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Handout

THE: VETERANS are to get another divi-
-dend-on their National Sexvice Life Ipsorance.
It will totak upwards of a third of 2 biilion
dollats. Who is going to pay that third ef
a hillion? Lessee,

A life tnsurance “dividend” js merely a re-
fund of that part of the premium which the
company has been able to save through a
lower- than expecied mortality, higher than
anticipated _earnings from . invested, reserves,

and lower than allowed-for expenses.

1z NSLE 20 efficiently mnnaggd

~ ficen shie’ to accurnlate’ 4~ good pért of &
biltion dollars to hand back to its policy-

holdexs in-the shape of dividends? By a

system. of accounting pecelisr to government

apeacies—as with TVA, for inelance, where
losses are made to appear as profits—yes. In
simple commion honesty—po.

NSL] rates are lower than those charged:
by oldline life companies. Iis mortality’ is
probably higher, since soldiering is not eon-
ducive to longevity. Its retumn from jnvested
Teserves is almost certainly lower. That its
expenses of operation aze distinctly higher
is attested by t]]J!c undisputed fact that several
times 2s many employees are required to
handle a given rmount of NSLT business than
is the case with privately managed life com-
panies, and several times as long is required
for the settlement of claims.

NSLI is rum at a loss. There is no savings
and there can be no leghimste dividend. In
the final analysis, of ceurse, it’s the taxpayers
who make up the deficit. .

NSLI has no more business paying a divi-
dend than has the government usell any
business in the lLife insurance husiness. The
government shonld get ont of the business of
insnring lives. Tt should torn NSLI over to
the nation's oldline life campanies, paying

“ thioge companics divect the added preminms
neessary to put the msurapce om a sownd
sctnarial basis. Subsequent dividends should
net be paid to the veterans, who are getting
and would continue to get their insurance at
less than cest, bat to the government for the
relief of the taxpayers.

The wxiter of this sereed knows wheraof he
is screeding. During World War II he served
a year and a hall with the National Service
Life Insuxance division of the Veterans Ad-
ministration, Of the 250 workers in the cor-
respondence tnit to which he was assigned,
approximately 80 per cent were women. The
head of the unit was a woman, as were
seven of the eight supervisors, Shop talk
had it that the VA was run by frustrated old
maids. This writer made no effort to find out
how frustrated they were, much less to aflevi-
ate the situation if it existed. It was apparent,
however, that most of them had had Jitde, if
any, prior business experience.

Loafing on the job was ihe rule rather than
the exception, This writer wes warned by no

fess "hive dupervisors that Fornihg oot

that it has,

a better thair average day’s work would pet
him nothing save the disfavor of his fellow
workers. (ard games -across the desks in

.. the. back of.the huge.room where the 250

worked were not uncorsmon. A crap game
and/or & peomy pitching game was going on
in the men’s roem practically all day. Most

of the workers were under civil service. None-

was ever fired. If one had to be disposed
of, he was merely transferred to another de-
partment, that being less trouble. Not infre-

ently he was promoted to a higher classi-

cation. [nitistive was frowned upon, and
snggestiam fer speeding ap the werk W(mi
definifely discouraged. s

Yearly vacations. covered 26 working days.
Fifteen days were allowed for sick leave—
which every one took whether sick or mot.
By calendar reckoning that meant that each
employee had upwards of seven weeks” annual
leave with pay.

No letter could be answered without the
correspondence folder. To get the fokder
would take a month, sometimes two. Mors
often than mot a letter would he several
months old before reaching the correspond-
ent who was to answer it. If you &r:i};ffd
into your bauk to find out what your balance
was, you'd be shocked if you bad o wait &
couple of months to get the information. But
the NSLI policyhalder who inquired about
his premium account—he’d be lueky to get an
auswer in two months. '

All this, of course, was seven or eight
years ago. Things may be better now—bu,
somehow we doubt it.

