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EQUAL INJUSTICE

T

It ig a curious treit in Luman nsture that when poople

wrvolt Gﬁﬂlﬂst oppressilon or Injustice thev Firet Gamand a_

"rodrer' distribotion of tie cwvil complained of, Thoir ntti-
tude towerds unjust taxation illustrates this tendency;
ingtcad of lﬁsl§ﬁxﬁ“ on rublic suthoritics obts ining their
vevenucs from the oubliclqmmra ted valuseg of land ?Lwy plead
for the hurden to be nore cvenly dlstributed by malting gome

creons or districte poy more and reducing the payments of
ﬁﬁﬁi;ug peflecting this bendeney, a pabey ynal Guvwrwmrmm is
now earrving  oub 2 now ond cogtﬁy voluation whileh will lond
to o redigtribobion of the upjuet burdcn c¢ the loeal rates,
arnd thruugh its eost, sn lnerensed burden of national taxatlon,

Vothing yet ﬁttﬂmpteﬁ for CQ%alizing inoomes or faxation

can golve the troblem of roverty. Lhorever poverty oxlsts
thers ere nogleeted opoortunitics for the production of
wealth and the wgeful ﬂmmloyﬁfwt of pcople, neglected beeouse
lend {the source of wenlth)  ig orivately owned and ean he
withhield from use when that is convenient or wofitable to
the ownirg, The value of theac opportunitices variss congidor-
2bly, but the firgst step towapds abolishing involuntars
poverty is to mebo ail natural apftyfhﬁjti g {lond) avaii-
sHie by mmkimg tond-helding unprofitoble, - Poreupine
(Manchestop ), Aupgust 1951, o

1
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FCONOVICS HADE EFTERTAINIIG

PO

THE WompERFﬁL WEATDH ﬂACHIﬁ?, by Thil Grant. The Devine

Adair Compeny, New York 10, 195%, $4,50.
/"f' ’

Kgmgnall Crane gaye in The Henry George News:"Phil Grant
ig s politico-economlst, but Tie 18 an agvertisling wan, $00, &an
© 01d hand a% getting 1deas through the human gkull with a mini-

Cym of pain. Tn this opération he hag gmployed plenty of
1aughing g2s. His points are dpiven home by several dozen (84)
vefw"amusing and pertinent cartoons, the product of his owWn

- pe‘n -

trhe Wonderful Wealth mechine” is divided into 1o less
than 108 chavpters, each of which is easily gragped in a ghort
gitting, but definitely advances the explanat lon. His chapber
heedings sre arresbing; 2 few are: -= '

% Who ig in Favor of Poverty. In which, through the pr.-
cess of elimination, we seek ©O gingle outb the villain.

1%, The Keaning of Labor. Tn whieh we discovel that more
than a lunchpail, overslls, and 2 union card 1s required %o
male a laborer; and jigsaw-puzzle piece numbe

77, Momoroly. In which the natupe of momopoly 1 obgerved;
vapiouns types of monocoly are examined and government 1s geen
to to supprort monopoiies while pretending to degtroy them.

a5, Free Land., In which pugticarts, pitehmen, miniature
golf and bootlegging coal mines prove the value which
attaches to free land,

103, Cpime, on Economlc Creation, In which juvenile
delinquency, prostitution and epime rate in general 8ra shown
to increase as 8 result of our present crime prevent ion

methods.

thile there is considerabls humor in the book, it never
gives the impression of having been dragged in for its own
galke -- it arises naturally from the impact upon 2 fresh,
inguiring wmind and cheerful soul of 8 subject of the highest
human interesgt and the abgurd fallacles which cluster around

it.

By special orrongement witl the publishers, and 1in accor-
dance with their practlce of selling sconomlc worlks without
profit, the Robert Schalkenbach Poundation and The Henry

Henry George Nows (both at the same sddpesa, 50 ast 69t St.,
Vew York, N. ¥.) =are supplying coples ay $3.50.

=00 Q000 -

We have been forgetting the differences between government
by thi psople and government by the department., -= viggo
Starcke.,
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'EELEQE FAQED‘WETﬁ OHT NEED FOR BADTCAT., PISCAL REFORN
Max Tonbesu

_ The Burden of Indircct Taxation
| 'The need for fiscel reform in Frande is felt more nnd:
wore. Everyone cslls and clamors for 1t, but from thiz to
. genersl sgreemant on how the reform iz to be yealized a
- vagt field of eonfusion extends.

