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THE CEICAGO TRAGEDY.

Four men were hanged in Chicage on Friday lest. Thers #suld
have been five,_but ¢ne had esqapéd the gallows by a most deter-
mined suicide. They wers haenged upon judicial coenvieciion of the
highest crime known to the law - a crime which resulted in the kiil—
iﬂg of seven people and the wounding of some scores of others. Yet,
on the eve of their execution, a long prccession, with maffled drums
~and banners draped with crape, marched through the_étreets af HNew
York; on the Sunday after the exscution their dead bodiss ware car-
ried to the grave in.éhicago with demonstrations of respeét and sym-
pathy such &s are rarely accorded to unguesiioned public benefactors,
 and #a all parts of the ceuniry:thére are indications that a consid- °
srabie class regard these men nct as criﬁinals, but as herces and
martyrs.

In this there is a mattér fer mueh sericus thought.

One strong element in the sympathy with Chicago snarchists is,
of ccurse, due to that disyosition which arisss from the long inter- -
val which éur legal procedure permits between the first arraignmnent
for a capital crime and the egecution of sentence. Events diminish
in impressivensss as they recede in time, just as vicible objects |
dwindle in size as they recede in distance. The imagination concerns
itself with the living man under the shadow of the gallews more resd-
ily and mere powsrfully then with the act which brought him there,
and pity for the sad plight of the criminal exci§§ sympathy and prompts
gxcuse, while the crime is condoned or fprgotte#. So streng is this |

disposition that, no matter how clearly his guilt has bean proved,



the most atrocious murderer does not fail to find sympathizers

and excusers in the time iﬁtervening between trial and sxecution,
end to be set before the public mind as & victim rether than as a
criminel. Whatever may be said for capitsl punishment, it certainly
loses its most important effects in the long delays which our crim-
inel procedure permits, and either these delays should be prevented,
so that trial and exeeution should follow closely upoh the crime,

or capital punishment should be abolished. In criminal, es in eivil
ceses, justice ceazes 1o be jusﬁiee when it is not prompt.

But beyond this sentimental sympathy which is in greater or
less degree exeited by every case of eapital punishment when execu-
tion is long dglayed, and which, from the nature of the csse and the
'Wide attention called to it, wss peculiarly strong in tha case of
the @hieago anerchists, there has been a widespread impression, even
among these who had no sympathy with anarchy, that these men 4id not
‘have a ﬁaif end unprejudiced trisl, and that they were. convided rather
ag anarehists‘than g8 partieipators in the ovaers act for which they |
were arraigned. |

The sympathizers with anarchy have from the first been actively
engaged in propagating the bvelief that these men were simply victims
to the vehgénee of an excited class fseling; but beyond the effeét
thus exerted upon the public ming, aﬁd giving great help and goun-
tenanee to it, has been the impression prcduced by the fragmentary
reports, of the trial which reached the general publie through the
pPress. '

Until the seven Jjudges of the supreme court of Illinois, after
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a full examination of the evidence and the record, unanimously.sas-
tained the verdict and“the sentence, it was certainly my impression -
an impreséion confirmed by the opirnions of men whem I knew fo be -
fair-minded - that the,seven.anarchists, or at least some of them,
no matter how much moral connection their teachings and sgitation
might have had with the throwing of the bomb, had, in the excited
state of pubiic feeiing in Chicsge, been condemned on évidence that
did not really amount to legal proof, and were only connected with
the bomb thréwing bj general eand vague incitements to acis of the
kind. 4 reading of the summary of the evidence which is embraced
in -the decision of the supreme court of Illinols showsd mezthat this
was not correct, but that enough evideneé had besen presented to
clesrly eonnecﬁ the seven men with a specifie conspliracy to use dyna—_
mite against the police on the evening on which tﬁe bomb was thrown,
and to render them under the statutes of Illinois, and on the common
princi?les of law, as much gﬁilty as though .with their own hands they
had thrswn the bomb. ‘

Erohaﬁly'the masﬁtsatisfaetdry énsuer to the many letters which
I have reeeived ﬁ;om those who, having no sympathy with anarchy in
itseif, have urged me to join im the demand for the pardon of the
Chicago amaréhists on the ground that they had been convictsd on in-
gufficient evidence, is the letter from Judge James G. Mégaire, whieh
is printed ém the fifth page of this number of THE STANDARD.

