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would find strong opposition smong Labor Party mem-
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ertising campaigns for government projects,

handle ac bor T
iea for hiz administration’s programme

to renew his
o lower t:um’

O

The Housse of Representatives hm mpgm’ed a b111 .

o Act for thre

which would extend the RBeciprocal Tw re
to .cut tamﬁs

vears and grant the Pre esident xz;lthom
o te 15 per u‘-m over that period.

The bill in encouniering some
in fne Senate.

My, Eissnhower said vesterday that the peoples of
had Lo have a sound material basis of physical
re if they were io apvreciate the spiritual values
of democracy. A Iiberalised trade pattern would be a
means o this end, he said. ‘

Il the doctrine of freer trade was adhered to, there
would be “ne more chance for Communism in this
world than for one of us to take off and fly io the
moon without the ald of science™

A liberalised trade pian was not just a means of
apening markets to other people, but had its genesis in
ouhgh;@;z:n\ui and United States interests. If ihe
United States were to prosper, other countries must
have the means to buy United Siates producta

The United States could pot achieve its worid
eponomic or political abms without some acute pain
being felt by one locality or by one group.

Of eourse there would be nain, Mr, Eisenhower
said, just az pain was necessary in an operation for
the restorakion of a broken leg. The United States
was not going to get the things it wanted without
paying a price. . .

—"Advorate”

iy

strong opposiiion

{T.), 24/3/55.

MORE IMPORT RESTRICTIONS

The Government has again imposed cuts in im-
port gquotas and imposed quotas on goods previously
freed from quotzs.  This is again claimed to be due
i¢ a heavy drain on our overseas crediis due to heavy
imports.

Oy ecconomic advisers now profess to be deeply
worried because our overseas credits now stand at some
£300 million whereas in 1950-51 they stood at £1,064
miilicn.

The Wondm is that commerczal interests are so
ready to fall in behind and aceept these cuts as “neces-
sary evils.” It all adds up that these husiness men
do not understand the basis of their own livelihood,
They have surrendered thelr own judgment tc econo-
mic advisers who are as much in thn dark as them-
selves.

These gentiemen have got themselves inte a maze
because they have forgotten that trade is exchange

of goods betwsen individuals In one country with'

other goods owned by other individuals in-another.

Our overseas credits simply record the value of
the goodg which our citizens who have exported can
draw in payment for their products. Those credits are
useless Lo anyone until they are drawn upen  and
brought into the country. To draw vpon the credits
they must come into the country in the form of im-
ports. In essence, we export in order to be able to
import — not just to build up a book entry of credits
in overseas clearing houses.

PROGRESS
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We don't have to have a lgrge cradit balance
overseas in order.to trade, We didn't have one before
ine war and we don’t need It now. Owr buld wp in
credits in 1950-51 was fortuitous due to onr grazi
getting a windfall of an extra £320 miilion o
over the previous year. Naxi year they Iy got ihe
normal figure for thelr clip. It is significant tnal
the extent of excess of Importg over oxports in 1851-58
which caused the original panic Import cats was 78
mil hon — just shout he amount of that windfall wool
clip.” Imports would not nave continued at Lhat rate

It is plain erazy for any governmeni Lo panic as
so00n as ;mpoits exceed sxports substantially ln any
one year or month. ‘That they ave self corrective mii
be plain from the following record of total overseas

trade for Awustralia extracled ifrom Commonwe
Year Book No. 40, 1954. We trace il in five-yoarly
periods: ’

Total Qverseas Trade: Ausiralia
Bxeess of

Valie in £7000  Ezporis {4

_ or

Period Imports Exports Imports{—;
1921/22 to 25/26 124 464 154,545 + 13,141
1926/27 to 30/31 112,337 131,382 + 12645
1931/32 to 35/36 73,798 120,358 - 47 160
1936/37 to 40/41 123,583 157,810.. <+ 34,087
1941/42 to 45/46 211,614 163,955 — 47,559
-1946/47 to 50/51 2,246,365 2,854,149 + 614,784
1951 /52 1,653,423 675,063 ~378,415
1552/53 514169 - BTL27Z + 357,163

Cver g period of a few vears exports will be 3
little more than imports bacause part of those exporis
are used in payment for sransport which iz done in
overseas vesseis and in returns on invesiments of over-
seas capital in Australia, The Iarvger seals of the figures
in recent yvears reflects depreciation of currency rather
than increased velume of goods.

The import cuts do not effect any beneficial re-
sult. They establish a vicious circle that will attack
ourselves. By cutiing down imports through these
quotas they also restrict our exports. For instance sub-
stantial unemployment has now arisen in Lancashire
to which these cuts are contributory. That curtaiis
purchasing power of those unemployed and means
less demand (and hence less price) for our wool, wheat,
and butter. Hence less exports or lower return for
same. - There will be less real wealth to distribute in
both countries and hence lowered living standards.

