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HENRY GEORGE AND HIS PHILOSOPHY o

Bury the noble dead!

Ne hood-stnined fields were lis.
His sword—his mighty pen;

iz victories—FPreedom, Peace.

He sought not fame nor peower,
Yei his sre power and fame.
He muver the world this bour,
And millions bless biz name,

The millions vet fo be
Sh th i1 he tamght;

33 v ity

Shall by that fruik be brought.

He saw, where sages falled,
Mep’s egual rights on earih
Are with their right to Hfe
By viriue of thelr birtd.

He taught she rights of men,
He faught men mors. He taught
How vight st be shiained.
How justice must be wrought.
His great, warts heart beat trme
For aarth’s gppressed and psor;
His glad evange! lves
Deliverance to ensare,
Bury the noble dead!
Upon his honoted grave
The tears of wmillions shed
Attest his power o kave.
Bary the noble dead!
His doctrineg will endure,
Earth's golden zge shall dawn—
There shall be no more poor!

Once more this planet has swung through
space, and once again Geopgeans throughout
the world are commemorating the birth of the
greatest economist of modern times. Henry
George was born at Philadelphia on September
a’ 1839. Starting life as an office boy, he, at

e age of sixteen, shipped as a_sailor before
Bhermes A ing. #4750 Yo Australis
hie lesrned the printer’s trade in Chiladelphia,
and then went fo sea again, In 18358 he joined
a goid-seeking expedition for the Frazer River,
sut the party was not suceessful, so0 George
returned o San Francisco, where he scop after-
wards married, where all his children were
born and where his career gs z prophet began.
For a time he endured galling poverty. Its
severity may be judged by an incident he
related to = friend & long timae after its occor-
rence. His second child had just been born.
The prostrate mother was literally starving, So
was the new-born babe, Every resource secns
to have failed, and George was pushed by his
affections to the very verge of despsir. In thig
fraxe of mind he walked out wpon the sireet,
determined to get money frome the first man
whose appearance indicated that he had it fo

spare. He sfopped a stranger and asked for
five dollars. The stranger enquired what it
was for. “I told him,” said Gecrge, “that my

wife wag confined and that I had nething to
give her to eat. He gave me the money, If he
had not, T think I was desperate emcagh to
have killed him.” Gseorge’s poverty couid not
be charged te indolence or thrifflessness, He
was a hard worker, was given to no vices, and
was extremely sensitive to all his responsibil-
ities. He only happend to be ome of the unfor-
iunate muititude who suffered privation in
San Frapeisco when times were hard. Ii was
the poverty of disordered social and industrial
conditions. As George began to use his pen,
however, his circumstances improved. George
had been a great reader, and was a keen stu-
dent. The extremes of wealth and poverty
axrested his atiention. He wondered how the
producing class could remain the poor class as
productive power increased and material pro-
gress went on. That was George’s problen.
It was not the bare problem of poverty, as
some have supposed, but the problem of persis-
tent poverty of the great mass of the produc-
ing elagses i the midst of abundant products
and [n spite of advancing productive power.
Nor was thiz problem altogether s material
one. “For poverty.” as George subsequently
wrote, "is not merely deprivation: if means
shame, degradation; the searing of the most
sensitive part of our moral and mental nature
as with hot irens; the denial of the strongest
impulses and the sweetest affections; the
wrenching of the most vital nerves. You love
your wife, you love your children; but would

?

it not he easier to gee them die fhan to see
them reduced to the pinch of want in which
layge classes of every civilized commmunity
live?” The awful paverty George witnessed
i New York stirred snd awakened the pro-
phet in the man, “When I first 1'eaii§ed the
sgualid misery of a great city,” he writes, “it
appailed and tormented me. and would not lat
me rest, for thinking of what caused it and
how could it be cured.” Thenceforth he dex-'gted
Lis life to a systematie study. that he might
solve the problem, and, when he bhad selved it
ard given his selution its logiral demonstra-

"1 STAND FOR MEN.”—Henry Geerps

tion iIn an attractive }iterary setting, he dedi-
cated the remainderrof his life—come good

the verily of his conslusions upon the public
mind. “What, when our times comes, doet it
matter,” he asks. “whether we have fared
daintily or not, whether we have worn soft
raiment or not, whether we leave & great for-
tuce or nothing at al, whether we shali have
reaped bonours ¢r been despised, have beey
counrted learned or ignorant--as compared with
how we may have used that talent which has
been entrusted fo us for the Master's pervice?
What shall it matier, when eyeballs glaze and
ears grow dull, if out of the darkness may
atretch a hand, and into the silefice may come

& voice: ‘Well done, thou good and faithful

servant”” With such a consecration in his
life, Hetwy George became, if you please, “the
prophet of San Francisco,”

And what is the essence of Henry George’s
philosophy. Hes believed, with all his soul
believed, that he had found the way, and the
oniy way, Lo rid civifization of its cancer—its
extremes of wealth and want, that leads some
te the madness and destruction of vanity, and
muititudes into the suffering and brutishness
of poverly. He believed the remedy iay in
making sll men equal before Nature by the
simple process of letting any whe would, hold
Iand, but compelling them to pay its entire rent
into the public treasury. Each paving the full
value of all the land he held, there wonld be no
object in holding land not at once t¢ be used,
or in not using land te its highest capacity. On
the contrary, all Iand in possession, whether
used or unused, being compelled to Field to the
State its full apnusl valve, the man who held
valuable land idle would find he had to pay as
heavily on it as H he had put the land to its
highest usge, sinee the value of the land
itself, not ifs produce, would he the thing
to be taxed. Taking land rent would dis-
courage—-wowld kifl—land monoply. Enor-
mous guantities of land—in cities, towns and
villages, in agricultueal, timber. mining, and
grazing regions—would be thrown opem to
users. That is, land—gooed, zccessibie, vaiu-
able Iand—now held out of use in the expecta-
tion that inmereasing popuiation will be com-
pelied to pay a large advance for it, would
become cheaper and easier to get. And sinee
all men are land users in some form, this would
be & common benefit, Land being at the base
uf all production, all predactien would be won-
derfully stimulated; and doubly siimulatad

