


4 'h-é"‘:ti-azrgé or smally we would take no account of any wealth in or

i;f-en thaﬁ buila“”g, we woulé base taxatlan upen tha vaT&e that wou

_gthe buil&ings and im@revements swept. away.
.'*rL Rew let me exnlaln one word that probably I am aceustome&
”f;iusa.ln‘a more deflnite way than it is srainsrily. uaad 50 you may__f.
iunder no mlsapprehension. We are eemmoniy aceustomea to use the .
f; wea1th as meaﬂmng somethiug that has an exchange value hut that.is

Tzdaﬁ exaet and sclentlfle use of the term; for thefe are many thlng_

'f_that eonstitute part of the ind1v1du&l wealth that have no nart'

. that hem between isﬁ-e Delaware and the Schuylkill, there is mugh
T was When ?{i‘fliam Penn. signed the treaty- Wé' B8
fi that the wealth of the Enltea Statea is rapldiy
mﬂﬁv_am& e say truly, that which lmcreases wealth is jf;
5g:'good and tnat which.decreaseb Wealth is evil; for wealth is an aé'
%o the powss of human belngs, and all humen beings, in the sgresat

6ﬁtaiﬁﬁmoﬁe'of'thauéétisfaétien that comes from the nature of thas&f'

_::f“fthlngs whieh satlsfy the human.&enses ana gratlfy the human d331res._'J

. Unaer slavery tlmes, in the estlmateé wealth of an individnal

 we mlght truly incluae hls slaves and cuunt their sellimg value as sqj

't_ much adﬁition to the aggregate of wemlthj but, manifestly, the valua

Tﬁ:af slaves can add nathing'to the wealth af the comuni ty ef whlch the

'ﬁ 3%}aves as well as the master; ar¥e & part. Toéay, if we were to lsglsf
'jf1 te slavery egain, if some of our pecple were maﬁe ehattel slaves |

7ffer;athersg there would be an addition %o the wealth of the masters, .

fff_but 1% weula nat be an additien to the wealth of the state an& the

'-f:ﬁhat the masters galnkfthe_sl ves. 103&.




zf};éé7i$:ié €&$ﬁ ﬁ6£tgagéér g0 1% is With'prémiSSary'ﬁﬁtééfE§é1ii .
“ oh11gatiens af 1ndebtedues&. ?hay a0 canst;tute & part of
alth of the 1nd1vidual holger; that is to say, they-reprebenﬁ 1n:_f;;
 ':-hanés a2 pe%@r-af commandlng the services of other 1nd1v1dua1$§ﬂrt
;they are he part of ‘the wealth of the eammunlty,’ They are nat :
:wf*fwealth in.the ecanemze gense. - Mortgages might be abelxsheﬁ ﬁebts cany
_.celled, and yet the wealth of the community Woula bé in no wise aff_c~ 
o  %3@-; |  : h
| When we say that there is more wealth in this community-thaﬁf"
there was at the tlme Williem Penn made the treaty, we. do not mean
*_:there are more mortgages more obligations of 1ndebte&ness' we mean ; *
1?;thaﬁ there are more hotges, mors manufaeturlng, more gos&s nere of
;  311 th9se thllgs that are porduced by laber snd that have the gualiiyf:
of vratlfying the human senses and satisfying the human deslres..jH .;_
wealth in the true sense, wealth in the economic sense, we wuld, put
no tax on at &ll; we would simple tax the walue which attaches te _ :
land; not to buildings; net te impreovements; not to anything that ﬁhe f
individual has done in or on the land; but to that value, whleh.&ta o
taches %o land, irrespective of 1mprovements, thet land value, we waf"“
tax. How, mark again, we would not tax land, we da not Brapase tolput':
_{a tax on land, we propose to tax land valuess Eew to- ene who has not_
"} cousidered 1%, that may seem a.rather fine &istanetian-~ 8 élstznc:
i WLthaut & difference - hut 1t is not, it is a most important. dlstinc-  
'}:tlen. Ta tax land means to tax land aseccording to the ares, ar seme

':- *0ther maae of measurement but to tax land values is not to tax all

ﬁifgland* 1% is only 6 tax land which has a value.




| “:fﬁfﬁaw; lané or;fiaally had ne’ valuea EWhén”ﬁiiiiéﬁ’Péﬁﬁféaﬁéc”

Indi ns"had naver"cempreheﬁdeas In tne beglnning; grtlcles of W 1t

Th:u.s- book, thl-s t-a’bla- t-hls- haus-e-.__g_

but lan@.was hera befare we eame. Lana lS not brangﬁt lnto

-nghby humam exertion, a11 tﬁe gengs that ara preper;yfstylsé””

I ;any seciaty~1n,whlch We 1xve uhe ten&ency we may ges

,,abor. Tha nrlce ef‘manufactur;ng-gea&s has gone &own, the pri_e




in our advenced civilization.

