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Tear Hsader:

Lers abt Tf East 40bh Street we alwsys sesm Lo be
the midst of current exeltements. Very close to os ls

in

the Jewish ¥Wational Fund hudlding, and the people there
hovs lunch at cur Schonl, We thus feel slosse to the Iarael
situation.

ke you mey know, bhe Russiany heve thelr UF dele-
gation bullding just around the cornier Irom us, and that
alons provides many shows. The wmost recsnt are the parades
in freont of their pullding by anzry Hungarisn natricits and
gympathizers. On N _venber fi, the suniversary of the
Boizherik Heveolublion, ths Russianz wers having = cocktall
party inside, whils a huge crowd of pro-Hungarian demon-
shrators surgzed oubsids. 8o large was the crowd that They
spillied over into 69th Street and the sbreelt was barricaded
be the cops. Our studenbs had some diffionlby in gstiing
through, buft get through they did. 1 visited ocur classes
that night, =nd against the angry shoubs hsard from the
shreet below, I saw our students earnestly aprlylng thom-
slyza Lo the study of The solublion to cur 2oonomic prob-
isms. Tt brought to mind Henry lesorgels comment: ¥focisl
reform 1s nod o he secured by nolse and shoubing, sbe.
bubk by the awekening of thought send the progress of idess,”

ot that we don'd heartlly sympathize with the

Hungarisns and 811 other victims »f hrutal sggrssslion. Bub
these things have besn a long iime s-brewling. They ars the
rasult of deeds end deliberations that hsvs besn building
ip. They ars not goling to vanish jusbt because an oufory is
wmde, Whet we zre doing at the Henry George 3chonl iz lay-
ing the groundwork for the deliberations and deeds of ths
future, what we ape dolngz is prasparing the way Tor 2
wbetter, sangy, happler world. -

Sincersly yours.
Rofort Clamey
3 N R S R KNI R R A KR RO

ALUMNI PAGES--«Duklished by the Alumni of the Henxy
George School of Social Sclence, 50 East 6% Si.,N.Y.

EDITCRIAL BOARD-~-Roma Bianco, Chairman; Sumnar Bohee,
Meva Bianco, Vivian Kiliaen-Rodney, Lazry Kobak,ﬁita
Kobak. .
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BAast

The BNew Alomni Secretury

Larry Eohak 13 no stranger to readers
of Alumni Pages, nor to visltors at
50 East 69th 3t., Larry doeg jush
sbout svery kind of chore you can
Imagine., The only thing new ahout
his suresnt status 1s the title.

But -~ juat what is an "™Alumnl Secretary™? Wsll let's
azxplain 1t historically.

¥hen our former alumnl organization, 8.4.G.E. digbandead,
Hnrman 3, Cksserley was its Pressident., WYorman wss also,

on the Henry George School staff at the Lime as Iater-
naticnal Secrefary, and his duties were enlanrged Lo in-
cilude alumni affalrs as part of his School duties --- he
bacare "Alumnl Secretary™. Thils mcanh carrylng on JusS
sbout: the same kind of acblvities as wers dons by $.4.0.E.-
calling monthly meetinga, initiating other alumnl achivi-
tis3 sveh as dances, excursions, atc., 1ining uwn voluntesr
help for the Schonl, geeing that Alumni Pagss geta npublish-
ed and distributed ---~ and, in goneral, kseping.up with the
School!s alumni, ' h ‘

¥hen Normon went on his round-the-world trip, 3idney Elitz
denved asg Acting Alumnl Secretary.. When Worman neburned,
he carried on --- and we will long remember the September
and Qchobar meetings he organized, Now Norman is on
aaother %rip, and Larry bezan by serving as Acting Alummi
Sscretary --- and he has now gshoppsd tha "acting”™ in name, .
bub certainly not in deedl o o T S

Incidéntally, Larry Kobak alse ssrves oan the School staff .

ag Heglonal Secretary. This means lining up c¢lasses in the
Wew York area in locations outside Ueadguarters, And for .

zood mepsure, Larvy ls alse Chaleman of the Spaakera Bursaa,
meaning that he lines up ou?¥ Schoal spegkers belame outsida

grouwnd, bo lecture on a myltitude of Lopics, relating %o

the George philosophy, o ) '

We bid Godspeed to our devarting Alumnl Secrebary -- and
welcoyg to bhe Incoming onsl  %v': c T
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i/ 7 i . .ONLY IN BROKEN GLEAMS AND- - - -
PARTIAL LIGHT HAS THE SUN ...

