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First Things First

If social
is to ‘Je et abl;sue{‘t Demucmck must
e top of the slate Colisetion of
of Land. ip the list of mgnnt

< wzunuuf my cmcl fnanein
the sehemes' of Socialiam
s o inerease in the dnan-
-And it mast be
Let the lahor-

rized. glance upon.
T4t Democracy arise in the weight of its
pew-born energy and assert the claims of
i T, Le; it stand upon the bread ground
of s+ jnstice of its rcause, BEquity demands
L}icw an end be put to the svstem by which
unearsed inerements flourish at the expense of
earnings of toil, Let it look forward to the
futare, and il its heart with a2 hope thal can-
not be defeated, Strong in the right, let it
advance to the quickening of mdustry, to the
empm\me!“f of the unemploved to the aug-
menting of proquctn}ty 0 the increase of
wages. In shert, let it declare for the coliee-
ticn of the rentsl vetue of land wh
inereage the national wealth, and at
uim-) bncwe 8 n‘c‘i‘e eu*mahle distri

ich dogs
dugers

i’:eﬁeﬁt :me S60

s another. Hare iz a veform
noi attempt o bring benefit by

artificial seaveity of commo
Herg is ‘efo;m wiileh does
the task, foredwomad to faiinve, of
inet g wages by vestrieting cutput, Here
i a veform which doss not offer any imposaible
road to wealth by the manufacinring of money.
Here is & reform which doea nof invelve av
immense DLEﬂ:I_Y ic the p‘-’UZC.h:u

fromiimdiiing

Douglas Credit Debate

The debate on The Douglas Credit proposals
laze at the Adelaide Town Hail. on
Augus . There was a very big attendanes.
presided over by Mr. R. 4. ﬂudal‘ MP. Mr
A L. "Ve}ler, “who spoke  for ihe Douglas
Credit scheme, took up 2 consideralle portion
ef the time aIlot ted for the first speech in
vegreiting that he had not fhe t‘me ta deal
with the wn]mt as fuliy as he wished. Ip his
secomd speech he made no attempt to angwer
the guestions. submitted by Mx E. J. Craigie.
whe took the negative side of the dabate. As
in the former debate with 3r, Blake, those
who sttended expecting to hear how the Doug-
las system was fo operaie weve greviously
disappointed, AL times the supporters of the
Douglas theory were inclined to prevemt 2
criticism of their propcsal, and {f was apparent
they di¢ nof attend with open minds, Ther
very bilterly resented any eriticism of their
scheme.

Chituary

= with sinvers regret we record the death

of My H. H Roediger, of Tumby Bay. Our
lale cooworker was very nighly respected by a
large civcle of friends in the disiriet. Tor

Many years e ha‘; een 4 supporter of {he
pri cr‘les of Henry Oeorge, sud was ever
ready o help moviment by any mesns i
hig power. We tender our sineers
to the relatives and irends.

Henry Gegrge suppo:tera in all parts of the
world would be shocked t¢ hear of the sudden
death of Mr. Oscar H:Geiger, of New Yerl.
The late Mr. Geiger repderad gikeellent service
A, - ¥

e priige

reform which
adopiion,
without viuie,u \vrenchmg oi veated mteies:a.
It i a reform which Increases wages bF
uynfettering industry; by the abolition of taxa-
tion; and which pours weslth into the lap of
Labor by making land avaiiable to all on equit-
able terms, thus brioging aheut 2 greater
abundance of commodities. Are rou prepared
to enrcl and assis. the sdoption of this great
ides] and sound principle?

Creation, Credit and Living

The Philesopher:

Crenticn of Credit! Credit for lving?
- Pe"hapa we are, to mere words giving
A meaning foraign, t¢ th' acomstomed term.
Was oy oue’s life 2 eredit to the lver?
2 greste that? {or was't ael a gift
giver?
"Tig g preswmption to thik, muck wore to afrm.

from the

The Wag:
¥ ihe credit coutempiated was 2s real ss it s stated,
Notes and shekels unshated, by a wand would be
treated.
If the mere fact of living waz the Htle fo the som,
But of this make no wmistake, yowll sprely have to wait
T you eounl on getling something out of mothing in
wyour plate
For the enly th,ng that’s certuin, is & baliff or a dunn.

Reply:

Oue thing's undoubied—GUER  BIGHT TO THE
BARTH,

To whick we're indebsed, fiom the miomeat of birth
To owr fimal depariore, But where is that bourns?
Is't to dust we Teturn, or, what of that pre-mise
Inberent in Efe; thet at our de-mise
We anscend to s sphere, from whence no retorn?

The cizim to the curih, is imuodest 'L confass,

Rut why claim to Wwve? Is pot life mare than this;

A tribate to “ewnerz?” (for permiszien say they).

3t may please this section, to boest of possession,

Whether "uine points” or mere. ("Tis but an obseasion},

TH!‘]L{:{EARTH’S MADE FOR ALL, not for these of 2
¥

Thege thoughts may proveke either moirth,

care,

they cannot ke
or life heve is probation, at our peril we wust prove

That our claims must be based {on someibing fess

ephemeral,

Thay glitter of eurrency, or anything so tem-poral},

o Q\A\. DIGHT TO THE BANTH—mothing less—it's

com shove.

HEHFR O

shelred, cither kere ov elsewhere,

Jame:; Rogers.

