| TH :::WOOL %CHLDULE

E RA@ 'm TFREE DOM

-@: and a: Singles’ Fax tO ‘Gpen the Avemms RN

Lo of Predue‘mon,

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

JUNE 10, 1911 -

WasmNGwN B
:Z-j_ﬂ.u GDVFRNMEN‘I,‘ mxmm& OFFI(}E L
o "'51911 P L




SPEECH

QI

IMON., HENRY GEORGE, JR.

whe Honse being in Commitfee of the Whole House on the state of the Tnioun and
having under cons don the bill (3L B. 11919) fo.-rveduce the datles on wool and
mavnfactares of wool

B, GEOIGH said:

e, Orammma In the times of Alexnnder the Great the Macedonian phalanx
was the invipeible military formation of the w mhi It originated in Mdacedonia
Lefore Philip and Alexander, was greatly developed by them, and then was
Wy by the Qresks, Tor centuries it swept all hefore il

"Thig formation cousicted of spearmen.  Phey were hedvily armored and ear-
ried greai oblong shields to Lide the body. They bore but one WEeADON-—4 Spear
i feet long, - They formed in close ovder, shoulder to shioulier, their
spears extending Tl ; 3 in ranks, close h;f; . Tour, 'six, eight,
and even more deep. hnd their spears ¢x ;

in front  Thew made e solid mass of movicg arwoer and spear points; a for-
miat 4000 men strong, then 6,900, and at Jast up to 206,000, a great,
gio 2 wall, finnked on elther side with awmuor and spedrs and

ilkewise backed,

Advancing over flai ground, this huge living mam"n" machine earvied all
hefore it until i tried fo wz;qzm* Titaly., Tinder lf‘imsa the phalanx went
down Into the d u‘;t mefore the free formation of Roxn

The Roman mrni;w h ahted hody 'm:wr hig smaller sghield, his
short donbie T, MOTe mumli‘ 4 move over the fleld
in onen or clese ordeyy he met Thals ;m: he L:l(i lz new military
probiem on kis ha 4 PEATE, §Dears; a 3 £ EDRRTR
wheth: in fromi, on ol ﬁ:mi,, or in the resr 5 o vast
DOTCD How was he {0 get within amm’s reach of {
waldier, ic do thig he st o usa his weapon—ihe
wan geniug el apon o inye
proflueesd. I wag i
e il ac
1wl pehind the
If a gpearman foll,
Fiat was the floman
wilh their swords had &
One such 1;:& ach maﬁe ihere was 4 wodge
and ithe whole phalany was destroyed. Thus was
The Roman with his broadswoerd and his pllom became

Then was
the phalanx.
1 that conld

amv 01 c;w.l“.
;; the podots gopd

From
Iryprhuas \"Hl({.ii‘ wi
the world's master,

i PHTALANE AND PILUM.

* heneficiavies have been the economlic and political
phslany for long years m the Tanitsd Siat They have Tormed one great
Lmnp‘u-? united body., Reslizing that they must stand together or be destroyed
in detail, they have acted as a mass, their shields spread, {helr spesrs advanced ;
from time to time moving forward to new ground of vantage; making at all
{imes 8 commen brishling defeuse agajust all general aitack,

And so it has been until this Congress. In this special session the method of
attack on ihe tari® phalang has changed. The pilam has now come into use in
this Dex atie Tlouge. This wool bill which we are now debating; ike Cana-
Aian reciprocity bill and ths freelist bLil which we have passed; the other
schedule bills that may hereafter pass are our Roman lances which we hurl ag
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weak points in the tarlff ranks. We break down the spears heve, we break
‘down the spears there, we make a brench and sriden it with a rush, and then
the cry-in the tariff ranks is cach for himself, #mall apd insignificant as these
bills may appear, they carry de wrnetion.,  Flarled by the Democratic side in this
Congress, the tariff army lioe will st points be plerced and breached, and the
monapoly phalanx which, so long as it conld stand intset, was invincible, will
Cend tneutter rout and destruction. TApplause on the Democratic gide.]

Therefore, Mr. Chairman, I have gred t joy in voting for this wool pilt. I do
net regard it as much of a bitl, bat since T unites the Tremocratic side in battle
order itwilt do. By preference was to have froe wool and free woclens, too, I
wonld- have liked the bill to declaye for free trade in wool snd woolens.  [Ap-
plause]: But, thank you, I shall take what I can get.  [Applause]

I heleve thai the gentieman from Geofgia [Mr. Branwyney] is perfectly right
in stating that apy tarif at all invelves protection T am sgainst any pretec-
tion whateser, and theretore I am alfogether againgt a taeiff. [Applanse] T

" am Heainst a tariff for vevenus, for 1 regard 1€ as one of the worst ways for
raisthgirevene

Jat; ke Chaieman, suppose that we yeach a revenne basis; suppose we cud
out muck of the taviff, how are we to supplement the revenue? Shall we go {o
an ineome tax? Some 50 States have approved of a change in the Constitution
that will enable us to do that, and some wlf dozen more States approving it
Congresywill have authority fo puss such an act, . If 1 ghonld be a Member of
this Houge al that tine, I should take greaf plessure in voting for it LAD-

plansef oIt has one merit over a tariff tax; it is divect.  You can see it you
just exuctly what you are paying. Who in the world. knows what . be is

gounder o tayiff tax? : . .

r Or who gets it? . . . L .

MroGRORGE. Aye, or who gefs i£? ¥or, as has been snid of old, the tarit
is a device for petting. the most feathers with the least squawking., [Laughier
and apolzuse.| L )

Bnt while an income lax is hetier than a tarilf tax, I am opposed to it. Wy
tax incdmes? Blen toil away their days i tryiog to get incomes, Why should
they not keep them to spend as they please? Why should the Gov rivment thx
any parf nto the Public Treasury 2 To support the Governmend, it is said. But
to get.support In fhat way is ail o mistake The Brivis
come X, but they ave now Iowering it. The whole frend of taxation is sway
from thai ilen, The march of enlightenment opposes a tax of any kind. upen
production. It opposes personal property tnxes 1t epposes taxation upon the
improvements on land-——0pon dwellings, stores, factories; upon the buildings of

vemner, his fences, ditches, drainS—opposes ihe taxation of anything and
ng that comes from hinpan toll

THE SINGLE TAX,

To him that prodoceth, to him should go the fruits thereof, This s getting
1o ba the current of thought. Consequently 1 pelieve that just go surely as this
country shail establiish an income tax that surely will the mass of those wlho
pay it become active n quest of gome substitute fax. They will be far more
active against an income tax than fhey may now be againsi a tariff tax, because
an income tax is direct in is incidence. It can be seen plainly by the man who
pays it. Therefore Income-lax payers wwiil rebel againgt this tex upon their
industry. They will look for a tax that will raise revenue, but not tax thrift,

CWhat tax will do that? A tax on iand values will do it; do it absolutely. It
wrill fall on privilege, and not any part of it on foil
- Phis brings us to a consideration of the single-tax philosophy. T am a single
taxer. I do not believe in faxes upon any kind of indastry, or upon anything
that comes from industry. 1 believe the whole burden of taxation—Tederal,
“State, and municipal—should fall upon monepoly. I helieve it should fall upon
the mother of all mongpolies; upon the earth; upon that value which comes to
any piece of land not by reason of the toil of its owner—for ail improvements
ghould be exemptad—but from the development of the community; from social
growth and social improvement.