OF LIBERTY YET BEAMED AMONG.
MEN, BUT ALL PROGRESS HATH
. SHE CALLED FORTH. . HENRY ‘GEORGE




_ Science Or $pecviation :

Iz Marxism g trae philosophy? Ie the economic de-
terwination of history a valid theory? Is the economic
factor, the only factor inm social change, apnd are all
other social forms mere reflections of the contemvorary
mode of prodmction? &n examination of these gaestions
shonld indicate whether Marx's assomptions have a scient-
iflie basis, or are really adwentures ir metap&y81ua1
gnecnlation. '

Di fferent social systems and tynes of cultural acta
ivities, ean and do flourish in similar geanomic gtruzt-
prés. Social changes may lag benhind economic changes ,~~
sometimes the vogne of a particnlar set of economic cir-
camstances may be ftoo brief.to exert influencze on social
institations. Gultaral developments, sach as sclientific
research, precedes technological develorments.__

The faet is, that there ig no one concept in which
social phenomena can be interpreted and anified. The
Marxzian assempiion of ~eéconomic determlnism commits the
fallacy of 0ver31mn11Llaatlon,

‘Marx's reasoning ‘about the materisl as the only _
reality, is ceértainly omezn to guestion.: Oertainly, mat-
erialism does have a practical valuoe. Man’ cannot live
by bread aleone--bot he cannot live without bread. On
the other hand, spiritodl isolation has 1ittie impact
apon'society. The material is meant Hg: be iastramental
to ‘the splritual——so that ‘there will bae an intérming-’
Iing of thé two forces.  Materisl satisifactioas wre
eswential, bat tqey are not the snle S¢tlsfu,t;ons for
homan well being. : .

L]

Marx And The fé!;s-s} S}Eueaiu;'é 8 i

Marx contends that, at this point in hlstory, only two
dominant clagses ramain-—the bonrgeoisie and- the p‘role’taridtw
These’ two ' clagses; -he “asserts are facing each other. in a
bitter blags’ stnugglep_ﬂe predluts of conrse’,.fthe eventnal ’
1iqnidatian of. ‘the bourweoisie , and the triomph of the.pro-
letarigt, “The olass. struggle will then come to an ena and %
.the state Will witheriand pass away.- . e




CHALLEMGE TO HMARXIAN PHILOSOPHY

Iz this a soond prediction? It may be ugsefal to see
#ho arz the credifed members of these 4wo socisl forceg--
In todayis terminology, the bourgeoisie wonld be the idle
aoupon-clipping elite, ~-the active property-owning groap,
who coniroel the means of prodnction,--the professions and
the white collar workers. .

Ia the proletariat is ireladed the great mass of in-
dngtrial workers znd the agrarian workers, Here at once,
the zgrigultural worker presents a difficulty for this
classification; for the peasants in Russis refuse %o be
asgimilated by either eclass, and sturdily resist mass
solidarity.

It is necessary to point out nere that andther elass
has arisen and floarishes 1a the eollestivist system. This
is the bureanocraey which has pre-enmpted power and prest-
ige in thas commaonistie orbit. This buresucratic class ghowsg
little feeling, or indentification with the proletariat.

The conclugsion indicated here iz that there 1s 1ittle
indentity of intercst betwesn the various olasses of the
proletarian groop. The interests of ths worker, the farmer,
the mechanic and uaskilled labor ars far from identical ,
except that they -nlong with the boresncrats—-all reverence the
the prestige of pecnniary power, and identify the conspicn- .

ons use of wealth as a primary social value.

Fipmally, there is the concept of Gthe one party state.
Is it, or can it be a darable social stractore? Jince the
totalitarian regime tolerates the existence of only one party,
there is evidently a distinction betwesn the governors aasd .
the governed, and an inequality therefors, betweesn the mem-
bers of the proletariat and the political buresnocracy.

at of this structare, inevitably srises the practice
of nepotism, from the father to the son, and to the family,
and & development of social stratification.

Only in & society in which there igs an aprozimate
balance of social forces--which is flaid in the stractare
of its classes--in which there ig s practicing philosophy
of fraternaty and equality--and iro which jostice iz dig-
trivbated to all--only in suoech a society 18 there a pasis for
for dorability and a meritorions representaetion in the
history &7 civilized mations. _

By $.T.Bashes

SCENE ARGUND

&¥% and frivolity met at the Henry George School this Decamber
9th. It was the date of the alumni Christmas Parby and the opening
date of an exhibition of paintings by Elaine Wener.




TWELFTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE
OF THE HENRY GEORGE SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCE
SE8LY : 1956
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What then is the meaning of life--of life abaolutely and
inevitably bounded by death? To me it seems infelligible
only as the avenze and vestibile to another 1ife.. And 1ts
facts seem explainable only unpor a theory which eannot be
expressed bat in myth and symbol, apd which, everywhare and
at all times, the myths and s;mbols in whish men have tried
to portray their deepest perceptions do in soms form exEpress.
Henry George--Progress and Poverty--
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HARCUM JUNIOR COLLEGE, BRYN MAWR, PA.

WED.,

WAGNER COLLEGE

Siaten islamnd Mow York
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As this isspe was going to press we were very lucky to re-
ceive the snapshots on pages 6 and 7 from onr friend ~-~
HARRY POLLARD, of the HEERY GEORGE SCHOOL of TCRONTO,

CA¥ADA, Thank youo very much Herry. EDITORS
sk kR kKL
7
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(ore Slums

Every community has slums. In New York Ciry, twenty thousand slum houses
are so awful thar they are boarded up and abandoned. The problem is how to clear them away and
make it profitable to build new houses and unprofitable to ow slams. .

Why can’t we proﬂuce new houses like other things, such as aufomobilcs, clothes, boats and radios
which, in normal times, are turned out in such vast quantdes that it is difficult to sell them fast
enough? Why not houses, also? '

One reason js that you pay for a house twice; once when you buy it and again, in taxcs, during
its lifetime. For instance, you buy 2 new house for $10,000 and it will cost you, during ies lifetime,
another §10,000 in taxes, This burden can be removed by taking taxes off houses. '

Ancther reason is that land must be bought before building. For example, if you invest §500,000
in slum clearance, you must first pay $100,000 for slum iand, leaving only $400,000 for new houses.
This can be overcome by government taking, as nearly as possible, the entire yearly value of land in
taxation; almost eliminating the selling value of Jand. '

This is how it would work out on a §500,000 investment.

) Under the existing system, you buy slum iznd for $roo,o000. Interest at 5% absorbs §5,000
annually and the City tax of about 3% casts you $3,000 annually: total, $8,000. To this land cost of
$8,000 per annum must be added, under the prcsént system, taxes of abour §12,000 per annum on
the improvements. This means a combined annua charge of some $20,000 before you can begin
to carn anything on your investment.

Under the new set-up here proposed, the City Wonld tax the land about $7,500 yearly, This
leaves §500 to the owner, which is5% on §r0,000 and this is all you would have to pay for the land,
instead of $100,000;2 saving of $90,000. You would pay no zax on the new houses. - '

It is just and right that the value of land should go to the community 2s it is made by the presence
and activities of all of us. It is the difference between the various better grades of land and the
poorest land in use. An acre, for example; may sell for'a million dollars on Fifth Avenue and for
fifty dollars in a village. It is not the soil thar is bought, but the location. The more productive the

e
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Bat who, and what IS Santa Claas, G
D14 anyone e're see him? og
"Spirit of Uhristmas " is his name,- -
"yoU, if yonm wish , may BE him,”

from a poem ~-Santa Clans--by Carine L. Rose--
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Mo More Slumea

people and the better the public services (such as transportatiori, police, fire and water), the more
land value. But, the value of a house is the cost of production, which is not materially different in a
great city than in 2 hamlet. Land, however, has no production cost, as it is given to man, free, by
nature.

It is interesting to know that the city of New York could raise about $500,000,000 yearly if it
coliected the annual value of land and exempted houses from taxes, This is more than it receives
now from the existing partial tax on both houses and land.

This reform would cut tazes about in half on slum clearance. Fr would reduce, by about 18%,

- the investment needed, by almost eliminating the purchase cost of land.

With this change, who can doubt that new houses would shortly be looking for tenants? That
eager builders and workmen, normally idle muchi of the vime, would erect as many buildings and
as fine ones as the people could pay for? Slums would vanish as nobody could afford to own them.

‘These principles are glimpsed vaguely in i)ubiic housing legislation, which exempts new houses
from taxes aﬁd, through subsidies, helps to offset the cost of land. But, like all charity, it is feeble,
Jong-winded and ineffective, for stams ate increasing and the housing situation is getting worse.