—pimen-or AR sl

when, the revenus received from ground rents
being sufficient to satisfy the needs of govern-
ment. all other taxes cculd be remitied.  This
wonld remove a mountain of taxation frem the
shoulders of Labor X vwould concenirate the
revanue of the rent of land. It would, in effect,
give to the producer the full mensure of what
he produced; while he that would not work,
neither sheuld he eat. Then there would be

-ne--gpectacte- of some- men- ricting in super-

abundance, and other men—willing ard andous
fo work-—unable to find oppertunity to work.
Then some would pet be landlords and others
landless. Then all would be equal before
Nature—all would have the same right to land.
Present titles could rematn, but the rent would
be shared by all. Such as possessed land, hav-
ing any advantage, would pay the equivaient
of the advantage in the shape of rewt Inic the
commen coffer. This order of things would
bring forth a race of free, independent, self-
respecting, and high-spirited nien, who would
advanee tc new and undreamed heights of
civilization. With greater and gréaier ease
they would satisfy the auimal wants, and give
more and moie play to the development of the
inen{al and moral natures. This was the great
idea-that filled the soul of Henry George. Tt
was the redemption of the world from invel-
untary poverty and from its grim daaghters,
suffering and sin,.  He had, he believed, pointed
the way of salvation, and he was confident that
the world would sooner or iater come to believe
with him. Aud with this convietion, after a
strenuous campaign for justice and righteons-
negs in connection with the mayoral clection of
New York, he, on October 28, 1897, went to
his death.

On Bunday, October 81, 1897, police in ont-
iying streets had to restrain the throng desir-
ing o enter the Grand Central Palace, From
an early hour in the morning two continuous
columns of people moved through the main
entrance, up the wide staivease, into the preat
hall of the building, and slowly passed a bier,
The bier was simple, low and black-draped. In
front of the foliage and locking down upon the
bier was a bronze bust of the dead man. At
least 100,000 persons passed before his bier,
and anofher 100,008 were prevented from
doing so only by the impossibility of getting
near it. Unconsciously they vindicated over
hiz dead body the truth of the great idea to
which his life was devoted—the brotherhood
of man. In the affermoon the doors of the
Grand Central Palace were closed. As the
choir from Plymouth Church opened the public
services with & simple hymn, a hush fell upon
the multitude that crowded the great hall to
its utmost. Then the service of the Epiacopal
Church was read by the Rev. B. Heber Now-
ton, the bovhood and manhood friend. MNext
the Hev. Lymann Abbott and Rabbi Gotthei]
in order recounted the peerless courage and the
ancient wisdom of the man at whose hier they
stood. And after them rese Dr. MeGlymn, who
had suffered vears ¢f excommumuication from
the Catholic Church for the cause of which
Hexry George had died. and yet who had
steadily gone on preaching the great truth
until in the end he was reinstated aund justi-
fied, with the ban lifted from his teachings. The
clergymen preceding Had spoken with ez2ynest-
ness, cloquence, and power. To these qualities
the priest ddded such & moving passion of faith
and hope the the wreat audience swaved with
Teeling. It cast off all funerpl vestraint and
gave vent to emotion in applause. Nor did
the applagse cemse when Pr. MeGlynn had
finished and Johr S. Crosby, a brother-at-arms
in the campaign, arose and extolled the civie
virtues of the dead man. Seldom have men
spolten. as these men spoke; seldom has there
bheen such inspiration; seidom has a funeral
gathering applauded with hope mstead of
melling into the cries and lamentations of
gricf, And this coming week whilst people in
all parts of the world are assembling fo do
Homage to this man, we can say i~

Trgly, the soul of the dead goes
merching onl
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OPENING ~
OF STATE PARLIAMEN

The final session of the present Parliament
was opened by His Excellency the Governor
(Bir Winston Dugan) on July 27. The Gover-
nor's speech. whieh givés an indicafion of the

intentions of the Government in regard to the -

session. contained nothing of = spectacular
neture. Ministers “rejoice that the session
opens it an atmosphere of incrensed prosper-
ity,” but one is justified in asking whereln
there is cause for rejoicing, It is true thet
the sendon's prospects are better owing te the
recent rains and the incressed prices for prim-
afy products. It is to be heped the priees will
nold frm until farmers have produce fo seli.
If-we- consider-the -fnaneial. position..of. the.
State there is no special cause for rejoicing.
1t is not Iikely there will be much relief so far
as the burden of taxation is concerned, neither
are we likely to have any reduction in the
national debt. As a matter of fact the indica-
tions ape that the debt will be increased, When
we remember that nearly 44 per cent. of our
tetal tevenue gees to pay the interest on the
State debt, electors may be excused if they do
not get entbusiastic about thé alléged prus-
perity of the Biate

Reference is mzde to the fact that under
the Primary Producer’s Debt &ct mo less than
£670,000 of linbilities have been written off.
While thic may be a cause for satizfaction on
the part of those who have reeeived the berme-
fit, it cannot be oyverlooked that some pecple
hiave sufferet to that extent, The need for
sueh writing off indicates that our eeonomic
policy ueeds altevation. It is dirvectly respon-
sible for the unfortunate position in whick
mazty vrodueers Aind themselves in at the pre-
sent time. They are vietims of 2 taxation poliey
which has esploiled them over a long period
of vears.

