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REPUBLICAN GOVERNUMENT. :

"You are mistaken, sir," says tha.Heréla, by way of heaﬁing an
,editorial for which it takes fhis much from THE &TAﬁBaRnFQf 1ast.weékf1§
as a text: o ) | 7 . ' |

"Republican government is breaking dowm in the Uhited.Staiééé

« « « &« « because the éqnditions of our people are steadilyhg-_ﬁ;

coming incOmpatible with republican government to anythiﬁg mﬂreli}

than'name.fh 7 |

And the Héfal@;yoes on to say, in ﬁhab graceful, good natured
stylé which makes-its leaders such easy reading -

"Thig is not the critieism‘of a carsful observer, aﬁd-we:
confess that when we read 1t we rubbed our eyes in wonderment.
Henry George does himself great injustice by making it. Re-
publican government breaking down? Wﬁy,‘we nave not heard ény—
thing erack or giva way yet. On the other hand; we have heen
congratulating everybody that our institutions are built on
politicalrhard pan: that the Amarican sagle was never in bétter
véiee, sgnd that the people never enjoyed better health oxr had
a brighter outlook."

And so, as is perhaﬁs natural in a pmper that has just raised
1ts price from two cents to three cents without the slightest reduc-
tion to its vast circulation, the Hereld chatters pleasantly on. It
tells that when the anarchists were condemned they all said there
would be a fifét;class smash in this country, but the Herald has not
seen a danger signsal yeti Are not our wage garners better housed, bet-
ter fed, Better clothed,'hétter_clothed, better educated than they

are elsewhere? Republican government with us may not be quite perfect,



" put it is far in sdvance of other forms of government. "Politics

are corrupt?” continues the Herald. "Of course they are. Are they

purer, though, in Germany, or Franca,mor Englana?" "We can't get
eVeryﬁhing:right in a minute,'but the common gsense of the people is
making it right 4 « ¢ o« & Republican governmént is sound in wind

and limb, and 4mericen politics and enterprise and soclety and insti- :

ﬁﬁtions indicate thé\highest waﬁer mark yet reached by the tide of.
humah affgirs." . | | . o i

4nd so, wi th ali this, the Herald says, "Go:.to, lir, Geqrge!"

In this-graeeful flippaney the Herald is representative. The
chords of national wvanity aﬁd complacency which it go alrily strikes
are made to vibrate from a thousand journels and e theuéand]pulpits,
and the pleasant tune of "ent, drink and be merry” is the tune our
people most delight in and will pay best-to hear. N@vertbeless,iit
is while all thouéht of danger is 1lulled by this pieasanf tune that
the decay of popular government goss on most certainly and most swiftly

Save when ovsrthrown;by.external forces, of which there is;in |
this country absolutely no denger, popular government does not go down
with a crash. It is slowly undérmined, silently_transformed - the
spirit, the strength, the essence, is eaten out of it while its forms
remain, and on the surface all things appear to go on as befors, un~ ‘
til a%.lest the crash comes and the hollow shell is broken. It was
centuries after Cassar ere the mastersof the Roman.world pretended to
rula by any other authoritj than that of senates that $rembled before
them. The Huns and Vandals who wrecked Homan palacés, and burned
Roman libraries, the invading hordes of fieree hesemen that set the

cragcent above the éross in the Hast wawe ncot the destroyers of Roman



eivilization. They were but the carrion birds who descended upon the
carcass from which the life had salready gone.

