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: As I remarked in m‘y chapter .01 Henry George, ] ¥, ook “'I'hey' '

Were San Franmscla,ns,” fonly. onig A_merlcan has -bee fa-ther of an .~
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siowly developing economice theory. -In ihe mi_d.—"?(}s‘{,._h “was appointe ,‘

to a sinecurg position as staté inspector of gas meters; and at last was
Caple to give the time fof Wwriting 'his long-projected book, which he :

 'finishied in 1879,

In 1880 he left San Franecisco pei_man'eﬁﬁiyz' gettling in New York. .

He wrote other books on the land guestion and related problems, -

lectured widely both in the. United States and in Great Britain—with'
cne world-tour=—and in 1897 ran for the scecond time forr mayor of
New York. The sirain of the campaign brought on a stroke of apoplexy
+, * (his second) and he died in the midst of the campaign, at 38. 7 ]

- afflict the world today.

THE PROBLEM -

The present ceniury has been marked by a prodigious increase in
wealth-produeing power. The utilization of steam and eloctricity, the
introduction, of improved processes and labor-saving machinery, the
greater subdivision and grander scale of production, the wondceriul
fa%c'illigation of exchsnges, have multipled enormously the effectiveness
of labor. .

At the beginning of this marvelous era it wag natural to expect,
and it was expected, that labor-saving inventions would lighten the
toil and improve the condition of the laborer; that the enormous in-
crease in the power of producing wealth would make real poverty a
thing of the past.. ‘

-t is true that disappointment has followed disappointment, and
that discovery upon discovery, and invention after invention, hayve

. neither lessened the toil of those who most need respite, nor hrought
- plenty to the poor. But-there have been so many things to which it

seemed this failure eculd be laid, that up to our time the new faith
has hardly weakened. We have better appreciated the difficulties to be
overcome: but not the less trusted that the tendency of the times was
ta overcome them. -

Now, however, we are coming inte collision with facts which -there,
can be 0o mistaking. From all parts of the civilized world come ¢om-
plaints of industrial depression; of labor condemned to involuntary
idleness; of capital massed and wasting; of pecuniary distress among
business men; of want and suffering and anxiety among the working

. ¢lasses. All the dull, deadening pain, all the keen maddening anguish,

that to great masses of men are involved in the words “hard times,”

Where the conditions to which material progress everywhere tends
are most fully realized-—that is to say, where population is densest,

. wealth greatest, and the machinery of prodiiction and exchange most -

highly developed-—we find the deepest poverty, the, sharpest‘struggler ’

- for existence, and the most of enforced idleness.

Tt is to the newer countries—that is, to the couniries where material
progress is yet in its earlier stages—that laborers emigrate in search of
higher wages, and eapital flows in search of higher interest. It ig in the
older countries—that is to_say, the countries where material progress
has reached later stages—that wide-spread destitution is found, in the
midst of the greatest abundance. ’ ‘ -

Go into one of the new communities where Anglo-Saxon vigor i
just beginning the race of progress; where the machinery of productich
and exchange is yec rude and inefficient; wheére the increment of
wealth is not yet great enough to enable any class to live in ease and
hixiry; where the best house is but a eabin of logs or a cloth and paper
shanty, and the richest man is forced o dally work—and thoueh you
will find an absence of wealth and all its concomitants, you will find
no beggars. There is no luxury, but there is no destitution. No one

. tiakes an easy living, nor a very good living; but every one can make
a living, and no one able and willing to work is oppressed by the fear

of want. . .

Bit just as such a communify realizes the conditions which all
eiyilized communities are striving for, and advances in the scale of
risterial progress—just as closer seftlement and a more intimate con-

_nection with the rest of the world, and greater utilization of labor-
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saving machinery, make possible greater economics:in production and
exchange, and wealth in consequence increases, not merely. in-fhe
aggregate, buf in“popotion- to -population——so- does  poverty - tdke a .
..+ clgtker aspect: Some get-an infinitely better and easier living, but other
ind if-hard to get & living. at:all. The “frémp™ comes with the Ioco
motive; and alimshouses and prisons.are as surely the marks-of “mgterial "+
progress™ as-aré costly dwellings; rich warehouses, and magnificent :
churches.” Upon ‘streets lighted with gas and patrolled by uniformed.
‘policeinen, beggars wail for-the passer-by anid in the shadow: of colleg
and’ library; and mugseum, are gatlering the more hideous Huns' and
flercer Vandals of whom Macaulay propliesied. ‘

=~ - Thig association. of poverty with' progress is the gréat. enigma of:
. our times: If is the cenfral fact from which spring industrial, social;.
_, . ‘and political difficulties that perplex the world; and witli which-
- statesmnanship and philanthropy and education grapple in. vain. From
%+ - it come the clouds that overhang thé future of the most progressive’
-~ and self-reliant nations. It is the riddle which the Sphinx of Fate puts’
“to our civilization, and which not teo answer is to be destroyed.
o0 T must be within the provinee. of political economy 0 give suc
_‘an’ answer.: For political econoriy is not a set of dogmas. It ig the
“explanation of a certain set-of facts. It is the sciende which, in the
sequénce of certain phénomena, seeks to trace mutual relations and i
identify cause and effect, just as the physical sciences seek %o do
- atlier s€ts of phenomena. i ' ' - )
.. I proposé in the following pages to attempt to solve by the method
of political economy the great problem I have outlined, I propose &
+ geek the law which asscciates poverty with progress, and increases warn
- swith advancing wealth; and I ‘helieve that in the éxplanation of thi
. pargdox, we shall find the explanation: of those récurring seasong’ c
indistrial and commercial pafalysis which, viewed indepeéndently”
. ‘their” relations te more general phenomena, seeni’ so inexplicable
.. Propérly comienced and carefully pufsued, suech an invest
" must. yield a conclusion that will stand every test, and as trut
correlate with all other truth. - T
. . .1 propose to beg no guestion, to shrink from no conclusion
=t iollow truth wherever it may lead. Upon- us is thé responsibility:
. seeking the law, for in the very heart of our civilization to-day wom
- faint and little children moan. But whaf that law may prove Lo pe'i
no} our affair. If the conclusions that we reach run counter o o
prejudices, let us not flinch; if they challenge institutions that ha
ong been deemed wise and natural, lef us not turn back, . :

WAGES AND CAPITAL .

- .. Reducing to Its most compact form the problem we have set ¢
" to investigate, leb us examine, step by step, the explanation which p
litical economy, as now accepted by the best authority, gives of 'it. .
. ¢ . 'Thé cause which produces poverfy-in the midst of advanecing
~ wealth is evidently fhe cause which exhibits ifself in the tenden
everywhere recoghized, of wages to a minimum. Let us, therefore, put
our inguiry into this compact form: o R

- Why, in spite of increase in productive power; do wages tend fo &t
ririnimum which will give but a bare living? K
' . Thé answer of the current political ecofiomy is, that wages are.
fixed by the ratic belween the number -of laberefs and the amount -
of capital devoted to the employment of labor, and constantly tend fo -
.the lowest amount on which Iaborers will consent to Iive and repro- -
duce;,. because the ircrease in the number of Iaborers terids naturally - .-
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to follow and overtake any increase in capital. 'The increase of-the- &
divisor. being thus held In check only by the possibilities of the -

nt, the dividend .'rh_aﬁ be ﬁcféas_éd':- 1o mfmlty W1th0ut greater re-

"7 And yet, widely aceepted and deéply rooted ss It IS, it seems
-thgt this theory does not tally. with obvious facts. For; il wa,

scareity or abundance of one factor must mean the relative abungancs
. or scarcity of the other. Thus, capital must:be relatively abundant

~‘ag the capital used in paying wages must largely consist of the capital

<'wages depend upon . the ratio between the amount- of labor seeking
eriployment- and the capital devoted to its employment, ther high

. wages, the mark of the relative scarcity of labor, must be accompanied

by low interest, the mark of the relative abundance of eapital, and
reversely, low wages must be accompanled by high interest.

~ ¢ 'Thi§ is not the fact, but the contrary. Eliminating from interés_t ‘

" .3hé element of insurance, and regarding only irterest proper, or the
. Téturn for the vise.of capital, is it not a general truth that interest i3
high where and when wages are high, and low where and when wages
» are low? . L .

- Now, -this broad, general fact, that wages are higher in new coun-
iries, where capital is relatively scarce, than in old countries, wheie

7 .capital*is rélatively abundant, is too. glaring fo be ignored.

" How, then, it will be asked, could such a theory arise? How iy it

- If we examine the reasoning by .which in currerit trea,i_;isesihis'
. theory of wages is supported, we see at once that It is not an induction

- 7. from pbserved facts, but a deduction from a previously assumed theory—

viz., that wages are drawn from.capital. It being assumed that. capital
is the source of wages, it necessarily follows thaf theé gross amournt of

-_ " wages must be limited by the amount of capital devoted to the employ-
" “ment of labor, and hence that the amount individual laborers -caf re- -

“ceive must be deterrxined by the rafio between their number and the
. amonnt of capital existing for their recompense. This reasoning is
valid, bt the conelusion, as we have seen, does not correspond with the
facts. The fault, therefore; must be in the premises. Let us see.

The proposition T shall endeavor to prove, is: ' o .
- That wages, instead of being drawn jrom capital, are in reality
draim from the product of the labor for which they are paid.

Ctome
v 1 5y )de_;. P

-penrid upon the ratio hetween the amount of Iabor seeking employrent
and the amount of capital devoted fo its employment, thé - relative

where wages are high, and relatively scarce where wages are low.” Nov; - -

. constantly seeking investment, the current r_a.t"e of interest must be .
.. «thé meéasure of its relative abundance or secareity. So, if it be true that,

‘. that it has béen accepted by a succession of economists, from the Eimé ’
. of Adam Smith fo the present day? - ‘ e

“All the teachings of the current political economy, in the widest

arid most important part of its dorhain, are based more or less direetly .

"»* ypon the. assumption that labor is maintained and paid out of existing

..capital before fhe product which constitutes the ultimtac object is
_'secured. - If it be shown that this is an error, and that on the contrary
‘the maintenance and payment of labor do not even temporarily trench
oii capital, but are directly drawn from the product of labor, then all

_this vast superstructure is left without support and must fall.
.- But the fundamiental truth, that in all economic reasoning rmiist

developed form is but an elabaration of society i_n its rudest beginnings,
~ and that principles cbvious in the simpler relations of men are merely

- . disguised: and not abrogated or reversed by the morerintricate relations
.~ that result from the division of labér and the use of complex tools and
" methods. . . . e

| To illustrate: In the simplest state of which we can conceive; each
inan dies his own bait and catches his own fish. The advantages of
. the division of labor soon become apparent, and one digs bait while the

- otherg fish. Yet evidently the one who digs bait is in reality doing as
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" much toward the catching of fish as.any of those who actually ake “:
- {he fish. So when the-advantages of canoes are discovered, and instead: .
of all going a-fishing, one stays behind and makes and repairs canoes, .

. the tanoé-maker is in reality devoting hig labor fo the taking of fish
as much as the aetual fishermen, and the fish which he eats at night
when the fishermen come home are as truly the product of his labor as
of theirs. And thus when the division of labor is fairly inaugurated, and

instead of each attempting to satisfy all of his wants by direct resort to 4

‘nature, one fishes, apother hunts, a third picks berries, a fourth
gathers fruit, a fifth makes tools, a sixth builds huts, and a seventh.
_ prepares clothing—each one is to the extent he exchanges the direct

. product of his own labor for the direct product of the labor of others

really applying his own labor to the production of the things he uses—

is in effect satisfying his particular desires by the exertion of his
particular powers; that is to say, what he receives he in reality pro-
duces. If he digs roots and exchanges them for venison, he is in effect

as truly the producer of venison as though he had gone in chase of .

the deer and left the huntsman to dig his own roots. The commen
expression, “I made so and so,? signifying “I earned so and so,” or “I

earned money with: which I purchased so and so,” i, ‘economically -

speaking, not metaphorically but-literally true: Earning is making.
Keeping these principles in view we see that the draughtsman,
who, shut up in some dingy qfﬁce on the 4 i
drawing the plans for a great marine engine, is in reality devoting his
labor to the production of bread.and meat ag truly as though he were
~ garnering the. grain in California or swinging a lariat on a La Platz
pamps; that he is as truly making his own clothing as though he were
shearing sheep in Australia or weaving cloth in Paisley, and just as

effectually producing the claret he drinks at dinner as though he
miner who, : -

gathered the grapes on the banks of the Garonne. The ¢
{wo thousand feet under ground in the heart of the Comstock, - is
digging out silver ore, is, in effect, by virtue of a thousand exchanges,

harvesting crops in valleys. five thousand feet nearer the earth’s center;’,
plucking tobacco leaves In

chasing the whale through Artic icefields; :
© Virginia; picking coffee. berries in Honduras; cufting sugar cang en
the Hawaiian TIslands; gathering eotton in Georgia or weaving it ir
Manchester or Lowell; making gquaint wooden toys for his children in f

Hartz. Mountains; or plucking amid the green and gold of Los Angeles.
erchards the oranges which, when his shift Is relieved, he will take

home to his sick wifz. The wages which he receives on Saturday nigh:
=4 the mouth of the shaft, what are they but the certificate to all th

world that he has done these things—the primary. exchange in the:

lorig series which transmutes his Iabor into the things he hag reall
been laboring for? : :

- Before proceeding
meaning of our terms, for indistinctness in their use must
produce ambiguity and indeterminateness in reasening.

As used in common discourse “wages” means a compensation paid
to a hired person for-his services; and we speak of one man’s “working
for wages,” in contradistinetion to another who is “working for him-
self.” The use of ithe term is still further narrowed by ihe habit of
applying. it solely to compensation paid fer manual labor. But in
political economy the word wages has a much wider meaning, and in-
cludes all returns for exertion. :

further in our inquiry, let us make sure of the
inevitably

Thus the term labor includes all human exertion in the production *

of wealth, and wages, being {hat part of the produces which goes to
labor, includes all reward for that exertion. . -

But it is more difficult to clear away from the idea of capital the
ambipuities that beset it, and to fix the selentific use of the term, In

‘general discourse, all sorts of things that have a value or will yield a .

return are . vaguely spoken of as capital, while economic writers vary

E:

banks of the Thames, is

g ."‘:50‘5 w1dely tha.t the

- yse them.

4] termy can- hardly be said to have & fixed meaning.

“The‘cominon sense of the term is that of -wealth devoted to procuring
more wealth, . TR T o T T e e
7 Land; labor, and capital are the three faclors of production. -

%

:we. s

. “rémemnber that cipital is thus a terin used in. conthadisiiniétion: fo " ¢
- land @nd labor, we at once'see that nothing properly included -under: °-
_sither one of the latter terms can be properly classed as eapital, ' The .

term Iand neéessarily includes, not merely the surface of the earth as

* diglinguighed from the ‘water and the air, but the whole. material’
- universeiontside of man_-himself, for it is only by having access {0 Jand, =

from which his very body is drawn, that man can come inte contact _
with™or- use nature. - ) ’ . , o
. ‘Thus we must exclide from the category of capital everything that.
niay pe iricluded-either as land or labor. Doing so, there remain only

. thHings whieh are neilher land nor labor, but which have resulted from:

the union of these two.origihal factors of production. Nothing cagp. be
properly capital that does not consist of these-that is to say,; nothing

. can be capital that is not wealth. . . .
5. But is is from ambiguities in the use of this inclusive term weslth
_that many of the ambiguities which beset the term capital ‘are derived.

. As commonly used the word “wealth” is applied to anything having . |

) an exchange value. But when used as a term of political economy it

miust be. limited to a much more defirite meaning, because fhany -

_gthing;:s_ are commonly spoken of as wealth which in taking accetint of
collective” or general wealth cannot be considered as wealth .at ail..
- Such things have an exchange value, and are commonly spoken of as

wealth, insomuch =5 the represent as between individuals, or oetweén

sets of individuals, the power of obtaining wealth;. but they are tict
-truly wealth, Inagmuch as their: increase or decrease dees not affeet
- 'thé sum of wealth.. Such are bonds, morigdges, promissory notes,’
. - bank.bills, or other stipulations for the transier of wealth. Such are
~ slaves, whose value represenis merely the power of one class to ap-
. propridte. the earnings of another class. Such are lands, or: other
.- natural opportunities, the valtie- of whieh is° buf the result of “the :
_aeknowledgment . in favor of certaiin persons of an exclusive righi .
"to their use, and which represents merely the power thus given to = .

the owners t¢ demand a share of the wealth produced by thoge who -

All things which have an exchange value are, therefore, not wea.i{;h_;
in the only sense in which the term can’be used in political economy:

. . Only stich things can be wealth, the production of which increases and:

the destruction of which decreases the aggregation of wealth.
7. But'though all capital is wealth, all wealth is not eapital. Capital

. is only a part of weslth—that part, namely, which is devoted to the aid
. .0f production., ' : - S

Now, if, after having thus separated the wealth that is capital from -

" the wealth that is not capital, we look for the distinction betwaen. the
. two cliasses, we shall not find it to be as to the character, capabilities,

61 final distination of the things themselves, as has been vainly at-"
tempted to. draw it; but it seems to me that we shall find it to be as
to whether they are or are not in the possession of the consumer. Such
articles of wealth as.in themselves, in their uses, or in their produets, *

- dre yet to be exchanged are capital; such articles of wealth as are in

the hands of the consumer are not capital.

P It is at first glance evident that the economi¢ meaning of - the
term wages is lost sight of, and attention is concentrated upon the

comfion and narrow meaning of the word, when it is affirmed thaf

wages are drawn from capital. It is plain encugh that wages result

directly ag the product of labor. If, for instance, I devote my labat to
gathering birds' eggs or picking wild berries, the eges or the bervies I

thus get are my wages.
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+ Now; is not what ] € see ]
. Wages in meoney with wages in Kind—true of all cases in which wages .

'examplefs may .yet be found, wheré the whole produce of labor pelongs

<for . another: person, or with' the, capitdl. of “anothér persofy, recelves
hig wages it kind—that Is to-say, in the things hig-labor produces. In,
5 caser it 1s a§ clear as in the case of the self-employing labarer thal:

from capital, If I hire a man to gather eggs, to pick berries, or to make
shoes;’ paying -him from the &ggs,; the berries, or the shoes:that Lis.
* the labor for which they are paid.

" thing. else. For.instance, on, American whaling ships the custom is not

U Grew of thé ‘whaler. have taken-—have not been drawn from ecapital;

"+ but are really a part of the produce of their labor? - -

'So tar there von be No dispute. Let us now take another st‘ep-,’.?

w ich will bring ds o the usual method of employing iabor and paying -
wages. - In’ San® Buenaventura lives & man who makes an excellent

" living by shooting for their oil angd skins fhe common hair séals which
- freguent the islands forming the Santa Barbara Channel. Wheén- on

- of ‘the male, seal; 'which, when over a cerlain Jlength, they greatly
esteemm- fof some purpose that to ouflside barbarians is nof very elear.
instes ) . 0l th
part, he thus pays them thelr wages. o coen UL
ay bé seen in all these cases—tHé identity

-paid for productive Iabor -* Is not the fund created by the Ilab
z1ly: the fund from which the wages are paid? SR L
- Tt may, perhaps, be said: “There is this difference--where & man

his ‘wages in Ekind, his wages depend upon the result of his labor.

