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CURRENT COMMENTS

BOARD OF WORKS BilL

The Melhourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
Bill providing for extended powers to that body fo be
financed by a Metropolitan Improvement Rate up
to 4d. in the £ on the nett annual value was rushed
through in the conciuding stages of the gession.

Although the defesets were peinted out to mem-
pers of Legislative Council and the terms of o simple
proposed amendment for site-value rating instead of
nett annpual value this was not moved and in fact
not one word ig recorded in Hansard of any dis-
cussion on this phase.

Labor Parity memnbers opposed the whole Bili,
bui with somewhat mixed and inconsistent ideas. Mr.
Gralbally, expressing their views seemed to think that
city business interests would benefit by the extension
of the Board's powers at the expense of the other
suburis.

It had been poinited out by the General Council
for Rating Reform that the benefiis of the improve-
ments $o be made by the Board would be concentrated
in Ceniral Melbourns to far greater extent thawn other
suburbs, The remedy was obviously to use site-valug
as the rating basis since this would call uvpon the
“golden mile” to contribute s higher proportion of the
fotal revenue.

Instead of pressing this logical amendment to
achieve the desired objective Mr. Galbally argued that
the costs should not be charged o ratepayers at
all but against general revenue since others beside
ratepayers would benefit.

Here 18 a confusion of ideas. The course of
action put forward as & remedy would be worse
than the disease. It would pass the burden of cost
even further from Central Melbourne interests than
ever. Where at least cost is now localised to Greater
Melbourne it would then be distributed over thoese
in rural areas as well

Again it Is wrong to think that the benefits of
the highways, bridges and foreshore improvements
to be mads by the Board are shared by others than
property owners. The benefit of these improvements
is reflected in increased value of properiy owners
who thus can command increased rents.

MNo-one else gets a . benefit for which he should
pay specially to the government for these Improve-
ments. In making direct charge on pmpegty GWNers
tenants do net escape their falr shase™for any bene-
Tits They get through usage. They pay for these bena-
fits #o the properiy-owner in their reni. Any pro-
posals for further charge to tenants or their families
would make them pay twice over,

Etforts will need to be made with progress associa-
tions, municipal councils and members of Parliament

to press for a bill directed specially to the alteratmn"

of the rating system to stie-value bams

RAIL FREIGHT AND FARE @Eﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁ

The petition protesting against the recent in-
crease In freights and fares for railway and tramway
services and requesting that a Public Transport
Rate be levied upon unimproved land wvalues over
the State in order to reduce freights and fares was
signied by over 4006 persons of all political pariies.

It was presented to the Minister for Transport,
Eir Avthur Warner, by a deputation headed by Cr.
4. H. Morris, Pregident of the Henry George League,

On presenting the petition the deputation stated
that the commonsense and just aliernative to in-
creased charges to users is to levy a Public Trans-
port Rate wupon the unimproved land values created
and maintained by the gervices. This Rate should
e adjusted ic meet all interest and depreciation
charges on capital outlay and slso cover track and
overhead eguipment maintenance costs. This would
put rail and tram services on a common focting with
private transport which has a free read to run on.

Under-developed properties making Utile or no
use of public franspor$ services will bear their fair
share of the cost through the Public Transport Rate
on land values., Present freighis and fares to trans-
port users can then be reduced by at least 20 per cent.
and sl balance the budgets.

Feduced charges to users would put value back
into money; attract business to the rallways without
restriciing private transport; relieve land users in
rural areas of an unfair burden since three-guarters
of the land value raie revenue would come from city
sites.
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FOLLY 1M NEW ZEALANMD

Kis Cra-— Besutiful, bountiful iand, whose
eople learned from  John  Ballance and Richard
seddon that economic vental of bare land values

Was A pmpez souree of Govermment revenus. A& small
lewy =5 of land was establishied and,
of ity land holders wake-up and
i But dohn B&Hiﬂl{jﬁ’ died suddenly
iave encugh sducation to be alert

vy promobed the “Welfare Siate” and, led
5@3{:;‘;11 Ward, substituted Socialism i
Sir Geo. Fowlds was sgueeszed out
hdnet 1 ncome Tax as p? eferred by moenon-
magnates instead of Land Ta

Income Tax iz based on money incomes disclosed

b j citizens in taxzation retuins., Eecently 1874 sitizens
died to furnish reinrng which shows the system is

wd

Tax Inspectors have inkensified the Goovernment's
drive against citizens aund found discrepancies Wm{:h
amounied to £2.08 million. This sensziional resulf o
snment folly was admitied In a report laid on table
i House of Beps. at Wellington., The Hellandg Libersl
tphinet rulers of MNew Zealand are sesking ko be
more liberal to monopoly magnates by awsrding them
a further slice of pubile land renials while robbing
the simnple cifizens by the income iax plan.

