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“THOU SHALT NOT STFAL

THE second public meeting of the Anti-Poverty Sceiety was heid
n the Academy of Music, New Vork, on Sundiy evening, Mav §.
Ihe anditorium was densely crowded, enough peopie beig:cg turned
away to have filled the Academy a second time. Henry George
addressed the meeting as follows . —
i _i‘,-i‘{_}i}fnn, in Chickering Hall, last Sunday might, said it
was a historic occasion.  He was right.  That a priest of Christ
standing on Sunday night on & public’ platform and addressing z.:
great audience—an audience embracing men and women of ail
creeds and beliefs—should proclaim a crosade for the abolition of
poverty, and call on men to join together and wark together, 1o
bring the kingdom of God on earth, did mark a maost impor;ﬁ.nt
event.  Great sogiui transformations, sald Mazzini, never have
been and never will be other than the application of great religious

© movements. (Applause:)‘ The day on which democracy shall
elevate itself to the position of a religions party, that day will its

victory begin. (Great applause.) And the desp significance of
the meeting last Sunday night, the meaning of this Anti-Poverty
Society that we have joined together to inaugurate, is the bringing
into the struggle of democracy the religious sentiment—the senti
ment alone of all sentiments powerful enough to regenerate the
world.  {Applause.) :

The comments made on that meeting and on the institution
of this Society are suggestive.  We are told, in the first place, by
the newspapers, that you cannet abolish poverty because ther; is
not wealth cnough to go around. We are told that if ab the
wealth of the United States were divided up there would only be
some eight hundred dollars apiece.  Well, if that is the case, all
the more monstrous then is the injustice which to-day gives si;lgle
men millions and tens of millions, and even hundreds of milliong
If there really is so little, then the more injustice in these great
fortunes.  But we do not propose to aholish poverty by dixvitéi;n
up what weaith there is, 50 much as by creating more wezlth ﬁ"i
propose to abolish poverty by setting 2t work that vast ar}n of
men—estimated last year to amount in this country alone to {me
million—that vast amy of men only snxious to create wealth, blut
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who are now, by a system which permits dogs in the manger to
monopolise God's bounty, deprived of the opportunity to toil
{Applause.)

“Then, again, they tell us you cannot abolish poverty, because
poverty always has existed. Well, if poverty always has existed,
211 the more need for our moving for its abolition. ~ Tt has existed
long encugh. We ought to be tired of it; let us get rid of it.
{Applanse.; But I deny that poverty, such poverty as we see op
earth to-day, always has existed.  Never before in the lListory of
the world was there such an abundance of wealth, such power of
producing wealth,  So marked is this that the very peopls
who tell us that we cannot abolish poverty, attribute it in almost
the next breath to overproduction. They virtually tell us
it is because mankind produces so much wealth that so many
are poor ; that it is because there is so much of the things that
satisfy human desires already produced, that men cannot find
waork, and that women must stint and strain, Poverty attribuied
to over-production; poverty in the midst of wealth; poverty in
the midst of enlightenment; poverty when steam and electricity
and a thousand laboursaving inventions have been called to
the aid of man that never existed in the world before, There
is manifestly no good reason for its existence, and it is time that
we should do something to abolish it.  (Applause.)

There are not charitable institutions enough to supply the
demand for charity; that seems incapable of being supplied.
But there are enough, at least, (o show every thinking woman and
every thinking man that it is utterly impossible to eradicate poverty
by charity, to show everyone who will trace to its oot the cause of
the disease that what is needed is not charity, but justice—the con
forming of human institetions to the eternal laws of right. {Ap-
plause,) But when we propose this, when we say that poverty
exists because of the violation of God's laws, we are taunted with
pretending to know more than men ought to know about the
designs of Omnipotence. They have set up for themselves a god
who rather likes poverty, since it affords the rich a chance to. show
their poodness and benevolence ; and they point to the existence
of poverty as a proof that God wills it.  Our reply is that poverty
exists not becanse of Cod’s will, but because of man’s disobedience,
{Applause.) We say that we do know that it is God’s will that
there should be no poverty on earth, and that we know it as we
may know any other natural fact.  The laws of this universe arc
the laws of God, the social laws as well as the physical laws, and
He, the Creator of ail, has given us room for all, work for ali,
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plenty for all. If to-day péople are in places so crowded that it
seems s though there weve too many people in the world; if to-day
thousands of men who would gladly be at work do not. find the
spportually o go to work ; if to day the competition for employ-
ment crowds wages down to starvation rates; i to-day, amidst
abounding wealth, there are in the centres of our civilisation human
beings who are worse off than savages in any normal times, it is
not because the Creator has been niggardly ; it is simply because
’?f aur own injustice—simply because we have not carried the
idea of doing to others as we would have them do unte us inio
the rr‘lakiug of our statutes. (Loud applause.)

