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THE& "FPIGHT IN THIL DABE™.

The ﬁﬁralé s8y:

"Hr.George 1% guite right in ssserting that the strike

s

s & "8 fight in the dark,” snd that is the very resson why we
havae ée@&@re@ it. We don't believe thet & lasting gzood cen be
gecomplished for any cause by "a fight in the dark.” fhen =
&&%&rér doss'nt know whom to hiﬁ he had better walt until he esn
ﬁiak out his man. Don't you think sc yourself, lr. Georpet®

Het alwsys. When %o wslt is %o be ecrushed, any actiocn may

cometimes be bstiter than inaction. snd even "z fisht in the dark. "
: 3 & ]

Sl

17 it lesds to the striking of a light, msy be beitter than stagns-

But, to drop.metachor, I heve neglseted no opvortunity of
teliing workingmen that what they had te £ight, in oeder to sccom-
plish anything real and lasting, was not thelr immediate employers,
but the falss and wropngful systsm, which, by depriving the masses
of men ¢f thelr natursl cpporitwniiies for %ha'ampiﬁgmeﬁt of their
labor compelled them fto struzgle withoscne ancther for the chasree to

work. 1 nsve gonsataptly sadesvored in every way 1 could to throw

iy

lizght inte the darkness; te infduce men Lo revert to firdt princisles
and think of these gussticns in & lsrige way; to convines them that

the evils which they feel sre not dus o the greed or wicksdnsss of

i

individaals, but are uhﬁ result of socisl maled justuents, for which
the whole communiity is responsible, and which cen only be rishted

by genersl sctica. !

Now what is ﬁhe-ﬁeralﬁ doing?



bhe leading nswspaper of America. I% has en encrmous cirsulation,

rapute for Jjournslistic ante g¢ ig world-wide. The [Heraeld ism,
morsover, ths faire@ﬁ ef all the great Americen dsiliss. It is

akeve the tewmpbation ef participstion in jobs, and, more than all,
28 poliey:is B%§@ﬁ& the e@ntral of ite sdvertisers. Bub vhat is
4% dcing to prevent "the fight in the dark” by enlighiening the

3,

amlti tuds whe dsily resg

W'

it%? Merely giving vlace to 3 few communi~

cations, mostly incomseguentisl; merely telling workingmesn that they
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ought not to striks nntil they clearly 7 to hit.

This 1z futile. ¥%hen men srs hard presssed by bitter evils they must

in the wrong direction is %Yo show them the right.

The Hersld does noi asﬁﬁené that the condition of Amsricen
@@Tkiﬁg@@ﬂ iz sueh as they ocughit to be contented with, or can be
contenied with. What, them, let me ask the Herald, is the csuse of
this wide-spresd discontsnt, snd what is its cure?

To both these guestions there must be spscific answers. I
aszerd that the csuge 1g the shutting out of lsher from those natur
gl materials snd cpportunities without which laber ig belplsss, and
thet the remedy is in the restorstion %o 1lsb ar‘cf access to these
matarials aﬁﬁ_mppar@mﬁi@ias, by bresking up the meonopolizstion of
Land snd securing %o 8ll equsl righis in the boanty of their Cresster.

If I am right let the Herald say so. If I 8&.@?@3% st it
point Gﬁ%.hGW'ﬁﬁé whys Or, 3T 1t gan make & beiter disgnosis of the
disease &and preseri ha é'%@%téy remedy, let it do se. 4% &ay-raté,

et 1% pe longer ignore the feed thers are many of us - end our num-



&re rapidly inecrsesing - who see slesrly thei the monopoly
and ig the trus cause of the evils which 16 sgkncwliedzen Lo

¥ baxes on land values lisg

&
e
!
wh
g
&
s
i
b}
ot
g
&
&
&
&
[+
]
e
o
it
1]
ﬁa
Pk
i
=
P

the adsquate and pesceful renedy.
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Hersld dces guletly ignore. In snother of
i%s bresgzy articles it SEYST
"Show the community how the laboring class csn be helped,
| lir. Gesorge, =nd svery men iu New York, from the bank gresidsnt to
the car driver, will lesd you with thanks. But for heaven's sske

don'% talk in this ninsteenth century sbout "s i

[ Sd
(7

tht in the dark.”