‘they-depend upon the performance of the labor, not upon the result ‘of
{he 1abor:” Butb this is evidently not a real distinetion. For:on the®average
thie wages, but ‘more; else employers could make no profit.,. .
.- \Whenever we anaiyze-the facts this will be found to bé true. For

iabor always precedes wages. Thig is as universally true of wages r¢s

ceived by theé Iaborer from an employer as it is of wages taken directly
by the laborer who i¢ his own emnployer. - o _ e
«.. 'The payment of wages, therefore, always implies the pravious

fuction’.Imply? - Evidently the production of wealth, whichy if it is
7 to be exchanged or used in production, is capital. Therefore, the pay-
. ent of capital in wages pre-supposes a. production of capital by the

.1gbor for which the wages are paid. And as the employer generally

makes a profit, the payment of wages is, so far as he is concerned, but
the return to the laborer of a portion of the capital he has received from’

the labor,-

~Ag the laborer x;-.rho works for-an employer does not get his wages: .

until he has perforraed the work, his case is similar to that of fte

5" gepositor in a bank who cannot draw money out until he has put money

)

Next in simplicity to “that original state of things,” of which many - B ST AT L

" i And as by drawing out what he his: _
depositor does not Iessen the capital of the bank, neither can- iaborers ™.
by receiving: wageg lessen even tempordrily either the capital of the ,
-employed or the aggregate capital of the eommunity. - e
: “Here is 4 blacksmith at his forge making picks. Clearly he is making |
capital—adding picks o his employer's capital before he draws nioney

io the taborer, is the arrangement in which the laborer, though working -

e wages are really drawn from the product’of the labor, and not at all -

“gecures, tHers can be no question that the source of the wages:is = . &

-~ "The riext step i the advance from simplicity to complexity is where .
**. the wiges, though eutimated in kind, are paid in an equivalent of some- =

" to pay fixed wages, but a “lay,” or proportion- of the catch. Canany- - .
thing be clearer than that these wages—this oil and bone which the -

. theseé sealing expeditions he takes two or three Chinamen along to.

". belp him, whom. af first he paid wholly in eoin. But it seems that the -
. Chinese, highly value some of the crgans ef the.seal, which they dry
wnd pulverize for medicine; as well as the Iong hairs in the whiskers

this man soon found that thie Chinamen were very willing to take *
ad of money these parts of the sesls killed, s0 that now; in large -

"';‘ﬁ_()_rk_s.‘ for himself, or where, wheén working fer an employer, he takeg
- 'should that, from sny misadventure, prove futile, he gets hothing. .
When he works for an employer, however, he gets his wages anyhow—-

the labor that is rendered for fixed wages not only. yields the amount

‘rendering. of labor. Now, what does the rendering of labor i pro-

-

from it in wages. Hetre is-a machinist or beilermaker working on the

- keelplates of a Great. Eastern. Is not he also just as clearly creating

valie--making capital?

In: short, as the payment of wages is always conditioned upon the .

rendering of labor, the payment of wages in production, no métter

. how long thé process, never involves any advarce of capital, or even
* temporarily lessens capital. And this is obvious in agriculture alsc.

That the creation of value does not take place all at once when the

viously ‘put in, the bank .

crop is gathered, but step by step during the whole process which the =7

gatheéring of the crop concludes, and that no paymient of wages in the
interimn Iessens the farmer’s capital, is tangible enough when land is

- sold’ oF rented during the process of production, as a plowed field will
. brisg more than an unplowed field, or a field that has been sown more
than one merely plowed. It is tangible enough when growing crops are.

sold, as is sometimes done, or where the farmer does not harvest him-
self, but lets a contrdet to the owner of harvesting machiner. It i3

¢ taneible in the case of orchards and vineyards which, though not yet in

bearing, brings prices proportionate to their age. It is tangible iy the

" case of horses, cattle and sheep, which increase in value as they prow

toward maturity. And if not always fangible between what may be

- cglled the usual exchange points in production, this increase of value -

)

- as surely takes place with every exertion of labor.

“Yet,” it may be said, “in such cases as we have been conside_:;ing

- capital is required!” Certainly; I do not dispute that. But it is not .

required in order to make advances fto labor. It is required for giite
another purpose.- Whit that purpose is we may readily see. B

‘Capital has never to be set aside for the payment of wages whe.n 5

the produce of the labor for which the wages are paid is exchanged as
.goont a§ produced; it iz only required when the produce is stored up, or
what is to the individual theé same thing, placed in the general cur-

_1ent of exchanges without being .at once  drawn against—that is;
sold on credit. But the capital thus required is not required for the

payment of wages, nor for advanees to labor; as it is always represerited

- .. in the produee of the labor. It is never as an employer of Iabor.that
any producer needs capital; when he does need capital, it Is becauge

héis not only an employer of labor, but a merchan{ or speculator {n,
or- an accumulator of, the products of labor. This is generally the

. ¢hse with employers.

But s stumbling blotk may yet remain, or may recur, in ‘the
mind-of the-redder. L . :
- Ag {he plowman cannot eat the furrow, nor a partially comupleted

! ‘steam engine aid in any way in producing the clothes the machinist
. weard, have I not, in the words of John Stuart Mill, “forgotienn that
the people of a couniry aré maintained and have their wants supplied,

not by the produce of present labor, but of past?”

' T have already pointed out the fallacy, concealed by an erroneous

¢ . definition, which- underlies the proposition that because [ood, raiment

gnd shelter are necegsary to productive labor, therefore industry- is
limited by capital. Ta say that a man must have his breakfast before
going to work is not te say that he cannot go to work unless a capitalist
furriishes him with a breakfast, for his breakfast may, and in point of

7 fact in any country wheéré there is not actual famine will, come- not
- from wealth set apart for the assistance of production, but from wealth.

set apart for.subsistence.
" It seems tO me that the proposition that present labor must be

i1




_ob the other, ealling in. the powers of the natural factor at their highest -
Thy taking sdvantapeof the diversities of seil, climate and situation, so

.- as to obrain esch particular- §pecies of -wealth where nature is most

« favorable to its production. IR T T P P

o0 That’ cgpival may, limit the form- of industry is. clear;
:{he: factory, there ceuld. be no factory operatives; without-the.
“maching, no machine sewing; without the plow, no plowman; and
- withour & great capital.engaged in exchange, industry could not fak
. the.many special forms which are ¢gricerned: with éxchaiges. i

maintained by the:
to' be true.only-in
form

head v hand, b Lives, we 220, " Bui to say thet capital may limit the form of industry of the pro-
et of Tact: cotne From wioalih accumulate - "duétiveness of industry is a very different thing from ‘saying wal
b Sroductive tabot that s gong on around, I _Capital limits industsy. 1t is not 1 say thay there could be no industry

“without .capital; any. more than it is t0 say . that wichout the pow
. loomi. there  could. pe ne weaving; withour the sewing maching 1

0
- sewingi. no cultivajion without the plow; or that In a community of =
‘" gne; like that of Robinson Crusoe, there could be no labor because: therg:
could "be 1o excharge. We can, 0f course, imagine a community in

E which:the want of capital wounld be the only ohstacle to an increased.
i . productiveness of lahor, but it is only by imagining a econjunction ¢ . .
- ponditlons that seldom, if ever, occurs, except by acciaent or as’a passing .

phgse. A community ifn which- capital has been swept away by war, con-"

flagration, or convulsion of nature, and, possibly, & communibty cop-
'+ posed of civilized peopic just settled in a new land, seem to me'to furnish

. the only examples. . T ) : . Toed i

- 7 Tf-bad government rob the laborer of his capital, if unjust laws take
irom. {he producer the wealth with which he would assist production,
and hand it over to those who are mere pensioners upon industry, ‘the
.real’ limitation to the effectiveness of labor is in misgovernment, and-
1ot in want of capitel: “And so 0f ignorance, or custom, or other condi~

- iiotis which prevent the use of capital. It is they, not the want-of

‘ capital, that really copstitute the limltation. To give a circular saw: -
{6 -a Terra del Fuegan, a loéomotive to a Bedouln Arab, or a sewing’. 7,
mizchine . to @ Flathead squaw, would not be to add to the efficisrcy CE
‘of their labor. | R
o As, rio matter how much water is poufed in, thele can never be 1A a
.- bucket more than 2 bucketful, so no greater amount of wealth will be

- rnewslaid eggs, butter churned buf a- few day fore, mifk- whic;
{cis) iave this morping, fish whi wenty-four holurs “agoe Were
.. . swimiming in the sem, meat that-the butcher-boy has’just brought n .
f04 - time to be eocked; vegetables fresh from the parden; and.fruil from
“'the orchard—in short, hardly anything that has not, recently left the
_ hand of the produciive laberer (for in this eategory must be ipclude
2 ransporters and distributors as well as these who are_engaggf{; lig_,tl‘ _

first stdges of production), ‘and nothing that has been produced. F
.- _any considérable length of fime, unless it may-be some bottles oI old
wx wingé., What this man inherited from his father, and ‘on which we say
.7~ 'he lives, is not actually wealth at all, but only the power: of commzapding
" owealth as- others profduce it.. And it is from this contemporaneous pr

* - duetion, that hig subsistence is drawn.s . : L
i If we trage the circle of :exchange by which work dpn_.e

' -production of 4 great steam Secutes to the worker bread, meat, clothes
o shelter, we shall find that though between the laborer on’ th
engine and the producers of the hread, meat, etc., there may b

: :-\.131'10' gand: intermediate excliz#nges,. the transactioh, when reduced

its Towest terms, really amounts to an exchange. ‘of Tabor between

theni.

Or, to formularive this prinefple: - - .- . i
. The dewmdnd for consumption determines the “direction. 1
- labor Apill be exrpended in production. . R o

e thils see how therotghlyand completely ttue it g, that o
ér is taken or consumed by laborers im return for labor ren
here is no advance of capital to. the laborers. Tf I have mad
- knives, and with the wages received have boughf wheat, T have sl
exchanged jack-knives for wheat-—added jack=knives to the! éxis
steck of wealth and taken wheat from it. ‘ : Taae, T Tl

- used-ag capital than is required by the machinery of production and
¢ exchange that under all the existing conditions—intelligence, Habit,
eclirity, density of .population, ete—best suit the people. ‘And X am
clined to think that as a general rule this amount will be had-—thag
social organisra secretes, as it' were, the necessary- amowit of
. edpital just as-the human prganism in a. healthy condition secretes the
.Tequisite’ fat. : ' . R
. 77U We are thus irresistibly led to practical conclusions o importahnt -
: as amply to justify the pains taken to make sure of them. - i B
+ . Tf-éach laborer in performing the labor really creates the fund
Cfrony “which his wages. are drawn, then wages cannot be diminished
"Dy the increase of laborers, but, on the contrary, as the efficiency of
labor manifestly. ifitreasés with the number of laborers, the more
"' lagborers, other things being equal, the higher should wages be, - '
. - Bt this necessary proviso, “other things being equal” brings us
- @ question whieh mist be considered: and disposed of before we can
rther proceed. That duestion is, Do the productive powers of nature
tend {0 diminish with the increasing drafts made upon thiem by in-

. As s matter of fact, 'where theré ig Iabor Iooking for etiploy
thewantof capital does not prevent the owner of lahd which prom:
~ erop.for .which there is &« demand from hiring i, Either he mak
. agreement to cultivate ¢n shares, a comInon method . In’ some parts.
the, United States, in which case the laborets; if they are: Witlo
ineans of subsistence, will, on_the strengfh ¢ e work. they are’ doing,
. . obtairl eredit at the néarest store; or, it he pref y pay wages, th
farmier will himself obtain credit, and thus the wdrk: done In-cult
© tion is immediately utilized or exchanged as it Is done:. BRI
LT may new be asked, if capital is not requifed for the pajriely
~wages or thé support of labor during produetion,: what; then, are-
- funetions? - : T e T T
. % ° Qapital inereases the. power of labor to produce wealth: (1) By
.eriablng labor to apply itself in more effective ways, as by digging: up
clams with a. spads instead 'of .the “hand, or moying a vessel, by
‘.. ghoveling coal into .a furnace, instead of tugging at an oar.. (2) By
. endbling' labor to avail itself of the reproductive forces of nature, as.
46 obtain corn by sowing it, or animals by breedinig them. (3) By per-
‘mitting the division of labor, and thus, on the one hand, in¢reasing the
. efficienicy of the humar factor of wealth, by.the utilization .of specia
- capabilifies, the agquisition of skill, and the ‘reduction of waste; and

.- creasing population? : :

~POPULATION AND SUBESISTENCE

_ ‘Behind- the thedry we have been considering lies a theory we h_a;&re'
yet. to consider. The current doctrine as to the derivation and law of
. ‘wages finds its strongest support in a doctrine as generally actepied =

. : 13
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the. dootrme to whroh Ma.ithus hao gwen hlS na‘! e‘: tha.t pooula.tlon"
naturally tends‘ta increase- faster than subsisténce.”:

. .~The Malthusaau doctrm as af; present hield, may be thus srated. Fis IR

iy populatlon const )
Yes ed; ultimately press agamst the - llmlts of- subsrstence nof as.
‘agams 4. fixed, but as against an, elastic’ barrier, which makes the
. of subsistence progresswely maore : and mote. difficylt.
’thus “wherever reéproduction has had timé to assert its power, and
unchecked by prhdence there miist exist that degree. of want Whloh
1; lgeeg_. .populatlon within the bounds of subs,lstence.--

iber: of la.borers hecessitates ™ a . moré ‘minute, d1V1u10n of
atcording 1o the Malthusian theory,- poverty. appears ag in-.

_s1stence It requires but the identification of capital with subswtence
and number of laborers with populatlon, an identification made i the
current treatises on rolitical. ecotiomy;, where the terms. are often con=
] . b, make the two prop051t10ns as identieal formally as +hey are
“substantially, .

o The great cause of the trlumph of this theory is, that mstead of

' menacing any vested right or antagonizing any powerful interest, it is -

- eminently. soothing and reéassuring to the classes who,’ Wleld_ng the
power of wealth, largely dominate thought. It furnishes a philosophy
. By Wh1ch Dives as he fesasts cani shut out' the image of Lazarus who
faints’ with' hunger af his door;’ by which wealth may complacerntly
© butfon up its pocket when poverty asks ah alms, and the rich Christian

- herid on Sirdays in 2 nicely upholstered pew o implore the good gifts
., of the All Fathier without any feeling of responsibility for the: squehd
misery that is fesfering but 4 block away. For poverty, want, and.
»'starydtion arg by this theory not’ chargeable ‘either to, individual ﬂreed
" or to social mal-adjustments; -they are the inévitable results of ami=e

quarrel as with the law of _gravitation,

po -ul will spread quickly and strike its roots deep.. This has been the
‘¢as with the theory advanced by Malthus. Tt is indorsed by eecnomists
emd Jby statesmen; by historians and by natural investigdtors: by
- goeial scienee congresses and by frade uniotis; by churchmen and by
materialists; by conservatives of the strictest sect and by the most

radieal of vadicals. It is held and habitually reasoned from . by’ many-,'

who never heard of Malthug and who have not the slrghtest Hiea of

whsf his theory is:
Nevertheless, as the grounds of the curfent theory of Wages have

Wi
. drawn from capltal we have ralsed this Antaéus from the earth.

But when we subject the theory itself to the test of- stralehtfol-
ward analysis, it will, I think, be found as utterly: uhtenable as the
current theory of wages.

T go 0 the heart.of the matter in saymg that there is no warrant,

. elther n expenence or analogy, for the assumption that there is any
fendeney in population to increase faster shan subsistencs, The facts
cited to show this simply show that whare, owing fo- the sparseness of
. population, as im new countries, of where, owing to the uneqval dig-

tribution of wealth, as among the poorer clasges In old . conntries, :
© hyiman. life is occup‘ed with the physical necessities of exrstence the'-

tendency to reprodiuce is at a rafe which woild, were it to go on- un-
" checked, sonie timez exceed subsistencé. But it-is not a legitimate in-
ference from this tha,t the. tendency to reproduce would show itself
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’ olstrlbuted “with sufficient evenress to lift 4. whole. communit)

¢ incréase, must; when ns -

ng to the curient doetrine of wages, wages fall ds, mcreese :

\-crease in popilation . necess1ta,tes the more minute division of sub- -

‘verszl laws, with which, if it were. not impious, it were as hopeless to ]

A theory that, falllng in with the hablts of though of the poorer ’
classes;. thus justifies the greed of the rich and the gelfishhess of the

‘rém.shed when subjected to a.candid examination; so, do I believe,-
ill vanish the grounds of this, its twin. In proving that wages are not E

i sArie: force wiiere® populatlon Wl su_ff1c1ent1y dense andwealth

the nécessity of devoting thelr enérgies to a struggle for‘mere exis
And even: if it-bé admitied that the fendency to' multiply must-ultim

. produte poverty, it cannof from this alone be predicated of ex ting -

poverty that is -due to this cause, until it be shown that there are
no other ¢cause which can account for it—a thing in the present s ate ofi_

T government laws, and customs, manifestly impossible.-

It is a fact, that, as we count our increhsing millions, we ar° apts -
to loge sight of--mevertheless it is a fact—-ihat in what we know of the
world’s history decadence of population’is as common as increase, And

“in basirig our estimates of popuIatron upon the development of trade,
" the advgnce of the urts, and the size of cities, we are apt fo underrate

the density of popula.tlon which the inténsive cultwatmns eharaceteristic

e of the earlier civilezations, are capable of malntammg—especlally
.. where irrigation ig resorted to. As we may see from the closely ¢ulti-
- vated districts of China and Europe & very great populaticn of gimple

habits can readily exist, with very liftle commeree and a murh Iower™
stape of those arts in which medern progress has been most marked, and
without that tendency fo concentrate in cities which modern pomﬂa—
tions show. And-it must-be remembered that there have been societies
in which the commumty guaranteed to every member employment and
subsistenée,. In Sparta, in Pern, in Paraguay, as in the industrial fom-
muhities which appear almost everywhere 6 have constituied the
prmutwe agricultural orgamzetlon there seems to have been an utter
ignorance of these dire consequences of a natural tendeney
+Besides the broid, general facts I have cited, there aré facts of
cormnon knowledge Whlch seems utterly inconsistent with ‘snch an
overpowermg tendency to multiplication. If the tendency to reproduce
Pe 56 strong as Malthusianism supposés, how is it thai familiss so
often becomé extinct—families in which want is unknown? ¥For the
sohtary example of & family that has survived any great lapse of tims,
eyen, though assured of subsistence and horor, we must go to unchaoge—
able China. The descendants of Cornfucius still exist there, and. enjoy .

. peeuhar privileges arid considering, forming, in fact, the only heredltary

anstocracy
Increase of deseendants does not show increase of population. It -

B could only do this wizen the breeding was in and in, Smith and his wife -

have a son and daughter, who marry respectively some on€ else’s
‘danighter. and son, snd each have two children. Smith and his wife
would thus have four grandchildren; but.there would be in the one
generafion no greaier number than in the other—each child would
have four grandparents. And supposing this process were 1o 20 On,
the line of descent might constantly spread out info hundreds, thou~
sands. and millions; buf in edch generation of descendants there- Would

be no more individuals than in any previous generation of ancestors.