The stupidity of the attitude that looks to & per-
manent excess of exports over imports as good and
panics as soon as it reverses for a year should be evi-
dent in regard to investmeni in plant 11‘1:1!“1}11‘101‘5’ ete,
Many overseas firms have established branches here
and there is constant effort to attract such firms, But
this capital they Introduce comes in the form of mach-
ineg and piant. The only way it can come into ihe
country is in the form of imports. Hence in sesking
to attrael such flims we seek Further imports whmn
will in turn cause the government fo panie and mpose
import controls, It is high time men of commerce
spent a little time on geiting at fundamental prin-
ciples of their business and not just taking whatever
is put over them by the government.
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- UNHAPPY STATE OF FRANCE
Thera are deep seated differences on all aspects of
domestic and foreign affairs as in other lands. Yet

+he gnce-great France is  sick and _dit_h%ring cou_ntry."
With present constitution members of*the National -

Assembly can eject a CGovermment without even con-
sidering what is the alternative Govérnment, That Is
just left to an over-worked President., Thig irrespon-
sible attitude arises because deputies do not have to
face the risk of an election back in their own dis-
tricts. .

Omne basic reform of the French constitution which
would promote stable government is the granting to a

L gefeated Premier of the rignt to dissolve Parliament

and appeal to the country, so that citizens judge his
policy.  This means also that eitizens would judge
the aetions of each deputy, removing the rresponsible
members from their seats in the Assembly,

The second basic requirement iz a sound System
of counting the votes. The constitution refers to
proporitonal representation, butl, except for someé dis-
tricts in Paris suburbs, P.R. is never practised. And
as to method, the French only know the bastard
“serutin de liste” The Hare-Clark method of count-
ing votes ls the genuine system for proportional repre-
sentation, Co

The severity of the latest crisiz hag jolied thought-
ful Frenchmen and spokesmen recognise that shuffiing
haz beern carried on oo long. We trust that French

leaders will now rectify the wrong election methods in
the French “way of lie”

DEVOMPORT MUNICIPALITY (TAS.)

Bite-valite rating discussions econtinue to ceceuny
publie atiention in Devenunort. Following the visit of
the Hesearch Director, Land Values Hesearch (Group,
to address a public meeling at the reguest of ihe
Chamber of Commerce the council of that bogy decided
to take z poll of its members as to whether they should
take up and press the campaign for site-value rating
‘or drop the matier, '

Its council decided to ask the Junicy Chamber of
Commerce to prepare a case for site-value rating for
distribution with the questionnaire, the result of whicn
would guide the council as to its fubture actions.

¥ollowing this there was a deputation to the Cham-
ber of Commerce from interests opposed to site-value
rating, the deputation comprising Messrs. M. Jarman,
&, R. Parkes, J. Leary, P. Williams, ond B A Yaxley.
They pressed for a further pubiic meeting to be cor-
vened by the Commerce Chamber to be addressed by
Mr. Lillico, ML.C, against site-value rating on his
return from New Zealand.

- This is despite the fact that a speaker against
-Eite-value rating had been given equal opportunity to
speak at the previous meeting addressed by Mr. Huteh-
inson.___ The subject is arousing a greatb desl of nress
controversy. Opposing writers are mainly anonymous.
Gopd lIetters have been noted favorable to site-value
rating from B, Metealfe, “Wide Awake,” A Simpson, R.
Billett, A. V. R. Aloha, A, Hutchinson, A. 'G. Huie, A. W.
R. Wood.
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THE EVERARD LETTERS

And the Lessor: they Teach
By E. J. CRAIGIF, Adelaide.

Australian history is gaining recognition. Readers
will remember that Sydney was founded by ship-
loads of convicts guarded by socldiers. The army offi-
cers, such as MacArthur, received iarge, fros grants of
land and convicts were assigned to work these farms,
In his “Letterg from Sydney,” B. . Wakefield obiected
to this system of conviciism and proposed his theory
of colonization. Wakefield urzed that the nsw laneds
should not be given by the Government, but should
be sold “at a suflicient price” to pay the expense of
bringing out labourcrs o work for the landholders.

Cne well-to-do Eaglishiman attracted by the Wake-
field plan wag Dr, Charles C. Everard. As ship's sur-
geon, he received a2 free pa 2 for himself andg the
sum of £28 io stock the medicine chest. There would
be good opportunities for a inedical practice in the
growing colony., e set oul with his family and in =
magazine issued by Lhe Bieciricity Trust of South Aus-
tralia there appear two letters written by the worthy
Dr. Everard fo his sister, Mrs. Lucy, and sent back (o
her in Gloucestershire. :

The first letter was written “on board the Afri-
caine,” off Desl, on July 2, 1856, and intimated that the
ship had cleared out of the London Docks, bound for
Australia. It was stated there were 98 souls on board
—our accommodation i good, our provisions excellent,
I pay the passage for my family, £158, and receive a
free passage for myself and £20 for the medicine
chest.” The family consisted for Mrs. Everard, thres
sons and one daughter.

