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Address by Henry George at Branch Meeting

_ of tha Unlversal Peaca Union.

- The follow1ng repcrt af the address by Henry George, at the
meetlng of the. Duchess Braneh of the Unfﬁarsal Peace Uhion at Wiley's
Groce near Eeughkeep31e, H.Y.; on Sunday, Aug. 25, 1889 . WES puhlished :
in the Standard for Septe 21, of the same year. | ' s

Hr. Presidant, Laaias an& Gentlemen'
I am glad to be here thls Sabbath afternoen and to take part in

this assemblage of one of the twe Ameriean branches of the Internation—'"

gl Peate Soeletys_ Th;s pert of the State of Few York, this county

of Buchess, receiVed'in-thé beginning, 1 hélieve, a large infusion_

of the pecple called "Friends" - thasa.wha, iﬁ an age when trus religiom
seenmed buried‘ben@athifcrmaliém gnd, in the temjles'ereétedfto Ghriét,
'th_e ‘ti"uﬁhs of Ghi‘istianity ware forgotte'ng- taught thet men should look

7 to the inward 1ight, shaﬁld 1istén_te the inward promptings, and in

ii- :daily life and ocemversation should model their conduct ﬁpon $h3 pr1nq%q:
~ ple of the "pPrinee of Peace." Their peculiar garb is now seldom éeén'

their pecullar speech is seldom ‘heard, unless it be in the privaey of -

their domestic elrcles' but this gatherlng hare today is one of the
evidences that their spirit yet lives. And there is need of it to—day -

of that beasring of teéstimony agasinst war end the spirit of war; of

that bearing of testimony for peace and the Prince of Peace.
Twenty centuries have almost gone singe over the stsble in Beth-
lehem of Judea, the angels sang thelr song of "Peace on earth, to men

good will." Yet never before has the earth seen such monstrous armies;
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-neveg befcre haérhuman ingenuity and humén industry:héen devoted't?
the preﬁaration of éueh ﬁerrifiC‘éngihes of destruction. A few years
ago I came aeross the Atlantie w1th an Amerlcan inventor.' We were
'talkinw of the possibilltias of aer1a1 navigation of the time. wheﬂ '
man mlght at last gratlfy that desire that has probably been’ latent
in every human breast 31nee the flrst marn w1tneased the gracaful fiight
of the bird. He said to me that in his opinian it was merely a ques-
tion of‘eommaréial demand, and added; "Do you know what to-day is the
most eertain road to profit foxr the 1nventor9 If he invents anything;
that-ls to augment the cemfort_of mgn, there isltéil trouble -weriy
aﬁd in nine eaées éut of ten failure Eefare'him. The thing o which
. he cah certainly saccead, the thing for which he can 1mmediately get
meney, is to 1nvent somathing that will des troy life and proparty, a:
411ttle quicker, and the govermments of the world will meke haste to
pay him any prica for 1t. ' |
' A few weeks ago I Walked ené morning &bwn the Avenue Du-Grand
Armee in Parig;; A Freﬁeh regiment of the line was mafghing up the _
éVenue, w{th fifeqaﬁd drum ccfps_aﬁ-their head. As-that.regigent moved
‘along I was about the only one who turned my head to look at it. The
people'of the city.se&med to pay no attention_whétever to it, so uéed
are thej to the sight of soldiers, so ﬁsed are they to tﬁis'thing of
taking men in the prime of life, from their familiés, from ﬁheir ocou-
pations, and turniﬁg them trso mere kiiling—mﬁchinﬁs.

Against these gréat.armaments; against this idea that war is g
megessafy thing, this maatiﬁg is a protest. 4nd such protest is nesded.