Eternal vigilance, as Washington told us, is the price of 1ihertx§;

It is nét'in'sudden'eraéhror violent eruption that danger comes to sué.
8 fepublie as ours. It is in the qulet stﬂaling of power frem. the -
lmany to the feW'- in the gradual growth of conditions’ 1ncon31stent
with & republiq. _ | | _

| Hew’far-this has already gone, and hew fast it is even now going
on, anyone who will open his eyes and look about may see. What has
becoma of our falth and our pride in the amerlcan republic when a 1ead-=~
. ing Journal like the Herald edn say,."Palitics ars corrupt? of cou;sa'
they are. Are they any purer, though, in Germany, or France, or Erig~
land?" " o | .

ménd_worse beneath if we make the eompgrison. Does the Herald
know of any Garmaﬁ eity ruled by a saloon keeper as Boss Buckley rules
San annclsco9 Does it know of any French city where a governing gang
of thieves and murderers and ballot box stuffers could receive such an
"indersement™ as Baltimore city recently gave to her governing ring?
Does it knowlof any great English elty of whiéh it can truthfully say
that ex-Superintendent of Police Walling says of New’fork in his re-
cently published book: | |

"The city of New York 1is actually ruled by some-twenty thou~
sand office holders, most of whom are teken from and controlled
by the very worst element in. the éommunity. |
"0ur judiciary and prosecuting offieers are elected and
controiled in & great measure by the very elements they are call-

ed upon to punish and keep in check.
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"ﬁlthough, of céurse, all things are pessible, yet Ilwould‘
not ecﬁnt among probable GOﬁtingeneiés; under the present system
of govermment in New York, fhe hanging of any one of its millienT_fw
aires, no matter how unprovoked or pramediﬁta& the murder he mighﬁt'
Eave commitfeda" | |

George Washington has been_déad Sorhe time; but his farewell ad-
dress is still occassionally read by schoel bgyé,.and his birthday
is yet celebrated after a fashion. It was cdélabrated this yéar by a:‘
banquet at Delmonico's, at which a number of that'offiee-holding claé§ -
of -which ethuperiﬁténdént Walling spbaks sat down to a?ﬁ&%&“?hat
cost $50. & head. "On the outside of the menu; "te quote from the
Egg;g'{before eleetioa), "was a hanapéinted repfeseﬂtation of an
open fireplace with = potwhanging over the fire. TO‘give_a vivid
represantation.df fire a large ruby was affiied te'the card under the
pot, and for the flamé of a lighted candle upon the mantel was set
g real diamond.” ILet the Herald go over the names of these men, and
consider the meéns by which they have risen to power.

Correlative in its significanee to such feasting as this is the
f¥eaating of the poor which goes on in all our large ciﬁies on holi-
'day,occasions.r "Peeding the Hungry Poor - Gnawing Appetitaslstopped
by Thousands of éounds,of Turkeyi™ In sich wise ran the headlines
in our morning papers the day affér Thanksgiving, and so will they
run on the day after Christmas snd the day after New‘Year. If the
Herald can see no evidence of bitter and growing discontent among

wage workers in the daily news whieh its own columns furnishes; if
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it can seen no danger signals in such things as the smashiné in of
the bows of a bark in San Diego by a dynamite bomb the other day,
it will certainlyﬁsee%ino evidence of political and soeial decay in = .
the increasing demands for charity. Yet such there is. *Governméntif;;
of fhe-pe0ple; for the paople,énd by the people"™ cannot iong exist o
where any number of the people are fed by chariﬁy. Pén@érs and semih_i
paﬁpers are always a dangercué elass - but they_are mést;ﬂangerous'- !
where their votes count. There is a half truth, at least, in the
conservatism that would- annex a property qualificatipn to the sﬁff—',
rage. No more in the ?ﬂitaﬂ'States than 1n Bemé of 0ld can a repub-
iic in anything but fqém rest upon a éubstratnm of proletafians.

"Thenksgiving,” says the World, 5takeé in the-pallid songstress
of thé‘shirt, plyiné her wesry and ili-requite&;naedha and thread,
as well as the gamin of the street and the shembling wreck of the
gutter and the state beer dives. 014 and young, thrifty and thrifs-
less, deserving and umiorthy, all are inciuded im'Damé Thanksgiving‘s
invitetion. For all who are nct too proud toteaty the_turkej ig
fat and ready; the pie of mince and the pudding of plum have been
duly brommed." |

But-it is only upon those too preud thus to eat that republican
government can safely rest. ,

Yoters feading on free turkey, and political bosses dining st
$50. a head, with diamond énd ruby studded billis of fare. Is- there
no relation between them?