HARRY TRUMAN SPEAKS

¥ormer Presidant of the USA. Harry 8. Truman,

2 travelogue:—

“The fight goes on and ecohomic eguality Keeps
ealning everywhere except in the Toalitarian States
and among the bip moneyed Landlord classes iIn
the fres world”

Well, exacily!l  The landlords’ position, as we
have heen saying for so long, kKeeps going up, like
the site renits. To the rest of the population comes
economic equality, but on a reducing basis.

While we are aboui it we'll send a copy of this
clipping to our New York friends in hopes they will
get him to follow up his thought until he sees that,
if site rents were to be public revenue, all would
and the egualising would

1

te “iandlords-in-ecommon”™
te upwards in direction.

SIGHS OF THE TIMES

Here are some sidelizhts on the effects of Govern-
ment restrickions on road transpori.

Municipal councils require large amounits of gravel
for road constroction, Most of thiz must be frans-
ported by road. Recently intreoduced road transport
on a2 ton-mile basis will send the cost of gravel
¢, Municipalities will then scream about rising
costs and plead for Federal grants he Government
then, no doubt, appoint a committes of axpert
economic advisers to make a probe. A lengthy report
will doubtiess then be produced, which of course, will
ignore fundamental issues, and which will probably
be stored away into obiivion. Or what is even worse
the report of the experts couid be acted on!

- eriginal
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The o has come o our attention, of a panter
who as a shdeline transports Tirewsod in his fruck.
fe could easily use s Tive-ton truck, bul the road
L would not make worthwhile soc he uses a
three-ton truck., Obvicusily this m soonomis in-
efficiency, angd hi firewood  prices than would

gtiherwize be nec
ists who moan z*h\,dt
arg could profi
inlguitious, restrisiive

COne of Melbourng’s mornng daii
Anseti’s sevvice 1o Mildura on :
= : 25 transporls ks passcngers Across
v Lo oa ae;;ot fust inside Mew South Wales,
hen takes h:ﬁm in & local bug back across the
into ft; ildn

Weil—n'leza.nirzg philanthrop-
tirewood prices for pen
h ir ﬁmm* to attacking

cedure ha
sett’s were comm
?fm Vlgfszun Halls

& tlw unm, si‘ comneling with
vi, which of course iz anathema
ty who regtrict rosd trans-
bvied champion of free enter-
. By fravelling 'i%ﬂiﬂrstau.,:ﬁ as
Ansett’s would apparenily be

EASTEIRW AMD WISTERM MARKET LEASES

The Chairman of the Melbourne Uity Council Town
Hall and properties committes on st May last an-

nounced that International and Australian investors
would be invited to tender for a G0-venr lease of

the Bastern Market site iIn Bourke Sirveet.

The successful applicant would be sxpected o
spend £5 million on developing the site. The only
itwo compulsory features were g 400-bedroom multi-
storied hotel and a car park for not lewer than 500
vehiglez, The annual! ground rental payabie would be
not less than £45.000.

The seeretary of the Ciby Development Association
gaid that the £45,060 ground rental was lesg fhian the
i figure considered by the city coungil

Tt is now announced (“Herald,” 18th June) that
the Western Market site is to be thrown oven to
tenders for development by private enlerprise. The
successivl tenderer would have fo pay a ground rend
of ab least £35000, provide a parking station for at
feast 500 cars, and consult the council before sub-
leasing any of the property.

The proposed development will be s decided ad-

vance over the very inefficient use to which these
valuable sites are being put now. It will also serve
a5 an example of hwow public revenues generally

should be ralsed by absorbing ground rents and cor-
respondingly  reducing or abolishing  taxation on
buildings and improvements,
ADVANCE AUSTRALIA
but only Men can make
A nation great and siveng
wen who, for fruth and honour's sake,
Stand fast and suifer long.
Brave men, who work while others slecp,
Whe dare while others ily
These pulld a4 nafion’s piliars deey
And 1ifi them o the sky”

CROL pold,

~EMETLEN
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BULDING CONSTRUCTION STIMULATED BY SITE-VALUE RATING

Banilding construction figures released by the Vie-
terian Goevernment Sintist for the municipal year
ended 30th Seplember, 1935, for citles of Warrmambeol
and Bale show how building constructien has been
stimulated by the exemption of buildings and other jm-
provements frem local rates with the recesnt change to
site-valoe rating,

Bite-value rating advocates have pointed out that
metropolitan surveys have shown fthat the level of
building construction aciivity in  site-value rating
districts s about double that of their counterparts
which still rate upon improvements. Those changing
from nett annual value to site-value rating have been
found to double the value of their previous buiiding
activity within the first two years of the change.

The experience of Warrnambool and Sals (which
have both recently completed their first year under
site-value ratingj shows fthat the stimulus to building
appiies equally to provineial as to metropolitan areas.
Here are the figures covering the last vear of N.AV.
rating and the first year of site-value rating:—

In beth places the step-up i buildings ofher than
twellings following exempiisn of improvementis is
more than n doubling of previcms levels,

The beneficial effects of stimulation to ocal bulld-
ing construction cannot be oo greatly stressed.
Fermanent step-up in this activity means more op-
porlunities for local labour as well as attraction of
lapour from elsewhere which may settle locally, Tt
brings  extrs  demands for carpenters, bricklavers,
painters, eleciriciang, plumbers and bullders Iabourers.