Ne1ther in ITndia nor China can poverty and starva,tlon be charged

Ato the pressure of population against subsistence, It is not dense pop-

ulation, but, the eauses which prevent social organization from taking

% its natural developrnent and labor from securing its full return, that

Eeep millions just on the verge of starvatlon _and every now and agam :

force m1111ons beyond it.

So far as our knowledge of facts goes, we may safely deny that the

increase of population has ever' yet preesed upon subsistence in such

a way a8 $0 produes vice and misery; that increase of numbers has ever

‘yet decreased the relative production of food. The familieés of India,

Ching; and Ireland cian no more be credited to over- popule.tlon than
the fam111es of sparsely populated Brazil, The vice and misery that

come of wani can ho more be atfributed to the niggardliness” of

Nature than can the six millions slain by the sword of Genghis K,han
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- Tamerlane's. pyramid of skuilsor: the exfermination o
Britons or of fhe aboriginal inhabitants of the ‘West Indie '
: T ‘su “and.-final testTof fuely we: ¢ancasily brivg this - o
L tion whether incredse of popylation. neces-

“wages and cause want, ig simply the question. . 1.
is. to. reduce the amount of wealth that can be pro- "7
‘& given, amount of labor.. A P IR
+ that the. very Teverse-of these - propositions Is irue. T
i any given state of civilization a greater numbet of people ; .
ively be better provided for &ulhan: a ima;léer, quaf,%%;gé;-c_g:!égg
ce of society, not the niggardlinéss of nature, iy he. ecause -
: Ce Of SD(?;Bt:S!a Ilot.t gg LLLto e A, t‘[’,l‘].bUteS 1;0 _ﬁv?}’_”—‘ .
popiilatio 4t the hew mouths which increasing popula~ °
501131 calls into existence require no:-more food than the old oneg, while -
he hands théy bring with. them can in. the natural order of things
vroduce more. I-assert that, other things heing equal, the greater th(;; _
population, the gréater the comfort which an equitable ,ghstrxbut;fn_ of- . *
wealth would give fo each individual: I assert that.in & state .0f -
cquality the natural increage of population would constgntly te_nd o -
‘make every individual richer instéad of poorer, - . - Lo e
=% T this distinetly join issue, and submit the questionl to the test of

.. -The faels. are sn patent thap it is only niecessary to call -attenbion i
1o them. We have, in modern times, seen many .communities advance

population. - Have they not at the sdme time advanced even more
Fapidly in . wealith? We see many communities still m(__:rea_s,},ng i
" population.. Are they not also ihcréasing their wealth still faster? IS it
niot. frue that while ‘the population of the United States has been
.o doubling every twenty-nine years hér wealth has been doubling af

< ik shorter intervals? Is it niot true. thaf under similar condifions—
- that -

%

is-to ‘say, among communities of similar people*in a similar

civilization—the most densely populated eommunity is alsa t!
‘Are niot the more densely populated Eastern Stateg richer
n to popilation than the nmore sparsely populated Westersi 0

i States? Whence is. 1t that capital overflows for, remunerative
fvestment? Is it not from densely populated-countries to spar 1y
populated countries? : - - . T
pap%ﬁa%?d '-,-'h%Wever,.. be sald that. the superior. weslth of older ¢ounfries
1§ due not’ to’ superior -productive power, but to the accumulatioris of “
wealth which' the new country has not yet had time o make.: -~ .
‘. The truth is, thet wealth can be accimulated but te a shigh de-
se. apnd that commuhities really live, as thé. vast majority

. dividuals live, from hand to-mouth. It iy évident that superlor aecumus
1atie

“Wages; as defined,” clearly enough expresses the second—thz

§of wealth can account for greater consumption of wealth only-
cakes -where accumiulated wealth is decreasing, and that wherever the
vohimerof accumulated wealth is maintained, and even moré ohviofsiy
-whers. it is inereasing, & greater consumption of wealfh miust imply a

‘greater production of: wealth. R Co e

. And- the reason.of this is obvious. For, even If the imcrease of )
“bopulatién: does reduce fhe power of the natural fagtor of wealth, by
._compelling a resort to poorer soils, ete., it yeh so vastly increages the

“power of the human factor as more than to compernsate.-

s

. . Topk simiply at the facts, Can anything be clearer than thal the
- ‘eafise of thie poverty which festers in the centersof civilization is nob.
<7 in the.weaknsess.of the productive forces? In countries where poverty .
- .. is deepest; the forces of produetion are evidenitly -strong e_n_caugh,- i
- filly emplayed; to provide for the lowest not merely comfort but hixury
£ " 'Thé ihduastrial paralysis, the commercial depression which curses the
E ! civilized~ world today, evidently springs from no lack of productive.
power. Whatever be the trouble, it is clearly not in the want of ability

to. produce wealth, . T - St
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BEEL Itlsthls very fact—that want appea;i"‘s‘;\%_rhére-’p:oducti_aie_ power is

- enigmd which

© exigting facts; but in doing s0 wé have.only made éxisting facty seeny

- lowest class, we must find -the law which determines what part of the -

- .least to.make sure when we have found it,-we must -also determine the
- laws which fix the part of the produce which goes to capital ang the |

. consider taxation‘either as not existing, of as by so much reduci
. Pbroduce. - )

. therefore, are needed, each of which shall clearly express one of tl_‘ly_‘égé
: expresses the first of theése parts—that which goes to the owners of and,
*. which constitutes the return to labor. But as t¢ the third ferm—that

. works'a Iost puzzling ambiguity and confusion..

= 0f manudl Iabor-paid by an employer. So other wages are thrown over
L with the return to capital, and incluoded under the term profits and

* given the third may be inferred. For to say.that one of the thres parts

greatest and. the preduction of wealth is largest—that constiiutes the
: perplexes the civilized world, and whi¢h we are¢ trying o
unravel: L N S A
e ', THE LAWS OF DISTRIBUTION . R
. The preceding examination has, I think, conclusively. showr that %
ihe explanation currenfly given, in the name of political economy, of =+
, the problem we are attempting to solve, is ho explanation at-all. -~ T
‘. .+ B0 [ar, we have only increased the perplexities of the problem., We -
have overthrown a theory which did,-in some sort of fashion, expliin -

miote inexplicable. Nevertheless, even in doing this we have mads some
progress, Next to.finding what we look for, i3 fo disecover where it is
ugeless. to look: We have atb least narrowed the field of inguiry. < ..

"= ¢ It will be necessary to review in its main branches the whole s‘iiﬁjesﬁ-

- of f_;hg_‘_distr’ibution- of weglth: To discover the cause which, as population

increases and the productive arts advance, deepens the poverty ot:the

produce is digtributed to labor as wages. To find the law of wages, ot at. -

pdrt” which goes fo land owners, for as land, labor, and capital oy in -
producing wealth, i} is between these three that the produce st be

. divided. -

i It is, further, a matier of fact, that in every community which has
passed the most primitive stage some portion of the produce is taken g
i xation and conisumed by government. Bui it is not necessary, i - 0
ng the laws of .distribution, to take this into considération. :x‘r%‘ay

se

- In all politico-economic works we are told that the three factc
iff production are land, labor, and capital, and that the whole pre uce

is primarily’ distribited into three .corresponding parts. Three
parts tg the exclusicn of the others. Rent, as defined, clearly ennugh

oAt

which: should express the return o capital—there is in the standard

To read carefully what economists say about the distribution of
wealth, is to see thst, though they correctly define it, wagés, as they™
use it in this connection, is what logicians would call an undistributed . =
term—1it does not mean all wages, but only some wages—viz., the wages ;

iny clear distincetinn between the returns to capital and the returas fo

human exertion thus avoided. - oo e
~The laws of the: distribution of wealth are obviously laws of .pro--

portion, ‘and must Le so related to each other that any two being.

of 4 whole is ihcreased or decreased, is to say that one or beth of the
other- parts is, reversely, decreased of inereased. If Tomr, Dick, and
"Harry are partners in business, the agresment which fixes the share of
one in the profits must at the same time fix either the separate or.the
-Joint shares of the othér two. To fix Tom’s share at forty per cént; is
to leave birf sixty per cent, to be divided between Dick and Harry. .To
fix Dick’s share at forty per cent and Harry’s share at thirty-five per

.cent i§ to fix Tom’s share at twenty-five per cent.
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But, bebween. the-laws of the distribution of weaith, as laid down i
.} the standard-works, there is no such relation: If we fish them out anic = .
. bring them together; we find them to be as follows: Ce R

- Rent 1§ determined by the mafrgin' of cu_ltivation;i all linds yielding

- . as rent that part-of their produce: which exceeds what an equal appli-

Cation of labor and capitdl could procure from the poorést Jand-io use..
.. Interest is determined by the eguation between the demands of
‘borrowers and the supply of capital offered by lenders. Or, if we fake
‘what is given as the law of profits, it is determined by wages, falling
‘35 wages rise and rising a§ wages fall—or; to use the phrase of Mill, by
_tHe cost of labor io the capitalist. . . - L L
< Leb ug, then, seek the true laws of the distribution of the produce
. of labor into wages; rént, and: inteérest. The proof that we have found

» - mutually bound each other. . ) ST
¢ The term rent, in'its economic sense—that is, when uzed, as T am
¢ using it, to distinguish that part of the produce which occrues to the
OWners o?l_and or other natural, capabilities by virtue of their owner-
" ghip—differs in meaning from the word rent as-commionly. used:. In
.some respects this ecomomic meaning is narrower than the- common
meaning; in other respects it is wider. ) . cy
-0t 18 nafrower in this; In common speech, we apply the word rent-
- tg payments for the use of buildings, machinery, Iixtures, ete., as well
‘58 tor paynients for the use -of Jand or other natural capabilities; and - .
" in speaking of the rent of a house or the rent of a farm, we do not
“geparate.the price for the use of theé improvements from the price for .
the use of’the bare land. Bub in the economic meaning of rent, pay-.
ments for the use of any of the products of human exertion are ex-
‘cluded, and of the lumped paympents for the iise of houses, fafins, etc.. .
“only’that’ part iy rent which constitutes the consideration for the nge -
of the land—that part paid for the use of buildings or other improve-

" ménts being properly interest, as it is 3 consideration for the use of ©

“ capital, . . _ : . .
VTR i wider in this: Th ecmimon speech we speak of rent only when
owner and user dre distinct persons. Bui in the ccoromic sense there’
218 alsorent where the same person 1s both owner and user, Where owner
T and usér are thus the sanje person, whatever' part of -hig Ineome he-
-might.obtain by letiing the land to another is rent, while the return
“.. . for his Iabor and capital are that part of his income which they would
- yield him did he hire instead of owning the land. Rent is also expresséd

in & sélling price. When land is purchased, the payment which is made . °

for -the’ ownership, or right to. perpetual use, is rent commubed or
capitalized. T : S Cm e

* Until its ownership will confer some advantage, land has no valu¢.
¢ .. Thug ‘rent: or land value does not arise from the productiveness or

utility.of land. It iv no wise represents any help or advartage. given-

to production, but simply the power of securing a part of the results of
produetion. S ' o
Tf:onhé ‘tan owned all the.land accessible to amy community, he

could of coursé, demand any price or conditionh for its use that he .-

saw lit; and, as long as his ownership was acknowledged, the- gther .
‘mermnbers of the commiinity would have but death-or emigration &s the -

7. ‘alternativeé to submission to his terms. This has been the caseé-in. .
. Jmany communities; but in the modern form of society, the Iand, though .~

* . geherally reduiced to individual ownership, s in the hands of too many -
. different persons to permit the price which eah be obfained for ils
+ 43¢ to be fixed by mere caprice or désite, While each individual ownel |
. iries to get all he ‘cal, there is a Hmit t6 what ke can get;, which

f
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7 IWages are determined by the ratio between the amount of capital -
= devoed to' the payment and subsistence of lzbor and the mumber of * .-
.., Iaborers seeking employment. - : n e

I

them will be ifi, their correlation—that they meet, and relate; and

* constiznles “the: r_n'a’rk'eﬁf price or fma.rket-_'r_:ent_ ,'o'f..; the land, a.njd. Whlch

" .varies with different lands and to different times. .

.. The.dccepted law of rent, which John Stuart Mill dénorming '

-« The-accepted law of rent, whig] : 11 dénb ; o

%ao_ns asinorum. of” political economy, is. so_m’etirﬁes‘-—'sﬁyl%r&m}%‘ig;i&?s" L
aw of rent,” from the fact that although not the first to announge it = =
he ffl;"slt b]:ox:;gh? 1lt brominently into notice, Itis: . . . o 77
. The rent of land is determined by the excess of its »rodiuce ob

that whicki the el > _ . s prodice over
it iﬂ-gﬂsfé.me same a?plzcatgon Jco;n secure from the -Zeast prodyctivg
«. Perhaps it may conduce to a fuller understandi the law 6
aent.tq put it in this form: The ownership of a naturgl aftr'e;ﬁxlllg 01? wrf,"f
duction will give the power of appraising so much of the wealth 'p'ro :
duced by the exertion of labor and capital upon it as excesds. trfep'r”é: ;

- _turn which the same application of labor and capital could secure in the

ieast productive occupation in which they f
" OF to pitt it n alpebraic Lol forme oY CNEAEC.

. As Produce=Rent+Wagestinterest. ’

'%Eerefore',' %rogluce—RentZWages-i-Interest.
.- The moment-this simple relation is recogni : T :
.streams in' upon what ‘was before ,ine:{plicaglrclalzegﬂda ngl’?gn Of y 'hdgi}"l-i
cordant facts range themselves under "an obvious law.. The %n%re s
of .rent which goes on in progressive countries is at once seén to be ?ﬁg *

- key which explains why wages ‘and interest fail to increase with if-

credse of produyctive power. For the wealth produced in every coni-

- munity is divided into two parts by what may be called the rent line, .

which is fixed by a margin of cultivation; or thé return which labor

- and capital could oblgin from such natural opportuniti $ ar “a to
_ them wtihout the payment of rent. From the%%rt, of Eltees. &igagef;%%0$

this line wages and interest must be paid. Al that i 7 ' th
owners of land. This, where the value of. land iastlz)sivaz%yeereg ?ﬁ;}obiéhg
small production of wealth, and yet a high rate of wages and mﬁerest?

- 'Bs. we see in new countries. And, where the value of land i§ high
q oAby

there may be a very large production of wealth. an ; Fa

of wages, and interest, as we see I old countries. 18{?1% sgggeielg%é‘ate ;
tive power increases, as it is increasing in ‘all progréssive cmmrﬁgﬁ
wages and m@eresb.wﬂ_l be aifected, not by the increase, but b ""i}fls'
manner in which rent is affected. If the value of land iﬂcréases'ypi'o"?

" portionately, all the increased production will be swallowed up by, rent

and wages and interest will remain as before. If the value of land in=

. creases In greater ralio. than productivé power, rent will swallow up

- ¢apital will be much larger, wages and interest will fall. It is only

even: more thdn the increase; and while the produce . of Iabor and

when the value of land fails to increase as rapidly as productive power

that wages ard iInterest can increase with the increase of preductive:

© power. AT this is exemplified in actual fact.

Having made suré of the law of rent, we ha i V& Bts
LV 1€ ] , ve obtain ]
z}ecess_ary.cor;_'ollary the law of wages, where the division ise%egv%eé%
rent and wages; and the law of wages and interest taken toéeﬁhei-

where the division is between. the three factors. What proportion of

~ the produce is taken as rént must determine what proportion 8 left

.commonly used, in this: That it includes all returns for the fse of

for wages, if but land and labor are concerned: ivi
\ e . ; or o - Be-
fween: wages and interest; if capital joins in the prodlfgtilg;. dvided: B

It may be worth while, to say that interest, as an .abstranst term "

in the distribution of _Weaﬁth, differs in mesning from the word as

capital, and not merely those: that pass from borro to 1 i

that it excludes compensafion for risk, which f o orenyder; and.

what is commonly called interest. oh.forms so great a part of
Now, it iz evident that the greatest differences in whai is Ordina:rily

calléd interest are duve fo differences in risk: but it 1 ider
between differgnt countries and different times tlrllsez?él Sgr%wgfg,%t ggﬁf
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and in the newer States of the Union. higher thatx e older £
and ‘the' tendency- of interest to sink: as society’ Progresses.
‘these’ varigtions, together and.exbibit- theircanse? = b et S
© i “What 1§-the reason ‘angd justificationt of interest?” Why should. the

arked and has long been noticed: What is the Iaw which will bind all- . -

ay back io the lender more than he Teceiyed? The«t

¥ iy tHe robbéry. of industry. Is widespread and” growil
&5 | 167 Atlantic: shows itself more” and ' more
optilar . movements.” - 7 ¢ ¢ LR

literature and in

hie: reward of abstinenece. But, manifestly, this dogs. nof

“have a suny of money which I Joek up for @ year, 1 have exercised as

‘ease I will expect it to be.returned to me with an additional sum by way
GE rest, in, the former I will have but fhe same sum, and 1o increase.

i
; - abstinence is the same, I it Desgid that in lending: it"I do

didappear.in & year! And how little would be left ab the end of-
arsl- Hence, if more is demanded for abstinence than the safe
ot capital, is not labor-wronged? Such, ideas ag these underlie

espread opiiion that interest can accrue-orly at the expense:of

ased on justice”would be abolished.

hért-matter. of the universe, and production of working up this inert

dustry; and could not long exiss. -

Bub all wealth is not of the nature of planes, or planks, or mioney,

is

fo other forms of. this inert matter of the universe. I

ut away wine. Af the end of a year ¥ will have an increased

“sipposing, where ‘there is a range, 1 turn, oiit sheep, or hogs, or
cregsel . .

Housh it generally requires labor to utilize i, is yet distinct and
parable from Iabor—the -active power. of nafare; the prineiple.

growth, of production, which éverywhere characterizes all fhe forni
of ‘that mysterious thing ¢r condition which we call life.- And it seems
el me ot
., capital over and above that due to labor.-

tnerease, the eases would be few and exceptipnal in which the owhes
Tiwoidd | get 4 premiw. William would soon: find out ¥ if did not pay
... Himi to give & plank fof the privilege oﬁ dgferring payment on Janmies!

plane
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_siderable variations in t_heﬁ' rate of m-térf:st,-i;_ropep,__- In the United
" States generally the rate of interest has been higher than ;1_'1_._—E}n‘g‘1a%1d;j- 3
. ess -

fesling -

- "lapor nor capital will be devoted to any mode of production while a

. . other mode. which is cpen to them will yield a greater returii R :

WHy should interest be? nterest, we are told,in all the. standard: . to which attention las heretofore been called—viz! N
rd : s _ s ] - - .t - First=—That it iz not capital which employs labor, but lzbor which

£ nily account for it. “Abstinence in itself produces nothing. Why; . - ~émploys capital.” ’ N C

.+ theil. should any part of what is produced be claimed for'it2 "If I -

much abstinence ag though I had loaned it; Yet, though in the latter
5 certain way, wealth is the larger and. inclusive term.’

