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© CHRISTMAS MESSAGE

December, {0 the majority of people, iz a month
in which they look forward to the satisfaction of some
desires aecording fo their ideals of lfe. Youth looks
forward to a good holiday. Business in general hopes
for reward in Profits from a commercial! Emass., To
the sincere Christian, it is a time of sacred joy as they
approsch Chrisimas Day, the snniversary of the birth
of Jesus Christ and in thoughtful mood they just con-
template what this world would have been hagd that
event not taken place. Christ’s supreme exsmple of
g life ssepificed to bring Peace and Goodwill among
men turned moral thought at a fangent from the
standard existing in pre Christian fimes.

Throughout the years which have passed since the
first Christmag, there have been many thonsands of
splendid men and women who have tried {o emulate
the perfect example and so keep alive and spresd
throughout the world the way of life we call Christ-
ian., Christianity has not spread by force, it has pro-
gressed under the guidance of Christian thinkers and
tegchers who discredited the doctrines taught by
others who were gpposed to them.

During the progress of Christianity towards the
final gozl, there have been many setbacks — mostly
because progressive spiritusl thought, which created
progress In materisl things, could not sxplain why
material progress did noi reward each person accord-
ing to his effort. This riddle remained a stumbling
block to full Christian realization till there arcse a
great philosopher and teacher, Henry eorge,

Henry George to us, his followers, has become the
teacher who get forth the way by which the Christian
idesl of Peace on earth Goodwill among men may be
atitained — we bhelieve the only way.

Sc at this happy time, let us as Georgists, forget
that our Christian bractice may vary a Hitle, but when
it pomes to the fundamentals of ‘a Christian life—
Peace and Goodwill among men — they cannot be
realised, other than by the way George has taught.

At this season when Iolks look 60 give and receive
2ifts, let us remember thal the greatest giver iz one
who expecis nothing material in retwrn. We have a
gift for all meankind, The facts of George’s philo-

sophy. May we at this (
selves anew o give with
of George's teaching wil
and Goodwill among més
everyvone of us has s
tribute to this great ide

No effort is lost. Some o our mambers are sac-
rificing their leisure in their endeavonr to serve the
cause, Are you one of them? If not, why not? Do
you attend the League’s meetings and by association
with others, learn $hat snfhusiasm is condagicus.
Your personal effort is most essential bub if unsble
o give personal servics, contributions of monev ars _
always welcome. Aill the workers are also gonsiztent’
givers. Head “Frogress” right thmugfz study George’s
works again. Dedicate yourself to forwarding ihe
great Chrigtmas ldeal of Peace and Goodwill among
men and do it the Georgist way, and having set your-
self oun the path, follow the gleam. AU thoss in the
“Cause,” wish you g Merry Christmas and may your
Mew ¥ear resolution be “I will becomne a more sctive
member of the League,"—ARP.

THE TARIFF BOARD SAYS:

The annual report of the Tariif Roard had some
particolarly interesting and significant things to say
regarding the Commonwealih pay-roll taz as well as
other matlers vitally affecting Australian consmmers.
The Board referred $o the pay-roll tax 88 an example
of a government impost, right at the basse of the
cost and price structure, that might be considered for
removal, I may be froe” says the report “io say
that every £1 of revenue recelved by the Comimon-
weslth in pay-roll fax means an ineprease in price io
consumers of at least £2.7

One press comment describes the report as one of
the f{rankest yet presented by the Tarlff Board. We
are notb surprised to read this, Surely our present
involved and chaotic economic positlon ealls for frank
statement from ail concernad,

The “tariff” itseli came in for comment and sug-
goested that ¥ may be responsible for some drade
palance difficulites. If “scme duties are so high that
they resull in vnduly high costs o dependent indus-
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tries, they sheould be reduced” the board says.  “If
others are too low to protect efficient and economic
Australian industries they should be raised. Bub thers
is no evidence at present of widespread Insufficiency
of existing duties, as there is no pressure of piled up
applications for new or increased dutiss.

The report further gays ihat conditions inimical to
Ausiralin’s  interests in  intermational trade  were
brought  about by the  import  restrisfions in
1952, fAustralis Is being dermded gradually of pres-
tige as & sitable member of & group of countriez fo
which frecdom of indernations! irade iz Imporiant.
With the sver-present risk of adverse seasons affect-
ing exporis the position is anyihing bot satisfactory.

The report finally rejects suggestions that the
tarift should be used as an alfernative conirol two
(i?ii:%' ‘%@xieﬁions for reducing imports.

— WAL

 LOSSES

producers thousands
stabilisation schemes,
stween the board and
Ll nulate local sales and
onducts an BeeWp Wesk with the zame
abijective In view. The net resuld s a Iinancial loss
by the Board, lowered Iocal ssies and a petulant ory
from the Dosrd against those who would voies
criticism of b8 many failings.

That greas Prime Mindster of Hngland, the laie
Lioyd George, contended thai the first world war wag
won through criticizm.

‘Mot so the Ege Board. This poor feehie body

is $o have no ¢rifies and no competifion to expose
its wrong principle or bad practices.
' It i8 amazing that full blooded Australians have
so long iolerated this misncomer In marketing of
eggs, but it i to be hoped that financial necessity
will spom free us from ibs continued existence,

VICTORIAN LAND TAX

Victorian Lend Tax raites are flxed by Parliament
from vear Lo vear. The current rate is 4. in the £
of unimproved capital vzlue with an exemplion of
£1G94 for land not wssed for primary production and
of £3000 for land mainly used for primary oroduc-
tion.

The exemuption tapers off s0 that 15 disappsars
al £1260 for non-Ffarming and £3000 for farmiog land
and the rate then i3 a fisg 1d. In the £ ap to £8750.

Above £8750 the rate in the £ increases steeply on
g sHding =seale,

The vigld for the year ended 30th Juns, 1855 was
£2.625 000, This represents 18 per cent. of the Siate
taxation revenus for that yoar.

The exemptions are purely political in objective to
avoid losing votes of home owhers by the Governiment,
"The rising scals above £8,250 1s not in accordance with
onp principies which call for a flat rate over the whole
field.

Wevertheless, although most of the private homes
are outside the exemyptions and not subject 0 the tax
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there are very few eceniral cily properties which are
below £8,250 and the tax has therefore very powerfal
effect in inducing city holders to pub their property to
best economic use and in curbing land prices in
the city area. If this itax were abolished land values
in Meibourne would aufomatically be increased by
ahout £30,000,000 as the ransom land users would have
0 pay for the opportunity to work.

The M. 5. Wales Government is now debaling a
proposal to introduce a land taxy on the pattern of
the Victorian., The “Standard” in its lagh issue quotes
very extensively from the parlizmentary debates on
this BEiL

THOSE IMPORT RESTRICTIONS
RECKLESS RULERS CRIPPLE CITIZENS

From the commetcement it was clear 4o Creorg-
cans that the Government’s policy of restricting Im-
ports would cofistantly be under fire, Recently, M,
B, T Crogsely, chairman of the importers’ section
of the Melbourne Chamber of Commerce, tendered
soine scafhing comments. As reporied in the press,

s

che declazred that import licensing was becoming g

fierce and insidions” substitute for protection.  He
added  that the Commonwealth Covernment had
cinimed that Import restrictions were g LEMPOrary
measure {0 balance overses trade and wereenever in-
tended to protect Australian industry. “But” he con-
tiowed “every time imporis were resiricted, it im-
mediately provided a shelter for the loeal man,
whether that was the intention or net.” He cited the
ease of wall tiles and fioor tiles. Less than three
years ago the Tarlif Board conciuded that thelr pro-
duction was uneconomis. “Yet” Mr. Crossely pointed
out “administrative action has now, in effect, through
import conlrols granted proteciion to an industry con-
sidered unsconomic by the Tariff-Board, The home
puilder wasz thersfore being called on to subsidizse the
loeal industry!”