. .1.he Anti-Poverty Society has no paient remedy for poverty.
Wo propose no new thing. What we propose is simply to do
Justice.  The principle that we propose to carry into our laws is
weither more nor less than the principle of the golden rule. We
propose to abolish poverty by the sovereign remedy of doing to
others as we would have others do to us, by giving to all their just
rz’gh’ts. And we propose to begin by assuring to every child of
God wxfhe, In oUr country, comes into this world, his full and equal
share of the common heritage.. Crowded! Is it any wonder that
men are crowded together as they are in this city, when we see
men taking up far more land than they can by any possibility use
and holding it for enormous prices? Why, what would have
happened if, when these doors were opened, the first people who
eame in had claimed all the seats arcund them, and demanded 2
price of others who afterwards came in by the same equal right?
Yet that is precisely the way we are treating this continent. That
is the reason why people are hiddled together in tenement houses ;
that is the reason why work is difficult to get; the reason that there
seeing, even in good times, a surplus of labour, and that in those
times that we call bad, the times of industrial depression, there
arg ail over the country thousands and hundreds of ti}i)iisaﬂds
of men tamping from place to place, unable to find employment.
{Applanse) '

- Neot work enough | Why, what is work 2 Productive work is
simply the applicaiion of human labour to land; it is simply the
transforming inte shapes adapted to gratify human desives, the raw
material that the Creator bas placed here. Iz there no;; oppor-
tunity encugh for work in this country? (Applause.) Supposing

-that, when thousands of men are unemployed and there are hard

times everywhere, we could send a committee up to the high court
of Heaven to represent the misery and the poverty of the people
here, consequent on their not being able to find employment,
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What answer would we get?  “ Are vour lands ali in use? Arve
your mines all worked out? Are there no natural opportunities
for the employment of labour P” (Applanse)) What could we
ask the Creator to furnish us with that is not already here in
abundance? He has given us the globe amply stocked with raw
material for our needs.  He has given us the nower of working up
thig raw material.  If there seams scarcity, if there is want, if there
are men who canpot find employment, if there are people starving
in the midst of plenty, is it not simply because what the Creator
intended for all has been made the property of the few? {(Great
applause. ) .

In moving against this giant wrong which denies to labour
access 1o the natural opportunities for the employment of labour,
we move against the cause of poverty. We propose to abolish it,
to tear it up by the roots, to open free and abundant emplovment
for every man.  We prapose to disturb no just right of property.

We are defenders and upholders of the sacred right of property .

—that right of property which justly attaches to everything that
is produced by labour; that right which gives to everyone a just
right of property in what he has produced—that makes it his
to give, to secll, to bequeath, to do whatever he plenses with,
s¢ long as in using it he does not injure any one eise. That
right of property we insist upon, that we would uphold against
all the world. To a house, a coat, a book—anything produced
by labour-~there is 2 clear individual titte, which goes back to

the man who made it.  That is the foundation of the just, the’

sacred right of property. It rests on the right of the individual
to the use of his own powers, on his right to profit by the
exerton of his own labour; but who can camry the right of
property in land that far? Who can claim a title of absolute
ownership in land coming from the man who made ii? (Applause.)
And until the man who claims the exclusive ownership of 2
piece of this planet can show a title originating with the Maker
of this planet; until he can preduce a decree from the Creator
declaring that this city lot, or that great tract of agricultural land,
or that coal mine, or that gas well, was made for him—until
then we have a right to hold that land was intended for all of us.
{Great applause.)