Now, ‘@8 to our method, it is as simple &s our proposition.

single-tax can be resched by the process of é‘ﬁ'biiﬁi‘éﬁ-. 11 we hi
'te do is to abolish one tax after amther - bo abolish the taxes-wh

we levy on commercs; to abollsh the taxes by whlch we vainly try ta

tax Wea1th ia tne hands of ‘the possessor - to tax personal prepe

'ta tax baquesests* to ®mx men for domng certain thimgs that involve'

'-13 1n;ury o others; then to come s our tax on real astalbs; to abaa.t

llsh all that part of the tax on resl estate that bears on ﬁhe Jmprove

-gmeﬁts of the farm, upan the building of the house, upon anything te  _

'5; Laﬂﬁ we have 1eft what? ﬁhy, simply the single-tax = the tax upon‘land

irrespeetive ef 1mprovements.

How, I thlnk nd oué can eonsider this metter without seaing tﬁat

iﬂ.ﬁha flr&t_Plage; it is the simplest mode of taxation; that 1t3*

infélVé'feWer gfficials; thet it would do away with offices; that 1t
-'would end the tendeney that runs throush our whole system of taxatlen
the tenaency te ffaua forgmry snd corruptlion ~ that instead of the

great horde of tax gatherers and tax colleetors, we could eolleet_aurf-

‘public revenues with one-tenth , aye, I think one-twentieth, or pez=

ha@s even less than that, of the exvenses, tﬂ;ubles ana'&ifficnltiég-ff

wé axa now at; and that we could collsct them thoroughly. Land éﬁﬁﬁé%L
be hid; 1t lies out of doors, and no matter how you build upon 1t i

- cannot cover it upe. . dveryone knows thaﬁ it is there, and thexﬁax~upon&

it may*be asse%sed Wlth a cgrtainty which eamot be obtalned amywhere

,else‘ n avery lot, which was covered by a bullding, we could put &

'j: 1lttle tln Sign en ﬁhat hulldxng = put up small 8ig S'&lih'




[  $3@. Pnb ic oplnlon.would he hraadened, and 1nfﬁ at;way'clear 3¢

aeenmulaﬁiom cf waa “h?_ E@thlng is mere=eer

?_wealth is te dlmlﬂlsh wealth.; %ake any for'

"f;iyaﬂ Will have 1ess machinery. Bnt you calﬁtaxrland




'by taxation for the uses of the city and the 11‘leentlve ta speeula
'5Wili”hé-8¢ﬂaiiiﬁ*W@ﬁld pay mo ome then to hold land in the eﬁée
':'bf its inérease@ value; to hold land unused in'or&er te get a D&
': -_;fr0m the man whoé sometiﬁa would use it and mast use ite That iﬂcemi ve:
' 2; mpu;@:pg3g$§a“1y gone. Take land values in taxatlan and no ons w
'ffff;wg#ﬁ;ﬁé*ﬁéiﬁ 1ﬁﬁﬁ.uglegs he ‘wanted %o use it, there would be abun ax
.' §p@p¢£ﬁni$i&s§' ﬁb1l, gonsider soceial cenditions; 00ns1der this
.'f1ﬁar&'ﬁinfer‘ héwfmaﬁy hundres, theusaﬂds and miliions were out af eﬁ?:;

” 7fp1cyment. Hen, able to work, willlng to work, anxious to work, an& y

;,fflnaing Mo appertunity to w@rk, How could thet be where land the

v 11 emplayment wes everywhere open to man? Why, By any
' tests - the test of good public opinion, the test of morels, tha,t_"
. .ﬂf‘P§ii$ic&l aéeﬁemy < it will stend everywhere. Slmple as 1t isfiﬁf.
_-Wpﬁlﬁ“$§:ik§:te tﬁg_?ery fGanaatiaﬁ of our goelsty. ‘Simple as it is
wéﬁi&_giﬁduéﬁ-éffécts'wﬁiﬁh would ramify through our whole weial ;”  '
_-ccndltian._. | : | - _
| 1+  Gensiaereﬁ hy tha.sppréme test, the %est of ethlcs what d@es it
show? ﬁtﬁmes. what are ethies? They are the. sclenee jd?art if you
7;919ase of right aeimg. or jﬂstlcaﬁ What is Justleg?. It is equalityf
.5§f@£ﬂright1ﬁ;ﬂot equality of station, no% aqualityaef.fﬁrtﬁné ﬁ.bﬁﬁféi'f
'1 3§ﬁ&1i£§7éf=rimhtd Now, consider when you think of the sﬁpreﬁa i@pgg;
'aﬁce of thls, that o matter how this world eame, austlca 15 the'.. .
:2 *_prema law ef the worla‘ Can yon wonder at the seclal conditien
World you see today? Laok at it; labor, arts and aclence have
 they nevcr'came bé%fe un&er our own eyes. @e have as 1t wer