Balance of Payments Biunder

in the “Age” Mr. M. Collens exposed the un-
soundness of the restrietions in a long and penstra-
tive analysis. “Perhaps,” says he “the clearest proof
of thiz lles in the fact that throughout the years from
1930 to 1938, when there were no import restrictionsz
a8 such, each successive year viclded a substantias!
excass of sxporte over Imporis.”

"During that thme imports were restricied only
by tariffs and currency devalusiion in conjunction,
put we had enough sense then not to antagonise decent
peopie by decimating thelr intersst overnight. It is
noteworthy also that the pound then had real valye”

“Australla’s biggest mistake was In not officially
recognising the the drop in London balances in 185152
was the direct result of the Eorean war scare, whereby
positive action was faken by both merchants and
manufacturers to ensure substantial gtockpiles of goods
sirould the situation get out of hand, the memory of
the pathetically inadequate war thme shortages being
stiil fresh in thelr minds”

N
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“When it became apparent that the Korean siiu-
ation was reasonably under condrol, oversen vessels
resumed their poeormal schedules, and although thig
permitted a rather unexpectedly guick dellvery of =
big back-log of firm orders, most partics who were
awake were able to reduce further cutstanding copi-
mitments to token limils only.”

“As the pattern immediately subsequent has shown,
the position wasn’t nearly ag bagd as i looksd on

paper, as there also proved fo be a bipg back-log
of exports, which, as soon as they could be moved
by the incoming shipy, brought London balances
again and forced an early liberalising of lic
to prevent a further burst of inflation.”

Consumers’ Cholce Denied

Had consumers’ choice been allowed o operate In
the first plare fhers may bave bees some cases of
self-inflicted harvdship — fhe business risks.

But as there are the usual phenomena encountered
in most cases of mis-judegment in the sphere of
commerce, it is plain from the pre-stated segusnce of
events that Canberra governmnent would have beer
wiser to let the situation find its own level
stocked sheives could have been cleared by marking
down with consequeni benefit {o the consumers and
reduced pressure on C.OL. or wage apirai, leaving
a better margin for export by secondary industed
With the dizruptive element thus modified we could
have resumed our novmal associsflons with oy
seas supplers for that iz the choles of consume

A few over-stocked firms would have falled and
nsses, But banks empiloy trained economists to rush
losses. But banks employ rsinsd economisis o rush
their sectional views before the Canberra rulers, 50
their clamour prevaiied, Cltizen consmaners Dave 0o
volee {exzeept the Henry George journals) snd onoe
again their welfare wag kicked downstairs by the
Mengzies Minpistry.

LAMD VALUES RESEARLH GROUP

Land Values Besearch Gronp Inviles Assiztance

The Land Values Besearch Group has made many
important surveys on the incidence of gite-value rating
in various municipaliiies. It aims to continne and
increasingly to help others to apply the method it has
developad in making further surveys.

There is scope for velunteers willing to help dissect
rolis and valuations. The CGroup wonld particulariy
weleome assistance frowm those able o machine-add
figures or type off coples of minor surveys and drafis

Here is an opportunity to play an eilective part in
this interesiing research field. If you arg willing to
help get in touch with the Hop. Becrstary (dr. L. ¥
Bawden), 52 Guildford Rd., Surrey Hills, 16 (Phone
WE 25733,

TNBRIDLED POWER

. Fop hundreds of vears so-called givilised man has oontinusd
with appalling violations of the natu i i
Kiilions, beyond behel have \asz red  hunger,
desperation 1 CGovernments
taxed and stealtlily ) 5
peopls to apuease the sbruggling mas
5 point where it is reguiring the ke
matier of all goveriunen n brying o adjust the s

the violation of natural lwws, or if you pleass, the mms ;7f wmi
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and changes arve rapid: [T ssems
angd punished without remorse,
—HDNGAR W, OTNLLEY.

%@%@%A@m% BACHGROURNME

' has been the centre of world attention in
;, and some aspects of its recent history
studying as they conlain some valuable

Uil the seeg world war Hangary had remained
)l fmdal a:i'ai:gl im a,l feazi a thousand years, Despite
E times, the tradifional socizl
xd, velatively unadfected Ly tronds else-

GETS

. In the Tirst world war, the privileged clagses,
i the jibe s of thelr Slavy subjects, more than

Gf‘*r;‘n;m domination, sided with CGermany. However,
after their defeaf, the Allles, hsset with fears of
zii}h; : actuaily bolstered the privileged classes,

venieh arme, later with League of Watlions
Hungary remalined virtually amnf%uenced ny
ihe vian refoims groceeding iv® . ndighbouring

countries. According w0 Josua de Castro, forfnerly head

o ihe United Nal Food and Agriculd uréﬁ’{)rgamzhg
Hon, Hungary had the most shocking and scandslous
land monconly in ?%:.u:mbe — worse even than that of
One third of the land wag held by 4000 landed
o Umx@t{‘r‘w vel one third of the population held no
inn; il The lving conditions of the raral workers
alling: in 1938 the average dally wage was
that was in season when work was

first
ioans,

g that in 1945, when the
t an interimn national assemily,
(ii hsxsr@ TegH mﬁm it as quite natural
£ Toitiaily the com-
eive t%w wsmu by making false

s of fr)mpmm tion, Wo distinetion was made
the economic rent of land, for which 0o
waition iz ethically justified, and the value of
snts, Tor which the landbolder is entitied
o1, Actusally no compensation was made.
sommmunist so-called reforins were carrisd
ate of anarchy without an slected Darlia-
ment by “digtributive commitiees” dominated by Com-
munists and composed mainiy of the lowest strats, of
the population, During the division of the Iand,
ither the capacity of the farms nor the ability of
ihose who received them was taken into acecunt, Ofﬁéﬁ
a}rc,iw aris vineyards were praclically rudned by
n.  Further, the size of the land-
mm WHE femzdmwd while the differential
land due to such factors as proximity td
and fransport facilities, and ferbility, was

3

ot in g st

; measures, culminating in
ted  agalinst the independent
. while more and more favours
eotive farms. The mcreausmg

wmif,wz

x, land moncepoly gave tise fo
eollectivizgation and the last state was
the firsf

than




Page 4

The legsons to learn are thess inder iand monop-

oly, where people are compelled {0 pay tribute fo
privileged individuals for pormission to live and work
on the savii’s surface, the sgual right of all men of
access to Nature’s bounty or to the land is denied. The
true remedy is not nationalization of land, nor Lguida-
tion of landholders, nor compulsory acguisition of
land with or without compensation and then distri-
bution. It is, as Henry George convincingly and com-
- pellingly demonstrated, o collect the site values
erested and sidstained by the presence and activity of
the commuonity., Thers 15 no need for clumsy and
costly ecompensation schemes, for landholders will
either pui their land o full use o pay the site value
econtribution or else make way Tor others who would not
then be compelied to pay huge sums merely o gain
access to a site of land, ‘Taxes on goods and earnings
could then be progresively reduced, sincs the Govern-
ment weuld be receiving revenue from the natural
source, Tﬁﬁst.‘preduﬁﬁiviw would be stimulated and
prosperity Torall increased.
. - In all fhe trouble spots of the world recently -—
“China, Kenya, the Middle East, and the rest, the
land guestion nas been prominent, The United Nations
must inelude in its charter of huwman rights in no
uncertain terms the equal right of access of all men to
land, the source of all wealth., Otherwise we can never
hope for lasting peace. The Henry George movement
has the practicable method of achieving this reform,
and we urge vou $o do something concrete and get
in touch with us without delgy.