I found, on talking with Judge laguire, in one of the brief
intervals during the canvass in wﬁich we had opportunity to meet, that
his impression was that I had first entertained, and being extremely

desirous of testing my own opinions by that of an old friend for whose
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ahiiity and character I have the highest respeet'; B man in full
sympathy with all ftrue reform, and at the same time scguainted with
legal procedure and éceustome& to the weighing of‘evidence-f I urged
~ him ﬁo read the papers in the case, and give me his opinion. At the
seme time I handed him a long letter from a frisnd of ofurs, a lady

of intelligence, wﬁo, in urging me to dc what I could o arouse pub-
lie opinion agsinst what she deemed would be judieial murder, had gone
over the points which have been populsrly presented as telling in
favor of the innoceneé of the anarchists, and who had asked me to
show the letter to Judge Msguire, whese influvence she 2lso invoked.

_ Judge Maguirekdi& as I reguested him. But, hot hafing time
before 1eaviﬂg for Saﬁ Franéisca'te write for PHE STANDARD a review
of the case, he gave me permission to get and print tﬁe private letter
he had while still ang&géd in the csmpaign written to 6ur friend.

I do not print it as a full review of the case, for Judge Maguir
would have been more elasborate if wiiting for puablication but as
showipg tﬂe conelusion whieh a judieial end unprejudiced mind had ar-
| rived &t after examination, and &s an apprcpri&ﬁe énswer to many other
lettiers which during the last few wéekg,l have received. |

In printing his letter I may also say of the juige that while
he saw no ground for asking executive clamency‘as g matter of right
and justice, he asgreed with me in believing that there wers good
grounds of public policy for the mitigation of the cepital sentences.

But beyond the element of which I have been spesking - the
impression, shared in mény cases by those who have no sympathy with

violence, that the anarchists had not been fairly condemned - thers
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are othar elements of more permanent impprtance, There is smong us
a class who justify and applaud such dseds as that for which the
Chicago anarchists wers executed.. Tharé is another class, who with-
out Justlfylng such acts of violenee imagine that they will hasten,
if, indeed, they are ot actually necessary bto social reform. And
there isAstiil larger number who, withcout any definite opinions, are
disposed to sympathize with any one who fslls“tnder the ban of a
elass whom they regard as the énamies ef thesir own.