Natural religion and revealed religion alike tell us that Ged iz
no respecter of persons ; that He did not make this planet for a
few individuals; that He did not give it to one generation in pre-
ference to other generations, but that He made it for the use
during their fives of all the people that His providence brings inia
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the world. (Applause.) If this be true, the child that is born
to-night in the humblest tenement in the most squalid quarter of
New York, comes into life seized with as good a iifle to the land
of this city as any Astor or Rhinelander. (Applause.) :

How do we know that the Almighty is against poverty? That -
it is not in accordance with His decree that poverty exists? We
know it because we know this, that the Almighty has deciared,
“Thou shalt not steal.” (Applause) And we know for a truth
that the poverty that exists to-day in the midst of abounding
wealth is the result of a system that legalises theft. (Great ap-
plause.)

The women who by the thousands are bending over their
needles or sewing maching, thirteen, fourteen, sixteen hours a day;
these widows straining and striving to bring up the litde ones
deprived of their natural bread-winner; the children that are
growing up In squalor and wretchedness, under—clothed, ander-fed,
under-cducated, even in this city without any place to play—
growing up under conditions in which only a miracle can keep them
pure-—under conditions which condemn them in advance o
the penitentiary or the brothel—they suffer, they die, because we
permit them o be robbed, robbed of their birthright, robbed by a
system which disinherits the vast majority of the children that
come Into the world.  (Great appiause.) There is enough and o
spare for them. Had they the equal rights in the estate which
their Creater has given thera there would be ne voung girls forced
to unwomanly i6il to eke out & mere existence, no widows finding
it such a bitter, bitter struggle to put bread in the mouths of their
little children ; no such misery and squalor as we may see here in
the greatest of American cities; misery and sgualor that are
deepest in the largest and richest centres of our civilisation
to-day.  {Great applause.)

‘These things are the results of legalised theft, the fruits of 2
denial of that commandment that says, “ Thou shalt not steal”

(Applause.;  How is this great commandment interpreted to-day,

even by the men who pretend to preach the Gospe!?  “Thou
shalt not steal”  Well, according to them, it means: “ Thou shak
net get into the penitentiary,”  (Laughter) Not much more than
that with any of them. - You may steal, provided you steal enough,

Cand you do not get caught, and you may have a front seat in the

churches. Do not steal a few dollars—that may be dangerous, but
if you steal millions and get away with it, vou bhecome one of ow
first citizens. “Thou shalt not steal ;” that is the law of God.
What does it mean? Well, #t does not merely mean that you shall
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nut pick pockets! It does not merely mean that you shall not
. commit burglary or “highway robbery ! There are other forms of
stealing which it prohibits as well. It certainly means (if it has
any meaning) that we shall not take that to which we are not en-
- titled, o the detriment of others.  {Great applause.}

Mow, here is a desert.  Here 1s 2 caravan going along over the
desert. Here are a gang of robbers.  They say, “Look! There
is a mich caravan; let us go and rob it, kill the men if necessary,
take their goods from them, their camels and horses and walk of”
But one of the robbers says, “Oh, no; that i dangerous; bestdes,
that would be stealing! Let us, instead of deing thaty go abead
1o where there 1 a spring, the only spring at which this caravan
can get water in this desert.  Let us put & wall around It and call
it ours, and when they come up we won't let them have any water
untit they have given us all the goods they have.” (Applause.)
That would be more gentlemanly, more polite and more respect.
able; but would it not be theft all the same? {Great applause.)
And Is it not theft of the same kind when men go ahead in advance
of population and get land they have no use whatever for, and then,
as people come into the world and population increases, will not
fet this Increasing population use the land unti! they pay an exor

_bitant price? That is the sort of theft on which our first families
are founded. (Applause.) Do that under the false code of
morality which exists here to-day and people will praise your fore-
thought and your enterprise, and will say you have made money
because you are a very supericr man, and thai anybody can make
money if he will only work and be industrious!  {Laughter and
applanse.} But is it not as clearly a violation of the command,
“Thou shalt not steal,” as taking the money out of 2 man’s pocket?
{Applause.}

