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_ The avowed purpose of the'thieving system that is czlled "pro-
tection to Americen laber;" is to prevent foreigners from doing
work that might be done byiﬂmerieans. How wgll it aeeomﬁlishes its
purpose is seen clearly in the present condition of our foreizm
commered. Thirty yesrs ago the Admerican flag was to be met on -
every sea."To;day the thbusands“of'Amerieané who sailiout of New
York every yéar for a pleasure trip to Europe never see the American
flag from the time i% is haﬁled down from the fore truek of the |
foreign steamer in wﬁieh they saild, as Bhe passes Sandy hook, until
it is raised again at Sendy Hoék} at the fore of the foreign stagmjr
in which they come baeck. The immense yeluma of Ameriean travel an&'iﬁ"i
trade is forced by our proteative laws to pay for the building snd
running of foreign éhips:and to add to the profits of foreign ship
owners. 4And now the same protective laws sre foreing 4nsrican capi-
tal inte the building of ships which must sailiunder the English‘flag
and in time of war constitute the most effective kind of eruisers in
her Britannic majesty's navy. Of the four great oeeaﬁ raeers; which
during the-cgming yaaé will reducs, peséibly by a whole day, the
time of the transatlantic passage, two of them, the City of New York
and the City of Paris, are owﬁed by Permsylvania capitalists, spnd
two of them, the HMajestiec and-hsr consort, are partially owned by
dmerican capitalists. Thus the diréet effact of protaction is o
"{ake work out of the ééﬁﬁtry"'— to compel Permmsylvania capitelists
io build ships on the Clyde that-under fras trade they would have i'
built on the Delaware, aﬁd“tc'swall the ﬁavalkpower-of Great Britain

with ships built by American capital and mgintained by American trades
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One of these ships would be more than a match for the whole flset
of steel cruisers on which we are wasting millions, raised by taxa-
tion that is crushing our ihdustry. Her grester speed will ensable

her to walk away from any of %them, and thus select her own distance. -

The movement of the American actors, with Lawranée Barrett and-
Edwin Booth at thsir heaﬁ,_in demanding the same_prepection against
éaﬁpar foreign actofs ag has been aeeoraéa to ﬁmerican leborers in
mhe ¥ineyard of the Lord, and to American manufac furers of bibles,
is in perfect accora With the prlneiples that the Ameriean people
indorsed by the eleatlon of General Herrigon, and must, if he be con-
sistent, receive the hsarty support of that gentleman. _Itﬁis certain-~
ly'time that the hotel hell~bays, restaufant waiters, summer board-
ing house keepers and domestiec livery stable men should join in
‘demaﬁding their share'of:proteetion. On protectionist principles it
is a gross outrage on these and Similar elasses of Ameriean laborers
and capitalists that a great body of rich Amerieans sheuld be p@@mit-
ted fo gO'fo Europe eveﬁy year ang spand.on foreigners the money they
oqght hy lew be compelled %o spend at‘home; What millions en millions
‘might be retained at home by adding- to our protective sysfam a law
~ which should forbid any American to leave the country unless he could
conclusively pro#e that he was & pauper, and had nptﬁihg whatever to
spend. 4nd then - then the next step might be'to adop£ the Bhinese
‘pigteil and the Chiness language and substitute Confucius for Christ.

Signed: Henry George,
_ . Decembsxr 29,1888«



