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THE 3INGLE-TAX
WHAT IT IS, AND WHY WE URGE IT.
Pundamental Eringiples és Stated by Henry George in Finan_
eial Reform Almanac. -
_ - BY HEHRY GEORGE.
7 I shell briefly s%ate fhe fundamentsl prineiples of what we
vho advocafe it cell the siﬁgle-tax.

We propdsa to sbolish =211 taxes save. one single-tax levied on
the value of lsnd, irrespective of the value of improvements in or on
it. |

What we propeée is not & tax on real estate, for real estste
includes improvements, Nor ig it a tax on land, for we would not tax
8ll land, but only land having a value irrespective of its Iimprove-
ments, and would tax that in proportion to that vaiﬂe. |

Our plan involves the impositiom of ne new fax, since wé al-
ready taX 133& values in taxing real eétate, %o carry it out we have
only to abolish &ll taxes save the Tax on real estate, and te abolish
all that which now falls on buildings or improvements, leaving only
that part of 1t which now fells on the value of the bare land. This
we Woulﬁ-increase so as to take & nesrly as may be fhe whole of the
eéonomie rent, or what is sometimes styled the "unearned increment of
land ya%ues,"

That the value of the land alone would suffice to provide all
nseded publie rsvenues - municipal, county and national - there is no

doubte

To show briefly why we urge thle ¢hange, let me treat (1) of its .
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expediency, and (2) of its justice.
I.

From the single-tam we may.expect these advantages:

ls It would diSpense‘with the whole army cf taxgatherers and
other'officials which present taxes require, and place in the btreasury
& much larger proportion of what is taken from the peegle, while, by
making government simpler and cheaper, it would btend to make it purer.
It would get rid of taxes wﬁich ﬁeeessari1y promote fraad, verjury,
"bribery and corruptions which lead men into temptation? and which %ax
shat.the nation can least afford to spare - honesty and conscience.
Since lend lies out of doers and cannot be removed, and its value is
the most readily asecertained of all values, the tax to which we wounld
resort can be colleated with the minimum of cost and the least strain
on public morals.

2e 1t would enormously inersase the production of wealth -

A. By the removal of the burdens that now weigh upon indus-
try and thrift. If we tax houses, there will be fewer and poorer houses
if we tax machinsry,there will be less machinery; if we tax trade, there
will be less trade; 1f we tax capitsl, there will be less capital; if
ﬁe tax savings there will be less savings. 411 the taxes, therefare,
that we would abolish are texes that repress industry and lessen wealth.
But if we tax land values, there will be no less’Iand.

B. Un the contrary, the taxation of lamnd values has the af-
fecﬁ of making land more easily availably by industry, since it mske s
it more difficult for owners of valuable 2&nd, which they themselves
do not care to use, to hold it idle for a larger future price. While

the abhelition of taxes on labor and ths products of labor weuld free thei
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the active element of production, the taking of land vslues in taxation
would free the passive element by destroying Speculatlve 1and values
and preventing the holding out of use of land needed for use. If anyorse
will but look eround to-day and ses fhe unused or but-half used land, n
the idle labor, the unemployed or poorly employed capi#al, he will gat"
some idea of how enormous would be the produection of wealth were‘all
the forees of production fres to engage.

C. The taxation of the processessand products of labor on
the one héna‘ and the insufficient taxatlon of land values on the other‘

produces an ungust aistribution of wealth, which is building up in the

hands of a few, fortunes more monstrous than the world has sver before

poor
These taxes necessarily fall on tha/mo#e heavily than om the rich; by

increasing prices, they necessitate larger capital in all businesses,

end conseguently give an advantage to lapge capitals; and they give,
and in 5eme‘cases are fesigned to givé, special adVantgges and monnpolié
to combinations and trusts. On the other hand; the insufficient taxas §
tiom of land valued& enables méﬁ to make large fortunes by land speeuia—%
tions and the inerease in ground values = fortunes which do not repre~ :
sent any addition by them to the general wealth of the community, but
merely the aporopriastion by some of what the labor éfrothers create;
This unjust distribution of wealth develops on the one hand
g class idle snd wasteful because they are too rich, and on the otler
hend a class idle and wasteful because they are too poor - it deprives
men of -caplital and opportunitiss which would mske them more efficient

producers. If thus greatly diminishes production.
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D. The unjust distribution which is giving us the hundred-
fold millionaire on the one side and the tramp and veuper on the
other, geﬁérat@s.thieves; gamblers, social éarasitss of 21l kinds,
gnd requires large expenditures of money and energy in.watehmeﬁ, A
pblicemen, courts, prisons and other means of defense and repression.
I¥ kindles a gréed of gain and a worship of wesl th, ana'proﬁuces a
bitter struggle for existence which fosters drunkenness, inecressss
insaniﬁy and csuses men whose ensrgies ought to be devoted to honest
prcduetion'to spend their time and strength in cheating and grabbing
from each other. DBesides the moral loss, ell this involves an enor-
mous economic loss which the single;tax would save. | |

| €. The taxes we would abolish fall most heavily on the
. poorer agricultural districts, and thus tend to drive propulation
and wealth from them to the gréat gities. ‘the tax we would increase
would destroy that monopoly of 1and which is the great cause of that
distribution ofrpopulation which is crowding people too closdy to-
gether in some places and scaitering them too far apsrt in other
places. Families live oﬁ top of one anothe: in cities because of %hé
dnormous speculative prices at which vacant lots ars held. In the
country they are scattered too far avart for soeisl intercourse and
convenience, bgcause instead of teking what land he can use, every
one can grabs all he ean'get, in the hope of profiting by tﬁe increass
6f value, and the next wuan s b paés farther on. Thus we have Scores
of families living under a single roof, and other families living
in dug-outs én the prairies afm from neighbors ~ some living teoo

close to esch other for moral, mental, or physical health, and others

too far separated for the stimunlating and refining influsuces of soclety
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The wastes in health, in mentsl vigor and in unnecessary traﬂéporta-'
tion result in grest economic losses which the singls-tax would save.
II. |