Allstment of Adelaide Land -

The second letter, written on May 29, 1837, after
the arrival of the ship at Holdfast Bay, S.A., deals
mainly with conditions in the new .colony. It contains
one paragraph of special inferest to students of Henry
George. It states—- :

“I have ten acres of the town, five of which were

mine by priority of choice, the remainder T bought

at a public sale, and the average price was £6 per
acre. I would not soll one of my first for iess than
£200. I do not expect we shall get our couitry

sections for 12 months to come, we have such a

paucity of goed surveyors,”

For the benefit of readers who may not undersiandg
the reference to the five acres which came to Dr.
Everard “by priority of choice,” some information on
this will be acceptable. When the. development of
Squth Australia was proposad in England, land orders
were offered Tor sale at £81 each. The burchassrs of
cach land order were entitled to 80 acres in the coug-
try and one city acre. There were 437 of these order
sold and they were known as preliminary land orcders,

On March 23, 1837, a meeting of landhoiders -
or their agents was held in Adelaide to decige the
order in which the choice of ¢ity acres was to be made,
hence the “priority of choice” mentioned” by Dr.
Everard. : ' .

a4
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After the choice had been made by, the holders
of the preliminary land orders, the balance of the
land was then offered at public auction. - It is inter-

esting to record the fact that the 1,042 acres which

constitute the City of Adelaide were sold for £3,856/8/-,
the hizhest price received for any acre belng £14/14/-,
whereas the unimproved land value of the same area
in the 1950 assessment for State Land Tax was
£15,434,550.

Being in possession of five land-orders, Dr. Everard
was entitled to five choices for his city acres. His
fArst selection was the ninth choice on the list, ac-
cording to the arrangements made at the meeting on
March: 23, and he selecied acre No. 303 at the corner
of Vistoria Squaire and Wakefield Street, almost in the
cenire of the city., This acre i3 now used exclusively
for Government offices and its present value would
not be less than £1855,000,

. Everard’s next cheice was the 22nd, and he
selected acre No. 17, corner of King Willlam Street and
Morth Terrace, This is now a very valuable site, owned
by the Bank“of New South Wales, the Shell Com-
pany. the Adelside Club and the firm of D, and J.
Fowler. Its unimproved land value for State Land
Tax st the assessment in 1950 was £213,188.

The doctor’s third selection of a city acre was the
82nd choize, when he took acre No. 71 at the corner of
Hindisy and Morphett Streets. This is now a very
valuable business site and the unimproved value of
the acre is approximately £50,000.

The zelection of the fourth acre represented the
50th choeice, when acre No. 343 was taken, on the south
side oi Wakefield Street,
streets in the city., The fifth acre was the 144th choice,

and the selected acre was No. 370, on the north side of -

Angag Street, These two acres are the only ones now
showing in the Land Tax office books as the property
of Everard Acres Lid., and their unimproved land value
is given as £49,068.

it will be noted from Dr. Everard’s. letter {that,
althiough he paid.only £1 each for these five acres, he
stated: “I would not sell one for less than £200,” The
iand was then in the same state as when the doctor
purchased it, so, apparently, he had all the qualifica-
tions of the modern land speculator, and was prepared
to exploit any legitimate user who desired to buy any
of it by charging £200 for an acre which had cost him
only £1,

Auction of - Adelaide Land

An investigation of the original plan of Adelaide
and research in the books at the State Land Tax Of-
fice reveal the following facts relating to the sale by
apction.

The five acres mentloned by Dr. Everard as being
purchased “at an average price of £6 per acre” are
as follows:-—

Acre No. 533, north side of Halifax Street, pur-
chased for £6, valued at 1950 assessmeni at £3,448.

Acre No. 534, alsp north side of Halifax Street,
purchased for £6, 1950 valuation £3,318.

Acre No. bbb, north side Sturt Street, prlce paid
£5/10/-, land valuation £3,782,

PROGRESS

This is one of the central =

MAY, 1453

Acre No. 558, also north side Sturt Stfeet, price
paid £5/15/-, land valuation £2,926. This lowser valug-

tion is due to the fact that only a portion of the acre

is taxable, being owned by W. H. Burford and Co., the
balance of the land being héld by the Commonwealtin

Government and the Catholic Church Endowment So-

ciety, therefore being exempt from taxation.

The above four acres are in the residential section
of the city of Adelaide.

The fifth town acre was No, 955, situated al Barton
Terrace, North Adelaide, The price paid for it was
£3/3/-, and the 1950 land tax valuation was £3,500.