Tn 1948 le Frenchh Parliament passed o law instrueting
the Govermment, before lst January, 1949, "to reeast the whoko
body of fiscsl codcs and texbs, so ag to reduce the number of
imposts, dutics and taxcs; to regulate and standardize the
rulce of thdir application; eimplify the formalities reguired
of toxpeyers; snd co~ordinate the procedure of registration,
collection amd gettlement of claimg,” Following this low came

-the decree of 9th December, 1948, which by its first srticle
abolished @11 direct taxes them exlisting, Happy prospect! But
by its sccond article ‘it brought them back egain, with the
exception of a tax on some kinds of corporatlons (wmainmort)
uonder & form gesreely differing from the previous onc, it
established s schedule of taxation to which everybody le
1iable, set out in two perts: -- '

- {1) % wroportional tax based on the previous tazxes on
pro-perty peilt on or vdesnt, snd on the profits of
industrial, commercisl, agricultursl, ete. undertalkinga,
(2) 4 tax on total declered income, exemphing incomes

Candey 120,000 francs. :

- fe for indirect taxcs, these were not taken into consine.
~epstion, although France ls, after Russia, the gountry in
which indirect taxes constitute the largest proportion in tho
gtate budpot. & Finance Hinlster sdmitted puhlicly last year
that in Francc about half the price of each article was made
up of taxatlon. ] ’ o -

1. Daudé-Beucel, the sturdy Editor of Terre ot Libertd,
has on scveral ocensions givén an account of the purdcn of . -
dircet snd indircet taxation, respectively, uvon tho Freneh
taxpayer. Sinec the liberatio?, the annual indirget taxstlion
per head hag inérofscd from 4,250 francs in 1946, to 9,775
in 1947, to 15,500 in 1948 and to 23,650 france in 1942,
During these years dircet taxation psr head roge dnnmually
from 1,963 francs in 1946, %o 5,602 in 1947, %o 8,082 .n
-.1948 =nd o 11,850 francs in 1949, In 1949 the total bLurdeon
of all taxes was per head 35,500 france, of whisl, 8.0 ver
eent was indirect and only 35.38 per cent “direch, ‘

-
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But if, in France, the direcct taxes wrctain a relatively
modest position beside their grester companions {($he much more
imposing though velled indireet taxeg) what cen be said of
that kind of direct tax with which we are partleularly con-
cerned: the tax on ground alone, on the value of landed pro-
perty apart from developments? At the present time thiz bax
oceupies a place trivial indeed among the othsr direct taxes.
During the fiseussions in the French National Assembly in
July. 1949, it was sald-again and agaln that the revenue from
undeveloped lend had fallen so low -- a millisrd and a half in
1948 compared with an ordinary budget of 610 milliards -- that
jte golleetion, whieh involves for the Excheguer, diffiecult
entlenlatione of hypothetical "loecation vaine' had ecome a
waste of labour., In the opinion of some supposedly wise por-
sons the obvicus solution is to suppress the tax altogether;
‘and thie haz becn partly carried out. C o

_Iapch-April, 1953

Pre-Revosutionary Doctrines Recalled,

e arc certalnly very far from the ideas which prevailded
in Fponee in 1790, at thc outset of the Grest Revolution. At
this period the influence of the FPhyslocrats, whom Henry
George afterwards rccognized as his predecessors, was domine.
ant. Doector Quesnay and his friends had prepared men's minds
to fecept the. principle that the "net revenue” (rent) should

be the fundementsl and sole bhasis for State revenue., The
French Revolution of 1789 wag preéeded -- 88 1s well known --
bv an inguiry in town and country, lasting several months, to
obtain the weovle's opinion on taxation. These opinicns were
finally reccordéd in what have been called the Cahilers des
Frats-Génarsux. Study of thesc exceodingly important documents
veveals that the immense ma jority of thosc who expressed their
opinion were in favour of: --

- {1) The abolition of indirect taxeces,

(2) The abolition of taxes on the movement of goods {or
internal Customs dutiles,)

(3) The gubstitution, for the previous dircet and indi-
rect taxation, of & tax on ground alone. The record books
of some provinces demand the Single Tax {(impot foncler uniqued
which Turgot, Finance I'inlster to Touls XVI, had favoured, -

The Consbituent Assembly, of which the Fhyslocrat,
Dupont de Nemours, was a member, was infiuenccd by these
demands. It voted the law of 23rd Novewber - 1st December,
1700, which cstablished a land tex on 2 basle which was in
fact very uncertain {(the valuation of net incomc instead of
isnd value), but which nevertheless might have sgcoured for
the Trench fiseal systom 2 fubure development guilte different
from wisk 15 has become. According bo estimates at the time,
oo willions of 2 budget of 300 millions would have been gup-