Anafehy is a resction from socialism, and the ranks of the
gnarchists proper are filled by men, who, having béeﬁ attracted by
"the large;pramises of German or state sceialism, have comeé at length
%o see its incoherence and impreficability. The theory of anarchism
is the antipodes of that of socialism. Instead of ths cumbrous end
impessible system which would maske government the all in all amd-ré-
dace the individual to the pesition of an empléye end ward of the |
state, phileéophic anarehyrwculd carry te its extreme the proposition
that “tha_best govsrnment is that which governs least,™ by abolishing
all gdvérnment and leaving individuals free to fall as it Swpposes,
iﬁtb the mutual relations dietated by their own interests and con-
venience. With the mass of the so-called anerchists, howsver, anarchy
Vis not a the@rg ??ut a féeling that workingmen are oppressed by an
intolerable clf zééesyotism, and that the bmeaking down of govern-
mental power by ae%s of violencs is the only sure and speedy way cf
release. Anarchy is the child of despair. It is the impulse of men
whoy bitterly conscious of injustice, see no way out.
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Anarchy is an importation into the United States, It is not
an‘aeciaeﬂt that out of the eight men convicted in Chicage only ons
was of American birth, for the American element asmong cur avowsd
gocialists and dnarchists is in hardly greater proportion. But if
anarchy 4id not find congenial soil it would not perpetuate end
propagate 1tself on this side of the Atlantic. The foreigner, imbued
with anarchistie‘principlesVin,a country where gréat standing armies
maintain avowed class geverﬁeats, erosses the ocean to a country
where government is nominally based uporn the will of the pecple. If
he found heres that poiitical libertj‘brought soceial justice, that
there was in the great republic room for 211, work for gll, 2nd the
opportunity to make =& fair living for all, his anarchism would éoén
be forgotten, and ths apostle of dynamite would, amid any class of
our foreign populations, meaf‘only ridicule and derision. But what
gréat bodies of thé foreigners who come here actually do find, is that
our political equality is little better than a delusion and a meckery,
and that there exists here the same bitter social injustiee which
_pre#ses down the masses of Zurppe. In & country where there wers no
tramps; in a country where there were no paupers; in a couniry whers
their werd no men forced to beg for work or alms; where there were
ne families crowded together in miserable tensment rooms; and no
ehildrenleompelled %o toill when they ought to be at play, anarchy
might be imported and imported, but it could not exist, much less
take root. But amid conditions that can be found to~day within the
ﬁmerieanrrepublic, anarchy finds its proper soil and atmosphere.

i R o R Y
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The strength of anarchy in Chicage is in those squalid quartiers
where foreigners live, not so much bscause they are fcreigners as
beeanse they are miserably poor - quarters in which, not merely do
whole families work and live in single rooms, but sometimes two fam-

" ilies occupy the same room. Large numbars of these pecple have been
brought to this country by the false promises of land and railroad
agents who havea dellberately misstated the oppertunltles for work snd
the wages that could be obtained. Swindled from the moment they land-
éa at Castle garden, and largely nelpless from their ignorance of ther
languags, bhey have been drivenrinto the fierce ccompetition and bitter

degradation of the slums of a grest city, a sense of injustice rank~
ling in their breasts.

So it is in FNew York and in our other large citles: ff any oue
will travel through the foreign quarters on the east side of New York
and see how humen beings live and work, or even if he will read the
reports of the minlsterb of religion and charlty who oceasionally ex-
plere the ﬁark places of this east slde world, he Will see how fit
are the conditions to propagate and even intensify that bllng_revolt
agains$ government and soeiety which was first devgloped un&;r BEurop-
ean tyranny.

We cannot shut cut anarchy by shutting out immigration. The
ovil thing is already here. Nor ceam we extripate it by now and theun
hanging or 1mprison1nw or clubbing. In all our cities we aTe rearing
gn increasing number of children un&er conditions which would make
anafehism a thing of spontaneous development, even 1If it 4id not al-
ready exiSt;

In 81l ocur great cities to-day may be seen those bharbarians of
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- 4 civilization, ‘the fiercer and more destructive Huns end Vandals
of whom Mé%%lay prophesied, and with whom, if they continue to grow
and incresse, modern ¢ivilizaticn must some &ay fight its death fight.:
Whers ths clder ones amongrthem-were born is. & matter of little mom-
ent. They are to;aay an integral part of ocur people. -And their
~children are growing up, and other people'’s children are falling undef
like conditions. | |

Of ths two, anaiehism is munch better suited thsn socialism te
the American genius, and I em inclined to think thet, as a theory,
it has meny more adherents gmong native Americans. But the extensien
of theoretical anarchism need give us little cenéern. Tha réally‘
dangerocus thing ié in our people becoming habituated to ideas_of
viclence, and in the growth of passions that incite to it.