The enormous sums that are dispensed infpuﬁlie and semi;@uhlic

alms giving, the probably far grester sums that are given in private
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of existing soccial conditions. But however aminable may be the
motives that prompt it, no'form of alms giving can remedy soqial
injustice. Oﬁ the contrary, it can . in the long run baut increase'
the very evils it sesks to pailiate. It is like the giving of a
drem %o the mam th shivers for Want'of proper clothes. Thig is.
. frue even of these modified and cautious charities which, with s
view of preserving self respect, require payﬁent or require work.
Here, fdr instanée, is the New York house of'industry. It qpénﬁg
& good deal of money every year in gziving repuiable sawihg women a
little work each week at good prices, selling the product st a
loss. If it géve ité heneficiaries full work it could only improve
the eonditions.of a few out of many thousands. 30, to distribute
its benefits as wide;y as possible, each woman on the rolls is given
a dollar er"so’every week for work which she canrﬂb_in a fow houﬁs,
leaviﬁg her to maie up enoﬁgh‘to live on by'working for the "slopw~
shops." Thesé women are paid for the single biece as much as the
sloﬁmshppé pay fer ten or au@oaen piecaa. But the result is not to
increase the demﬁmd,for the WOrk.of the sewing wﬁmen, nor yet to
take any of them out of the ranks of those who compete'fér'it. It
is simply by supplementing slop shop wages to permit éompetition to
earry-those wages to a8 still lower point.

Iﬁ_the inquiries into the condition of.sawing‘women - as the
Sun styles them, "the white slaves of Few York" - which have been
.rgcently'stimulatéd by the meéﬁings that Miss ?an Etten and her
associates have been holding at Pythagoras hall, one of the facts
brought into relief is %the manner in whidh wages are cut down by

the labor of women partially supported by chérity.
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So @iih the charity of lew Lamadrid who from her St. Andrews
 @éoffee stands hes furnished in this eity during the last year some

700,000 one cent measls, and who, with the co-operstion of Manage;

Palmer, lirs. Frank Leslie and other kind hearted men and_wamén,'prOQ f

peses to extend her operations. That nany poaf creatures have thus-

been fed who would otherwise have gone hundry or besn forced to beg

is undgniahle. But supposing this eharlty to be extended until ever ¢
family in the poerer quarters of Rew York, who w1sheﬁ to, ceould thﬁa j
get 1ts food for a cent a head for each meal. what would be the ul-
tlmate result? |

How eculd its effeet be other than that of the "rellef in ald

of wages" wvhich was such a favorite deV1ee of short-sighted phil-

g? ' anthrﬁplsts in the agrieultural districts of Englana in the early
‘ part of this centﬁry - to permit competition to cut wages dowm to
;, T a sti11 lowef level and to ineresase pauperism? If?insmew York
avery one who ﬁished to eould get from the St. Andrew's stands &
‘well cooked meal for a cent, rents would lncresse = for this adven- .
tage of beiﬁg able to get a well-cooked meal for one cent would |
attach to locality, apd‘pocr people would. flock to New York; wages
would 4iminish, and a large section of our population would becoﬁa
s - aeecus tomed td relying for a living upon this semi-charity and would
sink to the level of the lazzaronl of Italy or the leperos of Mexi~
co. 4nd what would happen, when, tired of bailing the sea, the sub-
seribers to such e gigantic charity as thié should conclude to stop?'
Such well meaning attempts to alleviate povefﬁy by cheapening
to the poor the ﬂeeéssaries of 1ife may be somewhat better then in-