£ ilsmedariaiv
gstabiished the Henry
Suience in New Vork, iis had ga‘:heyrd round
him & very fine body of young people who were
amzigus to understund.the deeper points of the
Georgean philosophy.  “Land and Freedom”
gives an account of the funeral ceremony, ab
which perhaps more than 150 were gatherad
The funeral services were conducted in the
sehoel. Hom. Lawson Purdy read the Lord's
Prayer and the grest chapter from *Progresy
and Poverty,”
e closed with Tennyson's “Crossing the Bar,”
and paid a fime persongl ribute to the great
dead. There was Jardly & dry eye in the
erowded rooms or the school, but it was
apparent that those present mingled with their
sorrow an intense determination that the cause
for which our friend gave his life must not be
allowed to die. His words, “The School must
g0 on,” seemed ringlng in their ears even &as
his body was jowersd in the earth. Tom.
Charles {'Comnar Hennessy, our International
President, gave an jmpressive address, in
which he extolled the virtues cf the deceased
friend and paid glowing tzibute to his splendid
work for mapkind, We join with our co-
workers in all parts of the world in extending
mmnaﬂw ko th widow znd son {Professor
George Ravmond Geiger) In the hour of their
sad beresvement.

—_—————

HENRY GEORGE LERBUE UF SOUTH AUSTRALIA

The monthly meeting of members of the keague was
beld at George Parade, on Tgeaday, Angust 2‘2 the
pregident (M¥. A, Cheppel} presiding ower a Small

attendance. An inter e‘mug budget of correspondence
was read and received, apd three anticipaied resigna-
tions were accepted. Thp secretary Ieported that
arrangements for the znnnal social were in hand
Information regpurding the netivities of the weekly
stady eirele was given, snd an open imvitation (o be
present was sitended to membars and friends.
Refercnce was made to 3 new book in stock (“The
Philogophy of Fenry George”) by George E. {relger,
Associate Professor of Fhilosephy, University of Notth

recrge Behodl of Becial .

the Problem of Individual Life.” ~

question of moving the
Botanic Park was further del
associated the cutdyor work wers n
Honary powers ir the matter, and av their insian
matter wag adiouwrned for another iwo meonth
suggestion that = Statement be prepared show
iniguitons effects of the sales &Y wap not
suppartad.  M=ztfsrs of minor interesi were
and the meeting waz declered closed.

Next Moelting, Tuesday, September 25, a1 £

lengue’s plaiform =t the
sted, and those

Ul

HENRY GEORGE COMMEMTRATION

The anneal soclal to commemoraie the birth-
day of the -Prophet-of San Franci Flenry
George, was held at the Caledonian Hsh, King
William Street, Adelaide. on Wednesda“ Sen-
tember 5 T‘ne prezident of the Henry George
League {Mr. A, Chaopel) presided aver the
gatheving. The attendance was nof as large as
agnal owing to the influenza epidemic and the
counter attractions that night. Solos were
rendered by Miss Isabell Peany, L.AB.,
LIT.CL.; Misz Gwen Coffey gave a number of
hwmdrpus  recitals, and My, Alan  Sierp.
LT.CL, contributed violin eofos. Al the
items were well received. The Commemorative
address was given by Mr, G, V. Birks, who
deait with the leachings of Honry George, par-
t;cularh from the ethical standnoin i
WU:.Jd 'Jjoduc‘e
ted on Bis fine
shmenis were Drovided h_\: thie ladies.
ng foiloved.
Misy Penny, who kind
gramme, to the ladies who assisted ‘n COnnec
tion th the 1ef1>eahment commities, io
Magsrs. D Huodson and W, Hocking for work
in preparing the hall. and to all who by their
eontribution or service in any way helped to
make the gathering a suceess. Members very
much gppreciale the agtion of Mr, and Mrs. W.

Hukchens, of Kimba, -who fm'warded a hanx
again this vear for uge at the social,

Preiudice

The eurse of all men's lives is }glen&zea

By otne:ls, ot by self, but oftentimes by bota
‘Each life is ruined, move or less;

And men blame I)esi:im}-,

Or put the fanlt on Nature,

Blaspheming against a bunatilul Pravidence.
Taws upon laws zre gxouud out from

The frothy mill of what iz called "Exnes.an g

Ry surface-seeing minds and coreerisg seli-seelingy
And the people always lose the suhstanee,

Ever vainly chasing affer taisbew shades

: and
Sincere thanks are due io

arranged the pro-

Thus it i= the warld s rent with tum-au(
And ench fresh rending follows on the past.

Whose in the fsﬁit'.? ’.[‘h_e biame miost mrely Hes
With those who knpw the Truth and will not dare

To make the Baerifice of Self

Upen the Alter of Eternal Trubh:

And thus the world wags om,

Amnd history repeats the errovs of a fatnous past;

Not “vested Interests,” but strongly “vested prejudics’™
Iz the Workds Gueat Curse to-day.

ML Dalzon.

—_—————
At matier I thiz jsoe
otberwive siguemt hey Leen
& Grant Aveuwr, Ros Pk,

vefating o the Federal eiections nﬁL
weilien by FEdwoerd Jobn Crrige, of

The use of money in any but the most radj-
mentary socleties is indeed essential. It iz as
indispensabie o the interchange of commodi-
ties ag languaye to the interchange of ideas;
but it ia no more wealth than the dictionary is
Shakespesre or Milten.