That part of New York City Lnown as Manhattan Borough, Manhattan
Island, comprises Jand ofiicially valued at more than three thouzand million
dollars. The island was hought from the Indians by Datch traders in the
seventeenth century for $24 worth of calico aund glass beads. Yet now that
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sare ploce of Tand gtands on $he tax books ¥
is the ai walge of the ground ale
buildings or otier improvements of @
waiue from to three thousand m
The coming of population did past; _,51 part; the laying
ot of strveets, the making of grent 3 IIPreV ﬁ;;.{*.zﬂ.-s‘:, i eral teil, 1h9
buliding s i g sonter of preduction, of mensfaciuring s

trade made 1 g ;}t’i ‘iﬂ( iad iumm' Lrouwght i:-
to that piece of Famd, ig
For gecial uses? Why aot s
Hely-made vajue for the 1 1

Nov, such astion 18 2 o far away, Bills
abolish he per% a,} -propetrty tax azmd fo rednge
Iand, 'Fhis volve o correspondiag increas
the ground ﬂw*

To tax tand values, ground valves, alone is not a mwere dream. It I8 bl ihe
utterance of 8 man so far in the advanes of practical affnivs a8 Just to be
and Then b{; i sl My c*{ii‘ea}!ﬂe“-, tis 8 prin-
“; is ¢l j

v i.z.;f'}e*h{, .m
‘111 The ey

; sation this pa
ad, Hi;ne, and Federal?
he State legislature fo
2 on hnprovemnents om
in the tax now faliing on

mple st is now
legistation, of ti‘-;e
the CGeeident ;. it s
the north of uvs with
mentons, corwu}nnﬂ érive fu;;wmd m (xl‘f_,l" Briiam.

'LlE?b; ;t haz, made @ w0~

CIW PROGRESBIVE JAPAN.

In progressive Japan, for Instance, they have just made a substandial ad
vance in this method of tasation, It bas come threugh the simpie process of a
better waluation of fthe hnd, Japan bas all manter of fawes. I has tame
burdened production fn o multifude of ways. It has had great need of revebue,
It iz a -conntry deng given (o agriculture and now begh mm o wstpnlfnetare.
1% has within 15 years sustained two great g, one with China, the greatest
nower in Asln; the ether with Rusgis, supposo Lily the grentest milibary posser
in Morepe. - It has large ard growing mublic oxpense—cost.ef raliroads, for the
rallreads thare-are Government roads, as ave the telegraphs and the felephones.
1t has cost of raral rosds, ;m’uiu’, huildings, schools—ithe scbool 8 1 9k o
transplanted, ¥t has cest of recenstracted.citie i andd B 3
servies, with wide and sivalzht &,me‘s Lwd) f modern eccidental administra-
tion and poll g
nation-destrg

it nesds, or §
¢ ' el belior §
Ali this requires revense, ‘\me ; Marshal Margnois
Katsura, found the way. ke put tm(»t 1 tiae THetr an m’*t for a new valustion
of the lands of the cities. The cities had grown enormousl ¥ in the last four
decades, Individaals had made fortunes ont g Iand va The bmd-
tax rate swas very small and there Bad beem me revnluation veayrs, Ilis
ack {_’ﬂ“é’d for a nelw valuafon. Et s.'ﬂq made; and, the swane tax rate belng ap-

TAYING LAND VALUES BN GERMANY,

In {lermany the comsiant ory Bas been for more I‘M’e*we. It Iz bheen the
robilosn of practical sisftesmen, sueh as faesd ey wzisiature dn the world.
worndge encugh revenue? It had long bhesn e lw’—»{i that land was valaed
in Germany folowing methods of the Middle Ages. The value was determined
by {the yieldl of the land, nst its marke dee, Whe emaB farmer's and and
the small merchant's Innd sielded o rel ¢ly darge prodace: therefore It was
walued bigh., The great lovd's parks and bunti ounds and the speculators
wrimnroved tracts about a growing ity yw!ci@u {ie or no prodace ; therefore
that fand wsvig el at a low dhmuoo Various of the German Biades had
anthorized thelr prandcipalities to make pew valpations, abandoning this vield-
of-the-land process and adopting the murkst- ¢ method,  IU woerked admip.
aply. It brought in revenue and discouraged the holdd

ing of idle lands,

The Reichstag presently fellowed that same lite. it put throagh a bill o
make a selling-price valnation of land, then i tax that.  But since the munici-
paiities clajmed this land-values fax as o municipal privilege, the Imperial
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Government compromised with the lesser governments.
80 raised with the other governments. Fifty per cent of th
o to-fhe imperial excheguer, the other 50 per cent to be di
Jocal-and the Sinte governments,
JInthis way & land-values tax is raiging an abundance FETITID “.*]‘r‘w For.

merly it yislded next to wothing, The small Iaudow »; the
cgrent landewner wueh, Should Germany earry that p inereske
the takx; there would be in land valves—values made by L‘d ation of
.-(Ju'mﬁny- and not by tHe landowners alone—a sufficient revenue {g et i1l the
“governmental neads, lmperial, State, or mundeipal, Pher all €1 TG
tariffitaxes, income taxes, siamp duiies, and every other tax devised for revenue
raising—could be reduced, and, if desired, totully abolished

Tt divided the rgvenue
£ & e was to
ded belween tle

IN AUSTRALASIAL

a—to the

Bu-t'.'_it iz when we firn to the people of our own stock and langus
ple of

peoplesin the antipodes, for instance—that we see how easily this p
taxation: might be applied fo our coaditions in this ceuntry; for in New
Zealand:they have many taxes, but they ralse one-six cth of their revenue by a
tox on-land valpes, iIn determining ths value (hey e ground alone—
whut. the puhuclﬂ economisis call th{, conomic rent of Lhuond.” Ii is that valne
attaching:to a given plece of land e\ut'sne of any value of Improvements
upon it

In Austealin they have what Hemy D, Lloyd calied the “4 wiralian tax.”
It is metely a small ground-valne tax.  It.was regorted to to hit the speecula-
tors wha went in advance of the pioneers, acguiring ibe land and helding it
againstiuge until they got thelr priee. They would not. use it themsselves
t‘w would allow oth"t;rs to-use it only at the price of belng bought out, ”iwy
potmh/ A production.”

MrooNORRIS, Infixing the voloe of the land for tu(‘ purpose of ta*mtmn,
you wotkd not tzﬂ:e inte consideration any improvements?

