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The Myth of Free Enterprise

"FREE ENTERPRISE and the sanctity of con-

tracts are largely responsible for America’s
growth,” writes Roger W, Babson. The words have
a familiar, sanctimonious, ex-cathedra sound; they
are “safe and sane,” possessed of all the proper and
conventional gualities. Most responses wounld be
“Amen, Glory to God,” but mine is, “Good Lord,
deliver us.”” It is supposed to be the truth and with
the anthinking mulittnde passes as such. But when
closely inspected and analyzed, it tarns out to be
but a prize specimen of high-class bunk, a camon-
flaged lie.

“Free enterprise” is also largely responsible for
many other things not so gladsome and gracions. It
is largely respomnsible” for the encrmous waste of
our natural resources for the benefit of a3 greedy,
grasping, covetous few: for the ravenouns destruction
of our forests, the frenzied waste of our oil and gas
resonrces, for the unparalieled exploitation and de-
pletion of all other valuable mineral resources; waste
often almost equalling useful production. It is
“largely responsible” for millions of tons of coal
being left in mines through hasty, careless, indiffer-
ent miping methods, in the search for quick profits
regardless of waste or future need; fortunes in culm
piles and the other mining wastes; the urter destruc-
tion, by incessant., greedy cultivation, of the rich
cotton and tobacco jands of the Scuth, with the re-
sult that countless thousands of acres are deprived
of all fertility and bumus, thrown aside, neglected,
riined by ercsion.

A few made rich by free enerprise or the destruc-
tion of the nation’s resources, with the mass of
our people helping. at little more than subsistence
wages, to destroy their own heritage and the heri-
tage of future generations, that a few might shige
in fabulous wealth and splendonr, while the masses,
thus berefr, are doomed to permanent, increasing
helplessness and poverty.

o PAmerica’s growth.”” America has for grown. As
a land she has been exploited and depleted. MNor has
her people, as a whole, grown rich and prosperous.
Her land upon which all must live and her resources
from which all must derive their living, are held and
controlled by a comparative few., No others have
the right to live upon and use the earth excepr by
the permission of these few, and by paying such
tribute as may be demanded, These so-called ownere

must be the “children of men” to whom the Creator
deeded the earth. All the rest of us are bat step-chil-
dren. Qur place, our destiny is to be "hewsers of
wood and drawers of water” for our masters upon
whose earth we must live, Here we are on a planet
where we have no right to be; strangers and so-
journers here for a seasom, not with the Lord as
tht Bible declares and 2z manifestly the Creator in-
tend it to be, but with the landlords whose ways
differ greatly from those of the Lord.

Few of us begin 1o realize "where we are at” eco-
nomically. In 1926 a reliable government commis-
sion reported that fifty-nine per cent of the Nation's
wealth was owned and controlled by eight per cent
of our people. Since then this concentration of
wealth has been going on ar a fast and furlous rate
and it seems probable thar this eight per cent of
the people now own fully seventy-five per cent of
the nation’s wealth. But worst of all, the God-
given natural resonrces are monopolized to such an
extent that the production of wealth, and the Iives
and welfare of the people are largely in their hands.

We can dwell on this planet and make nse of its
resources to supply cur needs onlv by paving tribute
to these, our masters. Small chance for us to grow
great and rich and prosperous,

Those of us who feel the urge to observe, reflect,
and reason, well know that the riches, grandeur,
and greatness of this countey are due to the benev-
olence of the Creator in endowing this land with
fabulous natural resowrces, and to the ambition, in-
telligence. efficiency and skill applied by the people
who in the providence of God came to possess and
inhabit the land.

“America’s growth”-~how has she grown? In
population? Yes. In riches? Yes. Enormous
riches for 2 cunning, crafty. privileged few. In
greater freedom or a higher level of prosperity for
all ber children? Mol Towering riches overlooking
deepening cavernous slums of poverty.  Stick to the
rruth,  Face the facts. Tell the truth, the whole
truth.  Take the bitter with the sweet, and your
fervid panegyrics to the riches, greatness and glory
of our land will be a shade less glowing.

Why should progress be attended with great rich-
es for a few and ever deepening poverty for the
masses? This has been the history and fate of all
civilizations of all nations in all time.  Where wealth
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They Wouldn’t Listen

Two men, sitting over their after-dinner coffee,
were discussing the philosophy of Henry George.
Said one, the dissident, “If your Henry George was
so smart, why are his teachings seldom heard of,
and his followers so ineffective in getting his pro-
gram adopted 7"

The other answered: ~Twenty vears ago General
Billy Mitchell tried to tell the American people and
the army brass hats about air power, but they
wouldn't listen. Today we are beginning to realize
what a tragic price we must pay for that indif-
ference. FThe country pulled another Billy Mitchell
in the case of Henry George. But in time this lesson,
too, will be learned; the penalty will be paid, and
we shall live in a saner, bappier wotld because of
the teachings of Hemry George.

SANFORD FARKAS

accamulates, why do men decay and nations lose
their hope, their strength, and viger? Why do
great riches for the few inevitably mean dire poverty
for the many? Why, as wealth becomes more
sbundant, shouid hunger and nakedness prevail
among the workers who, from the resources and
materials freely furnished them by their Creator,
produce all wealth? Why should they be poor and
in distress at any time? Why does poverty keep
pace with, even at times, oufrun progress?

Are these statements true? If so, why? What
is this fatal disease that has strewn the paths of his-
tory with the works of the great nations and civ-
ilizations of the past ages and seems to have gained
a stranglehold on the great civilizations of our day?

These are the questions which our so-called Chris-
tian civilization puts to the sphinx of Fate which,
not to be answered and answered correctly, 15 o

be desiroyed.
R. W. STIFFmY
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Especially The Hide!

THE EDITORS OF THE FREEMAN have rz-

ceived 2 number of letters criticizing them for
having published Dr. Robere C. Clothier's "To
A War Objector” and Mr. Raymosd Hammond's
“Can Georgism Bless War?” in the September issue
of the magazine.

MNone of those who objected to the Clothier
piece took the occasion to commend the priating of
the Hammond article; nor did any who resented
the Hammond viewpoint bother to offer a word
of approval of the publication of Dr. Clothier's
counter-opinion. Indeed, one correspondent-whose
letier is printed in this issue of The Freeman-—
achieved the wellnigh unbelievable in finding
these diametrically opposed viewpoints equaily ob-
nOXIOUS,

All of which adds up to nothing except that
Freeman readers are a highly individuahstic group
of men and women, with strongly held ideas of
their own: and that an editor should have an
abundance of tolerance, an unfailing sense of bhu.
mor, and the hide of a rhinoceros,

Especially the hidel
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_-'A_re Rights Natural?

Whether rights exist in or by na-
ture or are purely useful humaan ar-
rangements, or s combination of
both, may be revealed to some ex-
tent if we take note of the natural
human elements in connection with
wiich rights operate and of the in-
dividual’s relation to society.

In general, a right may be defined
83 a claim established in tradition
or law on behalf of the mndividual, or
society or both, and enforceable by
riles of conduct. Moreover, a right
may be either absolute and inalien-
able, or conditional.

An abselute right is a ¢laim, but
& one-way claim, that is, with no
corresponding obligation to those
who exercise the claim. Conseguent-
1y, such a right is not an absolute
right at all but an absclute wrong.
It may be a privilege or just a plain
fraud. If it iz acknowledged and up-
held, it is because it masguerades as
& two-way claim, thanks to unsocial
ignorance and ethical distortions,
The history of despotism, aggression
and exploitation is a history of the
absolute right.

The individual may feel instinet--

ively that certain individuail rights
are Inalienable and paramount to sll

possible considerations, vet, is there _

not still a crucial question of their
feasibility in association? Such
claims of right overlook the fumda-
mental fact that they are made not
merely by the individual as such but
by a joint unit, or member of society.

Thus, one may claim a right to
refuse to take up arms on the
ground that ii is so natural, inalien-
able and absolute that all conse-
duences to society are, therefore, ir-
relevant. Yet, the rights of partici-
pants to self-preservation and to full
bepefits of their sacrifice would be
equally natural. Would not their
burden increase and benefits decrease
a3 a necessary result of the non-
participant’s very membership in so-
ciety im receiving protection and
gharing the fruits of victory, se that
rights of others are infringed and

By BPOMINIC DELLA VOLPE

nullified. Such perscnal unilateral
rights carried out fully and univer-

sally would ultimately result in mu- -

tual  nullification of rights whether
naturael or not.

On the biclogical side, it is a mat-
ter of matural law that factors of
self-preservation must correlate with
and be subordinate to factors of race
preservation if there iz to be any
preservation a2t all With the ex-
ception ©f mating, association can
serve no useful purpose uniess its
benefits outweigh and lignidate its
disadvantages.