Let zeal for human improvement run in the
right channels, and speedy deliverence awaite
the laborer from his indusirial byrdens. The
future is bright with hops, The evils of society
are not irremedial, its wrongs are not bevond
redress. The past has left ug rich legacies of
emancipating effort.  Freedom has & noble
sncestry; without doubt it shall have a nobler

Dakota. A Lriel swymmary of s dehaie b the
sacretaty apd Mr. A L. Weller (of the Donglus Credit
As-zocza..mn) was rendered, and it was ifimated that
copies of the secretaty’s latest speach on the Address-
in-Reply in the Houge of ubly were aviiluble.

x on iz addrese a meeting at Pay d
¥r. D Hudson reported
ad been held with wruRl SUCCESS
£ was adopted, end pee
wo new memwhers wire

te
admitted.

posterity,
“PROGRESS”

A JOURNAL OF PROGRESSIVE POLITICS.
¥onthly. 2/7- a year posted.
“PROGRERS,”

Henry (eorge Ciub, I8 Gootze Prrade, Melbomime,




e

THE PEOPLES ADVOUATE

Septemnl

“The People’'s Advocate”
ADELATDE: SEPTEMEER 21, 1954

THE FEDERAL ELECTIONS

Natienal Government Returned.
ral elections weve held oz Sepfem-
ber 15, anfd the Lyons Nartional Government
has been yeturned to power, It hss not a
3 in the Mouse, the fgores al time of
being: National, seats, Country
4y Federal Laboyr, 13: Lang Labor. 71
It will thys be seen i k
3 depend 4 #
l:iug majority. The Fed
es made the sovialisa
uh Eli.u MLI(JTEuqu.
spes of the elec 7
plainly *nld that their po Ll\.n are net
ble to the people. Whijst the veturn
of the Lyone Goversment will ha\'n a tendeney
to Jite confitenes se Far-as a-number- of
people are concerned, it is net likely that it
will do anything of a practical nature to fm-
urove eonditions for profitable production. Ii
Iz sirongly in the grip of the manufacturing
elemant in Australie, and may be rélied npon
ie eontinue the high tariif policy of the past.
At best it suggesie only palliatives for the
purpose of trying to keep primary producers
on the land, but if hzs not suggesied anything
which will }cwcr the cost of production. That
is the gquestion of paramotmt 1mpmtance. The
iegmlanu]l up fo date bas been more in the
interest of the ereditors than the wealth pro-
docers.

Country  Party Should Insist
Abolitivn.

The Country Party will hold the balance of
power in the pew Parliament, and it will be
interesing fo ses how Lﬂat power. will be used.

ude s the tariff has E;een
unsatisiactery. At tlmes
¢ches i favor of free r ue—!,
he insists
“ECE‘SS’ 1\"
tenper \' bc, ig ask

Upon  Fariff

it o

guest
Speaking
2 Lake during the

Neither of the big part
d on sound economic pr
amentals they were practically in agree-
ment. Both stood for land and trade monopoly.
The Lyons party was more sate in regavd to

the yuestion of banking, hence sccsed 2
meiority. It will now have an opportunity of

showing the electors whether it really has the
interests of the wealth producers at heart, We
ave Hving in serjous fimes and those who enjov
special privilege of any kind should realise that
the producers will oot for all time tarpely sub-
mit to the vobbery of their earnings. If the
are wige ther will not affer ebjection to pn
posals to remove that privilege. The facts
'nist&-ry show that civilizations greater &
surs have goue to C.ﬁav in the past lkwa
moral and economic J have been vigiated,
and those whe cen vead the i
inow we are surely travelli s
Aismsier, Al who have any regard for mank
aild seviously congider problems con-
fro; "mg sncﬁehv at the p]e_qcm moment, drop
-vach thew from the
re'is By one poliey
law, and that is to
f has
been tsken from them.  No complicated
measures zre nacessary for thia, ALl that is
requived js that those in possession of land
shall pay the annual rental valne inte the
Treastry, and thia being a fund sufficient to
weet the cost of zil aecessary govermment
there would then be no further taxation im-
pcsed upon the earnings of labor. Omne thing
is certam—either {his policy must e adopted
or civilization will perigh.

L

in aecard with economic ] :
restere to the people the jnheritance

The Wimmera Campaign

The camnaipn in the Wimmera District in
Vietaria ovided the foeal point for all foi-
lowers of Henry George 4y
clections, Thiz was be e of the f
Ar. Gevdon Re farmer &t

=3 i L n
maelf when Mr, J. s%‘km sun, Secrets
vy {ieorge Lesgue
Lin v erd tc ’r:}w

hbat wlu.n
mmged in thp mil to debate the gqu
fused to do st The members of the Couniry
Purty know the unfortunate position of 2 big
number ef preducers. They are aware that
they cannct continve production unless their
burdens are removed. The scheme for rehabi-
litation proposed by the Country Party dees
not touck the cause of the trouble, and would
erely mnean assisting one section of the com-
munity at the expense of the other. I is
quite certsin we 4o not need more loans foated
as tnat will add o the already high interest
burd The Count arty has a splendid
opportunity for Insisting on the abolition of
the tarif tzxes from the tools of production
and from fite general necessities of lide. There
are & number of members in the Natiomal
Party whe privately favor a low taxiff poliey.
and uplesz a move 18 made In that direction
there is no bright outlook fur the future.

Many Electors Unrepresented.

The election has furnished ancther argument
for a change in the avstem of voting. We hear
u great deal about democracy these days, but
have very litile of it. Under our present
absurd and unmjust system of voting approxi-
mately one halt of the electors are left without
direct representative in Parliament. In
many digtricts o member can only be elected
by the electors being forced to record z pre-
favence for a candidate holding views contrary
to their own. This method of voting ensuares a
mnnong,) of representation to the big narties
and it i3 omnly on rare occasipns that an T'ldﬁr
pendent eandidaie can sequre eleciion.
intend ai a2 later date when the votes sre
complete to examine them and set out the
actusl position in regard to ihe disfranchise-
ment of a big bedy of electors. There can be
no true demostatic governmeni upiil members
are slected under the proportiong] representa-

o Couse for Jubifation.
There iz na.cause io

resuit of the elections

tha lesser of the tw

Jubilation at the
mevely a case of
sarties leing re-

1g fffn'Eet

thuvsantds of co E este, In :zdd'—
tion to other printed matfer. Three ti
spoke over the air. Owing to the dels
part of fhe Governinent In announciy
houndaries of the cf, Mr. Ander
unabie to work one part of the district as fully

ot

fine one in view of the fact that it was th
time our views had been placed hefore the
eleelors. Mr. Andersen has 2 very fine grip of
'p.‘:' iples, is an effective speaker, and was well
received. He was ably assisted throughout the
s_ampalgn by My, J. Atkinson, secrefary of th
Vieterian ‘Iemv George League, who ’wrkeJ
ua‘ ringly in connection with the distributi
of printed matter, and aluo in connection witn

the platiorm work. . Atkinson is worthy of
speclal thanks for LS great effort in connec-
tion with this campalgn. M E. J ("mig'o,