Mr. GEORGH. As though it haed no improvement on it: what it wonld sell
for iu the o}}en market, That market price is the suom of advants 1 the
situntion? if there bé public streets or other public improvements, for instance;
if ﬂmle be jmy }mvements on adjoining lois—all such consiierations enter into

raluess =

My, WORRIR. So that you would not consider the improvement of the Iand
you ardfixing, but you would congider the othor improvements on otl fangd
thot had a tem eney to pot a value inte that Iand v } el you were taxing?

My GEORGE Yes; but you would not have o bother aboul tlmi. You
simpiy determine the selling value of the Tand.

FANOOUVER.

Mr, GIORGE, Un north of us, In Vancouver, British Columbia, iley have
appled what is whl.d the “single tax.,” So far as local revenues are eon-
carned, it is a single bt it is not the single tax I am ‘Hh()("tli.lj—.;, giijcea
it is very smadl in amouni—uot suflicient o cheek the greant land “boom 7 now
in progress there in conseguence of the excmpiion of bulldings auvd all other
imprdévements from taxation
The city hegan some ago by exempting 25 per cent of the value of
vements from taxation, That worked so well that 50 per cent were ex-
1. Then they exempied 75 per eent; and for two years, I think it is, they
Hisve entively removed improvements from the tax rolls. The course of pei-

el

sendl-property exemption was similar, No persen alty tax now exists ihere.-

The gole source of revenue in that advancing city is the land value, ground
¥zloe; the value called © econoinic rent” by the political economists.

CoUAs A result, Vancouver has inereased in improvements I
duthe world. I was informed by Mayor Taylor during a visil there that the
“ricrense in Vancouver's improvements during the Iast yeay was 87 per cent,

T¥ere Deing no tax on buildiags or other things a man might put on his laud,

dadustry and thrift are encooraged.

Indeed, there is s¢ much benefit from {his policy that Japd values arve rising,
‘I‘]me is very active speculation in land. The advaniages from the exempdion
improvements is Hkely to be absorbed by land f)pLLuLiuuu. Against thig ihe
458710150

wster than apy city




6

people of FTanconver will be compelled to defend themgelves by tncrensing the
tax rate on land valses,

But this aside, the idea of exempting improvements from taxatlon is spread-
ing all through western Cansda, W i.mrm'cr tried, it is working most prosper-
ously,  And nowhers, In Cons ralin, or mxywhﬂe else, is there the least
disposition to g0 back to the old t wes.  The people in Washington and QOvegon,
as you can fing i you go out to thoese Blates, are looking with amazed eyes stiz
Cunada and her exempiion of indasivy from any mxation. Altracted by that,
MARY are going wp over the border. Many more will most assuredly go unless
thoge Western States shall adopt a similar policy of exempting improvements
from ftaxation.

Some say the farmers wonld ohject to this single tax, But have we not seen
in the newspapers how the Canagdisn farmers from the west wont te the Do-
minion Parlinment and asked fox the adeopiion of the reciprocity treaty wilh
ue? They offered o make up any lozs of revenue by submitting to a tex apon
Iand valy They be od that they would get benedits from even that gmall
measure of free frade with the Uinited States, anﬁ were willing 1o pay foy such
benefii by accepding a tax upon groutid xalsms%u ihe ground values alone, of
course, less all Dmprovement vaine. Certainly, this is an apswer 10 sny who
say that the furmers of this country would pever bear such taxation. For, let
me repeat, this tax is apen land waloes exclusively. When you come fo con-
sider 1he values in a farm you find that flicy are lirgely betterments—improve-
meuts the Tarmser's labor has wronght, Exempting them, the valve that remains
to be taxed is very much shruok ap. Moveover, speculative valne in the land
would lessen. Indeed, spsculative valoe wounld disappear with heavy . faxation
of land values. -

AR BRITIBH BUDEET FiGHTL

But it iz to Great Britain that we must farn for the most exiraocrdinary in-
giance of advancement aleng this line. 'The budgel fight, of which the world
has henrd, was nothing but o fght with landierds over a fax upon land values,
The Right Hon. Lloyd George, chancelior of the exchequer, fmmed the budged
and led the fight, Xe i, I believe, the most wonderful pelitician in the world
He roge from the ranks.  Iie came from the "Welsh Hills, afe of {he bitfer brend
of poverly, practiced huombly asg a lawger, and then reached Parlinn nt.  ¥le
came face to Ince with all (he great spcial and political problems of Hi
None were more difienlt than the taxation problem, The Conservaiive, or
andiord, party was proposing to revive protectionism in the United -Eingdem
and o muke pr ro mGre sectire. George struck at this wi iz a land iax Ile
brought ip a bod in most respects just like other budgais P rane
ning in main featores.  IHis budget contained o slig >, ?{t WHS i
e it of an iteln—a tax {0 fall on land values. The U was (ln ideil'Thio two
parts: A part was to fall upen the valuve of fand at the thne of its sale; the
oiher pari was fo be an anuoal charge. ’ :

When gns\ senting his budget to Parllament, Tlord George explained that, pro-
eeding the layin GL the tax, {here would have to be a revalantion of the land

of the Unitm Hingdom; thnt some had not been walued since the time {he
ﬁ%tvaz*% were kings; and that some stood valued as 14 was In the days when the
Morman Willinm crossed ihe chapnel and took {he crown from the Saxon
Iiarold.

The matter of valuing was not to be done by public officialy, as is ony common
praciice. Under the hu‘mei it was fto ke doue by the landlords themselves,
They were te male ont schednles upon which the fax wouid be imposed,

Tmagine any proposition of that sord in ihis conntry! Imagine the d
ouy "reai trusts, at whose core is the most valuable land, coming w the
tax office and mal ing their own valuation for public taxation! And yet Tleyd
George invited the British landiords to do just this

And upon a valualion so derived hie propossd in the frst instonce o lay a
tax. hmv meh of a tax do vou suppose? Why, one-fifth of 1 per cent?! Why
sghould there be any hullahaleoo abont that? One-Glth of 1 per cent! The land-
gwners of Mew York Uity paid more than 2 per cent on theiv land valves this
year., They paid move than ten times the amount the British landlords were
under the Lioyd George budget asked o pay! .

There was the other part of the budget proposition. The Government pro-
posed to take note of the valuation any owner should make for taxation pur-
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poses, and agnin when the land should be sold—six menths, a year, five years,
or whenever afterwards, Shouid the value at the sale show any increase over
the value made for iaxation purposes, the Government was to treat it as an
“ pnearned imcrement "—that is, as unearned by the landlerd. Of this “un-
earned-dncrement ” the Government was to take 20 per cent.

. As for the amoeunt of revenue to be raised under this tax on land values, It
was preposterously small. I actually calied for only £600,000—53.0060,000 of
our mouney. What would we say to a Federal tax that was going lo raise
$3,600,0007.. Why, $3,000,000 would not pay a third or a fourth part of one of
the super-Dreadnought killing machines that we think we have to add to our
Navy, in these days of profeund peace. Why, Mr. Astor, the gentleman who
expatridted himseel and went over to Hngland to beeome a British sabject,
corld have paic out of his Manbattan Island rents, which he still exacis, that
amount of money and not thought of it. He bad just bought an old castle—
1 dg tot know what date it goes back to—and he was fixing it up and refurnish-
ing it Fle will, first and last, spend several times $3,0600.000. The Duke of
Westminster, the Duke of Bedford, or any other of the half dozen great London
landlerds,. could have paid that $3,000,000, or £660,000, and not been bhurt one
bit; indeed, scarcely noticed the amount.