ECONOMICE OF TATT'S LOTTERY

Five shillings invested in oil, goid, eic., is ussd fo
purchase capital to aid the production of oil, gold, st
and therefore is entifled to its just share of the pro-
duction,

Five shillings invested .in Tatt’s purchases 2
chance to appropriate, by a ruse, 40,080 similar tnvest-
ments, many honestly earned by others.

There may e risks fak 3, aind the alm — satiz-
faction of desire — may be the same in both kinds of
invesiment.

However, in fhe one case the wealth invested
aids production, whereas in the other There iz no
production, but ail laber expended is directed towards
appropriating wealth from the many for the benefit
of the few, described by one school of thought as
tewploitation.”

Does this justify a course of action degigned to
allow some to gain wealth by the iosses of otherg?.
(Mr. 4. Baker, “Aze’’)

T which we add note ithat prominent land
nolders such as Sir Chester Manifold have adveocalsd
Tatts iottery for hospital revenue.

This plan reduces the prospects of further Staie
Land Rental tax to mest Government sgbsidy o hog-
pitals which is the honest method of finance.
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SPARRING WITH SHADODWS

A prize exsmple of academic obscursntisin in
which side issues are magnified and vital issues are
bigrred iz conizined in the June, 19586 issue of the
“australian Quarterly.”

The article in guestion iz on the South Ausiraiian
electoral system by A J. de B, Forbes, of Adelaide
University, It examines whether the peculiaxr features
of this svstem are really dus to the desire of the
Linera!l and Country Party to keep ifself in offiece
and so control fhe Treasury benches.  Bventually,
after digressing along various gide tracks, the author
reaches the momentous concinsion that i is doubitful
wheiher the reluctance of the Liberal Country League
to change ithe pregens electoral system 8 due to &
mMachiavellian desive to retain office at all cosks, and
it i stated that “the arguments for the present
system, even Iif mistaken, must In most cases be
assumed to be zingerely held” BSome of these argg-
ments are sxamined by Mr. Forbes who takes good eare
to make nothing but neutral comments about them,
The display of fenece-sitting iz truly ouisfanding.

Mr. Forbes evades the erocial issge that & minority
of yotes can achieve, election after slection, a majority
of sests {even granting that fhe minority is not so
small as it seems when allowance is made for uncon-
tested zeats and other factors). He avelds committing
himself about the slementary democratic principle of
“one vobe, one value,” although this occcuplies his ab-
tenticn more than onee, He is, of course, quite lg-
norant of the use made of Parliament to cushion ihe
effects of site-value rating on the privileged intercsts
served by the Playiord Liberals. The essential point
is not to disclose any error which may possibly be
comiitted by those (e the ALP) who are alleged {o
aseribe disrepuiable motives to the policies of the
Playford Tories, but to ascertain whether the South
Australian electoral svstem i3 mathematically sound
and democratically fair, and if not, how to remedy .

#ir. Forbes has shown convinelngly that academie
detachment and suspended judgment can be carried
W extremes.  Of course, fo seripusly suggest pro-
portional represeniation as an alternative $o Soulh
Ansiralin’s existing electors] system would make a blot
en the escutcheon of Impecocable impartiality

SOMETHING 7O COGITATE

Civeek cconomics was bullt om glavery, and in
modern years, slavery has an ugly connotation; but
it is yet o be proved that there arve fewer people
doing what they are told, not because they wani 1o
but because they have o, In Amesica and Russia than
there were in ancient Sparta, and it is doubthud
whether it would be pleasanter from the point of
visw of fresdom to be in a labar-camp or an Auvstralian
pron than to be a slave in the household of Periciss
of Athens—8ydney “Bulletin® 18/4/58.

- IEd’s Note-—History abundantly confirms Henry
George’s contenticn that economic freedom Is impos-
sible unless and until the rental values of land are
taken for public purposss.|
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WIDEMED HORIZO
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By A B, Huotchinsen, B.8e, AMLE Ausi.

My last three sunnual holidays have been spent
in travelling shrough varicus districts in New BSouth
Wales, Queensland ang Victoriz mainly by car and
plane.

The maln objeciive was pleasure but & sccond-
ary one haz been observation and comparisons of the
differing degree and type of development in various
centres.

These visiis have faken me through sl the main
towns of Wew South Wales as far west as Dubbo and
Wagegs Wagga and on the coast roules of Queensland
as far as Bockhampion with some of those inland to
Toowooinba and with Townaville, Mackay and Calins
thrown in for good measure in the far norkh,

The result has been invaluable in widening my
apnreciation of the effecliveness of the principles
for which this movement stands, My observations may
be helpful to those pot able to supplement itheory
with practical observation,

Our fandamental clalms are that faxation or rat-
ing of site-values will indoce holders to put land to
best economic uge at least to cover the iax while
the exemption of thelr bulldings and cultivation Ivom
rateg will encourage them to invest in Improvements of
varicus kinds.

Where these principles have been applied con-
tinuously for a long period of years it is reasonable

to expect some visual evidence of betier development

as compared with places taxing and rating buildings
and other improvements.

ite-value rating with exemption of buildings and
eultivation has been in forece for 48 venrs in New
South Wales and 68 years in Queensiand. That iz
iong enough 0 warrant expeciations of visible differ-
enees.  That there are in fzet substantial differences
{whether visible or not) is evident in siatisticsl returns
comparing development between the states,

My chservations are that development in New
Southk Wales and Queengland towns generally s
batter than for Victorian, They are more compact
and the larger ones have relatively little ribbon
development or distention of services because of
yacant lots scattered between buili ones. This is
characteristic of Victorian country towns of which
Mornington, Rosebud, Inverloch, Healegville, Lilydale
are examples, their shopping aress belng spread over a
yery long road irontage.

There are algo very few veally derelict buildings
i the ingersiate towns compared to Victorian, The
gifferences are particolarly notable in  extent of
modernization of shopping cendres with the intersiate
towns compared to Victorian towns of about the same
sige,

The best yvardstick to study the effects of exemp-
sion of buildings and other improvemenis from rates
and tazes iz the extent of modernization and re-
development of shops in the bnsiness ¢entres. Shops
are close together In a compact arvea and the effecis of

competition in bringing modernization are far more
rapid than with resideniial development.

There are two clear-cut stages of modernization
of shops that can be pin-pointed. The old angd now
ohsolete tyvpes had wood or stone frame windows and
verandahs supported by wood or ron pillars.

First stage of modernizafion was to supplant the
old with the new metal-framed windows., With these
came tiled fronts. The next siage was replacement of
the pillar supported verandahs with modern cantilever
types, There ave furthier refinements with offset win-~
dows and ofhers beyond these but the two hasic
stages are sufficieni to show some startling differences
in development between fhe towns according o
whether they exemot or tax Improveinents.

Clagsifying shops with metal-framed windows angd
cantilever verandahs as “modern’”; those with one
or the other but not both these stages as “semi-
modern” and those with boith wood-window-frames
apd pillar supported verandahs sz “obselete” surveys
were mads In many towns.,

It became immmediabely apparent that modernizs-
tion in N8 W, had gone 2 long way further than in
Victoria. There wers very few in the former with
pillar supported verandahs. There were pons at all
in Goulburn and only an odd two or three in many
others o glve an evidenees that b was not dus o
cotmnell by-laws prohibiting them. :

The actual technigue of the surveys was not de-
veicped untll the last of my tours, Hence the statis-
ties do not include some of the most highly modern-
ized of the towns according o my observations.