For the leeal business communily nearly all the
extra omilay in bullding construection finds its way
back to loecal shops either in purchases of materials
or spending of wages distributed through the industyy,

In both cases the soundness of vision of the local
buginess community in supporting the change to site-
valte rating has been fully demonstrated within =z
year. 1nder the chanege the buginess sites ag o whole
carried rate increases totalling approximately £2000.
Hut the stimulation o the building indusiry to an
exira £120000 approximately in each case has re-
cotped this many tines over in added business volume,

Value of Bullding Censtruction Permits

SALE Iy

(Buildings iBaildings

Rated) Exempl)

Year to Yeay to

30/9 /54 30/9/55

£ £

Dwelling ... .. ... ... .. . 38 670 104,351
Other New Buildings ... ... .. 26,839 131,596
Alterations and aAdditions 15,442 18,028
Total Building Permite . 135,551 258,278

A recent issue of the WALL STREET JOURNAL
contained the following story which the late Jfas. I
JefIries, former heavyweight chamwpion, fold about
his father: .

“Father wanted to be a successful farmer,” said
Jeflries, “but he was always behind., These were ithe
bugs and the weather, but most of all, his biggest
Wworry wag ithe nearby town of Los Angeles. Ii was
growing so fast that ii began to edge intc his farm
and he had fto sell some land here and there. He'd
bring the money home and I'd take it fc the hank,
but the smaller the farm got the harder we all
struggled to maks a go on what land was ieft. The
town grew, the farm shrank, Pa grumbled and I
kept going to and from the bank. Pinally the farm
was gone.

WABRMAMBOOL CITY

{Buildings (Bulldings

Batad) axemphy

Year o Year to

3078755 3078 /54

£ £

Dwelling ... . .. oL 224,760 232 65
Other New Buildings .. .. . 53,600 113,072
Alterations and Addilions ... ... 52,754 102,225
Total Building Permits 331.114 448 2403

—"Building & Constraction Journal,” 21/3/56.

JUBILEE ESTATE

Right in line with the origing of the word was
the recent Jukilee of the Dilworth Sehiool, which
opened in Auckland in 1908,

James Dilworth, having made a foriune from
Anckland realty, died in 1898, A deeply religious man,
his will directed that his cliy holdings be retained
— ftheir renis to finance a free private schoo! for
Auckland boys, elther orphaned or in strajtensd cir-
cumstances., He had apparentiy studied his Bible
deeply and learnt that sie-rents are not private
property bub rather 0 be used for community pur-
poses.

‘he schools Jubilee was marked by the dedication
of & £30,000 chapel. 'Thus the site-rents of Aucklang
continue to operate in their beneficial role.

When this practice is properly widespread, site-
rents will support all community expenditure, taxes
will be forgotien and we will celebrate a complete
Jubiles. You know — the year in which the peonie
shall be made free—CREDO "




ROAD TAX HITS

“Commercial vehicles with a capacity of mere than
four tons will bear the new $ax impeosed f{or wear and
tear on highways” — said Mr. John ("Keefe, Executive
Director of Building Indusiry Congress, when com-
rmenting on the Commercial Goods Vehieles Act which
imposes a tax per ton-mile on certain goods vehicles.

“The Act came inbto operation on the 1st April
last.

“It is estimated that the Building Induostry will
e Ioaded with additional taxation to raise an amount
annually of £3/£4 million,

“The tax is discriminatory, onerous,
have g serious effect on home building.

“Some building materials are likely to rise 12/15
rer cent. in price..

“The running costs of some trucks will e in-
creased £350/£400 per vear due to this Act.

“The Act will amount te a double tax on timber.
The saw-milling industry will be hardest hit of all
other secondary industries in the country.

“The tax is 1o be pald on a percentage load
capacity of each truck over four toms. Ag the yield
of felied timber is only approximately 50 per cent
the weight of the logs, the tax on timber will be ex-
¢essive.

“The more distant the mill the heavier the tax.

“Decentralised industries will be further burdened
and discouraged.

“Bricks, tiles, cement, plaster, fittings and fitments
will all reflect the effects eventually. Contractors
plant and sguipment will alse be costly to transport.

“The Act requires the detaills of each truck
journey to be recorded dailly and in duplicate; the
date, time of starting, time of finishing, from where
the wvehicle started, {o where it {ravelled, the route
it travelled as well as the miles travelled between
each point of the trip.

and must

PROGREISS
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BUILDING COS5TS

“Fallure to comply with
penalties up to £200.

“Regulations alveady provide for speedometers to
he fTitted and maintained in good order and condition.
Faulty eguipment carries its own penalty.