It will thus be seen:that these five acres 30ld to

Dr. Everard for £25/8/- are now valued at £16,974 for %%

State Land Tax. To this must be added at least an-

other £1,000, being the value of the land owned by the

Commonwealth Government and the TUathelic Church
Endowment Society onn Acre No. 556, for which no
official valuation is made.
Australian Way of Life
Before summarising the facts relating to the land
orders, reference to another paragraph in Dr. Everard’s
letter will be of interest. In that he says:—
“I am now, with William’s assistance, only fellmg
and grubbing up the trees upon one acre prepara-
tory to building our fown house. 1 have lost my
labourer. He would not work for me longer, al-
though I had agreed to give him 12/- per week,
but he could earn more, he said, and if T did not
choose to advance him, he would leave, and ac-
cordingly did. In England he did not earn on an

average, more than 6/- per week, and did not

taste meat from one week’s end to anothﬂ Here
he got meat every day and less than a bottie of
Tum & day was not enough for him, . . . Therefore,
William and I are obliged to work hard, but we
enjoy it, as we know it iz all for our comfort and
prosperity.”
It is pathetic to read that Dr. Everard and hig
son William were “obliged to work hard,” even though
they “enjoyed it.” Most pioneers who are true to

name expect to work hard. Development work cannot.

proceed without hard work.

The fact that the labourer would not remain with
the doctor, even though he generously offered to
double the 6/- per week wages he was paying him,
plus the daily meat and bottle of rum; makes it
abundantly clear the statements Georr'lsts have made
for many years, ‘“that where land is easy to cbtain
and workers have a chance of alternative employment,
exploitation of labour is impossible.” We have stressed
this Important economic truthr for a long period, but
Labour leaders apparently are still unaware of it. If
they read the lefters by Dr. Everard it should prove to
them that the freeing of natural resources by the
collection of land values for public purposes is a
more-logical method of providing a just return te all
who toil, than the illogical scheme now made manifest

by the so-called “marginal inerease” which ig making

for inflation of prices.
_ So much for so little
To summarise the position, this is what we find.
Dr. Everard, as the purchaser of five land orders in
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1836 for"‘""“"{£'405, was granted the choice of five acres
in the city of Adelaide and 400 acres in the country.
The five city acres, obtained at a cost of £5 had in 1950

an unimproved Value of £492,256. We cannol give the-

value of the 400 acres of rountly land, #s only a long
search in the Land Titles Office could reveal where
that land was situated. The greater portion of it
would be near the city, therefore, very valuable,

The additional five acres in the city purchased by
publie auction cost Dr. Everard £26/8/, and the latest
ayailable valuation of fthis land” shows it o bhe
worth £17,974. In other words, the 10 city acres and
200 country acres were purchased for £431/8/-, and
the value of the city acres alone is £510,230.

The official records of cify land in the Land Tax

office show that Everard Acres Ltd. are still in pos-
gsession of city aeres Nos. 343 znd 390. These are
assessed at £49,068 unimproved value. Most people
would agree that these two biocks give a reasonable
profit on the original investment of £431/8/-, without
taking into account the profit made on the other 408
acres, details of ‘which could only be discovered b¥
lengthy research in the records of the Land Titles
office.

The lesson to be drawn from the Everard letters
iz that Dr. Everard and the other landholders werr
in no way responsible for the increment in land value-
since the foundation of the State, The increased land
values arise because of the presence of the community
and the provision of necessary public utilities such as
roads, rallways, water supply, bharbours and other
soclal services required by a growing community. See-
ing no individual is responsible for an increment in
land values, no one has a moral right to take any part
of land values for private gain. Justice decrees thart
land values be taken into the communal freasury to
. defray the cost of the services provided for the com-
munity. When this is done there will be no need to
impose direct and indirect taxes upon wealthh pro-
ducers as is done today.

Those citizens who wish to follow this fascinating
topic may secure for one shilling from our office the
booklet, “Land and Wages” — study of the colonisa-
tion schemes associated with the Swan River settle-
ment in Western Australia and the foundation of Scuth
Australia.

SITE RATING AND COMMERCE

A notable advance for our work may come through
the Junior Chamber of Commerce. ‘That body invited
one of our speakers to address their recent conference
on the subjects of valuations and rating systems.-

As a result their civic affairs section is announced
by their dJournal as initiating action for full support
from the Chamber for Site Value Rating.

This development will be watched with interest,
particularly as every application of our reform reacts
directly {o benefit all sections of commerce.

tations on these two amendments should write, Mr. A.
W. R. Wood, Hon. Secretary, General Council for Rat-
ing Reform, G.P.O., Box 955 G, Melbourne.
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GENERAL COUNCIL FOR RATING REFORM
’ Report of Meeting

- A meeting of delegates of the General Counci] for
Rating Reform was held in the Board Rootn ab Eelvin
Hall on Monday, 4th April. Affiliation of several further
associations was approved.

A draft was considered of a brochure explaining
the aims, methods and organisation of the Gensral
Council for Rating Reform and containing a list of
affiiated bodies, together with general Information on
site-value rating to answer points on which many
people were not clear. ‘

It was decided that the. officers further edit the
draft and arrange for it to be printed.