Even in the churches men preach‘peace_in words, bust glorify war in
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their hearts! In Windsor Gastle.is'é rodm,prepared ét tha‘expenée:
of millions 5f deli&rs of 6ﬁr money by the present queen_of,Englanﬁ,
‘88 one. of ﬁhe'numerous tgatimogials to her love for;her deceased
husﬁaﬁd, In that'magnifiéent room; lined with polished méible; lies
an effigy of Pringe Albert on s mérhlé_céu@hiof staté. He 13 0¥8&
fro&:ne@%@to hé@l infthe'armdr of a wﬁ?rior and the gqueﬁfia anyy@ited
bY'earﬁingé of the.BBSSi@nrbf Christ - the agony, the blédﬂyiswéaigf
the crucifixion, the dewent, and the burial. This is typical of much
of ouf G@%istianitﬁé ﬁha vory Prince of Peage - he~whqée mission it E
. was_to‘prééah gpodfwili-améng‘mém; torfa§§§ that thq'sﬁ@rd might be
baaﬁen into the plowshare, and the speanint§ the_prunihg-héOk ~ his
name-and. his effigy is used to support the state of kings, to glérigy'
the spirit that sends men hyiﬁhe millidns to'the grava.befbré their'
time, that ieavés wqmen,aesolata and wiaowea at hHoms. It}?ught'te be
curg to protqst égainst this spirit. It‘ouéht to be ourg; nét.merely
as individuals, but as a‘nation, ) |
| | The Gleryfof.Our Flag.

What ia'thp glory of*this_fiag? What are the benefits that the
Hnibﬂ'it symbolizes coﬁfars upon us? Is not its chief benefit the
' péa@e; that exists between so many éeveyaign'States; that from the
At}antic to the Pacific; from the Lakes to thé‘Gulf, there is no digiq-
ing line guarded by sentinels and doﬁtea with custom houses to inter-
fare_with free exchange? Simty-five millions of people on the temm r-
ate zone of & great qentiﬁent. Sixty-five millions of people with
higher intelligence and eduéaticn than exists among any other people
on earth to-day, with no war-like neighbdrs of superior strength or

feeling of enmity with néne of the old world hatreds, with none of the



fierce passions which array‘the nations of’Eufope égainst éach-other.
This ought to be the Hationrqf nations to lead the world in peace.
Yet lock &t ou:.paltry attempts to imitate the naﬁies,of'Europe?,AEdék
at. us keeping a stending army'fcr which.we have ne use whatever; in
the fime of peaee{_ %hererié ﬁé'need of & staﬁding army or a stanaing
névy; Toe st¥ong to fear 1njustiee from any nation on earth we ought
to be too great to do it. ' | ‘

© The remark of Professor Gardnar,_who said this mo:ﬁing that the
“exterﬁal-ié but the”eﬁtwara sign and menifestation of the internal,"
%hat wafrexists on the aaéth today, and the enargiés of nétions‘are
spent in devisiﬁg-méaﬁs of aéstruetibﬁ because the inward spirit is
warliké, is,tfue.' It“is“trﬁe“even'in“thiswrepubiig;“"HéVGWWﬁ”aSWyet"”
learned the lassongthat-the interests of mankind are interwoven so thst
egéh_is dependent on the qthéi? Have we yet learﬁa& the great lessom

that we can ettain our own comfort and'our own profit by prgmoting

the comfort and profit of othersg? Why, lock at this Ameriean Rﬁpuhl@c;j.

From one bardqr'to the'other! 4mericans-can,freely trade with A@ericéns;

but when you arrive at the Natignal line, there you will find a custom
hogée”officer to prevent Amsricans from trading with Canadians, or
Eurdpeans, or Meiicans. Consider ﬁhe.pettineSS of this great N&tion
of sixty-five millions of people, degreding itself with the idea that
it needs a "baby aet” %o érevent‘ﬂmericgn industries from.being-ruined
by the paup;r labor of Burope. Aﬁd‘we are gcinglffom bad to worse. |
We are beginning to look askance“at men who come here wanting to work,
when, a few years ago, as you older people will remember, we welcomed
them. But toaay we are beginning to think and act a8 though there were

too'many_people in this country.



" The Complement of Mons ter Weslth.