“Thou shalt not steal,”  That means, of course, that we our-
selves must not steal  But does it not also mesn that we must not
sufier anybody clse to steal if we can help it?  {Applause.}) “Thou

shalt not steal.” Does & not also mean, “Thou shalt not suffer

thyself or anvhody else to be stolen from?’ {Applause.) If it

does, then we, all of ug, rich and poor alike, are responsible for

this social crune that produces poverty.  {Applause.} ~ Mot merely
the men who monopolise land ~they are not to blame above any.
one #lse, but we who permit them fo monopolise tand are alzo
satiies to the theft.  The Christianity that ignores this social
responsibility has really forgotien the teachings of Cheist,  Where
He in the Gospels speaks of the judgment, the guestion which is
pui to men is acver, ¥ Didyou praise me?”  “12id you pray w0
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,med” o Did you beiieve this or did you believe that?” Tt is

oniy this: “What did you do to relieve distress; to abolish
poverty?”  To those who are condemmed, the judge is represented
as saying : “1 was an hungered and ye gave wee not meat, b owas
athirst and ye gave me not drink, I was sick and in prison and ye
visited me not.” Then they say, “Lord, Lord, when 4id we fail
te do these things to you?” The answer is, “Inasmuoch as ve
filed to do it to the least of these, 5o also did you fzil to do it
wnic me; depart into the place prepared for the devil and his
argels.”  On the other hand, what is said to the blessed i, © 1
was an hungered and ye gave me meat, I was thirsty and ye gave me
drink, T was naked and ye clothed me, I was sick and m prison
and ve visited me” And when they say, “Lord, Lord, when did
we do these things to thes?” the answer s, “Inasmuch as ye have
done it unto the least of these ve have done it unto me”
{Applause.) ‘

Here is the essential spirit of Christianity., The essence of ils
teaching is not, ** Provide for your owa body and save your own
soull” but, “Do what you can o make this a betrer world for allt”
It was = protest agaiast the doctrine of “each for himself and
devil take the hindermost 1”1t was the proclamation of 2 common
fatherhood of God and a common brotherhood of men. {Applause.)
This was why the tich and the powerful, the high priests and the
riless, persccated Christianity with fire and sword. It was not
what in so many of our churches to-day is called religion that
pagan Rome sought to izar out—it was what in too many of the
chorches of ‘to-day is called “socialism and communism,” the
doctrine of the squality of human rights ¥ {Great applause.}

Now imagine when we men and women of to-dsy go before
that awfui bar that there we should behold the spirits of those who
in our time under this accursed social system were driven into
crime, of those who were starved in body and mind, of those little
childrer that in this city of New York are being sent out of the
workd by thousands when they have scarcely entered it—because
they did not get food encugh, nor ait enough, nov light encugh,
hecause they are crowded together in these tenement districts
under conditions in which all discases rage and destroy.  Sup-
posing we are confronted with those souls, what will &t avail us to
say that we individually were not regponsible for thetr eartbly

" conditions P What, in the spirit of the parable of Matthew, would
be the reply itom the judgment sent?  Would it not he, 91 pro

was broad enough o

= in it were abundant

vided for them all. "The earth that 1 wade
give them room.  The materials that are pl
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enough for ail their needs. Did you .or did you not lift up your
voice against the wrong that robbed them of their fair share in what
- T provided forall?”  (Great applause.)
“Thou shalt not steal!” Tt is theft, it is robbery that is
producing poverty and disease and vice and crime among us. Tt

Is by virtue of laws that we uphold ; and he who does not raise his .

voice against that crilae, he is an accessory. The standard has
now been raised, the cross of the new crusade at last Is lifted.
Some of us, aye, many of us, have sworn in our hearts that we
will mever rest so long as we have life and strength until we expose
and abolish that wrong. - We have declared war npon it.  Those
who are not with us, let us count them against us.  For us there
will be no faltering, no compromise, no turming back until the end,
{Great applanse and cheering.) )