MT. also rendered assistance with fhe plat-
form work, snd spoke for one hour aver the
alr from #8H. Swan Hill. Although Mr.
Anderson was not successful on this oveasion
the campalgn was well worth while, The wote
secured is a clear indication that the district
can be won for Henry Ceorge principles. We
trust our co-workers in Victoria will continne
the education work during the interim between
now and the next election, when we feel confi-
dent that victory will crown their effort. The
country press in the Wimmera distriet gave
good reports of Mr. Anderson’s meetings, and
are to be complimented on the spirit of journa-
listic fairplay shown. We offer our sincere con-
gratulations to Messrs. Anderson and Atkinsan
on the great service they have rendered the
Georgean movement, and feel sure they have
zown seede which will bring forth a harvest
at the next efection.

AN OVERSEAS APPTEECIATION

The [ovllowing paragraph appears i the
Stockton “The Forum,” eodited by 3Mr, L. D.
Beckwith, whe iz doing valnable work for the
Henry George movement:

“'The People’s Advocate,’ of Adelaide, Aus-
traliz, iz a delight. It is an especia!l:; akle and
acemrate exponeni of the Georgist truth, clear
a2nd ¥ So far ag observed here, its answers
to cvummcm hiave heen 100% corrvect.”

FOREIGN EXCHANCE

{During 1931, the Senate of the Universit
of Brisbane, anxious to find additions] markets
for Queansiand products, delegated e &, . V.
Melbourne, ar officer of the University. to
proceed to the East, make enguivies, and
report on the s=ubjeet. Dy, Melbonrme spent
fonr meonths in the Bast making extensive
investigations, and presentad a voluminous
veport on hie return. His views on the ques
tlon of exchange are full of interest, pav
laxly ©o those engaged In primary p"(-d“
who imagine than ap adverse exchange
them higher prices for thelr ')m(!ufvb
reprint secticns which we know will pr
inierest to our resders.}

Tiw Siupidily of Australian Finaneial Metheds,
present position is stupid in the

Br a protective tarf. designed 1o
alinn capital and Ausiralian Jebor,

st of Impmtq and Australisn manufse-
el puody I8 raiged throtghtiot the goantryy
that is fo say, the whele community is mvonu
to subsidize the city worker and the manufsc-
turing industries. By the meintenance of ap
anreasonably high rate of exchange heiween
Australia and London, on the other hand, ihe
cost of importing goods s raised il further,
and another genersl burden is imposed in order
to help the primary proaducer. In effect, oy
means of the prolective tarif, the country iy
being tazed to subsidize the cities; by means
af the high raie of exchange, the ¢ 3
being faxed fo subsidise the country.
elaborate system of ageount and contra-aceount
is guite ridiculous, and simplification s
urgently required. It ix mersly foolizsh to
retzin expedients which neutralize each otner,
especially when. as in this case, they h
refard the development of Ausfraiia’s Faq*m'n

trade.™

’I‘he Rate of Ewh:m“e and Prima?v Pm&uverg.

do nr:t. t'()r oby

Austrelia deps mary production;
and, In present cirenmstapees. Australin osn
de"?lm T g trade aaa,rt F=-m1 orimary

rlu F & v oof

muﬂh nas been wrl itien wlse of the miﬁcu

sperieneed by primary predu
;ias been stated fr ‘quenih that, apa"u.{.n'u the
assistance given them by the eoutinned main-

tenanee of the high rate of exchanpe. they
could nob carey on. Ii mway Le admit that

primary prodiicers are entitled to assistance,
bui the present meihod of giving it is absurd
In eﬁ'e('t it subsidises every producer, in every
primary industry, in every part of Australia,
by giving hm a bonus of twente-fve por cent.
on the value of his exported products. It gives
assistance indiscrinninately to all and sunds
it places all primary indusivies on the ]
footing ; it helps efficient and inefficient exactly
to the same extent. Obviously some industries
may be in grester need than OLhE‘l& obvinusly,
in the same industry, o oducers in cerfain
parts of Australiz may be in greater need than
preducers fn other pai shvionsiy some i
ducers may do their work efficlently w
others may be idle and ex ctravagant; in <hmt
thele shon]d be some discriminglion i the
nfed, especially  where that
ies & hurden on the whole com-
munit}' aml retards the expansion of Austra-
lia's foreign trade. The maintenance of
4 high rate of exchange between Ausiraliz an

London for this purpose is criude and unscien-
tific, it is am expedient which has no merit
apart from its simplicity. and 1t could not be
impoged on any but a foolish people.”

The Bate of Exchange and Prices.

“The argument that an artificial vate of
exrhange must be maintaived between Aunsiva-
lia and London in vrder to depress the value of
the Australian curvency, so lowering the price
of products to the (Ju_tside workld, is esqually
'Jremner& for Auns-
5 rh

unzeund.  Prices pald by
tralian  commodities are
prices, and these are ultin
The exchanuge walue of Ay
Las ne hear ing on these pm’c
competitive gold prives are ow throughout the
world, but !,.ley are ihe prices which vale In
international trade. The gold value of Aps-
tralian exported goods may be translated into
ferins of stertiog or Aus an pounds. but the
eal 1 in the preducer will remal &
case of any compeiitive product
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“huyers will offer more Australiay noies while
the rate of exchange is high; they will merely
devrense the munber offered as the rate of
fxcha::ge i ailowed to drop towards the proper
avel .