I droée yesteraaj afternocn with a‘friand'af*mine aléng the road
between Dobbs Forry and Tarrytown and he told me thet on this rosd
ware the summer houses of 31xty millianalres.r‘mh§§ﬁ gggrégaté ﬁealtﬁ_is -
estimated at from $500,000,000 to $1_,ooo,,-eoc_>;0qs,—f Whgfs‘fis- the comple-
_ﬁént af Suéh ﬁenstrbus:wealtﬁ as tﬁat? It is the tfamp and7ﬂ3'pauper.
Wealth is produeed by labar- and when a few men ean gather to themsalves:-“
rsueh accumnlations of the products of labor oth&r menrhg;thnusands ang
milllans must g0 w1thaut the things. that their later‘produaes. Where
there iz such monstrous wealth on the one hand there must be deep pover-
ty.on &he-ether. gut of sueh mons trous 1nequality as we see belng de-
véloped here, must come war. ﬁhen Christ was born the clvilized ‘world
Was hushed in tha'Reman peace. Not & true peace, but a peace maintained:
by the malled hands of the 1egions. But underneath that peace wag the
spirit of oppression, ana_oppr3381on élways méans war. | ' |
| ' Graat.estatés were growing then in Italy,as'they afe grewing today
in the’Hepublie of the West, Slgvery exiétéa, énd was inereasing'aﬁdi
ground down by taxation and eaten out by morigages, 'the-tiliars of the
soll were p3331ng inte tanants and irto mere éay laborers, and Romse,
seemingly securerfrom outside danger, wes rotting &t the heart. Then
came corruption, vidlence, civil war, the dedline of civilization, till
~the barbarians bursting thraugh.the cirecle that sesmed onee so sirong,
found but a'shell. it withln uur Republic this aggrevation of. wealth
goas on, this mons trous P@ﬁaﬁ on the one hand, this monstrous poverty

n the other, the time must come aw it cams to the civilization of old;
when the flames of temple and museum and college will light men to des-

truction.



7 He who'woﬁld_insura peace, aye, he who would:bring peace in its

full true meaning - must*loek deeper fﬁaﬁ to érhitration baﬁWéen ﬁa~'
tions; he must endeavor to puild the very Eoundatlons ef the ﬁtate Uup=
on the firm-rock of justice. War comes from injustlce, peaea eomes
from 3ustice* fram the securlng to each man ef hlS rlght~ from the'
glVlﬁg to each of that which is his due. Now, look at the world. teéay.
Look over even this new RePublie of the West., Whaﬁ do we fiﬁ@? Thou-
sands ang thousan&s of men and Women labpring héﬁ& and long for aimaref'
plttanes, for merely énoﬁgh to live om, the grest bedy of the people
finding it a strain and a straggle $0 merely llve. Wiﬁh all. our ad-
: vantages, with all our advances fhe grcwing intensity 1n the struggla
for ekistenee 1s:everywhere shew1ng itself.in the increase 0f,suieides,
in the incresse of lunatic asylums and of their immates, in the array-
ing agaiﬁst each other of inaust:ial clagses. The industriﬁl‘Wars

' eslled strikes'énd lock~outs are on1y7sem6what iess dissstrous than

the wars of heétilé armies; éﬁd thamf?nwing ill feeling manifested in

onr 1ndustr1a1 llfe is passing into legislatlon and into our party
pelitics. |
True Eeaee.

If we would really have peace and the prosperity that is born
of true pesce, lat us study these industrlal problems, let us dlscbver
the cause of the bitter competition that is everywhere felt. If there
are too many pecﬁle in the'country, what is the reason for 147 Is it
the niggardliness of the Greaﬁor? Has he mede the uis take of bringing
more peeﬁla into the world than he has made provision for? No ons can
| look around the world today‘aﬁd say that this is so. Whoever looks

must say, it is not qu' Ther-e is more than enough for all. If all o -
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not hafq enough, it is not because enough has notrheen,proviaed-by the
Gragtqr, but_baéause;so much of what has been prdviaea is, in our
gread énd bad management wastéds Look over tha Illinais coal flelds '
toaay. Ameriean citizens wha would 1ike to be at uork are starving. |
They are only kept allve by tha contributions of charity, that have
baen pouring 1n, Thesa aeal,mxnars—have had a diffieulty‘wlth their
a&plcyers. The eméieﬁaré Héva éhut-déwn.théir mines,énd refused %0
emplaftthem;:the Gonsequénce is they are starving. There is a wrong

. saﬁehwhﬁie. Whara'is=i$?—-ﬁothing is ﬁore cartaiﬁ tban that no mén:
-hgs any-fightNte ingist that‘aﬁéther éhall suploy him, unless 1t be
that every man has the right to employ himself. BEsch men has that
'rightt'_Hargjis the. wrong. There is & natursl right that men do nqt'
eﬁjoy to&aj, anﬁ that.ié a.right to employ thoae_dpp@rtunitiés,thét