~.icd by the land-tax,. -
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~ But wap. and intermal convulsions checoked all projocts
fPor merlocical afmizistration. Then cawme finaneisl crisis.
When the courter-revolution had done ibs work, the indircet
toxes, which the Counscifuent Legewbly nsd abolished, reo ppeared
under Wapoieon's regime, with the name {soon to bscome UNPOD-
vilar) of Droivs Péunis or combined taxos. The Restoration of
the monarchy red the nsme sgain, bub kept the substanco.
Indirsct taxat sas ecxbended more and more while the land
o)

value taX, i - men of the Revolutilon nad wanted, COTTCE -
poncingly shrank, to the profit of powerful land monoollsts.

T 7ns Neo-Fhysicerats ond Henry Goorgs

O s AN OB

myt this docs not mesen that the counter-revolurion in
Prance went forward without any protest on grounds of prin-
giplc, From time to timc thinters orose to eritieise "bad
gnxapion”. During the first half of the Wineteenth Contury,
Baetist, Paul Louis Couricyr and Proudhon raealled thelr
fellow-citizens! ettention to the nrincivlecs of sound finance
“and the conditions of o truly demoeratic reging.

Ll
[ e

“ Puring the sccond half of the Ninettenth Century,
Aihert nximilisn Toubesu, father of the present writor,
published in Paris nis work on Letrie Asgcsement of Taxbw
‘bion. In this ne advoeatcd replicing the dlrcet and Indircet
¥i%ss then in foree, by 2 tax on ground alone, ir both rural
“apmd urhan districts. This roform he s8wW &s the first condition
of a1l soeisl improvement. In France, ho congidered, vhore
peagent rroprlcters do not oceupy suciy a large provortion
of the sgricultursl land ag gencrally snppogcd, and where
town vents are excessively high owing toland speoulation,
a Tiseal revolution to adopt the Mebric tax’ woulid ensvre
the veign of justice, lesding fo sbundance of goods and
progrese in all sphorog. _ :

Lg soon az they beecame scquainted with Henry George’s
works, Albcpt Toubeau and his friends, notobly Eugene Simon

and fngugtc Desmoulina, communicated witi the author of
P

pocress and Foverty and in 1889 (thc coentenary of the Froeneh

i
TevolihIoW) ofginiized in Foeris an “Intcrmational Congres
m

fus
for Agrarisn and Soclsl Beform.t At this the'ranowneﬁ Amer-
‘feen philozopher prosided and the ¢ Rt
+he addresgs of Henry Geovgo, wore pablishicd in full in La
~Reovpe Socisliste in the sawme year, T
o ThE Trematurc geath of Alberd vaximilien Towbeau, which
-~ pecurced in Fohruary 1890, cvoked srticlcs in Heory George's
paper, The Stendard, gecply derloring the ovent, It hac Indeefd
“the offSSE BF IREErrupting the worl of French Single Taxecrs
for a mumber of yesre, In 1912 and 1913 Georges Darlen and
Joserh Fels made an offort, by means of a Hpeennal Single Tax
Loague”, to revive the euspended teacning, ord
with guotations from Henpry Goorge and Albart Toabhoas uore

vroccodines, including

i o Feyr penrhilaete
Cemy
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published, But, as the Fronch dclcoget: remindcd tho 1946

inte rratlona* Comfcronee ot Swanwick, it wes only in 1924,
and thanks to the insplration of tho so~much-lomepted  San
Meyer, and Dﬁu§5»3 neel and Charlos Glde ~- the cninent pro-
foogor of politicel ceongmy ané apostle of co~opcrablion =-
hat the Ligue pour ia Reforme Fonelere et 1o Libre Echangce
w-g formed, Thc bi-monthly review Terro eb Liberté became the
yoice of thils ovganlzation T T

Goorgist Propaganda in Fronce

From 1924 to 1989 the Ligue earrvied on very ngeful work.
merpe et Liberbd published matter of great inborest and Iho
“T*SE? Tof T EWoporters was mointalincd Dy periodical wmectings,
2t slrcumstancces then became unfﬂvouwﬁblc to the undﬁr ching
s hopefully bogun. The second orid War kept Sam Ioyer and

audE-Raucel from thele work of propaganda. his soon 8s %hc
nemy oscupatlon began Tcrre ct Tiberté ceascod pub1loutlons
ﬁrliy, gam licyer was murdcred by tho Noazig.