Several matters were raised concerning recent or
proposed legislation, requiring action by those support-
ing Site-Value rating. First was the representaiion
by the disgruntled Eltham councillors to the Municipal
Association seeking an amendment of the Local Gov-
ernment Act to permit owners of vacant land valued at
less than £5 N.AV, to vote at polls on proposals 1o
change to Site-Value Rating. They are annoyed that
site-value rating was carried hy some 200 wvotes at
Eltham. There are approximately 6,400 holdings held
by.5,600 ratepayers. But there were only about 2,800
buildings in the shire, s¢ that the difference beiween
this and the 4,367 voters cn the roll is the number of
vacant lot holders who had voies, l.e., about 1,500, Not
satisfied with this very substantial loading against
change to site-value these councillors want even more,
They don’t worry about the interesr.s of the local resi-
dents who sought the change —— only of the vacant
holders; largely absentees.

The Municipal Association Executive has decided
to take up this proposal and seek amendment of the
Local Government Act. It was decided that the cc-
cperation of municipal councils and local associations
be sought to defeat this proposal. It is considered
rather that voting should be restricted to local resi-
dents or owners of built property if there is to be any
change.

A further matter in recent legisiation requiring
action is the Town Planning Bill just passed making
the Board of Works the Planning Authority with
power to make and levy a “Metropolitan Improvement

Rate,” not exceeding {wopénce in the £ of nett annual

value.

This is considered to be a misnomer since the use
of nett annual value as the rate basis will be charging
citizens according to the improvements which they
have themselves made on their sites instead of in pro-
portion to the general increase in value of sites due to
the improvements of the planning or other public
authorities. It was decided that assistance of councils
and progress and other associations be sought o0 have
the basis amended {o the site-value for this “Improve-
ment Rate.”

Reports were received of the position in the places
taking polls on site-value. rating next August and also
of interest shown in site-value rating in Otway Shive,
Rodney Stire, Maffra. Shire, and Devonport in Tas-
mania.

Other bodies not already affiliated with the Gene-
ral Couneil but willing to co-operate in the represen-
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AlR-RAIL-ROAD TRANSPORT

A few weeks ago it was annoanced that the
State Minister for Fransport (Mr. Coleman) had re-
fused to issue & permit to operate an air transport ser-
vice between Fehmiea and Melbourne. There was ho
guestion that those who had already ‘ineurred finan-
cizl outlay on the proiect had the ability to run such
a service safely and efficiently.

The reason given for refusing to issue a perrmt
wag frankly. declared to be a policy of shielding the
publiz railways from competitions. This policy has
alrsady been pursued ruthlessly to destroy competition
from road pransport and was now to- bhe apphed to
stifile air comnetitxon

There are several important principles invelved
that need more discussion than they have yet received.

First, this is a revival in modern times of the op-
position met last century against development of
modern transport. To protect the horse-coach trans-
port industry legislation provided that any power-
driven meang of transport was to have a man walking
- in frong carrying a red flag. Had that legislation sur-
vived there would have been no rallways Industry to
protect. ,

¥ air transport meets a public need for more
rapid transport then the public is entitled to that
serviee irrespective of its effect upon other forms of
transport.

- Wext, it is interesting to noté that the pohcy of
‘:’Llﬂiﬁigxlﬁ(’ road and air ftransport to preserve rail
transport from competition is in direct opposition to
the principles claimed as policy of the Labor Party of
which the Minisier is (or was) a member. Thai Party
elaims to be opposed to monepclies. Now the only
way Lo prevent monopolies is to promoie competition.
We maintain that full competition by road, rail, and
air services is essential and that departure from if
makes g moekery of the principles of opposition to
monopoiies which his party claims to champion,

While advocating full competition between these
three services we must recognise that the State rail-
ways arp under a real disability from which they should
be freed and for which strangling of competitive forms
of transport is not the remedy. The Railways are
being expected to cover their whole costs by fare and
freight charges paid only by those who actually travel
or transport goods by rail on the assumption that
these are the main ones te benefit from rail services.
This basls completely overlooks’ that the provision and
continued running of the rallways has increased the
valuc of the lands over the whole State to many times
the v they would have if the railways ceased run-
ning. I Victorian Railways have capital investment
# over £100 million but have added at least

I Lma values are now going into the bockets of
Izndowners many of whom are not using the
s because their properties are under-developed
eculative heldings. On the other hand the much
esiricted number of rail usery are bemg expected
maat the whole rail cosis.
The commonsense and equitable somtmn is to levy
a development rate upon these land values created
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and maintained by rail services and use this revenue
t0 meet the interest, sinking fund on the capital in-
vestment and the maintenance charges on thg per-
manent way and to substantially reduce the charges
in freights and fares to actual ussrs. This would
put the railways in a proper position to compete with
other forms of transpert. It would also lessen ihe
eosts of primary producers who are developing their
holdings, for their savings on transport wonld be many
times greater than their paymenis under the develop-
ment rate. On the other hand holders of Bboder-
developed holdings would be paying ihe rate without
using the services and would have an incentive to pud
their holdings to better abe or sell them to otiers abis
and willing to use them.

