, vet when it is proposed o natisn-
alise the breweries they shy away like frighiened mares.

Laborites are against the bi-cameral system of government —
until they chiain a majority in the Upper Chamber.

John Lechie, ex BMUL.A., “Herald,”” 19/6/54.

Chambers of Commerce~~We hold that the breaking dewn of
barriers to world frade is of the greatest urgeney, helleving that
the way io peasce is not only by freeing men’s minds, bus by
freeing world trade--8ir John Allison, President, 1953 ’
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