PARTY AGTIOK.

The question whether & great reform can be best promoted by

1ndependent politieal aetlon is not capable of an unvarylng ansuar.

It depends upon the clrcumstances of tlme and fleld. When the
] eraggle of existing parties involves no prlnclple and 1ndependant '
;;iﬁf polltlcal action can attract attention and provoke dlscnssion it
| is claarly the best means of hflnging a prineiple 1nte PGllthB'
but when existing partles hegln to d1v1de upen that prlnelpla even *j
if the differnnce beggén them is comparatlvely & small one, then s

it may be that the mogt effective means is %o utilize tﬂelr flght

end to devote the energy that mlght be expended in a saﬁarate movement"j

to urging them on.

Both as to the fielﬁ and as to circumstanees thers is & wide

difference hetween the campaigns in which the new party has already‘g;
sngaged and that in whiech 1t will engage if it enters next yewr the -
arena of natienal peolitiecs. Tn the campaign in New York ¢ity inm 1886
the 1ndepandent labor” movement eoncentrating 0n § single candlaate |
in & narrew but conspgicuous fiela, hrouvht a great prlnciple in%o
what otherwise would have been but the sontest for spoils of muniei-_.?
pral ringss The field of state lelthS into which we entered in the 3
campaign gust closed was wider and much more difficult, éspagcially '
a8 the Shadow cf the approachlng prasidential campaign was over 1t.
But the politiecal cireumstances were the sams. Neither of the great:ﬁ
parties stood for any politiecal principle, and the lssue be tween

them was merely as to which organization shoulsd control ‘the efflees.:Hx
and gether 1n the spoils. 4na the only possible way to make thls

state eampalgn a mesns of arou31no thought upon vital questlons was
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'say that dlfflcult as 1&3%&3 task~of entering the national areng

' who are disgusted with polities that mean nothing but spoils, a

.ehaﬂeé to eastia ballot thet would represent the vitel prineciple

-2

ggs.ﬁo run & ticket on a clear cut platform. We did not poll as
meny votes as wé‘expeeted but we did & vast deal of what is in.it-fi"

self more 1mpartant than polling votes - settlng mén .40 think.

Now we come to a still wider and more dlffieult field. Iif

the polltleal clreumstaﬁees remaln as they were in Nbvember I shoul

Wlth a thlrd party we ought to attempt it. Evem if'we coﬁl& not :
hope to pell much of =& vote, we eeuld at least pravoke dlSGﬂSSlGH

and push organization, and give the. earnest men &1l over the ccuntrf

//

of Amerlcan demoeracy, gven if they had to wrile it.

Signed: Henry Geerge.
Deecembar 17, 1887