The value of the Ausiralian pound is not a
factor In demand. and it does not effect. tha
real prives which Toreign burery are prepated
to pay for Ausirslian goods, I the rate of
exchangs helween Australia and London iz
kept artificially high. the producer will receive
fovr a certain quantity of goods, 2 greater
mumber of Australisn pounds than he would
recelve Jf the rate of exchange were allowed

‘op towards a competitive level; but In
mer case, ezch vound would have a
ai value, In actusl fact, the zeal
rable for Australian products must
fall with other prices throughout the werld;
tiey should be neithier jower nor higher than
the real prives oblainable for similar products
exported by other countzies; and it iz absurd
to say thal forelgn countries Loy Ausiralian
goods becanse Australian money is cheap”

A Pepular Hivsion,

“The actnal truth is that Australia js sell-
ing cheaply, otherwise she would not sell at ali;
and the argument mentioned above has boen
advanced, successfully it would seem, for the
purpose of deluding stupid people. Moreover,
it has heen applied in a war which has
profably involved some Australian primary
producers in considerable loss, By firing the
rate  of exchange Detwesn Ausiralia and
London 2t 180 and 125, those whe are respon-
sible presmme, by implication, thai they are
able to ascertain the difference between the
cosl of producing Austyalian commodities for
worid ernsumption and the cost of producing
aimilar cominodities in other countries for the
same purpose.  They presume, for ipstance,
1hat, in present circumstances, the Augtralian
wheat grower needs mssistance to the extent
suggesied by the presemt rate of excharpps.
The Auvstratian wheat grower gets a price
L e caleulated in Australian currensy, and

takes to account the extend of this
2 As a result. the wheat i5 sold to
rs overseas, bui there is reason to
cerinin cases, it might have
obiain 2 somewhat higher

“Tt is probably trae thet the Ausirslian
wheat grower and other primary producers
need assistance, and it is certainly true that
the community as a& whole must bear {he
burden, It seems gquite certain, howsver, that
the manipulated currency is an Hl-chosen and
clurnsy oxpedient which, by its hit or miss
effect, is daing considerable harm; buf, unfur.
iunately, fs effect is concealed and the people
are bewildered by the jargon of high finance,
otherwise they would not tolerate .

It caanot be denied, however, that stromg
interents will be arrayed o defend the present
system. There are the banks and other finan-
cial institutions, ulearly profiting from the
higher prices paid in Australian currency o
the primary producers; there ave the GoveIn-
menls, increasing borrowings and sinking more
deeply into the mire of nflation: there ave the
primary producers. receiving a bomus of 25
ver cent. on @}l exported products and slowly
struggling back to solvency. - Of ihiese, only
the primary producers sre eatitled to comsi-

-deration;-snd- they might be.more.-reasonably

asaisted in other ways”

{Dr, Melbourne gives a number of examples to show
the berdens imposed on Japanese goods when emicring
Ansiralin, We have space only for twe of the illme-

irations.)
BRUBEWARE,
Factory value .. o Lo S84 00
Charges in Japan .. .. 123%
Pank Exchange .-
Brishane charges .
Tty - - .
TPrimege .. ..
Beles Tax . e
Landed value .. .
An advance of .
Retail price
An advanpge of . .-
- on factory value,

GLASSWARE,
Factory velne .. - ..
Charges in Japan . .
Bank exchange - ..
Brisbane charges .. -
Duty .. .. .
Primage
Sates Tax
Lawded valug
An advanee of
Retail price
An advancs of . .
v Taciory: vaiue,
Dr. Meltboorne wiates that:
“The. .adoption  of s ES

rate ..ol

UNEMPLOYMENT
AND SHORTER HOURS

Mr, E. 1. CRAIGIE'S CRITICIEM

iHansard, August 24.)

Mr. CRAIGIE (Flinders)l—I am sure that
we are all agreed that unemmployment is one of
the mest serious problems troubling mankind
at present, but thers are big diference
opinion a5 io the methods which g
adopted to bring aboul relief, Mr. Ho
travelled very extemsively threughout
world to anpport hiz case i regard i
preblem of shorter hours: e Du
for an excirsion fo various cow
88115 UnNecessEYT (o go outside o
to des! with the guestion, because
certain fundamental vrinciples involved ip 4
meilon of this kind. and we should Le sble to
reach & conchusion withont troubling wmuch
about what Is going on in other parts of the
world, T shall deal Arst with th ;
{hat the problem of  unemploym :
dealt with aleng the lines of reducing the hours
of laber. This s an idea which has pained
favor with a number of Labor leaders, but the
remedy is so crude that the possibility of its
ever recgiving legislative expression Is, indeed,
nardly conceivable. Such an idea withdraws
attention from reforms which have in them the
vrospeet of success, The task in fromi of us is
ts clear the path of progress from the futle
measures of reform that encumber i3, There
is much rubbish to be removed before any real
advance ean e made. That any body of public
opinion should be fourxd in suppert of such and
Lingred propoesals ameng the leaders of thought
in the ranks of Labhoi reveals an ignorance of
the root principles of economics whick one
would scarcely have experted from ingtelligent
men. shows o disvegard of the Jaws of pro-
duction, which, persisted in, must lead to
calamity, The fallacy can readily be sxplod
Let the argument be carefully noted, for s
is involved than the refutation of i '
sroposition under discussion, .