Among  those where modernization ang  re-
development had gone Turthest bul not coversd in the
tables were Tamworth, Bathurat, Lismore, Kstoomba,
Casine, Wollongong (WAW. and Warwick, Too-
woomba in Queenslang,

The surveys show the cxtent of modernization and
re~fdevelopment rsached after up to Lifty wvears of
sxemption of bulldings and improvements in the one
group compared with that uander lIoeal bazation of
morovements in the other,

The method does not distingnish between remodel-
Iing of old buildings and erection of new ones. New
bulldings are usually modern stvle hence the places
developing more rapidly fend o have s higher pro-
portion of “modern” shops. There is therefore some
rangs in the proportions within the groups

The number of towns studied are Inrge encugh
t0 enable reliakle conclusions to be drawn from com-~
parigons. These are made In groups according to the
number of shops contained in the business centres
of the towns.

For sach groop i iz seen thal where buildings
are exempt fthe proportion of fully “modsrnized”
shops iz nearly double that where they are taxed. On
the other hand the proportion of “obsolete” shops
where buildings are exemp. Is less than haif that
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: SHOP SUBVEYS IN PREOVINCIAL TOWHS
Showing How Exempiion of Baiidings from Batfes Has Siimwmiated Modernizailon of SBhopping Premises
&, VERY LARGE TOWHNS (MOEE THAN 80 SHOPH)

Hate
Township {hecked
BUMIAHNGE pXEMPYT FLROM BATES {(ULV)

MACEAY (Qand} .. o v e e e May, 56
TOWNSVILLE (land) . e cer oo e "
MARYBOROUGH (@iand)l .. o e e ;,
BOUTHPORT (QMand) . ol e v e i
ALBURY (NSW.) .. .. By, B4

GOULBUREN (B.8W.)
GOSFORD (MB3W.) . o e e e e "
GRAFTON (NAW.) (L o i et e e
WAGGA (HBW.) »
FRANESTON (Vi) e e e e June, 56
DANDENGNG (VI . 0 v v o oo o
CHELSEA (Vie) .. -
RINGWOOD (Ve .. .

BOHUCA (Vied Lo

HAMULTON (VIe} . .. o o o
PORTLAND OVie) . .. . . o e v

BUILDENGS RATEDR (M.AYV.

WANGARATTA (Vi) .. ey, BE

BENALLA (VILY L o o v s e e voe
CASTLEMAINE (VIC) o cn e e e s ies, BS
WARBAGUL {(Vic) May, 58
SALE (Vie Fune, 56
BMIILDVITRA (VIG) o i e e e e
WMOBNINGTON (Yiey . L . . . 2s
SHEPFARTOMN (Vie) .. .. ... . . ..
BYMETON (Ve 0 e r o e e s
BAIRNSDALE (Wic) May, 55
COLAC (Vie) . . e r e e oo July, 5
CAMPERIDOWN, (Viey . L o e e s

WARRNAMBOODL, (Vied .. .. .. ... .. 5

MARYBOROUGH (Vie) .. oo e e o ek, 56
ARBABRAT (Vied . . 0 e v e e 2
WONTHAGGT (Ve My, G

Average (38) L. o o e e e

Perpentage of Bhops which are:

Toial Shops Modern Hewd-  -Obspleds
Modern

156 T3 28 2 86 vrs, exernpldy
151 34 48 ¥ 66 s )
134 ay a3 4 @6, w3
164 47 Hi 332 o, o
i 88 78 4 48, w3
187 e iz )3 %, wo )
183 o 4 b4 48 o)
103 a7 18 25 48, P
154 T4 24 & 48, o 2
143 58 36 5 &s W
94 £ 24 3 35 o 4
42 84 14 [ @ w }
98 T8 14 13 {5, e
145 15 5% i) L I o
15} 56 28 22 s, i 3
113 a8 42 z3 3% . o}
134 82 il iz
15 36 43 a1
i35 A0 3 22
132 L¥3 39 A
108 A5 27 81
134 38 3 33
188 82 32 15
21 5% % 15
195 g1 a2 TF
123 7 28 4
134 A5 36 28
125 35 &2 24
43 19 a6 5%
e 50 2% patis
133 24 45 3
104 231 a4 15
a8 13 3 50
133 i 205 28

#Changed to U0V, n 18584 or 1985; part of developinent shown iz sinee {*ha,zige,
tAbnorma! Housing Commission development in these aress.

where they are taxed execept for the very smallest
townships where the difference iz not 50 marked.

YVicktorian municipalities rating site~-value for some
years show higher degree of modernization than where
buildings are rated. Their proportion of fully modern-
ized shops iz generally less than in M. 8. Wales, re-
flecting the fact that buildings are exempt from water
and sewernge rates in the Iatter Staie as well as from
general roles,

For space imitations only, the largest towns with
more than 90 shops are detalled in the table bhelow:

* * i

Californian sctentists
Sav that they have found
Eges aged forty-million vesrs
Underneath the ground:
There's always been an Egg Board,
Ang always there will be
‘Whils sges remain as dear fo you
As eggs are dear 36 me.

------ “gulietin”

Pioneers in Aastralia “had eosiablished private ownership of
miffions of acres of lend in an amazingly short fime.  They
brought to Australia the British legal systems, s governing ib-
stitutions and substantial shadoews of ils sccial higrarchy'—
S F Calrps, W.Com., MHER. for YVarrea,

T8d’s Mote Bt they falled 1o bring the best slement of the
feudal systemn wiere defence of the realm was a charge om
langd hniders.y

s £ £

Fundampenizl--"Let 1t be observed thai when land Is fazed
ne man is faxed; for the land producss, aecording io ihe law
of the Creator, more than the value of the laboor expended onm
1%, and on this account men are willing to pf},f, a rent for land—
¥, E. D@ve Apottizh Philosopher, (1850:, “Theory of Haman
Prrogression,”

e E k

Budgst Condenary—-MHEBW. revenue for 18556 was sgbout
£1,000000 of which tariff faxes brought in 2310006, Estinates
for 1858 inciuded £96,008 “for roads to the inderior” {and boost
the Wentworth land values) o be rajsed 23 a loan for public
works, but Uharlie Cowper :ald “many are prejudiced against
the systemm of direct taxation -—"Bulletin™ 10/10/88

{8ds Note~Tartfl taxes foy revenug wers then shuffled o
pe arilf taxes for “Protection” and new import restvictions are
Prohibdtion.
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SOUND PUBLIC FINANCE

Georglsts consider that in high lang prices we
have the key to the whole of the economic and pro-
duction problems Iacing Austraiia.

Land is too dear to purchase for farming — too
dear for home sites — too deay for factory and shop
sites.