Glscriminate alms givwing, but they have in them the essential defect

-
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which attaches to Mr. Edward Atkinson's anti-poverty device of a
chéap cooking box. Land being monopoiized, an inereaéing pepulag
. tion who havg_nothing buﬁ their power to labor (a power in itself
utterly useléss without access ﬁorland);must, in their eompetitioh.";'
with each other for employment, carry‘ﬁages down as flast as thé‘ecgﬁﬁii
of living is reduced. thre land is fﬁlly monopolized, whera.the‘ e
indispensable element of life and labor is the absolute property of
one élas§70f tha.paople, what could it avail if SOme_anéwwére te -
discover a means to enable people to 1ive‘by'eating-dirt?- Sinée
mere lahore;s eculd not zet the airt wdthout'the éermission of the
land owners, competition among them would inevitably carry wages dowm
to the dirtwaating level. : .

The false assumption in all such devices is that the sufferings }
of thé poor are cazused by the seaéeity of the things that satisfy
Wént. This is.manifestly'net“true. There is in our civilized sco-
iety t¢;day en sbundance of all the things that satisfy human wants,
or at least an ahuﬁdant power teo pfoduee sueh thiﬁgs. If, therefora,
uﬁﬁeservsd poverty exists, it can only come from iﬁjustice in distri-
bution; and injustice in distribution cannot be cured either by in- |
creasing the quentity of such things or by teaehing‘ﬁaople to exisf
on less of them. | ﬂ

“How many peor and unfortunate creatures are to-day standing
close'to the verge of seif-destruetion because the world will net
give them bread?" says the World, moralizing on ocne of those bitter

tragedies which 6ur daily papers so frequently record.

‘What world is it that will not give bread? Not the physical
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world. Nature is no niggard. This{rolling sphere which we inhabif,,f
this broad continent which cur éixty millions have as yet ha:dly |
begun %o serateh, teems with all the mateérials for food and_clOthingf 

and shelter. Men, women, and children, we) are to this great neturd

al reservol? and storehouse like seasttered mites on the surfsce

of an insxhamstible eheéSe. Nor is there 1ack of the power to con« el

vért these materials into‘tha'férms which satisfy human deSire¢‘
30 gréat, in fact, is this powsr that labor saving maehinéryﬁf'iw

ig believgﬂ by meny %0 be a curse, and we'consfaﬂtly hear of "Qve?'-‘f

production” zs though it were a sociasl disease. Tet in this Bounti-=fﬁ

ful world, amid this plethoralef weal%h, human beings are constantly*>l

-dying because they cennoi éét good and clothing and shelter; and .

thousands and thousands live on the dole of charity, aud thousands

and thoﬁsands sell their votes for a few &ollars on election day.

| élearly fhé fauit-is nét in that physieal world which God

creatéd for man.r It is in that soeciel and pelitieal m@rlg which ~i{

lGOd has left man.ffee to create for themselves. And no matter how

mmh‘ diseovery and invention may ineréase- the power of producing

wealth, no matter how free handed may be the fharity that striveé

to allavigte poverty, so long as the cause ccntinues its results

must continue. Charity can do nothing.to cure évils that flowtfrom

injustice. They can only be cured by juétice.

S e S T e G N A Sy v M i S e e S e Stw S A

Coming from St.Louis week before last I found pleasant and in-
structive company - an o0ld California acquaintanee, npw a million-
ailre congressman; a rich man from Colorado going to REurope for re-

creation and health; a pension clerk from Missouri on his w&y to



Washington, who had a peéuliarly dry way of putting things;‘and 8
Denver man who has 640 acres of mineral land patented, and is an
ex-Indian fighter, firm in the belief that "the only good Indisns