Thus, when DeudC-Baucel, with the help of Anglo-Saxon. and
Danish friends, started to publish Terre ¢F Tibort sgain in
1945, he pbrformcd a rcsurrcc*long ﬂven though the popCY T8 D
peers in verv modegt gtylc and 1iis erinting is reduccd to Tho
winimom imposcd by pOSt4W8[ gifficulties, 411 the seme, in tho
presant turmoil it is surcly ncccssery that cornest men should
Prom time to time, one would 1ike to 28y monthly, warn théir
fellow-citizorl of ©he falsc steps that arc btln@ taken, oven
sgaingt tholr wishes, iIn tho matter of taxation, That ig vi vy
we nope that the help so ggnkrous?v given by cur friends of
the International Union t6 Terrc ot Tinerté until , by the
munher of ibs subsceribers, thils periodical, the only one in
Fraonee working for our common oause, will heve an agsured
futare.

ok

t‘)

1“1-\

Towards a New Lgnd Velustion

[PERGITEI—.

By force of hablt, taxpayers allow thCmﬂC1V”S to be
Helneted' without ?391121nﬁ it, or at lcs with ag much

.rcslgnﬂtlon ag if they do not rbﬁllzf it Ecnc\ the exbension
of indirccet taxatlon. When 2 new Go vcvurcnt comes inbo power
the method it finds rmost convenicnt (as it thinks) to prcv1dg
for the rising tléc of publie expen u*turc ig slmost siwayg To
give a supplementary "turn oL the serew’ to cxlsting taxcs,.
Even if it wanted to cmbarion redical peform it would probably
have neo time te earry this tnrough Nevfrthfqus, gome promige-
ing tendencles can be secn in ¢ rtain political guerters. In
1925 . VOr izet and S¢llicr, Mayors of BOEiOgﬂC“uﬁ“SCMMC and
Suresnes, gpeetively, propos ﬁd the adortion of & tax on land
valucs to tak* the place of other local govsrﬂwcnt taxes., 1t
wag this which inspired Doudg~Baucel o write a fscC@t article,
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for those who think ocur ideas Utoplon, "From Utopia to Presi-
dency of the Remublie, :

Among the tazes which losal authorities heve optional
powers to introfuee in place of town dues (oetrol) there hasg
been for come ycars pest o ftax on the sclling price of lend
when it chienges hands. But the number of local authoritles
having recourst to this tax is insignificent. This shows
Liow ncecegsary it i1z to disgcminste those principles which
will meke clear to the peoole truths of which thwey orc lgnor-
ant, and remind thom of traditione they tave forgotten. IF
thelr represonktives arc to act, it iz necossary for thc
peopls thoemsclvee to be convinccod and see that the action is
effcetive., Unlcogs the philodothiic ond moral sppcsl is ronowed
gencratlon sftcr generstion, the most important victorlcs of
the humen spirit will fall dnto obliivion,

Recently, under the signaturce of 1. Henri Tmeullle, the
Frenely Government tublis'ed o deerec, datcd 17%h April, 1951,
fizxing lst Jonuary, 1952, og the day for coming into forec of
thie yroviecd velustlion of proporty consisting of barc land,
Thig was begun scversl yeors 5go, the oreviouns valustion
having taken plesec in 1912, :

Conclusion

. We sgk ourselves what is 1likely to vesult from the
‘pablication of these valustions. Will some Finance Minilster
‘he tempbed to replece some egpecially infurious taxes by o
tax on the value of land alone? The beneflits of such a tax,
in the form of inereased production snd a stimulus to trade, -
could not fail to be epeedily felt. The necar future will ‘
show if a Pinancé Minister cen aet in this way. :

' Yeanwhile, few though they may be, thosc in Franec who
advoecate lend snd tox reform by means of the progregsive
extension of 8 tax on the value of land only, rural ond
urban, rcmain truc to their ideas, They arc convinced thag
under the pressure of cvents in this and other countrics,tho -
old way of favouring th¢é gclfish end comploecent will inevi-
tably bé aboandoncd. And, once for all, with the help of
science, tho vietory of fustice which is the vietory of
liberty will be won. The Progrese already made in this diree-
tion by our Danish friend® susteins our hope and stimulatcs
cur efforts, ~- Orlginal in Terve et Liberte, Jan-Har, 19563,
Trenglation poblished by the internaticns) Union for land '
Vel “Paxation and Free Trade {(Intornational Corforence

pe per )