THIN EDGE OF THE WEDUE,

Why, then, all the opposition we haye read of? ‘Because the Iords perceived
in thiz-gmall iax the thin edge of the wedge. A small tax rate this yeay; but
with a valoation mide, the tax might be heavy next year and heavier the year
after. -

Hesides; the chanceller of the excheqoer had in public speeches invited mu-.

nicipalities to consider whether they would not like to fake this imperial land
valuation.as o basis for a little local revenue raiging, knowing, as all the King-
dom knew, that London, Glasgow, Dublin, and a huondred other of the chief
cifies and loenl governing centers had petitioned Parrliasent for just such
permission. :

What wonier, then, that the lords. rose up and howled. They called Liowd
Gleorge. s thief., Worse than that—IHsten, you iawyers in this House—they
called him an attorney! If there are any ‘Welshmen here, beware! for when
their wrath broke all bounds ithey called him a “ Welshman!”

And of the Liberal Party the lords cried: “ They are pulling down the pillars
of the State. They ave destroying the Brilish constitution. They are dragging
to the grave the greatest natien on earth”

Let me tell you, gentlemen, Tdoyd George and his progressive party were pall-
ing down corgneted laudlordism. The tax was small, but British privilege
knew its import. The tax wag small then, but it is going to be increased, not
nty ng.an hoperial tax, but as a basis for tocal revenues.

& here we bave the way made clear to g8, The great people from whom
onr institutions lwive come, from whose loing the body of our people eviginally
sprang,. have fought dewn any proposal to return to profectionism; they have
reduced income laxation, and in furious politieal conflict they have lald the
foundationg for taxing land moncpoly. And in all this the English, Irish,
Seotch, and Welsh radicals have stood together as never before in the politics
of the United Kingdom. i

Great Britain has much freedom of trade. They do not tax imports that
compete with things prodaced in Great Britain, Tihey do tax some of the things
not produced there, but purely for revenpe purpeses. These faxes may go be-
fore.a great while. The land-values tax is small new, but it is likely to grow
fast Hecanse of these who oppoese it—the landed arvistocracy.

Why should we in this country neb go to land values for all our revenues?
We get part there; why not all? Abelish {he tariff and other taxes on pro-
duction and inerease onr present faxstion on land values. I the older coun-
{ries find it good, if the newer parts of the world, Australia and Canada, find
it good, why should not this conntry find it good?
1z there in any part of the world a greater, more damaging, more damning
kind of land mouopoly than in this couniry? Can you find in any part of the
world landiords so great, so mighty? Where will you find, ameng the peerage
of Burope, dukes or earis or counts or viscounts so powerful frow their landed
possessiens as arve simple eitizens of our country?
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A steel trast has vast possessions
e 100 An ol 1y
which' if {:31{)*»% 1o waed umy a sy 151 part,
sanvhody., Yoo will God the roots of most o
1107 pppiy the o tax? Al the reveny 3 This
ocab-—ainounts i round nnmbers o B2000,000.600 a sz‘
roli of the country probably apnrosimates four thousand

is an awmp ie\ BOUTCE all nesids,
; ML =i t.?m

"Ei;me LOERESHIONS
Siom

L land o }cmév
-3 eral
The griig
Hons, s0 Haszt £

e fo m“m that the ireigatl
By ponmiag

Mir. ;
district in which I live in {‘11.&1".(:3'1 i
vote, voted to exempt ihe u‘r.igazta(m Hﬁlir(?‘ oTer
State of California, :

Mr. GEORGE I eongratulate the State of Oaliforaia.

Land monopoiies such as fmd e,x.amg,l@ only, if {here be an

ever, in the lmperini éa s, exist here. Tim erent W it
maker, conld go te Parlia ;m'mt with 600 Hreried me Bat o ngi{a citizen, a
Carnegle or any cue of a largs number that any Gt u's might neme, could, i he
chose, have net 680 but 8,0600——we might say, In stme instavees, 60,000
retainers, should he choose €0 8o uin‘oaa in mcm i slvie, :

Whenee comes all this?  FPri ¥ from gwnership of the soil. That is {he
very essence of fhege menopoly fortunes, Given a eondition “‘.\. ] ﬂ:e'fe W OWIL
fhe soil that all others {here must use for thelr subsistence, y Tow. are the

masters of the many. )

Hr, BHERIEY., The gomlﬂm*m hag aliuded to My, Csregle, Doeg hs
think he I8 acceurate in giving the impression that Mr. Carnegie's forlune cime
ag the result 6Ff the ownership of land?

Mr. GHRORGE. Yes, Ido; mainly. Air. Carnegie was born in Seotland.

“eame to this country and w orked as o boy in a eotton mill in Allegheny Uity
Pa. " Then he worked as a izlegraph operator in Pittsbirg, across fhe nwr-
+hen ag ap employes of the Pennsyivania Hailroad, Iater as ii’s tahary
intendent, and from that pesition, with the Pennsylvand Hailvoad to bick b
he stepped cut into the manufactire of irom and sl What did he know
abont iron and steel? He cowld not make & ton of iron or steel. Bul he had
two things: e had associnfed with him a genius who conld maké fron and
steel, and he had the Penngyivania Rallvosd Dehind hin, with the zpme king
of seoret comirhcts or understondings that Rotkefeller Bad about that lme

with the railroads for the carriage of oil. Cnwnegie not only had orders for -

rails, wheels, bridges, and other stractural iron and steel, hul e had spesial
rates for the carringe of fnished and unfinished prrrlnets to and from mines
amdt mills, By reason of these rates he was enabled to um}mmd all eoms
petifors, )

iach of this {8 toid by Az, Carncgie himself in his brlef biographis
Tt in Risg inbst resent book, © Probiems of To-duy,” he desoribs in i
and with precise instances the groatest faclor in the produciion of the grent
combinations and great individual fortuiies. He says ¥ lles i the monopoly,
of land,

Tt was by helding o menopoly of the Connellsvilie eosl fie
coat i the world, and subsequenily by possession of prasti
mest available iron and stesl ore In the country that the United States Steel
Corporation received material ady antage over all compet suflicient, at any
rate, to Toree a gentlemews agreement with competiiors hee 3, while the tariff
shut off competition from wit thout.

. Mr. SEERLEY. If the gentleman will permit, T am niot-In any sense defends
ing, even by questions, the meiimﬂ by which Mr. Carnegle obtamoa hiz fortune.
Nouher am I criticizing it. The gentleman’s stalewment did not seem fo me 0
jndicate whereln in any sccurate use of the word Yiand” Mr Carnegie’s
fortune was dependent vpon it I would like to have the gentleman defing
just what he means by “land” o

Mr. GEORGH. By “iand”¥ I do not _me:-:n mitls, ¥ do not mean rallread
tracks, 1 do oot mean ony thmﬂ made by labor. By “land” I meazn the super-
ficles of the earth. By “land” I mean the thing on which we stand, from whiclt
we came, to which we retin.