Under our present systern of financing develop-
mental works and ralsing Government revenme, all
developroental works such as railways, rrigation pro-
Jects, ete., increase the price of land,

The very incresse in population inereases the
price of land. Ag one man vory apily put i, land
values follow 2 man lHke his shadow. Hvery new
family in Australiz creates a greater demand for
goods and services as well az for 3 home site.

fiven subsidies and guaranteed prices  increase
the price of land. Let uz fake zn exampis,

e Some dalry farmers feel that they are net getbing
a sufficient price for their butter, so the Government
is approached and a3 campaign launched for a sube
sidy on butter. As soon as It becomes apparent that
4 subsidy is to be paid, butter production becomes
more attractive. More people will desire dalrying
land and of course those already owning the lang
wiil require a greater inducement o gell their property.
S0 the price of dairying land increases and any
neweomner 1o the butier Industry is in 3 worse postbion
because of the increased land prices, than if the sub-
sidy had never been pald,

The subsidy has not been very helpful o the
galrying industry despite the fact that it costs the
taxpayer morée than £15 million pounds aonually.
According to the 1955 year book there were Z00,000
iess dairy cows in Australls in 1953 than there were 14
yearg earlier. Weither does the subsidy help the Ausi-
ralian consumer, the price of dairy produce iz too
gh for {he sverage Wwage earner to purchase ns
much as he should or would Hke o

Developmental works such as railways, irrigation,
ete., Inerease land prices, The inecreases ars far
greater than the capital cost of the works; for ex-
ample, the railway to the Mallee cost £2 million and
increagsed land values by more than £8 millicn,

A year ago the enlsrgement of the Bildon Weir
was completed at a cost of £24 million, This will en-
able an extra £20 million worth of produce to be pro-
duced each year, consequently land prices will increase
at least 10 iimes the amount of incressed anntal
prodaction,

Under our preszent methods of finance, four fifths
of the cost of the irrigation works are borne by the tax-
‘payers while ag a result of this project alone £300 million
will go into the pockeis of private land holders. ‘This
will make the price of irrigated land oo dear for new
farmers {0 purchase, Irrigated land in the Weribee
district recently sold for as much as £800 per acre.

It 1s not oonly the actual water user who benefiis
through Irrigation. New townships spring up, old
townships treble in size with some shop sites sciling
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for hundreds of pounds per foot, and then exirs
business gees through the city of Melbourne, Accord-
ing to official valuations, 70% of the land values in
the Btabe are in the cities and towns,

MNow what is the Georgean remedy? We 40 nnt
claim that land should be mationalised or socialised,
but we do claim that because the sypendifure of pub~
itc mondes has incressed land values, the land owner
shovld condribute fowards the capital cost of the
works,

A State Developmenial Fund shonld he sstablished
to meet the interest and sinking fund charges of
all Btaie Developmental works. Thiz fund to he
financed by a land tax levied upon the unimproved
or bare site value of land. This tax to levied at a
flat rate in the pound of value of gl lang in the
gtate without any graduations or exemptions,  This
would enable the crippling tazes on industry io be
reduced. With a land tax to pay, no one could afford
to hold land cut of use, so the land specnlators would
e foreced ool and move land would become availabie
to genuine land users, ab lower price. The costs of
production wounld aiso be reduced and the public
would reap some of the benefit of the puble works
Programims., .

The reduction in subwrban land prices would
stimulate home building and the cheaper Tactory sites
would leave more money ic be zpent on machinery,
plant and raw maberials.

With the railways relieved of capital costs, freights
and fares could be reduced as they would only have
tr meet the aciual ronning costs, In the past, road
iransport has been resiricted, taxed and BYEN Dpro-
hibiied in order to force business to the ratlways, bud
with the raiflway finances on g soungd footing, road
transport could be left free 4o compete, the public
would then get the benefit of both 2 competitive
service and competitive prices—LFR.

P PUT IT TO YOU
MNationzl Breadeast Diseussion

Arrangements have been made between the Aust.
Broadeast Commission and the Australian School of
Social Bcisnce to record a programme using the mem-~
bers of the School as an sudience ot which Mr. B2, W. C,
Anderson, Tariff Officer of the Associated Chambers
of Manufactures will put the case “That Tariif Pro-
tection Is & National MNecessity.” ,

His falk will occupy about six minnies followesd
by comments and guestions from the andienes

The programme will be recorded and rebrosd-
cast on Wednesday, 12th December, at £.15 . on
2BL and other national velay stations throughout
the Commeonwealth. In 31l it will socupy about 48
minutes,

This will be wed worth Istening to.

& #* 5

Flanned Beonomy~—Road Transpord Development I8 sup-
poried by @ road maintenance tax — eg., on trocks losded with
19 tons of onions. & truck foad with 10 tons of eankifiowsrs is
exgmpt. “What Goess On?"—"Argus” 20/7/56.

iPeter Golding comupents; “Which obvlously explains why
onions make you weep ™l

[
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SITE - VAL

FROGRESS
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Wizjor Extensions to Watber, Hewerage and Irrigatisn

The lagt month has seen several developments of
first magnitude in the extent of site-value raling in
Vietoria. The first of these has besn the adoption
of site-value for water and sewerage rating in twso
Victorian municipalities following the recent suCcooss-
ful poils.

For most Vietorian mmunicipalities water and
sewerage services sre handled by separate trusts and
not as part of the normal council funckions. The
composition of the frusts varies in many cagses being
composed of the members of the council meeting on
a separsie occasion and thus being technically a
separate body although in fact the samme personnel.

Tt amending water and sewerage Achs Were
passed in 1946 thase water and sewerage bodies had
no powers to adopt site-value rafing. With the smend-
ments those distriets which had adopted aite-value
rating for councl purposes were given the option of
using that basls alse for water and sewersge.

The metropolitan councils whose water and
sewerage services were under fhe Melbourne and
Metropolitan Board of Works were exclnded from
this option. This restricted the nombers which could
take advaniage of it, particularly since there were
not many country iowns possessing sewerage rating
site~value,

Sale City should have put fhelr water rates o0
site-value but did not do so. Although ihe raiing noil
nad been earrisd by & o 1 the majority of coun-
cillors and the ftown clerk remained hostile 0 shtg
yalue rating.

d'his year demands for pols specifically covered
water and sewersge as well g genersi rates. Mildursa
Clity announced before the pell that if it were carried
sewerage rates would be put on ihe sibe-value Dasis
ag well a3 general rates. This hag now bef 3 done,

Wangaratia has now decidsd to pl.oce ibs waker
and sewerage rabtes on the site-value asls,  Armrab
alse had decided to put its wabter vab :on site-value
but this is deferred as described lat r

The other major development has been the
ghange-over to sife-value rating by the State Rivers
and Water Supply Commissipn for s irrvigation disi-
rints. This is easily thie most Important development
in Victoria for many vears. Thege various develon-
ments are dealt with in more detail slsewhere & thds
issue.

WANGARATLA

Wit only thiree diszentients Wangaratia Waler
syeast and the Sewerage Authority decided to levy their
rates on site-valne instesd of pet anntual value. The
dissentients were Commissioners Bicknell, Lowe and
Bichards,

Commissioner Howeli moved and Donovan seeonded
the change. The latter pointed out the poll had been
carried by 4 to 1. He said he realised that some neople
would suffer by the change but we mnust have prog-
ress.

Oommissioner &, Jackell said he would support the
new scheme “on principle”

Closing the debate Copnmissionsr Howell claimed
that the new rate would necessitate his paying moie,
but he felt the scheme should be adopted as a result
of the poil.

MELTURA

Mildura City decided to girike its first site~-value
vate ab 84, in the £ of .0V, and the sewerage rate av
2id. in the £ We expect great demvyelopment in hoth
wildurs and Wangarabta with the simost corplete
cxemption from rates on improvements.

That the results {or Milddra have been great and
immediate is shown by ihe building permis figures
quoted clsewhere for the wo months which have
elapsed since the changs. :

: ABABAT

This City decided to change o site~-value rating
hy its own resoluiion the depision not being rhailenged
py ratepayers with a demand for a poll

However it was later pointed ouf that the pro-
cedure laid down had not been fully complied with
by the Council, mainly because the full walpation
details had not been available for ingpection for the
fall time atiowed. The Council therefore got advice
shat it would be unwise to strike s rate on stte~
galue phis year,

It decided to defer implementation Eill next year.
However, the Mayor (Or. De Crespigny) made i guite
ciear in the daily press that they Intend %o g0 ob
with the change next year nsging the vairation taken
for thiz year.