There are other developmental puklic services such
as irrization, power supply, roads which. also bring tii-
crease:d value of land and costs of which should he met
from tne land yvalues they croate.

We advocate establishment of a State Develop-
ment Fund financed by a Development Rate based on
the unimproved land value of the State the prcceeds
to be allofted to these various public works.

Upon this policy the Henry George “Justice” Party
will be putting up four candidates at the next .Staie
elections. The candidates and electorates are:

L. F. Bawden, for Balwyn;.I. A. Robinson, for Bur-
weod; W. H. Pitt, for Hawthorn; and L. J. Hutchnmon
for Pascoe Vale.

Please write to us at George Parade, Melbourne,
if. you are willing to help in any of these elestorates

—From a broadeast in the “Justice” Paréy session,
3DB-3LK on 10/4/55.

OVERSEAS GEORGIST PUBLICATIONS
RECEIVED

Judging by the increasing flow of publications re-
ceived here there is a widespread growth of interest
in the principles of drawing public revenue Ifrom
charges upon land values in leu of ofher taxes.

Much of this stems from the growth of the Henry
George Schools of Social Science in America. We re-
gularly receive the “Henry George News” which is the
common medium used by these schools. But in addi-
tion we receive periodically less elaborate publications
from local centres. QOeccasionally we republish items
of interest from them. .

Among these are “The St. Louis Georgist,” pub- .
lished by the “Henry George Women’s Club,” and “The
Inquirer,” from the San Franecisco School,

A new publication in our mailbag recenﬁy is &
well-prepared 16 page booklet “Sage” published in
alternate months by the Society for the Advancemenf
of the George Economy.

Another body from which we receive very interest-
ing material from time to time is the National De-
centralist Institute, which appears to be widely
organized since 10 ofﬁces are listed on its publications
each; located in different states.

A new organization from which we received very
good material recently in a booklet on “Truth About
Eaxes ” is the Public Revenue Educaiion Couneil, St.

ouis.
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ther bodies from whom We receive printed mat-

ter are the Schalkenbach Foundation and the Henry
George Foundation of United States

Of & different type are a series of- pamphlets for-

warded by C. L& Baron Goeliey, Heary George Ti"aﬂt

Society, Bndwell, NV, We have made use of several
of these In our columns on occasions,
From Canada we regularly receive “The Bouars

puklished by the Henry George Soclety, Toronto,
monthly. The most comprehiensive publication of all i3
the English journal “Land & Liberty,” of 186 pages with
good coverage of happenings in various parts of the
worid,
We alse receive the
“Terre ef Liberte”

Deal,”

French guarterly  journal,

RATE CHANGE SOUGHT

Cobram Chamber sf Commerce Has Sponsored a Move
t¢ TChange {he Hating System in the Shire.

The chamber, which successfully sponsored a peti-
tion for the severance of the North Ridineg of the
Shire of Tungamah, to form the Shive of Cobram two
years ago, has made a demand on the Shire Council
tor a poll to decide whether the net annual valuation
rating gystem should be changed to the unimproved
value system.

he poll must be conducted by the council by
August.

President of the Chamber of Commerce (Mr. K. A,

Evans) said the move was necessary because of the -

rapid development of the district under closer setile-

mient,
It was increasingly difficult to induce secondary
mdustme.s t0 set up In an area where improvement
rating was in operation, he said.

—“Shepparton News,” 31/1/55.

NEINTH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

51 Apdrew’s University. Socthamd.

14th to 20th Aupgusi, 1955

Already more than 140 suuporiers of owr prineiples from
umn;} parts of the world have notified their intention of coming
i Bt Andrew’s o attend the Conference of the Internavional
Union 1o Promote Dand Value Tazation and Free Trade.

There s Il aecommodation available at the excelient Stu-
dents” Residence Halls at remarkably moderate terms for board
and lodeing nights as from Saturday, 13ih August. Fally
gualified s neinbership of the International
Union Cnininiue fee 10 a year) and speckal contribution of £1
towards the Confersnce cxpenses payment any tlme before ihe
Conference meets.

Those readers who arve unable to atiend the Conference are
{dmestl} wivited nevertheless to enrol as supporters, incidentally
verstving the Conference documentation and adding Lhmr names
to its xeuu*sem ive Hst of adherents.