Mr. O'Keefe concluded by =saying — “The Act
should not be proclaimed. It should be withdrawn
and the means of raising the reguired funds shouid
be further considered. Business vehicles should 108
have to bear alone the whole of this impost to main-
tain roads and highways., The method of applying
the tax and policing its collection or payment, necas-
sitates extensive clerical work for each driver and will
ke in itself a costly procedure.”—"Morwell Advertiser,”
1/3/58.

the Act couwid involve

Gur Comment

We agree fully with Mr, O'Keefe. Neither business
nor private vehicles should have to bear such a road
tax. The assumption that road users are specially
benefited by these roads to justify special taxation
is false.

The real beneficiaries from good roads are the
owners of the sites served by them. The increased
site-values due to roads are dependent upon people
using therm. If motorists did not use them land values
would fall no matter how much was spent on them.

Site-owners at both the city and country end
reap the benefit of cheap road fransport. Even though
they do not make direct use of the roads themselives
they capifalise the right to use them.

Main roads should be financed by rates or baxes
on the site-values of the whole State, instead of
special taxes on road users.

We note these taxes are nol Imposed by a Labor
Government but by the Liberal-Country exponenis of
free (?) enterprise,

VICTORIAN RMEETIMNGS ADDRESSED
Merth Kew Progress Association (14th May):
Mz,
system urging site-value rating.
Hampton Progress Assoeiation (21si May):
Mr, L. J, Hutchinson on Raill Freight and fare
increases and proposed Transport Rate on site-
values to enable reduction.
Clayten Pregress Association (6th Junej:
Messrs. A. E. Hutchinsen and L. W. Brown ad-
dressed the meeting in support of change to site-
valne rating at forthcoming Mulgrave poill.
Public Meeting, Newham & Wosdend Shire (25th May):
Messrs. A. R. Hutfchinscn and Cr. J. H. Morris
addressed a public meeting of Newham & Wood-
end Shire on proposed change to site-value rating.
Local paper, “Woodend Star” devoted 100 column-
inches to reporting the addresses and discussion.
Tullamarine Progress Association (30th May):
Mr. E. Angel, Secretary Strathmore Ratepavers’
Association, addressed meeting in support of site-
value rating.
Prahran Branch ALP. (31st May):
Mr. A. B, Hutchinson addressed meeting on merits

W. V. Tindall on Board of Works Rating

of move for site-value rating in Prabran.
Pascoe Vale Progress Asseciation (19th June):
Cr. J. H. Morris and Mr. L. J. Huichingon ad-
dressed public meeting in support of change f{o
site-value rating in Broadmeadows.
Westhreen Progress Asseciation (19th June):
Mr., A. E. Hutchinson debated with Cr. Rayner
merits of change to site-value rating in Broad-
meadows,
Glenrey Progress Associatien (Z6th Juned:
Messrs. L. J. Huitchinson and L. W. Brown ad-
dressed a meeting at which Cr. Rayner spoke for
MAV.

Mr. HARRY BLAND

We learn with regret of the death in England
of Harry Bland at the ags of 94,

He was a keen supporter of the principles of free-
dom of trade and raising public revenue from land
values for which this movement stahds.

He was very active years ago in Melbourne and
then returnsed fo England where he continuned his
eontacts and support with the movement herve. We
had a letter from him not very long ago.
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SITE VALUE RATING CAMPAIGNS

YICTORIA

BROADMEADOWS

Activity is building up in this Bhire (which has
now heen declared a City after special Act of Par-
liamenty. ‘There have already been well attended
public meetings in Strathmore, Pascoe Vale, Westbreen,
Glenroy and Tullamarine in May. The speakers are
summarized elsewhere in this issue,

There has been considerable press publicity helpad
by the commencement of a new newsbaper circulating
over the whole distriet.

KEILOR

Here there has been considerable public cutery
caused by re-valuation of properties on  building.
Houses re-valued are up for £40 to £50 in municipal
rates apart from MMBW. rates. Naturally citizens
arg disturbed at this.

However, the activities of the Property Owners
Association in convening public meeiings simply to
protest at these revaluations are simply rabble-raising
and get nowhere, ©One such held in mid-May had
overflow attendance put lacking in any constructive
proposals until ¥Mr. L. J. Hutchinson pointed out that
the real remedy was the change in rating system fo
site~-value rating and that the meeting should press
the Keilor Council o expedite itg valuation so that
the poll could be taken this Auvgust and moved accord-
ingly. The motion was carried.

However the blind and undeserved criticisms of
the valuer, whipped up by the Property Owners’ As-
socigtion, have had the effect of causing him to give
notice and it seems unlikely that the ecouneil will
now be able to complete its valuation in time.
MORWELL

The valuation is proceeding here and the Shire
Secretary gave an address to the Rotary Club on rating
systems reported at length in “Morwell Advertiser,”
4th June. Most of it was factual bul the arguments
claimed to represent the views of site-value and nett
annual value rating supporters respectively were based
on the late Mr. F. A, Jenking' material. They under-
state the position of the former and make unsubstan-
tiated claims for the latter.