A conditional righi, on the other
hand, is a two-way claim. If is a

glaimi whick at the same time axi—r

mits and upholds a similar claim or
corresponding counterright. The
rights to Lfe, liberty and pursuit of
happiness are typical -conditional
rights. Though apparently absolute,
they are truly conditional, *“Live-if-
you-let-live,” relations in their na-
ture and function. Moreover, such
rights are not single and simple in
their nature, but are a combination
of various distinet elements. laim
and counter claim are its poise and
equoipoise in a balance of benefit for
benefit and sacrifice for sacrifice. It
is clearly the conditional, the recip-
rocal right which Henry George
means by 8 natural right. It is

equally clear from his observations

that the natural urge to satisfy de-

sires with least effort is the basis

of the balance between claim and
equal counier claim. The condition-
al or social right alone, despite flag-
rant vagaries, validates claim for
claim on a basis tending to equality
of mutual benefit in association,

We might well inguire, then,
whether man acknowledges counter
claim: naturally and in response fo
some irrestibile moral law, human
or Divine, or whether he does s6 he-

cause he knows his claim will he

acknowledged and upheld only if he
does likewise,

Henry George’s assertion that
righte are npatural and of Divine

origin Is at such odds with hizs da-
seription of their nature and func-
tion that one iz led {0 conclude that
the assertion is purely an expres-
sion of religious faith, A reascnable
inference from his observations is
that rights are not distinet, indepen-
dent existences which inhere in na-
ture but that they are relations
which arise out of the nature and
necessities of association by willful
and deliberate agreement or acqui-
esvence. It is the wurge to establish
some relation which shall enable man
t6 survive with least effort that is
primordial and nafural and not an
urge to establish any one particular
type of relation

The capacity to choose between
ene-way and two-way claims is as
natural as any primary urge. The
actual choice depends on variable
factors such as advantage, will, wis-
dom, experience, foresight, etc. The
conflict arises from the natural ten-
dency fo favor the relation that beo:
suits ithe choovser. Iurthermore, if
an equitable right arises omnly on
concurrence of claim and counter
claim, the right is subsequent to the
mutual acknowledgement, and ig
clearly not an independent existence

- or pre-existence or either external or

human nature. It would appear,
therefore, that s right is, at best, &
relstion.

It is to be noted that chservations
which apply to the nature of relg-
tions in general apply equally to the
nature of human relations. A right
is a social relation. However, 2 re-
lation is not an independent or seif-

existence. It iy a state of mutual
connection between actual or pre-
sumed things,

Thus, just as time and space are
not existences in themselves but eon-
cepts of refotion between things, so
is & true rvight not an independent
existence but a state of mubtual con-
nection between two mutually ac-
knowledged elaims, That is, no con-
currence of claim and counter-claim,
no right. Because civilization is a
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There Is No Interest

By M. 8. LURIO and SANFORD FARKAS .

Based on reasoning similar to that’ .
of Mpr. Paul Peach in his article, ™
“The Wature and Causes of Inter- -

est,” in the September Freeman, we
reach a different conclusion, namely
that interest must tend to zerc in
this econcxy, as well as in a free
SCONnCMY.

Of the three factors of production,
only land and labor are unique cate-
gories. Capital is the product of land
and labor., With iwoe unigue factors
producing wealth, how can there be
three unique sharers of the product?

Interest refers to the retwn to
capital after its replacement. There
is no more reason to deduct replace-
ment than there is to deduct main-

tenance or subsistence of labor from

what we cail wages. Political econ-
omy iz not directly concerned with
consumption or depreciation. Distri-
pution takes place as wealth disap-
duced: consumption and depreciation
are “sinks’* wherein wealth disap-

(*Mathematicians and physicists use the !

tem’’ as points of creation and extine-
words “‘sources’- and ‘‘sinks” in a “sys-
tion of the thing under discussion.).

pears only after production and dis-

. tribution. )
- Replacement is the share of wealth -

‘that covers the remt and wages for
the land and labor required io re-
store eapital used up in production
Qur position is that wealth is dis-
tributed only as rent and wages, for
the land, labor and replacement of
capital used in production; that there
is no surplus above replacement as-
cribable 1o the contribution of cap-
ital and given the name of interest,

Thig is borne ocut by the following

excerpt from George’s, discusdion of
interest, which was also cited by Mr.
Peach: “I have endeavored. at this
length to trace out and lustrate the
law of interest more in deference to
the existing terminology and modes
of thought fhan from the real neces-
gities of our inguiry .... In fruth,
the primary division of wealth in
distribution is dual, not tripartite.
Capital is but a form of labor, and

- ite distinction from labor is in real-

ity but a subdivision ....In our &x-
amination, we have reached ihe same
point as would have been attained
had we simply ireated capital as a

form of labor, and sought the law
which gdivides the produce between
ment and.wages; that is o say, be-
tween the possesors of the two fac-
tors, natural substances and powers,
and human exertion-—which twe fac-

tors by their union produce all
wealth.” (Page 203, Progress and
Poverty).

Is this not.a denial of interest,
which is neither rent nor wages? H
all wealth is divided between rent
and wages, then interest cannot be.

Incidentally, there may be a little
confusion in the reference Lo capital
as but a form of labor. While cap-
jtal is resolvable into labor alone in
the sense that the reut belongs Lo
the community and the balance is
lapor, from the point of view of the
individual producer capital is is gen-
erally produced by labor on and
from land that commands rent, and
he must get both the rent and the
wages for the land and the labor re-
quired in {he production of wealth

“used as capital

The importance of proving the non-
existenice of interest lies not merely
in resolving a moot point. It effec-

direct expression of {hie cooperation,
exchange and mutual benefit from
this concurrence, wisdom and fore-
sight compel men to formulate rights
as relations that ought to be.

Tt is said that the best philosopher
is he who makes two blades of grass

“grow where only one grew before.

We might paraphrase this by saying
that Henry George iz 4 philosopher
who shows why and how fo make
fwo-way Tights grow where oniy one-
way rights grew before.,

Mutual benefit is the very core of
association. George is pre-eminently
the philosopher of this mutuality. He
reveals why rights serve as social
values in exchange and that ethics
should be the yardstick of these
values in social or mutwal henefit.
He shows that the ope-way right is
a gocigl value in one-way exchange
and that the btwo-way right is a sc-

ciad value in two-way exch'a,nge. In
a word, that they are devices of so--
cizl arrangement, responsibility, util-
ity and ethical purpose. -

The major conflict of civilization
has been the conilict of these two
philosophies. Couched in plausible
half-truths and appealing sophistries,
which have enlisted the active aid of
its very victims, the philosophy of
the one-way right has been the con-
stant scourge of mankind. But civi-
lization and progress are fruits only
of the two-way right.

Yet, strangely enough, these dia-
metrically opposed philosophies ap-
pear to spring from the same natural
urge of self-survival; from the ien-
dency to satisfy desires with least
- effort. WNevertheless, the hope of
mankind les in the common man's
undersianding snd realization That

the philosophy of the bi-lateral right
is by far the more effective as a
means of satisfying desires with least
exertion when the results of ensuing
cooperation cannot be intercepted by
the aposties of unilateral rights.

Henry George’s application of the
philosophy of two-way rights to po-
litical economy is only a single de-
tail of its roove comprehensive scops
in human relations. Ifs broadsr
aim is to foster adequate and offec-
tive rules of conduct to this larger
purpose. With an sbiding faith in
human nature he reveals both how
and why the philosophy of the two-
way right can effectivaly replace the
fraudulent philosophy of the one-way
right and thereby direct the vast po-
tentialities of asscciation toward the
high ethical purpose of eguality,
progress, peace and Freedom.
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tively disposes of the Marxist con-
clusion that intersst is the means
whershy the Capitalist may continus
te reap without coatinning te sow,;
and it enormously simplifies the sta-
tistical study of distribution.

Hven after analvzing Bastiat's il-
lustration of the plane, and conclud-
ing that interest could not be “if
wealth consisted but of the inert mat-
ter of fhe universe,” George, aking
interest for granted, felt consirained
te find its cause, justification and
law. “It seemed” to him that there
was an “increase” or ilnecrement fo
capital used in the reproductive mode
{over replacement} ihat did not be-
long to land and hence belonger to
capital. The proof that interest ex-
ists, therefore, is made to hinge up-
on the exisience of this increment in
what he calls the second and (sim-
flarly) third mode of production,

This classifieation of production in-
ic adapting, growing and exchang-
ing seems to hav neo essential pur-
pose other than to serve to explain
the cause of interest, a case of cut-
ting the suil {o fif the cloth,

¥ we go back fo the meaning of
the term land, we need not concern
ourseives with the boundary line be-
tween reproductive and non-repro-
ductiva forces, for
“The term land necessarily includes,
not merely the surface of the earth
as distinguished fro mthe water and
tite air, but the whole universe out-
side of man himgelf (and his pro-
ducts) embraces, in short, all
natural materials, forces, and oppor-
tunities.” (Page 38, P, & F.)