We asked at the ovutset of this piece who
would pay that third-of-a-billion dollar divi-
demd. As you have probably suessed by now,
you will pay jt—and yop and you and you

and all the other texpayers im this land of .

the free and the home of the brave. We
won’t go so far as to say you will pay it and
like it, but yéG will pay it 21l right, all right—
and you cin gamble on that

: o

Gougeocracy

CONFIRMATION of Ezxa Taft Benson to
be Secretery of Agrienlture: was opposed by
Senator Young of South Dakata because he
feared Benson would not support Taexe prices.
The confirmation was approved by Senator
Aiken of Vermont, new Chairman of the
Senate Agricufiure Committee, because he
was confident Benson would support farm
prices.

Ourselves, we’d have voled for Benson if
we'd known he wouldo’t, and. against him if
we'd known he would For faym price sup-
port ia one of the major swindles perpetrated
upon the American people during the Roose-
velt-Truman era of wanton wastefuiness. True,
the idea had its inception in an eaxlier admin-
istration, but it was developed into s big-
scale vote-getting racket by Roossvelt and
Truman and their complianmt and equelly

Take the “parity-price” hocus pocus by
which the hoty-handed sens of toll—many
of whom got that way driving theix Cadillacs,
which. is no. discredit to them—are gugran-
teéed purchasing power ‘equal to the purchas-
ing power they ecjoyed over a brief period
a number of years ago. That peried, need- °
less to say, was distinelly on the resy sile so
far as the farmers were oconcerned, elss it |
would not have- been selected as the base
pexiod by the farm state senatore. : i

Now then,. is_there any more reason why
farmers should be givenr snch a guarantes
at the cost of billions of dallars to the yest |
of us, than for the editor of Twe IpmvipuaL- ;=0 ™
18T to be puaranteed the $30.000 a year orsc  ~
that would be required to give him the pur- -
chasing power of annual sahgy of 813,080+,
which he drew in those days? -

You can -

angwer that one yourself without help.
Ia'.['he governmient drepped 500 wiilion dol-

rs on s poiato program, It hias bought ¥
342 million bushelf o?wheat, and is “fﬁll P
buying it by the varload ot $2.20 & bushel, ¢
It has bought 42.5 million pounds of butter, _ -
and e #dding to that stock &t the rate of 138
millien pernds a day, at 67%c a pound. The "
taxpaycrs pay for it, of conrse, but nary a
pound does a taxpayer get .

~ Warehouses are crammed and janed with

com, cotton avd iobaceo, bonght at your
expense but wot for your benefis, Your Uncle
Sam is no piker ai shopping. He has picked
up close to seven million dezen cggs, upwards
of Gity million ponnds of turkeys, nearly ten
million pounds of cheese, and right now be
is buying 330,000 pounds -of cheese every day,
at 38 cents « pound. He has hought more
than 76 miflion pounds of dried wilkc.

Why? To give the farmer more for his
produrts than be could get in the free market,
that’s why. It's not dome with mirrors, it’s
done necording to faws Jaid down by congress. wd
men who orate themselves black in the face i
about the beautics of free enterprise. ;

How do you like it, suckers?

e Qe

The Slave State

(Reprinted by roguest from The Individoelist for
Novembes, 1947.)

AROUND THE TUEN of the century Max
Hirsch, an Australian, wrote a remarkable
book which he called “DEMOCRACY versus
SOCIALISM.” In that book and in a series
of Tectures published under the title of “So-
cialism, the Slive State,” he drew z graphic
pictare of the contrast between the free enter-
prise of individualism and the slavery of the
Marxist state. e points out that we live in a ]
world in which no one ean lead an independ-
et life, Each ome of us is dependent upon
his fellows for the satisfaction of his desires, :
if not for his very existence. Praetically every 1 i
aticle that we use s the vesult of a vast A i
system of world-wide, voloatary, unconscious i
cooperation.

vote-hungry heochiien jn~ Congress.

T Consider 80 simple a VR a8 d man's COat.




wrerent groups

PAGE 2

THE INDIVIDUALISY

Belore it eould be made men had 1o clear Jand
and raise shesp, shear sheep and clean the
wool. Others had to spin the wool, and still
others dye the yarn. A group had to weave
the yarn icte woolen goods, and a final group
to fashion the coat. At the same time men
were gathering hom and shell, which other
men made inio buttons.