AR

'-the seals of knowledge epened invention after_lnven ion, dise ve




.' gaod gift% to men? &ye imdeed if we look only at thase wh@

:ff t0ﬂay to the advantaga of 01v111zat10n net tne masseﬂ.

Go into any af our great cltles gee haw thausan&s of humanjﬂ

wﬂh. &ge,_smteﬁ ama Starved, manhee&, with s11 1ts high and no

f‘;;ls ar181n

. &oed ﬂoveﬂnmeﬁt clubs Wlth yaur 01v11 serv1ee T

wazth all your efferﬁs o bring~pur1ty inta ot pelltlcs thegtyni;
The polltlcal carruntiex.in thls ef ty an& state ﬁsﬂ khbW”_
.'“bettar-'Chleago treadzng in the saue nathu All eVer-the eauntry

 j1ﬁ,tﬂe hlatory of the world. Weuld you kuow how Greektywants eam},

'“fj ffWea1d kﬂow how Roman.emparers arese? ﬁoul@ you knew how

ericsn pallt'*sjtﬂaay; We are ruﬂning,_ ,qjﬁfﬁ*ffﬁ

;]tha same way._ ch should we hely 1t$




-a@ the-very foot. Look! There is enough today to arouse the sym

tthles af any man.

. -laﬂé there, parhaps, yaujrellave a little suffering, but agains

1ittle geod you do lies the evil that is domes.. Charltyx vlven t_

.::who woul& gladly werk' It degrades, 1t cnnczfles a1l the hlmher flne_
| feellngs of 8 man. | RS

Iﬁ 15 not ln the nature of things that one man ought o beg.

L other to glve hlm what the creaﬁar as I believe, or nature, if'y o

- prefar the term, put in his power %o gain for hlmself. Eﬂke:na m1s¥?

’f_take* yaa csnnot klll the a&mlratlen for weslthi you cannot klll t ]

": '1a1sgrace, the bhame of novarty. Weslth is good in itself. Wealth

. in %he natural srder of thlngs enght t9 be the sévidence uf gﬁé&.

"Tfp:Qﬁane. énd peverty & is it not %rue in the nature of thlngngfi*

‘1 -nafe ve apply that prlnﬂip%a teday? y? Poverty does nat ne

fiﬁ'eness to&ay. If’a man cannot support hlmself”-that




'gh"injﬁsﬁiee. |
g If we ‘are here as creatures of a God of splrltnal mtel
% us into the world, who is no.faé?é#ﬁaf’&ffp@féﬁ@
'"5fwﬁ9m_we;a11 are as egual children; or if we came in%o ﬁﬁé'wﬁfﬁifﬁ

..bﬁaﬁfkng?s_hQW3.haﬁg we are. dny test of religious sentiment,

*-f}f*pﬁllééaﬁﬁyvmusﬁ'ﬁring-t&ig that we are here with equal rignﬁg-%_

_   =[§ § world. Today those equal rights are éenie&§ The gre
. ma3or1ty of tne pe@pla in this eity, the great maaerlty of the p_
.ef the Unltea States, have toaay, under eur S@Blal adgustment ne;rT
.: 1t0 stand gl rlght ta wark in the lana thet - they were taught ta S8l
:;thairfown, uﬁless they buy that rlght of some of- the owners. Th r
. ' m:af thi_ m nstreus 1nequality*1n tha dxstrlbatzen eflw
% t-wefsee ar131ng,. ”he§e i8 the reagon, tha @nly reas@n wiy:;a
thgrow1ng~accasuomed te hesr the ery for eharlxyg not enly far tha
 Thava fallen by the wayside, but even fer sgtreng men 'wxlllng men
:'Tmena Wnese husmne&s ls 1$wto glve nmen opportunl ties to wsrk? W”
. bus1neSs 1s lt te fnrnish men employment?- Hat the state ot the_,
_ '  ta1i$t- a11 aruund us in th1$ fair land, sre lylng everywhara théfa”
X prertunltles for wark.- We have closed them up, have shut them eff.
'  here:13 the foundatlon of all our social alfflcultles and. the o

"“fls,31mple. It is to geaure to men - Hot o some men but te all

””actian of hls waﬁts, How can we de th&t? @1th




o Yau caunet secure today, to all men, equai=rigﬁts-to tﬁé ﬂ§e*
"”ﬁf laﬁa by the rude deviges thet would suffice in an,earlier sgee
‘have h&re 8 mere elabcrate clv1llzat10n. All of yau do not want to.