-eegi%gg -'it?' :gfgf;i;t sr'gi?%c? {gg%;'legn%éit'é%)%naél:sgo%ﬁiiglﬁi , aﬂfg_\{l_gg . . element of time be ihe cause of interest, it would seem: to follow that
- valuable: and for which I Would willingly pay, rather than not.
Y- Y n.. -:_._,‘ . N . + _i , . . o __7._ ‘,.-.. _. . .:._.'
If we. were merely to abstalp from . using if, how much wealth. ‘as, for instance, beiween the salmen, which spawns thousands of eges;,
“and. the whale, which brings forth a single calf at intervals of -ye
- hetween the rabbit and the elephant, the thistle and the gigantic Ted-
wood, it appears from: the way the natural balanece is maintairied: that
e act a-robbery of labor which in a soclal endition _there 1s an equation between’ the reproductive.and the destruictive
ed. on. justle 1d be abolshec: . S o - | yniform point. This natursl balance man has within narrow limits th
T am. inclined to think ‘that if all weilth consisted but of the " power to disturb, and by the modification of nafural eonditio
mafter into different shapes, interest would be buf the robbery of * i nature. But when he does so, there arises from the wide scope of his
: : * desires another principle which brings about in the ineresise of weal
4 similay equation -and balance to that which is effected in faty
-+, - hetween the different forms of lite. This eqiation exhibits itself throngh -
“yalues. If; in a couniry adapted to both, I g6 to raising rabbits and yoi

hich his. ho reproductive power; nor is all productich nierslythe
“to raising horses, my rabbits may, until the natural limit is resch

'if I put away meney, it will not Inerease. Buf suppose, in= .

P
fof the wine will have improved in quality. Or Supposing”thal = -
untry ddapted to them, T set out, bees: at the end of a year I -~

! -0l ! . € e €l ] ralue «of rabbifs 48 compared with h . and to increa e valie ot -
vé more ‘swarms of bees, and the honey which they have made.. bl i Bt e ; torses, and to mcregse .the ‘.’8’1"1'8 f

" horses a§ compared with rabbifs.
g " . = . N f Pyl R " B o

ttle; bt the end\o;.i_thg year ‘I will upon the a?er_a,g_e? also. hav an, - hg;v% bye_t,-gorllle_, hccfymple%%ly, balance eéach other, and presgrve the

e . T L - equilibrium “which flxes the average 1 Y f capi he-normal

ow what gives fthe inc¢reage-In these cages ig something' whicly, ) ?g,‘tléqun:in%erést;"_ average Increase of capital, or Qhecnf\)_rr?al‘_
- at which- both. will represent equal returns to equal exertions—may be’
" gtated it a form which suggests a relation of opposition; but this opposi

at it is this which is the causé of interest; or the increase ot * statement that Dick reeeives a certaln preportion of the profits implies
LSS AR ok - - ! . e LR i . that the:portion of Harry is less or greaier as Dick’s is greater or 1ess)
: ‘Were the quality and capacity of matter everywhere uniform, and, - * but whete, as in this case, each gets only what he adds to the common
. .. 8l prodpctive power In man, there would be no interest. For interesi” y ‘ e ; )

©, 19-no% properly & payment made for $ie use of ¢apital, but a return.

g G LU, RUL g Sl : * recelves.” :
aceriing from: the increase 'of capital. If the capital did not yield an. other ; _

" reproductive modes.. As rent arises, interest will fall as wages foll;

he benetits which arise from use go to labor, and the
arise’ from: incresse, to capital. But; inasmuch as the

 primarily,
bernefits - which®

. division of labor and the interchangeability of wealth rigcessitate and
+ ‘imply. an averaging of behefits, in so fdr as these different; modes of
“production’correlate with'each other, the henefits that arise from .on¢

will average - with the benefifs that arise irom the others, for peither:

‘Tt iis npow turn to the law of interest, keeping in mind twe

" Second—That capital 1s not a fixed quantity, but can always be °
ineressed or decreased; (1) by the greater or less application of labor

1o the production’ of capital, and (2) -by the econversion . of wealth: iriio
capital, of capifal into wealth, for capital being but wealth .applied in

© Now, it the vital forces of nature which give an advanta;g:e,ité;jﬁ}‘ie

this maxium rate of interest would be determined by the strength'of .,
tHese forcas-and the extent to which they are engaged il productian.

But while the reproductive-force of nature seems t0 vary enofmousty;

ars;

forees of nature, which in. effect brings the principle of inére;

to 8

may

‘avail himself at will of the varying strength of the reproductive Torce

inerease -fagter than your Horses. But my capital will not increas

.. §o tHese tendencies, to a great extent, and -probablﬁr-, ‘s far 4y we

This natutal relation between interest and wages—this eqﬁi}iﬁ

tfon is only apparent. In s partnership between Dick and Hatry, the

fund, the increase of the portion of the one does not decrease what the

" To sum up, the law of interest is this: _ AR
 The-yelation between wages and inferest is determined by the
aperage power of incredse which aflaches to capital from ifs use in

or will be determined by the margin of cullivaiion. -

We have by inference already obtained the law- of Wé.g_es. Bt to:
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i ve;rifytﬁﬁe ':('iédu'cwfion and t-_q;s_j;riii"'the subject of all :_'arﬂbiéuit'iés,_ _I:e"{:,' S
<o s seek the law from an indeperident starting point. o Lo

: - There is, of course, no such thing as a comrhon rate of wages, i
the gense that there is ab any given time apd place a common rate of

6*,'i_r1j'1;erést‘:". Wages, which include all returns réceived from labor, not eniy

vary with the differing powers of ingividurals, but, as the organizi-
tion of sdciety becomes elaborate, very largely as Petween occupations.

> Neverthelgss, there is a certain general reiation Between all wages, so

that we express 2 cleaf and-well-understood idea when we say that
wages are higher or. Iower in one time or place than in another.” Ir
their degrees, wages rigé and fall in obedience to'a common law. What
ig. this Iaw? ) ) ’ ) s ' ) ’

‘The principle that men seek to gratify their desires with - the
lesst exertion will fix wages at the produce of . such at the- pdint of
highest natural proouctiveness open to it. Now, by virtue of the same

prineiple, the highest point of- natural productiveness open to labor

undes existing conditions .will be the lowest polnt at which product:lgg
continues, for men, impelled by a supreme law of the human. mind

e :.to-_S'éek'-'th'e; satisfaction of their desires with the least exertion, wilk

migh expend labor at 2 lower point of productiveness while a higher
is opeit to them. Thus the wages: which an employer must pay wilk . -

be mieasured .by the lowest point of nafural -productiveness to which

.- Here, then, we have the law of wages, as a deduction from a principle
friost obvious and most universal. That wages depend upon the margin:
of cultivation—that they will be.greater or less as the produce which
1abor can obbain from the highest natural opportunities open to it
is greater or less, flows from %he prineciple that men will seek 1o
satisfy theif wants with the lehst exertion. T S
“The effect of all the circunistances which give rise to the differences

and demand, and it is perfectly correct to say that the wages. in
different oceupations will vary relatively according to differences i

"thé supply and demand of labor—meaning by demand the call which

the community as a whole makes for services of the particular kind,

‘anhd: by supply the relative amdunt of labor which, under the existing

‘conditions, can be determined to the performance of those particular

- .'services. But the words are meaningless.. For supply and demand are.

But relative.terms. The supply of labor ¢an only mean labor offered

" in’excharge for labor of the produce of labor, and the demand for

labor can only mean labor or the produce of labor in exchange for .

: labor. Supply iz thus demand, and demand supply, and, in the whole

commifinity, one miust be co-extensive with the other:-

“ .- The high wages of some ocecupations must resemble what Adam
Smith compares them to, the prizes of a lottery, in which the great
gain-of one is made up from the-losses of many others,- This is true
not, only. of the professions, by means of which Smith illustrates the

.. principle,. but is largely true of the wages of supérintendence In

fa

merchantile pursuits, as shown by the fact that over ninety per cent:

of . the .merchantile firms that commence  business ultimsately - fail. .

The higher wages of those occupations which éan be prosécuted only

in ‘certain states of the weather, or are otherwise intermitient and-
- uncertain, are also of this class; while differences that arise from
hardship, -discredit, unhealthiness, efc., imply differerices ot sacrifice;

the- increased compensation for which only preserves the level of eqgual
returhs for egual exertions. T .

‘Although barriers of greater or less difficully may exist, the
~amoéunt of labor which gan be determined by any particular pursuit

“is.nowhere” absolutely fixed. All mechanics could act as laborers, and
" many laborers could readily become meéchanies; all storekeepers could

é.ct_as shopmen, afnd many shopmen could easily become storekeepers;

2

production extends, and wages will rise or fall as this point rises or falls.

between’ wages in different occupations may be Included as supply

- that:

* many. farmers would, upon .indiicement, become himters or ‘miners,

fishermen.® or sailors, and. many hunters, miners, fishermen, : :
sailors: know enough of farming to -turn their hands to it (jn\de'mgﬁg. L
In each occupation there aré men who unite it with others; or who'
alternate between oceupations, while the young men who are constantly
comitg in to fill up the ranks of labor are drawn in the direction of .
. the strongest inducements and feast resistances. And further than This;
all the gradations of wages shade info each other by impefceptiblé
degrees, instead of being separated by clearly defined gulfs. The
wages, €ven of thie poorer paid mechanies, are generally higher than
the, wages of siimple laborers, but there are always some mechanics
who do nof, on the whole, make as much as some laborers; the best
_pdid lawyers receive mueh higher wages than the best paid clerks
but the best pald clerks make more than some lawyers, and in fact
the Worst paid clerks make more than the worst paid lawyers. Thus
on the verge of each occupation, stand those to whom the inducements
betwgen one occupation and another aré so nicely balanced that the
slightest change is sufficient to determine their labor in one direction or
another. Thus; any increase or decrease in the demand for labor of a
certain kind cannpt, except temporarily, raise wages in thaf occu‘ija-'
- tion. above, nor depress.them below, the relative level with wages In
other,  occupations, which is determined by the circumstances pre- -
viously adverfed to, such as relative agreeabléness or coniinuity of
employment, etc. Even, as eXperience shows, where artificial barriers .
-are imposed to this interaction, such as limiting laws, guild regulations
the estabhshmen.t. of caste, etc.; they may interfere with, but ca.riimt:‘
g_gemvgn%ﬁ%ﬁ m}amtexial_.lnce'%f th%s equilibrium, They operate only as
- : pile up the water of a stream ] rel, but -
09'-131'41191111 I}revent o e above 1t§.natural level, _b1__1?; .
. “The law of wages we have thus obtained is that which we reviousl."
obtained as the corollary of the law of rent i j harmonity
with H}:he Ia.\g of interest. It is, that: - gnd_lt comp;etely harmomzes
' Wages depend upon the margin of production, or upon pro-
duce which labor can obtain at the fighest point of ’naturrﬁopr‘gggeg;ZQ
hess oper to it without the payment of rent. .
... This law of wages accords with and explains universal facts that
without its apprehension seem unrelated and contradictory. It shows
“Where land is free and labor .is unassi ital; whol¢
prod"%%a wi%l_ %o to labor as wages. SStec‘I by capltal, the W.hple
. ‘here land is free and labor is essential by capital, wa il cons
of the whole produce, less that part necessa,ryy topind{lce %ﬁse Z::]gr?ggsllf;

" - of-labor as capital .

- Where land is subject to ownership and rent arises, wage ill be
fixed by what labor could secure from the hishest natura S iting
'ope%vtl'? it _W“it?f)ut] the payment of rent. ghest natural opportunities .
. ere natural opporfunities are all monopolized, wa es ma; b
‘forced by the competition among laborers : nim Hich
laborers will congent to repro@ucejg o the minfmum at which
The conclusions we have reached as to the laws which govern the

- 7 distribution of wealth récast a large and mest important part of the

science of political economy, as at present taught, overthrowin: mée of
its most highly elaborated theories and ing fehit ons Som
of its most important problems. shedding & new light 01:1 some

) The law of interést and the law of wages which we h itute
for those now taught.are_ necessary deductions from 81;},1% S]gll?esgituli:wd :
which a}one makes any science of political economy possible—the all-
-compelling law that 18 as inseparable from the "human mind as si-
f,ra,ctlogl is inseparable from matier, and without which it would be
impossible t0 previse or caleulate upon any human action, the most
frivial or the most important. This fundamental law, that men seek




to gratify their desires _Wi_ﬂifﬁhé'Izeasﬁ"'éx-ertiénh; b‘ébgmés,:_ﬁrhé wiewed in
its relation to ohe of the factors of; production; th faw-of ] I%t_;__;;l}_

.relatlon to one anothef; the: law of intorest;” and in°re

Ve have now oblained = clear, simple, and consistent, theory of the
Adistribution” of wedlth,” which “accordy with first principles and existing
facts

Ehiree things unite fo production-—labot, capital, and land., . %
- -Three' parties-divide the prodice-the laborer; the capitalisty and

If,. witl" an increase of prodiuction the Iihofer gets no more-and *
thi eapitalist ho more it is &4 hecessary inference that the land owner .
reaps the whole gain, . w0777 Loty e N
- - The Ieredse of rent explaivis why wages snd interest do not in=-" -
crease.

_The cause which gives to the land holder is the causé which-
ifes to the laborer and eapitalist. T
« If production had not passed the simple stage in which all Iabor -
1§ directly: appled to tlie lahd and all ‘are piaid in its predice, the fact™
tha en-the land: owher takes:a-larger portion the laborer must put
~With a smaller portion could hot be lost sight of- . -
short, the value of land depending wholly upon thé power which -
ership gives of appropriating wealth created by labor, the in-.
of land valugs is always st the expense of the value of labor,
Heice, that the increase off productive power does not. inerease:.
es, 18 because it does increage the value of lasd.’ Rent”swallows
Cthe whole™ gain and paupgrism acconipanies progress.. . - "

L - OFWEALTH . /" _
- The manneér in which increasing population advances rent; as |
explained and illustrated in currenf reatises, ig that the increasied
deman r, Subsistence forces production to inferior. soil or to inferior -
o) tive points. - . - . e e
‘Let us suppofe land of diminishing qualities. The. best would
rally be settled first; and as populatioi increased- production would
in tle, next lower quality, and sg on. Buf, ig ‘the inerease-
ilation; by pérmiifting greater economies, adds 16 the -effectivere

; pop

ation would -at. tHe” same time incréase thé amount of wealth'
he same quality of Tabor could produde from it. But it would also ™
than, this—it would' increase the. power of producing. wealth.
all the superior lands already in cultivation.. . 0. = - & %
L. We now suppose population” still increasing, bui betweeén - the. .-
est, quality, to be .s differénceé so gréat that the increased power

.+ cultivation |cannot compensate for” it—the minimum return to laber,

-z Wil be reduced,dnd with the rise of rents, wages will fall, not cnly asa . -

.. proportion; but as a quantity., But unless the descent in. the quality = .
of Tand is far more precipitous than we can well imagine, or. than; I

“. . think; ever exists; the average production will still be mereased, for the
. Increased effectiveness which comes by resson of the increfged populas.:
tion: that comipels resort to the inferior quality of land attaches to all
labor;, and the gain in the superior qualities of Tand will-more than
compensate for- the diministied production ok the guality last brought
in,. The aggregate wealth production, as compared with the aggregate
expenditure of :labor; will be greater; though its distribution will be:
more unegual T o T P

¢t An.improvenient in the method of cultivaiion which, with the:
.. same outlay,.will give two crops a year in place of one, or an improvesz -,
- ment’ ik’ tools. .and machinery: which will double the result of labor,

P will manifestiy, on a particulsr picce’of ground, ave the same effect on .- -

~and which, when understood, will commend itself ag self-evident. E -
... Where to scttle he. cannot tell—every acre seems: as good ag ‘ever:

s Isnd is the same, there 1§ one place that is clearly better for him tha

EFF ECTS OF M%TER];AL PROGRESS , UPON:-THE D STRIBUT ON . ¢ our first comer there are a score of neighbors.. Labor has nos

_' -+ bhim, A store is épened and he can get what he wants from it & posl

| of. Iabor; the cause which brought each quality of land succeSsively into: - -

- which 'comes with the increased population that brings it into, . - .

the produce as a doubling of the fertility of the land:.But the difference
- I8 inthis respect=—the mprovemiént in meéthod of i’ tools can be -

--utilized on any land; but the improvement in fertility can be' utilized
ortly on the particular land fo which it.applies. - Tae o ol
;< Here, let us Imagine, is:an imbounded “savanriah,: stretching oft
in unbroken sameness of grass and flowel, free and. rill, till the traveler

.tires of the monotony. Along comes. the wagon of the first immigrs

. other acre, As to wood, as to water, as to fertility, as to situyation,

i’ absolutely mo: choice, and he is perplexed by the embarrassme

‘richniéss., Tired- out with the search for one place that is ‘befter- than. -
-~ another, he stops—somewhere, anywhere—and sfarts to make himself a =
: home”~"The soil is virgin and rich, game is abundant, the streams:.

flagh"with the finest trout. Nature i at her very best. He has. what, -

- were ﬁe-i_n_r'a populous- district, would make him rich, but hé is, very:,
poor.. o . ‘ v e o ;
= Soon there comes another immigrant. Although . every quar

- section Of the boundiéss plain is as gobd as every other quarter section,
he:isnot beset by any embarrassinent as te where to settle. Though ilie

-any other .place, and that is where there is already a settler and

-7 omayihave a reighbor. He seftles by the side of the first comer, wh

condition is at once greafly improved, and to whom many things .