There is no need for poverly in this world, and in our
civilisation.  There s a provision made by the laws of the Creator
which would secure to the helpless all that they require, which
would give enough and more than enough for all social purposes.
These little children that are dying in our crowded districts for
want of room and fresh air, they are the disinherited heirs of a
greal estate,

Did you ever consider the full meaning of the significant fact
that as progress goes on, as population increases and civilisation
develops, the one thing that ever increases in value is land ?
Speculators alf over the country appreciate that, Wherever there
- 15 a chance for population coming ; wherever railroads meei or a
great city seems destined to grow; wherever some new evidence
of the bounty of the Creator is discovered, in a rich coal or iron
ming, or an oil well, or 2 gas deposit, there the speculator jumps
in, land rises in value and & great boom takes place, and mea find
themselves enormously rich without ever having done a single
thing to produce wealth.

Now, it is by virtue of & natural Jaw that land sieadily increases
m value, that population adds to it that inveniion adds to it;

that the discovery of every fresh evidence of the Creator’s .

goodness in the stores that He has implanted in the ecarth for
our use adds to the value of land, not to the value of anything
else. This natural fact iz by wvirtue of a natural law—a law
that is as much a law of the Creator as the law of gavi-
tation.  What i the intent of this law? Is. there not in it
a provision for social needs?  Thar land values grow greater and
greater as the community grows and common needs increase, is
there not 2 manifest provision for sccial needs—a fand belonging
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to society as a whole, with which we may take care of the widow
and the orphan and those who fall by the wayside—with which we
may provide for public education, meet public expenses, and do
ali the things that an advancing civilisation makes more and more
necessary -for society to do on behalf of its members? (Creat
applause.)

To-day the vaiue of land in New York city is over a hundred
miilions annually,” Who has created that value ? Is it because a

. few landowners are here that that land is worth 2 hundred millions

a year? Is it not because the whole population of New Vork are
here? Is it not because this great city 15 the centre of exchanges
for a large portion of the coniinent? Does not every child that
1s born, every one that comes to settle in New York, does he not
add to the value of this land? Ought he not, therefore, 1o get
some portion of the benefit? And is he not wronged when,
instead of being. used for that purpose, certain favoured individuals
are allowed to appropriate it ?  (Applause.) .

We might take this vast fund for common needs, we might
with it make a city here such as the world has never seen before—a

" ¢ity spacious, clean, wholesome, beantiful—sz city that should be fuil

of parks ; a city without tenement houses ; a city that should own
its own means of communication, railways that should carry people
thirty or forty toiles from the city hall in halfan-hour, and that
could be run free, just as are the elevators in our large buildings ;
a city with great museums, and public libraries, and gymnasiums,
and public halls, paid for out of this common fund, and not from
the denations of rich citizens.  (Applause.) We could out of this
vast fund provide as a matter of right for the widow and the
orphar, and assure to every citizen of this great city that if he
happened to die his wife and his childten should not coms to
wani, should not be degraded with charity, but as a matter of right,
as citizens of a rich community, as co-heirs to a vast estate, should
have enough to live on.  (Applause.} And we could do all this,
not merely without imposing any tax upon production: not merely
without interfering with the just righis of property, but while at
the same time securing far better than they are now the rights
of property and abolishing the taxes that now weigh on production,
We have but to throw off our taxes upon things of human pro-
duction ; to ceasc to fine a man that puts up a house or makes
anything that adds to the wealth of the community; to cease
coliecting taxes from people whe bring goods from abroad, or
qarke goods at home, and pui all our taxes upon the value of land
—ta collect that enormous revenue due to the growth of the
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community for the benefit ot the community that produced it
A{Applause.) :

