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The prison labor problem brings up in another way the same
fuﬁdamental question which lies at the bottom of the tariff contro-
versy. Through the failure to make the necessary appropriation

for eontinuing'work a grea® part of the convicts in the New York

 “"state prisons are already locked up in idleness, ard unless some
legislative action isktaken there will be in a few weeks no work
for any ofrtheﬁ. The legislature hsas been called together by Gover--
nor Hill, but the same'difficulty ﬁhich pfevented the making of
?approp:igtiens af the'regular gsession confronts it ; the idea that
the employment of conviets in remunerative work lessens the amount
of work that free laborers can get. This is the same ;dea which
gives its pepplar strength %o protection. At the bettom both of
the restrictionswon the impo¥tation of foreign producfs and of ﬁhe
oppcsition to prison 1abof lies the notion that work is a fixe&
quantity ~ that the doing of productive work by one people or by 6he_
individual prevenﬁs the doing qf it by ancther people or another
individual; that instead of being a means to an end - the production
of wealth - work is-in,itself a precious thing thst we ought to
save for ourselves, by preventing other people from doing it. The
demand that conviets shall bé supoorted at public expense without
doing anything to support themselives, or that they shall be put %o
unremunerative labor, seems frrational enough, but the idea from
which it SPrith have been industriously fomeﬁted by one part of
the press and negatively indorsed by the other. It is but one of
the paradoxés that spring from ocur denial to labor of access to the

natural opportunities of labor. The menopolization of land that we



encourage produces an artificial scarcity of the element on which
and from which lsbor can,aibne'bé exerted, thét shows itself im an..
artificiai Scardity ef:empleyment - in a séeming supersbundance of |
labor. The legislature ma& pateh as it will at the prison probiem.
It is but one of the meny pressing and threatening social questions
that can only be settled by going to the root of all labor-questi@msiih
and opening to labor the naturai opportunities for employmeptf‘
Signed: Henry .George,

July 21,1888.