While this was going on: men were planting
andl cultivating cotton; a second ETOUD Was
pleking the cotion; a.third.was spioning it
into cotton ihread; a fourth weaving the
thread into cloth, and a final group was
dyeing the cloth to be used as the coats
Hming. AI this Hme men were planting and
cultivating niulberry trees; others wexe rais
ing sifk worms, collecting cocoons and un-
ravefing them. A group was spinping the
silk into Lread which: was dyed by another
gronp and weed by still another tp sew the
coatl together. .

Bul earfier than this vién wers arindeg G
end ivon, feed, cepper and zine. Other mer
were smelting these base metals, and other
groups, scattered all over the world znd far
too pumerous 5o count, were converiing them
into tools and machines for use in the various
aclivities named.

Still earlier, men were cuiting down trees
in the woods, and other men in sawmills were
shaping them inte planks and hoards: another
group of men was qearrying slate whick other
men tut into the tequired shapes. Men were
digging a certain kind of sand, with which
other men made glass. A group of men was
fashioning all sorts of shapes of iron, steel
and olber metals, which wither men would
erect into’ homes, warehouses, factorics, of-
fices.

Now that all these matesials, originating
in every part of the world, might be bronght
1o the places where they could be most con-
veniently used, the need for transportation
arose. Men worked as teamsters, sai ors, Tail-
road men. But before they could do 50 other
groups of men had to produce wagons, tracks,
steamnships and railrosds. And intervening all
along the line were other men who coordi-
nated Lhe efforts of the norelated groups.
These were bankers, brokers, merchants. And
finally. i order that these thousands of dif-

1o ibs special task, thousands wpon theusands
of other groups, akso spread sl over the world,
had to direct thefr energies to. the production
of the many kinds of food, clothing, shelter
and countless other things which the former
wanted,

All over the earth millions and millions
of men are thus engaged in cooperafing with
cach other. They are acting in compliance
with that fundamental Iaw of npatare which
says that men seek 1o gratify their desires
with the least effort. Tach s seeking merely
to make a better living for himself and family,
and he is little concerned or even knows ahout

. the ultimate effects of his efforis. But through

his amconscious cooperation he is serving the

" unselfish purpose of making it easier for ther

L e o attain the satisfaction of their desires.
-iEach is 2 part of a cooparalive system that
- 5 world-wide in extent. It is likewise exten-

T ~production of 4 esst

sive in point of time. Forty, fifty, siwly years
may have elapsed sines ,e first stroke of
wark was done that is now resulting in the

miight: divet their cneigios wacle-Jack Alevinder,

This organization. of private enterprise, of
persondl altialive, kngwn as the capitalist
systenn, thos présents a picture of world-wide,
continuous and spontancous cooperalion al-
most foo vast for the mind to grasp. Of all
the marvels that the ingenuity of man has
produced, this is the greatest, this amazing
gystem on which every one of us is.dependent
every day of his life for the satisfaction of

is desires. And just 25 the systen functions
spoptancously, so-it grew up-spontanesusly:
No government, no linment, no congress,
no king, mo dimturfi;:i anything to do with
its creation, though all have Mindered its
growth. It was the natural outgrowih of the
spontancous coopérztion of men seeking to
sratify their désires with the least effort, and
who, n order o do -that, were forced to
tomply with the natwral law governing the
actions of man in the social state, .

This vast system of voluntary eooperalion,

e very friaewerk of car civiization,, which

w3m gEow Lpe dstuially o the cenes: o s
told centuries, the socialists would displace
with 2 system of compulsery ceoperation,
vonsciotsly directed by State authority. For
voluntary action, they would substitute orgas
siized force, since the aim of Soeialisem is the
ownership by the State of all fand, all the
means of transportation and all the toals and
machinery of prodiction, and the conduct of
all business and every industrial aclivity by
the State. Mt is quite a picture thet Max
Hirsch draws, arid though, the lines are dis-
torbed by the exigencies of two world WAL,
they awe basically as true and correct as aver.
. — .
Red Head

A CUSTOMER writés in to opine that we
were less than fair to Whalter Reuther, CIQ
president, in our arlicle “The Red Head,” jn
the Janunary Inprviouaryst, So-0-0, lel’s look
at the xecord, as that great American Al Smith
used o say.

