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WHAT HINDERS GOOD HOUSING

Tt is axiomzitic that price depen s upon the relation of
upo 1* to demand. This is strikinely seen in the way in whic
’woerying nﬂﬁa for houses ls refiected in the scaring price
oy 1and for houging sibess That the demand willl increase
rather than u3W1nlsh will tend to make those who own land
ineline to wait for still hipnﬁf pl]G@S, the effeect ig to
shorten the supply of land just when it 1s increasingly
needed. Tt is no wonder that Dabllc authoritics, as well ag
private builders, find land DP* eg becoming pro chibitive. We
nave noticed many instances of toe gtroits to which loecal
councilas arc pubt and their pr onests at the barriers tc houg-
ing developwent which high prices, due to lond monoepo -y,
pregent to their schewes. Few of them realizs, nowever, that
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the remedy is largsly in th€1r own nands. [t 1s not to blame
the landownsr, a pro$gule rarauit, but to geb on with ths
businessg of having the 1aw aitered which allows vacant land
50 escaps rateg, and which al the same time levics heavy
rateg on houses when they are built, thue cheeking develop-
ment from the other end. (Examples follow of priceg paid for
1and for building housss, in sOomG cages a8 high as £3O 000

a1 BCTE ). -~ Land and Lllcrt . Sepb. 1945,
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A GRAVE NATIONAL MBNACE

On Sevtembsr 11lth the Cansadisn Federation of Property-Owners'
Asgociations held its inaugural meebting in Winnipeg.

This Fedsration has develonéd oub of the Toronto Lendlordg'
and Property-Ownsrs' Asgocliation, organized about teun years ago.
At the iheeption of the labtter a mumber of public-spirited citizens,
including J. H. L. Patterson, #. T. Owens, Charles Herr, and W. S.
B Armstrongs joined it in the belief that sucn an organization
might aid in clhecking civic mismanagement. They quickly found,
nowever, that the Association was formed golely in the Infterests of
thie moncvolistic landlords, and that any advocacy of the lnterestg
of the lLome-owner or small property-owner would be promptly sup-
pressed. The Associsbion is governed by a self-perpetuating Execu-
tive: the mewbers at large have no voice in the election of offi-
cers, the gelection of matters for discusgion or the determining
of policy. The Association iz so well financed thet the small man's
dues are inconsequential. o

At an sarly meeting Mr. Pabierson gucceeded, in spite of the
open hostility of the chialrman, in wmaking a brief plea for ths
home ~owner, but it was made plain that he would never be allowed %o
gpeak again. The following procestings he described as & sickening
axhibition of short-gighted and unprincipled greed. Mr. Armgtiong
was briefly a mewber of the Executive, but retired for good reason.

The Toronto Association soon dropped the words "landlords and®
from ite official title, remaine devoted to the aggrandizement of
the monopolistic landlord. While it is amply supplisd with croco-
dile bears for the plight of the homeowner, 1ts policles are direcs
ted towards the elimination of the latfer. It wae primarily respon-
sible gible for Premier Drew's recent present of $10,000,000 a year
to landholders, with the resultant encouragement to gpeculation, -at
the cost of the workers. Spending a great deal on publicity, the
Toronb o Agsociaticon was gsoon followed by similar oneg in obther
cities. Some Property-Owners' Associationg were indeed organized
on democratie lines; in COttaws ir. H. G. Barber is Pregident. In
the Ontario Associstion, however, the reactionariss have control.

o)

The policies tc be expected from the Canadian rederation are
indicated by the slection of Jsmisson Bone of Belleville as Presi-
dent and Haroid Manning of Toronto as Honorary Pregident. Bone is
an ardent advocate of the Britisii municipal tazation system, a
gystem whiech makes home-ownership a rare privilege. Tt is as true
now as wien Buckle made the statement, that "landiords are prcharly
ne only great body of men whoge whole inferests are diametricai.
opposed to the interests of the nation.” Landlords proper ars but
. fraction of one per cent of the Cénadien people, but they are in
rretty complete control of the press, tlie universitiecs gnd manyqof
the churches; now they ars further crganized under the leadsrship

= aap ingtantly ready to sacrifice the welfare of the magses UO
Aizement of a parasgitic class.
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IMPLICATIONS OF THE ATONIC BOMB

4

grnest J. Farmer
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The production of the atomic bhomb was an acllevement without
orecedent. AGCOTQlPC to the accepbted scientific principles of 1900
thie bombh ghould havs drified gown herimlessly, there being no known
foree which should make it do otherwise. Ths proﬁuctlon involved
the cooperation of tern thousend expert techniciane, inclading over
one hundred ranking scientists, fO”“lnﬂ at widely sepsrated pointg.
It involved caleulations of hLitherto unknown forecez, Wit the
congtant threat of a migscalenlation ceusing a catastrophe. Never
bafore has a gecerst shared by so many besen kept so well.