The Speech glso informs us that the “Min-
jatry is taking a keen interest in the proklem

of hwams—l‘.l,s.wﬂl,ima%” d that during
the last seszion 8 il W ; fged pzpv;d]_ng
for the creation of a Housing Trust., This

body was empowered fo build homes for the
warking cless, sud £25,000 was made available
for that purpose. Government expervience with
the heusing guestion hag net bsen very cheer-
ing, and we are informed thai £183.000 was
writien off State Bank homes. Under the
Advances for Homes Act no less than £5,747,
472 has been advanced for the Luilding of
nomes. Lp to June 50, 1934, there were 16,172
current aceounts, and of this vumber 5222
ware in arrear to the extent of £638,475, The
reason fer this Is the genernl depression we
have experienced. Many people have beeti sut
of emplogment for a jong period, and as ihey
had no ineume It wag Impossible for them to
continue the repavment of the advances made
on th homies. We have repeatedly pointed
out that it is not the fumetion of Government
to build homes for the people. The stlution
of the problem lies in colleeting the rent of
land for oublle pmrposes, thus making sites
available to home huilders merely on the vay-
ment of the annual rent vte the Treaswry. Al
taxes must be yersoved from building materisl
and from the finislied home, and when thig s
done people will be able to build homes with-
out any assistance from the Government.

The Speech indicates that a Rovat Commis-
sion will be apointed to deal with the trans
port wroblem. The time is Jong overdus for
zn alteration in fur transpert control, as motor
vehicles for hire are being legigiated off the
voad. This iz done so aa to try and make the
raliwars pay. The trewble with the vailways
is thev have been comsiructed on an unsound
economic basis, Turiff tazes on plant and
equipment have very materially imereased the
constructional and operating costs, Further,
railway users are espected to pay the interest
on eapital eost ag well as for service rendered.
This is wrong, The construction of railways
ineyeates the rent of land, hoth in country and
metropelifan sreas, This rent shoulé be taken
inte the public treasury to pay the interest en
eapital cost, and not allowed to be sppropri-
zted by landholders as at present, If & change
alony thiz dne was made, freights and fares
eonld be reduced at least one-third, and there
would then be no need ¢ restrict motor trans-
port as s dome today.,

Reference iz also made te the read pelicy

of the Govermment, and it will be generally
admitted that the making of good arterial
roads is a step in tke righé direction. Ii opens
up, the counntry areas and provide decent trans-
port facilities 1o thoze whe axe responsible for
production. The proposed expenditure on the
Anzae Highwsy cannot st present be justified,
There is a splendid road between Adelaide and
Glenelg at the present time, and this showdd
sufice for many years to come. The proposat
to put down a new highway is due to the fact
that some irresponsible motorists are speed
demons, and s number of accidents have
ocenrred as 4 resulh, I these people are
dealt with in 8 proper manner thers will he no
complaict about the dangérous nature ¢f the
present bighway. .

Bulk handling of wheat is also proposed in
the Speech, and it i understood a start will be
made at Wallaroo.
serious congideration, as there iz » possibility
that a monopoly may be created that will not
be in the interest of wheat growers. Further

comments_will be made when the Bill is before

the House.

The Government intend moving in the direc-
tion of cloger settlement. and with that in view
it is negotiating with lessess in the County of
Cardwell for 1,045 square miles of country,
and it has already purchased 32,844 acres of
wndeveloped iand in the Hundreds of Short
and Killanoola in the Bouth East. We are
strongly opposed to any repurchase schemes.
When it is known that the Government ig in
the market to buy land the prive is usually
advanced. Moreover, as this iz undeveloped
iand the questibn may be asked: “Why shonld
these people now in possession be permitted
£o hold land out of use that iz needed for sef-
tlement?” If they were asked to pay the
annual rent inte the Treasury, they would be
forced t¢ loosen the stranglehold they at
present have, and legitimate settlers could get
it witheut being hurdened with a purchase
price, ag they will be under the present scheme.

The Five Year Parliament Bill will rgnin
be, introduced to make that term permanent.
If is understood there wili be more opposition
to the proposal thar on the former cceasion.
Although it Is claimed the Goverpment had &
mardete for this measure the facts are that
80,000 voters cast their votes for the Liberal
and Country League policy af the 1932 elec-
tion, whereas 118,000 votes were cast agsinst
it, Members should he prepared to give an
account of their slewardship every three
vears, and it is 4o be hoped ihe Bl will be
defeated.

The estimates of revenue gnd expenditure
veveal a growing tendency. This yesy it Is
antictpated that the revenue will produce £11,
T89.008, and that the expenditure will be £11,
600,000, Tf we compare the population and
expenditure of today with that of 1801, the
first wear after Federation, we fiud that the
population has increased by 58 per cent
vwhereas egpenditure hes gone up hy no i
than 282 per cent, This indicafes the sver
ingreasing burden of cost of government.

Reference is alse made io fhe question of
affcrestation, and in view of the finding of the
Boyal Commission on the guestion, the Govern-
meni should meel some severs. eriticism con-
cerning itg agreemernt with Australizn Paper
Manufacturers Limited im regard te wood
ouly.

In view of the fact that the general eleciion
will be held next year it i5 expected that all
members will take part fn the Address-in-
Reply debate, and during the session some
interesting revelations may be expeected.

Meeting Addressed

On Wednesday, August 11, Mr. E. J. Craigie,
atdressed the members of the South
Australian Aligemeiner Deutscher Verein Inc.,
the subject being “"The Problem of Taxztion”

The presideni oceupied the chair. The
address was followed with great interest, and
a number of guesticns were submitted at its
close. A voie of thanks wae tendered on a
motion Hy the president.

Study Circle

On Tuesday, Auvgust 24, at 8 pon. the class
will commence a ten-weeks studr of Henry
George’s “Progress and Poveriy.” The English
Becial Selence Manuwal by P O R, Douglas,
A, will he nsed.

A cordial invifation is extended to members
and their friends io atiend this class.