It was in 1934 that Walter Heuther sn
his brother Victor went to Russia to work and
sindy. They got jobs in & factery in a ity
called Gorki. How they fked Russia i set
forth in kiters they wrote hooie, as qiioted
i “What Does Walter Reuthey Want?” hy
i the SaturdiyEvening
Post lur August 14, 1948, In ome of these
letters the brothers write:

“In our factory, which is the largest and
most modemn in Enrope, and we have seen
them all, there are no pictures of Fords and
Rockefellers and Meflon, No snch parasites,
but rather huge banners of Lenin, Red han.
ners with slogans, ‘Workers of the World
Unite,” are draped across the craneways . . .
We are wilessing and ex iencing great
things in the USSR, .. . Wo ure warchin
daily, socislism beivg taken down from the
books on the shelves and put into actual
application. Who wounld not be inspired by
such events?”

That the brothers were moved to exnthusi-
astic adwiration of the Sovier way of life
is indicatcd by an excerpt from another fetter.
“The daily inspivation that is ours,” they
wrote, “as we work side by side with our
Russian cornrades in our factory, the thought
that we will forever end the exploitation of
man by man, the thought that what we are

-publics are not oy
Tieh

% sion, what priorities in steel and

T ANOTHER CUSTORER, af6idginmg for

roent of the working class, not only of Russia
bug of the entire world, is the compensation
we receive for our temporary absence from
the: United States. - And let no man 1l you
that we are not on the road to socislism in
the Soviet Union. Let no one say that the
workers of the Union of Soviet Socialist Re-
the road to security, en- -
e T

ligk t 2nd happ

It his admirable book, THE. ROAD
AHEAD, a volume which should he in every
American’s Jibrary, Joha T. Flinn writess
“Mr. Reuther and his economic consultents
believe that the automobile industry should
be planned. At present, the General Motors
corporation, for imstence, makes the most

vate plans for operating the General
Motors Corporation, This Mr, Reuther thinks
is sheer nmonsense, The sutemobile industry
most, be planned w3 a whole and these plons .
mest be made not by the managers of the
avtomahide © #r Tt B repressntazives of
T repremalves of fahur afid ine
sgents of ihe State: This group, in which
managernent would of course be 2 minority
of one, would then sturly the whale indusiry;
determine how many automobiles ought 10
be made and what types—that is, for.. what
income groups—and” how many: each  pro-
ducer would make, what prices would be
charged, what wages would he puid to labor, -
what hours labor would work, what manage.
ment would get and what investors would get
and, as part of the department of compul-
other mae-
rials each producer would get and then, of
coarse, over all this would be the power of
the. government ‘alone to. see that the plans
were carried out” .

Qurselves, we are wot charging  Walter
Reather with being & communist, We just
say that he prefers socialism.to free enter
prese and that he js doing all ke can to wreck
OUr -present economic system and discredit
our political system. He is no fit man g
head one’ of the major branches of orga-
vized Jabor in the United States.

He shoulda stood in Russia,

——{}

Mush Head

béing ' litthe late in getting around to the
matler, writes 1n ko say that he thinks we
wers unduly harsh toward Stuart Chase and.
the Reader's Digest in our “Coose Clase™
article in the December Inpivibuarsr. He
coicedes that the Chase thinkimg rums a little
to the left but he siys be is nonetheless a
good American and that the Reader’s Digest
had a perfect right 1 print his article,

We never questioned the right of the
Reader’s Digest 10 print the Chase stuff. We
merely questioned it judgment. We still do.

As to Stuart Chase, that gent wants to sub-
stitute in America a socialist form of govern-
ment for the kind the Fonnding  Fathers
envisioned. He convicts himself out of his
own mouth. In his beok, THE ROAD WE
ARE TRAVELING, published in 1942 by the
20th Century Fund, he sets forth his dea of
a National Planning Board such as he thinks
this country should have, His major points
ere a8 follows:

{13 There would have to be a “mrong .

“uildifig "will B for the bemeht and enjoy-

centralized government.”

S S
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(2) The powers of the President would
kave to be enlarged at the expeuse of the
Congress and the. conrds.

{3) The governmeémt would have to cose
trof hanking, eredit and security exchanges,

(4) The government would have to guaran.
toe employment, i not through private in.
dus;t]:y‘ ihen through armaments and public
works.