it is unworthy of an honest or an esrnest or a

i

isay headed thinker.
"Hold your msss meebings, workingmen, and tell ug, ari-
iela by erticle, what will perﬁﬁmeﬁtly benefit you, and the whole
press of the couniry 11l bsck gou up.”™
This iﬁ-r@freahimgg I have told the compunity how the lab-
ering class can be helped, and the car drivers haves loaded me with

thanks. But ss for the bank presidents - I am sure that the Hersld

711l agres that thelir trastment of me has hsen marked by what must

seem to It Ingrsiitude of the dsspest dys!
S0, ﬁh@ Waﬁkingmea of Hew York hsve held their mass mestings,

and 4.4 in the Clsrecdon hsll plstform of Sentembar last dsclare
E-5 I _ B

what would vpermanently benefit them. Since thsn their brethren of
Boston, Philadslphia, Cincinnaetl and cther cities Huvs adopted the
same platforme Will the Hersld tell them that the whols press of

the gountry is backing them up? i
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It ig folly to tsll workingwmen that thay oughit not fo

trike baesuse sirikes gsp eniy injure them. Hot ouly ars thers
maﬁg‘%ﬁfkimgm&ﬂ who have netsing to Loss, but 1t i3 & metbter of

% that strikes gnd the fear of striies have sscured to large
bodies of them considersble ineresss of wages, considersble re-

ticn in working hours, much mitzetion of the petlty tyranmies
that can be pracgitised with lmpunity whers one man holds in his
hands conirel of the iivelihcod of snother, and hsvs largsly prom
motad the growth of fratermal fesling in the various ftrades. The
grester number of gtrikaes fall; but even ths strike thst fails,
thought itg immedlste objlect is lost, gensrslly lesaves esmployers
indisposed for snother sueh conisst, anf makes them more ecautious
of provoking fresh 4ifficuliiss. The whole power of the tradses
unign for good or for evil rests on the sirike; without thst as =z
last resert 1t eould neither hold ifte own members btogether, nor

trest with smployers.

Kor is it so strenge as some pretend that one bedy of work-

men without any &peclal grievance of thelr own should strike to help

snother. The imsediste vurvose of & 3§riké is.ﬁa inflict dsmsge
upon opnosing employers, &ﬁﬁ there are many cases in which smployers
wﬁﬁ couid defy tﬁeix-ewn:wqumeﬁ,san be sericusly hurt by pressure
exerted upon them through the medium of other empleyers with whom
thay nave business relations. To hé’sare, third partias, who have

no direct interest in the quarrel, suffer, and fregnently the great-
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est sufférers sre the men who thus go out to help their fellows.
But if the sirike be thus msde more eostly, its results, in csus-
ing employers te hesitate before engaging in ancther sueh contest,

likely te be mors dscisive snd more effective. 4nd men nay

strike, 28 men Fight, in & quarrel not originelly fheir own, oither
g5 & matter of sentiment or freom the more selfish consideration that
they thus maks allisnces thet will éamﬁef them stronger in any
guarrels of their own;.or, as is geperslly the case, from ths minge-
ling of both motives.

Aud when men ars willing to step work and submit to less
and suffering in the effort to 8ld thelr fellews, &oes it not show
‘heroism of %he_%am& kind sp that which prompts mer to risk thair
ilives in battle for those weaker than themselves? Those whe conm-
demn ths strike of the freight-hsndlers in 8id of cosl-trinmners
must, Lf they be loglesl and assume the standpoint of Wﬁfﬁiﬁgﬁéﬁ,
cendemn the a2ld which the French gsve to the struggling Americsn

rapublic.

4s for the morslity of strikes 1t 1o vrecisely thst of any
cther application of cosreive forse. They who reslly hold that

te thee on thy rizh!t chesk, turn fto him the

fele

b o
254

s

Twhosoaver shsll :

s

cther also;” and "if sny men will take swey tﬁy godt, let him have
thy cleak =zlso;™ they whoe hold that the cemmand, "Thou shalt not iy,

apolies as well $o the man in onlform es %o ths men in plain clothes,

mizght with some consistency condsmn strikes; but they alone. IF

(:}.

thers- ars any such people, they sre not to be found in the editorial

ik

rooms of our great dailies or the pulpits of cur fechionable churchese
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induce men to
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¥, Gthe loudest dencuncers of strikes - thoss whe
clare, that Thsey cught to be pub down by fores if necesssry - ars
t¢ be Tound smong the elass whe have grown rich by extortion bscked

Ak em A W A e e G e o B i MR T e S

mpellsd every ons

on, " which amount-
ring and feathering;

pany's itee they were not content with si piy refusing to drink 1%
themsealvss hai.threw it inte the sez, s¢ thet nochody slss could
drink 1t.

& strike c¢ap cnly smouwnt to anything in =0 far s it is
crerelve, and whatever workiugmen msy sey they must of necessity
feel that is only by exerting soms form of pressure upon those 4ige
posed %o ge to work thatb a_atrikare&ﬁ acgomplish snything. JFor ths

far, this pressure has bessn a wmorsl one, aud tﬁa D&

held in contenpt &8 "sesbs” has bean sufficient to

re rether than asgert wvhat the

SAES

undsrgo g6 tugl suffer
strikes declasre to be the unelienable right of every

e Bt admonitions are net wenting thet in thHese



Cipdusiriel were - for they are nothing slse - thers is
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& growing

ZQ

dispeslition to resort to more violent messures. 4nd whether ri ght

i

or wrong the growth of this dispesition Iz natursl.