Tlis question will need

¥

Henry George
.y L3 5 a
Commnemoration Dinner

At COVENT GARDEN CAFE
Bing Willtam Street, Adelaide

- Toaslsr
“The Henry George Lezgue of Seuth Australia™
Proposed by M, W. I. L. Kelip.

fohe Lov nmaey years Bae eendersd fnithing service
et se of eeéromic freaiom)

Response by dMr. M. H. MeDomough,
{Eresideni of thy Lenyuet
“Hindred Socdedes™
Proposed by My B J. Craigie, MF.
. Henry & Devman, of Lovedar.

vontest the Chaffer DHstrict
the Sente elvetions]

Tickets for the Dinner—Price Two Shillingse—
are available at the League Office.

wied et e intending e be
ont Inter than Thursdav, Aumnsi 26.
¥ Anew the numbsr 10 e cAtered or.
ends please he promp in sendiag in

! -

mtcipsted there w
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A Noted Danish Visitor

Mr. Anders Vedel {Principal of the Folk
High School at Krabbesholm, Denmavk) is
visiting Australian for tha purpose of taking
part in conferences in different capitals under
the auspices of the New Education Fellowship
and the Australian Council of Educatienal
Researeh. He will be in Adelaide early in Sen-
tember. He has had considerable experience in
the system of adult education of voung fnrmers
known as the Folk High Schools. Mr. Vedel

wili speak at two of the Adelalde sessions, and

hiz subjects will be “Rural Education In Den-
mark” and “The Foll High Sclio ¥, Yedel
ig & graduste of the University of Copenbagen,
3 pal of the Kirabbeskolyn
Folk High School for about je vears, He
has boen a-writer and Iectu on historicald
and econemic subjects, and has studied soeial
conditions in Ergland, -
The visit of 3r. Vedel Is of great interest

Pan

Z

ment. At the 1929 Conference In Edinburgh
he presented a pgper, ‘War and the Land
Question,” which dealt wit] ject |
fluminating manner.

clear languag x.
- was due to restrictions
imposed de and to the monopoly of
natural resources. He stated:—

T g abvives thai (ks deveiopment will o
have fatal resulis.  Obstacles to commesee in the rolor
Tkes kave their reot in proloctisnisi uations al home.
GJ‘!E‘.‘ pEgtection commands fhe positien at Lgme, i
wifl, seoner oF fater, spread fo the colonies.  And pro-
teetiun has evarrwhors ovil cffects: i fosters smmity
Detween the peopi t e

s 3
it g
The aim mwast he: down
< and R free cowre for the pro-
dueis of the land 33 sver the earth, se thad iha antions
aof the world <an got together in common asseciation,
a gosl towards which ther meve spostaneonsly i acly
they are not abstructed,
Dealing further with
went on o siatei—
The enly way cut ia fn make an end
privilege by cnactmg tha! the communi
valie of matnral resources shall not be taken by $nan-
ciors, bet shall go to the whole communkiy. to whom

the problem, Mr. Vadel

the natural respurees rightly belong . . . This idea
that mdividuels have ihe right to zppropriste the
welue of land must e wprooted iw Lotk {heory and
;n'nclis:o, The inion wf isndiords. jun . coal

barens and Gmanciprs over those values which the
community creetes Bas givem them deminian over the
growing populstions of the world, with which Lhey
e deal riotousiy ai theh pleasure, puiiing them in
havels or crowding them in tenements, and sendiug
them to the trenches ss cannen fedder. “He who owns
the lond owng the pesple.” When fhe Geminian over
jund velues passer inte the hands of the poopie—hy
eollgeting these calnes I iagatiokt into the exchequer
—the ground will be taken frem under the Feet of
the exploilers in a very lLiternl semse. AU {he senple
will abtain the (ree And easy access fo the saurces of
wealik, which g sesentizl If lzhor is te huve ita iul!
reward.

. On behsH of the Henry CGeorge move
in South Ausiy ;
welcome to_our co-worker from Denmark, and
trust that his sojonra in this State will be 2
pleazant one.

_An invitation has been seni te Mr. Vedel,
andl it iz anticipated that he will he p nt ab
the Commemoration DHnner on September 2.
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Proportional Represeniation
For the Senate

A deputation arranged by Mrs. Jeanne F.
Young {president of the Proportional Repre-
senlation Group) met the Frime Minister (Hon,
J. A. Lyons) at the Adelaide Railwary Station
on his return from England, on Friday, Jul¥
2. Owing to the limited time beiween the
arvival and departure of fhe trainz it was not
possible to fully present the case. The request
was for the adeption of Proportional Represen-
tation as the voling system for the commg

‘Federal Senate elections. Representatives of tha

Propertional Represeéntation Group. Women's
Non-Party Assoclation, Federztion of Women
Voters, Effective Voling Lezgte, and Henry
Georpe League were prosent, as well as a nam-
ver of nnattached supporters. The deputation
was intreduced by Mr. A. W. Christian, M2,
who deputized for Mr. A. &. Cameron, MME.R..
and the speakers were Mrs. Jeanne F. Young,
Miss Elinor Walker, Hop, W. Hanpaford,
M.L.C.,. and. Mr..E..J.. Craigie,. M.E.... Other
speskers were present bnf iwere nnable to
present their case. The Prime Minister asked
that each organisation put its views in writing
30 that he could present them te the Federal
Cabinet at an early date. These lotters have
heen sent: fo Mr. Lyons, The following letfer
seut on behalf of the Henry George League
wiil be of inferest to our readers, as it contains
the result of the last Federal elections in 1934.

Right Hon. J. A, Lyons, P.C.,
Sydney, New South Wales.
July 24, 1987,

Dear Sir

In conformity with your wish expressed
when the deputaiion waited on you at Addaide
on Saturday evening, we now present ihe
views of members of the Hemry George
League in vrelation to Proportiona]l Representa-

tion for the Senate.