Hence the reproductive forces of
nature, just as the mechanical, chem-
ical or eletrical forces, are land, by
definition. Al of them are utilized
by labor in iis various applications.
Where such forces are freely avail-
able to evervone, ag alr or sunshine,
they command no rent. There may
he a physical increment due to grow-
ing forces, but it can have no extra
value in the marketplace if no exira
rent is paid for permission to use
these forces.

This is c¢learly seen in the very
simple example of wild berries be-
ginning fo ripen on free land. There

iZ an Increase in the sense of size
and ripeness. Bub the price paid in
the woarkel is siroply the wages for
the labor of gathering and market-
ing, The same ithing is true if the
berries are planted on free land —
the market price covers only the ja-
bor of cultivation and gathering and
marketing; otherwise labor would
flow in that direction for more than
prevaliing wages,

The law of inferest, as given in
Progress and Poverty, is not ex-
pressed in the same dimensions as
the laws of rent and wages. There is
1o necessary relationhip between the
average power of increase which af-
taches to capital from its use in re-
productive modes, and the margin of
cultivation {or ai least no attempt
bas been made to prove the necese
sary velationship}.

Congider some examples to show
that replacement iz all that is nec-
esary sfor ihe production of capital.
A primitive man gathers mussels—
his wages. In hig spare time he may
cultivate berries or hollow out a log
2% & canoe. If by exchanging the her-
ries or the cance, he receives more
than saverage wages and possesses
only average guality of labor, oihers
will do the same until wages reach a
common, level,

Suppose he hires out the boat. He
now gets in installments the wages
of building, negotiating the hire and
trying to maintzin its coniinuous
hire, The tendemcy is for his return
to be the same, all things considered,
whether he zelig the boal or hires it
out. He will continue generally in
any pursuit, laboring for inmmediate
congumption or in the prodoction of
capital, az long ag he gets {he pre-
vailing rate of wages for his labor.

So may we lake any modern pro-
ductive enterprise, whether invoiv-
ing reproductive or non-reproductive
forcen. The capital used may have
been produced on the spot, purchased
from another cutright or on the in-
staliment plan, or borrowed. There
must be a return o capital to cover
the labor in the capital—if mere,
that is, if interest exists, labor will
turn to producing that form of capi-
tal; if less, lubor will go elsewhers

The Freemasn, Ootober, 1942

o get the prevailing refurn.

il interesl rose os wages rose, ac-
cording to (eorge’s law, then in a
free economy, there would be higher
wages and higher interest and an
ever-growing clage of capitalists sup-
ported by and increasing their cap-
ital without working, which ulti-
mately leads fo absurdity., But if
there is no Interest, Georgists then
can logically maintain that the so-
called capitalist cannot exploit labor
as a capitalisi bub only ss a land-
owner or the posssssor of other
privileges.

Why, then, does the lender of cap-
ital in cur present sconomy get a
comimercial return for the use of his
capital which appesrs fo contain an
ingredieni over and above that of
repizcement and comupensstion for
risk 7 The answer, it scems to us, lies
in privilege, which yields a spurious
inferest, Large eorporations, for ex-
ainple, usually have valuable lands
and patents. They can afford to dis-
iribute a small part of this priv-
ilege to the public in the form of
securifises, the proceeds from the
sale of which usually enable them fo
aoquire  additional privileges.,  ¥i
should be noted, too, that if their
calewlations go astray our laws of
reorganization are such that the
public investment fakes the shrink-
age, while the privileges remain with
the privileged or the imsiders. Thus
comnmercial interest is made up of
compensation for risk, wages of sup-
erintendence and replacement of eap-
ital, plus a return due o privilege.
Borrowers of capital generally moust
compete with those whe borrow on
privilege——hence all comznercial in-
terest must contain this ingredient.

There may be an occasional or
fortuitous examples of whatl appear
te be unusual rates of interest, but
windfall interest, like windfall prof-
its, are partly compensation for risk
and partly higher wages temporarily
paid in special fields of production.

With interesi eliminated, George's
phitosophy iz simpler and sounder
than ever, A perplesing factor dis-
appears. The vision of things that
might be-—on Farth—takes clearer
outline,
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William Dean Howells and Altruria

The period of American history fol-
lowing the Civil War and extending
peyond the turn of the century
marked a new low in social and eco-
nomic conditions. As one writer
phrased it, the Gilded Age defaulted
on its promises te pay, and the na-
ticn entered into the Age of Guilt
Poverty and unemployment stalked
the sireets; the trouble was, so Mr.
Dooley pungently said, that the &in-
gle great achievement of the age
was “th’ cash register.” The problem
was perfectly cleer—ioc many men

were not receiving what the Consti-

tution and the very fact of their ex-
istence guaranteed them: life, Hb-
erty, and the fruit of their labor; in
short, the right fo work and lve as
humapn beings.

During the decades of the later
nineteenth century many came for-
ward with solutions. The pioneer and
greatest of these was Henry Georges,
whose “Progress sigd Poverty” and
“Social Problems” remain today as
the most distinctive Awmerican con-
tributions te sociclogy snd econom-
ies. Others followed George’s lead,
attacking different aspects of the
situation with varying degrees of
success, presenting vari-colored and
many-shaped Utopian paiterns of a2
better world. Among the more guc-
cessful was Edward Bellamy's fairy
tale of social felicity, “Liceking Back-
ward”® (1888), with iis concept of a
somewhat Prussianized super-staie,
whick sold nearly four hundred thou-
sand copies in two years and gained
a host of followers. Ancther was a
digciple of Henry George named
Hamlin Garland, who called himself
“ihe first actual farmer in litera-
ture,” and who dramatized unforget-
tably during the nineties his mas-
ter's doctrines in *“Bain Traveiled
RBoads,” “A Spoil of {ffice,” and
#JFagon Edwards.”

A1 in all, nearly forty such Uiop-
jan novels appearsd in ths closing
dacade of the century, most of them
now forgotten, and all of them under

By RUSSEL B NYE

the thinly-veiled disguise of fiction,
presenting a picture of some fulure
state founded upon a perfect social
and economic sysiema-—Bosewater's
68 A Romance eof Uiopia,” Wel-
come’s “Frem Earis Ceater,” Vine
ton's “Locking Further BDackward,”
the wublguitous Ignatius Donnelly's
“Caesar's Uolwwor” Fuiler's “A0)
Z004,” Chauncey's “The Crystal Hul-
ton,” Brown's “2004, or The Fossil
Man,” Asgtors “A Journsy to Oiher
Worlds,” to name a few. Despile dif-
ferences of approach and widely
varying resclutions, they all agresd
with Hamlin Qarland, who, echoing
Henry George, summed it up with
the statement, “Nature s noi io
blame, Man's laws are to blame.”

To find the name of William Dean
Howells among those whoe madse an
attempi to put the times once more
in joint is nearly as surprising to our
own age as to hisz, for if any
writer of his day seemsd a product
of o world less inferested in gocial
and sconomic problems, it was ithe
Ohis novelist whe had been accepied.
much to his pleasure, into the pros-

pereus, tight little world of the Bos-

ton Brahming where such things nev-
er came. Yet “4 Traveler From Al-
gruria” the work in which Howells
drew hig own sketch of Utepia, was
the product of several years of a
gradually increasing awareness of
the seriousness of the situation, and
of » growing desire by some oon-
erete and definite plan of action o
get to the roots of the problems,
Hnown as a novelist of manners and
ethics, as n “Fhe Lady of the Aroo-
stook” and “A Modern Ioscance,”

Howells after 1885 bhecame in a gen-
tlemanty way a novelist of reforim,
the most eminent of all the literary
men of his time to espouse the wn-
pepular cause of the underprivileged
and the sconomically repressed. An
inkling of the change came in “Tha
Minister’s Charge” in 18B8E; it grew
through “Annie Eilburn” (1888). “4
Hamrd of New Fortimes” (1890, and

one of hiz best novels fromm & literary
viewpoint), “The Quality of Mercy,”
and “The World of Chance” in 1892
and 1863, io the full Tlopian picture
in “48 Araveller frem Aliravia” in
1894, A belated segquel in 1907,
“Through the Bys of the Nesdle,” ad-
ded little to the sarlier book.