. new possible that were before impessible; for two men may help each.
-, otheér to do.things that one man could never do. s

- Another immigrant comes, and, ‘guided by the same aitrac

Seftles where there are already two. Another, and another, until ar

an . L%
. etfectiveness -which, -in the solitary, state, it could not approach.. A.
. blacksmith and a wheelwright scon:set up.shops, and our settler rean’
- have his tools repaired for a small part of the Iabor it formierl '

office, soon added; gives him regular communication with the rest of

" the-world. Then come a cobbler, a carpenter, 4 harness-maker, 3 doctor;:

+ - and & little chiirch soon arises. Satisfactions become possible that in -
the selitray state weére impossible.: = LT B

4. GO 1o ou¥ settler now, and say fo him: “You have s0 many fruib.

- drges which ‘you planted; so much. fencing, such a well, a barn; a.
- - House—in, sHort, you have by your lahor added so miuch value o £

“farm. Your land itself is not quite so good. ¥You have been cropping if, -
and by and by it will need manure. I will give you the fuli value of:*
all your improvements if you will give it to e, and go -again. with
your family beyond the verge of settlement.”” He would laugh at you.’
His land yields no more wheat or potatoes than before, but it does
* yield far more of all the necessaries and comiforts of life. o o
. o Population. still keeps on increasing, giving greater and greatei
- utility to the land; ahd more and more wealth to its owner. The town -
hag prown into a ecity—a St. Louis, 8 Chicaga, or a San Francisco—and
Still it grows: Production is here carried on.upon a greal scale,. with. .
.'the best machinery and the most favorable facilities; the division of
labor- becomes extremely minute, wonderfully mulbiplying efficiency: .
-.. €xchanges are of such volume and rapidity that they are miade with
the minimum. of friction and loss. S T
. Bo enormous are the advantages which this land now offers.for the
- application of labor that instead of one man with z span of horgés -
- scratching over. acres, you may count in places thousands of workers
to the acre, working tier on tier, on floors raised one above thé other,
five, six; Seven and eight stories from the ground, while underneath the
surface of the earth engines are throbbing. with pulsations that. exert
the force of thousands of horses N o

A
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All these adyant‘ag_éé': attach to ;c"l'le‘.iia‘hd-. : _ 0
other theat, they can’ be utilized, foir here 18 thé eenter of population—.

forms i ¥ I L EL L ) S
¥ ¢ Y OuE- settler, or whoever has succeeded to his right to the land, is
= pow g, millionaire; Like ‘arother Rip Van Winkle, he may have lain

frindustry, -

" downy anid slept; still he is rich—nof from anything hée has dcne, but-

- {rom. the increase of population. There are lots from’ which Ior -every
‘foot ‘of frontage the owner may draw more than ah average mechanic-
cdn earn: there are 1ots that will sell for more than would suffice to
. Pave them with gold coin. In the prineipal streets are towering build-
TR

inigs,” of | granite, marble, iron, and, plate glass, finished in the most
experigive style, replete with every convenignce: Yet they are not worth,
as mich ag the Jand upon which they rest—the same land, in nothing
chinged, which when our first settler ¢ame upon it had no value at all.
U Eliminating improvenients in- the“arts, we have seen the effects of
ineféase -of population upon the digfribution of wealth. Eliininating
inerease of population, let us now see what effect improvements in: the

arts of production have upon distribution.

production of wealth. Now, for ‘the production of wealtli, two things
are’ required—Iabor and lapd. Therefore, the effeet of labor-saving
nprovements will be to extend:the demand for land,. and wherever
hé Timit of the quality of land in use IS redched, to bring into cultivi-
ion lands of ‘less natural productiveness; or to extend cultivation on
the same- lands to 4 point of lower nafural productiveness. “And-thus,
;twhpile the priniary effect of*labor-saving improvements is “fo iricrease
e

wer of labog, the secondary effect is to extend c_ultivation',: and,

‘this lowers the margin of cultivation, to Iicregse rent. =~ ¢
heré production is carriéd om. by the division of labor between

determined by the yroportion which the saving of laber bears to, tlie
tal amount of labor expended, and by the relative strength of desires.
Nor is the demarid for -food:lHmniited, as in economic reasoning 1s
uently, but erronecusly, assumed. Subsistence Is offén spoken of as
1oust it were a. fixed guantity; but it i fixed only as having a definite’
minimun.: Less than & certain dmount will not Eeep a human being
alive, and-Jess than a somewhat larger amount will not keep a humag’
being in good health, Bui, abové this minimum, the subsistence which a
human_belng €an use may be increased alniost “indefinitely. :

{g labor {lie. power of producing more wealth, eausés an incredsed
demand for land and its direct products, and thus tends to force down
the margin of cultivation, just as would the dermand caused’ by an
fnereased population. This being the case, every labor-saving inventior,
whether it-be-a steam plow,-& telegraph, an improved process of
smelting “ores, a perfecting printing press, or a sewing machine, has a -
témdency to increase rent. : i .
7. 0r to:state this truth congcisely:-
or the: products of land, any incredse in the poter of labor; the de+
L mand for wealth being unsatisfied,; will -‘be ulilized in procuring more
< - wedlth, and thus incréase the demand for land. : . .
- Amd, as we assign no limifs to the progress of invention, neither
“eafl we assign’any limits to the increase of rent, short of the whoie
broduce: - o : oo :
.\ We have now seen that while advancing population tends to
- ndvance rent, so all the causes thab in a progressive state of society:
cperate to increase ihe productive power of labor fend,. also, to ad-
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‘it i on this Tand and ng- L

-tite focus. of exchianges; the ‘market place and workshop'of the 'lr,li_'gllx__g'st :

“The effect of iabor-saving improvements will-be to increase e

ndividyals, an increase in the power of producing one of the things
sonught “by- production i the ‘aggregate adds to the power of obtaining
othiers,. and will increase the production -of the gthers, fo an “extent -

And;- So, every improvemeént, no matter what it be; which gives

redlth in all its forms being the product of' Iabor applied to larid.

vance: rent, and.not to.-advaice wages or ixitergst;‘: The --Aiﬁgneasgeg
production of wealth goes yltimately t0 the owners of land in. =
creased, rent; and, although, as improvement goes  on, advaritages .-

. may acerue to indlviduals not land holders; which concentrate in. their -

barids considerable portions of tHe increased produce, yet there is in.
all this improvement nothing which tends fo increase the general re-
fukn- eitber to: Iabor or to capital. Lo : LT e

But there is a cause, not yet adverted to, which must be tiken.

ihto corsgideration fully to explain the influence of material progress .

‘ upon the distribution of wealth. . ) s )
‘ That cause is the confident expectation of the future enhancement
of land valués,  which arises in all progressive countries from the”
steady inerease of rent, and which leads to speculation, or the holding
of land for a higher price than it would then otherwise bring. . .

If the land of superior duality as to location were always fully .
yséd before land of inferior quality were resorted to, o vacant lots
would be left as a city exténded, nor would we find miserable shatities.
in theé midst of costly buildings. These lois, some of them extremely’
valuable, are withheld from use, or from the Iull use to which they -.
mniight. be put, because their owners, not being able or not wishing. fo
improve theém, prefer, in expectation of the advance of land-values, to
hold them for a higher rate than could now be obtained from those
willing to improve ther. s S
-* - But when we redch the lmits of the growing city—the -actual.
margin of building, which corresponds to the margin of cultivaticn. in
agriculture—we. shall not find the land purchasable ai its valug for -
‘ngricultural purposes, as. it would be were rent determined simiply by
preésent requiréments; but we shall find that for a long-distance be=
yond the c¢ity land bears a speculative valne, based upon the belief
that it will be required in the fuiure for urban purposes, and that to
reach the point at which land can be purchased at a price not baged
upen urban rent, we must go very far beyond the actuial margin of.
yrban use: : - . :
* UTf it were possible continuously to reduce -wages until zero were

S reached, it would be possible continuously-to increase rent. until 4t

swallowed up the whole prodices. But as wages cannot be permanently. -
-reduced. bélow .the point at which laborers will consent to work and
réproduce, nor. interest below the point at which capital will be devoted

"+ - to production, there is a limit which restraing the “speculative advance -

of rent. Hence speculation cannot have the same scope to ~advaree
- rent. in . countries .where wages and interest are already near. the
minimum, as in countries where they are congiderably abhove it. Yet thai
there ig in all progressive countries a corstant tendency in the specu=
lative advance of rent to overpass the limit where production would-
cease, is, I think, shown by recurring seasons of industrial paralysis—a. .
matier which will be more fully examined in the next section.

THE PROBLEM SOLVED.

Our long inquiry 1s ended. We-may now ‘marshal the results. |

Te. begin with the industrial .depressions, to- account for which
so many condradictory a_,pd self-coritradictory theories are broached. .
-~ A consideration of the manner in which the speculative advance”
in land values cufs down the earnings of labor and capital and checks

- production leads, I think, irresistibly to the conclusion that this is the

main cause of those periodical industrial depressions td which every-
¢ivilized country, and all civilized countries together, seem incredsingly
liable. R - . T R

" 1 do not mean o say thaf there are not other proximate causes: Bub -
given a progressive community, in which population is inereasing and
one improvement succeeds another, and land must constantly in--

. .\ 7
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; . there. . But those trades followed the.miners, .just as they are oW
o tollowing the gold “diggbrsiinte the Black Hills': d the diamond diggers::
*into- South -Afriea.: Tt 1s; not .the storekeeper * the: cause of the

iticrease’ natutally leads to: specuiaticr ]
7hi tire- Icreast anticipated, afid. land values are.carried be
vond the poifit at which, under the existing conditions of production,
~their accustomed feturns would: be left to labor-and.capital. Produetion, .-
herefore; begingtostop. - o sl T
f period .of depression. thils: ensuing would -coritinue until{l) the o

ilative advance in, rents had been lost; or (2): the increase in’.
Ihe efficiericy. of-1abor; owing to the srowth of popilation and:.the

o farmner; but-the farmer who brings the: storekeeper.. If is not.the growth -
elops the country, but the development of the e
, &L v - that. 1 ; the' city. grow. And, hence; when, ‘thiough-all -
trades, men willing to work cannot find -opportunity. to. do g0, the” W
difficulty must arise in the employment that creafes a demand for all* .
-gther employments—it must be because labor-is shut. out: from: and. ..
I 3 and:. 4 = Now, why is, it that this unemployed 1aboF-cannof employ:itsell -
ogress of improvement, had enabled the sibrmial rent line t6 oVertake he' land? Not that the land is all in-use: I do not miegn o say. -
“the speculative rent lirie; or (3) labor and capital had become reconcited™ . '} . that every unemployéd man can turn farmer or build himseli a house,
“t enzaging in production for smaller refurns. Or, most probably, a1l 1. - 1 he had the land; but that enough could and would do 5o to.give
I thide of -these causes ‘would cooperate te produce a new eguilibriuwm,'at . . = ' employment to the rost. What'is if, then, that: prevents labor 1
awhich all the forces of production would again engage, dnd & season of : T itgelf on thig land? Simply, that it has been monopsh
sefivity ensue; wherefipon rent: would begin {o ‘advance. aggin, & speci~ and- is_Held ‘at speculative prices, based not upon- present valw
o ¢ advance again take pldce; production again be checked; &nd the upon. the added valuc that will come with the future -growth of popil
iese, §easong’ of depression are” always preceded by seasons-of - ;. The farmer can sell his crop as seon as it is harvested, and:fer” -
Aétivity and speculation, and on all hands the connection. bétiween the ‘. ‘cashy the great manufacturer -must keep: a large stock, send his goods.
- B ig . admitted—the ‘depression’ being. locked upori as the rea¢tlon - lonpdistances to dgents, and, generally, sell on time. Thus; as gavanees:
fromi the speculation, as the headache of the morning is the reacion ~ and eredits are generally from. whaf we may. call the secondary, o -
ropi the débauch of the. night! ’ . g _ e . what we may call the priméry industries, it follows that any check: o
: When, with the desire to consume maore, there co-exist the ability - production which proceeds from the latter will not immediately manifest.-
“and; willingness: to_produce -more, industrial and commercial paralysis. ', ftself in the former.- The system of advasices and credits constit ;
satitiot: be: charged -either {0~ overprodietion “or to: overconsumption. | as it.were, an elastic connection, which.will give considerably be
nifestly, the irouble i8 that productiori and ‘consumption cannob - breaking, Buf which, when it breaks, will break with a4 snap. | _°
nest-and: sabisfy each other.: _ & Y e, - _ . That the main cause and seneral. course of the recurring paroxysms’
How dges-thig ingbility arise? T is evidently and by cominon. con- *  ¢f industrial depression, which are becoming soO marked 8 feature of
1he. result of spectlation, Bub of speculation in-what?, . o

th _ : L modern _social life, are thus explained, is, 1 think, clear: The riek

i Sertainly nat of speculation in things which are the products:of - résult of dil these perturbations or. waye-like movements is the gr !

aBoro-in: agricultural er mineral productions, or manusfactured goods, . forcing of wages and inteérest toward. their minimuni. These

6f: the- effect of spécalation in such things, as is well showny in ¢arreént yrary and recurring depressions exhibif, in fact, as.was notice
reatises that spare mé the neécessity of Hlustration, is simply to equal= Q

‘ze, supply and demgnd, and to steady the" interpliy of productio g i

ragse is a

pening chapter, but -intensifications of the peneral movi
1 1 accompanies mnaterial Drogress. oo R

amption’ by axn-action analogous to that of a4 fly-wheel in _The great problem, of which these recurring seasons of indusirial
hing, -~ . ¢ 7 L - s a ’ BERE . @epression are but peculiar thanifestations, is now, I think; fully.
golved, and the social phenomena which all over the civilized wotld
appali’the philanthiopist and perplex the stategman, which hang with .
- clouds: the. future of the most advanced races, and suggest doubts of:
‘the' reality and ultimate goal of what we have-fondly called progress,
are now explained. . - : - - -
- The reason whis in spile of the increase of productive power, ibages
_ constantly tend to & mintimum which will yive bul ¢ bare living, is
that; with an inciedee in productive power; rent tends to even greater -
" ineredse, THis produting o constant. tendency to the forcing down of
wages.’ ‘ o S T R T
-, And thus robbed of all the benétits of the increase in productive. R
power, Iabor is.exposed to certain effects of advancing civilization which, - ¥
without the advanitages that naturally accorpany .them, are DO sitive
evils, and of theni3elves tend to reduee the free laborer to the hiel ;
and degraded condition of tlie slave. o ‘ ' .
. For gll-improvments which add to productive power as civilization:

" Therefors; if gpeculation be the cause of - thes¢ indusirial dé
yressions, it must b8 speculation in things not the production of laber;
Yiit vet necessary to the exertion of labor in the production of wealth—of
s of fixed quantity; that is to say, it must be speculation. in lan
People, ‘wart the things the mianufacturer makes as much ‘Q
fus the operatives wanl the things the -gtorekeeper hasg to -
ey do not. have as, much to give for them. Produetion: Has -
been shecked, and _his reduction ~in the supply of sofie
ghown itself in cessation o and’ for others; the cheek
itgelf ihrough the . whole frameéwor _of Industry

\

neculative advanee in rent; or the val fhe
: “effects, as what 1 fact, i lock-out-of labor and canital by

nd owmers. This check to production, béginning at the basis.of mber
ed: industry, -propagstes itself from exchange poinf o exchange

cessation of supoly becoming failure of demand, until .56 10 .
the wholé machine is thrown’ out of gear, and the spectacle is - advances comnsist in, or necessitate; a "§ti further subdivision of labor,

1A B
2veTs " ‘and thé efficiency of the whole body of laborers is Mucreased ak he
< from want- - i . . _ R " expense of the independence of the constituents. The individual laborer

T Yhen in’ all trades there is ‘what we call searcity of emvloyment : gequires: knowledge of and skill in- but an infinitesimal ‘part of ihe' °
“hen. evervwhere; labor wastes, while desire is unsatistied. must not the + 7 - varied processes which are required to supply.even the commonest
Ubstasls which prevents labor from producing the wealth it needs, lie .. Ty wants. ¢ o7 . - o
foundatiod of the industrial structure? That fourdation i¥ land: - 3 - The sifaple theory which I have outlined, (if indeed it can bg called
erd. optiesl instrument: makers; gilders;” and-polistiers. are not o1 a {heory which is but the recognition of the most obvious relationsy
joneers.of new. setilements. Miners did not go to California ‘o . . : s _ ) S
“Australia’ becanuse shoemakers, tallors, machinists, and printers were .- :

rrarel presefited” of labor’ geing: to waste while laborers -suffer
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- embodied spirit. Material progress eannot rid us of o 116 .
- upon land; it can buf add to the power of producin;r w%‘;}f&? dﬁ%‘fﬁ

7 explains this conjunction of poverty with wealth, of low wages with high, . 1 & 0 , R .
~ ¢hip of land a éom}ﬁén ownership.’ 'thﬁlr_ig_'éise:jwm g0t the cause
_of the evil—in nothing ¢lse is there the slightest hope: - " & . Lo

productive power, of degradation ainid enlightenhment, of virtus? slavery

r T ey S Airitrli-tr b : > - - Ve
,ill_;;-pghmgal liberty.- It harmionizes, as resolts ﬂ_owirfg from: 2 gem;i'.lé,ﬁlr .
- 'znd inexorable law; facts otherwise most perplexing, and exhibits the

- -seghence and relationi between phenomensa that withoutf refefence to

" it are divers. and contradictory. It explaing why interest and wagzes .

-+ gre: higher in new’ than in older communities, tHonugh the average as'
“well dg the agpgregate, production of wealth is les's-.g' Ii};h gx;?l‘;iii%g%rl?jsr-

improvements whicly increase the productive power of labor and capitdl -

© increase-the rewdrd of Tneither. It explains what.is commoniy. ealled
- the-conflict between labor and ¢apital, while proving the real harmony

of iriterest between them. It cuts the last inch of ground from irhder -

the fallacies of protection, while showing why free trade fails t efi
permanently the working clasges. I explaing why want inc:s.:e%%gs'e%ﬁfsg
sbundance; and--wealth ‘tends to greater and greateér aggregations.
It explaing the periodically recurring depressions of industry without
. Tecourse either fo the absurdity of “over-production™ or the absurdity
of “over-consumption.” It explains the enforced idleness 6f large
Aumbers’of would-be producers, which wastes the productive force -
~ of advanced communities, without the absurd assumption that there
* 18 too little work to.do or that there are foo many to do if. It explains
El%itilgr‘ieg?eisa (Ijl}}lj'%n the }:%riioritn%}ciasses which often follow the intro-
. i of machifiery, without denying the - : ii
| e e e ma;chinegy ivog ying the matural advantages Whlch
** . In all our long investigation we have been advancing to this simple
© truth: That as land is necessary to the exertion of'laborg.in 'thelspxs'cl)lglllg(lf )
. .vion of wealth, to command the land which is necessary to Ifbot, is 0
‘& mr_%a;nd all the fruits of labor save enough to enable labor to exist.
7% The great cause of inequality in the distribution of w is int -
equality in.the ownership of land. The ownership of landwf: ltt-]lrlfe lgrég‘t-

© -fundamertal fact which ultimately determines the ‘social, the political

and congequently the intellectual and moral condition of ( ©An
it must be so. Fof land is the habitation of msn, the st&gggggg' u%gg

. which he must draw for all his needs, the material to which his labor

.must be applled for the supply of all his desires; for he :
of the sea cannot, be faken, the light of the sur enfoyed. oF any of
the forces of nature utilized, without the ise of land or its produets:
On the land we are horn, from i we live, to i ‘we refurn again—childifeﬂ
.Of the soil as truly as is. the blade of grass or the flower of the field. "
Take sway: {rom man all that belongs to land, and he is but & dis-

. land;, and hence, when land is monopolized, it might go on to infinity

 without increasing wages or improving the condition of those who

< have butb their labor., It can but add to ‘the value of land and ihe

“.. power which 1t possessioh gives. Everywhere, in all titnes, among all

peoples, the possession of land is the base of aristocracy, the : i0]
of great fortunes, the source of power. As said the Brﬂ%n%: ; fa:,)gueléd:;;%
. “To whomsoever the soil al any time belomgs, to him belong the
. jriits of it. White parasols and elephanis mad with pri S are the
. Howers of « grant of land.> p ¢ mad.ﬁ withe pride aré the ..

"y

THE REMEDY %

; There i$ but oneé way to remove an evil —and that i its
cause. Poverty deepens as wealth increases; and wagg}} ;%et?oigiﬁo‘g%wiﬁ
. while productive power grows, because land, which is the source of =il
wealth and the field of all labor, is monopolized. To-extirpate poverty
to make wages what justice commands they should be, the full earnings
. of. t__:hg: laborer, we must therefore substitute for the ’individual owner-
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reforms.