(5) Of course there would be oldage
peasions, mothers’ pensions, unemployment
insnrance, .ete,... ... ... .. .. R

(6) The goverment would have to insure
all “food, honsing mad medical care.”

(7) There would -have ¢ be support, of
these operationa with government funds ob-
tained by borrowing if necessary.

{8) A managed currency,

(9) Complete control by the government
of foreign “trade, -

(10) Control of natural enerpy sources
such as hydrocleetric power, coal and gas,
watBpurtation and  ggriceitiral prodoction.

(11) BRecognition of the necessity for sub-
jecting labor wmions in so extensively con-
trolled an econemy to government control to
the “point of prohibiting strikes,”

(12) Youth. camps for youmg menm and
women, which weuld be devoted to “kealth,
discipline, community services and idealogi-
cal lewching consistent with those of the
authorifies.” {Italics ours.}

{13} Hemvy taxation,

Maybe the Chase program reflects self-
reliant, self-respecting, free-enterprise Amer-
icanism; or maybe 1t is a demand for the
initiative-killing, iron-fisted regimentation of

" socialism. Well eall it the latier.- It rheans
nothing less than that the State should be
established not only as the master of in-
dustry, with the power to make the plaos
for the whole economic system, bat with 24-
hour contrel over the daily lives and very
thoughts of freeborn American citizens.

“Such a twisted thinker may be good enough
for the Reader’s Digest, He'H never write
for Tas Inpivipyarest. -

N
Irksonie—And
. Then Some

ITS A GOOD THING we are hot prone
to irk, els¢ we’d have been irking all over
the place on a recent biesk winter day. True,
the sun was shining brightly but the ther-
morneter was down bo sixty-fomr—which is
practically zero for Bradenton,

First, there was the seitlement of the New
York City bus strike, which riled us, Second,
there was the OPS5 ghoweard in a grocer's
window, which ditto, Third, there wes the
sales lentex for U. S. Government honds, which
double ditta. We might have remained in-
differently alool w any cue of the thice,
Even two might not have shattered our cus-
tomary imperturbability. But the three, com-
ing in rapid suition, so te spesh—thai was
too much. .

It wasnt that the bus strike was settled,
you understand, . that wrinkled the, placid
brow; it wag the how and the when. of ithe
settlement. -

Some 8200 drivers and shop wirkers had

... been idle 29 days. at_a loss.of three milli

dollars or more in wages. The bos com-

million— —ag-z-yran .
Doa’t concern yourself about the

panics had_loit additional millions, a Tot of
them. New Yorkers by tha milfion had been
pat to great-iaconvenienoe and more then &
fittle mdded expense. Then the dispute was
referred to an arbiration commitiee—and
the buses staried rolling aggin.

Now why, we rise fo joquire, couldn’ that
decision have been reacked the first day in-
stead of the 20th? The answer is that it
could have ‘been if miansgement and labor
had had the brzins of even a simple-minded
“Simon-in -an -absent-minded moment.” The
second part- of the answer—and the fragic
part—is that they didn’t. But leave ns huery
on to the next ifexn on the agends.

Price centrols axe now. ont the window but
they weren’t at the time we saw the OPS
card in the grocer’s window, The card was
a gaudy threc-color job, a wmillion or se of
which cost the taxpayers plenty, yom can
bet your sweet kife. It depicted a handsome
young zeover, who loukegplike he had heed
ontfitted at Brooks Brothers, leaning across
the counter in a confidential chat with a
comely dome who looked like she had just

ped in on the way bome from a fitling
at Hattic Carnegie’s, maybe to pick ap a
piece of limburger and somie pickled tripe.

Over the pictore was the caption, “Part-
ners in the Fight Agsinst Inflation.” The re-
mainder of the card was taken yp with a Hst
of ceiling prices on everything from curly-
tailed anchovies to smoked zebra hocks in
banana oil

The idea; of cotrse, was that price eon-
trols are a eurg for inflation. That’s where
our- blood pressare took another jump. For
inflaon comes about when, and only when,
money in civculation increases faster than
the supply of available goods. You could
slap on ceiling prices from now until Gabriel
blows his homn withént affecting inflation
any mere than you would affect Gabriel
But there would bhe more trouble fox-every-
body, more jobs for buteavcrats, and smaller
stocks of goods. That’s = certainty.