There were several reasons why
Howells, the literary apostle of
sweelness and light, should turn io
fhe Uiopian mnovel of reform after
1885, In that year he moved from
Baston to New Tork o join the stall

‘of Harper’s, coming into close con-

tact for the first time with the
world of lsbor and capital The bit-
ter strikes of the lafe eighties in
New York City attracted his sym-
patietic attention, and the Haymark-
et riots of 1886 in Chicago stirred
him to a spirited defense of the an-
archists, an act worthy of commen-
dation considering Heowellsy position
and what he stood e loss by it
Furthermore, he read Tolstoy and
dward Bellamy, and he was already
familiar with Henry George’s idess,
telling Hamlin CGarland in 1883,
“Your land tenure idea is ope of
the good things which we must hope
and strive for by zll the good meand
at our hands’” As he later wrote,
“In those days the solution of the
riddle of the painful earth ihrough
the dreams of Henry George, through
the dreams of Edward Bellamy,
through the dreams of all the gen-
erous visionaries of the pasi, seemed
not impossibly far off” Taking
something from Bellamy, move from
George and Tolstoy, and most from
the Bible, he evolved hiz own land
of Altruria as the realization of the
future state in which the “riddle”
might be permanently solved

The derivation of the name of
Howels fictitious country, obvicusly
# coinage from alfroism, gives the
ey to the principle upon which bis
Ttopia is based. Altruria, in gimplest
terms, iz a nation whose sovial and
goonoraic system is founded upon
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universal brotherhood, the golden

e of Christian ethics. Howells be-.

lieved in “The Minister’'s Charge”
that “No one, for good or evil, for
sorrow or joy, for sickness or health,
stood apart from hiz fellows, but
esch was bound to the highest and
the lowest by ties thal centered in
the hand of God.” Altruria is a pro-
jection into reality of the idea that
each man is his brother's keeper; it
iz a Christian scocialistic state, its
existence dependent solely upon al-
{ruistic brotherly love, a place where

“the faith of the nation is pledged to.

secure every citizen in the pursuit of
happiness,” where “neighborliness is

the essence,” where the Kingdom of '

Heaven is realized on earth. The
goal is the complete happiness of the
individual; the method is socialistic;
the result a state “which will at once
employ and support all its citizens.”

The pattern of “A Iraveller {rom
Altrumia” is implicit in its title. A
visitor from the newly discovered
continent of Altruria, one Mr. Homos,
arrives in America to learn some-
thing of the customs of the pecple,
famed throughout the world as the
most advanced of nations. As a guest
of the novelist, Mr. Twelvemough, he
meets at & New HEngland summer re-
sort a banker, a minister, a lawyer,
& doctor, a professor of political
economy, a retired manufacturer, a
giddy docialite, and a discontented
young farmer. The contrast between
Altrurian and American social and
economic conditions, skillfully
brought out through Mr. Homos
questions and the self-revealing an-
gwers of his hosts, forms an ironic
and crushing indictment of the times.

Throughout the bhody of the book
we find out about Altruria only ob-
liguely, until in its closing chapter
the complete history of the Utopian
commonwealth is drawn for us. The
land and its people, it seems, were
fivet discovered by a shipwrecked
traveier, from a DRomanl Christian
ecommune during the first century of
the Chrigtian era, who established
there a state founded upon the teach-
ings of Christ. In time, recounts
Homos, the commonwealth faded,
and civic and economic warfare rose

in increasing strength and hitterness
as commerce and industry changed
Ajtruria from an agrarian to an in-
dustrial country. The monsters of
monopoly grew a8 business became
more and more the reigning influ-
ence, until one gigantic monopoly of
wealth, called The Accumulation,
claimed went toward besutifying the
roled the land. Still there was
wealth and want, the few rich and
the many poor, an alternate ghut and
dearil of the things of life. The Ac-
cumulation protested to the people
that it had their interests always at
heurt, that il was necessary to the
nation’'s existence, that it was divine-
ly ordered and inherent in the na-
ture of things, but the people won-
dered. '

After generations of failure and
defeat, workmen began to bamnd to-
gether—a few in one trade, a few in

another-—until unions grew to fight

The Accumulation, At iast the unicns
merged into one huge federation, and
the nation was split into one vast
union battling one wvast syndicate;
ecomomic class warfare had reached
the ultimate stage, and the workers,
with the monopely controiling all
means of production and distribu-
tion, found themselves bheaten. How-

ever, The Accumulation had forgot--

ten, in its careful gathering-up of
all possible methods of control, the
ballot-box. The worker still retained
the woting franchise, whose power
the monopoly had simply nullified by
corruption, and his sudden realiza-
tion of its potentialities spelled ulti-
mate victory. By degrees the wark-
ers bagan to wvote power away from
the monopoly to the government—
firgt the telegraphs
property, next the mails, next mines
and minerals, then all lands, public
and private.
statutory stroke, all business and
commerce were transferred to the
government and the pattern of ihe
Alirurian system was complete. By
degrees, beginning with the basic

utitities of communication, . produc-
- tign, and distribution, 2 completely

socizlistic state had been evolved.
With private monopoly gead the
Altrorians proceeded to fill in ihe

became state |

At last; by a single -

The Freeman, October, 1943

ouftines of their Utopia. ¥First the
factories stopped making anything
shoddy or useless, an act which
served several purposes—it nade
certain of a sufficient supply of that
which was useful and necessary, it
guaranteed the best possible quality
of the product, it saved time and la-

. yor, and provided constant employ-

ment for all, The time thus re-
nation through public works and the
lives of the people through increased
leisure. All inventions and machines
were used to speed production of the
useful necessities and to lessen labor,
until it was found that if each person
worked three hours a day, none need
work longer. Each Altrurian, there-
fore, spent that amount of time in
labor each day, the proceeds of his
work going to the state. For three
hours daily be produced that ail
might live, and the rest of his time
belonged to him, “Nobody works for
s living in Altruria” explained Ho-
mos. “He works for others’ living.”
For hig labor the state repald him
with tickets, redeemable for his share
of clothing, food, and shelter. Since
all labored exactly the same amount,
ali received the same share of each;
every person in Alfruria had a right
only to ‘what he could use, and if he
could not use it, his right to it lapsed.
Money did not exist, and with money
gone, the power to purchase disap-
peared, allowing no onhe to obtain
raore than he needed. In the svent
that & person, by reason of physical
or mental disability, could not WOrK,
he was supported by the state as its
Christian duty. 7There was then, in
Altruria, no economic inequality, no
poverty-stricken masses of individ-
uals, no unemployment or starvation
wage, for “to have poor and rich is
the worst form of imcivism.”

Other aspects of Altrurian life
were consistent with its economical-
ly sceialistic system of production
and consumption, Since a Nving was

.guaranteed for all by required dally

japor, art and sclence were pursued
in the ample lkeisure time simply for
love of beauty and develion to prog-
ress. .A poet might be a shoemaker
in his “obligatory”’ vocation, and a
shoemaker might be a posl as a
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“To Thine Own Self Be True”

Raymond Hammond poses this
searching guestion for Georgists to
SNEWEr:

“Can Georgism glve ita blessing
and support to the natiow’'s war =f-
fort without doing viclence o ils
priciples?”

e would appear to answer it in
the negative, believing that to so
Yless and support the war would be
burtfui, #f nei fatal, to the move-
moent. It seems to me that he has not
reasoned the thing quite through for
his owan logic should lsad him fc &
contrary conclusion.

There will be no dizsent with his
statement that George believed war
to spring from a violation of econom-
ie laws, His distrust of armaments
ag security against attack {(not as &
means of defense) and his frust in
& long-range program for peace with

“yoluntary” vocation Thus, too, was
individuality maintained, for & man
might do exactly as he pleased s0
long as he gave the siate the amount
of labor he owed it and did nothing
to injure his mpeighbor. And why
should he injurs his neighbor? Since
he could noi obtain money, or goods,
or any sort of economic, social, or
intellectual advantage or eminenee
by so doing, crime in AMruris dis-
appeared. There remained but one
way to attain distinction in the land
—*The greai man is fhe man who,
for the time being, has been able to
give the greatest happiness to the
greatest number.” Al Alfrurians
worked for the civie good, and “no
coe among us i3 guite happy,” ex-
plained Homes, “unless he had dedi~
cated himself, in some special way,
to the general good. . . . The posses-
sion of great gifis, or any kind of
superiority, inveolved the sense of ob-
ligation to others, and the wish fo
identify one’s self with ihe great
mass of men, rather than the ambi-
tion to distinguish one’s self from
them.’”
{Te Be Concludsd}

By STEPHEN BELL

Free Trade as the keystone were weill
founded, as was his disbelief in the
innate “cussedness’ of other nations.
But what has all this to do with
charting a triue course for us in the
present emergency? To feach five
prevention when a great conflagra-
tion rages is usually fuiile.

Pruly the genius of Georgism Is
echicational. For this reason alone,
if for no other, it becomes those of
us who desire {o aid in educaling
mankind along ths lines of social or
sconomic sanity to do all in our
power o preserve and perpefuate the
means and opporiunities pow at our
disposal for coniinuing our educa-
tional work. We all agrse with him
that it is only in times of peace that
the seeds of the philosophy of eco-
nomic freedom can germinate and
take root. Surely Mr. Hammond can-
nol. believe that our abandoning the
field to the Axis powers would bring
peace to the troubled world. Indeed,
he himself seems to say all that is
nacessary along that line:

“The MNazizs know how 1o make
grar, There is no conflict in thelr
minds. It is eagy for them to accept
war as s solution, Believing as they
do that other nations are responsible
for their misery, their object iz to
destroy the offending nations.”