Mr. SHERLEY. Let ns define the definition, beeause the very questlon of
what is meant by land, to my mind, is the crux of the whole proposition upon
which the gentleman- bmlds fis superstructure of land values and and taxation,
e gays he means that which, It I may paraphrase his langnage, is the gift of
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Cpabue and nob the result of man's bandiwork.
C b comes ot of the E rdd do b land

pethod of taxalion whick the genileman is ex

3]

Mi'. o uol

, to {he extent thal the genersd ownership of ron ore

ot relat and?

d that which nature pffers o man hefore man has

',\F‘

i ocail lan

cally nething; there is ao value

v 1hat sense, there 18 Drac
he pnts his hand to it
B GERGEGIE, § ocan hoave o vacant ot here In Wi
fust as it was at the timwe the Indinng ove il
not 2 sHek or a stone has been touch

Wy, BHERLIY. Tez: if has n po

Bir. BOE 18 bas an acinal value, for value orovesds not onkly from
labor, but alss from a power to exact lm(ti.z.

Mow, Mr, Chaleman, observe fhte Coal Trust. T do not belioye that any
améunt of regulation, apy amouni of exswination into fnancial accounts, any
amount of acts bere In Congress Tov the reorganization, if you pleage, of the
Coal Frast will do any lasting good. Yoo pass ations and ot p regulators,
and then you have goi o hs somebody vegninie the reg ors.  [Laughter]
The only way to kit a combination lke ihe Loai Trust is m }:ut the monopoly
principis tnderlying it

shtingbon, and i may e
sefl it fov a priee. ¥et

R ANTHRACVIE-U0ATL TRUST.

Take the Ant wacite Coal Trust in Penvigyivania, It possesses practically all
of the hard-coal fand of that State. Lmtm_@ has put mte engfern Peimsylvania
4 s_*rmtdc aosit of havd conl. Ii B been the business of the authracite railroad

g ER a0, o get possession

ummﬂ‘ with the Reading Bailroud )
-h'~u't for the eartiage of

prchase, by long lewse,

s acting fogether have & ways gub control of the
hard coal of ‘;11 erp Penpsylvanin,  The 1‘;&11’;!{' qe. has not been 1o oine coal.
It has bosn, rather, nof to mine eonl. Thelr purp heen to limit the outpat
and to foree vp the price of conl—io work only heir 1and, a small pare,
and fo leb um remainger lie idle, as though d not wt, and to kaep others
from the use of it. Why could they do ths "There v‘s:, BOo 0X gpon it, no
penaliy ou their deing it ’} he law does not discour age it; nor does even publie
opinion, People do not real itreontd and should be stopped; that it conld
be ﬂas:;hi?ﬂh Gesiroyed by the simples prog sation. The law of Ponnsyl
vanin requires a fax on the market valys ¢ land. The actual practice is
not to assesy af the wmarket valde, wilich wo be as valuable mineral land.
The practice 5 10 as inf denttursl land. Then, the tax upon
that prepe  very '~«umll o that these great coal baroms
20 pra

Butb 1T we were w mrﬂ BB .d)s aiﬁ 1;}31“1«:% Viil
books, and then incze the tax upon that valaafion, you wonld sce whether
the Anthracite Trost counld hold iy lands e or kesp the price of Hs coal high.
Its purpose then would not be Lo nuhke 8 s in owtpat in prder to pat up
prices and keep down the wages of laboy by lmiilng opportunities for employ-
ment, A heavy pon the E’Qiil Tl value of these lands would compal
their use. Their use would 1'= for labor, 'The price of labor
would go up in the hazd-cos 1{*&11}1“,. s of the larger output of eoal;
the price of coal would go Gd“‘i}. Consumers in the DUniled Btates would get
gheaper eonl. Taberers in the coal regions would have higher wages, shorier
hours, and Godl knows thelr little boys would ot bave to work in the breskers
or ihetr liftle giris go into the silk mills to help gel the family subsistence,
TApplause.| )

By, HAMILTON of AMichizan, I wish to azk the gendleman a guestion
shuply for informatios. I am very mmueh Interested in hig statement. The
sunding 80 very ably would
resilt in what i known as expropriation eveniuaily, would it not, of the coal
lands? 'That is to say, the title of the coal lawgds would pass to the Btate,
wonld it not? i

e, GEORGH. No, siz. ] .

My, HAMILTON of Michigau, You think tkat the eorporations wonid be
ahile to. continue to pay the tax and to sel the coal?
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: hale policy wouldl be to use Innd, not fo hold it
out of use, e 1 prd f“e% and smail sades of the mined eonl, there
would be lavge sa

Ay, POCET,

21,

igitity !';;@ the g

ng, The assertion was
o changed conditions
of neylvania. Is
from work-

the breakers
hiere thal pro

be allowad
Coaware of fbe

m, does not the gentleman know
‘,tfm agrecment betweesn
g of coat?

ML J(H‘i B
y -md 331 i! @ ‘*!mnis

ven By “st {&, .-.i«'l\'[) to lie
mor m%ic side

gt th
The ;xeutfum‘m asks
setween the
know that it is wtza- ACTOLY
talking abont that.
join labor ovga
TAppiause.] L stand dor uui(;uﬁi.
the printer’s trade myself. I Iw
an active trade-unionist:
an unnaforal coundition. itisa o
Iahor te sell muast l}d?ld iimn:nlw
defensive, to ma
and the Hke, | x;}*)_;umsi‘ §
unnatoral, Thai ig ihe ,u'r'«z"*e*mui ihat bus to he men in a
SI‘lL(’ of mdn strial \’:R}E. ; 1 f2In idikuw of men in o sgiate :z fr a.'edozn, where
ST in e eye as o fre H
f““mm ‘n 11 ;mm:i

OV sylvania, I
T do not desry . Loam not
;‘,ht,nn vhere men do not have o
a sinall mensure of soeial. Justice,
n of a tradennio Toweni to

a trade, 1 sho réninly be
: that o naturad ¢
Fition where men wiho have nothing but their
her into an crganization, offensive and
_,‘git t;‘-‘“’ ean in respect to price, fo tims,
e it as

o

R, \Iii RLITY
ness of his b[,«l'!,(l‘il!(—?.iit.
the priece of coul becau

i he -coriect-
of

eopssity o

also think that such s fux wou i h@lp conser
Ar. (“} Oﬁ{xh. M . Chairmai, dn not onre his cons 11;11-0:1

What do the
1ds of monop-
stion, no man
: s.sz*z)ﬁt weoeuld be
Tnited States,
Treasury ané used
11 of fzn'min_s: Taud

th:a pul alw
0E15+5 'u;d 8] wu} 1*{3;5' .’s‘é"eil, if you Lit land
wiil want tG own. 1and simply for monapely’s
gone, Thig single tax \m,mi tax land monoepx
Any value atiaeking to dmud wonld be taken I il

by all.  Thersfore there v 1 e 026 <,(f;\’ﬂl!h HE
or iineral land or timber Ik

Meo SHERLEY., Doss ihe gxﬁ:ii;i@m
principle as to the view - the Governm
property that consists of _‘zt" private prone
than Iand ; and, if 8o, wi fur t ¢

Mr. (xFOR(}E Yaos; o very ¢ ; for who
Almighty, And for whom For ali
tinction whatsoever; and | nan’s Jaws
trath, it must in the end go dow as to other
newspaper, a bool, glass, iron, things that we see
things ountsgide—they have mm(‘ o man’s eser ir t1Lio springs
eriginaliy from labor, see o vast difference, fo wreperty in the
creean and in property 1;1 {he figh faken by labov ouf of ih n.