A fair statement of the case for the proposed
reform is frst required. With plausibility of
el iing it is urgued that I 100

©

Bty 8T VAR O
£ : 6f i ars, 1929-1520-
1931, showing the quantity of wheat bought by
dagan from the United States, Canada and
Australia, alse giving the total value, and the
price pald. He then goes on to state:

“These figures ghow that, duving 1951, Aus-
iralia received a lower average price for wheat
than that paid either ic Canada or the United
States. There is no doubt that the lower price
was responsible for sules, The depreciated
ceurvency, resulting from the artificial exchange
between Australia and Londan, led Australian
producers to beliave that they were receiving
more than they really were; but the diference
between the price of Canadian and the price of
Avsfralian wheat suggests- that the price of
Avustralian wheat might have been pushed
zomewhat higher without leading Lo 2 loss of
sales. The average price paid for Canadian
wheat was 3.05 yen per 100 kin, and for Aus-
tralian 2.62 ven, per 100 kin. Although various
considerations must be taken into account, it is
more than probable that the price issue was
cleuded by the manipulation of the currency,
and that Australia was induced to accept for
her wheal in 1931 2 lower price than misht

actually have been obtained. . . .

“It Is evident that, at the bheginning of 1932,
very little cheap wheat was availahle in the
United States, but it is also evident that Japan
wae forced to buy a considerable amount of
wheat from Canada at & price peariy 20 per
cent. higher than that paid to Australia. 1t is
frequently alleged that the maintenance of an
artificial rate of exchange between Auslralia
and London s necessary in order to reduce
Australian prizes, and to make it possitle to
seil Avstralian products sbroad. The figures
quioted above suggest that the davice is
actually resulting In, or at any rate concealing,
the sale of Australinn products for prices
smaller than those which might be obtained

N ; 1.0, T -
exchange hetween Ausivilin arnd London would
terminate the prectice of paving an indiser-
minate bonug of Z5 per e primary pro-
ducers: but it would make imports cheaper
still, and so further reduce the cogt of living:
it would Hghten the bapden of taxation by
obviating the necessity to pay a premium on
interest ivansmitied overseas; and it would
incresse the value of the Australian vound,
thug giving it a greater purchasing power.

By the manipulation of the curremey, real
wages and real prices throughout Ausiraliz
have been depressed to an extent which eannot
rossibly be measured, for the operstion has
beer concealed behind the depreciated pound.
S ly the country would profit from heing
honest with iteelf; frem admitting that wages
and prices have been reduced; from looking
facts in the face, and adjusting its economic
sygtem to the new conditions.

Wheat.

Dr., Melbowrne's comment on the wheat
trade is of interest:

“The Japanese make many coroplaints ahout
Australisn methods of bandling wheat, They
say, for example, that the Australian f.a.
applied to wheat of different qualities; and
they are anxious to see the adoption of several
grades, from first quality downwards, in accor-
damce with the practive foliowed in Capada.
They complain of dirty wheat, and the inclusion
of foreign substances in bags; and they daclare
that eonsignments from the interior are inade-
cuately inspecied at coastal ports. They say
that they experience inconvenience from the
lack of uniformity in the weight of bags, that
they suffer loss from careless leading and the
large number of broken bags: and they are
anxious to have whaat shipped in bulk. Japan-
ese importers of wheat would ulse appreciate
grester facifities for forward buying.

Surely it cannot be necessary to offer Austra-
Bap wheni af prices 20 per cw
price of other countries in crder ic sfect a
sale! In the ease of other commodities, it is
ot possible o oblain statistics as complete as
those set ont above; hul it is probable that
Australian losses of this kind are not confined
o wheat: there is, indeed. geod reason to
helieve that ithe price of woal has been
depressed by similar meana,

#
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men  working zight. honrs & day can make all
e TR gatalaiif-ie iy @ CThTng [

gre 200 men seeking wigent as oot
makers, then if the workiog day were con-
tracted {0 Tour houwrs, employment would beé
found for the whole 206. It is therefore -
gested that o sort of sliding seale should be
adopted wheveby the howrs In industry might
be lessened In number until the tnemploved in
that mdustry were absorbed. The mere state-
ment of the case reveals its amazing absurdity.
The least critical mind suggests innumerable
interrogations for the defenders of the proposal
to apswer. If 250 men are required to do the
work formerly done by 100, are thefr individual
wages Lo be reduced or to remain the same?
Doing only hall the work, must not their wages
be reduced by ome-hall if the boots are to be
sold at the same price as formerly 7 If wages
however, remagin the same, must nof the
af the product be raised sufficienlty to pay
ihe added cost of preduction? [If the price is
raiged, will not the consumer bave to bear the
harden ?

¥ the consamer has to pay mors for his
boots, will he not ecomomise his use of them
and thus fessen the demend, or will he not
have less of his earnings to spend on other
commedities and thus lessen the dersaud for
those other commodities? Is it not troe that
if a man with fixed wages or income has to pay
mmore Tor an article he has been in the habit of
using, ke will have less money for the purchase
of other articles? If the demand for commodi-
ties is lessened, must not the demand for the
labor which produces the commodities be les-
sened also?  The demand for hLests being
diminishied. how can our 208 men find emplov-
ment even at fouy hours a2 day? Must not the
hours be still furtber reduced? Angd mwu
that, by furiker enhancing price, nee
& siill forther reduction of hours?  And
intil we arvive at the reduciio ad absurdome—
when the price is 5o high that the boots ¢
be prrchased at 50, and bootmakers have no
employment.  But suppose ihe demand !
boots at the high price were mainisined. woz

s lakor and lessen emplo
impossille to pu

T its—aither
there will be @ vise of pr which, by lessen-
inyg general purvhasing power, will wenken f
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demnand for vmmcdlucq in some direation apd

4 the aggrpg,ate amount  of
o7 there will be 3 malnieoance of
old level, with the purchasing
> of the general consumers unabated, i
¢ case our bootmakars must submit to 2
further reduciion of wages commensurate with
The reductien of their output.