It is natural for psopnle to imsgine that such &n achievement
giionld hs an important stoo on the way to the sbolition of poverty
and war. Unhappily these evils ars not to be abolished or even
mitigated by progress iﬂ thc phweical sclencss or in modes of
OLOﬁ”Cthu, but only by wmpvovemrnt in the general standard of
econonic understanding.

The last mamber of "On the Campus" liste 30 major inventions
and digcoveries made during the periocd between 1752 and 1934, and
remsrks: "VYet after all this material pirogress , the world Wae in
the throes of industrial depression and 48.5 per cent of the
familieg of the United States were receiving incomes of lasss than
$1,000 a year. These 18,358,949 familieg averaged only $600 annu-
ally -~ less than $§2 a cuv i Even these figures do not show low
deaperate the plight of u millionsg of theae famliLﬁﬂ actually wag.
They ware completsly cut off from any opporktunity to provide for
their neede by their own labor.sSuch income agz they had was vrovided
by public charity on an unprecedented scale; charity made Logsibis
only by adding billions to the pubjic debt. Without this charity
millions would have starved to deatl.

“on the Campus" continues: "&ay we expoct that atomic @newgv
will do for living conditions ﬁhau the inventions and discoveries
of the past two centuries failed to do? When utilized in psacebime
pursuits will it betier the lot of ths averace Family? Will it
raise above want those who today are able to “meke but a bar e living?

The answer to these guestions is, of course, a flat "no®,
Bagic wageg will still be 1limited to what the lsborsr can produce
on rent-frae land. Spsculation and land-gr aa;ln« Wlll gtill make
guch land scarcer and scarcer, so that the laborer' g wage will
be baged upon what hecould make undsr worse and worse conditions.
Taxeg imposed witheut the glightest consideration for common
enesby will still rob him of a considerable part of th pitiful
wage.

Such Improvement as atomic power may effect will be due, not
to the fact of greater pobtsntial pLOduCElOﬂ, but to the fact that
Tor once the government has kept an iwportant natural resoure
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public prroperty. This 1is a depariture from the almo

policy on this continent of giving away everything w rth Hhile'
the osople's heritage for nominal considerations &

the quickcest and mosgt shameless grabe.

One ox two psr cont of the ganius anc effort devoted to the
atomic bomb would undoubtedly, if devoted to sound economic educaw
ticn, e erougn to guarsntés to everyone on this continent the
opporfunity for a2 wholedome, hapoy life.
There 1s no better reacson for hoping that the atomic bomb

snt wer. The invention of the machinﬂ gun, which gave the
defange a great temporary advanbtage, labter that of the bomolnD,

irpiane, 1 o prophecies of the erd of war. Bub all such invenw
tions changs only the conditions of war, not the impulses which
cauges Ware. As toings are ghaping, it seema all but ceriain that
there will be at least one wmors world-wide war, in whicli atomic
powbing will pl

“tance of the atomic bowmb will, howevsr, in all proba-
sened by the character of the war. Hven the war just
part the character of a widegoread civil war. In the
next war, few if any nations are liksly to ascaps internal conflict,
Allies and enemics will be go intermingled that sven aviation will
be subordinate.

endad

In tlie cass of guch netions as preserve reagonnble unanimity,
those which make greatest wae of ths single btax principle will
poggaesg an Ilmport ank “avuhtame. The eibtles of Glasgow {(scotland)

and Syduey (Auqtf@?i differ in population by only a few thoussnd.
But because Glasgow does not tax land, ite oesople are graeatly
congested; because 3Svdney taxes only land and not buildings ite
population is excepbionally spread out. Glasgow ig crowded into

only one-s'lXh the area of gydney. It is svident thnat Glaggow

would e mach: more vulinerable to bombing of any type than woulﬂ
Sydney. Thils advantage is apart from that of better health cone
Gitions , of the greater vigor and profuctivity of the people who
benefit by the single tax principle. The con \westion of the Jaoan¢ce
citiss rag an important factor in the Jupﬁbese collapse.

g

-=c0o0000=-

For our own salvetion we in the Uniteld States muet co-0psrate
1: other like-minded nations in setting wp & zound and eguitable
tam of commercial and sconomic relationships among all nations,
A vigorous and prand;ﬂg international trade is iundiepensible
to suech a system. It can be achicved only by Jolnlng With obher
natione nationg in clearing sway tl
internationsl commerce after the last var and in orevenbing new
harviers from arisi: -- Franklin Roosevelt, in an addrcess to the

A
U. 8- Ae Foreign Trade Council, OQct. 11, 1944,
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the uncconcomic parriers which tixrottled
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VETERANS DENTED ACCFSS TO LAND THEY FOUGHT FOR

Strethel Walton

Th seemg ironical thabt diescharged veterang, returning to
their homes after fighiting bto protect their lend, ars denled
accegs 10 it.The following instance could no doubt bs mulbiplied
b

g9
y thousandsg.