Ront ig the revenug-clioth in accordance with which the
exponditure~goet should D@ eub. -« 8ir Georze Fowrlds,
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RETROGRESSION IN BRITISH COLUNMBIA

e —— A ey b

Herbert T. Owens

Lunicip“l Statigtice for 1951 have been lszsucd by the
Department of Municipal Affairs of British Columbia, Therd
ere now 102 mUnlchall ics in three categorics: 35 cities,

28 districts and 397 VlTlcgeu, 0f these, 54 municipalitiecs,
ineluding Vancouver, exempt improvements 50 per ccont and 18
exempt them moye than 50 per cent, 30 munlcipslities tax thom
more than 50 per-cent.

The District of Spallumehen 1s the only onc cntircly
exempting improvements --'the village of Kinnalrd, which
also exombhcd them in 1950, is shown blank in the pregent
tarles. New ﬁestminster'excmptcd improvements 85 por cont,
Princc George 80 per cent, and Fenaimo 75 per cent. OF the
Digtricts, Coguitlam exempted improvemente 70 per cent, Sale
men Aym and West Vancouver 60 per gcent and Eent 55 per cent.
Of the villages, Cdmpbell River cexempted thom 75 per cent,
Lytton 80 per ccont, Harysville 72 per cent.

In 1950 75 wmunicipalitics exempted I1mprovements 5C per
ecent or more while 26 taxed them morg than 50 per cent.

{(British Columbia illustrates the evil of misreprosenta~
tive governmcnt Yodr after year Councils, unduly influenced
by land gpeeulators, have incrcascd the burdens of the home
owner and mede land speeulstion easier, It 1s many years sinee
& vote of electors hag been tsken in any B. ¢, municipality on
the question of the exempt lon of improvcmcnts, cvery such vote
which hag bcen taken was in favor of complete excripbion., How
different from Australis and New Zealand, in which the elec-
tors have control, and cvery year more munlclpall+1cs join
the number of those exempting 1mprovemcnts. ~- Ed.)

~=000000~~

There ig an oll hoom herc now. Dozeng of compsnies lcag-
lng largc tracts, Cxplorlng and drilling, hiring 10691 men ab
high wagces and bringing in crews snd mochincry from outeidc.
Land owncrs and grceulators are rcaping 2 harvest and inciden-
£ally etrangling the town. ~~ Urqguhart Adams (Pcace River,
Alta,) In & letber o the Editor. (The gituation in Alherta
ig not unlikec that In Venogucla some time ago. Each country
mag derived so much revenue from oll thot taxetion sould be
wowered, But sinec Lend was menenolized wad ingall

o~

texed the only cunes  to boncefl: wuch wore

-!“’_{_:c)
I never thousnt ed plcked any Favorilte

TrTman,

—
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THE FIRST COMUANDIIENT

Ernegt J, ?armer

Most people, Aif 33Les to quote thne Pirst “emmqn@wcnt,
would aucte the third verse of the twentisth cuanzﬁf of
Exofug: "fhou shalt have no other goﬂs D\fOf@ me.t But
accoréing to the twenby-clghtly verse of the first chapber
of Genesls there was 8 gtill eopld P eowmaﬂswcn ziven to
mankind: "Be fruitful, and multiply, snd replenish the
eartl sad subduec it: znd Lave dominion cver the fish of
the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living
thing that moveth upon the es rhlie

¥on weg created with impulses and desires which led him
to obey thig commandment not only ¥ i?llnwiy but cagerly.
VYhile his tools and weapons wers stlll of the mogt primitive
“types ho had established footholds upon all the continenbs
snd many scattered islands. He had 1earned 60 prey upon tie
largest land enimels and had domesticated croatures wuch more
powerful then himself., Before even dilscovering the use of
iron hie had develoocsd in at least thrse widely separatced
aress civilizetions' in each of whieh thousands of gguare
miles were well cultivated and supported ropuiations well &p
in the millions. o hied constructed imporbant 1?“1gatlon
worlks, He hod even madc 4 b(glqn$ng gt gelentific Investigaw
ticn. When he had digecovered the use of iron, well over 3500
he had the phygicel and technieal Caulnmcnt 0 “PCDlGnlSh
end gubdug the esrth” to a greater cxtent than he has yo
done, well within a thougand yoars, more than 2500 years ago.