Dyr. MNulty, bishop of Meath, has said in a leiter agdressed
to the clergy and laity of his diocese that it is this provision
of the Creator, the provision by which the walue of land
incresses as the community grows, that seems fo him the
mest beautiful of all the social adjustments; and it Is to me
that which most clearly shows the beneficence as well as the
intelligence of the creative mind; for here is a provision by
virtue of which the advance of civilisttion would, under the law
of equal justice, be an advance toward equality, instead, as it now
iz, an advance toward a more and more monstrous Inequality.
{Applause.) The same good Catholic Bishop in that same letter
says: © Now, therefore, the land of every country is the common
property of the people of that country, because its real owner, the
Creator, who made it, hath given @ as a voluntary gift unto them,
“The earth has He given to the children of men And as every
human being is a creature and & child of God, and as all His
creatures are equal in His sight; any settlement of the iand of this
or any other country that would exclude the bumblest from his
equal share in the comraon heritage 15 not only an injury and 2
wrong done to that man, but an impious viclation of the benevolent
intention of his Creator.” {Great applause.) And then Bishop
Nulty goes on to show that the way to secure equal rights to land
is not by cutting land up inte equai pleces, but by taking for
public use the values attaching to land.  (Applause.} That is the
method this Society proposes. I wish we could get that through
the heads of the editors of this city. We do not propose to
divide up land  What we propose to dois to divide up the
rent that comes from land; and that is a very easy thing
{Applause.)

We need not disturb anybody in possession, we nesd not
interfere with anybody's building or anybody's improvement, We
only need to remit taxes on all improvements, on ali forms of
wealth, and put the tax on the value of the land, exclusive of the
improvements, so that the dog in the manger who iz holding 2
piece of vacant land will have to pay the same for i as though
there were 2 building upen it In that way we would treat the
whole land of such a community as this as the common estate
of the whole people of the community.  And as the Sailoys’ Snug
Harbour, for mstance, out of the reverues of comparatively a liggle
piece of land in New York, can maintain that fine establishment
o Staten Island, keeping in comfori & number of old seamen, so
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. we might make a greater Snug Harbour of the whole of New YVork
{Gaeat applause.) C ]
The people of New York could manage their estate just a
well as anhy corporation, or any private family, for that matter
But for the people of New York to resume their estate and to
treat it as their own, it is not necessary for them to go to any
hother of management. It is not necessary for them to say to
any Jandholder, this particelar piece of land iz ours, and no longer
yours. - We can leave land titles just as they are.  We can leave
the owners of the land to call themselves its owpers ; all we want
is the annual value of the land. Not, mark vou, that value which
the owner has oreated, that value which has been given 1o it by
mprovements, but simply that valoe which is given to the bare
iand by the fact that we are all here——that has attached to the land
because of the growth of this great community. (Applause.)
And, when we iake that, then all inducement to monopolise the
fand will be gone; then these very worthy genflemen who are
holding one-half of the arsa of this city idle and vacant will
find the taxes apon themn so high that they either will have to
go to work ahd build houses or sell the land, or, if they cannot sell
it, give It away to somebody who will build houses. (Grear
apptause.)

And so all over the country.  Go into Pennsylvania, and there
vou will see great streiches of land, containing enormous deposits
of the finest coal, held by corporations and individaals who are
working but litile part of it.  On these great estates the common
American citizens who mine the coal are not allowed even to
rent a piece of land, ler alone buy it They can only live in
-gompany houses ; and they are permitied to stay in them only on
conditicn {and they have to sign a paper to that effect) that they
can be evicted at any fime on five days’ notice.  The companies
combine and make coal artificially dear here, and make employ-
ment artificially scares in Pennsylvania. Now, why should not
those miners, who work on it half the time, why shouldn’t they
dig down in the earth and get up coal for themselves? (Applause.)
Who made that ceal? there is only one answer—God made
that coal.  Whom did He make it for? Any child or any fool
would say that God made &t for the people that would be one day
cafled into being on this earth,  (Applavse} But the laws of
Pennsylvania, Hke the laws of New Vork, say Geod made it for
this corporation and that Individusl; and thas 2 few men are
permitied 1o deprive miners of work and make coal arificiaily
dear. {Applause.)
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A few wecks ago, when 1 was travelling in Iilinois, a young
fellow got in the car at one of the mining towns, and I entered
wito conversation with him. He said he was going to another
place to try and get work. - He told me of the condition of
the miners, that they could scarcely make a living, getling very
small wages, and only working about half the time. 1 said to

%

him, “There is plenty of coal in the ground ; why don't you

smploy yourselves in digging coal?”  He replied, * We did
zet up a co-operative company, and we went to see the owner of
the land to ask what he would lel us sink a shaft and get out
sorug coal for. He wanted $7500 a year. We could not raise
that much.” Tax land up to its full value, and how long can
such degs in the manger afford to hold that coal land awaya from
these men? And when any man who wanis work can go and
employ himself, then ehere will be no million or no thousand
unemployed men in all the United States.  {Applause.)