My, SHERILIY. Very well, but can the geatieman state any condition of
land ownership that does not have a value as the vesult of man's labor?

Mr. GHORGH. Does the g an mean the owner's Iabor only?

Mr. SHERLEY. O, we are not disenssiog the Iabor of the owner. We are
discussing man's abor, The gentlemnan undertakes o ms the distinction
bhetween those things that are the glft of Gogd and those things that are the re-
sult of man’s labor. ow, it ig a perfectly proper distinction if it exists, but
if it ig applied axtificially to things, then the whole® fabric based upon it nust
fall,

Mr. GEORGE. T said that that value should be taken into the Tublic Treasury
which was the consequence of social growth, meaning increase of population;
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and of social improvement, menning the laying ont of strem‘s, the putting in of
gredes and bridges, the erection of public b rviering, sewering,
lighiing, beating, the providing of tranzportation for ¥, and matters of
that sort, This value comes from the exertion of the communily angd the jn-
crease in numders of the community, It Is a public valpe, acd shonld be so
constdered aiid be publicly taken.

By, SHERLEY. If the
that statement, that so far as an unearned inevement iz concernesd it helones
more to the community tham te the individual whoe iz the fortunate possessy
of it; but the proposition the gentleman annomced in answeor 10 my quest
was that e differentiated hetiveen private land ownership and private ovwnor-
sm of other property, and when I asked him why, he snid beoapse he con-

sidersd land to be the gift of God awd private properiy to be the act of man's
Ltbor. When I asked him fo fuarther evolve that he brings me badk {o the prop-
osithor of unearned increment,

Mow, the whole meat of the gentleman’s
book—one of the most interesting and {’;?Gf‘h%“ﬂ(ll"'
{hat very question, I s the crux of the vm}a pioﬁi‘.‘-ltiﬂil, mwt}‘u‘ ]qnfl as
he nges the word “land,”” represents something that belongs to the com:pumty
at large goy mere than the other property.

Mr, GRORGE Yes: (he lund wis made
to it may be guite apard from the owaer's labor. The owner may do notling.
any vaine that attaches fe that particuiar piece of land s a public vakie.
To iHusirate: Here wou have in the confer of Washiugton a Tet, a tacoant
plece of proper Tt has wothing Whatever upon it T 'has héver been im-
proved tnany way, Yol i has a gelling value ‘11‘(} will increase in price. Who
made that valoe? Swrely not the labor of the man owning the and, e @id
not turg’ a hand. He might bave gome into the mouniains as d¢id Ry Yan
Winkle and slept for 20 years, and returning, found a value in his lasd that
be had nothing o do with makisg. Why should not such value be takeh ay
a public yoalue? I certainly separate # from any valuse that B he put
upon that land in the way of 2 bouse or & wachine, Such value pmfectiy

clearly is a private ‘;-'zs'i'a ;ud belongs to abor.

‘h‘ Ciummm ax meels, 28 no other kind of a {ax deey, the
all, as Inid down hv Adam Smih, the

¥ God,.and the value that attaches

G

R lng
irst of

Nr i A, Just o momant, A little while ago the ge ntie—
man stated uw by i don o the methed of “W..itum avhileh he it ;
cating imon ﬁ]mis W a monopoly of coal holdings, for iflus f1
tion, I - o L:n W the fitle of 1?;&\ }}1{)}}{1t}' would go when tL
sbhod of 'i; 1fion,

T mm uid . wtny where Et 5. We do nol
T v taxing the value of
’jim. .*{,h er gf wmonopely is the power to

ﬁ‘{l'. Eir

But couwld not the mononaly, having to pay
the imerense :

sl 1A BT the Lous ‘ﬂ

Might e unt wndertale m do that, as he does

When you pat a tax en production, you limit pro-
1 not preduce aoless 1 ecan geb compensation for the 4
to the ¥ o, and thereby they gel recompensed
l%m oot g9 when you {ax land values. By potting
o amonnt of Iand, Yon can not leszen it by one
in AT k. Buab yor will locrense ihe avallabie
2t s been kept oul of use by

vE ihe p:u(“e ot %em{!., in dwdd of putting 1t up.
: “\m" it 1 undersiand the gentle-
1 Bre is discassing 5 oo monopoly which centrols
so far as the actual wining of a4 part of its
osed, {hen, to tax it so as fo compel it to dig all
Lle and put I upoen the markel, 50 a8 o be able
ax, aud that, Tailing to do T_hlb, the monopely must die.

eoal l‘xnfiq <11?1Li is Ixing
lands iz concerned, ]
of its conl as o
1o pay the Increa ‘;u_{
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aatly die so far as the aciual
conid bave o be more aclive

REH]

)
iy the cops
1 tax, and then

sie to pay i

proferty, noi, then, go o the 5t . .
Mr. G o, sir.  If fhe land centains va 1o conl, and the frust

will not pay the tax, then somebody will 1 a who will Valuable
land does not run around without an owaet, Spmmebody will use it I the
Canl Trust will act ose that land, somebody else will, sabject o the tax. )

B, HAMILEC B The grautee himself takes it at e same rate
T, (¢

17 the ewner dess net want to use the land and wet, becanse

he .con not aford to Dold it e, he will 1 it Tor what-
evor-he can get, sul f to the by fhe Slafe. 1 am not proposing to chauge
fitles, I sm not & Socialist. 1 do not propese 1o put # i
of ihe Government. I do pol propose Governlod [ ek ks
propose the [ application of {he Thonas g ' ¥
possible goveraine i, 1 prop to tax oul spec
throw land open to private inH

My, RAKER  Sappose the ¥
it your iden, then, that this lang s
then as the people wanted it the Biate would seil it back to somw one who de-
gired Lo put it into actual uvse? ) .

My, GRORGH., Neo, sir, If a andewner did not pay ihe
sold out for taxes. Who ever bou it would by subi

By, RAKIIL  You do not gquite get my qud 13
{hat the man who owns the land can not pay it
lie not?