A couple of young friends of mine were recently discharged from
iy Foree. During their training period they wers camped in
utiful ssction of Eastern Canada, 01030 =5 a2 viver and also Lo
LIQQSDOTT&uth.quﬂﬂbﬂ was the main industry in that locality,
s bhere was no refrizeration pilang tlolgqncg ‘of Founds of fish
were Llost every vyear. S¢ these young men decided to balln a plant
arvice to the community and as a source of income after the
war. Doon i1quiry they found that 2ll the land on botl sidss of
the river and near the railroad was owned by one man. This man
refused to eell or ieage them any land for their project. He was
‘not interested in having a refrigerating plant built in that
locality, becqqu hig profits in buying flS” dvrlhg the lest few
vears hod made dm a-malti- millionaive. Th ishermen, on the
contrary, were #nLlPGLv ﬁepc dent uron hies Uounuy, ginece he owned
the Land, the boats, the nets, and the general store. They would
ng their calteh to the store and get g“oce igg and other neces-
s -in exehangs. 3ometimes by spring they would be in debt . at
tcre and have no money coming to them for thelr whole winter's

Tt geems ratlier shocking that any one pesrson, or a group of
persong, ghould have the power to impoverish thely neighboreg and
hold up progress in this way. Returning veterans will be very
nitber snd disillusioned when they meet situations sueh as this.
After fighting to protect thelr lﬁnd they should not be denied
accegs to it in corder to sarn a 11ve11%ood. -~ Henry George News,
Qetoher 19450.

w=000C00==-

Tven now sg We scan these Llines thpussnds of children are
being born into the world where theilr rigntful place iz denied L0
“them in advancs; their forefathers weres turned of ¥ the goil, their
descandants aré not allowed upon it -- eXcept upon pavment of
‘rent. They are, in facy, confemmed to pay for mere permiggion to
1ive, and this will be the fabe of every {landlesg) child until
the time that the grest robbéry is ended. To snd the robbery ths
1and must be restored (i. @., given back) to the free and squal
use of all its inhabhibsnte, and there must not be any combensa-
tion paid to the Landlerds, for that would be to continue th

theft under another form. -- J. Graham Pesce, author of “Wp€

wweat Robbery'.
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SOME CONDITIONS TN AUSTRALTA
E. F. Halkyard

The Sguare Deal conbtinues to arrive and is circulated among
our active mewbers.

Recently we have enjoyed the company of your fellow worker, Mr.
H. B. Cowan. He has wmade a moght thorough study of gome of our mini-

L

cipal finances.

Probably you kunow the setuv of the Georgsan Novewent in Ausge
tralia. The Henry George Foundatlion providesg the booklels and books,
Tn sach State there is a League for education, lecturcs ant support
of candidates for election. Thres of the Leagueg run monthly news-
papers: Standard (Sydney) Progresg (Melbourne) and People's Advo- i
cate {(Adelaids}. ‘ _

Probabiy our greatest difficulty arises from the franchise.
Thers are "Upper Houges" based on a narrow landownsrs' franchise.
These put a vebo on bills which hiave passed the Lower Houses, pro-
viding for Land Bevenue. But Socialist bills, tho' altered & bit,
are usually passed. Hence the Socialiists are, and have bsen, "oet -
ting on", Their proposals have a chance and thelr members in Parlia-
ment hiave success. Ih is then success whiclh brings mors success.

This forty year old obstacle to our measures ig nobt likely to
yield until we first win Proportional Representation. That is a
preliminary measure and a wise gencralship sees great value in pre-
liminary preparation.

The strong moral appeal of the Gospsl of Social Justice is an
enduring support during many years of disappointment. -~ From a
letter to the Editor. Wr. Halkyard is Hon, Secretary of the Henry
Goorge Foundation.

—=000000~=~

Tnsbead of 1land confiscabicn, the Kuomint ang hasg a@vocated
the following medsures: First, introduction of scisntific methods
of farming which, 1t 1is egtimated, will increasze agricu}turgl
production up to 40 per cent. Sceond, extension of cultlvgtLOﬂ.

Tt is esbimated that onlu 1,600,000,000 mou of land out of a
total of 12,274,000,000 is eultivated in Chins. Even if all the
cultivated iand were egually divided among the people =-- & process
which would cause tremendous social disturhance --the per caplita
amount of land would be only 3.5 mou ~-- about half an acre. Third,
adoption of a progressive iand tax, and fourth, reduction of'land
rent. The first two measures will jmprove the people's livelihood;
the next twe will peacefully and graduzlly bring shoub a gtatuS‘
of relative equality. -- The Chinese News Service, quobted in

*evtg HMagagine, Oct. 4, 1940. p. 11.
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FRANE BARBER

o
L

T the
Toronto scene one who for a considerable rnumber of years had been
mewber of the Executive of the Single Tax Ascociation. He was
a brother of Mr. H. G. Barbsr of Ottawa, now one of the leading
CGanadian active Georgists.