Of course Georgism cannot “bless
war,” but it may properly object to
peing destroyed, even while it heart-
ily damns the war and the necessity
therefor which has been forced up-
o it, By Mr. Hammond's own state-
ment we have no cholce lefi us ex-
cept to crush the malign power of
those who hold to the damnable MNazi
philosophy.

“Tf the philosophy of ethical de-
mocracy cannot live by education,
then it must dis,”” he says. I agree,
and by that token ¥ inusisi that it is
not only our right bul our duty fo
dc what we can to preserve the
conditions in which education may
procead.

Fortunately, an abler pen than

mine has said on this gusstion what
may be considered the “last word,”
The late Henri Lambert, a Belgian
manufacturer and sconcemist, wrote
a gquarter century ago or more as
follows:

“The fight for survival is the na~
tural law of all beings deprived of
morals; it remains the law of in-
dividuals and colisctivities in those
surroundings where an lnadequste
morality obtains—a state of things
for which, by reason of natural sol-
idarity, respensibility is foreed om 11
War is, thersfore, if not a criminal
or fmmoral ack, at least a phencme-
non ceused by ‘a-moralily, slgnify-
g nop-morality—that is to say by
ignorance oF inadequate knowledge
of the moral laws which should pre-
vail in interpational relations. The
wills and conventions of men can
never make moral that which s im-
moral or ‘amoral’ Logic apd force of
things will ever impede the introduc-
duction therein of a—so to spealk—
false morality. Thiz only i given io
men: to substitute by study, kpnowl
edge and practice of moralily, the
moral state of things for the “amoral
state, Such are logic and just law.
International morals and laws of war
will ever be holiow concepiions and
sterile seript. There cap only be
international laws and wmworals of
Peace.” (Laws of ‘Clvilized War-
fare, Pax Fconomica, page £2.)

¥ may say of Henri Lambert that
he knew and thoroughly understood
the Georgian philosophy, and Ireely
admitted its basic character. He re-
garded it, however, as oo desply
basic for the nations i delve info it
while wars and the fear of wars dis-
tracted them. His concept of the im-
portance of trade seemed to outrun
that of George—it filled his sconomic
firmament. Civilization began when
men began to exchange, and all ihe
vast cooperations which maks civilk
zation possible were its fruits. Our
sense of justice jtself grew from fhe

(Continued on page 8L}
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On Rent, Land Values, Speculation and Taxes

In & letter to the editor in the
April issue of The Freeman, Mr
John Z. White takes exception to my
thesis that every tax must eventually
come fo rest upon the landowner, as
set forth in my article, “A Eeply to
Critics,” in the March Freeman. In
voicing his dissent, however, Mr,
White is guilty of migconstruing cer-
tain of my statements. He writes,
“He argued that of total production
an indefinite amount must ge to
wages.” What 1 did say—and though

I wrote in Spanish the passage was
gorrectly translated—was this: “It
must be admitted that in some inde-
terminate proportion the wages of
specially remunerated workers can
be indirectly reduced, temporarily or
permanently, by the pessure of fax-
ation.” I maintain that the state-
ments are by Do means the same,
snd this misinterpretation of my

views leads me to remark that, what-
sver the amount of production and
its wvalue, the part apportioned te
wages is sufficiently definite. It is,
in short, the indispensable minimum
which workers, with the exception of
those of special skills who are spe-
cially remunerated, must have in
order to live,

Mr. White says further, “George
argued thai speculation in land is
the great practical evil” I have seen
no such assertion in any of George's
writings., Instead he repeatedly stat-
ed that the great evil in modern so-
ciety is the private ownership by
some men of the land upon which
all must live and work.

if the thought of George was as
Mr. White states, it would have been
o very nmurow view. Speculation is
& phenomenon secondary, adjective,
occasional and local. It is not a fact
general or congtant, although to
Americans and inhabitants of other
“pew” countries the rapid growth in
rent and the selling price of land,
making for speculation, might make
it appear otherwise. This advance in
jand values has been due to the fact

By €. VILLALOBOS DOMINGUEL

that the growth of population in
thege new couniries has been stim-
ulated by immigration, as well as to
the advance in technological proces-
sed,

Yet the great evils of private own-
ership in land persists, and in even
more severe form, in European and

Asiatic countries where the value of

much of the land has long remained
virtuslly unchanged and speculation
in land is of infrequent ocourrence.
As a matter of fact it has been my
personal observafion that immigrants
from Spain and Italy to Argentina
imew nothing about land speculation;
or that—which was common knowl-
edge to us—land values in countries
still in the process of settlement tend
to increase. If Mr., White were cor-
rect, these static countries would not
have any *greai” economic evil, but
gurely this was not the view of
Henry George!

It is therefore of greal importance
to keep in mind that the fact of fun-
damental significance s the private
ownership of land, and that the var-
ioug evils springing from the institu-
tion of private property in land are
not in themselves fundamenial at all.

Having this in mind, several prob-
lems are cleared up, and one is not
tempted to think, for example, that
the mere checking of speculation can
in any way resuit in a lasting im-
provement in social conditions, or
that, as Mr. White says, “With
greater production wages would be
much higher.” The fact ig that neith-
er an increase in production nor re-
duction in public expenses wil affect
wages, for the gimple reason that
the owner of land would automatic-
ally reap the benefils

No one should forget the wise
words of Henry George: “Thus where
private property in land tas divided
society into a landowning class and
2 landless class, there i8 no possible
inventien or improvement, whether
it be industrial, social or moral,
which, so jong a3 it dees not affect

the ownership of land, can prevent
poverty or relleve the general coadi-
tions of mere laborers. For whether
the effect of any invention or im-
provement be to increase what labor

‘can produce or to decrease what is

required to support the laborer, it
can, S0 scon as it becomes general,
result only in increasing the income
of the owners of land, without at all
benefitting the mere Iaborers. In no
event can those possessed of the
mere ordinary power io labor, a
power utterly useless without the
means necessary to labor, keep mwore
of their earnings thas ensugh io en-
able them to live.” {The Congdition of
Labor).

And again: “A reduction in the
amount taken from the aggregate
produce of a community by taxation
would be simply equivalent to the in-
crease in the power of nel produc-
tion. ¥t would in effsct add to the
effective power of labor, just as do
the increasing demsity of population
and improvement in the arts, And
as the advance in ihe one case goes,
and must go, to the owners of the
land, in increased renf, se would the
advantage in the other.” (Progress
and Povertyl.

At all events, the only effective
way to eradicate land speculation is
to make land common property, just
as the only conclusive way to elim-
inate smuggling is to suppress Cus-
tom houses. But, T must add, it would
not be practical to do either of ihese
things by abrupt or revolulionpary
means.

Another point that can cause mis-
takes, is the correlation between pro-
duction, reni and land values. If “ar-
tificial scarcity” of land checka pro-
duction snd can increase speculative
land values, it is not true, as Mr
White appears toc believe, that the
process can be repeated over and ov-
er, production repeatedily heing
checked and land values continuing
to gain, The sbsurdity of such rea-
soning, when carried i its logical
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On Shifting The Tax on Land Values

Though economists, real and al-
leged, agree that a tax on lznd val-
ues capnot be shifted, it is difficult
for the aveage man 1o see wherein
such = tax differs from others, most
of which, as he well koows from
painful experience, finally come L)
rest on him.

Put absiractly & real estafe man
may not see this propesition and may
argue thst the reat can be passed
on or shifted, He may prove o you
that the tax must come ocut of in-
core, from land and buildings sl any

gite or out of other earnings by ihe .

landiord. You way admif this. Ha
may then argue ihat therefore the

By LANCASTER M. GREENE

tax on land vaiues can be shifted, a
conclugion which doss not follow if
the landlord digs up from other earn-
ings or if the building is being milked
to pay the tax on the sife value

Ask the real estate man *Will a
higher real estate levy in your city
lower or raise land prices?” THS an-
swer will be unequiveeally, ‘I will
lower the price of lots.)”