Qn one horn of the delimma Labor must be
i A merely 4 tannial ipueuxe of em-

a. dlmlm in'n of \,wg n that trade,
employvment In other trades.
Meither result would be gratifring to the adve-
eates of a grades! shortening of the working
dav uniil employment is found for all. That
gich & monstrous proposition should ehgags
the energy of men anxious for social betier-
ment emphasises the urgency of familiarising
the general vublic with the elementary princi-
ples of the production and distribution of
effors. which pightly directed. would have
ghified the hand on the dizl-plate of progress
Ribe) . What by the leading principle

mueh Turthe s
governing wages, the reward of labor?

The source from which wages are drawn i3
the aggregate product of the faclors in pro-
duction-—the national output. It matbers uol
what phrase iz used, so long ss the mesning i=
cleay that labor con only draw ifs wages from
what Is produced by labor. Consequently, sny-
thing that diminighes the national output
lessens the fund from which labor is paid.
That the effect whizh the reduction of the
dav's working hours wil! tend o have upon the
natienal output mar be fully appreciated, let
an extreme case be taken, Suppose the work-
ing hours in all trades are reduced to four per
day-—a supposition not unreasonabie, sinee such
a yeduction has been earnestly advocated by

sy Trades Union leaderse-what will be the
effect? 1t cannot be contended that a man wil
produca az muck in four howrs as eight,
Teue, Leen eqta ;lished by ezperience
s will do as much in eight or nine
hours as in eleven or twelve. laudeed, so far
as the reduction of hours has gone, the eff-
cleney and productiveness of labar may be said
t¢ have increased. But it Is false reasoning fo
suggest or argue that the same tendency must
manifest itself at every further reduction.
There iz a Hmit below which ayy shortening of
the working day must lesson the productivity
of lshor. To lessen that is to diminish the total
produce. And to diminish the total produee is
io encroach upon and contract the only fund
from which labor can obtain wages. If the
national ontput were reduced very substan-
tially it is diffieult to see how labor could avoid
sustaining a reduction of wages. Al least, it
is certain that the national output prevides the
enly fund out of which the vacious factors of
production can be remunerated. Land, labor
and capital have to share amonmg them this
aggregate output. If it iz lessened, one of
them must suffer. Land will receive lese venis
ar labor less wages, or capital less interest. The
natural effect of & diminished output would b
to fessen the return to eash factor. Thus lamin
holders, laborers, and capitalists would alt
suffer & proportionste reduction of imcome.
But such is not the desive of those who advoe-
eate a shoriened working day. If it is to he
purchased al the cost of diminishad wages it
is mot wanted, I may Le laid down, as pos-
seszing the self-evident troth of a1 axiom, that
the average able-bodied worker would rather
work eight hours 8 day at one chilliag an honr
than four hours a day at one shilling, or even
shilling and sixpence an howr. IHe Iz more
solicitous for a rige it the wages of labor than
g reduction of hours below eight per day.

I

Losking at this guestion from the standpoeint
of politieal economy it will be reslised that any
attampt o deal with the guestion of unempley-
ment by shortening the hours of labor is mis-
divected efforf. and would penalise the very
seation wherw it is desired to benefit. I have
stressed that phase of the guestion particslarly
because T believe that it is one which has been
overloolked by the mover, and by those who
thinlt slong the same lines as he does. With
the introduction of machinery into szocial ger-
vice the tendency under present conditicns is
for certain individuals to be displaced in indus-
try. In a natural stale of soeiely the introdue-
tion of ma{hiner:; showld kave been of henefit
Lo menkind, by predocing a greater ameunt of
the good Lhmrvn of life, and enabling the indi-
\-‘ sl to satisfy his desi with mueh lesg

ertion than formerly, Unfertunately, up to

xi.@ uresent, the Intradnetion of mackinery has
not brevght abont that desived reguif, We
have to candicdly admit that, in the pain, the

“shout work as the results of work, and

ment with which we are troubles

maze of people genera is net

g

se people arve denied 2

m

yesulls

!-\Qca
zhor at present that so
fosting itself in apclety.
lie with the usg i
governing the (‘13\ i
machines. We do notl \»a_a

better distribucion of tm.he L.\,ﬁd
have shown clearly that to attem
the hours of laber, while allowing the lows of
distribution to Temain mnalteved, will not mo-
duce the effect sought by Mr. Howaszd, although
na deubi he is actuaied by the best
tigns, We cannot deny that {he shortening of
hours of labor, and the alowing of the exist-
ing laws io remain, must inevitably uce the
fund from which the wages of Iab ro paid
and will ultimately have the effeet of nging
abcut & general lowering of the standuxd of
Hving. MNotonly that, Dut it will also intensify,
0 a yreat extent, the problem of memplov-
In infro.
duiding ihe motion, Héward said Hhat he
thought that it was in the adoption of Labor’s
policy that the ultimate solution of the problem
would be found, That may be se, ultimately,
bui at present there is nothing in the poliey of
Labor which can possibly bring about a sohzlion
of the problem. On the other hand, if Labor's
policy were put into practical operation, and all
itg planks placed apon the Statute Books of the
States dnd the Gommonwealth, I have no hesi-
tation in saying thaf the problem would be
more acute than ii is today, and thst the stan-
dard of living for all sections of the community
would be reduced to a much lower Jevel than it
is. This i3 undeubtedly because of the fact
that in the preparation of the policy ne con
deratiorn appears {0 have been giw‘n ta economi
principles in any “}‘ﬂp:’ or lmm I oam defi
nitely of the opinion that uniil we do give some
aitention to the grestion of ceonemics in rela-
Lon to utnempioyment we shall not get far om a
problem of this nature. M. Dunks said {he
scopouie blizzard came upen the world and
struck Austialia very hard. We all vealise that,
hut 1 am afraid the deduction the honourable
member put forward will not stand logical
investigation, For instance, his statemeni that
the irpde balgnee with Arerica—which he
said wasg gbout £i2 uv@ GO0 on the wrong side
—zmpile& that becanse of this we were suffer-
ing unemployment i Australia, The gemeral
concensus of opinion is that we have bought
from America more than America has taken
from us in return, and naturally our people
Lave been displaced in the iabor market as a
resuit of that adverse balanee, A little exam-
ination will reveal the fallacy of the contention.
In the first place it must be admitted that the
Americans are rather shrewd business people,
and they are met prepared to give us £12,000.
060 worth of goods in a yvear without receiving
something in return. We cannot pay for that
£12,000,000 worth of geods in golt as gome
neople erroneonsly believed, and ¢ SUDROS-
ing that it did kave Auvsfraiia in the form of
gold it would go out as & eommmodity produced
by miners in Australia and would be Macjuded
in the trade figures, and the £12,000.000
balarice would still be laft over,