The delay iz regretiable particularly since the
council had slready decided to pui s waler raies
an the site-value basis.

TRARALGON SHIRE

A move has been made o demand p site-value
rabing poll in Traralgon Shire, 97 miles from Mel-
hourne. Fhe General Council for Rating REelorm con-
vened a meeting of those interested in seeking rate
yeliof for home-owners by pressing for this change

11 was attended by 40 persons of whom 27 signed
the register of foundation members. An sxecuiive
was formed and petition forms distributed among those
present for collection of zignatures Lo comrnencs,

WORTHOOYE CITY

A peiition is now in civeulation here fur a farther
site-value rating poll and will be presented in Decem -
ber, This is the only municipality in Australia which
nas reverted afier using site-value rating.

The main reason for reversion iay in the aliered
hasiz of voling in reversion polls by which houses
earry less votes and vacant iand more, But i addition
the claim was made that rates go up under site~value
more rapidly than under net annual value.

The falsiby of this is now evident in Northoote,
sinee the N.AY. rate has risen sinee reversion from
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2/11 to 3/9 per £ on a valuation more than double

that ander 7.0V,

FEENTREE GULLY SHIBE

Here again there is g nucleus of persons desiring
te press for change to site-value rating and ihe
CGieneral Council for Rating Reform has convensd a
meeting o bring them together to form a loeal
organization.

PROGRESS
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MOVES FLEEWHERE

Othier places in which inltiation of petitions is
eithar undsr way or belng considered are shires of
Maffrs, Lilydale, Mornington, Flinders, S8wan Hill Bor-
ough. Polls held over from this vear will be faken
in 1987 in Keilor and Wodonga Shires and in Won-
thaegei Borough. The lagt is apparently » plebis-
cite decided upon by the councll not as 5 result of
petition,

=

State Rivers and Water Supply Commission

CHANGES

We are pleased to report thai the Btate Rivers
and Water Supply Comumission has now decided tfo
change to the Site-Value {unimproved capital value)
rating basis.

This decigion was made after ascertaining the
views of the Advisory Boards of the various lrrigation
districts. Of those expressing preferenices, 11 favoured
gite-value while 7 favoured net anpual value as the
raking basis.

A Turther Important factor in the decision was
the data suppiled by the General Council for Rating
Reform giving the results of the most recent poils
in districts rating site-value, showing that the very
great majority of vofers in recent polls favoured
Unimproved Capital Value Rating,

Below is s summary of the ratings for the various
districtz as now made for 1956/57:

T OSIFE-VALUE RAYTING

classification of the lands — the classifications being
based on service given by channels and drains.

In addition to the general and drainage raies,
irrigators in thess digtricts all pay for waier on the
basis of 30 much per acre-foot of their waler rights
and any additionsl waler purchased under sales con-
ditions,
rates will amount to a total of £192,869 for the veay
1956/57 and the revenue from water rights and sales
of water is sstimated to amound 0 a further £848.301.

It should be noted that the charges for waler
rights are iIn accordance with our principles in them-
selves for they are s charge based on the amount of
water the gwner s entitied fo draw irrespective of
whether he does or does not draw $hat amount.

Yindeveloped land with an enbitlement to draw
water I8 ohvicusly much higher in sale value due

Sehedale of Commissions Districts in Which Rates for 1556/57 arve Being Assessed on Unimproved @ammi

Falues
Bates 1856757 Estbmaied
Yatuation Lreneral Thralunge Baevenue  Additional
HBystem Hren OV, Hads Fate from  Hevenus from
Hange Range Hates  WWater Highis
& Hales
{a0res) i in £ in g £ £
Supplied freom Goulburn  Sysiem
(13 districts) . . . L2704 13,007,091 i ~Rel 154 44 86600 284,064
Bopplied from Yarmwmaga Wﬁ!i’
Murray Valley ... ... 287,384 2,133 684 i s 8,785 88,130
Sapplied from Tarmmbaxry Sy%—
iem
(8 distriels) o e e e 31,210 2,714 518 i -2l Zif . 23,823 139,581
Southern Distrieis
(& gistriets) ... .. 148,094 §.590.143 14, 5.-3d. 38,295 B3 155
Supplied Drect from me Mum‘z} :
4 districts) ... .. oo . 35,750 12165%‘%1 Zd. 4t 4,183 250,057
Fotals
(30 Yreigation Distrieizs) ... .. 2,068,362 28,285 627 T2, fi-Ed. 192,863 2462 527
Carrormn Drainsge District iBg80 | 1,253,454 s Bd. 14,236 fees
GEAND TOTALR 2,085,342 2,485,081 Rd.-2d. B, 27,365 862,599

The irrigation districts now brought to the site-
value rating basis eover a total ares of 2,069,362 acres
and the properties concerned have Unimproved Capital
Valuaition totalling £28,283627.

In these gdistricts the general rates now struck
on site-value range from 1d, to 24 in the £, and the
drainage taies from 44. to 4d. in the £ Hating is not
uniform throughout each disirict but varies with the

to that entitlement. Being undeveloped there wili be
no water drawn for such land and if water charges
were based onply on water drawn such Iands ould eon-
tribute nothing more than the rate. By charging ac-
gording to thelr walter eniitlement ihey pay their
fare share.

AMNMNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOW DUE

In fthese districts the general and dralaage
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POVERTY —

It is several wears since “The Geography of
Hunger” by Josue de Casiro, 4 Braziian, formerly head
of F.AQ., was published, and a brief review appesred
in “Progress” soon after the book was avallable. The
book is so Informative and stimulating, however, that
it iz worthwhile preseniing some of its detalls at
greater langth,

Two-thirds of the worlid's population Hve in a
permanent state of hunger. Hunger (like, we may
add, the land guestion) has been directly avoided
in digcussion, for reasons not difficwli to ascertain,

De Castro poinis out that, according to cormpetent
suthorities, 16 billion acres can be culbivated on the
earth’s surface — roughly § acres for every individual
Yei eultivated land bhad not (about 19506) reached
g pillien acres, ov one-eighth of the earth’s nabural
possibilities. de Castro insists that the problem is
of distribution rather than production, and poinds
that primitive human groups often do not reveal signs
of dietary deficlencies; it is when Jdifficuliies of
distribution of natural wealth occur that hunger
ADPRATS.

WMalthusianism iz vigorously vepudiated. Not with-
out foundation does de Casiro suggest that the
guilty may be those who “go in for neo-Malthusian
theories while they defend and benefit from the lm-
perialist type of economy.” He considers that long-
range predictions of population changes are pure
speculations and of no practical value,

De Castro debunks alarm at soil erosion, adeguate
protective measures are quite practicabls. He refers
to the Vellow River Valley in China; the river carries
away 25 million tons of soll each vear. ¥et for 5000
years 5 human anthill has Hved there, on the basis
of agriculiure,

Far more sericus, de Casiro contends, is the ervs-
ion of hamans through hunger. In the Far East,
9 per cent. of the population are undernourished; in
Latin America two-thirds. (fn BEngland before World
War II it was 50 per cent).