- gquestion.that will arise ig that of justice, I

' tiniction is made, drawing the line, accor

- tiriction is between things which.are the produce of labor and things

This, then, is the remedy for the unjust and unequal distribuiion
of wealth apparent in mlodern civilization, and’ for all the VeVJ.lﬁ,Whilph

flow from it: ’
We must make land common property. . : -
The laws of the universe are harmonious. And if the remedy 1o
which. we have been led is the true one, it must be consistent with
justice; it must be practicable of application; it must accord with

ihe tendencies of soecial development and must harmonize with other

All this I propose to show. I propose to meet all practical objections
that ean be raised, snd te show that this simple measure is not only- .
eagy of application; but that it is a sufficient remedy for all the evils
which, as modern progress goes on, arise from the greater and greater .
inequality in the distribufion of wealth—that it will substibute eguality
for ineguality, plenty for want, justice for injustice, social strength for
social weakness, and will open the way, to grander and nobler advances
of civilization. . . '

JUSTICE OF THE REMEDY

" When it is proposed to abolish privafe property in land, the first
' bow to this® arbitrament, '

and accept this fest. . ) . .
~ What constitutes the rightful basls of property? Is it nof, primarily,
the right of a man tc himself, to the use of his own powers, to the

enjoyment of the frults of his own exerfions? - o )
~ "Apd for this Teason, that which a man makes or produce is his
own, as against all the world—to enjoy or io destroy, to use, to €x-
change, or to give. No one else can rightfully claim it, and his ex-
clusive right to it involves no wrong to anyone else. T
Now, this is not only the original source from which all ideazs of

exclusive ownership arise, but it is necessarily the only source. = .7

., "What most prevents the realization of the injustice of private
pEoverty in land is the habif of including all the things that are made
the subject of ownership in one category, as property, or, if any dis-
rding to the unphilosophieal
distinction of the lawyers, between personal property and real estaie,
dr things mevable and things immovaple. The real -and natural dis-

which are the gratuitous offerings of mnature; or, to adopt the terms
of political economy, between wealth and land. .
.- The moment: this distinetion is realized, that moment is it seen
shat the sanction which naturdl justice gives-to one species of property
i§ denied to the other. . : . : i
_Whatever may be said for the institution of private property in laud,
it is therefore plain that it cannot be defended on the score of iustice,
. But it will be said: There are improvements which in time become
irdistinguishable from the land itself!. Very well; then the title to the |
improvements beconies blended with the title to the land; the individual
right is lost in the common right. It 'is the greater that swallows up the .
less, not the less that swallows up the greater. Nature does not proceed
from man, buf man from nature, and it is into the bosorh of mnature
that he and all his works must return again. - S
- “Yet, it will be said: As every man has a right to the use and én-
jovment of nature. the man who Is usine land must be permitted the
exclusive right to its use in order that he may get the full benefit of
7is 15bor. But there is no difficulty in determining where the individual
right ends and the common right begins. A delicate and exact test
is supplied by vilue, and with its aid there is no difficulty, nd maftier
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how dense populatinn ingy - becomie, in’ determining™ and-secutring ih
. .exact rights of each, the equal rights of \alt: The value of land, ag
_have geen;:is the price of monopely. It is-not fhe absolute, bit the .
"z telative, eapability of-land that determines its value. . T R |
for-the deductions of a complete and exélusive individual rieht =~ ¢
T Yo: land from priority of occupation, that is,-if ‘possible, the most ab= ' .@
" surd groimd eon which land ownership can be defenided. Priority-of - - =
oceupation give exclusive and perpefunal title to the sirface of & globg. - 7.
o, which, in_the order. of naturé;-couniless generations succeed one .
sriothiert. Had the men of the last genervation any better right to the
. use of thig world than we of this? or the men of a hundred years ago?
~or of .a thousand years ago? Had the mound-builders, or-the caye: ..
“dwellers, the contemporaries of the mastodon. and the tliree-tged -
. horge;-or the generations still farther back, who, In dim deons’ that

. o7 we ean think of only ds geelogic periods, followed one ariother on. the -
.- earth, we now tenani for our lffle day? - R
ey Has the first comer at-a banguet the right to turn back all the chairs © . &
Znd claim -that none of the other guests shall partaké of the food: g
srovided, excépt as they make terms with him? Does the first man who™ 77
presents a- ticket.at the door of a-theatre, and psasses in, acquire by
big priority the right to shut the doors and have thé performance go.
son Idr him alone? L S o W e
. ¥ chatie] slavery be unjust, then is private property in land unjust!

. s . For let -fHe cireumstarices be what they may—the -gwnership of
- lard will always eive the ownership of men, to a degree measured by-
‘ the hecesgity: (real or artificial ): for the use of the land. This is but o
statenient -in different form of the law of rent, - ce
‘. And when that necessity is absohite—when starvation is the -
etnative to the use of land, then does the ownership of men inyvolved -

the ownership of land become absolute. _
.. Plage- one hundred men G6h an island from which there is no
escape, ‘and whether you make oné'of thiese men thé absolute owner of
“the other ninety<hine, or the absolute owher of the soil of the island, -
i “will make no difference etther fo'him or to.them,’ o
C.when the ided of individual ownership, which 3o justly .and
= hatursily attaches to things of hurhan production, is extended to land;
™. all the rest is a mere matter of development. The strongest- and most .
cunning eagily acquire a superior share in this speciés of property, which
.18 b9 ke had, not by production, but by appropriatidn, and in becoming
lords of the land they become necessarily lords of theéir fellow-imerm. .
~“The ownership of land is the basis of aristocracy. It was not nobility
-that gave land, but the possession of land that gave nobility:. AN the-
enornious privileges of the nobility of medieval Europe flowed from -
their position as the owners of the soil. Where the peasant was made
a"serf; It was simply by forbidding him to leave the estdate on which he
£ 'was born, thus artificiglly producing the condition we supposed on ke
- dsland: In sparsely settled countries this is necessary to produce absolute -

-slavery, but' where land is fully oceupied, competition may prodice .
substantially the same conditions. Between the condition of theé rack-
 rented Irish peasant and the Russian serf, the advintage was-in many.
:things on the side of the serf. The serf did not starve.: R

. “Thus the - condition of the masses in every. civilized .country is, -
or is tending to become, that of virtual slavery wunder’the forms of =
ireedomt. - And it iz probable that of all kinds of slavery this is the
-most crugl and relentléss. For the laborer is robbed of the produceé of-.,
hig labor: and compelled to toil for a mere subgistence; but his task-
masters, . instéad of human beings, assume the form of imperious
_hecessities. Labor has become a commodity, and the laborer a machine. :
- There are no masfers and slaves, 1o owners and owned, but only buyers
o and'sel_lve%'s-; -The higgling of the market takes the place of every other
. gentiment, 3 o S :

i
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. pensaté those wWho' riow possess it.

‘ _privileges, the people at large can gain noihing. To buy up individual

| _ments and whatever else they may have as well.

VOur boasted: fxieedofn'- n

écessarily involves slavery, so loug as we
Iand.. Until. that i§ abolished, Declarations

“recognlge private property

a of Indepéndence. anid Acts of Emainicipation: are in-vain: So long as-one

NAEPENGEILE. B U8 s | - < \ - which other

an ean claim the exelusive ownership of the land from which of ! .
lrﬁe'ﬁ. must live, slavery will exist, and as material progresses on, m-L.s_'t\_- oy
grow and deepenl ‘ o

% he trath is, and from this truth there can be no escape, that

hefe is and can be no just-title fo an exclusive possessicn of the -s_o_;l,__ :
glrlifir%ﬁ;taprivate p‘r‘opergy in land is a bold, bare,. enormous Wrong, ke
that of chattel slavery. _ S
© e examination through which we have passed has proved con-
. clusively that private property in land cannot be justified .om. the
" pround of utility —that, on the contrary, it is the great cause to which: -
" are to be traced the peverty, misery, and degradation, the social disease
and the political weakness which are showing.theémselves 50 meracingly
amid . advancing civilization, Expediency; therefore, joins Justice In
demanding that we abolish it The consideration that seems to
cause hesitation, even, on the part of those who See clearly that land
by right is common property, is the idea that having permitted land
& be treated as private property for so long, we should in abolishing it
be doing & wrong to those who have been siuffered to base their calcula-
“tioris upon its performance; that having permitted land to be held as
viehtful property, we should by the resumption of ecommon rights be
" doing injustice to those who haye purchased it with what was un-
rirestionably their rightful property. Thus, it is held that if we abolish
privaté, property in land, justice requires that we should fully om-

- But just iri proportion as the interests of the land holders are con-
‘ séi’y?&itj%gg in tIE_)at proportion must general interests and genetal rights -

be. disrezarded, and if land holderg are fo lose nothing of their special

" viroperty ri would merely be to give the land holders in another
?gi?i%erawclggt%f the same 'ksgnd and amount that their possession. of
jand now gives them: it would be to raise for them by taxation
game proportion of the earnings of lapbor and capifal that thqy_;
now enabled to appropriate 1nb_r1ent. v o of that mm i

] any country belong to the people of that .couniry, . -
Wﬁa%frglgt,l &i?ldggrgligy and j'?ls_ti'ce, have the individuals called. land
owners o the rent? If the land belong to the. people, why in, the .

. ‘narne of morality and justice should the-people pay its salable value .
‘for their-own? If the land belong to the people, why continue to per- :

it land. owners to take the rent,-or compensate them in any manner
; fmqi-t ’rl;ﬁg'dloos“s%f rent?. Consider what rent is.. It does not raise spon-
“faneously from. land; ‘it is due to nothing that the land owners have
done. It represents a value created by the whole community. T.et the
- lanid holders have, if you please, all that the.possession of the :.lagd_ ;
- wonld give them in the absence of the rest of the community. But re_nt,
the creation of the whole community, necessarily belongs to the whole,
community. - . S - E
- If 'we apply to this case of The People vs. The Land Owners the
game maxims of justice-that have been formulated by land owners into
1w, and are applied every 'day in English and American courts to dis-
) putés betwéen man and man, we shall not only thm}; of giving the 13.1;151 o
“holders a;ny compensation for the land, but shall take all the improve-

But I do not propose, and I do not suppose ‘that a.ny_‘or_lé_ _elsgf';will' -
propose, to go so far. It is sufficient if the peaple resume the ownef- .
ship of land. Let.the land owners retain their improvements anc ..

personal property in seture possession.
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‘.. APPLICATION OF THE REMEDY :

.- -Therg i a delusion resulting irom the fendency to confound the:
accidental with ‘the essential—& delusion which the Iaw writers have-
done their best to extend, and political economists generally have -
" - acqliesced in, rather than éndeavored to expose—thaf .private property

i land is necessary to the proper 'use of land, and that -<gain to

make-land common property would be to destroy civilization and reverf

Yo barbarism, - - : _ - .o
This délusion may be likened to- the idea which, dccording to Charles
Lomb, so long prevailed among the Chingse after the savor of roast

pork had been accidentally discovered by the burning down of Ho-ti's -

" hut—that to cook a pig it was necessary {6 set fire t0 a house. While

" owner of land, in order, to induce him {6 improve it, than there iy of .

there is no:more negessity for making 4 man the absolute and exclusive

birning down a house in order to cook a pig; while the making of

" land private property is as rude, wasteful, and uncerfain a device for

securing improvement; a§ the burning of a house is a rude, wasterul;

and uncertain device for roasting s pig;” we have not the excuse for °

persisting in.the oneé thaf Lamb’s Chinamen ha#l for persisting in the

" othier,;: Until the sage arose who inverited the Tude gridiron; which ac-

S cording to Lazib, preceded the spit and ovesn, no one had known or heard : -

".of a pig’s being roasted, except by a hoise being burned. Buf among us,

othing is more common than fol land to be improved by those who do -

not-own-it. The greater part of the land of Great Britain is culti-
- vated by tenants, the greater part of the buildings of London are built

" ,ipon ledded ground, and even. in the United States the same system -
prevalls everywhere tc a greater or less extent. Thus it Iz a common -

matter for use to be separated from gwnership.

-0 Worlld niot all this land bé cultivated and improved just as well

‘if the rent went to the State or municipality, as now, when it goes to

. brivate individuals? If no private ownership in land Were acknowledged,

- the State, would not land be used and improved as well and as seciirely

as now? There can -be but one answery Of course it would. Then

“wonld the resumption of land as comwioir property in nowise interefere .

with the proper use and improvement of land.

7 It is not .the magic of property. as Arthur. Young said, that has

3

turhed Flemish sands into fruitful fields. It is the magic of security

| tolabor. This can be secured in other ways than making land private
- Droperty, just as thé heat viecéssary to roast a pig can be secured in

ofher ways than by burning down houses.  The mere plédge of an

- . Irish landlord that for twenty years he would not, ¢laim i rent any
share in their cultivdtion indueced Irish peasarts to turn a barren - .~
.+ Inountain into gardens; on the mere security of 4 fixed ground rent for

2 term of years the most costly buildings of such, cifies ag London and
security, we may safely abolish private property in land.

-850 far from the recognition of private property in land beinp
‘necessary to the proper use of land, the contrary is the cage. Treating
land. a§ privaté property stands in the way of .its proper use. Were

. land treated ag publie praperty it would be used and improved 'as socn
a8 there was riced lor ity use .of improvement, but being treated as -

~Drivite. property, the individual owner is nermitied Q- prevent others

fromi. usinig” of Iniproving -what he cannolb or will hot use or improve - .

 himself. In the thickly seitled parts of the United States tliere is

. encugh land to maintain three or four times our present ponulation, -
. lying.unused, because its owners are holding it for higher prices;. and,
“immigrants are forced- past this unused land to seek homes whéte

their labor will be far less productive. In every city valuable lots may

" be seén lying vacant for the same Teason. If the best use of land he
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but all land were held in thig way, the occupier or user paying rent to.

New York afe erected on leased ground. If we pive improvers such . -

“the' t;;éﬁ:, thér,i_'.pri?;raté property in land is condetmned, as it is ‘con-

demned by every other consideration. It is as wasteful and uncerfain.
4 modge of securing the proper use of Jand as the burning down o’ -
houses i5 of roasting pigs. L : P .

- We have weighed every objection, and seen that neither on the: = .

~

sround of equity- of expédiericy is-there anything to deter us. 'fm'iri"t

- making land common property by confiscating rent.

But a question of method remains. How shall we do it? &~
We should satis{y the law of justice, we should meet all economiec

; requirements, by at one stroke abolishing all private titles, declaring. - -
.+ all land publie property, and letting it ‘out to the highest bidders in lots. -
. to’suit; under such conditions as would sacredly guatrd the private ;[fig;_hﬁ.:. :

fo improvements.. . . e

- But such a plan, though perfectly feasible, does not seem to me the
begt.. Or. rather, I propose to accomplish the same thing in a simpler;, .
easier, and quieter way, than that of formally confiscating all' the
larid and formally letting it out to the .highest bidders.” . st
.- . I do not propose either to purchase or to confiscate private property

. in-land.” The first would be unjust; the second; needless. Let . the

individuals who now hold it still retain, if they want to, possession of -
what they are pleased to call their land. Let them continue to call it
their land. Let them buy and sell, and bequeath and devise it. -We
may safely leave them the shell, if we take the kernel. It is not neces:
sary to confiscate land; it is necessary only to confiscate rent. .. '
<. We already take some rent in taxation. We have only to make:
some changes in our maodes of taxation to take it ali. L

What I, therefore, propese, as the simple yét sovereign remedy, which
will raise wages, increase the earnings of capital, extirpate pauperishy,
poverty, give remunierative employment tg whoever wishes.it, afford
frée. scopé to human powers, lessen ecrime, elevaté morals,  taste,
and intelligence, purify government and c¢arry civilization to yet riobler

@

heights, is—fo appropriate rent by faralion. - - Pl
) gln this way Ighe State may become ihe universal landlord without
calling herself so, and without assuming a single new function: In
form, the ownership of land would remain just as now. No ownef of
iand need be dispessessed, and no restriction need be placed upon thel
amount of land any one could hold. For, rent being taken by the State -
in taxes, land, no matter in whose name_ it stood, or in what parcels 1t

was held; would be really common property, and every member of the
' community would participate in the advantages of its ownetship. ™ - .

.. Now, ingomuch as the taxation of rent, or land values, must neces-
sarily be increased just as we abolish other taxes, we may put the propo- -
sition- into practical form by proposing— - : . N
-+ To abolish all _t(z'mtion sqve that upon land values.

¢ best tax by which publi¢ reventss can be raised is ewdentls

that which will closest conform to the following conditions:

. 1. That it bears lightly as possible upon production—so a8 least
to check the -inerease of the general fund from which taxes must be
paid and- the community maintained. . ) R
"2, 'That it be easily and cheaply collected, and fall as directly.as
iay be upon the ultimate payers—so as to take from the people ag
little a8 possible in addition to what it yieids the governmeft. S
3. That it be certain—so a5 t0 give the ledst opporbunity for tyranny
or cofruption on the. part of officials, and the least temptation fo

law-breaking and evasion on the part of the taxpayers. e

" 4. That it beat equally—so as to give no citizen an advantage or .
put any at a disadvanfage, as compared with others, T B

1. It is sufficiently evident that with regard to production, the tax
upon the value of land is the best tax that can be imposed. Tax mari-

facturers, and the effect is to check manufacturing; tax improve-
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ments, and the elfect Is to lessen. improvement; :tax commerce, and the
effect is to prevent-exchange; tax capital;’ and the effect is to drive .
it away. Bub: the whole value of land may be taker in taxation, and:
thie only effect will be to stimulate industry, to open new opportunities to
: o and. tor incréasé’ the production of wealth, * - v 7«

_ - stock, would be: allike untaxed: All-would be iree to make or to save, to
"5 ¥ pyy ot o sell, unfined by- taxes, unannoyed by the tax-gatherer, :

c o .- 7w And will not the community gain by thus. refusing. to: kill the

goose ,that lays.the golden eggs; by thus refraining from: muzzling- -

the ox that treadeth out the cornj

ol

_ by thus leaving to indusiyy; and -
thrift, and skill, their natural reward, filll and unimpaired? For there.
is to. the community also a natural reward.  The law of society is.
each for al, as well ag all for each. No onie can keep (o Himself the:

 good he may do, any more than he can keep the: bad. Every: pr
““ductive enterprise; hesides its refurn to those who undertake i
collateral advantages t0. others. ‘

