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~L7= SLAVERY THEN AND NOV.

fhe coarse, bratal form of slavery wiich makes labor itself
a subject of property is enly advantagecus . to the ownsr where popu~
laticn is eparse and land 1s 6pen. Where the svailsble land is all
"fenced.in", where thers is a bedy of disinherita& men, who, though
their right to thgirrcwn powsr of labor 1s legally acknowledgsd, have

no right to snything upon which that power of labor can be exerted -

fe

have no right, in Tact, to &s much of the earth as they may stand or
lig down upon, save &8 they buy from week to week or month to month
permission to use it - then the possession of the passive faetor of
producticn, land, gives as wfficient and mas%gmore egonomical a cémmagd
of the active facter, labor, a8 the actursl legal ovwnership of men,
with =211 its incideﬂtal sowers of restraint and punishment. Thirty
years ago the owner of & thousand slaves in Georgia or Eississippl
weuld be at this time Qf the year enjoying himself in a northern water-
ing place or in Eﬁrope, living in luxuricus idleness upon the differ-
ence between whet the labor of his glaves prcduced and what he was
céligea to return fo them in fhe way of feod, clothing, sheltier, medi-
‘ecal atisendénce, oversesrs tc keep them at work, and expense of recap-
ture if they ran away. Chattel slavsery has now been abolished #n the
United States, but men of the same Zind are living in luxury at water-
ing places or in Eurcpe, without doing any work themselfes, by virtue
cf” the ownership of eity lots, agricultursl lands or mineral resources,
for the use cof which they levy toll upon the produce of lasber. In the
orie c¢ase &8 in the cther products and services ars obtainsd without

the giving of preoducts cr services in return. To extort the lasbor for
which he gsve mo return and which enabled him to live luxuriocusly

wi theut doing any work, the slave owner of 1857 hsad the powerrta fleog,
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to iron and to pursue with blocdhounds. The land owner of 1887 has
no need of these powers, for he has all that is necessary in the power
of eviction, and how sufficient is that power, where population be-

omes somewhat dense and lsnd is a1l "feunced in,™ we may see from what

o

it mesns in such countries as Ireland, whers a sentence of eviction

has, with little exaggeration, been said to mean a sentence of death.
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