Erom 20 years' experience obhserving nutrition
problems in Brazil snd also his Writed Matlons ex-
perience, de Castro asserts that hunger, though aniver-
sal, is nobt due ¢ natural necessity. His thesis is
that overpopulation does noé cause hunger, it that
starvation is the cause of overpopulation. (He bullds
ap a strong case for causally relating low protgin
consumption with a high birth rate)

At present 300 million people have maisria:
fanlty diet of course plays its part as a cause. These
anfortunate people are too weak o work, If malaria
were ended, more conld fake part in the battie against
nunger. Hunger, of course, may be gualitative as
well as quantitative.

The interesting fact is guoted that the world
nas 350,000 vegetable species, bui only 600 are cul-
tivated by man. The diet af a small Afvican “primid-
e’ community mcludes 114 species of fruit, 46 of
iegurninous seeds, and 47 of greens; compars with the
diet of “civilized” man. Reference Is made io the
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IDESPREAD, BUYT UMNECESSARY

wide ranges of diseases caused by hunger. de Castro
comsiders that faulty diet may often cause apparsnily
undesirable character iraits and also so-called “racial”
characteristics like temperament and stature.

An Instance of the deisleripus sffect of sconumic
fartors was the elimination of pelisgra in two United
States orphanages, but then the reqguired protein foods
to maintain this conguest were too expensive!

in South America, de Castro considers that lata-
fundia are an imporiant cavse of the apalling dietary
deficiencies there prevailing. In Buenos Alres, 320
aristocratic families, in a population of 34 million,
monopolize 40 per ceut. of the land. In Curics prov-
ince, Chile, 437 plantations take up 2% per cent, of
the land, leaving 1Y per cent, of the province for
5,037 small propristors. These are only two of =
nuraber of instances whers monopcly of land sand
natural resources eoxists: this i3 accompanied invapr-
iably by shocking distary conaditions.

De Casbro considers that the United Siates policy
in Central American couniries of supporting great
jandholders has markedly contributed to the per-
gistence of poverty in this arsa. The United Staces
techniesl proficiency has doniribufed litile ulthmately
because it has been counteracted by political and econ-
omle faciors.

He znlso mentions the well-known faet that after
the liberation of the West Indies slaves, the great
tandowners erected a thousand obstacles to keep the
“free” negro from growing his own food; thus shey
managed to shackle the slaves anew, and kept them
an the plantations working at starvation wages. This
ilpsirates, of course, the general truth that political
freedom is a mockery and a farce withoul free access
to natural resources.

Jayngaira hasz better dietary conditions than other
British colenies of the Caribbean; this is assoclated
with 8 more eguitable distribution of land.

Concerning Puerto Rico, de Casiro comments:
“ . the imost destitute people under the American
flag® and guobes Preston James — “in no smail part
the poverty of the people iz due io the fact Hhat
Puerto Rico is behind the tariff wall of the United
atates” (Protected, no doubt, from the perils of
prosperity!) He guotes also the American notritico-
igt, N. C. Sherman, who said that he had nevey seen
any place in the world “whers the profits of & vich
land go into so few pockets (largely those of absenfees)
and the people who work the land are not only kept
go poer in money, but alse ave 50 inadequately Ted
and housed.”

e reveasls hunger in southern U84 as 3 mat-
made plapus, even though the region is eminentiy
suited by nature to the production of adeguaie food
supplies. The scopomic troubles of the south, aris-
ing from eolonialism and slavery, nas been impover-
ished in modern times by the activities of land specu-
ingors. OF the 2 million familizs Hving In the Southern
tynited States cotten belt, de Castro states, more
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than half own no land. The share-éropping system
oitenn results in people not gediing encugh o eat.
The power of land monopoly to promote dietary
disease 1s demonstrated by the fact restrictions were
imposed on slaves and later ienants against using the
land for raiging fruit and vegeiables.

De Castro glates that the nuiritional situation in
this area since 1800 has been worse than that of slaves
in colonial times; lamd exploitation alse led o ex-
pulsion of large mumbers of tenants and share ¢rop-
pers. However, in recent vears there have been im-
provements,

“Greography of Hunger” is an cutstanding book., It
seientifically analyses g great social wrong, and is
writben with the moral indignation of one who holds
the conviction that this should noi, must nof, be so.
It contains a mine of information on dist, economic
geography, political history, and recend seientific ad-
vances in agriculfure and allied fields. Despite the
apparent fallure to recognize the public collection of
ground rents as the remedy for land monopoly,
Greorgists must be grateful for the convinging de-
bunking of the “BMalthusian scarecrow,” for the
demonsiration of the pernicious effects of trade ras-
trictions, and above all for the sztensive exposure of
the eviis of land monopoly.

MILDURA CITY BUILDING BOOST

Tinsoliciled Testimony to Sile-Value Baiting

“Synrayeia Daily,” (12/11/58) under the heading
“Mildura City Building Boost Under Rating Eysiem”
gives the following building development figtires for
the months of Sepiember apd Cetober under the
change tc site-value rating glving oredit $o that
change as cause, i

“Increased home building activiby ai Mildura bhas
follogwed Midura City Councils changeover o unlm-
proved capital vaiue rating.

- Both nomber and value of hwuses 1o be bullt have
increased in comparison with average ligures for
building permits issued during the first six months of

the wyear,
C Homs bnilding permits issued by councH for Oo-
toher — the first full month since the new system

was introduced — tolalled £30,704. Ten perinils were
issned for the month Lo howe builders.

For the first six months of this year council
issued 32 permits for homes costing g total of £90.000.
Broken down, thege figures represent a monthiy
ayverage of 533 new homes built from January to June
at a cost of slightly morve than £2,800 each.

Het only was nearly double this number of homes
built in October but thelr average cost of £3.079 was
almost £300 more,

Suppsriers of U0V rating claimed before fhe poll

that increzsed home bpilding would follew itz

adopticn.

Apart from home bullding, permits were issusd
for renovations and additions o homes and a permit
eranted for a recreation hall”
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It might be added that the day before the poll
the Barnia Packing Coy. applied for s permit to bulld
& new packing house to cost £60,000.

ECOMOMIC PRACTICE EXPLAINED

Prof, Harold J. King holds the chalr of Economics
at Dnguesne University, Pittsbure, U84 He wrote
oh 8th March, 1956, {0 explaln why instruciion In
seonomics is se inferior {o that whish prevaills in
enginesring.

1. There i no econcmics laboratory to serve in
the elimination of absurd theories and the prackibion-
ers who hold them. With no such laboratory ta con-
tend with the chicanery of superior intellects such
as Marx and Eeynes can find ready victims.

Z. Many economists take a look at the trengd and
conclude that the path of persons! progress must be
paved with bricks of conformity.

3. Many congcilentions practifioners see in ihe
tegehings of Marg-Eeynes 5 note of charity., They
tell us that we should develop g “eollective consclence”
They forget that charity has to do with individus!
voluntary giving.

4. Many conscieniious practitionsrs see In Mars-
Keynes z note of justice. For it is a point of Com-
munist ethics that goods should be distributed ac-
cording o need,

5. Al sucecessful politicians in the United Statles
know that the depression and hydrogen bomb have
infected the electoraie with 2 security craze. Ecomomic
practitioners have not been Immuneg and instead of
poiniing the way o genuine security they stand
idle while citizens trade more of Their sconomic freo-
dom for a false security marketed under the name
of “gsocial security.”

Marx might complain about the pace of ouy
“mrogress,” bul he could certalnly have no moan about
the direction in which we are moving,

HAVE YOU READ . .. ..

Progress and Poverty, by Henry George. Condsnsed
edition. 7/6 {(Postage 84,3,

The Wages of Labour, by Henry George. &1 (Posgi-
age 3id.).

Calling Al Citizens {(Justice Parly Brosdeasts), 6d,
(Postage 334.).