Those rtevested should write to, 4 Great Smith street, Lon-
SW L ‘

don,
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H%Né‘%’?’ GEORGE “JUSTILE” PARTY

? REQUESTS YOUR FINANCIAL AND PERESONAL
> BELFY FOR FORTHCOMING STATE BLECTIONS.
CAN YOU DISTRIBUTE LITERATURE, CANVASS, OR
OiT‘I_uuW'[“‘E HELP TN THE FOLLOWING BLECTOR-

FOX HILL.

BURWGCOD, HAWTHORN, g
>

ESSENDON Q7Y

in 1950 the Land Values Research Group complzced

a4 survey of the properties in Essenden according o

whether they carried lower oy higher rates undsr gite-
value rating.

Essendon has operated under siie-valuae
rating since 1820. The resuils are recorded below and
wili be of value in other places,

They classify each person entitled $o vote accord-
ing to type of property for which he is enrolied. The
pumber of distinet properties is less than shown to
the extenf that joint-owners each are enrolled for
the same property,
Type of Property Rates Lower Under
Site-vValue Annuval-Value

(U.CV) (N.AV.)

Mos. (%) MNos. (%)

Dwelling Only L. 8008 (7D 3866 (30)

House & Other Bldgs. .. 27 (38) 44 (82}

House & Vacant Land . . 46 (26) 128 (74

Shop & Dwelling ... . . 206 (88) 98 (32)

Shop Only . 297 {83) 159 (3T

steellaﬁeous Eu%mﬂ&b 90 (50) 80 (55)
Vacant Land . . . .. 985 (100

Total . 9652 (64) 5364 (36)

It is ;ntere&fmg to see that fthe proportion of
houses benefting under site-value rating is greater
than for any other type of property. The Ascot and
Moonee Ponds Wards are predominantly working class
areas with smaller frontages than in the Essendon and
Aberfeldie Wards. The details for dwellings are there-
fore given below and show that the proportion bene-
fited is greater in the working class areas.

- Ward Dwell. Rates Lower Under
Site-Vahie Annual-Value
{(U.C.V.) (WA V)
Nos. (%) Nos. (%)
Aseot Vale ... ... ... ... .. 2647 (80) 639 (20}
Moonee Ponds ... ... ... ... 1838 (78} 590 {34y
Igsendon .. .. . v e 2521 (61) 1624 {39
Aberfeldie . . .. . . 1942 (66} 1663 (34}
Total .. ... ... .. 2005 (70) 3856 (30)
Qi the mlsceﬂancous busingss propevties those
carrying lower rates under the site-value basis com-
prised: FPaclories (23-14): Theatres (4-1); Hotels

(14-0); Ofiices (9-b); Garage & Service 8tation (8-5);
Bakeries (3-1); Halls (2-0).

Miscellaneous business properiies carrying higher
rates on site-value rating comprise: Banks (8-7);
Stores (7-1); Stables, Woodyards, Bottleyards (37-1);
others (30-13).
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Radio Broadeasi Session
Conducted weekly by speakers of the Henry
George “Jastice” Party from
BADIO STATIONS DB & ILE
Every Sunday at 30 minnies @ast DT,
LISTEN AND ASK YQOUR FRIENDS TO LISTEN
Denations o the Broadeast Fund will be
appreciatad.
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Notes from Varicus Sources

Planned ¥conomy.~T75 per cent. of our egos have to be ex-
worted at a loss and this deficiency has to be met (D by exira
tevies on producers and (ii) higher charges for eggs fo conswmers.
Surely economically unsoung ‘practices require investigation (1)
whether it would be necesgary under any system of competitive
selling to ship this hiuge guantity of eggs abroad at a loss and
i1y whether the Egzg Board has failed in its duty to supply Victor-
ign consurmers with eges of good gualily-E. bmpell__ Age. 475754,

Bad Hoeusing Breeds Disease-—The Clinical Besearch Unit of
the Children’s Hosgpital has found in an investigation that a
high proportion of children admitted %o the Roeyal Children’s
Hospital suffering {rom infectious diarrhees came Irom sub-
standard houses and emergency housing camps. A signifying sub-
stantial proportion of cases came from unsewered areas—"Now!™;
September, 1954,

Los fAngeles Blums——In ithds Awmerican City, 50 per cent. of
ail arrests derive from slum areas, 55 per cent of juvenile delin-
gquency, 80 per cent. of tubsrculosis, 50 ner cent. of all diseases,
45 per cent. of major crimes, and 35 per cenb. of fires. Yet
shums represent less than cne third of the population (which is
surely bad enough).  Blighted property in Los Angeles shims
vields o bare 8000 dollavs a year in tax revenue (which shows
the need for adopting site valoe rating in thal cityv:—Bata from

“Nowl; September, 1954
Butier Bother—The president of the Victorian Dairy
Farmers’ Association, Mr, B, Roberis, stated that margarine was

s threat to the dairy farmer who, he claimed, had a nght fo
protection by margarine duotas and ezcise on ifs ingredienis,
just as the manufacturer received taritf protection--fge, 29/9/5.