TRORGI  The owner stmply lets go if he doos not pay his g
O Mr RAKIR. Who will get the title to the land when it is sold for taxes?
The State will get it, will it not? : '

Mr. GRECORGE. No; the buyer. Somebody wit! huy it IF i has anyovalue ot
ail. The application of a tox should not he a ha ] £ applica-
tien. It should fall short just wigh to leave enough va gniaxed
to make a basis Tor sales. This basis for sales will b HETES
for valuation and taxation, Now, if a man, we will s ¢ g specilator,
a monopelist, or who is “lanl poor » e not or will not pay the fax inposed,
he will have his land sold for taxes and e will lose it

The land will go into the hands of a new mamn That man will have to pay
the tax. If the value of the land ghould fall, then the isx would corvespond- .
ingly diminisk. If the alue shoulil digappear, then there would be nothing 1o
tax, and the owner would hoid his land subject o no tax whatever.

e hope of specalation gone, it iz probable that there 4 ye an abundance
of tree land open to whoever mighi wish to use it. Iusiead of laving io go
away out to the remote Tagtnessos of our mountaing to fnd free lnud, we could
then find free land aceessible to cur city populations, and some pari of the
people golng out upon it, cily congestion would be reli '

Mr, RAKKR. Now, for instaunce in the State of

as the origing
Air. GEORG
ihe lax ig teo d

1%, he wonld ge

California, all the publie
sales under taxation are to the State. 'There are no private sales in the first
ingtance.

Mr. GEQORGH., That is the Torrens gystemn ?

Mr. RAKTER. Yes Now, the point T wanfed an answer to was this: When
these sales are made to the State in the first Instance, ig it your intent and
purpose, under this single-tax system, that the State then, in furn, afier it gets
the title, wounld sell it ont to tire public at the best price it could get for the man
who wanis to take it and actually use it?
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Mr. GEORGT. The gestleman is asking me hew the single tax wonld apply

toder the orrens system, This Werrens gystem is an introdwction fromm
Amstralin o New Fealand, I have forzotten which, By It the gos

#n this instance € i ansfer guaraniees the title. Thatl

$H the transter of iand, the sut o through the hands of the goy

sele fherehy wuarzntess the titie The application of the single &

Wit ¢happge this.  The present samll {ax on Innd values does not affect it. Why
shoukdalarge tax? AN 1 am proposing with respect to land is o lmcrease the
amount. of the tax—uow existing—now fmposed on fhe groundd, er what s at
s endled the “site ” valwe of lapd

Ry, CAMPBRLL., The mentleman from New Fork would break up the coal
mengpoly by taxing the lamd it ewns in its mining enterprise. Suppose, in-
steadl of owniing the land, it teok 2 lense upan the land of ether pecple, of of
coveral other people, what effect would taxing the land bave wpon the renOpely
in that insgtance?

Mr. GEHORGE. It would fall upon the owner; and i e leasing of land,
the man-swho took the Iand would take it subject to ihe taxation condition.

Mr, CAMPBHLIL. Dut there are woveral owners in ihis instapce, aud the
mining corperation simply owns the personal property, wlhich ig mot tamed
at alk -

iy, GEORGE. The mining corporation, ke any im dual, should net be
taxed on its personal property: as to tiwe land, it sb pay en ity mariet,
real Eeiling value. Idle land it wonld sell off; get rid of. It gould not
ny on vaiuable 1dle land. i
1 Go not want fo ipterrapt the genfleman, put I nzn inter-
o fhe ey ehiervations, and the purpase af the gen-

apan g, 1 thi B
T want to ask is this guestio stand there is a vast CArTying occom-
pation Iathis eouniry, All our coastdine vessels are edgaged in transports-
tiom. Gor raiirosds, lewise, are engaged in Lransportution. wmow, 1 wooald
ke o kaow wihal solodion theve ie in (e gentleman’s theery as 1o a smenepely
of transportation, pariicalarly on ihe ocean? What shipping lige has to-Gay
suwch 5 menoioly?

COVERNMENT OWNERSHIP OF RAILECGADE,

Nr. GEORGEH. In the first place, the rafironds have the most rvalnable kind

of land;: dhe termivaly have @ very great value, B wg, et railroads,
especinfly the W 1 rafdroads, kave very valmuble tands: Ore beds, oil de-

waier righis, agriculiural lands, lands in and about cities.
Hihe taxafion of land vaiues wounld f213 upon that. Butas io railroads, T would
go farther, and s ju heyond taxation guostion. T swvould treat them as
pubiic Bighways., I think there is no gottivg away from ghat, The raiiroads
must betoken inte publie honds as pablic highways, aleng with telegraphs
and telephones and every fonction of a public hiz . Ve must have themn
§n omy civilimition. Teb it s impossible t9 bave P anent Compe
spect to them. Home individuals, getting the privilege o ihe exclusion of
wirers 0 epgage in te tramsportation business, will sreby get a seriows ad-
yanlage over others 1n the communily. It theretors becomses a fanction of the
Siate to DOFEOTEA

Mr. EARDY. Mr (Gairman, T 4o nol aink the gentleman onswered my
guestion as to monopoly and water transporiation. For instance, acress the
water the shippi wpany does nol own ilwe whasrf, but the Govern wont ns
minde vast dmprovements in order o kave » pert. MNow, there is @
ganized that menegolives the transportation from Mew York to Iiverpoect, I8
property is all on the wader, Tow woukl the gentfleman’s lamd fax aifeck
that?

Mr. GEOBRGE.

posits, tupber

ot affect it divectly, assuming that the company
s no wharf or warehouse privilege. But
thore woild be a very mat nelirect efect. Removing taxation from steam-
ghips and steamship building srould tend to beget eompebition. Opening idle
Tands of overy kind io production wounld inerease demwand for such shipping
comd this, changing rallrends from private adodnistra-
tion to public adm ition woukl be the greatest sthmulus to competition ;
far mow the raflresds feed iwaffic fo parficular etean carriers which they
wonirel, : P
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By taxing land values you would throw open the hountiss of nature to labor
and increase the productive power of the country to suel an extent a8 has
never been witnessed in the Tnited Sinfes his wonld make a demand for
vagtly grenter capacily for ocean carriage and feed competifion.

My, GRAHAM. Mr. Chairman,-in my State, in my gection of it, bundreds
of thousands of acres of coal righis have been heught up by cmnbinations of
eapital, and mach of fhe coal can not. possibly be taken osi porhaps, for gen-
eraiions vet to come, On the oiher fisnd, some of thal ecal is being taken oul
from time to time. .

MNow, the two estates in land-are separable and are gepmrated, the farmer
owning the surface and all but the coul, which he has conveyed to the grantee,
1s the grantee’s estate there ldmd, as you pudergiand it, or noty

Mr. CEOMGE. I should say that the whele earth is land, whether it be the
surface or underneath, or altegether,

Mr. GRATIAM. Would you tax the coal right to the person or combination
of persons who owned it?

Mr. GEOIGH. I should

M, GRAFIAM, And so heavily that they coulid not afford to retain possesslon
of it? .

My, GEORGE. On its market value, |

Mr, GRAIIAM. Well, they, could not posgibly use it for many vears. o come.