2/ With,-perhaps, the éxception of certain licenses and stamp duties
‘may be made almost to collect themselves, but-which can be
.- Lelied on for only a trivial amount of revenue, a tax upon land values, |
ceny-of- all faxes; be most' easily and: cheaply collected.: For. land <
idden -or- carried offy its valué.can pe readily aséertdined,”

he agséssment once made, nothing but a- receiver.is required for - -

" eollection.” 7 L. . . . )
But there is no nceessity of resorting to any arbitrary assess- . - : And to shift the burden of taxation from etior i ex
THe: fax or. 1a e R [ @rOLLLArY aSSesS-, . . And tos len of taxation from production and ex
toent, Ihe tax’ on. land values, ¥hich 1s the least arbiirary of taxes, . .}~ to the value or rent of land would not merely be to glve new stimilu
Doscases o the, Dughest degree the element of certainivy, It may be . = . to the production of wealth; it would be to open riew opporiunitit
“Hosable and ih Cred 1“’1 - 8 definitehess that partakes of the im-  For under this sysfem no one would care to hold land unless to use'it,
on land may unconceslable chardcter of the land itself. Taxes levied and land now withheld from use would everywhere be thrown open, to
on: arl; ﬁ;ﬁzy_b& ;:ollge_q_p_ed to the last cent, and theugh the assésspiehii of . . envitonment. - ) ‘ ) _ s T
& D ?irrig -,_?ﬁni: uflr?aqug.kl; yet the assessment of personal’propervy is & . " The selling price of land would fall; land speculation would receive
Srise f%omjt‘zd;'e ! ese lnefqga._lmes in the ‘assessment of: land its death blow: land monopolization Would no lenger pay. . '
cmoralization - thi -taxatlpn of improverents with lang, and Irem:- . : . For this simple device of placing all taxes on the value of land
coTe. amon that, Springing: lrom .ihe. causes to whichi 1 bave. - would be in effect putting up the land at auction to whomseever
sllects the ge_ S€. efn}e of taxation, Were ail taxes placed -would pay the highest renf to the state. The demand for land fixes .
yuld be so Stmiple m dp_ ft’lv-e ol improvements, the schenie ‘of taxation its ‘value, and hence, if taxes were placed so as very nearly to consume.
that the %aluéltid%"eg%‘ ' 3&%&3}? 'l%é:ol?f(‘i:e};;ggnww%dgj & 80 glre“%g * tHat value; the man who wished to Kold land without using it would have
I A e Vi " 1 A { - | 6] be made with , i N . N : e 8 )
ame. certainty that & real chate agent can determine. th ee prics t¢ pay very nearly what it would be worth {o any one who Wgntg, o -,

v seller can get for a lot. o o use it e . e T il
e e s g : L P . With natural opperturiities, thus- free to labor; with capit
'1?}311?‘2‘11-}1933 Olar;% Vﬂlufls is the most just and equal of all = .- _improvements exempt from tax, and exchange released from re
aliiable: benelit {mg B ‘Osghw 0 recetve from society a peculiar and., . .- tions, the spectacle of willing men unable to turn their 1abor:.int

teceive. It is.the taki ug%n them in proportion to’ the benetit they things they are suffering for would become impossible; the recurring,
ot that value ;?E hy' . tlei commuingy for the use of the com- .. paroxysms which paralyze mdustry would .cease; every wheel of -pro=
Shion of the é‘om'mm is the creation of the community. It is the . duction would be set in motion; demand would keep Deace with supply;
taker by taxati oL property tO_*c_Qx_ann uses. ‘When all rent _and gupply with demand; trade would inerease in every dire¢tion
duslity ordained by for the needs of the: community, thén will the and wealth augment on every hand. . : RS -

oL gﬁé?u;; 5 O%hgﬁt;%?éé)g,= ggggaxgjdig—r;?vgg%enhmq Ié?,_v%-‘ an Ig.lcill- But- great as they thus appear; the advantages of a trans ‘renge iy
intelligence. and each will obtair what he %airly ea;ruxslé y '1%1 o 11 public burdeiis to a tax upon the value of land cannot he-fully

L - : . P t i . PE A F ;
t’.tlll‘. th_en,_.w_ﬂl: Jabor get its Full 1_'_eward,- and copital its Haturel ed untﬂ vxfe consider the effect upon - the d1sf;r1b_qt_1_c_m of

-, i We:have seerl that wages and intérest must everywhere be fixed’
by the rent or margin of cultivation—that is to say, by the reward
which labor. and. ¢apital  can. secure omn land for which ng: rént is

* paid; that the aggregate amount of wealth, which the aggreeaté of

" 1abor and ecapital employed in production will receive, will-be the .
anioutit of wealth broduced (or rather; when we cohsider’ taxes,~the
net _amount), minus what is faken as rent. ‘ L

-

e EFFECTS OF THE REMEDY
- The oldér Mirabeau, we are told, ranked the proposition of Queésnay, -
¢ -substitute oneé single tax on rent (the impof unigue) for all other
. taxes, as a discovery equal in utility to' the invention of writing or theé
substitution of the use of money for barter. ., . o o
. #. Consider the effect upon the production of wealth.” - =
_ abolish ‘the taxation which, acting and reacting, now hampers
évery” wheel of exchange and presses upon every form: of industry,:-
uld-be. like removing an immensé weight from a- powerful spring.
ribied with fresh energy, production would starb into new life, and . -
de ‘would receive. o stimulus which would be felt to the remotest: .
s. ~The present. method of. taxation operates upon ‘exchange
tificial deserts and mountains; it costs more to get goods through-". =
tom house than it does to carry thém around the world. It operates.
0 energy, and. iridustry, and skill, and thrift, like g fine upon. tHose

.. . Now, it is eviden’ that to take rent in taxation for public purposes,
which wirtiually abolishes private owrership in. land, would be-to destroy.
the tendency to-an absclute decréase in wages and interest, by destroy-
ing the speculative monopolization-of land and the speculative increase"
- jn rent.. It would be very Jargely . to iricredse avages and interest; by
throwing, open natural opportunities now. momnopolized and' reducing:
. the price of land. Labor and eapital would thus not: merely gain. what
is pow taken from them in faxation, but would gain. by the positive
- decline in rent caused by the decrease in speculative land: val [y
_riew. equilibrium would be established, at which the common.

wages and interest would be much higher than now. -

ualities:: . . - e
g abolish theseé taxes would be to 1iff the whole erornious weight')

A% v . . Wouk : ine v _ : Tf it were possible to express in_ figures the direct pecuhial
0 ,_taﬁ?tlolﬁlﬂ, from productive indusiry, The needle of the seamstress, = , which soc¢iety suffers from the social maladjustments which. cc ,
e great manufactoiy:” the cart-horse dnd the. locomotive; the - 4. - 1arge elasses to poverty and vice, the estimate would b appating,

Shihgj‘,bo‘?‘t and the steamship; the farmer’s plow and the merchant’s® < - . . - But the increase In wages, ‘and the opening of new agvehues: ‘
st T . ' N N . ploymeént which woulc result from the appropriation of rent to publi
o S Al - 31 o




o, & fruism that labor is most produective where its wages are. larggst
o Poorly palid. labor is inefficient Iabor, the world over.

S - Who ¢can say to what infinite powery the wealth-producing candmty

: ;of labor miay not be raised by social adjustments which will give to the

o ]oyments? .
o v When it ig first proposed to put gll taxes upon the value of- Iapd_
_a.nd thus confiscate rent, all land holders are likely to fake fho alarm,
and there will not be Wa.ntmg appeals to the fears of small farm and

'»;;Mthem of; their ‘hard-earned property. But a mioment's reflection will
. Show- that this proposition should commend ifself to all whosé interests

- capitalists;, or both.

= 1o
' I-hs 08§ would be nominal; his gain would be real and great. - -
In varymg degrees is .this true of all land holders, Many land

"find g land owner uct a laborer, who is not also a eapitalist—while the
R genera.l tTulé is, that the larger the,.land nweer the greater the eapitalist.
Wealth would not only be enormously increased; it would-be equaily

. amount of wealth., That would not be equal distribition, so Iong as

_ T'mean that weéalth would be distributed in asccordsince with the desree

<10 the common  stock. The greai cause ‘which eoncentrates wealth in
the hands of thHosz who,do not ‘produce, and take it from thé hands of
‘those. who do, would be sone. The 1neque,11t1es that continiued fo exist
would be those of nature not the arfificial inequalities produced by
the denfal of natursl law, The non-producer would no longer roll in

e}nstence

fcrtunes For then the riches of any individual must consist of wealth,

long survive the abolition of the system from Whlch they spring. - All

';what ‘he: fairly earns, no ohe can get more than he fairly earns. How
: many meri are theré who fairly earn a million dollars?

,taxatmn of land values only, let me now call attention. . ”

_evagions, to check and countercheck revenues drawn from’ S0 Iany
distifiet” sourees, niw make up probably three-fourths, perhaps seven-

-.order, the mainteriance of the mﬂ.ltary arint, and the administration cf
“justice. An immense and complicated network of governmental me~
¥ c__ 1nery would thus be dispensed, with. -

‘40 owhership of land. "These would cease when the state was virtually
. -acknowledged- as the solé owner of land, and all occupiers bécame
: practically ‘rent-paying tenants. The' growth of mora.htv consequent
apon the cessation of want would fend -to''a like diminution in’ other

_purposes wouId not merely stop these wastes and relieve soclety of‘
- ‘these enormous -lossés; niew power would be added td Iabor. It'is but.

produeers of Wealth their fair proportlon of itg advantages and '“1—‘_:

homestéad ‘owners, who will be teld that this is a proposition to rob

‘ag. land holders do not largely exceed their interests as laborers o

The Workmg farmer is both ‘a laborer and a capltalast as Well as a.
owner, and it is by his labor and capital thaf his lving is made. . -

- holdérs are laborers of one sort or another. And it would be hard to

='d.xstnbut‘.ed T do not. mean that each irdividual would get the same,
- different, individuals hayve different powers and different desires. But -

" in which the industry, skill, knowledge, or prudence of each contrihuted |

luxury Whlle the producer got but the barest necessﬂ:les of- ammal .
SThe" monopoly of the land gone, there need bé no fear ‘of large -

£ properly so-calléd—of wealth, which is the product of labor, and which:
. constantly tends to dlsmpatmn, for natural debts, I imagine, would not . . |

< fear.. of great fortunes might. be- dismissed, -for when every ‘one gets

- ¥ e, some main - teatures of the social changes brought ‘about by‘

B ]_.\Totlceable among these is the great szmphmty which would become -
. possible” in government. To ‘collect taxes, fo  prévent and punlsh :

gights of the:® busmess of . government, outside of the preservation of | ‘

o In the administration. of justice there Would be a llke smnnp: of
ain. Much of the civil business of our courts arises from disputes as’

; clv11 busmess of the- courts ‘which could be hastenied by the :a,doptlo"z v

‘ : of the comfnon ‘senge propos1t10n of Bentham to e.bohsh all Iawq for
: thé collectior of debts and the enforcement: of private contracts;, The -

~yisé of wages, the opening of opporfunities for ail to make. an eaey and,:

comfortableé living, would: at. once. lessen and would soon ellmmate

from -society. the thieves, swindlers; and other classes of ‘crimingls who - °

spring from the unegual dis tribution of wealth. Thus the administration
of the criminal Iaw, with all its paraphernalia of poHecemen; -de-
tectives, prisons, and penitentiaries, would; like the administration of .
the civil law, cease to.make such a drain upon the vital force and at-
tention of society. We should get rid; nov only of miany judges, bailiffs,
clerks and prison keepers, but of the great host of lawyers who aré: =

now maintainéd at the expense-of producers; and. talent now. Waeted_ _

in legal subtleties would be turned fo hlgher pursuits. )
Give labor a free field and its full earnings; take for the bénefit-

" of the whole community that find which the growth of the community

ereates, and want and the fear of want would be gone. The springs of =~

"productlon wotulld be set free, and the eénormous increase of wealth -

* wealth. In.this way there would. be brought 6 the - managemen
" attertion, the fidelity, and intégrity that can now be secure'
-'pregent; under -joint stock managément, but ag econiomically and,

/ ficiently a§ would be possible under a single ownérship: The D
. the Olympian games, that called forth thé most stienvons é¥ert

*

would give the poorest ample comfort Men would no more worry about.
finding employment than they worry about finding air {o breathey
they need have no more eare about physical necessities than' do _the
Lllies of the field. The progress of science, the march of invention,the:
d1ffusmn of knowledge, would bring their benefits to ail.
With this abolitlonn of want and thé fear of want, the admir

of rmhes would decay, and men would seek the respect and appro
ol their fellows in other modes thad by the acguisition ahd. dig

public affairs, and the administration of common funds, the: skill

private mterests, and a railroad or. gas -works might be ope:
public account; not only more economically and efficiently than' a

of--all Greece, was. bt a wreath of wild olive; for a bit of ribbor men'

“have gver and ove" agam performed seruces no money could have '

bought. )
In society, as ab present const1tuted men are greedy of -wealth b.o— )
cause the conditions of distribution are so unjust that instead of:
each being sure of encugh, many are certain fo be condemned to want,
It is the “devil calchr the handmost” of preeent social adjustments that
cauges the race and scramble for Wealth, in which all considérations
of justice, mercy, religion, and sentiment are trampled under foot: -

- in which men forget their own souls, and stiuggle £0 the very verge

- of the grave for what they cannot take beyond. But an equitable diss .

tribution ,of wealth, that would exempt all from the fear of waht,
would destroy the greed of wealth, fust as in pohte society the greed
of food has been destroyed.

“-But it may be said, to banish Want and the fear of want would be-

to destroy the stunu]us 10 exertion; men would become simply idlers,

snd such a happy. state of general ‘comfort and content wouild heé the- .
death of pregress. This is the old slavehclders’ argument, that mén’
¢an bé driven io labor only with the Iash Nothing is farther from the
iruth- Ny :
“Want might be bamshed but desu‘e would remain. Man ig the.,

-unsamsﬁed animal. He has but begun to explore, and the universe lies

before him. Each step that he takes opens new vistas and Kindles. new
degires. He iz the constructive animal; he builds, he mmproves, he

. invents, and puts together and the greater the thmg he does th

greater the thing he wants to do. .
It is mobt labor int itself that is repugnant to man;. it is fnbt t}_fé 5
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rtion which is‘a

jis” sort 'would be ‘enormously inereased.’ T
; d the fear of want, to give to all classes Teisnre
endende,: the "decencies and-refinements- of L
ental and miotal decvelopment,  would be: Like
1. The steérile.waste would clothe itself with. .
aces where life seemied banned would ere 7.
* long. be dappled with the shade of trees and musical with'the song
f birds. Talents mow hidden, virtues unsuspected, would come. forth
make Human: life richer, fuller, happier, tioblef. £
-...Consider the pussibilities-of a state of society that gave that ep
portunity to all. Let imagination fill out the pictire; its colors gros
¢ rds to paint. Consider the moridl elevation, the intel: "
al life. Consider how by a thousand actionsand- ™ .
ers of every community are linked together, -
‘‘in the. present condition_ of things evenm the fortuhate few:
d upon the apex of the social pyramid must suifer, though
3 ow it.mot, fromt the want, igriorance, and degradation that are ~
derneath. Consider thesé things.and flien say whether the chang
opose-would not be for the:benefit: of every one-—even the gre:
oider? - Would he not be safer of the future of his-childreniin-
them penniless i .such a state of soclety thamn-in leaving them,
o in this? Did such a state of society anywhere exist;
he 1ot buy eatrance to.it eheaply by giving up all his possessions?
have now traced to theirssource socidl weakness and disease. I
shown: the remedy. L have covered. evéry point and met every
‘ the probleins that we have. been considering, greal a
i blejiis greater yet—into, the grindest problemis

) THE LAW OF HUMAN PROGRESS -
e conclusions at which we have arrived afe correct, theg; wills

der’ & larger generalization.- .
CE€ our

owever ‘man imay. have originate _
man—just as he is now to be found. By.whatever bridge he may have*
ossed the wide chasm which now in any Jlower condition. than. that
lich savages, oreé still to be riet; separates him-fromi thé bruies, .
‘rerhain -of it no vestiges. Between the lowest savages of whom
owr. and the highest animdls, there is an irreconcilable differerice— .
ren - merely of degree; but of kind. Many of the character-
d emotions of man are exhibited by the lower animals;
“thar, ng matter how low in the scale of bumanity, has never .
vet béen found destitute of one thing of which no animal shows the, .~
~glightest trace, 8. clearly,xjecogngble but most undefinable something,.

hich’ gives him.the power of improvement—which makes him the
rogressive animal. ; - T

curses It i§ only labor-which + .

*

R

Y

inquiry “from 2 higher stand~

d, ol we know of him is as

such things have never yet béen found, or heard of, excépt in fable: :
That is to say, man, wherever, we know him, exhibits this' power—of . -
supplementing  what nature has doneé for him by what he does for . °
himself; and, in fact, so inferior is the physical endowment of man,
ihat there is nio part of the world, save perhaps some of the small islands
of’ the Pacific,” where without this faculty he could maintain an
existence. : 5 .
- The varying degrees in which this faculty is used cannot be ascribed
to differences in original capacity—the most highly improved peoples
of the present day were savages within historic times, and we meet with -
the widest differences between peoples of the same stock. Nor can -
they be wholly ascribed to differences in physicial environment-—the
cradles of learning and the arts are now in many cases tenanted by
bharbarians, and within a few years great cities rise on the hunting
grounds of wild tribes. S
_ Beyond perhaps the veriest rudiments, it becomes possible £or man
to improve only as he lives with his fellows. All these improvements,
therefore, in man’s powers and condition we summartize in the term
civilization. Men improve as they become civilized, or learn to co-
operate in society. ) ’ .
What is the law of this improvement? By what common prineciple
can we explain the different stages of civilization at which differént
communities have arrived? . ] ] .
- The view which now dominates the world of thoughi is this: That
the struggle for existence, just in proportion as it becomes intense,
impels men to new efforts and inventions, That this improvement and
capacity for improvement is fiXxed by hereditary iransmission, dnd
extended. by the tendency of the best adapted individual, or most
improved individual, to survive and propagate among individusls, and
of the best adapted, or most improved tribe, nation, or race to survive
in the struggle between social aggregates. On this theory the differ-
ences between man aind the animals, and differences in the.relative
progress of men, are now explained as confidently, and all but as
generally, as a little while ago they were explained. upon the theory of
spe¢idl creation and divine inferposition.

.. = 'The practical otitcome of this theory as in a sort of hopeful Tatalism,

of ‘which carrent literature is full. In this view, progress is the result .
of forces which work slowly, steadily and remorselessly, for the elevation
of man. War, slavery, tyranny, supersiitution, famine and pestilence,
the want and miséry which fester in modern ecivilization, are the Im-
pelling causes which drive man on, by eliminating poorer types ard
extending - the higher; and hereditary transmission is the power hy
which advances aré fixed, and past advarices made the footing for new .
advances. The individual Is the result of changes thus impressed upcn -
and perpetuated threough a long series of past individuals, and the -
social ofganization takes its form from the individuals of which it is
composed. We have reached such a point that progress seems to be

" natural with us, and we leok forward confidently to the greater

achievements of the coming race—scme even holding that the progress
of science will finally give men immortality and enable them to make
bodily the tour not only of the planets, but of the fixed stars, and at

lex_lgth to manufacture suns and systems for themselves. .- .