Press correspondence from the General Council
for Rating Reform has effectively pointed to the de-
ficlencies.

The Chamber of Commerce has invited the Dir-
ector of the Land Values RHesearch Group, Mr. A. R.
Hutchinson, o address a meeting on 9th July.

There has been g fair amount of press correspond-
ence ocally on the rating subject.

MYULGRAVE

Actlon has been in hand here to ensure that
persons entitled to vote are enrolled as Voters Rolls
have been cut of date.

A public meeting was held in Clayton and others
will be arranged soon. There hag been much press
activity on site-value rating for municipal and the
Board of Works rating purposes.

MILDURA

Beveral letters have abpeared on the rating issue
recently from the General Council for Rating Reform.

MNORTHCOTE

Preparations are belng made to press forward with
the demand for a poll next vear on this subject.
MNortheote iz the only place in Ausiralia which has
carried a reversion poll after onee being on site-value
rating, Tt went onto the system straight afier the
war hefore building controls {(other than on houses)
were removed.

The building permit record for new private dwell-
ings provides a striking confirmation of the ciaims
of site-value rating supporters that adoption of that
system stimulates dwelling construction.

Dwelling construction was stimulated by the adop-
tlon of site-value raiing in 1946 and continued
through the 4 years undey that svstem. It feil off
immediately after reversion. Here are the official
figures published in the Local Government section
of Vietorlan Year Books:

Permits
Maznber
Year Dwellings Rating System
Dec. 31 1948 68 M.AYV. (3 mthsy U.CY. (3 mihs)
" 1947 171 U.Ccv.

1943 L) "

1545 199 “

19859 163 » (% miths.) MAY. (2 mihs)
1951 125 NAY.

1952 e _.,

1953 118 .

1954 §6

1655 34

The value of dwelling construction permits in 1450
totalled £341,214. Despite the fact that building costs
have practically doubled since then, the value for
1955 was only £269,408. On the building levels under
site-value rating it would have been over £600,000 for
dwellings alone. The drop has been partly offset
by increases in other bulldings previcusly under build-
ing controls.

DIINDAS

Dundas Shire Conncil has advertised for a valuer
to fake out figures to comply with the provisions for
taking a pell on guestion of adoption of unimproved
capiial value raling.

Te Cur Readers . »

This journal is issued at & nominal charge of two shillings
per annum including postage within Australia. This charge is
much below actual cost, bui is kept low to bring it to as wide
n circie as possible.

The difference hetween nominal price and actval cosis is
absorbed by our members in thelr subseriptions. If yon consider
our prineiples and policy are worthy of support von ars invited
toc become 3 member of the Henry George League, for which
the annual subseription is a2 minimum of ten shillings per an-
nwm.  In this way you will help us to extend our message o
new readers.




SCHTH AUSTRALIA
CAMPREILTOWHN BATING POLL
Faels Copcerning & Gravs Municipal Scandal
{By ¥. §. Craigic}
catepayers at  Campbelliown coramenced  an
haage in the rating system s6 as to remove i
T upon properiy owners under the annual re;.}tal
O Ortober 23, 1952, a public meeting was hetd
institute o atepayers an opportunity of
smiue pringip

value 557
n the
hearing

et sounailiors and ¢
their t for the k valye ‘
woudd vote to grant e the right to express their
spinion ab & poll when the petition was presented.
As g result of the inderest aroused at ihe meeting the Camp-

Lelibown Counedl convened a special mesting of its members on
Fenruary 16, 1853, and invited Mr. Vernon Shephard, Town Clark
of West Toirrens, to stale the case for annusl values, and My
E. J. Craigic to expiain the land vajues svysLern.

mducational work in the area was conbinued and in 1804 =
petition sipned by more than 400 ratepayern ras presented o
the Council asking at a poil of ratep be nted. Ths
then Mayor was hostile to the iand value principle, called a
favoured fow of the aldermen 1o 2 special meeting held a few
nights prier i the council meeting, when the petition was ¢
Lo diseussed, and when consideration was given to 16, the reguest
for a poll was defeated by 10 votes to 2. The Mayor and one
man whno hkad agreed to give ine ratepayers the righi to
de the basis of rating opposed 1t al the council meeting. At
ual eleciions following the ratepayers dealt with Mayor
tinson by voling him out of office.

Qinee then the agitation for land values rating has continued,
but owing to the opposition and indifference of a number of

nei < there has been considerabls delay in getting the
m referred Lo the ratepayers.

apcarenily the oppRoSHon realised that (ke vequest for a
polt had to be seripusly considersd, and a motion to take it was
carried unanimously on October g4, 1555, Instead of fixing the
date of the poll for the day of the annual council cleclions, and
thus saving expense, it was hxed for May 26, 1956. This may be
T se the first move to ssoure the defeat of the land value
principle of rating.