the Creator made Tor thair-émp1Qyment- There is no law and there ohght
t0 be ro law that wbuld_eempel‘those coal operators to‘employ men they
“do not want to employ or fo paj them mors wages than thag*cheosa'to
PEY them. The injustice is not there; the iajﬁatiee is,in the lgﬁs
which preveﬁ$s those men from employing their own labox; that compel
tham;to go to their employe;'and get his wages to accept his employment
or else stanaﬂidle. 'In I1linois apd‘rgnnsylvania there is no searcity
of coal. Why, the mines that are worked are as nathing to the coal
that'rémaiﬁs to work. Go into Pennsylvenia where the coal has been
long worked. There you will find around the mines great stratches.of
land under which sre millions end millions of tons of coal. There it
lies; no. one is using it. - If thé coal ainers do not went to work for

their.employers, or the employers, do not want to employ the coal



‘miners, all right. Bub why should the man who wants to empley his
own laber in digging out of the sarth coal which was placed/the éarth
hefora man came upon thé earth why should he be pravented? Why s&auld
aﬁy cne come in and step between him and the natural opportunity that
- no one is using, and’ say, "No, you shall not dig out this coal; th:s |
eéalhis ﬁine%"' Here is thé wroﬁg; hers is the bottom wroﬁg; that is
,the'féot and cause of all thesé.ia&ﬁstrial troubles; the wrong;th&t
all over our eivilized world today is the cause of the monstrous in-
equelity in the distribution of wealth. | | .
What are we? ”3giéhee aBSﬁars that we are land animals living
on land end from land, én& only capable of life as we ean"obtainlaecass '
t071an&. Religien answers that we are ths equal childréen of a common |
Fgther, who prepared this wnrld through lopg ages for our temporary
aogourn for a passing phase in our exxstencaa Praparaa it not for
' any one man or any generation of men, but for the countless ganeratiens
that, inrﬂis providence, follow esch other upom it. Tgke the answer
:1ef science or the answer of religidn, and.is'it netrehvious that we
are all here, not with the right to cleim equal conditions, ‘not with
the rzght to say‘te another man hacause you have more than I, you must
-glve up a part of it to me; but with the right to the equal use of
natural opportunities? The equal right to exert our labor, as nature -
or, as I prefsr to say, the Cregtor - has intended we should exert it?
With the aqual right to-enjoy‘the products of our labor? And yet today
in our civilized eountriés, in this new country of oués, as well asg
in older ones, the &ajority of the peoplé afe.but &anants'at_the_will

.0f other human creatures.
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The Cause of Misery. .

If you. would knew the cause that has producea the gaunt mlsery .
of Irelaad the . eause that in Englana has build up one enormously riech
clags and crewded great masses of people into the poor hauses, or
laborer 8 cottages' if you wvuld know the reason why wi/th our grawth
the same mentraus 1nequﬁlities are developing, you have but %o look to
the fact that while men are land animals, while it is enly on the leng
| and freﬁ-the Lland thatfﬁhey esn 1ive, or ﬁiédueé. yet in these civili-
zed countries the great mass come into exlstenca w1thout any legal.
right whatever to &s much of the soils of the eath as they gan plant
the soles of their feet Upon. /\ |

Look &t those coal fields of Pennsylvanla and Illin@is.'-acnsidar
what that coml isi Seienee tells us that it is stored up sunshine;
the 11ght of the. sun that stremmed down upen this littls globs for
ages and ages bafore m&n appeared, gathered up by the tropieal vegeta—
tion and then prevailed, ehaﬂgea by the processes of nature into coal.

- Religion tells us that it 1s storad up 1ight, héat_and pawer,
propared by that Intelligence that she looks to as the First Cause of
ali things, placed there by the workings of His physical laws there
in the ground, that it migﬁt be ready when the creaturs came thét should
know how to’uﬁlock'it, to farnish man'with 1ight, heat, and power as
he wished. VWhom was the coal put thers for? Thers can be but one
. answer: for man} Not some particular man - not'Mr{ Coie, nor Mr, Pardes
nor the Philadélphia and Resding Coal Company, nor_the Leﬁigh'GQal and
Havigation Company, but for the use of men. Yet we meske it by our

laws the private and exclusive property of some particulsr man or men
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sp-thej5ean warn off'ether men. So that they can say:to the lsborer,
"you cannot exert your 1abor upon thege eppgrtunitles for labor unless
yeu pay 011 to us.- 7 |

Look ovar all our 1ndustrles' look over the clvillzed Warld today}
and in»thls wrong you will see the great cause that must,,lf suffered
to go on, beat plewshares into swords and prunlng hooks into spears,
.as 1t has over and over againa. _ | L