We mrs very definitely of the opinion that
Parliament should be a true reflex of the will
of ALL the peeple. As indieated in the byief
address on Friday uwight, it cannot be claimed
that the Senafe as at presént constituted
represents publie opinion. An analysis of the
Senate vatmg ab the 1954 electmn:. ghows as
tndey .

Voles Cagt Por  Votes Pellad Aguinst

State, Mempers Elecied, Elected Members.

Now E:oum Wales #23.038 563,662
Yictoria .. . 387,586 880,435
Queensland . .. 232137 237,140
South Austraba .. 150310 142,987
Western Austeaiia H 42,009
Tesgmunin . ., 27, T8.141

Total, 1,55! 1,742,404

These figures show that in three Stafes
Senators were slected on 2 minorily vote. Tak-
ing the Commonwealth aa a whele vou will see
there were a greater namber of <lectors left
withyut representation then the number whose
sotes weare effective.

With reference to the point vouw raised at
the deputation that i is necessary to g6 beyond
the firgt preferences, we arve well sware of that
fael. Tt must, however, be admitted thut the
frst preference votes cizaxly indloate the
desives of the elecors. Tn the figures given
above the first preferencas revml the party
strength, and under the present system, the
votes are merely transferred to the No, § and
ices, and are vounted THREE thnes, Man-
ifestly this is unjust. Moreover, there is a
compulsery marking of preferences which can-
ol be justified. Under such a method electors
are foreed fo indicate a prefevence for a candi-
date they have no desire 1o see elected. With-
out this element of compulsion the present
system would be unworkable. Under the Fre-
periional systern the elector has only ONE
effective vote, and he or she is free tc mark as
many or as few preferences as they please.
Each vote assists in the retwm of omly ONE
Benator, whereas under the Dresent gystem
the voter assists in electing THREE Senators.

The result of the plesenf system iz to give
& monopoly of representation to the part‘f
securfng & majority of votes, and to lesve all
other voters without representation. This can-
not be termed democratic government. The
franchise is only of value to an elector when
it is combined with a gystem that enables him
to ¢hoose a member of Parliament. and wheo
it enzbies the real judgment and opinion of
the olectorste to be ascertained. Democracy is
incomplete and lop-sided until it iz representa-
tive of the whole of the people, and not mers!
of one section. We cammet expect to get per-
fect democracy until the whole of the people
play their part. All sections of the community

‘representation” aCCO“dmg 0

- ot & lomgssaffering bids

are expected to abide by the laws wkich are
enacted and {o pay the taxes tmposed nupon
them.

.Tushce decrses that ALL who ars
d 4o undertake the respensibilify”of
citizenship shall alse have a wveice in defer-
minipg the laws which shail be placed upen the
Statute Book and thé methed oft collecting
revenuc., A bir section ¢f the community do
not enjey this RIGHT under the present sys-

temm, and o our opinien Proportional Repre-

sentation iy the only known svstem of voiing
to establish a trme democragy.

Sinee 1919, when $he present hybrid system
wag enacted, at each election held in South
Aunstralia there hag been a swing of the polit-
ical penduhmm to the disadvantage of a big
number of electors, In 1919 the National or
Liberal Party secured ALL the Senate seats
and all ofher electors were lefi without repre-
sentation. At the following election the Labor
FParty enjoyed the same monopely, and this
hag been the result at each succeeding election
until 1934.

‘We have no objection to any party securing
itS riummeieal
strength, as we believe in representation of the
people. However, we feel we are justified in
entering an emphatic protest against the con-
{inuance of a systemn which gives 2 moncpaly
te one section to the disadvantape of all other
sections of political theught in the Common-
wealth.

Proportional Representation hig proved a
great success in your own State of Tasmania
over a long period of time. It hag also been
suceessful in other cotmniries wherd it has been
adopted. Bo succedsiul has it been irn the Irish
Free State for State and Municipal purpeses

that the new Comstitution provides for ils nse

at efections for beth Houses.

The Senate is a Chamber created essentially:
for the benefit of the Siates, therefore it
should refiect the opinion of all the peocple—not
merely one section as at present.

We respectfuly ask that you will Dresent
our views to Cabinet, and emphamse the jus-
tice of the claims put forth by the deputation
that waited upon yon. You will thus be doing
your part to place govermment on a sound
demoeratic basis, and will earn the gratitude
ar Electors wiie Hre
convinted lhat only by the adeption of Pro-
portional Repregeatation as the msthod for
election of the Semate is it poasible for all
shades of politieal thought to seeure that mea-
sure of representation it is entitled to.

'I]'hanmng Fou in anticipation of a favorable
veply,

Yours faithfully,

M. H, McDONOUGH, President.
E. J, CRAIGIE, Secretary.

HERRY GEORGE LEAGUE OF SOUTH AUSTRALEA

The monthly meeting of the abnve was huld at
Gsorge Farude, on Tucaday. Jely 27 z

tr. M. F. McDoaough) in the
a good aitendance of nen.]:e:s
inveling rerd and confomed. There was al
budget of eotresponds read and roo
aecretary's Ie‘pori dealt with the veeant ijﬂpu‘.ltmr 2]
the Prime Mimisier in Yegard to Proportional Repr
sentafion for the Senate, letters tu the country press,
the epening of Partim the Henry Gnurgw Lom-
wgmoration ier, and ap address on “ihe FProblam
al Taxali to he gr-er. at the German Clwbh on
Aug‘ust 1. Mr. R M. Sareth redoried an *be neet-
inge at the Botanle Pavk, and stated that a great daal
of intercst waz shown by those atte ndigg. Mr. Bavly
dealt with the Stndy Cirele, snd said {he t Course
in conmection with the Henry George Social Scienee
School had been completed and that members }md
enjuyed the meeemga very much. The next two
would be devoied to amswerlng guesiions on
tant pointh. then it was proposed ic use the Eng
Manwal for ancther course of lessony, A cordial im
tation is exlended to #ny reader io be presenmt at
these tlzszes, which ave free. Ther afford an emcel-
lent opportunity for seruring e good grounding in the
principles of politicsl aconorny. Financial statement
prosented and adepied and zecounts passed for puy-
ment.  One new member was admiited te the leugue,
Mutters relutinp to the Commemoration dinner were
then discusped, znd these are dealt with in anether
part of this issne. A letter from the Demoeratie
Women's Asscciation was read, and it was resolved
that the league give support ie Proportion
saniation and oppese the Five-Yeny Parx
ther informaiiew is sought concerning other oh
of tne Asggoelation. il wrs resclved that