ére'daad Iﬁdians*“ basides some miseellaneeﬁs company. I leafnea

‘much from my Gallfornla frleﬂd about men and things in the ﬂolden |
state, mugh that was in 1ts way 1nstruetive as well 88 interestlngf
and than the conversatlon became general and I learned ‘much of Msx
.1cs and New Msxica, ef the Pueblo Indisns and the eliff dwellings,
of the puffalo and antelape that used to be, of wild stears aﬂﬁ'thq, ;
best,ﬁay of avdiding them when they come for you with théir heads o
&ewn. Then some one asked if tramps.mm¥e'bad in Denver, and the
Denver man said they wers, but that his wife kept them away from
-tnelr house by retaining an 0ld one-ayed tramp to whom She gave foodjf;
evary day and allowad to sleep in the caal Shed, and whq in.return‘

kept cther tramps offs Lind then the Cgliformis congressman teld e |

.étory which séemed to me very instruective. He said he was s 11ttle:'“
whlle ago at the railway station ne ar his coal oil property in seuthc?
arn Galifcrnia angd saw seven tramps clambering downlfrom the top of
& freight cer on which they had stolen & ride. The man who sesmed
to be their leader came up to him and said, "Boss, we're hungry snd
we want our breakfast.” - |
"Yes," said the céngressman, "but I knqw you fellows; I've seen -
‘lots of you. The reason that you'ére hungry is that you won't work.®
“Thaﬁ's not it," said the leader, a bright eyedr well spoken,
intelligenu and seemingly well educated young American. "We have
been looking for work but we can't find it. If you have got any

work to do, Jjust try us znd see if we won't work; only give us our



‘breakfsst if you will go off to my place a mile or two from here and -

‘g0 to work. You shall have two dollars and a half a day in cein;

11~

breakfagt first.” ' |
"Well," said the congressman, "I'll try you. I'1l gatsydﬁ.yourﬁ:f

but 14's hard work." . )
“éive us our bfeakfaét * sald the lea&er "an& weﬂll go.“
“30 I went in,“_said the eangressman, "and ‘told the man who kep

the eating place at the statlon to give thmm all breakfast ana then

I gave them a nete to my foreman, and off they want.

I said, ¥ have yog fellows got tired?’ 'Yes,ﬁ-said the laader,"ﬁaivé

"O0n the third day after that I wag driving oub to the placs,

and qn,the way I met the seven men eoming back to the station. ,’qulu

got tirei, The ﬁrath is that we don't 1like work, " and we've made np;ﬂéﬁ
oar minds not %o &e.any more of it.  the world owes us a living and :
we might as well get it without work as with work. But though we ﬁon*@F
we are square. You acted like 8 square man in giving us our breakfast.
the other day. We got the money for ﬁhe work we did and I have éol—
lected half @ dollar aplece from the rest of the boys to pay you back. .
And. ﬁere it is,' said he, producing seven silver half dollars.
T thought I would try tham " continued the congressman, " and

I said %o him. 'You fellows don't owe me anything, you owe it to the
manﬂ,at the station. I merely told him to trust you and if you did'nt
pey I would. When you get to the station you can pay him.'

| "Sure enough,? said the congressman, "when I went back to the
station the‘next déy I asked the man who képt the sating place and
found that the tramps_had come in and paid him three dollars and a

half for the breskfast they had had.”
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This in southern California, near the shore of that vast ccean.
on the other side of which is China, and not far from the boundary

line 'which separstes us from Mexico.

e e e Al AN e T S S e e - —

It is inte tramps sueh as these, and into worss, that,not enly

_Vin eur 1arge citles but even in our Sparsely settled districts,. thé
diffifulty of findlﬂg smployment end the. tamptation $o acespt of .
charity 1s_conVSrting citizens of the republiec. Work is hard; it ia»iﬁ
tension and streih. It is easier at any fime to loaf than to work, -3
and as most of us know it takes all tha strength of self-respect ta“ 

“hold a man up at times in the struggle that life brings to most of us.