Where shall we find the ramedy9 We must if we would seek any
reme&y ge to first prineiplas to the ngtural laws. It is elear that
"if we ars all here with. the egqual permission of the Greator we are'
all hﬁge with equal rights to the use of natural elemeunts - to heat,
to 11ght to the sea, to the land. | '

Now, if the right of any man must always be measured by equal
rights of othar men, how shall we carry out that prineiple? For there
is another prlnciple that we must elearly keep in mind. It is this:
That seeurlty in the posse531on of land is neeassary to the exertion
of labor aua the best use of lahor.< No one would spsnd tha labor end
capltal neeessary to open a mine if, when he had opened it,. any one |
could come and say, "I have gust as good a rlght to it as you; there-~
fofe, I propose 1o wéfk this mine." XNo ocne woﬁld'émltivaté.a farm'if,
. when he had-imprbvéd it, any one c;nld.come up o him and éay, "hig
is as much mine as yours. " No one would build = housa erect s fac~
tory, or make any permanent improvement unless gusranteed that he
should have p0339381on of the land on which 1t attod. XNor yet is it
negessary that to acknowleﬁge the_equal rights of men in the land we

divide up the land egually.  Only a fool would think ¢f such a thing

as that. What ié-néeessary'is this: That we whould allow men poas-



'-llﬁ

essien on eguai terms. That if coal 1and for instance, is to ve
held by individuals or by companles they shall pay to the community
8 fair return for the axclusive prlvilege in that way granted to them.
On that principle we can so use natursl 0ppertunitles that all will
be plaeed upon &n equal lavel._ How?'Let mé'shéw you how..,' |

5§h %Gause of Wars.

o Let us commence at anether p01nt ‘we' w111 come out at the same
placaa There ig a right of property, and it is from the v1olation
of that fight of prcpefty that since the begimming'of_the_wufla-wars
have sprung. Go fo_tﬁe bétiem of all the wars of history; you will .
saé=that they.épring from the effort on the part of some people to'
compel othera to ﬁork ferrthem wi thout paying‘tham'for it. Now, that
is & violation of a sacred right, of that right'of property that is
before all humen laws; the rlght of property that existed before th&
- first king reigned or the first legislature met. It is a right which
rests upon the right‘of the indiviaualzto himself, to use his own
powers and orafit by his cwn exertians. That which any_mén pro&uces'
‘belongs te him by natural right snd him slone. That which & man
’brings forth, that is his, and is his against‘all;the world, - his

to use, his to give, his to sell, his to bequeath, his to do what he
please with, so long, of écurse, as he does not in that use violate
the right of anyone else. It 1s his by the highest title-man can have - -
"the title of production. We talk of making thlngs. -But'wﬁen wa
gpeak thus we speak inexactly. A1l men can do -is to bring forth to
produce from:nature, npt to create. We proauce grain by putting in
seed and leaving it to'germinate; we ﬁroduce hcusés by bringing to-

gother material and putting it in the sﬁapa and - form of houses.



| .Sq we prcdﬁea &ll walth, and the labér which thus produces or
bripngs forth gives a clear and exclusive title %o the thing prqdﬁeeﬁ
so long as it retains thé'form'labéf HasiimpreS§ed upbm it. When it
ceases to do that it passes from msn 8 possession, and by what we call
deeay or rust returns to its orlglnal shapa, the. reservoirs from ‘
which itfyas taksn., It is in this way that all Wealth is produeea.
o | ' Violatlen of: Proparty Rights.

Hnder our present system if you have added wealth to the CORl~
munlty you are taxed er fined 30 mueh, and the more and better animals'
you get, the larger and_finer—houges ané:hayns you build, §he more
wealth of anyrkind_yan produce or sceumalete, the mcra-yeﬁﬁare:taxed:
for it. Is not thatlyiolatioﬁ of the right of pro@gity?r Take ths
American fgrmer foday, and in taking the Amsrican farmer, markfyou,
youuaré taking the‘ciass thet lies &t the basis of the wﬁoia soecial
_ struetnre. .It_was no£ manufaeturers,wha eamé_here first to settle
the caunﬁry;fit was'ﬁet doctors. 1ﬁwyers elergyﬁen or newspaper men
- it was farmars.‘ And so it must always be that those who apply
their labor directly to the extraction of wealth from the soil, they
are the stratum upon which all othars rest. And thus it is thet the
eqndition of the asgriculturist, the mean who applies labpr directly to
nature, measures énd fixes the condition of all bther'classes. People
‘sometimés talk sbout the labor problem as if it were & problem re-
lating merely to manmfacture:s; or to laborers of cities. It is a
preblem which has its roots in the condition of the farming class,
Show me a country where a men can go to work in the first and primary