of sach of the following leaflats, vin Teliy
Jozeph Fels” sud “The Camge of Business I
sion” by Henry George, bz printed. Referenc
made 0 =n essay cumpe:tl{‘mn “A  FProgramme of
Conetractive Peace Actlon” the first prize for which
is £20, and the second prize £5:; and any reader dasiT
ng fo compete for these prizes con obfain Sarth x
micrmation from the league office. Matters of ganeral
interest weore disenssed.

WEXT MEETING, '!‘T:'EE'DAY, AUGUST 21, § FaL

Obituary

It was with sincers regrel. that we rTead of
the passing of Mr. R. E. White, of Kalamunds,
Western Australia. 31, White was presidend
of the Iiheration League in Western Austias
lia, and editor of the “Liberator.” Tor many
vears he hag been in indifferent health, hut
Tas strenucusly fought for the prineiples which
hie belisved 1o be right. Tn addition to editing
the “Liberator,” the iate Mr. White was a
frequert contributor to many newspapers pub-
liched in the Western Stats, and he has done
g lot of platfovm work for Herry George prin-
ciples. Fie was tiveless and nnebasing in his
effortz to male this world a better place for .

.all te live in, and his death leave: & hreach in

the ranics of. reformers that will be hard to Al
To Mrs, While and members of the fanily we
fender our sincere sympathy in the hour of
their sad bereavement,

On August 1, Mr. William Baird, of Talia,

West Coast, pagsed.away. ai.hig home. .For

many years he has been an enthusiastic sup-
porter of Henrr George principles,” and ren-
dered valugble service in the district n regaxd
to the arrangement of meetings and by the
distribution of literature, Our [ate friend had
not enjoyed good health for some time, but i%
was not thought the end was near, He was
highly respected by a Iarge circle of friends.
He m}l be missed in the district.

Henry George Socgety Ltd

The armusl meeting of shareholders in the
above Society was held at George Parvade,
Adelaide, on Tuesdaw, July 27. The chalrman
of the board of management (My. A, Chrappel
pregided. The secrstary presented the annual
report and fAnancial smuement_ and these were
adopted on & motion by the chairman, seconded

¥ Me. F P Drymalik. The auditor's acesunt

was passed for payment. The following will
constitute the board of management for the
ensuing ternmi: Mesdames Penny and Craigie.
Mesars, A. Chappel, H. T, Penny, A 8. Bayly,
F, P. Drymalik. and B, 1. (_ra.,gle.

- - ANNUAL-RERSRT —
Ladies and Gentlemen,

The year Just ended has not shows miuch
improvement on the p’:evious period so far as
properties are concerned. The rent of the two
cottages haw been regularly paid, but at the
Jower rate ruling since the depression. Repsirs
have been offested where necessery, Duving
the ensuing wyeary the City Conncil iz lnststing
on the remalking of the road adjacent to our
land, znd this will Involve sharcholders in a
share of the cost, The total coat will be appor-
tioned among the holders of the land abotting
the roadwsy. and as our land fates the yoad
the whole length, we shall have to pey one
half of the total amount.

Altheugh vates and taxes have been some-
what Iower during the past vear, they still
lake ap unfaly provovtion of the meome of
the society. 1f City Counecil levied ita
rates on the unimproved walue of land, as is
dobe in Sydner and Brisbane, we could give
consideration {o the erection of pew buildings.
Under the existing svstem & further burden
woujd be imposed on the sharvehwlders in pro-
portion to the valve of the Inprovements made,

v tha present buﬁdmgq must remain
mniil such time as additional sharve rapital can
be obtained,

A. {‘HAPT'F‘L Chairman.
B. . CRAIGIE. Secretary.
Fimanclal Slalement for Year ended June 30, 1937
RECEIPTS
Cask in hand, bmu;:’bt fartram

Dopations d/e .. .. .. .
Rent Reesived &/c . ... . .. . .00

EXPENDITURE
£ os A
Rates and Taxes . 201240
Repajrs Af¢ . e e e 2 10
'r"as*age and Doty S namp Ale ..o L 417 0
Share Interest Afe .. .. L., .. o 113 12 11
Auaditer’s Fee Afe .. .. . .. . 313 6
Miseellemeons A/¢ .. o, e ., L . 33 2
) 154 & 3B
CashatBank .. . ..., ., .. .. ... .. 101 5 7
£255 13 0

Andited and found correct with vouchers, books and
bank pass hook produced
- fSigred)y ERIC A GIDSCH,

. . Ticarsed Company Awvditor
Iy 10, 1897
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THE CAUSE

The following cssay wasg written by Henry
George in 1894, Then, 2s now, the conntry was
suffering from & sericus husiness depression.