But without soaring to the stars, the moment that this-theory. of
progression, which seems so natural to us amid an advancing. eivilizg-
{ion, looks around the world, it comes against an enormous fact-—the .
fixed, -petrified ecivilizations. The majorify of the human- racg to-day
have no idea of progress; the majority of the human race to-day look
tas until a few generations ago our own ancestors looked) upon the

past as the time of human perfection. ,

If progress be the result of fixed laws, inevitable and 'etemél,: ﬁkﬁ-ich
impel men forward, how shall we account for this? S
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: it s hoki mherely these-arrested civilizations. that the currern
. ﬁheﬁg}‘:o “developinent fsz;,ils to account for.. It mnpt_‘*me_x‘-.el_y-_.ﬁt_hafn 1.11.'%1% 3
" " pave gone so far on the path of progress and then stopped; it is -tha
* Fnen have gone far on the path of progress and then gone b_ac_ig..::Evek;y
“ . ilization that the world has yef seen.has had its period of ¥
Nrth. of arrest and stagnation; its decline and fall. tnche ot
" In truth, nothing could be further from. explaining the fac sf_.o_ _
"11'1vérs:a;1='histor‘y. than this theory -thaf civilization: is the result, @ -ha
nsa of natural ‘selection which operates to Imprave and elevate the

ourse
- Not merely seneral rule, bub.the universal rule, Is the reverse of
ih N%h?%‘fghﬂilsﬂ’gle tomb of ’th_e dead empires, no less than of _giq?i_d. :
men; Instead of progress’ fitting men for grgaj;_er. Progress, every civill-
“zalion that was in its own time as vigorous and advancing as OEI% is,
ow.. has of itself come to. & stop. Over and over again, arl nas
eclinied, learning. sunk, power waned, . population become s_par_s%,
nfil the people who had built great. temples and mighty c1131e§,“_tgmed=
&rsand pierced mountains, culfivated the earth like a ggrd_e;:;_' and.
whiced ‘the utmost refinement into the minute affairs of life; é?d?
4 But in 4 remnant of squalid barbarians, whe had lost even. the
memory. of what their dncestors had done, and .rega_rded_ the__ surv_wmgkf_
Spments of their grandeur as the work of: geni, or of -fhe ml_gh‘ty race

e T E S the Tace forever, but, even if it be admitted. that each
gziebg%npxl"gg:;s %1515 made possible a higher waye and each civilization -
snssed ‘the, toreh to 4 greater civilization, _ ha lization
vaneces-by changes wrought in the nature of man fails fo ‘exp % o
& facts;- for in every case it i§ not the race which has been edu_cabe_ 1.
: Leroditarily moditied by the old civilization that begins the new, but -
5 frosh race coming from a lower level. It is the. ‘barbarians of ,__‘r-he)G I?%e"' '_
epoch who have been the civilizéd men 6f the next; to be m 1t eir
“.furh succeeded by fresh barbarians. o

ihis universal fact, thé moment that it is récognized, disposes of the
§ 'oglﬁhﬁ“;fmgres‘; is by hereditary transmission. Looking over. the

LOLY "¢ Rt R . 7 Y articular
oyl leneth of time with any line of heredity. On any par
i%i;e‘%I%yhere%ity;t_etrcgression seems always to follow advance.

fhate 1 individual life—that every social aggregate has, a3 it were,
g %i§€:i:.na$o;n.t of energy, the expenditure. of which necessifates

decay? [
he Jife of a solar system 1 _ ypot; he

gxlled '.ll'lifg?ntof)f the _smn':gre prodiced by thé aggregation of atoms evolving

- imotion: which finally ceases when the atoms at length come to a state -

" of equilbrium or rest; and a- state of immobility succeeds, which ¢an

Be broken in to again

tse the process of evolition, integrating motion and dissipating matier

£¢ An the 107 . : Evolve mOouloil DY, 11 O e
s+ anay be. . does the ageregation of individuals'in a cominunity evolve

kR ;n?grgggraﬁféh produc’:_e’sgthe light -and warmth of civilization, b__ut._w_hen
“%his process ceases and the individual components are brought into a.
staté of equilibrium, assuming their fixed places, petrifaction ensues,
d the breaking up snd diffusion caused by an incursion of barbarians
necéssary to the recommencement of the process and a new growth
f civilization. . N

" ‘Bul analogies are the most dangerous modes

1iay conneet resen _ g D Wit
21l wich analogies ave supernatiral. While its members are constantly.
produced in all the fresh vigor of childhood, a. community cannot-

‘4%
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itions have died and made no sign, and hard-won progress ...

the theory that civilization ,

‘iﬁgfory* of the world, the line-of greatest advance does not coinelde .
“Shail we thérefore say that there is- 2. national or race life, ds

: v mav be drawn between the. life of a. soclety and
An analogy e upon the nebular hypothesis. As the heat

only by the impact of ekternal forces, wliich e~ .

the form of gas, again. to evolve motion by its eondensation; 50, it

of thought: “They: _
i blances and yet disguise or cover up the truth. And -

old, as does a'man, by the decay of its powers. While its aggregate . - -

*force. must be the sum-of the forces of its individual components, a
comprimity eanrigt 1nsé vital power unless the vital powers of its com-
ponents are lessened. - o £n T e

Yet in' both the common-analogy which: likens the lifé power of & .
riation to that of an individual, and in the one 1 have-supposed, lurks -

- v the recogniilon of an obvious truth--the truth that the obstacles
“whieh finally bring progress to a halt are raised by the courge of
progress; . that whal- has destroyed all previous CiV_lllZ_at]:.OIlS_ hag been.
- the conditions preduced by thé growth of civilization itself.. Ea

In. attempting to discover. tlie law of human progress, the first
step must be to determine the essential nature of thoese difference:
which we describe éds difference In civilization, . .

That the current philosophy, which attributes social progress to
changes wrought in the nature of man, does not accord with histerical
facts, we have already seen. And we may. also see, if we consider fhem,
that thé difference between communities in different stages of civiliz
fibn cannet beé ascribed to Innate differences in the individuals whi
‘compose these communities. The influence of heredity, which it iy

. noyr, the fashion to rate so highly, is as nothing compared with the-
influences which meild the man after-he comes into the world. .

. -Take two brothers, the sons of poor parents, brought up in tlie
. same home and in the $ame way. One is put to a rude trade, and
A never gefs beyond the necessity of making a living by hard. daily .
: labor; the other, commencing as an errand boy, gets a start in aripther
. direction, and becomes finally a successful lawyer, merchant, or ‘poli=™
tieian.. At forty or fifty the contrast between: them will be striki
and the inreflecting will credit it to the greater natural ability Wi .
has endbled the one to push himself ahead. But just as striking:..g.
difference in manners and intelligence will be manifested between.
sisters, one of whom, married to.a man who has remained poor; has-
; fe fretted with pétty cares abd deveid of opportunities, arid. the:
I whom has married a man whose subsequent position brings

¢ 1 . PrIgSs:
nte cultured. sociely and opens to her opportinifies which réfing
f and -expand intelligence. . : R
, for instance, a Iarge number of criminals and recipienis of
relief in New York bhave been shown to-have descended . from a-
#hree-or four generations back is extensively cited as showing
- fransmissiors Bubt it shows nothing of the kind, inasmiuch™:
fuate. explanation of the facts is-nearer. Paupers will. raise
rety. if-the children be not their own, just as familiar contact -
s orimyinals will make criminals of the children of virtuous parents:-
hese differences are certainly nof innate. No baby is born: a:.
i odist- or Catholic; to drop its. I’s or to souhd them. All these.-
- differences which distingtish différent groups or circles are derived
©  irom associdtion. in these circles.. - e
o . The Jews have maintaifned the purity of their blood more serupu-~
- lously and for a fat longer-lime tharn aty of the European races, yef .
I am inclined- to think That the: only characteristic that can be at- - -
tributed to this is that of physioclognemy, and this is in reality far legs
marked than is conventionally supposed, as .ahy oné whe will take
- the itrouhblé may see on observation: Althoigh they hdve congtantly
married among themselves, the Jews hawvs evetywhere' been’ modified
. by .their surroundings—the -English, Russian, Polish; Geérm:
Oriental Jews differing from one anotheér n many respeécts as
do the other people of those countries. 'Yt they have much in el
and have  everywhere - preserved ‘their mmdividuglity. "'The réason
clear. It is the Hebrew religion—and certainly religior’is mot ir
.mitted by generation, but by association—which has eveérywher
‘served the distinctiveness of the Hebrew race. Thus has been B
and maintained  a cerfain peculiar environmens which gives w5 ¢
tinctive character. Jéwish intermarriage hus been fthe effect] riot

A
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_eaiise of this. What persecution which stopped short of taking Jewish

children from their parents and bringing them up outside of this pe-
. culiar environment could not accompiish, will be accomplished by
‘the lessening intensity of réligious belief, as is already evident In the
United States, where the distinetion between Jew and Gentile is fast
disappearing. - ’ - o

“ These obvious principles fully aceount for all the phenomena which
are seen in lae reeting of one stage or hody of culiure with another,
without resort t the theory of ingrained differences.
“ I do not deny the influence of heradits in transmitting peculiarities
‘of the mind in the same way, and possibly to the same degree, as

«- hodily peculiarities are transmitted. But this is the great fact with

- which we are concerned: That the differences betweéen the people of
«communities in different places .and af different times, which we

. call differences of civilization, are not differences which inhere in the
. sndividuals, but differences which inhere in the society. ’

What, then, is the law of human progress—the law under which
civilization advances? ; .
< Mind is the instrument by which man advances, and by which each

advance is secured and made the vantage ground for new advances,
KMental power is, therefore; the motor of progress, and men tend to
advance in proportion to the mental power expended in progression—
. the mental power which is devoted to the extension of knowledge;. the
" improvement of methods; and the betterntent -of social eonditions.

:  Now mental power is a fixed guantity—that is te say, there Is a
limit to thé& work a man can do with his mind, as. there is to the work
he can do with his body: therefore, the mental power which can be
‘devoted to progréss is only what is left after what is required for non-
progressive purposes. : : .

ST Now, as in a separzted state the whole powers of man are required

to maintain existence, and mental power is set free for higher uses
only ‘by the association of men jin communities, which permits the

division. of labor and all the economies which come with the co-opera-
iion of ihcreased pumbers, asscciation is the first essential of progress.
Improvement becomes possible as men come together in peacefill as-
° gociation, and the wider and closer the association, the greater the
. .. possibilities of improvement. - . :

" Thus associafion in equality is the law of progress. ‘

Here is the law of progress, which will -explain all diversities, all
advances, all halts, and.refrogressions. Men tend to progress just as
they come closer fogether, and by ¢o-operation with each other in-
crease the mental power that may be devoted to improvement, hut just
as conflict is provoked, or association develops inequality of condition
and- power, this tendeney to progression is lessened, checked, and
finally reversed. . .

. = Now, warfare is the negation of ‘association. The separafion of men
into diverse tribes, by increasing warfare, thus checks improvement;
while. in the localities where a lafge increase in numbers is possible

;

without much separation, civilization gains the advantage of exemption
from tribal war, even when the community as a whole is carrylng on
svarfare beyond its borders. And _thus, when -small, separated com-
munities exist in a state of chronic wariare which forbids advance, the
first step to their civilization is the advent of some conguering tribe
or nation that unites these smaller communities intq a larger one, in
which "internal peace is preserved. Where this power of peaceable
assoeiation is broken up, either by external assaults or internal dissen=-
sions, the advance ceases and retrogression begins. -

.. But it is not conguest alone that has separated to promote associa-
tion, and, by liberating mental power from the necessities of warfare,
to promote civilization. Commerce, which is in itself a form of associa-
tion or. co-operation, cperates to promote civilization, not only directly,
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but by building up interésis which are -opposed. to warfare; and dis-
pelling: the ignorance which is fthe fertile mother of prejudice and’
animogities. . - o o R

And so of religion. Though the forms it has assumed sand the
animosities it has aroused have offen sundered meén and -produced
Wa%jfare, yet it has at other times.been the means of promoting” asso-
clation. . . -

Looking over what we know of the history of the world, we thus
see -civilization everywhere springing up where men are brought into
assoeiation, and everywhere disappearipng as this association is broken
0p. .

- Now, as society grows, the disposition to continue previous social
adjustments tends.to lodge this collective power, as it arises, in the '
hands of a portion of the community; and this unequal distribution of
the wealth and power gained as sociefy advances tends to produce
greater inequality, since aggression grows by what it feeds on, and the
idea of justice is blurred by the habitual toleration of injustice. :
. But the great cause of ineguality ig in the natural monopoly which
ig given by the possession of land. Amrd inequality once established, the
ownership of land tends to concentrate as development goes on.

- A community divided into a class that rules and a class that is
‘ruled—into the very rich and the very poor, may “build like gianfs and
finish like jewelers:” but it will be monuments of ruthless pride and
barren vanity, or of 2 religion turned from ifs office of elevating man
into an instrument for keeping him down.. Invention may for awhile
to some degree go on; but it will be the invention of refinements in
luxury, not the inventions that relieve toil and increase power. In the
arcana of temples or in the chiambers of couri physicians knowledge may
still be- sought; but it will be hidden as a secret thing, or if it dares
eome out to elevate common thought or brighten common life, it will

be trodden down as a dangerous innovator, ; ’

_ -« Tt is in this way that petrifaction succeeds progress. The advance
" of inequality necessarily brings improvement to a halt, and as it stilt -
persists or provokes unavailing reactions, draws even upon the mental
power neeessary for maintenance, and retrogression begins,

~7 Maodern civilization owes its superiority fo the growth of equality

- with: the growth of association. :

. The law of Human progress, what is it but the moral law? Just as
" gocial adjnstments promote Justice, just as they acknowledge the
equality of right between man and man, just as they insure to each
other the petrfect lberty which is bounded only by the equal liberty of
every other, mush civilization advance. Just as they fail in this, must

advaneing civilization come to a halt and recede.

THE CENTRAL TRUTH

He would have been a rash man who, when Augustus was changing
the Ronie of brick to the Rome of marble; when wealth was augmenting
and maghificence increasing, when victorious legions were extending
the frontier, when manners ‘were- bécoming more refined, language
more polished, and literature rising to higher splendors—he would
have been a rash man who then would have said that Rome was entering
her decline. Yet such was the case. o ) i

~ And whoever will look may see that though our civilization is ap-
parently advancing with greafer rapidity than ever,-the same cause
which turned Roman progress into retrogression is operating now..

What Hhas destroyed every previous civilization ha§ been the
tendency to the unequal distribution of wealth and power. This same
tendency, operating with increasing force, is observable in our civiliza- -
tion to-day, showing itself in every progressive community, and with
greater intensity the mire progressive the community. i
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.. abandoh: popular elections. It was cenfuries after Caesar before’ the-

) ) - tinequal distribution of wealth.

.- guarters of great cities, and you,may see, even new, their gathering

" . wariee, may be so gradual as to atiract no attention at the time; nay,

- Independence—the “self-evident” truth that is the heart and soul of

“To_turn a republicxn’ government into 4 despotism ihe basest and
most brutal, it is noi hecessary formally to change ifs constifition- or-.

*, absolute master of the Roman world pretended 46 rule other than by -~

© authority. of a Senate that trembled before him. ) _

" 'Thus in1 the United States to-day is republican government running .
the course it must inevitably follow under conditions which cause the. -

Where that course leads is clear fo whoever will think. As ¢orrupticn
- becomes chronic; ‘as public spirit is lost; as traditions of honor, wirtue,
and patriotismi are weakened; &8 law is brought into contempt and

reforms become hopeless; then in the festering mass will be gensrated .

" vwoleanic forces, which shatier and rend when seeming accidernt giveés

. them vent., Strong, unscrupulous men, riging up upon occasion, will
become the exponents of blind popular desires or Tierce popular passiohs,
" and - dash aside forms that have lost their vitality. ) :

" .. I speak of the United States only because the United States is the
most advanced of all the great nations. What shall we say of Europs,
where dams of ancierit law and-cusfom, pen up the swelling waters and
standing armies weigh down the safety valves, though-year by year the
- fires grow hotter. underneath? Furope tends to republicanism under
conditions that will not_admit of {rue republicanism—under conditions
< that substifute for the calm and august figure of Liberty the petroleuse -

" and the guillotine! : ; ’ .

- . i . ., —
Whence shall come the new barbarians? Go through the squalid -
hordes! How shall Iearning perish? Men will cease to read, and books
T will kindle fires and be turried info cartridges! .
And how the retrogression df civilization, following a period of ad-

how that decline must necessarily, by the great majority of men, he = -
- mistaken for advance, is easily seen. . .
. The really good writer would not find readers; he would be re-
garded as rude, dry, or dull. And so would the drama decline; not be-
cause there was a lack of good plays, but because the prevailing taste -
became more and more that of a less cultured c¢ldss, who, of course,
regard that which they most .admire as the best of its kind. And so,
- too, of religion; the superstitions which a superstitious people will add
to it will be regarded by them as improvements. While, as the decline
goes on, the return to barbarism, where it is not in ifself regarded as an
advarce, will seem rnecessary to meet the exigericies of the times. .

~ What change may come, no mortal man can tell, but that some
great change must come, thoughiful men begin fo feel. The civilized
world is trembling on the verge of a great movement. Either it must
be a leap forward, which will open the way to advances yet undreamed .
. of; or it must be a plunge downward, which will carry us back toward

- barbarism: - ' L ’

The reform I have .proposed accords with all that is politically,

socially, or morally desirable. If has the gualities of a-true reform,
for it will make all other reforms. easier. What is it but the carrying -
out {1 a letter and spirit of the truth enunciated in the Declaration of

the Declaration— “Thet all men are created equal; that they are en-
dowed by their Creafor with certain unalienable rights; that among
“these are life, liberty and the pursuif to happiness!” - .

+. - 'Thege rights are denied when the equal risht to land—on which
and by which men alone can live—is denied. Equality of political rights
will not compensate for the denial of the equal right to the bounty of
nature: Political liberty, when the equal righ$ to land is denied, becomes
- _as population increases and invention goes on, merely the liberty to
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< compete for employment at starvation woges. This is the truth thal .-
we have ignored. . o LT e . S
.." We honor Liberty in name and in form. We set up her status and
- sound her praises. Buf we have not fully' trusted her. And with our
growihl so grow her demands, Shé will Have no half service! -
Shall we not trust her? : o
In our time; as in times before, creep on the insidious forces that,
producing inequality, destroy Liberfy. On the horizon the clouds begin
© to lower. Liberty calls fo us again., We must follow her further: we

must trust her fully. Either we must wholly accept her or she will not - &

stay. . : : .
Our primary social adjustment is a denial of justice. In allowing
cnte marn to own the land on which and from which other men must live, -
- -we have made fhem his bondsmen in a degree which increases as
material progress goes on. This is the subtile aichemy that in ways
they do not realize is exiracting from the masses in every civilized
country the fruits of their weary toil; thai is instituting a harder and
more-hopeless slavery in place of that which has been destroyed; thas
is bringing political despotism out of political freedom, and must scon
transmute democratic institutions into anarchy. o :
- The fiat has gone forth! With steam and electricity, and the tew
powers of progress, forces have entered the world that will compel us ta .
a higher plane or overwhelm us, as nation after nation, as ctvilization
after civilization, have been overwhelmed before. It is the delusion-
which precedes destruclion that sees in' the popular unrest with
which the civilized world is feverishly pulsing only.the passing effect of |
ephemeral causes.” Befween democratic ideas and the aristocratic -
adjustments of soclety there is an. irreconcilable conflict. Here in. .
the United States, as there in Europe, it may be seen arising. .‘Wa. .
- caniiol-go on permitting men to vote and foreing them to tramp. We
canhot go on educaiing boys and girls in our public schools and then:
. .refusing them the right to earn an honest living. L
- But if; while there is yet time, we turn to Justice and obizy-her,

'+ if we trust Liberty and follow her, the dangers that néw threaten must

disappear, the forces that now menace will turn to agencies of elevition.

Think of the poweis now wasted; of the infinite fields of knowledge yet -

to be explored; of *he possibilities of which the wondrous inventions of

this century give us but a hint. With want destroyed; with ereed

.y changed fo noble passions; with the fraternity that is born.of equality

. taking the place of the jealousy and fear that now array men against
each other; with mental power loosed by conditions that give to the
humblest® comfort “and” leisure; who shall measure the heighty to
which our civilization may soar? ) : )
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