On the other hand, ask your land-
ford, *“Will Iower real estate levies
raise the price of lots?” The answer
will be “Tatuzraily”

A Mr, Arnold was widely publ-
cized for his successful campaign {0
cut the cost of public services in

Nebraska by eliminating profit. He
organized tax payers groups whose
acountants checked myriad possibili-
ties and cut the cost of municipal,
county and state operalion by il
Jicns, Mr. Arnold did this as & pub-
lig service, and to buid up the de-
mand for his own farm land, and
for his services as a broker and
desler in farm lands, Mr. Arnold's
plan succeeded so weil that every
stafe saw taxpayers federations by
Hndlords who hoped $o ralse the
price of land throngh government
economy. The catch is ithai rising
land prices eall for more govern-

{Coniinusd on pege 20

conclusion, can readily be seen: when
preduction had been reduced io the
minimum, or nothing, remt would be
at the meaXimums height. But we
know well that rent, like wages and
interest, can come omly ocul of pro-
duction. ' '

\

Recause the landowner gathers at
the end the net surplus of production,
whatever it may he, affer payment
of wages, interest, awortization and
taxes, one ought not fo be puzzled,
as Mr. M. W. Moren seems o be

in his editorial in the May Freeman, .

by the fact that “at recwrring inter-
vals millions of ienanis have had
their toxes increased and the rent
rajsed at the same time.” This would
only prove that the increment of
vent has been greater than the in-
crement of faxes; which is gquite
possible i the land value of pro-
duction has increased more than the
sumn of wages, interest, amortization
and faxes.

guppose it iz proved {(though it is
of lthle conseguence} that “at all
times, total taxes ccome close to
equalling tofal rent” it does
pot follow that *if all faxes were
paid out of Tent there wounld never
be any net reat to be enpitalized
jnte land values,” because the so-
called total rent is the rexonant of

-slaves,

the aggregate produce of the com-
munity after the payment of all
wages, interest amortization and
taxes. ’

It is true that “sll history and all
countries proclaim ths fact that
those whe hold jandsd esistes ars
the permapently rich, their righes al-
ways maintained by their collecting
and keeping =as thelr own the rent

of land, which would otherwise con-’

atitute public funds. But it doss nob
gollow ihat becauss *‘sconomic sci-
ence has no room for a class of men
whe can live without producing,” the
asgertion that the landlords finally
pay all taxes musi imply the belief
that there are “miracle men who, cut
of noihing, pay all of their own and
other men's taxes.”” :

Well, in the history of ail epochs
snd countries there is plenty of in-
formation upon seeming miracle mea
who have lMved comfortably without
producing anything, and who, fur-
thermore, paid the expenses of gov-
erinment, The kendlord slaveholders
in the Southern States, for exampie,
did not necessarily work, yet they
lived - more luzuriously than thelr
and certaipnly were, among
both, the only taxpayers. Oul of
what resources could the siaves, the
only producers, have paid the taxes?

In what respect iz the conditicn of
modern wage carpers esgentially dif-
ferent?

3¢ ig not economic science ihat
makes roocmn for “miracle men” It
is personal coercion and direct oF ine
direct ooercive laws that do it Fin-
ally, from the fact thay men of the
timne of Leocke were wrong in their
pelief that agriculture alone Wwas
nroductive, it does not necessarily
follow that one is equally wrong in
thinking that merchants will nol pay
taxes and thal laborers caonot.

Suymming up the objections made
by five critics of my stalement thal
fn all fimes and clenmstances (ex-
cepting, ebviously, those of extreme-
Iy arbitrary tyranny) the burden of
every tax falls substantially, Jam the
finml incidence, upon landowners -
and whose objections I have ane
swered in this article and in Iy ar-
ticle in the May Freemsn — I can
agsert, it seems o me, that my thesis
has not been destroyed nor weakened,
Pogsibly further and more pepelral-
ng ecriticism, such a3 & matter so
charged with consequences deserves,
may uncover o weakness in my posie
fion. But unless it can be shown Y
tion, Jf not the argument for eco-
nomic reform will bave fo underge
substaniizl modifications.
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The Secret of Russian Resistance

It seems that most Gorgists have
joined the distinguished group of in-
tellectuals who atiributs everything
to land, including love, honor and the
Brocklyn Dodgers. I am referring te
Harry Gunnison Brown's article en-
titled, “Russian Bravery and Russian
Land” (Freeman, Sept., 19423, The
Russians have proved themselves fo
BLe a brave and superb fighting peo-
ple. Of this there can be no dis-
pute. However, though WwWe may
praise their courage to the skies, we
need not atiribute their success to
“Speialism,” any more than they
need attribuie our success to "Cap-
italism.” Have we already forgctien
that our alliance with Russia was
actuated by nothing but the force of
circumstances! Yet i seeis a3
tiough we have made a virtue of ne-
ceasity.

Wr. Brown has made a vain at-
tempt to link the land policy with
the motive for Russia’s resistence.
Ha wriles,

“Whai of the fact that all of Hus-
sia’s natural resources bhelong
to zll the Russians? In otlier coun-
tries it is mpot so. They belong o
comparatively few.”

This is & mere assumplion, unsup-
ported by the facts. There iz uo
proof that common ownershinp of
land impels a nation to fight more
bravely or efficiently. 'The Russians
of 18312 did not repulse Napoizon's
army because they owned natural re-
sources. The Chinese are not fight-
ing so bravely and resoluiely for
that reason, either. Russia's poer
showing against Finland recently,
despite a tremendous superiorify in
squipment and numbers, had no con-
nection with Finland's private own-
ership of land, or Russia’s common
ownership. The British had chal-
lenged the Nagzls while unprepared,
and withstood severs bombings for a

year. Surely the British people 4id

not demonstrate this courageous re-
sistance because of common owWner-
ship of their land, or for the British

By JOSEPH PUSATERL

landlords, The landiess people there
are pul to smash Hitler. The Clive-
den Set, who own most of Britain's

iand, are against ihe war! These
facts positively contradict Mn
Brown's statement that “comgnon

owhership of land is the reason for
Fusgia's resistance” If Seocialism is
responsible for R ussian Successes,
then Socialisn is egually responsible
for Bussian reverses.

What arguments, then, can be ad-
vanced to account for this resist-
anee? Here ars several factors that
nave undoubtedly played important
parts in shaping the war to iis
pregent states

1. The Russian people (like ali
others) deeply resent imirugion and
unwarranted satfack.

2. To support this feeling, Russia
wag prepared, polifically and eco-
nomically, due to the regimentation
that iz part and parcel of the So-
cialist gystern. She had a full year's
preparation to arm to the ieceth,
while Fmngland and CGermany were
exhausting their supplies in battle,
prior to the Russian mvasion. Ruasg-
sia boasted of the largest stending
army and air fleet in the world
Controlled radios and DneEWspapers
harped op the war theme for years.
However, these points are not a cred-
it te Russia any more than they
are for Germeany, Who hag made sim-~
flar preparations. But it was thig
war economy sdvantage that gave
hoth Russia and Germany a. few
years start over the derngeralic na-
tions.

3. Russia is self-sufficient. Her
vast matural rescurces furnish hber
with an unlimited supply of war ma-
terialy. Her greai population gives
her unlimited reserves, Her feriile
lands vield her sufficlent food.

4, The 2,000 mile border was a
natural Russian advantage.

This iong border scaftered the
Mazi army into muoch smaller units,
thinning out the real massed power
of the MNazi "Blizkreig” machine,

depriving it of its former sffective-
nogEs.

Mazi successes, or that of any oth-
er aggressor, can be atiributed to
promises of rich rewards at the ex-
pense of scapegoals, plus years of
preparation and plapning,

#r. Brown, by failing to distin-
guigh between common ownership of
jand under Socialism, and the coliso-
tion of economic rent in a free s0-
ciety, has left the impression that
the RHocialist copceplion of common
ownership of land is desirable. Hes
writes, “No landlord can force ihe
{Russian) peopls 0 pay him for
location advaniages that the people
themselves have produced.” Where-
upon, & Socialist might add, “But
that isn’t all The Russian people
own all the factories and machines.
We do not separate these things in
common, from land. Noi only do we
fight against re-introduction of land-
lordiszn, but also againsl capitalism,
with its attendant extraction of sur-
plus value!” Thus Mr. Brown would
be forced to undertake the iedious
task of proving that the Russians
fight only because they own the
land, and not for the olher mesns
of production.

Mo private landlord can, but the
State landlord brings on new abuses
that deprive the Russian workers of
a large part of their production. The
Russian people own their land as
does the Araericap tramp, who theo-
retically owns our parks in common.
But the “Heep OFff" sign i addressed
to its very ownsrs.

It is the unscientific use of land
and capital that bring the Russian
people down te & low standard of
living. With the absence of compe-
fition in a free market, the vaive of
land can never pe accurately ascer-
tained, and thus cannot be utilized fo
itg maximum vield For what may a
parcel of iand be used most econom-
ically-—a farm, a school, & factory,
a theatre, or a skyscraper 7 A school
may be buili on land that may yield




The Fresman, October, 1942

many times more for production pur-
poses. The sffect apd social loss 18
the same as if all types of laborers
were scrambled and placed at dif-
ferent and new jobs, regardless of
their productive abiiity at certain
trades. The tremendous loss under
this “planned” use of 1and is appar-
snt., Under the Georgist scientific
use of land, it will be enfrepreneurs
who are willing to stake their life’s
savings npon their foresight and €%-
perience, to select the proper place
for ithe proper Dbusiness. Once his
business proves to be a failure, it i
removed from the market, Under So-
cialigm, uneconoraical enierpriges are
pever discontinued, for there is N0
way of determining their success or
failure hecause of the lack of pompe-
tition., Loszes are socialized, charged
to the people, and become A heavy
drain upon the natlon's production.

As for private landiords collecting
for the advaniages of better sifes,
what happens when 50 million Hus-
sians seek locstion advantages, and
only oune million such places are
available? Who obtains these ad-
vantages?