But even now the earth is far from being subdueﬁﬁ Indced,
.man hag lost control of areasz which ho mastered hu“éw ds ox
‘thousonds of years ogo. In the junglics of India, Izliaya and
*South Ameries there are buried ecitles ip which nu ireds of
thousands of veovle once lived, In classie times Ypoin had a

ropulation pogeibly twice ss large as 2t prosent, and there
Jis little dount the peo cple were happler and wmore progoorous.
ok ax at O

&

“In ﬁﬂC parts of %Lthwe w“vT wgi.
boline "over o matat x:“ Cof
z

The cilef obstacle to man's congucst of <l carth ne
been man homeelf., The great mu}ow1fy of menkind, foeon ths
G?Mli_é 6““% of Listory, hsve boen L“Lﬁrz.iw gocd. LEang,
willing and expesving to pay tholr way with Shiir oo Labo®

2

But there 1as a?wayq “been a trouulesome minopity of Infopicr,
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defoctive, infantile typesg; lecking the industry and integ-
pity to be good citizens: bullies, robbesrs, cheats, thieves.
Tne whole aix of gsucéh characters 1s to live paragitically by
the labor of others, end to dominate them by foree and fraud
to that end. In all parts of the world sowme of Lthes¢ inferiocr
types have been zo far successful that they could give thelr
whole time to cultivating the arts of viclence and chicanery.
The honest workers, whose maln efforts must be devoted to
produetive labor, are at a grave disadvantage in coplng with
suel. types. Even when the hongst men have organizéd themselves,
fopmulated lawe and establighed courte of justice, the thieves
have distorted the laws and corrupted the judges.

. The thieves and robbers; to compensate for their own
iafepriority, have pretended to be a guperior class; just ad
in the lingo of the underworld a eriminal is called a "pight
guy" and an honest worlker o Tgoquare”, "sucker”, or "boob"., In
many ecases whéreé they have been s0 successful as to rob the
workers of the greater part of their earnings and so reduce
them to poverty, they have been able ©O impcse wupon the minds
of their vietims, who came to regard tie inferlor types as
the better. 8o the word "apigbicracy", which by its deriva-
tion ghould mean "rulé of the best", came to be applied to
proups of degenerdtes, and ong of the most contemptible of
mankind 1is often designated "the Groat".

In many parts of the world the robbers pretended to own
men, buying and selling them like chattels, Defying the OLd
Pestement lew which made stedling o'men and sslling him
ag o glave & capital offence, they sometimes destroyesd whole
villages, killing those who made the bravest registance and
a1lso the weaklings.and carrying off the rest, in many cases
working them to death in a few years, When hnpless Africans
were being kidnapped end sold aas slaves in Amerieca, it wag
sstimated that for every two slaves landed in American ports
at least three died on ghipboard, and =t least ten peraons were
illed in raiding the villages or dicd en route to the coagt,
In America these slaves were used to lower the standards of
l1iving of the free white workers, ahortening their lives.
Fven now, ninety years after President Tincoln's proclomo=-
tion emancipating the slaves, the white workers of the former
slaveholding States have not recovered from the injury done
them., The gleveholders' title to the slaves, basged upon a
capital orime, was of course invalid; but under gulse of "pro-
tecting vroperty rights" the sleveholders procured the pas-
gsing of statubes making it an offence punishable with two
years'! imprisonment to speal agalnst slavery or to have in
one's possession printed matter opposing 1t.

Worst of =11, the robbers pretended to own the land on

B,
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wnich and fromwhich a1l must live. In Britain, Irelansd ond
othwy countrles they fopeed groot numbers of peoplco off the
lend on which thely enceostors had lived for generntiong, and
witicl: thieir labor had made fertlile, so thet countless thou-
gonds died before they could find now howmes ., Other thougands
were foreol dinto ¢lty slums, where they lived unfer such
sppellizpeonditions that desths were double the bilrths, 0ften
they incited those whom thev had robhed of thelr notursl
rights to support thewm in wars by which they might seizc the
lands of other worthy psovle, allowing tholr accomplicos a
small share of the plunder snd soon depriving them of that

much,

L8 the vobbers congolldoted thelr power they bescame
langd-lords, Thev instillcd supsprstitions into the minds of
the people, Wothing is plainer than that there is no suthorw
ity competent to confer ownersihip of land uron zny porson or
group. Govermmental authiority over land is 2 trust, to be
gc afministered 2s to guard the equal righte of all %o usc
the land, and to safeguard the right of esch man to onjoy
the product of nls labor., But these land-lords persuaded
rmny people thoat they owned the lend. In 2 number of countrics
the landlords wore worshiipped ag gode. Tven in nominolly
Christion countrics the sccond gylloble of land-lord 1is
eommonly uscd in addreesing Deity, The landlords corrupbced
tiie Christian churches, whose Founder deoncunced 211 forms
of oppression (cspeeislly the greater ones) so thet many
of them become wmere organizations for the perpetustion of
exigting injustices, Even where the churches arc loast
pervorted, it is the gettled poliey of meny churehmen to
malke & great ghow of couragcously combatting minor evils,
but to deprecate any attempt to mitigate greet cvils. g