The relation of employer and employed is a relation of con-
venience. ¢ is not one imposed by the natural order. Men are
brought into the world with the power to employ themselves, and
they can employ themselves wherever the natural opportunities
for employment are not shut ap from them. No man has a
nataral right to demand emplovipent of another, but each man
has a natural right, an inalicnable right, a right given by his
Creator, to demand opportunity to employ himself {Great
applause.)  And whenever that right is acknowledged, whensver
the men who want to go to work can find nataral “opportunities
to work upon, then there will be as much competition among
smployers whe are anxious Lo get men' to work for them, as ther?:
will be among men who are anzious to get work. Wages will
tise In every vocation to the true rate of wages, the full, honest
earnings of labour. That done, with this ever increasing social
fund to draw upon, poverty will be abolished, and in a little
while will come to be locked upon as we are now begivming ro
took upon slavery—as the relic of a darker and more igrorant age.
{(Great applause.) : )

I remember —this man bere remembers {turning w M,
Redpath) even beiter than I, for he was one of the men whao
brought the atrocitics of human slavery home to the heart and
conscience of the north——1I well remember, as he well knows, and
all the older men and women in this audience will remember,
how property in human fiesh and blood was defended just as
private property in land is now defended ; how the same charges
were hurled wpon the men who protested against human sia.vé;y,
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as are now made against the men who are intending to abolish
industrial slavery. (Applause.) We remember how the dignitaries
of the churches, and the opinion of the rich members of the
churches, branded as a disturber, almost as a reviler of religion,
any priest or -any minister who dared to get up and assert God’s
truth——that there never was and there never could be rightfal
property in human flesh and blood.  {(Applause.)

So it i1s now said that men who protest against this system,
which is simply another form of slavery, are men who propose
robbery. Thus the commandment, “Thou shalt not steal,” they
have made, * Thou shalt not object to stealing.” When we pro-
pose to resume our own again, when we propose 16 secure its
uatural right to every child that comes into being, such people talk
of us as advocating confiscation—charge us with being deniers of
the rights of property. 'The real truth is that we wish to assert the
jast rights of property, that we wish to prevent theft. {Applause.}
Chattel slavery was incarnate theft of the worst kind.  That system
which made property of human beings, which ailowed one man to
sell another, which allowed one man te take away the proceeds of
another’s toll, which permitted the tearing of the child from ihe
mother, and which permitted the so-called owner to hunt with

- bBloodhounds the man who escaped from his tyranny—that form of

slavery is abolished.  (Applavse.}

Sc far as that goes, the command, * Thou shalt not steal,”’ has
been vindicated ; but there is ancther form of slavery.

We are selling land now in large quantities to certain Engiish
lords and capitalists, who are coming over here and buying greater
estates than the greatest in Great Britain or Ireland; we are selling
them land, they are buying land. Did it ever occur to you that
they do not want that land? They have no use whatever for
American land ; they do not propose io come over here and live
on it. They cannot carry it over there to where they do live. It
is not the land that they want. What they want is the income
from it. They are buying it not that they themseives want to use
it, but because by and by, as population increases, numbers of
American citizens will want to -use it, and then they can say to
these American citizens, *“ You can use this land provided you pay
us one-half of all yon make upon it.” What we are selling those
foreign lords and capitalists is not really land; we are selling them
the labour of American citizens; we are selling them the privilege
of taking, without giving any return for it, the proceeds of the toil
of our children. (Applause) .