The reecent deatlhy of Hr. Urahk bﬂroer removad
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1"' OBTHE AL NEWS

Strethsel Walton

s firat of coursg the
ng aboub Seph. 261,11..
togethor mes tlﬂg

U{ on plang for 1‘];3.@

We Iave many plang For the geagon; th
clagses in "Progress snd Poverty," boginni
On. Sept. 27th wag our first monthly "aet
witly the programme mostly taken up with ta

"geagon and a showing of ths picture "Millions of Jobs®

. On October 18th we expect ¢ho start a new venture consis-
ting of _8_s¢ arieg of weskly lecturesg, ab which the Rev. Wylie
Young of Batavis, W. ¥Y.will he the first spsaker. We hiave invited
obher beople to gpeak at thess meetings, including Senator -Arthur
Rosbuck and Mr. Gerald Walsh of Ottawa, but no definite plans

have been made ag yel with them.

Classes in “Protection or Free Trade" and aniance of Politi-
cal Eeonomy" will ecommence later. '

HAMILT O NAWS

Robsrt v\ﬂ{':{; nne

The Henry Ge orgs" Pellowship Club met on Septe mber 1lth. ¥Wa
seoureﬂ 50 sets Of the Wylie Young letters and we are malling
them, ons a weck, to a list of ministers. We ghall soon infer-
view thiese ministers in the hope that soms of them abt lesast will
maks their churel rooms available to wvs for classzes.

Howard Stobbs was with us on Sepb. 1ltl. #He will soon e out
of uniform and Is very enthusia uuwc.
A clagg started at StH. Enoch's under John Wilson on Qetobér
. At least four groups sre in prospect, besides one Laking
"P ota tion or Free Tradg

~-000000 -~
A Tunfred years ago we decided that it was gilly to tax

at
bread and so make people gtarve. Te it nc t oquall, silly to tax
houses and condewn people to overcrowding? -- Land and Liberty.
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QTTAWNA NOTES

Hs T Oweﬁs

_ A new group to gstudy "pProgress and Poverty” will atart on Qcto-
per 18th; meeting, as herstofore, at the home of Mr. H. G. Barbep.

At the annual meeting of the Qttawa Branch of the HGSSS Ha. T,
weng ant H. . Barber were ra»olecfad prggident and secretary reg-
pectively. Mr. Bond and Miss Brewer were namsd as publicity committee.

Mr. He Bronson Cowan should be back in Canada gocon. The last,
problem on which he worked was, to determine why Sydney's Water and
Sewerage Board rated on site and improvement valuss while the muni-
cipalities rated on gite values only. The cooperation of the
authorities in all sections where Mr. 00qu worked during his survey
wag willingly extendesd.

A nurber of thoge who have attended the study groups in Obtawa
in the past few years belonged to one Branuch or another of the .
Services; a number have now returned to their homes. It 1s hioped
that new groups wmay spring up in different locallfles- Lisut.John A.
Potts, now in Toronto, will be sorely misgsed. Lisut. Johin Ferguson
has organized and taught groups at places in the Maritimes Where
he hasg boen stationed. The first contact of these valuable workers
withh the Henry George philogophy was with the Montreal groups.

Future prime ministers of Canada are to have an offiecisl homse
in Ottawa. The Government iz expropriating an estate betWesn the
French embagsy nnd Ridesu Hall, regidence of the Governor-Gensral.

The ownsr demands $256,000 for the property -- the bull oF which
figure is, of course, unsarned Jncwemcmt. The Government's offer

was about $128,000., The casge naw goes to the Exchequer Court.

In Senator Rosbuck's maiden speech he emphagized the dezirs-
bility of reducing taxes on smell incomes. This perhaps implies
that there may be an untapped source of revenus.

> Whe

ict of ﬂbOhu 900 squara mllcs, ehpr,lag pur‘b of Ontarlo and
Quebec. Tt will be about the size of the Auvstralian Capitila Terri
tory. To schieve the purposes of the federsl district doubtless s
great deal of land nnﬂ Drcovrty muat be expropriated, and the

present system lends gcli to the enrieiment of those whose holdings
will be reguired for thﬁu public purpose.

-~00o0000 =~
$us+ as no naticn can have a greater sxternal enemy than war,

~ Trug no greater internal enenty than poverfty. -- Wm. Green,
of L., in Maclean's Magazine, Sept. 1, 1944,