Let us turn %o the merai siée snd eonsider thesquestion of
Justice. ‘

The »ight of uoroperty doée not rest on humen laws; they have
of ten ignored and violated it. It rests on natural laws ~ that is to
say, the law of ch. It is clear snd absolubte, and every giolation
of it* whether commited by a man or & nation, is a viclation of the
command, “Thou shalt not staal."' The men who catehes a fish, grows
smapple, reises e calf, huilds a house, makes & coat, paints a picture,
construsbs a machine, has, as to any auch thing, an exclusive right
to cwnership, which earrieé with it the right o give, fto sell, or bé-
Qﬁaath that thing. But who made the earth fhat any man can claim such
f:ownership of it, or any part of it, or the right to give, sell, or
bequeath it?- S5ince the earth was not made by usi, but is only the
temporary dweliing ?laee on which one genaration of men follbws an-
other; since we who find ourselves here are menifestly here with the
equal permission of the Creator, 1t is manifest theat no man can hage
any exclusive right of ownership in land, and thaet the rights of all
men to land must be equal snd inalienable. There must be aﬁ sxclusive
right to the possession of land, for the man who uses it must have
gsecure possession. of land in order to reap the products of his labar.
But this right.of possession must bs 1limited by the squal right of all,
and should therefore be conditioned bn the payment to the community
by the possessor of an équivalent For sny specisl valuable privilege

I

thus accordsd him.
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When we tax houses, c¢rops, monsy, furniture, capital, or
wealth in any of its forms, we take from individusls what rightfully
belongs to them. We violate the right of property, and in the nsme
of the state commit robberj. But when we tax gréuﬂd values we take
from individuals what does not belong to them, but belongs to the
community, end which cannct be left to individuals without the rob-
bery of other individuals.

Think what the value of lznd is. It hes no reference to the
cost of productibn, as has the value of houses, horses, ships, ¢lothes,
or other things produced by labor; for land is mot produced by man,
it has been created by God. The value of land doss not coﬁe from the
exertion of labor on lang, fér the value thus produced is & vaiuge of
improvement. That value thet attaches to any piecé of lend means that
that piesce of land is more éesirahle than the land which cther citizéﬂs
may obtain, and that there are ﬁors willing to pay a premium Ffor per-
mission to use 1it. éustice, therefore, reguires that ﬁhis preniuvm ox
valiue shall be taken for %the henefit of all in order Ho securse to all
their eguel rights. |

Consider the difference belween the value of a building end
the value cf land. The value cof a tuilding, like the value of goods,
or of anything properly styled wealth, is produced by individual exer—
t}on, and therefore properly belongs to the individual; bub the value
of land only arises with the growth and improvemsnts of the cﬁmmunity,
end therefore properly belongs to the‘eommunity. It is not becsuse of
whnat its awners‘have done, but because of the pressmee.of the whole
great population, that land in lew York is worth millions an acre.

This value, therefore, is the proper Ffund for defraying the common ex-
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pense of %hé& whole population§ and 1t must be taken for public use,
under vpenalty of generating 1aha speculation and monopoly whieh %111
‘bring about artificial sﬁaréity wherse the‘cfeator has providea in
Vabuhﬁanee for all whomp His ﬁrovidenee has ealled into axisteﬂce.'rlt:
is thus a violation of justice to tax labor; or the things produced
by 1ab0r,:aﬁd it is also & violation df‘justicé not to tax land faiﬁés

tax, believing‘it fo be the.wreateat and mosﬁ,fumdaméﬁtal of all re-

&

forms. We do nef think it will change human nature. That man can i
neger do; but it will briné asbout conditions in which human -hature |
can develop whet is best{-instead of; as now ig many éases, whaﬁ is
worst. It ﬁdll pe?mix suéh.enormcus producti;n of Weélth as‘ma gsn |
now hardly conceive. It will secure an_equitable distribution. It
will sdve the labor problem, and dispell the darkening elouds which
now are gethering over the horigzon of our civilization. Efgyill makej
un&egervad pavarfy-&n unknown thing. It will check the soul—destroy-é
ing greed of gain; I+t will enable men to bhe at least as honest,jas ;
true, as'eonsiderata, and as high-minded as they would like to bBe. If
will remove tempﬁatiops to 1ying)false sweéring, hribéry and 1aw-breaﬁ
ing. It will open to all, even to the poorest, the comforts and refiﬁ
menfs and opportunities of an advancing civilization. 1t will thus, ‘
so we reverently believe, clear the way fox the eoﬁingrof that kiﬁgdéﬁ
of right ard justice, and comnsequently of abundance and peace and hap;
piness, for which the Master told His disciples to pray and work. It?

not because it is a promising invention or cunning devies that we look



for the singls-tax %o do all fhis; it is becaus’e it involves =8 001;5,
forming of the most fundamental ad justments of society to the supreme.
law o:f'\ justiee, because it involves }the ‘tasing of the ;ﬁa‘ét improtant
of our Taws on the principle that we should 4o to others as ‘we ﬁeul& b
ﬁona by -a-"B‘:tfom.thé Financial Re.fer'm Almansac. | ' .'

c Dee. 27,1894,