The Payneham Erick

1L will be recalled that the neighboriog municipal couneil
of Payneham held a poll in January. Here the council hroughi
out a4 new k i wor a common basis of 230G site
value a tentative assesgment wus proposed al four different rates,
3id., 4id., 8¢ ang 84 in £1 making the charge range Trom
£3/12 /11 to £8/5/-, according 10 the Wyrd, This “reform”™ con-
Grmed the bad old system under another name Hence only
per cent. of landholders came to vote at the poll and “reform”
was defeated. The trick worked

Campbelltown Assessment

In i the U sent. Act @ fentalive
AGSEEER0T wred  show Lhe pavable by each
ratepayer under the present anpusi  value system, and  the

smount payable in the event of land vaiues rafing being adopted.
tf the council desired to secure the defeat of the land value
system no better actlon lo pring shout that result could have
peen adopted. than the azdoption of the fentabive 1r1end
they ssucd.  As ib was preparsd it % evident it was desighed
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pated building extension), werg 1o snjoy a
privileeed coneession off £7,756 below the amount they should be
justly paying.

Althpugh the function of land valuss rating is to remove
snoraalies and injustice insepdrable from the annual values
perusal of the comparative figurss in the ahove
5 conelusively that under the tentaflve sssessment the
cmers of the improved landholdings wers to conticue o be
unjustly penalised.

in the light of these facts, whish cannot be vefuted, the
ratepayers gisplayed wisdom in twming down such an iniguitious
proposal.  If it had been adopled theve 15 litile doubt it would
he used to discredit the prinemle of land values rating. In all
the vears we have been assofiated with land values rating polls
in this State, we ean truthfully assert that no more scandalous
and unjust feniative assessment has been placed before rate-
pavers than this one which reacived the blessing and adention
of memmbers of the Campbelitown Municipal Council and issued
in connection with the poll hekd on May 28, 1856

We have deali with $his guestion at length so that our inter-
state ang ove kers may know the facts, no doubt
gur spponents will try and make capital cut of the defeai, with-~
eut siving the veasop for the rejection of the lang values prin-
ciple.

Adeinide Advertiser”
A report on the irue state of aifairs in Campbelitown was
to the Editor of the Adelaide morning paper -—— ohe of the
seh ehain, it was not published

Publiic Meelings
The souneil invited DEr. Craigie o address 2 public meeting
in e Council Chamber on May 3, My, Shephard to fellow in
the same building on May 10
There were ab least eight eouncillors, the Mayor and Town
Olerk 24 the mesting addressed ont May 3. when these lacts were
made known, vet net cne of them made any attempt to refute
thers. They heard the criticism of their action in adopting such
an unfair assessment with these differential rates in stolid sil-
ence, and made po ajtempt to defend their action in placing
sieh an unfair gssessment before the ratepayers.
Vith a view fo getting the Iacts before ratepayers 5000
tenfists were issued throughout the municipal area. A public-
3 at the Mapill Institute on May 17, and zn
jssued io members of the council to be present
ain why these differeniial rates were sstablished. In
the course of the meeting we intimated that the Town Clerk had
stated to us that “he was onty a sexvant of fhe ecouncil, had
tp follow inst ns and has been told to follow Payneham.”
When his statement was made, an alderman present at the
neeting publicty stabed that ‘o instruclions were given o the
Trown Clerk, he was not told to follow Paynehamn, and it came
4 surprise to the councll when they saw the differential ral
1t owould be of interest to know who is handiing the truth care-
agard to the vesponsibility for the unjust differsntial
fact is evident, and thai is if the the council were
surorised they could have refused 1o adopt the assessment as
: he Town Clerk and insirucked that it be made
2 in accord with the principles of justice.
Tn view of the uniair presentation in regard to rates, we urged
ratepayers to request that a speeial meeting of the council be
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vear of sdoplion are as folio Kimba and Murat Bay (1827,
Lz Hunie (1528, Whya‘ﬂ’* v Commission (18443 Qleve
i ot Council {1851y, and Sireaky Bay (1956,

Members of the Franklin Harbour and Elleston District Coun-
cifs are zshowing Interest in land values rating, and hcme asked
for information zesza:xdmg._ it.

A.B.C, OF 30CIAL JUSTICE

{A) Private Wealth is sacred 10 the one who earns
o proguces it, from either land, sea or air, with
labor and ability. ¥t iz his Private Property, his
Personal Credit and Purchasing Power. To taX or
take one penny is either Public or Private Piifering.

{2) The value of our streets, schools and all
Fublic Services, provided by the People, is our MNational
Wealth, our Soeial COredit and Purchasing Power.
Their Value is accurately estimated by thelr Street.
Site or Frontage Value.

(C) It is & Government's sacred duty Lo chargs
every person for the Help, the Benefits and the Success
he recelves from being near to these services, accord-
ing to the Sireet, Site or rontage value that he
enjoys, which in cities may be worth OVER £500 PER
INCH.

Two petiticns have been prepared, one aiready
prasented and puhl;shed in "The West Australian®
and the other in course of preparation — to the
latter 80 sipnatures of Ratepayers have already been
subgcribed.