There is only ong angwer—the
group that has the power to secure
them—the minority Comrounist par-
ty and bureaucrais. They reap the
rent privilege from the rest of the
people. Thus, while the “Capitalist”
nations pay landlords, the Hocialist
nations pay for similar abuse and
misuse of the land, The income that

ight go o support private land-
lords, is more often never even pro-
duced. The manner in which a vast
pureaucracy can devour national in-
come canses surplug value to pale
into insignifiance Y gomparison. To
guote Joseph B Davies, Ambassador
to Russia, “The great natural wealth
of Russia makes her self-sustaining

. not because of socialism, buk in
spite of it.7%

Most wars are caused by internai
failyres. It iz hers fthat the land
question enters. Interference with na-
tural lzws is bound to have its evil
effects, and amy matiom, “Clapitalist”
or “Socialist,” is apt o start a war
for these reasons. They seel a solu-
tion beyond tbeir porders at the ex-

Truth Is Where You Find It

By HELENA PLATEIN

Onee upon & time I went to an in-
stitution for a formal education. I
took many courses and accumulated
many credits, four in econamicg. The
first gemester I got a B; the gecond
semester, an A. I read the textbook
dutifilly—it was dry stuff. I eveh
did some outside reading. It made
the bibliography on my ferm papers
iook so well.

In a general way, the institution
had the lofty objestive of turning
gut educated men and WoeLen wWho
would make the world a better place.
Feonomics I and II did act seem 1o
furmish the spark that would start
off thiz betterment. I pul away the
ook on a lower shelf (it 1ooked aloof
next to the flippantly crange-bound
SHOW BOAT).

My next venture was in Bociology.
This was interesting. Here wWe
thought in terras of human heings
instead of abstractions like rmoncy,
business, management. We even vig-
ited a boys ciub. Wasn't it appall-
ing the things thaf hoys did in the
tgang” stage. You need only un-
derstand that a boy's home lached
love and undevstanding (maybe his
wmother was too busy scrubbing flours
to earn enough just fo keep him
alive) and you had the “gang’ in-
stinct licked, & nice DOYE club with
athietics and a little culture thrown
in was suppoesed to remedy thai. And
if 2 boy got into trouble, an under-
standing judge womtd not hold it
against him because—well, his homse
lacked love, Yes, Sociclogy was get-~
ting & lttle warmer, huma.

pense of others.

In closing, I also wish to pay trib-
ute to the herpic and CcOUTagecus
Russians for their great fighiing.
and also to the British and the £hi-
nese, and alt of the Tnited Nations.
Let us concentrate upon the task of
winning the war, and et ug not allow
sur enthusiasm to lead us to exag-
geration, lest we preate more work
te be undome in the fuinre.

sMission to Moscow.

This conrse was followed by Psy-
chology. The complezes, psychoses,
neuroges, instinet, emotional blocks,
frustrations that beset man! Here
was the clue to the hetter world,
o learned that if a guy lacked 2
coupls of inches in stafare he would
compensate himself by a Napoleonic
gtreak. Xf he were & frustrated ari-
ist, he would try ic conquer the
world, I a woman-hater, he had
%ie rother oh a shrine and dida’t

Enow it But we in Paycho. 018
¥new it. Tt was practically in the

pag, the patierm for a better human-
sty., And what brought it about?-—
Psychology!

The credits mounted, the institu-
tion honorved me with a diploma, and
i was released. Feor a long while
thereafier, my reading followed fan-
gy. It was grand. Mo tsrmi papets,
no reports, ne book reviews. Just
read simlessly and enjoy it And
then T came upon “PROGRESS AND
POVERTY.' I need hardly elabo-
rats on the revelations contained in
ity pages. Here was economics, Bo-
ciology, paychology, put above all,
here was literature, truth and wig-
dom. A1l the pompous chaplers of
Teonomics I and T—agriculture,
husiness, banking, railroads, labor,
population, money, unemployment,
taxes, natural resources, public util-
ities—Fell  inte place like orderly
planets revolving around the sun. AL
the “ologies” on their wobbly pedes-
tals made way for the simple, irretfa-
taple truths of cause and effect, X
was so elated I wanted to spot these
truths over and over wherever they
had been hidden by ohscure niean-
ings and pOMpPous terminology. Many
paths lead to the truth and 1 wanted
the adventure of trodding them all.
T wanted io mest other fravelers
who were heading for the same des-
tination. I tried very hard to keep
up with ail the reading I eheountered
in and out of clagses at the Henty
CGieorge School

T had made a motley crew of

rriends. ‘To them T became ihe buit
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of many wise cracks. When I met
one of them in the gubway 1 des-
perately fried to cover my assign-

ment (from THE RHYME OF REA-

SON by Holmes) for my logic class.
sWhat's this?” came the taunt. “A

compilation of stuff from THE NEW

YORKER?" Another friend, seeing
THE STATE by Oppenheitner drool-
ed: A detective story, ¢h, the Stale
vs, Who.' Hirsch's DEMOCRACY
VERSUS SOCIALISM brought forth,
“gay, I didn't know Yyou were &
pink.” Another fingered a copy of
THE SCIENCE OF POLITICAL
ROONOMY, “Heavy stuff, ign't LY
« jpEBRL, PRIEST AND PROPH-
ET by Bell? Never heard of il
Sounds lke a good movie numhber.”
s oppE PHILOSOPHY OF FREE-
DOM —Oh, she's a highbrow. Doesn't
bother with fiction.”

s«Rut TH get around to some light
reading, this summer—perhaps,” I
resolved. “How can I do 50 now with

a clags to prepare Ior, woekly vol- .

unteer work, THHE FREEMAN to
read, LAND AND FRERDOM, and
squeezed somewhere into the twenty-
four hours, the daily newspaper 7

Then summer comes and I do read
fiction, A good book, 2 best seller,
sEpAME IS THE SPUR” by Howard
gpring, Now, this i not going to
be a gushy hook review. It's a lit-
ile late for that, for the book’s been
popular for 2 couple of -years and
ruemor has it that Holiywood is flirt-
ing with it. 8¢ Tm going to relax
and enjoy the story, no notes to
make, no references to look up. But
whoa! What's this on page 3877 “And
someone owus the mountain, some-
one who isn't God looking down from
the Heaven on the mole-hill, some-
one named the Marguis of This or
Duke of That, who never carries 4
Pavy lamp, who never hag red Lips
and white eyes shining in a black
mask, but who is lord and master
of all thiz coal, all this petrified veg-
station that aecons ago was trampled
by mammoths and mastodons and
drank ip the light of a day before
Homo Sapiens began to squat on his
hunkers. All the old sunklight, frans-
muted into irees, transmuted into
teaf mould, transmuted into cesl, ig

theirs hecause they are clever enough
to own the fruit of all the sunlight
that shone on steaming sSwamps be-
fore the first- man uttered his first
grunt, clever enough to own fhe
mountain they have never sesi, let
alone what is going on under it.”

I read this over. Why, it's an old
thought, so familiar that it has be-
come my own, I read on and stop

" at page 449.

"They can't see it {Labour) as
anything but a handful of working
men in the House of Commons, per-
petually in gpposition, perpetually
arguing about an extra ha'porth for
the poor, . . . :

This in & story! And I thought I
was going ‘to get away from it all by
induiging in fiction. (Escapism, Psy-
cho 2.) Why, it’s one of those paths

Tm treading with someone who - 18-

seeking the truth! I know the truth
pow-and I can recognize it anywhere.
After all, what is & story? Angd one
of the characters answers me on
page 626. L

« . . it's about all the noys and
gels I knew. That was it. That was
the eagence of any story and
gtory was much the same whether
they were chimney sweepers or gold-
en lads and lasses.” *. . . the stuff
nistorians - wrote missed the point,
that for each one of us history is nei-

ther more nor Jess than what hap-

pens to me. And the boys and gels
I knew.” The time or period, locale
or setting are just that much em-

proidery for truths to ghine forth if

ene but knows them.

-On page 528 spaME IS THE
SPUR" takes us back to the time of
wWorld War 1. "It was not to be en-
dured that at a time pf such £nor-
mous national perl, the miners
should  think of striking but therse
seemns no doubt that they would do
s0” Why I read that in the news-
paper ouly yesterday and this is the
time of World War IL Mr. Lewis!

Y indulge in a. few minutes of Tev-
gry over this page. Woerld War IL
Good Heavens! What have we done
with the interlude bhetween wars?
How was it that we lost ourselves SO
hopelessly and pow are stumbling
along the same ploody road? We

toe -
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Man Is Never
“Qatisfied”

By LANCASTER M. GREENE
“{The following letter frem ibe Chair-
man of the Board of the Henry Georgs®
School of Bocisl Scisace to (ke editer »f
The Wall Streed Jourpal was published
in the September 17th issue of that pa-
per. Tt is reprinted here bY peroasion.
—The Editers.)

Jn your editorial “Free of Con-
trolied” {Sept. 14) you speak of the
resistance to the teaching of fear
and “take what you want” on the
part of “a happy and satisfisd peo-
ple.”