Mr. GEORGE. Very well, ) C

Mi. GRAIAM. Heow would you make a distinction in that particular
nereage from which they were then removing the coal from the other: acreage
from which they could not remove the coal for a long tlme? o

Mr, GEORGH. You are asking e swhether I should iax Tond 1H
digadvantaze in production, I should, but not at the valve of and having more
advantage. That is, I shonld be. governed: by the one thing by which men arve
governed now, namely, the market price. I ceal is actually anderiying cortain
lands, but for one .reason or. another that eaal can not he got ot and mined,
that land would bave a distinetly low price in the market; wherengs other Tand
no richer in mineral, but more get-nt-able, wonld bave o b market price.
I chould assess the one kind of jand low, the il ; 1 should
place each piece of land en the tax kst at its inarket vulue, and thea iax
thaf value. ) R o o ; K

Mr. GRAHAM. Would you tax the coal which wonld not be mined Tor many
years to come so beavily that those who have possessed themselves of hundreds
of thousands.of acres of it eouid not hold it? .

Me GEGRGE I should if the assessment were hased on the market price. I
ghould discover what. such lands wonld sell for. That is eapily obianinable. To
find jusi what that is-is the buginess of people wiho buy and selt land, wwhather
it he coal land, dvon land, copper land, salt or other miveral Taad,  farming
and, urban or suburbsn land. Finding the market price, 1 shonid. ax only
that. . : ; :
My, RAKHER. For instance, a mal &% rmed a good deal of conl Japd.  ¥ou
would tax it to the extent thal he nad to nse it to make a profit out of it, and
if he did not do that the tand would be sold

My, GRORGH., I would not pay any atfentinn to whether he used it or aot
1 would tax it on ifs value. Tt is the owner's business to pay the €ax and keep
the land out of use or to use it My helief iz that a man who pays a beavy
tax upon idle langd would very rapidly discover that teo mueh of a burden. He
would use the land or get rid of it

My, RAKER. How would you make the application to timberland?

My, GEORGE. I would put timberland on the fax roll for the price that
it would sell for. If it has cood trees on il it would sell for such and such &
price; if poor trees, a less price. Do not men every day buy and sell timber-
Jands? Take that price and tax the land on that.

Mr. RAKHIR. The owner fan uge but. 1Htle of it a8 he gees along.

Mr. GEHORGE. It does not matter whether he can wose lttle or much. If
he wants to monopolize it, he must pay the price. The price is the market
price. Tax that.

THE CANONS OF TATXATION.

Now, Mr. Chairman, T have been very mueh interrupted, and I want to make
just a few connected observations before I eclose. I waut to explain that I
458~ -£0150 o
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» tax would meet befter than
taxation. It is the moesi 11
ural bounties they have in their peo
The man who has much pays o
mrost egual kind of a tax.
- Phen i I8 certain. It Is not intermittent and wavering. I3
go that all dependent maiters can he arranged &

In the next place, it is direct. If can not be sh It =tays wh
There can be mo addition of this tax to the valve of the land. T
are getiing as much as they can get now. They are vot waltlng for
o put up the price of their lund. On ihe contrary, any propos
en valwey iminediately causes a discouragement on The wrt of sume 0%
who have idle landg, and the tendency is for the price of land Yo go £y
This tax can be seen. It is not the kind of a tax that falls and no man
knoweth how much or where. There lies the Jand and there lics ihe valoe and
there falls the tax.

And then it is the moest economical tax in Its incldence. 1€ lays no burdes
beyond the revenue received from it It is eheap in the eollection. This
tax g not like a tavift tax. That falls npon things coming inte the couniry
P the extent of the tax and the volame of the things so smported is the reven
that gobs into the Piablic Treasury. DBut the fax on imports ennbles an in-
crease in the price of similar commodities made in this comn There is T
not o cent of revenue from this home preduction. In the case of the taX on
land valtes, the more the tax the less the- speeulation, and, therefore, the
lowver the price of iand. So that in application, it is the mwost economical of
all taxes.- :

s regularly,

@

TIE GEEAT INDUSTRIAL QUESTIONS.

But, Kr. Chanirman, I & not stop with the canons of 1y ton e for that,
after a1l is said, is o fisend question, I want to divect riher, It
relates to the great industrizl guestions of our covmtry. his lond tex doey
pot mean merely a better way of raising revenue, a morse eronomicenl woy, o
more direct way, & more just way., It means far more than
ihe opening to the use of laber and eapital the ¥
shui off by speculation.

There’is no real sc
the city of Mow Tork w
with pll its swarming humaniiy-—and within cer
five thonsand beings—T say that with alb that
trated population the globe, it Imis been compute :
ingide the covporate limits of the city to give to every hen 3 st}
one-eighth to cne-guarter of an acre of good ground. I am net proposing to
divide the land. 1 am explaining that there iz voe such thing as a siby of
and there. Cherve iz land enough, dot most of it ig held out nl
areas are vacant on the outskivis, and ¥ou can go along Bro
Avenue, the greatest and proudest thwronghfares on the w
and fiud vacant tots, and one and two story shocks and shar
ought to be hwperial buildings.

Why is this? Beeause the penalty of helding land out of use is so gligh that
men can pay the smeall tax and yet, owing to social growkh and social improve-
ment, and the conseqnent inerease in value, realize handsome profils by the
speculation. Some men acquire foriunes in a shert time by simply getting bold
of a piece of land, sitting down, and letting socieiy do the rest

This is so in every State; it is so in every village, town, and bamist of cuy
country. It is so throughout the agricultural regions; it ig 8o throughent the
mineral and timber regions, Apply this iax and you tax oot the specnlaiorsy,
you tax in the users, you prodoce a new order in fthe Tinited Stnies.

Wa, of all {he peoples of the world, ought to he the most advanced. We have
dArawn from the nations of (ke earth their best in brawn, their hest in heart
and hope; not the old, not the disessed, but the young, plastie with yoully,
yeady to mold themselves Into our eonditions. They have poured in, as to the
1and of promise, their many bloods and produced the richest mingling that ever
gave the life fluid to & new country. Soon we shall number a bundred weililons,
geattered over a vast territory more varied in soils and climate than has ¢ver
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ity of land anywhere, There is no scarcily even
ith its great pepulation. With all its i
1in blocks 11

wongestion, i
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pefore heert the heritage of n nation, welded inte a homogeneoas whele, with '

oire language, one body of institutions, one cede of Inws, one demoeratic form of

govermment.  We ooghi Lo be the greatest people, because we have the greatest
nossible opportunities, But what are we doing to rise {o these opportunities?
W hinve institoted a condifion by which a few own the country, A few here,
a.few: there, praetically confrol viliages, towns, cities, covnties, and almost
whele States, We have g andlordism greater than apnyihing concelved In Great
¥ritain or Gembpany or in the Orient. We have theé greatest lopdiords that have
ever been seen.  Sbould we meet thig condition, showid we apply taxation to
Tand values 80 as to break down land monopoly and throw open the soil of our
counlry to our fasi-growing population, a prosperity will come such ag will
dumfopnd mankind and give to America the glory of carrying civilization to
a point higher than ever reacbed in the destinies of the race. [Applause.]
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