[Ed’s MNote.—More privileges are scughi and mors pressure
groups created, while the consumer gets hit from all directions}.

% Nations.-Financial leaders of 57 non-Communist nations

met at Washington to discuss freer world trade. It was genervally
felt that the American tariff barriers constituted a big obstacle,
—Ape, 29/4/54,
Printed Paper Plethora.—Since 1951 the total of public issues of
Treasury Bills hasg been increased from £108 million o £225 million,
thus giving an impetus to the depreclation of the currency in
termms of purchasing power and, therefors, to the intensification of
inflationary forvces—¥Front s l'ﬁpmt to sharcholders.

Thought —If it {5 criminal te steal a man and make him work
for nothing, it is egually ¢riminal to steal from a fiee man the
fair reward of his labour.

Absurdity ~—Ballarat branch of the Labor Parvty wants g ban on
erpetion of new factories within 20 mniles of Melbourne so as o
foree facteories Inio the coul Yei the Victorian Labor Gov-
ernment has raised railway frveighls and fares and imposed puni-
tive restrictions on road transport.  And our high tavift poli
which fovces labor and materials into overerowded cities away
from rural areas has consistently received Labor support.  Too
many people ignore fundamental economic ang social laws;
only way of dealing with the resulting chaos is to introduce move
restriction ang reglmentaiion.
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Mernda is 15 miles M.E. from Melbourne on Whittlesea Rd.,
cnr. Mason’s land. 312 acres of grazing country sold at £53 an
acre—Age 1678753,

{Zd. Note.—Having

paid £16536 as a preliminary to Drimayy

production the new owner will expect ‘‘farm relief” i some
forin or other™}
Portinent Question—Ias My, Menzies forgotten the rayon

tariff which he apbroved to the satisfoction of Mr. Folstia and
pther rayon weavers, by seiting aside a Tariff Board recom-

mendation? A recommendation for protection which would
have c¢ost the Australian consumer only one third the amount

approved by Mr. Menzies?—News-Weekdy, 9/9/53.

Farkdale —Vacant site for shop, opposite railway station, 18 f&.
g in. frontage to Comao Pde. x 560 £t deep sold at £2000 or £1340
a it bare land value.-“Argus,’”’ 14/1/54.

City West.—5ir Isaac Pibman’s property. 61 1t froniage at
54 Li. Collins 8., nr. King St. and 217 ft. along Gallagher
PL with 4 storey building sold to wool buyers for £80809.

e BTEILE, 2!}&/34

Japan~In Parlisment, & member stated that Hozen
Kal (g mutual finahce organization: had donated Yen 30 mlilxtm
to the Libeval Party, Y20 miilion to the Progressive Party and
Y16 miliipn o the former Hatovama Liberal Party. 'The Hozen
orgapization recently went bankrupt, thus destroving the szav-
ings of millions of smali-geals Japanese invesiors. This disclos-
ure caused an uproar.

[Ed. Note--Substantial gifts to each of three political parties
follows the Australian patlern — guite impsartiall

males Tax Removals~A £70 hedroom suite would be reduced
to £64, a iypical English car selling at £1675 would come
down to £1.457, a Holden would be reduced from £1023 to
£3535 and a 27/ garbage iin 4o 34/3"Hersld,” 10/9/54

Taxation Effects~Our revenue laws as a nody might well
be entitled “Acts to promote the corruption of pubiic officials,
to suppress honesty and encourage fraud, te set a premium
upon perjury and the subornation of perjury, and o divorce
the iden of law from the idea of justice,”—Henyy George in

“Progress and Poverty)

Meale of Valaes.—Sales tax on legalised gambling is less than
that on eguipment for campers, hikers, girl guides and boy
scouts.  BExamples—Hacing saddies, jockeys' clothing, trotiing
harness, exempt: grevhound rugs, leads and muszles, 12% per cent.
Un the other hand sleeping bLags, scouts’ haversacks angd pac
if 2"’2 per sent.: tents, 1214 ver cent.—From letter to “Herald,
R ™. -
Psycholegy Invoked.—Proi, J. M. Heynes deiscted a “Money
Iusion” in the attitunde of Labor which resisis ents in money
wages even though it would be prepared to accept an equivalent
reduction in real wages occasioned by rising prices. Labor stipu-
lates (within limitsy for a money wage rather than s real wage.

[Ed. Note--Most writers seem agreed thuat this hunch of
Keynes was sound.l

HENRY GEORGE LEAGUE OF VICTORIA,

18 George Parade, (off 113 Collins Streel, r.ear Russell Street},

Melbourne, €., Telephone: MEF 46835, Hon. Secretary: My, B M.
Colliso
The Annual Memb iship Fre iz a minbmum of 10/-

is 27~ mer sopnum.

"ﬁ-amps Ax,c,upahh
if e thiz
suibzeribers.

Jowrnal, you are invited {o cudain nsw
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