The bond letter was an old ene we stumbled
on again hy mischanee—gnd thereby added
to the editorfal choler. It said, among other
things, “. . . opportunity to vole-is a great
mel;ﬁngful pﬁv[;f;ge for each individual citi-
zen.” The epporbanity to vote is nothing of
the kind, Yoting is the righs, not the priv-
idege, of the citizen, and it remains unalter~
ably his right whether he bays a bond or not.

The letter goes on, “It (the United States
Savings Boid program) has creaied 80 mil-
lion bondhoidersshareholders in America,”
which is ancther parcel of pifile. A bond-
holder is a oreditor. A shareholder is a
partner, Thére zre no shareholders in Amer-
iea. There is 2s much difference between a
hondhalder .and 2 shavebolder as there is
between the political philosophy of Thomas
Jeflerson, founder of the Democratic party,
and that of Harry S. Treman, the reesnt
head of the Pamboratic Tarty--than whick
there could be nothing differenter.

Don’t, we pray you, let our tart remarks
deter you from buying a -governmeni bond,
should you be toying with the ides. (We use
the word “tart” as meaning acidity, and not
as it was used in descrihing a bor vivant

tarts.)

soendeess of U, S, Govermment bonds. No
securily on eerth enjoys higher investment
ranking. There will never be a defsult in
Interest, and your bond will he paid at matur-
ity. The government will see to it that the
taxpayers take care of those litde matters.
Of course, if you xre a taxpeyer as well as
2 hondholder you'll sorta be paying off your
own bond—but that's enough. of that. There’s
already been too muck irascibility in this

Even so, we still think that was a lousy
sales lettex, Uncle Sam could do better.

——{y
Family Affai

“IT PROVES one thing,” ohserved Gal-

figroll, oiii Sib#rian deahomd, so named be-
camse of his proclivity for going around
riosing ouf things which aren’t so, “=v ad
in-the INDIVIDUALISE cortainly pulls. Lookit
all the orders the Everloving Helpmeet got
for ber beanbag dolls from one small ag.™

“And all the dollar bills and dollay checks,™
added our black tomcat, Snowball, whe is
mercenary, “to say nothing of a namber of
Bives.” :

“I just hope the youngsters like Little
Beauief” said the Everloving Helpmeet, who
is conscienilous, industrious and timid—and
who is trying to bulld up a good business
in beapbag dolls at a dollar each.

“I Liked him,” said Snowball, “better than
my rubber mouse. Whether he’s worth a
dollar, that’s something else—"

“Scat, you!” ordered the Everloving Help-
meet,—and the meeting stood adjourned,

—_—{ R

Ok Henry

WHEN A FIRE HYDRANT wets 2 dog—
that’s news, When a big mannfacturer comes
out fur Irec trade—that’s mnusual

And that js ¢xadly and precisely what
young Mr; Henty Ford IT hes done. He says
tariffs and other irmport barriers are spinach
and 20 hell with em. He puts it in more
gentedd words, of course, being the president
of a multibillion-dollir corporation mid Kas-
ing to watch his langudge, whereas we aren’t
and don’t. But thats what be meant. He
even urged that the U. S. get rid of the 10
peir cent tarfl on aulomoiﬁfs.

That canny young maun sees a truth that
a lot of other businessmen appear o have
missed. The freer the trade greater the
prosperisy for all.

Men make things to gratfy their desires.
The more they e, the greater their grati-
fication. And the ware they specialize, the
more they can make. Bub they've got 1o trade
to'r::;ﬁ the full benefit. A farmer might grow
a million bushels ‘of wheat but, except for
the {ow bushels ke and his family could use,
they wouldn't do him a bit of good unless ke
irades.

There is mever a trade withoont a profit,
since meither party would trade unless, as he
values things at the moment, he gets more
then be gives, And there is mever a profit

-abom'-'town—and"“a—qmtron'“of"ﬁﬁ*wﬁhﬂumraﬂa‘“Yﬁﬁ'ﬁEﬁﬁf‘”gM'Wdﬁg ______ —

things. Like the farmer with the million
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bushels of wheat, you've got to trade to get
anywhere.