Should the Council persist in their mtentions,
it is intended to organise a public mesting of protest
aind later, if necessary. to oppose the AV, proponents
at the next election.
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REPORTS FROM VARIOUS STATES

NEW BOUTH WALES
Many good lsiters are appearing fre @ueni&y in the
s8 from members of the Leaspgue’s Executive. It is
Cthat there was a move to alter the existing method
af Lsc:}’s_ Covernment Finange, This has been atiacked
and many letters have been pub-
eriticism the Secretary of the Loecal

e

Cmm:n meiit 8431y Mtzf that the \Z
metiied ( fust. The Lozal Government
Comen 4 o ;,.{’ DAre o “L”ﬁ")??l{”* Lo

perms
Iluiﬂ i

TARMANIA

of muricipal elections at the end
site-value again became 5 dominant
issue wi good spaze given by “Burnie Advocate” to
discussion.

We have d Tl reports of ithe resultant line-
up of councillors, bul notice two of the three sibe-
value candidaies nomingied by East Devonport Prog-
ress Assn. were elected in the newly formed East
Warg,

Cnothe other hand in the Don Ward, Mr G, &
Lm (a1 opponent of site-value rating) was guccoss-
we do not know yeb whether he 3"‘*@13‘M
ti@ or cpponent of sifte-value ratir
cifizens have s harder task than Gﬂ‘m‘
-l%i;}le voling system permiks one
four voles in each Wapd
i Victoriai., Thizs enables :
vote the majority.

Clarence Municipality (near Hobarl) has reguested
the Land Valuss Hesearch Greup to make g survey
similar to that at Warrnambool and Devonporit. This
will be commenced as soon as the valuation 1w
proceeding is comuplete,

WEST AUSTRALIA

The Gevaldbon Municipality has changed to site-
vaiue rating. It appears that the new system l}a,x
Been in torc%’ since 19564 without our notfice. Writien
confirmation has been obtained and a most faveurable
report from the Couneil

Af the fime of the Midland Junction Rating SBur-
Vey corr espondence took place with the Geraldion
Council and copies were forwarded to them. T s
therefore rveascnable to assume that the activities
of the WA, League have not been without influenee,

There is a move from ithe Nedlands Council for
reversion to annuzl value rating. It is intended to
revalue the district both for annual and unimproved
m, ing with a view ic making a change if considersd

pedient. This is considered to be 5 waste of nublic
monﬁy, especialiy since valuations have recently been
made for U.CV. by the Taxation Depariment and
the AV, hy the Water Supply Department,

Mr. Standring, who bhas recently veturned from
England, has been active in an endeavour to combat
the designs of the Council (Continued 5t Left
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SUMMARY OF PRESS PUBLICITY

Herewith is a further incomplete summary of press activity
since that previously repcried. We appeal to our readers o send
press cuttings, dated, and with the name of the journal, sc
that we can make future reports more complete,

Figures in Brackels are column inches of space cceupled.

ON SITE-YVALUE BATING

“Ferntree Gully Free FPress™

2/2 {(22) (Bd) Giving Procedure Polls.
182 (17) (I A, F. Martin Wants SVER.

/3 (15 (L) L. W. Brown Sceks SVR.
“Prippsland Mail”

/2 {4y (Bd) Report Morwell Poll

“Rinrwell Adverbiser”
20/2 (20 (L) ARM. on Morwell Rating.

/3 (20 (L) J. H. Morris Effect Farmlands,

1/8 (10 (Edy S.V.E. Issue Needs Cool Judgment,
“Boronia Thmes”

3/3 (14 (L) L. W. Brown S8.V.R. for F/T. Cully.
“Diamond Valley Lecal”
2671 (12} (Ed) SV, in Eltham.
‘“Latrobe Valley Advertiser™
12/1 (12) (L., SRH. on S.V.E. {or Moe.
“Daylesford Advocaie”
27/% (16 (Ed) Report Daylesford Meeting,
“Benalla Standard”

/3 {15 Report Sale-Warrnambool Building and S.V.R.
“Geelong  Adveriiser”

/2 18) (L L. W. Brown S.V.R. and Building Activity.
“Building & Construciion Joeurnal”
21/2 €18y (Ed) SV.R. and Sale Building Actividy,
“Heidelberg-Eltham News™

2/3 1) (L) ARH. on SV.R. in Eitham.