The NLand Question and Cheiziiapn Justize, by Rev.
W, H. Howard., 44, (Postags 3240,

Mupicipal Jusiice (The Case for Site Valus Rafing,
by K. J. COraigie 84 (Postage 334.).

The ¥Fallacies of Prolection, by B J. Ceaigie. 54
{Postage 33d.).

Bignificant Paragraphs from *Progress snd Poverty”
Hedected snd compiled by Prof. Harry Connison Brown,
ad. (Postage 6d.).

Divtator Demoerst. (How Bauality of Opporiunity
Brings Freedom), By L. H Borens and Ignaihy Singer.
8d. (Postage 33d..

Public Charges sm Land Values, (4 Biudy of the
BEffects of Local Goverransnt Rating Systems Upon the
Social and Beonomic Development of the Australian
States 64 (Postase 34,

Avallable from Herry George League, 13 Georss
Parade, Blelbourne, O
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Notes From Various Sourvces

MAMB.W, Adviee.“If It is within your financisl resources,
always purchase land in areas where sewerage snd water f{aciiif-
ieg are Inimediniely svallable: thers are over 12000 wvacant
blocks of land in the Grester Melbolrne arez which gome under
this eategory” Mr. PFrank J. Foy, of Beal Bstate Institute
comments: “These will obvicusly be inors expensive than the cut-
lving unsewersd agreas—-SAge” 12/3754.

{8ds gmery~Then why, oh why, dogs BMeitro Board aveid
Site~value rating a3 basis of ifs charges? Are somes com-
rofssioners implicsted in iand specufation with these vacant
blocks?

kS -

Mervie Engﬁaﬁffw-{)ur peasaniyy and artisans once had a
cultare. They knew bow io cook, to eat, to converss, and ic
enjoy thelr leisure. But by the desiruction of ocur country-
side through ithe Enclosurs Aets and the driving of Hs inhabit-
ants into the sluzss of the indusirial towns, this colture was forn-
up and they were reduced {0 2 rootless smorphous and disease-
ridden mass."—CGerald Brenan of Manchester Gusrdian.

k- k2 k3

Hobart Bridges-Mr. Orchard, ML.C, stated that the “Sunny-
iands” Estate was purchased for £13.000 betfore the Hobart Bridee
was built, and fthat the purchasers, incduding thres Labor poli-
ticians, sold fhe Esiate back to the Goverment for home bulld-
ing for £72,000.

Mr. J. Heekley {Queenstown) comments: “This unearnsd
increment should have gone into the puhblic freasury, oot the
land speoulators. Lebor policy has besn amended to suylt the
diseiples of monopoly—“Hzaminer,” (Launceston), Z7/4/56

o & k
Storekeepers — e you one of that necessary band of the
self-employed, working lomg howrs and conscripted by the
Governmenl b0 colieck Sales Tax from yvour sustomers? You
knmow how heavy itaxaiion binders business, how Covernment
Arbitration makes service ever more diffienit. The only sclution
is the complete slimination of the Sales Tax—J. M. Afkinson,

#* + k3

Munieipal Fustice: No community ean fustly take 2 revenus
from a man-made improvement, or faill 1o take & revenus from
ihe land value itsell has cresled—"Denver Dizest” (TLEA),
AU f86. .

[Bds Wote—~This theme iz developed fully In a boolkles,
“Municipal Justice” by E J. Craigle. Price % pence posted from
this office. Stamps accepted. Send now.]

# * #*
Guestion~"When Mr. Menzies promised to put value back
into the Australlan ‘pound’ did he Imve in mind the ‘pound
of potats, pumpkin and ocion?’—Senator Ashley, 3G/9/58.
[Bd's Hole~~Menzies “sguibbed” on that quesiion for his
Senate spokesman gave no reply.l

¥ k3 &

“Endredocing Bingwosd” -~ An excellent brochure put ont
by local Chamber of Commerce, shows that ergction of Houses
has increased 3% tines in psagd eight years. (1947-19553.

[Ed's Note—Four years ago the citizens by poll changed
municipa! rating system from a burden tax on buildings to be
a stimulating freedom for improvers.  Oroydon, take notel

& k- 4 o

Proporfionzl Hepreseniation Is the systemn designed to secure
cquality of representafion for egual sections of politieal thought.
PR, provided for majority rule and for minoity representation.
P.R. took the powsr of sclection of meombers out of ths hands
of the upderground comtrollers in the political parties and
placed 1t In the hands of ihe elactors, who shonld always have
control—E, J. Cralgie, Pormer MP., (Scuth Austraiia)

{Ed's Note—Fremier Plaviord and kis Tory-tvpe Liberals
are o minority group nuding by mis-representstion)

HENRY GEORGE JUSTICE PARTY.

Broadonst Besslon, 308 each Bundey, 12310 pan
Dormmittes Meeting, Priday. 8th February, at £ pm

PROGRESS

December, 1956-Fanaary, 1857

j o ;
¢ Hadio Broadeast Session
Conducied weekly by speakers of the Henry
George “Justice” Parly from
BADIO STATIONS 2DB & ILE
Every Bunday at 18 minutes past nooan, ;
LISTEN AND ASK YOUR FRIENDS TG LISTEN |
Dongtions {o the Broadceast Pung will be
appreciated,

EXTENSION OF BREGADCASTS y
Evening breadeasts have now commenced from
Btations (DB & 3K
af three-weekly intervals, Next being-—
Wednesdays, Znd & 234 January, 19587, at
1895 pan,

Donations to the Broadeast Fund ape
§ : lnviteg ;

mwnmwummmmmmmmm&mwnnmmmmmwummmcﬂmmmmmﬂmmmmwwm

HENRY GEORGE LEAGUE AFFalRS

Annual Gesneral Meeling

The Annusl! General Meeting of members will be
held on Tuesday evening, February 15th, 1857, at 745
pam. in the Henry George League rooms, 18 Ceorge
Parade, Melbourne. Make a nots of the date and be
sure to attend,

Noeminations for Execuniive

Nomingtions are calied for election to the Eweru-
tive to be held at the Annual Meeting, ¥ominations
tor the thirteen vacancies should be in the hands of
the Secretary by Februoary &in. They shovld be
seconded, and bear endorsement of consent by the per-
son nominated. Blection is by proportional representa-
tion, the offices of President, Vice-Presidents and
Treasurer being filled from {he Fxecutive membhers,

Mr. B. J. Crowe has indicated he will not be avaii-
able 0 continue as Honorary Secretary next vear, so
nominations are called also for this speriBe office at
the same time.

Erxecuilve Meetings
The Executive will meet on Tuesday, January 22nd
1857, and on Tuesday, Febroary 5th, 1957, ot §.45 pam.

Chrizstmas Clesare
The League rooms will be closed from Monday, De-
comiber Z4th, and will reopen on Monday, January 7th,
1387,

HEMRY GEORGE LEAGUE

ig Greorge Pavade, {(off 112 Collins Street, near RMussell Streel),
Melbourne, C.1. Telephone: MF 4535 Hon. Secretary, Mr. B 4
Crows; Office Supervisor, Mrs. Jones.

The Annval Membership Pee Is s minirouwm of £1.

The subscription to Journsl “Progress’” iz 2/~ [EP ARG,

SBtamps Avcepiabie,

¥ you appreciate this Journal, vou are invited {o obtaln new
subscribers,

Wext Executive Meeling, Tussday, 22nd January, 1957, and
Tuesday, 5th Febyruary, at 648 pin.

Arnual General Meeting, Tuesday, 19th Pebrusry. 1957, ai
3 om.
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