Men willing to work and needing badly the pay that‘they get by i¥, -
are aftentimés with us unable to find works ‘Begides the gieisSitu&é%ff
thet attend all our industries,_the organizatien of many of them isﬁs.
such that large numbers of men who are employedrduring some parts of
the-year\are not needed during other‘pafts of the year. Men out of
work, but still needing teo work, go trémping in search of.it. Eeees;;f
8ity in many cases at lagt forces them té agk fof charity. 1t is. ‘
humilating at first, but the edge of the humilation is soon dulled,
aﬁd they become loafers, wagrants, tramps, who would rather beg and
steal than work even if they could get work. In the midst of the
highest civilization the world has yet known we are,'in pert at least
reverting to barbarism.

And it is tha natura1 effect of all the cﬁérity of which we mear
so much and to0 whiech our rich people give so much, that it dastroys
the self~resﬁeet on which along a true fepublic can be based.

oy e A W v - -
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The Ght&étiam Unior tekes a hopeful view. 1%t declares that the -

paraliél that certain people are fond of drawing between Rome in the
fif$t‘een§ury and thé United States in the nineteenth is not = true . .-
one; thet in Rome the patricians resisted every attempt at peaceful .
progress, while - . u '
| . "In America, on'the'contrary, the men of wealth and the
men ef thought are asctively engaged in endeavprihg'to promo te
popular progress and prepars for a ﬁemocracy of industry and :
of wealth. Not only in the Christian pulpit and in the Chris-
tiah press has thera béen earnest advocsascy of thé rights aﬁa
interesta of the wage working clasé, but émong émgleyers théré
has beeﬂ,aﬁ equally serious sndea?or terpramate.their ée#eiopa

mant and their enriechment.”

 The instances which the Christian Union cites as illustrating
lthe tendency it thinks so hopeful—ﬁre the dedleation of a building
eracted by the liberality of Mr. Vanderbilt at the Grand éeﬁtﬁal
depot for thé Eenefit of the railread empleyes, "a dedication in whiéha
Hr. Chauncey M. Depew represented the aristecracy of wealth sng Bis-
hag Potter the chureh; ™ the dedication of a similar building, erectadl
by Mr. Warner at Bridgéport, which was "graced by the éttendance«f
Mrs. Cleveland, the spokesman of the oceasion being the Rev. Robert
Coliyer;“ and the erection in é manufacturing ﬁown_in this state &
"one of ﬁhe most charming libraries, constructed by men of wealth
ﬁhclly for men without mesns, one dollar a year giving all the pri-

vileges of it." Thess things, and certain experiements in profit

sharing, not oﬁly=give the Christiasn Union hqpe; but show what it

means when it spesks of the earnest advocaey of the rights and inter-
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ests of the wage working class in the Christian pulpit and the Chrlstu;

 ian press, "We think"says the Christisn Union -

"Fe think reformers will find it difficult to dlneover any~-«f
thing parallel to this in the acticn of either the Bourhon
arlstmeracy of France or the patricians of Rome.

But to say nothiﬂg of the fact that even'améng'tﬁe Bou}hon ariss-ﬁ

toeracy of France there were many who sought in charltahle and klndly i
ways to alleviate the coadition of their dependants, the Chrlstian
Union need only loek over ths opening chapters of that great work in gi
whlch Givbon has palnted in long panorama the decline smd fall of th% k
gredtest empire the eargh has yet seen, to realize that tﬁe aricient o
world afforded instances of clvie beneficence on the part of the‘riehJ 
which dwarf snything we have yet to show. Generoéity of this kind |
~could not avail to stop the decay of ancient eivilization, n;r can_it
avail to staﬁ*_the décay of eurs. DNor yét eaﬂ'any amount of henevoui
lence on the part of employers solve the labor question or still the
fierqe pés§iens that are beginning to rise. My Lord and my Lady Bbunal
tiful are besutiful charactera-tb those most charmed by amiability; '
But the feudal system has passed and hereditéry distinctions have gone,
~and the American ckildren, even if too neglected and vermin-eaten to
be taken on freéh air excursions, are taught, when they are compulsorf
ily sent to sehool, that in this country we are all political equals,