So here in New Vork you will read in the papers every day
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that the price of land is going up. . John Jones or Robert Brown
has made & hundred thousand dollars within a year in the increase
in the value of land in New York. What does that mean? It
means be has the power of getting so.many more coats, so many
more cigars, so mwuch more wing, dry goods, horses and camriages,

houses or food.  He has gained the power of taking for his own

so much more of these products of human Iabour.,  But what has
he done? He has not done anything.  He may bave been off in
Furope or eut west, or he may have been sitting at home taking it
easy. I he has done nothing to get this increased income, where
does it come from? The things I speak of are ali producis of
human labour—some one has to work for them.  When the man
who does no work can get them, necessarily the men who do work
to produce them must have less than they ought to have.
{Applause.} ~

This is the sysiem that the Anti-Poverty Scciety has banded
together to war against, and it invites you to come and swell its
ranks, It is the noblest cause in which any human being can
possibly engage.  What, affer all, s there in life as compared with
a struggle hike this?  One thing, and only one thing, is absolutely
certain for every man and wornan in this hall, as it is to all eise of
human kind—that iz death. What will it profit us in a few years
how much we hawe left?  Is not the noblest and the best use we
can make of life to do something to make better and happier the
condition of those who come after us—by warring against injustice,
by the enlightenment of public opinion, by the doing all that we
possibly can do to break up the accursed system that degrades and
embitiers the lot of so many?  {Applause.)

We have a Jong fight and a hard fight before us. Possibly,
probably, for many of us, we may never see it come o SUCCESS,
But what of that? It iz a privilege to be engaged in such s
struggle.  This we may know, that 1t is but a part of that great,
world-wide, long-continued struggle in which the just and the good
of every age have been engaged ; and that we, in taking part in it,
are doing something in our humble way to bring on earth the
kingdorm of God, to make the conditions of life for those who come
afterward, those which we trust will prevail in heaven. (Long:
continued applause.} : '
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THE TAXATION OF LAND VALUES.
A BRIEF EXPLANATION.

A tax on land values is not a tax on land, but on the
value of land,

Thas it would not fall on all land, but only on valuable
tand, and on that not in propertion to the use made of if,
but in proportion to its value. It would thus be a tax
not on the use or improvernent of land, but on the ownership
of land, taking what would otherwise go to the ocwner as
oner, and not as a wser of the land.

Tn assessments under the Taxation of Land Values all
vailue created by individual use or improvement would be
excluded, and the onfy value taken into censideration wonld
be the value attaching to the bare land by feason of
neighbourhood, public improvements, ete. Thus the
farmer would have no more taxes to pay thau the speculator
whe held a similar piece of land idln-_:, and the man who on
a city site erected a valuable building would be taxed no
more fhan the man who held a similar site vacant.

The Taxation of Land Values, in shori, would call upon
mmen to coptribute fo the public revenues not in proporfion
to what they produce or accumulate, but in proporiion to
‘e value of the natural opportunities they hold. It would
compel them to pay just as much for holding land idle as
for putting it to the fullest use.

Tha Taxation of Land Values, therefore, would:—

(1) Take the weight of taxation off the agricultural
districts where land has little or no value, rrespective
of improvements, and put it on towns and cities, where
hare land rises to a value of tens of thousands of pounds
per acte, _

{2) Dispense with a multiplicity of taxes and a horde
of tax-gatherers, simplify government, and greatly reduce
its cost. : :

{3) Tt would do away with fines and penaities now
levied on afiyone who improves a farm, erects a house,
builds a machine, or in any way adds fo the general
stock of wealth and employs labour. It would leave

“everyone free to apply labour or expend capital in
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production or exchange without fine or restriction, and
would leave to cach the full products of his toil, whether
oI hands or biain. .

It would, on the other hand, by taking for public use
that value which attaches to land by rewson of the growth
and improvement of the copumunity, make the bolding of
land naprofitable to the mere owner, and profitable only to
the user. It would thus make it impossible for speculators
and monopolists to hold natural epportunitic uch as
valuable land—unused or oaly hall used, and wounld throw
open to labour the illimitable feld of employment which
the earth offers to man. )
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