Secing thal the Americane ave not prepared
to give £12.600.000 and that we cannot pay for
it in gold., how iz the balance mel? We all
Imow it is met by commodities produced Wy the
w orker% of this country and, althoueh the come
may not he sent direct to America {o
commodities will go from
this couniry—probably to Fapan, Germany, or
some other part of the world—to cancel a debt
due by Amerjea to that country, I the last
analvais we dnd, so far as international trade
is concerned, that the imporiation of goods into
a country from some other place does not dis-
place labor and cause unemployment in the
counfry where the goods are received. The
sooner thig economic fallacy iz vecegnised the
sooner we are likely to get on {o sound Iines in
dealing wit his impertant problem. My
Durks was charitable enough to admil that the
members on his side of the House would Tike to
give the workers sufficient to buy evervihi
they wizhed. T do not kmow thai 3t is the
function of the members on that side, or peonle
anywhere else. to give the workers anyihing.
but the workers are certainly mot out to aceept
charity in the form of gifts from the honorable
member for Sturt or his party. I understand
that the workers require that ther shall secure
the full product of th v.'ea.ith which their lahor
calls Wnto being. I
able ha o
muvin

o *wm_‘d be all !1ght
honorabls sey should ‘raw Y

hoy are shortened a reduetion
will be made in amotint of product that is
bebught forch. I, en the other hand, a reduce-
tion is made in the })I.‘Oﬁﬁ{‘tion which is brought
forth—amnd il is recognised that g It from pro-
duction that wages are paid—it wili be found
that it will make a difference, even supnosing
vou have the ability of Increasing the price of
eommodities in vour home matket. The witi-
mate effect would be that. ¥ we followed the
lines suggested by the henorable mem ihe
standard of living for all sections of the com-
pultis ity would go to a much lower lavel than it
istodav. My ks seemed fo he ke‘nm\haf
enamoured of the Ame n scheme,  Some
yueey things come from America. We should
engeavont te sirike out on soung lines for ouss
selves. In Ameriea they seem To have gone
mad in regard to the labor problem, and appesr
to have the idea thai by working the printing
presses overtime and thus increasing the pu-
chasing power of the workers, “everything in
the garden will be Tovely.” One thing appealed
to me strongly in regard to the American posi-
tion.  Mr. Howard was cavéfui to point o
that in connection with the Industrial Cou*‘t
—which professes io (o something for the
workers and which really works a confidence
triek on them--that empiovers and emplovess
were congidered, and had a voice in connection
with the Industrial Code. The employer and
employae are considered in relation fo the
{ode. I i proposed that beth these peopie
shall be made prosperous, and that provislon
shall t strict any oue from exploil-
ing them. T wotld pomu ont to Mr. Howard
and BMr. Dunks thai there are acinally three
peaple interested in production—not only the
emplayer {popularly known as the capitalist)
and the emplovee, but the landlord class. If
you leave the third man owt you are not likely
to reach a proper didtribution of weslih. Presi-
dent-Roosevelt and his merry men have been
dealing with the capitalist and labor classes,
and have carefully given the lmdlerd class a
free bhand. so that any temporary prosperity
which might accrue to the workers and capi-
talisis in Americe will ultimately be absorbed
by landlords in increased rent for permission
to use the land,

That 18 practicailv the case in Australia, If
we are to deal with the anemployment problem
then that facter must also be taken into con-
sidergtion. You cantiot have any employment
except upon the Iand. At the present time, by
our economie policy, we have made it absclutely
impogsible for a big section of the land work-
ers to engage in profitable production. We
bave practically ruined the primgry industyi
of Austrelia, which constituts the hackbone of
our national Irosper We cannot get away
Prom the fact that when the primary produce
in Australia are denled the );urcl“amlrg poW
which they are rightly entitled to, the dema
for commeordities muast Lall off 1o a eousiderable

that if hours of s

falt
extent, and people engdged in secomidary pro-
duction will walk The streets out of a job
bzcayse there is no demand for the product of
their labor. The shoriening of hows of Izbor
caanot possibly benefit the position. If we are
ever going io deal with the wnemplopment
preblem in a practical manper we muzt make
pruuuction profitable once more. amd wa can
only make i pmﬁta)k in Australia by i tmg
the taxation burden from Imvoductlen, giving
the worker the full vesults of Bis labor in the
wages of his labor, end thereby creating that
purchasing power which s short at e present
time. When we are prepared {o do that, the
true solution will be found, and onti] then we
shall simply be beating the air,

Literature on Single Tax

Thy Kingdom Came,

Thou Shalt Met Eteal,

Moses,

Seotland and Scotsmen,

The Crime of Peverty,

Justice ihe Qbject, Taxatlcn the Means,

These pamphleis are svailable at one penny each,

postage one penny, ot the SIX post free for eig’ht BENCE.,
Reodars are sirongly recommended {0 send for this
valnahle set, wldeh iz splendid wvalue fov the swall
apmunt charged Sor them,
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