There are many, even amcng native Americans, who, without 8%~
pressly justifying violence, yet think and talk as though vioclence
would hasten, if, indeed, if is not the only agsney that can bring
abouf anything like large political and social reforms. Censeious
of corruption in the politiesl orgénization and of deep and bitter
injustice‘in'the industrial orgaﬁization, they - eveh the mors intel-
1igeht of them - have formed no clear idea of the €ause, nor yet of
the cure. They have such an ablding falth in th@‘powar of combina-
tion and of coneentratea capltal on thé one side, and in the igner~
anca and hélplessness of the masses of people on the othsr, thst they
sre hopeless of any reform until the wealthy and powerful class are
startkd by menasce of violence into conceding to fear what they would

refuse to justice. 4ll great advences, they say, must be brought by
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the hlood sscrifice, and the vis inertis of organized society ean

only be broken by social earthquake.

411 this is erronsous, Good is not begotten by evil; 1t is
good that begets good. If great advances have sometimes been marked
by blood saeriflces, so,'in greater degres, have periods of decadence.
The great agencies that have everywhere enslaved men have been the
passions kindled by war and bloodshed. And when eivilization has gone
down, it has been in the aetliom and reaction of violence. What our
podern civilization needs to extricate it from the dsngsrs that under
'present eonditions gather with its advance, are intelligence and con-
seience. Bub violence srouses passion. 4nd in the bresst of the
civiiized man still lurk the same passions that belonged to human na-

.

ture when men chipped flints into spear hesds.

- . Gy T  w lrp w—

A11 idea that violence msy sSecure or hasten social refornm is
based upon the vague notion that tﬁere is some particé%gr body of m.@'ﬂ=
who Have the power but lack the will to bring sbout sccial reforn,
and who may be forced .or frightened inte doing so. This is a noticn
akin to those so vaguely but widely diffused, that hard %imes are due
'to greedy speculators; low Wageé to grasping empleyers; and corrupt
sovernment to depraved politicans. But all such notions are childish.
Soeisl and politieal evils are due net to partlculer men or sets of
men, but to general conditions in the maintenance of which the whole
people are concerned, and o the changing of which the gensral intel-
ligence and the genefal conscience must be aroused. XEven in Russia
it is not the police and the army that maintain sutocratic govermment

so much as the superstitious loyalty of the Russisan peasant. But of
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a1l countries in the world this is most cleerly true éf the United
Stateg. Thers 18 here no privileged aristocracy, no gstablishegd
church, no standing army loysl lo a person or a dynasty. Here all
power is in the hands of the paopléh- of the working masses, wﬁo con~
stitute the great majority’of the voters. fThey can make or unmake
politicians; they ean give power to this party or to that p&fty; they'
can rewyrite the laws when they will and according 4o their will. If
voters are héught, it is-because there are men willing to sell as
well as men wiiling‘ta buy; if legislative bodies are corrupt, it is
becausé voters tolerate a system whieh Erings corrupt men to the frent.
It is not any get or sets of bad men who ars oppréessing and misgovern?
ing the American pecple, hgtrthe American people thamselves.

And if it 1is true-that there sre asmong workingmen maﬁy vhe are
disposed to condone acts of vioclerce when-committe& by those who as-
sume %o he the champions of oppressed labor, is it got true that ths re
is the same blind ¢lass fesling among the well-to-30% When Pinkerton
detéotives_shoct down strik%%; when superserviceable policeman club
socialists, is there any outery from those who deem themselves con-
servative?

The bursting of a dynamite bomb in a Chicago street; the hang-
ing of men in the United States for a crime for which, had it been
commi tted in Bﬁssia, we would not have exﬁradited them; the fact -that
the idea of lo.wi and the ides of justice are alrezdy in the minds of
thousends so far divorced that those whom the courts condemn as de-
serving the highest punishment known to our code, are by c:cn'siélerablei'i

bodies of our people thought of as martyrs, are eminous things. The r'e
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is no danger, perhaps, that orgenized anarchism will ever prove for-
midable in the United States, but there is danger that the minds wb
of mén becoming .- familierized with ideas of violence, violence will
here snd there bréak out. There is danger thaﬁ:the frenzy born of
injustice on the one side and the frenzy born of fear on the‘afhar,
may, by a series of actions and reactions, lead to rssults the moéﬁ

disastrous.