“Hvery ons has s right to work or net ss he plesse, but
ne one has & right to prevent sny one slee from going to.¥ That ig
trus. But is it g truth thet soplies only to sirikers? m
The feset is, thev i1 is becouse we ignors this truth that
tradss unions sre nade neeessary end sirikes come. The fact is,
thet the very men who are now calling sc leoudly for the maintenancs,
by the bayomet 1f npecessary, of the liberty to work are the most

gtrenuous supporier

il
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1

8 system which deniss the liberty to work.

2

i

b g lend, like curs, sbounding in unussd
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&t
natural rescurces, is filled with unemployed men? Is 1t not becsuss
of the pewer which our laws give to some men fo prevent obher men
from going to work?
Let the mtriking lsborers of Hew York city secept the dig-

s & right to prevent aﬁ@thér Ifrom going to worke.

a

tum that ne man
Let them turn from sttempis to compel their former emplovers to
smploy them, and where shall they go to employ themselves? TWhere
ean they go that they will not find seme oms, hacksd by lsw and
feree, who forbids them %o work? There is plenty of fnused lsnéd in
the upper vert of the eity. Iet them gzo npon this lsnd and atienpt
to employ their lsbor inm building Houses. . How long Wiil‘i% be BHee
fore they are warned offY Let them cross the EBast river, the Horth
river or the Harlem., They will find sverywlere unused fields om

winich, without interference with any man, they might employ their



e

lsbor in makies g living for themselves mod all &ependsnt on them.
‘But they will not fird a field, though they tramp for s thousand

o

iles, on which scme one hes nct the legsl right te vrevent their

B

going %o work. What is left them to de but beg feor the wages of
some employer? 4nd if, %o prevent being erushed by competition of
cthers llike themselves, they sirive, even by force, tc kesp others
frem going to work, is theirs ths blame?

The very worst the sirikers do or think of decing is 1o pres
vent others from golng toe werk, in erdsr thaet they themsselves may
WOrk - mey sarn & scsndy living by herd toll. But what are the dogs-
in-the-mauger Acing who are holding unused elty lose, farm lands,
mines snd foresis- the natural cpportunities, in short, that nsiture
gffars to labor?

They sre preventing other people from working, not that they
may work themselves, but that they may live in idlsness on what
those who want %o work are compelled to pay them for the privilege
of gzoing i work. Ef the freight hendlers zpd coal t%imm@rs and
ciher lsborers were o form socieiies which should by foree nrevant
any one from golng to work without thelr permission; were to charge
the highest price for the privilegs of zoing ie work which the
necessities of others could compal them to vay, and wsre t&&n,ﬁﬁiﬁit
down snd live in idleness on this blackmail, they would oniy te doing

what crganized Society permits others e de¢ to them.

It seems hopeless to expeet the clssses who imagine they
profit by this primery wrong to open their eyes 1o the real causeé of

these lsbor trbﬁbles, but when ths workingmen do so, the day of their
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on is at hand. Evédry oue of these strikes ouzht % show

Feode

Emancioat

them where the real trouble lles. In the great sirikes thst have

o

h

been golng on in Bew York, as in 31l great sirikes, the resl Aiffi-

culty the strikers have had to contend with is the influr of uneme
ﬁl@geé isber. The men with whom the 5&&1 companies gud the stesn-
ship companies heve supplied ths plsces of the strikers in Zsw York
gnd wielnity are men drawn from the souniry by tk&-yr@speé@ of work,
or men wﬁ@; after vainly itramping the counitry have srowisd inke the
eity. If there was = brisk demand for laber in the country thers
would be no such surplus of labor, smxious for work on sny terms,

net auch &8 demand

[t

on wnich employsrs oould draw; end thset thers i
for labor is due simply %o the fact that lebeorera ars prevanted by

the monepoly of natursl epportunitiss from smploying themsslves.

£y

Here 1s the polnt on which the efforts of labor zhould he

concenirated. The platform of the united lshor pariy of Esw York
Sirikes the key note. In the ballot the workingmen have in their
hands the gowsr.of so ad justing the taxss as to make the dops-in-
the-manger let go thelr held. When this is deme there will be no

necassiiy. for strikes, and competition, instesd of arushing the

leborer, will securs %o him the fair rewsrd of his Hoil.

Sigued: Hsnry Georgze.
Feb.12,1887