1and 1n,the gama aegrea and in the ssame way that any .. manxmust use_th_

ﬂ*llanﬁ. Do not think, as a good meny people think, even very intelligen

*f1 and very 1earned men, thet land is a plaee on which 10 grOW‘cahbages _

'l_ and-ra1ae_gg§tataas_ and gultivate sheep and goats; thet bhe farme _f*-

4he only land user. Upon what do we stand this Sunday morning 11,’hlsf

'mf g§§é§_f1gpr? TLend! Trnough we csrry 1t up stery-afﬁam story; lanaJmus_

"-gﬁpntrﬁ-ﬁs wheravar wé ke. If we g@ over the sea, 1t is still la‘

: ft_at'baars us. It we rige in a ballaan, it is still land. With:wh.t  

:,ea? Is 1t not the products of land? Waat are all eur"

'*i@regnet10359 ﬁra they not a change in form or in placegef matter d awn

|  ”£;§@ ﬁ@ﬁ_lan@? Why, what is our very flesh apd bloeﬁ = this very [fy

'.flﬁsh and blood thaﬁ T eall'my own? Doss it not come from the 1and? i
*Does 1% not returam to the lsnd? What em I, iu ay physiesl being, hut:'
the ¢hild of the soil, justas truly as are the flowers snd the trees.f
-.ﬁﬂn.ls but & 1and"an1mal. Land to me, is the whole external universe

' -'it is only es we can use land that we can engoyiﬁsin that we ¢an b:r ____a-f;h

7jtha:a;r that we can utilize any of the powers of nature. To secure_tej

..?}fiéli'ﬁéﬁ-an-&qual right to the use of land, all that is neceSSary~is

.'*fm_allow sveryone to use the land ss he pleases, secuﬁing the rigﬁts*qﬁzf“

'”fffthase who have urlar possessions. When that lend acqu1res a nrac

"fb)value when,laber is wllling to pay the prigs for the 1and ha_us




| “_he no menopoly to the epportuniiies to labor.

That t8 - the way of the si ngla ~tax. In thst 31mp&e way, we e'

 } open to all their simple »ights -~ that is the meanlng, that is t,

"7'; 0£-tha.s1ngle - toax. Consider it. VWhen you see hUW.dQGE@lt gges_

'f*far«reachlng are its effaets you will no longer thiﬂk a8 I fanﬁyﬂ:-

e same of you\are incllned $o %think, that we singleutaX'meE.are thf

"“of one . 1dea, that we, proud in dur own preposltien look with'ecntemp=

   [&@0& tho&e whe are engsged in what we deem smaller. thlngs wﬁo ar_

S Worses

ft@ make 1m§revements in tenement nouses, Whe are trylﬂg to in

 jduce nel hborheod guilds ‘wnd all that sor¥ of thing.

We &e not &eny that theré are many &e31rable improvements.;;
i? We say'is thls, that ours is the sll~impertant one; the one to. str"
Lfat flrsta When we da this, all other 1mprevemeﬂts bacoms easier‘-i
ti1 we 4o this, no possible reform csn aveil. We consider the pa

'_ﬂﬁf Few York s fraud; they, however, say that these'éf”Philaﬁeiphigggrgr

'_ﬁup@ase allnof the good citizens in New York were to Join té;ﬁf”

| gether to produce or to bring sbout a perfect system of'muaiciﬁai ﬁ@#f

'1”-ﬂ,nment sg ﬁhat net a pernny would be stolen; so that 8ll the gabs am&

”all tha cfflces would be done away with., What would be the reamlt? i

; ;Yau wauld ‘have gaod streets and c¢lean streets; you.woul& have & mast

"”1heaut1ful-e;ty. The tax eollector would cell for less. For whaﬁ-h&  §

.'“_takes he must give & great deal more. Wast would be the resul®

“Weuld there be any beneflt to the @wellers in ths tenement house