Ol e - - M > S o~ - i o

All that the Christian Union relies on involves & eondescension_

and assumption of superiority that is irritating to the spirit of the
times. 4nd back of g1l this, what is the theory of the Christian

Union but en amiable versiom of the theory of msn who believe that
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the social reformation is “to be wroaght by dynamlte bombs? Both hold{
that it is w1th1n the power of a certain class of people, some thmes it
called capltallsts and sométimes called employers to make iife eas;

for the masées of men. The Christian Union would persuade them in%f

doing this, the advocates of bomb throwing would frighten them int
doing it. The difference is a wide one, but it ig still only a dif;

ference of method.

4s farutha faith in profit sharing, it cen only serve to amuse

amiable people toolesgy to think. There is no bottom t6 it until one:”
comes to ultra socialism, in which the state shall direct all in&ustry

and divide all nrofits, For if 3ome empleyars were to divide their.

‘ pgcflts with their_pen, so as to zhve them larger wages than the orﬁ
nary, eculd it savail more toward changing the genaral rate of 1:%3'&131:3:3':-.=
than do the higher prices pald for needlewqu by the Few Ybrkmhéﬁéerig
of industry? Could it have any other effect than that of the custeﬁ_g
of tipéing waiters, the result of which is that in places whevre it. |
ebtains wgiters often pay for the privilsge of serving? If adopted
generally, what would it be but another form of paying wages, ﬁbich=:
~would still leave the laws that determine wages free to act? And‘if::'
the employers who make g prefit are to be more generous b0 their eme
ployes, what about the emﬁloyers who make no profit,_or only enough
to pay the very lowest wages on which they can get mepto work?
31ndliness, genercsity, charity, are aamirable virtues; but they
cannot take the place of justice. And the attempt to put them in the .
place of justice, to rely on them to compenssate for injustiee; is no$ 
only to dull conscience, but to make things good in,themselves, pfo~

ductive of evil.
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If republicen government is breaking down in the United States; ..

if under the forms of popular rule the people are zeally rqleai if‘m@;;
‘are developing secial'éoﬁdifions nn&er'which republican goveinméﬁt
in_aﬁythiﬁg but form must bedomekimPﬁSsihle, it"is.ngt-beqaﬁsq répﬁ
lican gnve#nmentfig in itself a failure, but simply becsuse wé,as~g:
pecple have not come uprte the moral standard which it raquireSa. ouxr
trouble is not that we are toodemecratlc, but that we are not demo-
cratlc enough° It is not that we give to all. CltlZaﬂS tha equal rlgi
to vote ang the equal right to hold offlce but it is that we deny

them equality of right in things more fuﬂdamental sud more impgrtant{kﬁ

If dangers are thiékening around the republie 1% is becaﬁse in our
' laws and in our thought we have ignoréd those equal rights with which '
all fen are endowed by their Creator ~ the egual right te eftert laﬁar

apon the natural 0p§ertun1tias which are indispensable to labor; the
equal right to useé and enjoy:the full fruits of that labor. '

If there are among us méq who wnrk‘hard.but are poor, it 1s be-
eause:thay ars rebbeaé if there sre smong us little children who ﬁili;?
perish with hunger énd dis with cold unlgss charity feeds angd alethéé‘
them, it he_becaﬁse they héve been disinheiited. If there are among
us men who prefer to beg or steal rather than WGrk; it is because we
have by our laws reversed the laws of nature and given to appropria-
tion the wealth that nafure accords to industry. The right of worke
ingmen_is net to have kind and generous emplqyers,xbut to have free
opportunities to employ themselves. "The rights and interests of the
wagb~ﬁorking class™ are simply the riéhts and interest of all citizens.

Signed Henry George,
December 10, 188?.