Mr. Ford has semse enough to see that
stmple

_0
Review OFf 4 Review

WE HAVE been dipging inte Spencer
Heath's brochnre, PROGHESS AND POV
ERTY REVIEWED, so that we could tefl the
customers—some of whom think, and rightly,
that the  George opus i3 one-of the world's
great books—what Mr. Heath kas in mind.
We are reminded of an hour’s talk we had
with Mr. Heath in New York a dozen years
820 OT E0.

Our sole contribution to the discussion-

was at the end of the hour when we asked
that he Testaie his thesis in fewer and simpl

jez had the first and Russia the.. secun&.
Soviet Russia,” the professor said, “is aw:
thorized o call iself democratic hecause
its declaved primary concern i5 the deliverr

ance of workera and pensan!s From economic <

exploitation.”

The “declared primary concern”™ of every

dictztor in history, from Stalin back, kas been .

“deliverance” of masses from “econonric
exploitation.” Tt just nover tarncd out that
way. A more unpleasant form of “deliver-

aged  fiomh egononily éxploitation” than one’ ;
that brings death by famine would be hard :

o imagine,. yet such was the fate deliherately
imposed upon six or eight million Russion

sants who, in the opinion of those greater
“deliverers” in the Kremlin

ization sch They were literally starved to

“words, “He sooldn’s—or, at Teast; he didn’t—
and we came away not knowing what he'd
been talking about. and strongly suspecting
<that -be - didp't. cither,” Adter resfimg his
PRO(:RESS AND POVERTY REVIEWED,

we're of the same opinion stll
Calling names i childish and malicious,
but simple candor compels us to state that
mueh of what he writes sounds Tike senile
gibberish. It does appear, however, despite
page after page of inveclive ugamst Henry
George and ‘his works, that Mr. Heath is
actually in agreement with George that the
annual site value of land arises spontaneously
as populauon incresses, and without any
man's conscions effort, and that it should be
used, therefore, for the public cxperme. It
seems to be the Heath potion, however, that
the landlords themselves shou}d collect and
" administer the fund, and not the government.
-+ If you want to know more sbout the Heath
pamphlet, you’ll have to read it yourself. For
a dollar fifty you can get & copy, together
with a-copy of PROGRESS AND POVERTY,
from the publishers, The Freeman, 240 Madi-
son Avenue, New York 16, N. Y, That way,
you’d be paying fifty cents for the Heath job,
singe you can get PROGRESS AND POV.
ERTY for one dolfar from the Robert Schal-
kenbach Foundation, 50 East 69th 5t, New

. York 21, N, Y.

L Incﬂentally, shorily after The Freeyeen

byought out the Heath ciredlar, -iis ediiors .

were sll fired. The connection, if any, be

tween the two occurrerces—that we wouldet
‘ know.
. R , S
Kiner Funny

A WHILE BACK we read in the sports
se(:txon of our peper that the Pirates” home-
fun slugger, Ral]ﬂl Kiner, was np for_sale.
Several cash bids had been received, and one
team offercd five of its players, seid to be
worth £300,000, in exchange for the Piits-
burgh star.

In the same paper we vead that Baseball
Commissioner FPrd Frick had told college
smdeuh that baseball is “the "finest sim; e,

simple living example of democracy at worl

In the old slave days, when human be:mgs
were sold to the highest bidder, they didn’t
call it democracy. But, of course, democracy

is an elastic term. Ralph Barton Perry, Har- -

vard's pro-Soviet Professor Emeritue of Phil-
rmpysgphy;once-waidthat-there~are~two"
of democracy, political and secial; that Amer-

“Aindg - fherBeltar-r

death by order oi the Politburo. ~

_ 1n what Professor Perry calls the “Soviet
Demor.racy the cilizen may pot own land,
miay wor be-tinod by s jury; thay wol choosd
his own jub, may not abseit himself fram
work, may not strike, may not picket, may not
exeploy labor, may not travel, may not own
jewclry, mwy nob ring a charch beil, may
not be friends with a foreigner. He is for-
bidden freedom of speech, freedom of as-
sembly, freedom of the préss, freedom of ro-

ligion. He lives, night and day, in terror of

the secret police.