' occupation agriculture, and do well, and I will show you & country
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in wﬁieh there are no tramps, in which there are mo l&har eonflicts,
'in which theré is no labor problem. Eothlng can be done ta settle
'the labor question without going dewn to the farming eommunity.- Take
the imaxican-farmer today. ﬁhat is he? A man whe produees wealth
'frem“the éoil. You knew the 0lad adage. “The farmer feedeth all.
The nore wealth the farmer produces the riﬁher the country is, tha :
mereAappartunlty-there-is-for-all other elasses to»find employmenﬁ.f
_Kew what under our system happens to the Americen farmer? Why, evary
eff@rt of his to produce wealth is met hy & fine. -
I went through this country two yeavs agg.s I met trageling on

the egfs, two railrosd men. Ome of them was tglliﬁg-ahaut én-aequaint~r
anee'ef-thairs - aﬂother railroad Workman. He got himSeif a 1little
plece af ground and ﬁut up.é houSe' when he got his house bﬁilt, aleng‘
came ths assessor ‘and taxad him, not only taxed him on the house, but
- taxed him a goo& deal haavier on the ground than the man of ‘whom he
Vbought it was taxed on similer lots he still held vacant. Ebt.taking;
the hint this industrious man in his spare time went to work and msde
a fine veranda, 6r atoop. Aléng came the sssessor again and added
again'te his taxes, fined him‘for putting up the stoop. What is that
but a diseouragémént to in@uétry - & legal violation of the right of |
--property? A farmér in an adjoining county told me how he had painted
~ his house and barn that yesr; and along'came the assessor and added
f$50©. tq his assessﬁent - rgally puhished him f&r having painted his
house and barn. Waes not this a vislatibn of thé right of propsrty?
.Was‘it1not against good public palicy? 'What-harm did the farmer do

anybody in painting his house and barn? Instead of deing harm, the
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painting of the house and barn has been a sourcs of pmeasure to all
whc went aleng and 1ooked at it. Is it not more agreaable to the eye
to pass a neatly painted hausa and barn than to pass rude unpaintea |
shan§1@§? So, &8 you\know, it is thznnghout~ the more wealth he pro-
dteas the more the farmer is taxed for ite Net merely that but al~
'most everything that he has te buy he pays heavy taxes on, not dlreet-
1y, to ‘the gGVarnment tax gatherer - it would bhe a great deal better
& great deal cheaper if he ﬁid. But he pays them to the stequeegqr

- in sdded prieeé; Zoek.ai thisiitéﬁ of sugaf' something we must ali
use. We Americans have a sweet taath in our heads and went a geod
dee1 ef suggr. 4nd we nend it morsecver. fcr the curing and Ereservsng .
of many things the farmer raises. Suger in Great Brltainlhas been .
aboutuene-half the priece it is he;e{ What is the_reaﬁn?. Simply
taxation; simply_thét the gﬁerpment eails-upom us to pay two pfiaes
f@f sugar -in order, OStensibly; to'bénefit éugar’?lanters dﬁﬁn in
Louisisna, or_Mr..Spreckleé.in fge Sendwiech islands. What is that but
iegalizeﬁ raﬁbaryi' on évery lump of sugar you put in a cup of tea
you are Lobbed. ;ndnse it is with evérything else the farmer buys;
his lumber, his nails, his p&éws, his tocls, his clothes - on every-
thing, in.short he has to bﬁy, he pays enormous additional prices,
.because of what is called protaction to American industry.” Where
does the farmer 8 share of that nroteetlon come in? What is there
that he grows that 1s_inereasea in price by “protection"? Why is this
enormons weight of taxstion pressing on the élass'that éfe engaged

in producing wealth permitited fo exist? Iz it right? Is it wise? Is

it_expediént? On the contrary, it is impbverishing thé'natieq; on
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the contrary, it is deg@éﬂiﬁg 1ab5r;_on tha-ébntrary, it is_maki#g'
thbﬁsanas.and_t@ousands?of'tramps aﬁd péﬁpefs and a “baker's dozeﬂ"
of great:millibnaires} On the ccntrary, it is festerlng a spirlt of
greed and that is the spirit of war. _ )