The anarchists are net our most dangercus class. Back of the
men whé died on Friday in Chicago with a forititude worthy of a tetter
eauss; back of the men who sympathize with them and their &eéd, is =a
deep and widespread sense of-injustice. Phoge who are-most respon~
sible for the existence of this are those who, having time and opper-
tunity and power to snlighten the public mind, shut their ayes toAjus-
tice and use their talents and opportunities to prevent the arousing'~
of thought and conscience and tb decry any pesceful remedy that may
be proposed.

| There is one bedy of men iﬁ the United States who do see the

causesrand the,e§re‘of that soeial injustice whieh is afraying men
against ésch other im combinations of cgpital and combinations of la-
bor, which is bringing forth ths millionaire on the ons side and the
tremp on the othgr, whieh is exciting class hatred and class passion.
Thare is a party which does not denounce men, but aims by constitu~
tional and peseceful means to0 change general conditibns, and which ap-~
paaits to intelligence and to censcience . This party polled 78,000
votes in the state of New York at the last election. But it will poll

more. In it, or, raether, in the ideas that it is disseminsting, is
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the’hope of true conservatism. But these ideas have to make their
way, not merely against the ignorant poor and the ignorsnt rieh, but
against the misrepresentations of a majority of those who by the posi-
tiong they hcld and the influenece they wield, are mogt bound o do

their best to enlightén the public mind.

P e L T L

LEHTGH VALLEY COAL STRIEE.

The striks in the Lehigh valley coal region still continues,
and Master Workman MceGarvey gnd a comunittee fromrthe.Knights of Léb-‘
of of that gistriet,gré in this city making an appeal for funds te
sustain the strikers. This strike is onse which ought to command sym-
pathy whe:e any strike can. The miners sre asking for a pitiful in-
crease of seight per cent upon-a seale of wages whieh Jjust barely en-
ables them to live. Any one who visits the Lehigﬁ valley, even in
ordinary vimes, will ses that the highly protected Amerieanrlaborer,
in this part of Pennsylvéniarat least, is hardly, if &t sll, better
off than the pocrest class in western Ifeland. And now, with fifteen
thousand men out of emplbyﬁent, the region is as though swept by the
ahoninsation of'desolatioh. The sympathies of the store-keepers in
the iehigh region are with the miners, and thsy have con?ributed 1ib-
erally to the supvort of the strike, while from the other ccal mining
fields largs coatribntiens have been drawn. Buf more 1s needed. The
oparators are, of course, suffering heavy losses, but in the contest
of endurancs they are in better position than the men, for , though

they lose for the time what they otherwise would make, and their mac~
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hinery is idle and ruéting, it is ﬁat'true, a3 & Scotch mine ownsr,
puts 1%, thaﬁ "lsnd no eats anything,” while men must eat or dis.

Eow those passivé& industrial wars, called strikes snd lock-
outs, injure non-combatants, as do the sctive wars waged with rifle
and cénnon, is shown by the advancse of goal in New York to eight
dollers per ten. 4&nd the real root of all this strife is indicated .
by the news that the ecombinsd coal compenies are sbout to use their
1ast snd stringent mesms of coerclon in the eviction of the strikimg
miners from what they call their homes. |

Lebor of itself is,pérfactly helpless in these Pennsylvania
cogl fields, beeausewthe laborer has no legal right whatever tolthe
use of land, the indispensabls natural element of human life and hum-
sn production. There is eneugh upused coal land in this.region %o .
give employment ﬁe a far greater number than the men who &re now
standing idle because they cannot agree on a mbter of wages with their
employers. But this land, though unused, is all held in private ow-
nership, and although neithsr the minerg themselves nor any one wao
wanted to empley ‘them in mining coal could get permission to use this
land without paying for it a very high pricey, 1% is taxed at purely
nominal rates - langd worth thousands of dellsrs pér aere paying taxes
at the rate of seventeen ceﬂts'perlacre. Noct satisfied with the ow-
nership of all this mineral land, the opsrators in this region make
a practice of neither selling nsé leasing sven the right to the sur-

face of as much ground ss would enable a miner to put up & house.