As between the “slavery” of modern hase—
ball and the “democracy” of the Soviets,
we'll vote Jor slavery, every time, And, we *d
add, if Professor Perry’s 1s & sample of the
Ieammg to be acquioed at Harvand, then

we're glad we got ours, such as it i, at -

Boys Refurm.

BREVITIES AND LEVITIES

AN ENGLISH RESEARCH group reporie thai
ome of every three Britons is doing wmicely without
sex. We don't believe it. We don’t"believe ene in
every three Britons is doing npieely, period—mot
without 2l the things he has to do without. And
we dex’t belisve apy mewmal porsen, British pr not,
does nicely withoat sex.

If ke dses, or thinks hé dees—and t]mt goes for
the female of the species, too—he is not moxmal.
Male and female ereated He these Amd the Creator
laies whar-He was-abont. Whatrare gy sexy
acotners trying to do—hakt the building of school
houses and take the bread out of iaahy sitters’
wonths? -

Whs wanta bo get along mﬂmut sex, evem in
Britainr—or especially in Britain' where so many
other diversions are banned? And why shovld the
British, try 2 get along without it, since it is ove
thing their socialist governmemt hasn’t banned—
vet. But it will 1xy, don’t you doubt i, it will try—
if anly for the reason the Filgrim Fathers bazuned
bear-beiting. Not out of wonsideratioh for the bear
but becanse people Hked bear-baiting.

HARRY 5. TRUMAN ssys ke worked cighteen

hours a day a3 president. Bamon Munchausen was-

z00d, 100,

THE ARMY has bomght 12 millien suspender
buitons for GI pants with which suspenders are
not worn, bells being regulation. Why, we woaldn't
knew:. Ii coald hardly have been that the Army
dido"t want to be cenght with ity pants down,
Suspender battons withoat suspenders would ba of
no avail in that' confingeney. Besides, thers were

Maybe it was that after goverament burezucrats

, were not play-"

ing ball s they should in the farm colloctiv- -

. The véry ideal

“had finished buyimg four typewriters dor cach gov.

ployee psing a typ they were at

7 @ loss where Lo squdnder nést, Then some bright lad
" thought of smspender butoms for nom-suspender

pants—and the day was saved,

Solomen mentioned several things which passeth
anderstanding, but the old boy sore missed ome
when he overlooked Anancial :fmz.gl.mg hy govern-
ment bureaucrats.

“GOVERNMENT is nothing more then a national
association, and the object of ihis association is the
good “of “all, as “wollindividually a5 -collectively.
Every man wishes to pursue his cccnpatien and to
enjoy the Fruils of his labours, and the produce
of his prospexity in peace and safety, and with the
least possble expense. When these things are ac-
compliched all the ohjects for whick pgovernment
ought to be cotablished are answered.”—Themas
Paine.

Thzee monkeys sal in a cocoanut tree
Discussing things s they're said to be
Said one to the ofhers: “Mow listen, you two,
There’s 2 ceriain Twmoet that cannol be trs;
‘That man descendsd frem our noble race—
Tt's a dire disgrace
No monkey ever descrted his wife,
Starved her baby and ruined her life.
And yow've never known a mother monk
To leave hex bebies with others ko bunk,
Or pass them on fxom one to another Wi
*Til they hardly know who i5 their raother,
And another thing. You never will see
A monk bwild & fence “round a cocoanut tree,
And let the covoannls go o waste, N
Forbidding all other monks a taste. B
Why, if T pat a fence around this tree,
Starvalion would force yom bo steal from me.
Hére's another thing a mdnk don't do:
Go out at might and get on a stew,
Or use a gum, o <lub, or knife,
To take some other monkey’s life, *
Man may have descended, the ornery cuss,
But hrother, he didn’t descend fromn ws!™

—Anox.

<A SOCIALIST 35 a person whe is teo decent to
bg a’gommanist and o dmmb o be an Wndividualise
The average commemist is not exactly the ohject of
our tenderest =olicitude. bat we must admit that
he is 2 gent of very even disposition—even worse
todxy thaz it was yesterday,
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