-But wt will he gaid the govérnment wants taxation. Yeé 1ﬁhe
'government wants ravanue but there is a gao& deal easler and bettar

way of gettlng it than by tax;ng industry. If we must have taxes at

. all, they ought to be dirset taxes, they ought to be taxes tmt would

not be inefeaseﬁ by every hand they paas ﬁh;augh; for, mark you, when

an impgrtér pajé duty on sugar, on cloth, on ironm, what he.aaQS'ta'

the priee:wﬁéﬁ hs salls'iﬁrnot merely‘the duty; it is prmfit.upcn what

he has paid for duty as well as on what he has pald for the things.

And so by every hand through which they gasa, these taxes are inereased

Aand multiplied. ' '

| Iﬁ-we was b resort to taxation 1t ought to be taxatien that falls

on all in propartion.to'their means, “but not in proportior to their need

our system of taxation taxes men for getting married; for having echil-

‘&ren; it taxes men.for eﬁdeavoring to keef'families in comfort.__ioﬁ

estimate the proportion 6f his income tha# the Americén fazmef,pays

iﬂrtaxatioh ghd-then if you can, estimate the proportion.that-one of

éur great millionaires pay. |
1500k at even those taxes that are levied oéteﬁsibly; as the great

masses of the people thini, fof the purpose of gattingaat the rich

<man - taxes oh capital. Do yon know the farming disfriets pAy more

of these taxes proportionally than do the grest cities? The reason .

of it is very plesin. Here i5 & farmer. He mmakes perhaps by‘hard in-
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' dgstr? a few thousand dollars. A&All éf his neighbors know of it. He
ba?s himselfta finm'watch and -] fine carriage. Everybody knq@é of
if;' He buys better cattle, a%i%uts beﬁter:furniturh in his house.

The neighbans know of it. The ﬁax'asséssbr dan see his plows snd im~
plemeﬁts, and his house and what he has in lt and can fix his wealth.
The farmer has nt got & great deal of 1t - not enomgh to lie about:
Hot enaugh to bribe 8 1ittle for, and so the weight of suah taxation
falls en him.

Now laek at & great millionalre, Imving in a big clty, where no
ane knows hls neighhor. How are you golng to find how much he is wrthe.
How can yoa.tell whe thexr he is worth & few thoussand or many millions?
And this man has encugh ﬁo take means to get gasily rid of the tax
gatherer. You know Vanderbilt paid taxes on a m@llion Just tecause
| he thought he might as wall pay samething to keep people quiats That
is ahout the nrineiple on which every rieh man. pays. If wo must raise
government ravenue by taxation, we ought to davisa some system of dire@
taxation, Eome gystem to get at the means the man has.

The Craatcr s Plane

But thers is no reason for any swstem of taxation th&t tekes
from men what properly belongs to them. If you will look into theAlaws
of this universe, you will find them harménious* the desper you go,
the closer you look the more will multiply upon your mind the evidencss
of a wise Grsator - the evidence of 1ntelligent aaaptation of means
to ends. 4nd in our civilized gociety we have not passed beyond the
foresight of the intelligence to which the unlverse testifies. The

locomotlve is in one sense as natural a thing as . the blrd or the animal.
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| ﬂ@e Creator made those laws by which the intelligence of man brings
forth adaptaxions that enable him to tiaval swifter thén any animal.
So our citles, our vast eommerce, all that we eall clvilization must
have been foresaan. 4nd in the beginning, it seems to me. clear thgt '
it was forseen that.eémmunitiesjwould neéd public revanneg that as
mankind advanced in oivilization, that is, in the art of livimg pesces
ably, eémmoﬁ-heeﬁs Woﬁiﬂ,increqsg_and multiply. Now, there is a way,.
natﬁral'way; to provide revenues‘fOr'the ﬁeeded purposes of govern-
memt without taxing any -one - for produeinv wealth wi thout taklng from
_ tha preduction.of the labor of any one, without furnishing such in-r
- cenﬁ;ves o fraud,‘perju:y_and corrﬂgtious ‘Look st great cifies as.
thay arises ﬂéryou not alﬁays.sée aé tﬁey'gfise,an enormsug inerease
in the value of land? To whom ought that value to belong? Come down
with ﬁe to New York. Tﬁosé tall buildings you ses thera, théy ére the-
preduqkts ef'individuai exartién; they'represeﬁt labor; they properlf
beleng to the maﬁ who ereeted them, or the men who got them by'purchase
or gift ffom thosé'who did ereét them.  But tﬁa 1and\on.whieh these
buildiﬁg&_rast;’where does ité value come from? Teke the value todéy
éf Kew York eity - of the bare land on which the buil&ingé in New York
rest. ‘It will run gaway ué in the hun@reas of thousands of millioné.
To what'is that great value due?- Is itrdue'to the exertion of thg
ﬁa:ticular mén who own the-lots, oé tq the great propulation of the
city, to the fact that New York is the center of axchaz_iges- for the
whole state, and %o some extent the whole country? So, in Pénnsylva-
nia yow will find coal 1andsrworth thousands and thousands 6f dollars

