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This ucked away in folds ol thes

2k
82,080 sq. miles

Btale

Himalayas, covers (aboul same as Vie-
Loriag, mzml has a popuiation of 4 millions, of which 3

niflions are Moslems.

The Vale of Hashy iz o wide valley where the
River Jhelum (the Hydaspes of the Greeks) moves
slowly breaking out in a cataract to join the
Hiver Indus from whieh indis gels its name. In this

apuies, peaches
1l woonl

“heautiful vaie of
and apricots grow
skilied crafismen ma
and carpels for export.

Some-where” pears,
wdantly, From the los
e 1he celebrated Kashmir shawis

The capital, Srinager, at an
elevation of 5200 1t has been o famous tourist resort.
modern erva, spon after Wakerloo, REanjit
nLosemi-Hindw ruler of the Paniab, uging

P
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BT Weapons, conguered Kasbimir and  set up
Plindu rale over Moslem subjects, After baitle of

Sabraon, when the Dritish mastered the Panjab, the
rone of Kashmir was taken over by the Maharajah
Gulab Singh, 8 Dogre Bajput and o Hindu, His dynasty
continued until recent times, The Dogra Hindu class
become land-holders, exacting unesrned rents from

""’vf:{'}simrr subjects.  One recent Maharalah figured as
Mr. X in s sensational divorce gourt case at Parls where
he was squandering the land rentals sgueeged Irom

the poverty-stricken residents.
Hevelt in Kashmiv,

I 1949 the Moslem majority, aided by wenpons
Iro.n Palastan, revolied against minority rule by the
10 per cent. Dogra Hindsg landad class, which, in turn
received armed suppord from Nelirw's India. The fight-
ing has eased off but sach side remains in the feld
in fuil military strengih while these operalions make
a large demand on Eaxpayers.

The family of My Jahar lgl Wehrn is rooted o
Hashmir, but his grand-father moved down to Delhi
As *’ume Mindster of India, Mr. Nehru maintaing a
5 - in Bashinir &J&ala backed up by 3 large
ny in sccupabtion of ity Jammu Provinee for
imte future. Thus the usual Indian woops are
> for service in Mesopotamis o check the
Cnmmmn 1 <>xpa;mmn United Nations mads one of its

confident, useless veports on the Kashmir conflict, Mr,
(;b!‘ii Menzies visited both sides in turn (o urge
‘arbitration™ but Talled completely.

Blunders in Land Befoirm.

Kashmir's new Prime Minister iz o Moslem, Sheikh

Abduilah, and in July, 19540 e launched drasiic land
reforms. Hindu land holders had titles by force or

by fraud.  These estales were ve-possessed, wishout
comuensation, akout 883000 acves, extimated 0 Dro-
vide farmland for 300,000 laondless peasan Since last
Oelober about 3,000 peasants have received their guota.
Hindu land hoelders were allowed to retain 20 acyes,

This is an arbitrary and mistaken mode of re-dis-
tribution of the land which leaves untouched the major
reguirements. First of these is a direct levy on rental
values for the Siate’s revenue with abolition of all
tarif and excise taxes on copumodities.  This levy iz
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Some Lin hompt was made Lo have
in the City of Footscray changed {from Capi-
Land Value ﬁ..“a.u.a;;y and there was good

z ihat the change would be carvied in-
Council mujority were slected on the
Party policy 4 platform of e on Lnim-
proved Land Values; vet strangs as 16 may seem, the
1 was lost beeauses the %”mm(‘ulo;:a had 0 obwey an
(not Labor who are opposed
nd control pre-selection ballots.
canvass of the electors these Counciliors
sty silent on their atiitude towards
> ; woek when they publiely an-
neunced their opposition, because an industrialist like
Sir Wm. Angliss would he a big gainey on sccount of
hig improvements, but they fniled to s = that Sir
Win. had some 430 vacant i‘ Midim; bi@e- 5 0% ‘whis?i'l
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But g mors gamag vas Lo Inllow,
within a 319*&- ot 3
ing Wﬂ}z Sir Wrn, for his vacant lan{i al L1000 per acre
was accepted and the coffers of the Council
d of its peppercorn rabes, but withal, the rate-
were loaded witly a £25,000 debt and added in-
GVer many yo and the capital value rating I8
‘ m the mit of 4/- in the £ on a2 new valuation
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BWANSTON BTREETY CENTRAL.

stoside, and reaches to Lititle
council office buiiding of
and then a block of =iz oub-moded
3 f)i only two storevs, Nes. 138-1586. Ward Bros.
coflery, a4 Tarax bar are soms of the tenants. The
land hag frontage of M It 8 174 ins. o Swanston Si.

Town Haill 5 on es
(U lms b*! neXt i oa citv

by 82 it & in depth to Bainbow Alley af rear. A final
bBid ol anelicn of £200.000 was very near the reserve.

The bulldj have only demolition value and the bhare
site value approximates £137,000 per square ehain, over
a miliien to ihe acre.

'“k'lt;’é.l of § shops is £87%4, Since
£8794 the valuae of B is 44 per cent.
Thus the m*}m &Li{sn of » further rvise in unearned
capital gains iz s great thatl purchaser i prepared Lo
aceept 4.4 per cend gross refuwin and pay running ex-
penses cut of that,

Gross vyal
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THE MENACE IN SOUTH AFRICA,
Ernest 5, Farmer,

Iy is possible, 1T fm'- 4 Government, fairky
elected by 5 majority of m eopie, to be eorrupt and
oppressive,  As Henry {;u:sA wws in Book X of
“Progress and Povery,” a democracy may becoins oor-
rupt. There iz nothing worse than a corrupl democ-
racy, which inevitaly sses under despotic rule, A
fairly sound populace mey be deceived by a wholessle
campaign of lies and false promises. In praciics, gov-
ermmiends can never perfectly represent the people who
elect them. Almost invariably they are of lowsr ¢
standards than wa aversge of Deopls whoss
they sdministe ;
ernmernt is, 4 don of ?hﬁ 138 raie by
whom it is elest short of ifﬁﬁ gon-
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