2/3  (H (L) Ratepayer” ditto.
2873 {18y (L. ARJL Answering BEric Butler.
“Progress Press”

/3 8y (L3 {r. Orr Supporis SV.R.
143 & (L. Or. Orr Supports SV.R.
14/3 (18 <L) AR on Mulgrave Rating
29/2 {4 Report Mulgrave SV.R. Committee.
21/2 {1D) Report Success Or. Orr at Election.
/4 {16y (L ARH, Answers “Landowner”
i5/6 (1) (L) L. W. Brown How SV.R. Wil Work.
“Shepparten News™

8/3 {32y (L. L. W. Brown SV.R. and Building.
“Lilydale Mews”

§/3 (20 (Lo L. W. Brown S.V.R. and Building.
“Issendor Gazeiis™
12/4 (14) Report Proadimeadows Protest Meeting,
12/4 (1) Report L. P. Bawden Address S.V.R.
15/5 (12 (L. L. W. Brown How SV.ER. Wil Work,
*Broadmeadows Observer™
18/4 (22} Report Broadmeadows Protest Meeting.
“Footseray Adveriiser’’

14/3 {5y (L) J. Henderson on Ratlihg Reform.
“Northeote Leades”

14/3 (5 Report Northeole S V.R. Meeting.
“Traraigon Journal”

1573 (13} Pavorable Repoxt South: Side P.A.
“Warragul Guardian™
2142 -(32) Report Warragul Council Discusses 8.V R,
“Wangaratisz Chronicle”

15/ (200 (L. L. W, Brown How S.V.R. Waorks,
4 Ag’e”

1144 {10y (L) ARH Replies to B. Cooke.
“Southern Peninsnla Gazeife”

73 {18} Report Rye Supports S.V.R,

26/3 (32 Isebale to be Held BVEH.

“Buarnie Advecate” (Fas)

89/2  H (L) J. H Morrvis SV.R. Devonport.

9/3 (1 (L) ARH. Building Development.

27/4 (5 (L.} “Ratepayer” Favors S.V.R.

27/4  (8) (L.} E. Metcalfe Favors S V.H.

27/4 (B (L) E. H. Churcher Favers S.V.R.

30/4 (2 d.y J. B. Heckley Urges Poll.

5 (Y Ly R. C. Tayior Supports Poil.

Total Space editorials and reports 234 colrmn inches, and
letters to press 358 column inches.
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Radio Broadcast Session
Condueted weekly by speakers of the Hen‘r’f
George “Justice” Party from
BADIQ STATIONS 3DBE & LK
Every Sunday at 10 minuiss past noon,
‘f LISTEN AND ASE YOUR FRIENDS 70 LISTEN
Donations to the Broadeast Fund will be
appreciated.

T
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Sheep runs gught to be let by tender. If the squatiers have
Yrights” and if the State has broken its engagements, let the
squatters go inbte a court of law and prOve their rights.  Br,
Gen, Higglnbotham, ML.A., Speech al Brighton, 1861,

(‘he!tenham ?\Iepean H.lg, way, Mo, 1239 being Cato House of
10 rooms on 1% acres land sold for £10, 5004 fArgus,”t W.12.53.

LEd. Note house deduct £150 then bere land value is
£800 per sq. chn, — largely because of ihe public “highway.™]

Welfare State. Thig ig the great friction by means of which
everyone iries to live at the expense of everyone eise. . Basilat.
Nerth-West Footseray—Two vacant 50 fL. fronfase housing blocks
being lets 250-251 Gordon £t., near Pridham S, 159 f& depih
soid at £830 each. ——Argus, 11/5/54.

[Ed. Note—By levy of pepally rales on housss, Pootscray
eouncillors are ready with a waddy to clout the working man
who puilds on these blocks.d

Castlemaine~-Hiidiand regional town of 7000 pop'n seeking
more industries has removed municipal rates from all buiidings by
ratepayers majority vote for rating on site values only. ‘The
town has water, gas, electric light and power, fechnical school,
hospital and sewerage. It has factory sites in good locations at
reagonable prices~—“Sun,” 21/11/55

[Ed. Note—~—Since these vacant factory sifes now pay rafes on
bare land value the holders have become willing to sgll "al reps-
onable prices.”}

HENRY GEORGE COMMEMORATION

Wiil be held on Friday, 31st Augusi, 1956, at Wormen’s Services'
Club, Market 5t, Melbourne, at 8 pn Hold the date free and
invite your friends.

TO MEMBERS AND FRIENDS

The next meeting will he on Tuesday, Tth July. and will
again take fhe form of a discussion group bhased on fhe bhook
“Progress and Poverty,” Bring your friends and join in. Coples
of the book can be obtzined at the Meeling.

HENRY GEORGE LEAGUE

18 George Parade, (off 113 Ooiling Street, r.ear RBusseil Street),

Melbourne, C.1. Telephone: M¥F 4635 Hon. Secretary, Mr. R, J.
Crowe, Qffice Supervisor, Mrs. Jones.

The Annual Membership Pes iz a muindeum of £1,

The subscription to Jouwrnal “Progress™ is 2/~ per ananm,

Sitamps Accepiable.

If you appreciate this Journal, you are invited to obizin pewn
mubscribars,

Wext Executive Meeting, Tuesday, 3rd July, 1956, st 645 pan

Members' Mesting, Tuesday, Tth Juily, at § pm

HENRY GEORGE JUSTICE PARTY.

Broadeast Session, 3DB each Sunday, 12.10 po.
Commities Meeting, Friday, 13th July, at 8§ pam.
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