-In the eatly 1gz0’s, after the first World War, the shortage of ho'uscs was acute. To stimulate
building, the city of New York exempted new bmldmgs from taxation for ten years. This alleviated
“the housing shortage and created many jobs. It cost the’ Clty nothing because private enterprise put
up all the capital and assumed all the risk. In the meantime, the City continued to collect the tax
upon the land, as before. If the City had then removed taxes from all houses and taken the yearly
land value in taxation, we would have no housmg problem today, exccpt the temporary postwar
read;ustments in labor and matcnal ) . . :

In the taxation of land value, r;hereforc, can be found the answer to slum clcarance, for the hiousing

”_\,,.-QQ:\*\.‘ S T, MCHENRY

HAPPY HUUDHH SEHSGH

v, -~:Ring oant-the:old, ring in.the new,. . -
Ring, happry.bells, acrpss the snow:.
The year is going, let him go; _

. Ring:out the . false; ring in the- trua...-~

¥ Ring ont ‘false pride ‘in’ ‘place and blood

The civie slander and the spite;

Ring in the love of troth and right
Ring in the common love of good. 1p Memor iam--Tennys o

problem i i, fundamcntally, 2 Tand problcm
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The Halloween Dance was a great suceess. Over one hindred
- witches and wizsrds attended and ths net profit was close to
seventy dollars. Vivacious Mzrjorie Dare sang and led the
group in community =irging. Tittle Yurika Hesegawa (eight vears
0ld) charmed everyone by dancinrg the hula in native costume.
What do you think of more frequent dances?

BAREY KOBAX

+# +#+ #*

Thank Bruno Bichert for this suggestion. Write to:
Hom. Wilbur D. ¥ills .
Gommittee on Ways and Means
Subcommittoe on Internsl Revenue Taxation
House of Representatives
®ashingtan, D.C. :
and ask them to consider lond valuve taxation as a means of
rajsing revenue.

+# #* #

Whots the girl that Will Smith, now attending Frenk Bangt!s
claga, has his eyes on? We hesr 'bh_at she lives in Brooklymn..

F 0 ow %

What instructor at the Hemy Georgs Schocl is reruted to
sleep with a eapy of "Progress and Povnzrby" in his arms? We
must say that we epprove of his choice in hed companions,

Twe ow #

- Whet Is U.3. Poliey in the U.N.? This was the. topie for
our very successful alumni meebing of November 20th, fourth in
2 United Nations series. Miss Jossphine Schain, 2z womon of many
talents, was the guest soeaker., $Shs is President of the -

- Pan-Pacifi> Women!s Asgociation, past Birector of the i}wpavtment
pf irternrtional Coogperation of the Wationel Leamm= of Yomen
Voterss Miss Schain was glse an obsarver 2t the Sgn Francisco
meeting at which tke-lUnitad Vptions was created. She is widely
traveled and knows Rurope, the M]_ddle £ast and Latin Amsrica
as wgll as the orient,

© Two new GQeorgists:

Iydia Alkalay, former Ass:_sta.nt Director of the Boston Ham'y
George School gave ba.rth to ar g:r.rl. :

Another girl was born in the. fami].y of Dr. and Mrs. Fugene’
Friedberz. Dx?. Frledbf-\rg 1§ a fomr lnSmetQ X
’ G,,_{rge SChQQlo ’




SCENE A OB RAREY WOBAK

Aobert Redrizuss (M. Rodriguez, when he is not busy in
his canzeity as Chairman of the Correscondence Denartment, takes
care of showing the Fridgy-at-Eight fiims.) who is desatisfied
with the epochs of TeMills, UeSica, ste., has decided 4o make
his cwn spoch...zbout Lhe Henry George School. He will be
assisted by our reglsirar, Miss U. Lois Jessop.

3t k. *

Rebert Clangy and Y. 4. Peterson were scen together in
svening clothes atltending the premisy of The Ten Momandments.

* + it

THARE 70U, .. THANE YOU., . THANK YOU...to all the voluntzers
whe helned us pel oub our fund arpesl on time,

ISEAEL

DT. Harry Bear ,left,

and spes¥er Basil Hermarn,

Israel Vice-Corncil, have

o friepdly chat after 4laomni
meefing, Sun. 0ct.28,1956

BUSs TRIP

Thirteen brave students mustered at the school on, the cold
morning of Saturday, November 2hth. Tmagine, they met at the )
unearthly hour of nine in the morning just to go on a lithle old
bus ride. Take it from me, the bus rids was well worth it.

Not only did the travelers enjoy the beauty of the Hudson River

from New vork to Poughkeepsie, breathe in the wonder of the Roosevelt
Library and Home at Hyde Park, but thay were tréated to a tour of
“the headquarters of the Foundation for Zconomie Education.

**********************#*******-‘F*******************

The great work of the present for every man, and
every organization of men, who wozld improve social
conditions, is the work of education-~the propaga-
tion of ideas. Henry George-. -




5@ East 69Th

Meet Mr dlichoel € Finkin

:--Lihrarian of the Henry George
School. Mr. Finken has veen with
the school almost two years,
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