The landlords have pesrverted the tcoching of tho unie
versitics., In mogt of these (happily not 21l1) tho sciecnce of
economics, which shows the way bo prosperity and freodom, is
net tought, In its ploce Is o gystem of spocious arguments
upholding the worst existing ahuses,

By mabing land (in deficnce of thoe teschlng of the 417
Tegtament ) gubject to bartdér and gale the landlords have
many of the honest workeras, mohing them sequlesce in the GYG -
tem of oporesclon ond robhery. lsny men, obtaining possessicn
of a 1ittle lend for the parvosc of living on it and eultie
vating 1t, hove been led to sserifice all other aims to that.
of setting possession of far wore iand than thoy could usc,.
go ag in time to be able to joln the ranks of the robbors..

By sueh meons. -~ the remifications of whieh could not
be described in a library of moderatc size, tho defective
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numan types have go hampered human development that at present
caty a small part, certainly less than one-fifth of the capa-

city of the earth to support healthy, heppy human beings is
beling ubulized.

Tuman beinge cennot increese thelr numbers as rapldly as
can mest orgenisms. But how rapidly they might have subdued
the esrth 1s shown by the hilstory of the Unlted States of
Americs during the years 1790-1860. The technleal equlpment
of the people who partly colonized the unused areas of the
country at that time was not greatly ahead of that of their
ancegtors @ thousend yssrs earlier. Their advence was not
achieved without artificial hindrances. Lendseekers had to
journey painfully through many, often hundreds of mileg of
country with the most primitive roads or none at all, past
land forestalled by land~grabbgrs, to find a2 place where they
micht live and wor! without paying tribute to landlords. They
haed to go far from where they might have had the hhelp of
friendly neighbors. Yeny died of the hardshlps of the jour-
ney; many disd of privation and overwork pefore they could
ectahiish themselves; many, especially women, went insane,
chiefly from lonelinesg, Many were glsughtered by Indlans,
once friendly but turncd into enemles by white men Who grocd-
ity grabbed thelr lends. But there wag lend, DROWever giffi-
cult of access -- frec land, In 70 years the population of
the United Stetes increased, almost without Iimmigration, from
ledg than four millions to 32 millions, more than eightfold.
A% this yate’ of-incPcase, Werc it universal and sustained,
tne present population of the earth would inerease to ten
billions within 50 years.

The greatest food-producing aress are in the troples.
Whatever obstacles there may have been in the past to the
concucst of the tropics ---oxcessive hest with high lumidity,
inséets ond tropieal diseases -~ these can gulekly be over-
come by modern scientific methods. There is hardly any part
‘of the world where there is vegetsation where therc is not now
some indigenous populstion, mdnaging to exlst with primitive
techniques. There a few primitives can exist with difficulty,
many, with modern technigues, den live in comfort,

A few years ago 2 lennonite organiza tion tried unsuccess-
fully to establish a colony in South America. Thelr failure
was generally ascribed to thelr unfamiliarity with tropical
agricualture and with tropical diseases. But the real reason
was the land monopoly which forced them to sebtle far away
from local inhabitabits who might have given them aid and
gnidance, Offieial corruption was another hindrence.

During the last decade fair progress has been made Iin
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Bringing the waste gspaces of the earth into cultivation. A
reasonable estimate ig, that et the pregent rote of increése
tihe world's voraletion wonld double in 70 years, and reach
ten billions by the yesr 2100, Just now, this increase is nob
lowsring vfner“l 1lv1ng standards. It is n@* without danger
With the écovomic &; stam aeg it is, in Cenada an& mogh oth€r
countries, the end resulh would ke universal misery snd des~
~ pitution, hhl&h indecd would prevent the pregent rate of
-increase from belng maintained for long., As every sconomisat
.kQONS; ti:is pooul ation growth would incireaze the rent of land
in greeter ovroportion then the increage in pooalation and
productions this would place greatly 1ncr€ascd vower in the
hands of thie landlords, who {2z experlence teaches) would
'1n€v1t”%1v migsuse this power Lo eheck production.