Then, as now, an answer to the why of it was

earnestly and angiously soueht,

- This essay was Henry George’s answer. 1o
3t he concentrated i brief space something of
the essémce of the economic philosophy which
previously had been set out in'detail, and with
unanswerable logic, in  his- greatest book,
“Prograss and Poveriy” S

A World Wide Problem

Now, however, we'aré coming into callision
with facts which there can he no migtaking.
From all parts of the civilized werld come com-
plaints of industrial depression; of labor con-
detrmed fo  voluntary idleness; of capitel
massed. and waiting; of pecuniary distyess
among business men; of want and suffering

and “anyietyamong “the working elasges.” All"

the dull, deadening pain, ail the keen, madden-
ing anguish that fo great masses of men are
involved in the words “hard times,” afflict the
world te-day. This state of things, commeon to
commanities differing so widely in situation,
in political ipstitutions, in fiscal and financizl
sysfetis, in density of populdation and in social
organistion, can hardly he accomnted for by
local catses. (Written in 1R79.}

T am asked by “Once a Week” to afate what,
in ¥y opinion, are the causes of the existing
business depression [18941. ¥ shoyld be
possible to do more. For the method that hag
fixed wiith ceriainty the causes of natural
phenomena once ieft to varying opinion or wild
fancy ought to enable us to bring intd the
region of ascertained facts the canses of soeial
pheromena so clearly marleed and so entirely
within observation.

To ascertain the cause of failure or abnormal
action in that complex mechine, the human
body, the fivst effort of the surgeon 3s to lovate
the diffieuity. So the frst step towards deter-
mining the causes of businesy depression is to
gee what bueiness depression really s .

T Dy TusiTese- A EH Cn,we mesn & Jessening

in rapidity and volume G&f “the exchanges by
which, in our highly spécinlized industiial
system, eommodities pass into the hands of
consumers, This lessening of exchange, which
from the side of the merchant or manufacturer
we call buginess depression, is evidently not
dize to any seavcity of the things thaf mer-
chants or manufacturers have to exzchange.
From that point of view there seems, indeed,
g plethore of such thinge Nor is it doe fo any
lessening in the desire of consmmers for them.
Or the comtrary, seasons of business depres-
gion are seasons of bitter want on the part of
large numtber—of want so intense and general
that charity is called on to prevent actual
starvation from need of thinge that manafac-
turers and merchants have to sell.

It may seem, on first view, as if this lessen-
fog of exchanges came from some impediment
in ths machinery of exchange. Since tarils
have for their obiect the checling of certain
exchanges, there is a superficial plausibitity in
looking to them for the cause. Whils, as money
i the common measure of valpe and a common
medium of exchange, in terms of which most
exchanges are made. it is, perhaps, even more
plausible to look to monetary reguiations. Buil
however important any tariff questiom or any
morey guestion may be, meither has stfficient
importance to accouni for the phenomena,
Protection carried to ita furthest could only
shut us off from the advantage of exchanging
what we produce for what other couniries pro-
duce. Free Trade carried fo its furthest couid
only give us with the rest of the world that
freedom of exchange that we already enjoy
between our several Btates; while monsy, im-
portant az may be itz office as 2 measure and
flux of exchanges, is stll bot 2 mere covnter.
Seasons of business depression come and go
without change in tariffs and monetary regula-
tions, and exist in different comniries wmder
widely varving tariffe and monetary systems.
The real canse must lie deeper.

That it does lie deeper is directly evident.
The lessening of the exchanges by which
commodities pasg intu the bands of consuniers
s clearly due not so much fo inereased difficulty
in transferring these commodities as to de-
creased ability to pay Tor them, Every busi-
ness man sees that business depression comes
from jack of purchaing power on the part of
would-be consumers, or, a8 our colloguial phrase

A F SIS TSI R EEETEFELLE S

is, from their lack of money. But money is

only an intermediary performing in exchanges.
“the same office that poker chips do in & game,

Ir the last gnalysis it ia a labor ecertificate,
The great mass of consumérs obtain money by
exchanging their labor or the proceeds of their
labor for money, and with it purchasing com-
modities. - Thus what they really pay for
comnodities with is lakor. If is not merely
trué in the sense he meant if, that as Adam
Smith. says, “Labor was the first price, the
original purchase momey that was prid fov alf
things.” It iz the final price that is paid for
all things. - o

The lessening of “effective demand,” ‘which

is the proximaie cause of business depression,
means, therefore, » lessening of the ability to
convert labor into exchangesble forms—means
what we call scarcity of employment. These
two phages are; in fact, but different names
b1 ifferent aspects of one thing. What from

1d
depression,” is from the side of the werkman,
“gearcity of employment” The one aiways
comes with the other and passes away with the
other. They act on each other, and again react.
as when the merchant or manufacturer die-
charges hizs employees on aceount of business
depression, and thus sdds {0 seareliy of employ=
ment. But in the primary cauasal relation
searcity of employmenl comes firgt. That is
to sa¥, scarcity of employraent does not come
from business depression, as is sometimes
assumed, but business deprassion comes from
searcity of emplovment. For it is the effective
demand for consumption that determines the
extent and direction in which labor will he
expended in producing commodities—not {the
supply of commodities that determines the
demand.

What is employment? It is the expenditure
of exertion in the production of commeodities
or satisfactions. It is what, in a phrase having
clearer connoigtions, we term work, For the
term emplovment iz, for economic uge. some-
what confused by our habitusl distinetion
befween employers and employees. This dis-
tinetion only arises from the division of lshor,
and disappears when we. consider. firgt prinei-
ples, I employ a man to llack ‘my boots. He
expends his labor to give me the satisfaction of
polished boots. What iz the five cents I give
him in return? It is a counter or chip through
which ke may obtain at will the expenditure
of labor to that equivaleni in any of various
forms—Tfoed, thelter, newspapers, a street-car
ride, and so ofr. In final analysis the transmc-
tion is the same as if 1 had employed him o
biack my hoots and he had employed me to
render him some of these other services; or
as if T had blacked my own boots and he had
performed these other services himself. Even
in a narrow view there are only three ways by
which man way live—by work, by begeary,
and by theft; for the man who obtains work
withont giving work is, economically, only a
beggar or thief. Buf on a Iarger view these
three come down to one, for beggars and
thieves can only live on workers. It is human
lzbor that supplies all the wants of human life
—ag froly mow, in all the complexitieg of
modern civilization, as in the beginning, when
the first man and fivst woman were the only
human beings on the globe.