The mine workers sre all compelled %o live in what are called company

housés, and before they enter one of them are pbliged to sign an agreé-~
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ment called a Eeut;threat lease,” By which thelr right to legal
formaglitises is‘waived, and the oéner is empowered bto put them out
on five days® notice. There ars many points in this region from
“which all1 the earih that the eye can‘rest upon, even from an ele-
vation, is the property of one man or one corporation. On these
large estates, all other "free and independent citizens” of the
state of Eenmsylvanié andxof the United 3tates of North Amarics,
glthough very many of them héve heen born upon the spot, are mers
ternants at will, who c&n not on1§ do no werk without this earth ow-
ner's permission, but can at any ¢imé be driven forth at his will
and esprice. In this region one may hesr just sueh‘staries of in-
dividual tyranﬁy snd oppression as ?ay, or, perhaps rather, could,
some years ag@,'have been hesrd in western Ireland, with the addi-
tion of-sta%?s of rohﬁery by the pluck-me store, at which in defianée
of the Permsylvanies law designed 1o prevent this ébuse? the miners
on some of the ccal estates are'yet compelled %o trade. TUnder this
state of things labor combinations are the only meéns by which the
coal miner can prevent himself from being utterly ecrowded to the wall,
and strikes his only weapon. He has net yet learned to use the ballot,
aﬁd is only in some cases waking up to the fact that a ﬁan without any
right to use land is as_unnatural a thing as & fish without water.
Tha\work of the &cal minsr is exceedingly hard and dangercus,
and as it is carried oh meres men old and broken down long before
their time. Yet the average pay in the antaracite ccal regions of
the much protected state of Permsylvania, which oughi to be & paradiss

for workingmen if high tariffs could reall& protect labor, only amount,
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gegording to the rgport of the Pernsylvenis bursau of industrisl
statistics for 1885, to_$6.67 per week. The wages, for an eight per
cent incresse on which the Lehigh miners have struck, emount to about
thirty-nine cents for the mining of & cubiec ton of coal, while the
royalty pald to the owners of the coal im this district, when mines
are worked or leased from the owner, will average nearly, if ncd
gquite, fifty cents per market tons The bulk of the goal increases
with bresking, and thus, while the miner who works in danger and dark-
ness under the surface of the garth, get thirty-nine cents for nining
. a certein quantity of coal, the mere owner - not the operator, ﬁhe
furnishes-eapital and machinef? but the mere cwner, who, &8s owner,
does nothing whatever to ald in the pfoiuctlon of coal -~ gets some
sixty-two and a half ceuls for giving his gracious permlssion,ta break
that much cosl cut of the vein in whick it was 1mplanted agas before
man esme upon the earth.

Implanted in the vein for whom?

The lews oparatlve in the Lehigh valley ag in all the rest of
the coal regions aﬁd gll over this brecad land, say v1rtua11y that
this ccal wes implanted in the vein ~ this gétherea sunlight, with
all i1ts poteney of light and heat and powexr, Was during ‘the long ages
of the carbeniferous era stored up - for the Lehigh ccal snd naviga-
tion company and Messrs. Pardee, Coxe &nd others, thelr heirs and

.assigns; and that no other human belng haé any right to take or use
it, save with their permission and upon their terms.

But go into any Sunday 3¢hool and ask the‘youngest seholar,

"Who made the cosl?" and he will answey, "God."

Asy him for whom God made the eoal, and you shall see if he
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will think of any ﬁehigh coal and ﬁavigation comoyeny or any Mr.
Pardee or kr. Coxs.

So true is it, as some one has sald, that if great wrongs
perpetuate ﬁhamselves from generation to generationm, it is only
beosuse the man hushes the guestionings of the child.

Signed:Henry George,
: Hovember 19,1887.