But eeonomie systews need not remain the some, The
teachings of the 0ld Tegtament proqncta, and of Christ, are
having & slow but cumulative effect. The Christian taacnlnﬂ
ewppasizes as no otuer piiilosophy ever aid, the worth of
Chumen 1ife. No matter Lhow wuch this tes culnc is ecrrupted,
-gomsthing of the thought shows through. In 61nntcontz
century satirist restated the Ten Commandments in a way
which secordcod well enough with the standards of ime gocle-
giastics of the day, the sixth reading:

Frnow shalt nobt kill, but nefﬂst not gtrive

officilously to keep alive,”

Thepe epve gtill plenty of churchmen who find this
modegt statement sufficient: but more and more are coming to
feel thet perheps it is not enough to refraln from knifxng
or polsoning veople, but that it is well to take gome resoon-
.gibllity for secelng to it thet they are not robb d of the
food that they need to ksep them alive, -

‘ In the early nlnatccnth century the ruling classes of
Britain, loy and elerical, were little more mereiful than

" thoge of Tussiz todsy, Dhe people under thelr rule were

worse of f, Tory londlords sand eccla31ﬁstlcs pergecuted the
Bs ok ist and Methodist ministers who presched a legs dilufed
‘thristisnity. But the preaching of the "Digsénters” had a
profound offcet, if not on the ir persecutorz, on the doscerie
dantg of the lﬂt er, The British goverrments of the last half-
century have not boen wise, but have beern tolerably humane in
intent, Italy Lizs couwie s long wey since Roman patricians.
¥illed slaves to feed to thelr lampreys, in the hellieve that

- human flesh gave fthe figh added f;ﬁvor, Even in far-off India

the improvement in the lot of the “untouchables” iz largely
_due to the Influence of Christian mmsqionarlcsg

. Parxigt teaching has ‘algo had its effect. While the USSR
jshcws the perll of vapx's idea of the. "dictatorsghip of the
proletariat®, *arx;sm ig not aﬁtogcther to be judged byRussia,
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2y more than Christianity 1s to be judged by the Spanish
Trgquisition, Izrxists have shown thet neople 1n extromity,
if they can do no better, can st least cniange masters.
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4bove all, the teachings of the scientific economists,
culminating in Henry George, have ghown the way to 2 full
conguest and replenishment of the earth by menkind, Henry
George's princinles liave received practical application in
only @ few countries, and in & partisl and insufficient Way;
but the results have been amszing. Dermark wag transformed,
in & couples of gensrations, from & nation of desvondent,
roverty-stricken veorvle to the hapvplest nation in Burops.
Wew Zcaland, a backwsrd colony, losing populstion st the
rate of thousands a year, became in a couple of decades the
most prosoerous country in the world. Israel, overrun with
Bcestitute and in many esscs digeased immigrents, has in a few
yesrs achieved a standaprd of healtlh above tiat of Canada,
Israel hasg, indced, apolisd socialistic methods extenglvely;
gome of these might not have succeeded where national and
religious feclings were weaker; but the total effect has boen
phenomensal,

The defectives have done everything possible to explain
away and lie away these achievements, But, as an ancicnt
Scotel: proverb says, "Foets are chiels that wimna ding."

OTLAVA KE.S

Lorna 7., Rice

Our study courses are now h=lf way through our second
couree, which covers the two hooks Protection or Free Trade
and Social Problems, '

As an additional activity our group collected $75 to .
help finance the broehure now being prcpared by the lonbtreal
comiittee for distribution to the provinces of British Colum-
bla, Saskatchewan and Alberta, and to various municipslities
of those provinecs., It 1s alsoc understood that additionail
ecopies will be availsblc for the various Henry George groupg,

~=00 0000~ w

4 puzzling and exagperating featurs is the attitude of
the ehurches and of ministers as individuals, They may not
know the first thing about elementary ¢economics, buk they pro-
fess To be teachers of the law: "Thou shalt not steal’, and
vet lgnore the colosssl thefts that are golng on under their
nosés -- thefts of the veople's rights in the land and of the
frults of the .and, and thefts of the people's earnings
through tariffs, and by other forms of taxation and by extrs
profits concealed in taxation, -~ A correspondent in The
Standard (Sydney), Farch 1952,
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