Now, emaployment or work is the expenditure
of labor in the production of commoditiss or
satisfactions. But on what? Manifestly on
fand, for land iz to map the whele physical
aniverse. Take any couniry as a whole, or the
worid as a whole. On what and from what
does its whole population live? Despite our
millions and our complex eivilization, our ex-
tensions of exchanges and our inveniions of
machines, are we not all living as the first maxn
did and the last man must, by the applicatien
of labor to land? Try a mental experiment:
Picture, in imagination, the farmer at the plow,
the miner in the ore vein, the railroad train en
its rushing way, the steamer croasing the
ocean, the greaf factory with ils whirring
wheels and thousand operatives, builders erect-
ing & house, linemen stringing = telegraph wire,
a salesman selling goods, a bookleeper casting
ap aceounts, a bootblack polishing the beots of
4 customer. Make apny suck picture in imap-
imation and then by mental exclusion withdraw
frome it, ifem by item, all that beloags to land,
What will be left?

Land is the sonrce of all employment, the
natural element indispensable to all work. Land
and labor—these are the two primary factors
that, by thelr union, produce all wezlth and

OF BUSINESS DEPRESSION

de ot the business Taan iy “business

bring about all material satigfactions. Given
Iabor—ithat is to say, the ability to work and
the willingness to work—and there never has
snd never can be any scarcily of employment
80 long a¥ liber can obtain access to land,
‘Were Adam and Eve bothered by “scarcity of
emplovment?' Did the first setflers in this
coimbry or the men who afterwards settled
those parts of the country where land was stll
easily had know anything of #7 That the
manopaly of land—the exclusion of labor from
1and by the high price demanded for —is the
cduse of searcity of employment and business
depreasions is as clear as the sun is at neonday.
Wherevar vou may be that scarcity of employ-
ment iz feli—whether in city or village, or
minfhy district or agriculiural seection—how
far will you have to go to find land that lebor
{s anxions to.use (for land has ne value until
lzhor will pay a price for the privilege of using
it), but from which labor is debarred by the
high..prices..demanded. by. some..non-user.?..In
the very heart of New York City, two minutes®
walk from Tnjon Square will bring you to three
vacant Ists. Tov permmission to nse the smallest
and Jeast valuable of these a rental of 340,040
a year has been offered and refused. This is
but an example of what may everywhere be
seen, from the heart of the metropelis to the
Cherokee Strip. Where Labor is shut out from
tand it wastes. Desive may remain, but “effec-
tive demand” iz gome. I there any mystery
in the canse of business depression? Let the
whole earth be treated as these Jots are tréated
and who of its teeming millions could find
employment ?

At the close of the last depression [1879],
I made “An Examination of the Cause of Tndus.
trfal Depression”™ in a hovk better known by its
main title, “Progress and Poverty,” to which
I would refer the reader who would see the
genesis and course of business depressions
fully explained, Butb their canse is clear. Idle
acres mean idle hands, and idle hands mean
a lessening of purchasicg power on the part
of the great body of consumers that must bring
depression o ali husiness, BEvery great pariod
of land speculation that has talten place in our
history has been followed by s pexiod of
business deprassion, and it always must be so.
Socialists, Populists and charity mongers—the
people who would apply little remedies for a
great evil—are all “barking up the wrong
free.”” The upas of our civilization is omr
treatment of land. It is that which is convert-
ing even the march of invention into a blight.

Charity and the giving-of “charity work™
may do a little fo alleviate suffering, but they
capnot cure business depression. TFor ibey
merely transfer oxisting purchasing power.
They do not inerpase the sum of “effective
demand.” There is but one cure for recurring
business depregsion. There is ne other. That
is the Bingle Tax—the abolition of all taxes
on the employtaent and products of labor and
the taking of economic or ground rent for the
use of the community by taxer levied on the
value of land, irrespective of improvement.
For that would make Jand speculation unprofit-
ahle, land monopoly impossible, snd so cpen tor
the possessorg of the power to Iabor the ability
of converting it by exertion infe. wealth er
purchasing power, that the very ides of 2 man

.ahle to work and yet suffering from want of

the things that work produces would seem as
preposterous on earth as it must seem in
heaven.

Georgean Literature

ngﬁr;ss apd Poverty (Library edition), 4/4, postage

Social Problems (Library editisn), 47., postage 4d.
Pm:;Eﬂ‘m ot Free Trade {Library edition), 4/-, postage

The Land Guestion {Libraiy ediiion}, 4/-, postage &d.
The Philosophy of Henry George {Geiger), 1274,
postage 171

The Prophet of San Fyangisco, 9/, pestage Gd.

What is the Shugle Tax? (I. F. Post), 2/6, postage 3d,
Basie Facis of Economics {L. F. Post), 2/, poslage 2d.
Life of Henry George, by bis son, &/, postage Td
Land and Freedom (F. Verinder), 3/-, posiage 3d.

My Neighlhor's Landmark (F. Vexinder}, 1/-, postage 2d.
The Great Robbery (J. W. Grahain Peace), 47~ posi-

age 3d.
Digger Movement in the Days of the Commonwealth
(L. H. Berens), 376, postage 5d
focial Jpsiice und the Jew (T P,
age 1d.
Signifiennt Paragraphs frow Hews George, 176,
postape 2d.

.J'umbs! . Bd, past-

Send postal nete or slamps to Heru-y George Leagne,
George Farade, Adelaide.
Printed and Published for the Henry George League,

George Parads, Adelaide, st the Reliance Printery,
46 Walkefield Streat, Adelaide.