an acre. What made them valuable? The man who owns them? éwning

sreates no values They are valusble becsuse of the increased popula-



16

tion that needs coal. Thesa land values are values that grow with the
grawth of the whele people and therefore ought to bs taken for the
use of the whole peeple. ' '

B The Remeay.

The way to secure. quality and to do justlea is te aholish all |
the taxes We now levy on mén for huilding houses, r3131ng stock, erect~
in machinery, importing geods,ar inereasing wealth in any way, and te
put aur taxas cn ths value ef land. Hark. you, not on the value of
the i@prevements of land, but on the value of land 1tself ~ the value
that is added by the growth of papul&tiom not the value that is adﬁea '
by labor. If we take land values to defray expenses of the wbele coml-
munity the hurden may be lifted from labor.

Thus_every man may improve, may build: may grow as mﬁeh s he
wishes  without fear’of heing'fihed for it. He may exchange freely
with his fellows -~ the people of the world, without any custom hows e
officer coming between fée demand one—hal? or thregsquarters,of a;l |
he‘has got in exchanga as penalty for havihg ﬁiadeﬁ. Do that, and ybﬁ
take away the temptation that leads men to monapbiize natural oppor~ 
tunities and in & world in which they have but a few years to stay,
-'plaj the'part‘of‘the dog~iﬁ-thenmanger. It is because of this monopbii-
zation that the eountry seems too small tOday; ﬁot becsuss we have too
many‘people; Even in the present stave of the arts ‘the ares of tﬁe
United States could gupport 1,000,000, 000 people instead of the 65,000,
000 we now have.

The system that we breopose, and is called thé "single tax", is

really‘not & tax at all. It is not exsction; it is éimyly takiﬁg'for
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the community that value which bslongs to the ebmmunityf I cannot,
in & spesch of thisrlength g0 overrthe whole suhject and meet the
obaesticns that w1ll arlse in minds who entertain it for the firsth
time but this you can see, that this plan wauld take taxes off of
-_the farm 1and and put them on the sPeculator. Examine ‘the statistlcs
and you wiil see that the propes;tion; ir carrlea into affeet would
'lGSSQﬁ graatly what the farming districts have %o Pey. Baut it aoas.not
neead statlstics. You can see,tha$ in all the direct and_indireet taxes
rthaiifall on things préduged-ﬁy 1aﬁ0r,ryéa.pé¥ héfe just 88 much tax
as ig paid in New Yark.r Bnﬁ pﬁt taxes on the value of land, aﬁd'ﬁhéfe
would tbey be heavieat on districts like this about us hers, of in '
the great c:.t.ies‘P @Why, a gréat part of the farming land in this
country has no value at all heyong.its,improvgments, gsave the specula-
tive valuse. DNot sc with the iand values inagraat-eities and minefal
]distriéts. To take texes off of the yroducts of labor and put them
‘ (& venT]
on the preductgﬂpf land, would 1ift the taxes from the farmimg cemmnn—
~ ities and make the great cltles pay the larger share. ﬁhy should they
‘not? What would the 1and in New York eity be worth if_Maﬁhat%an is=
land was to remain snchored and the rest 6f the continent float away?

7 What we propose is simply to do to all equel and exact justiéef
to alluthe forces of production free and unfettered play, and to recog~
nize the equal right of all td iife, liberty énd the pnrs?it of happi-
ness., It is in the extensiaﬂ of these principles fh&t at last fhe
world will find pesce.

August 24,1893,