A Dbetter word than sgatisfied”
seems desirable in this econnection,
for Emerson pointed out that man
has an important asset, a driving
force in his “divine discontent.”

Henry George pointed out that

man is the one animal whose desires

{Continned on page 2803

won., Whers is our victory? Amnd
our politician hero answers my guery
geveral pages later: “hen SOme-
body wins, and whoever that may be,
the common people—ihe pecple in
whose name both sides are fighting
wrill say “Thank God that's over
and, a good deal poorer and sadder,
they'll settle down £ill another s&-
viour comes along to ruin them. If
1 could be sure of having one prayer
answered, 1 would pray for this:
that for fifty. years throughont the
whole werld, politicians of ali breeds
would leave the people alone. We
might then have a petter world, we

- eoulldn’t have -a Worse one.”

The tale draws to ap end. The
characters are old and sad and wise.
But not entirely disillusioned. ©Out
of their turbulent lives they have
ghed illugion, expediency, compro-
mise. ‘No government,’’ says our
here, “can do more than maintain
a clear framework within which the
essential acts of private life may g0
on. Even & politician would realize
that the moTe. virtue we have, the

(Continued on page 282.3
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Eulogy in Memory of Civil War Veterans

{The follpwing cloguent address was
delivered by Babbi Aaronsobm on the Me-
saorial Services FProgram of the forty-

third national encampment of the Veid- -

erans of Foreigns Waxs, in the Tafi Audi-
torium, Cincinnati, Sunday evening, Au-
gust 50, 1942.—The Editers)

April 1861, April 1865: four years,
one thousand, four hundred and sixty
days.

Four ordinary years in the history
of a nation might not be regarded as
indispensable. But there are years
and days in the life of a nation which
are as indispensable and precious as
is a gram of radium fo the tons of
ore from which it is extracted

Between April 12, 1861 and April
9, 1865 the pages of American his-
tory include a revolution in naval
warfare, an upheval in the social
structure of the natiom, a complete
overthrow of an economic order.

These one thousand four hundred and .

sixty days witnessed the end of a

pulitical dynasty, the emancipation .

of several million human beings, the
death or disablement of hundreds of
thousands of citizen soldiers in the
prime of their manhood.

These 1460 days brought forth men

of lofty spiritual and moral stature,.

men of unrivaled valor, and men of
unexcelled military and political lead-
ership. Such names as Foote, Port-
gr, Farragut and John Worden of the
Navy; Grant, Thomas, Mead, Sher-
man and Sheridan, Jackson, Johus-
ton, Stuart and Lee of the Army;
Shilo, Vicksburg, Gettysburg, Chat-~
tanooga, Chancellorsville, Cold Har-
por and Savamnah mawh those of
Nelson and Napolean, Marathon and
Waterloo.

During these one thousand four
hundred and sixty days, men of the
same speech, the same religion, the
same customs and traditions Xilled
and maimed one another in a verit-
abls deluge of blood They were
not giants pitted against dwaris.
They were not Mongols or Huns
gweeping down upon the innocent
and the unarmed. They were not

By RABBI MAICHAXL AARONSOHN

invincible Macedonians or Romans

~ joining battle with the weak and the

effete,

They were giants against gw.nts
They were Macedonians against Ro-
mans.  They were Spartans against
Hannibal's Carthoginians.

About six hundred thousand men
were baifle-slain during these 1,460
days. About five bhillion doilars,
more than the market value of all
the slaves, were spent for those four
vears of war. Grant and Lee both
called it an unholy conflict.  Sher-
man. styled it the work of Satan.
Lincoln said: “The judgments of the
Lord are true and righteous aito-

gether.” Julia Ward Howe sang, “Let

s die to make men free”

What did those four years of'

nhloodshed, terror, destruction, deso-
lation, hatred and sacrifice of human

life decide? The institution of slav-.

ery was already on its way out. Eng-
land and Russia had freed millions
of black and white slaves without
ghedding a drop of blood. These 1,460
days did what four score and seven
years of hitter debatle and €OIMPro-
mise and philogsophic and even theo-
logic disputations could not accom-
plish. This, then, was written in the
nearts of men everywhere, €ngraven
on the records of nations everywhers;
that government of the peopls, by
the people, for the people must nor,
perish from the earth. ‘
! Not government by kings, nor hy
oligarchy. Not the rule of a politi-
cal dynasty, nor the sway of a mili-
tary conguercr- Not government by
absentee landlords, nor the invisible
dictatorship of planters, prelates or
plutocrats or the proletariat, Out of
the carnage of Shiloh and Cold Har-
bor, cut of the meortal ruins of the
heroes of Chancellorsville amd Chat-
tanooga, out of the enriched soil of
Antietem and Atlanta, gut of the
fresh graves of Vicksburg and Get-
tysburg, the voices of the hosts of
Liberty, carried on the wings of the
wind throughout the world rang gut;

2]

“We the people do ordain ....
Bix hundred thousand men! Six
hundred thousand men of valor, six
hundred thousand men of intelli~
gence, free men, were battle-slain to
ieach the world the truth, that the
basis of our political system is the
right of the people to make and io
alter their constitutions of goverm-
ment. Cities were burned, comnion-
weslihs were ravaged, great arteries
of trade and commerce were Se-
vered, a confederation of states was
crushed in order that other nafions
aiso might see and fear the jealousy,
wrath, and titanmic strength of a
truly free and eniightened pecple.

It is not for me here tc plead for
a better understanding of this fun-
damentsl principle of liberty. It is
not for me here to warn you of the
evils ever present in our democracy
and of the adversaries ever watchful
of the moment to overthrow our Ye-
public.

Let the mystic chordg of memory,
stretching from every battlefield and
patriot grave again stir the better
angels of our nature. Lot the su-
preme sacrifice of those 1,460 days

‘strengthen our resolution and our

faith in liberty. Let the majestic
spirits of Grant, Lee and Lincoln
guide ug as a pilar of cloud by day
and as =a pillar of fire by night
through this great World War. And
may the Almighty Ruler of nations
move in the midst of our camps 1o~
day, in every part of the world, as
He dig in those 1,460 days and nights
of woe and wondrous vision and
COUTAZE.

Tax Idle Land

By VERLIN D. GORDIOM

{The follewlag sxticle, published as @
tetber o the sditer in The Wall Sireet
Journal of September 18, 1542, is repriot-
od by permission. The writer i3 3 young
Georgist of Lima, Obio, whese views =mnd
somments appeay freguently im the highly
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Believe It or Not

By H. W. NOREN

In physical science progress is
made because fthe scientist works
on inanimate things, He shapes them
te his heart’s degive, iron, gold, wood
o1 what not. To the extent he under-
stands natural laws the elements be-
come his obedient servants. But not
sc man. He has a mind and he
alene can manage it In the July,
1942, issuse of his imagazine, My,
Flint Garrison gives a geod illustra-
tion of whal we are up against when

competitive “Letters-To-The-Bditor” ool
wmms of that weil-knoewn financisl pabe
Hestion—Ths Editers}

When are we going to come io
grips with the vital land problem?
I{ may, on the surface, appsar o be
an unimportant issue, however upon
it rests our hopes for itriumphant
production and victory in the com-
flict. Upon it depends whether or not
we shall have ample materials and
foods io avoid sending a poorly
equipped army inte the baltle, and a
poorly fed muititude of defense work-
ers into the shops and milis. Buf
the fact i8, an incessant sircam of
propagands flows from many sour-
ces proclaiming that faxes on real
estate are already too high. Cer-
tainky taxes are too high on real es-
tate, because rveal estale inciudes
baildings and bmprovements., Many
mines, for ingtance, remain idle 'in
the face of this present malerial
shortage for the simple reazon that
at the firsi sign of productive activ-
ity, when the first lttle shack rears
its bead, it will be iaxed back out
of use. ‘

Let us then lock to the justice of
laying a tax only on the land, but
not on the improvemenis, Teo lure
idle lands and natural resources into
use; to prevent the reckless razing
of much-needed buildings tc save
taxes: to insure heome owners against
the loss of their homes, ste, ib i8S
only necessary that we shiff the bur-
den of tamation from improvements

{Continued on PAZE 235.3

we iry to indluence men's minds.
Bays Mr., Garrison:

“The probiem of unemployment in

time of peace is ungolived and must

be golved.”
Among politicians we sometimes find
men who assuits ignorance to better
appeal to or flatier uvninformed con-
stituents, butl 1 will grant that Mr.
Garrison believes what he says. Has
smployment or unemployment ever
heen wnsclved since man came upon
the earth? When man goes to work
on his own he solves the problem
for himseld and by example for Mr.
Garrizon. Adam had to empley him-
self and man's relation to the source
of his sustenance is the same now
az then. Henry OGeorge lived in our
indusirialized era and in his exam-
inations didn't ieave unemployment
wnsclved,  Mr. Garrison does not
know thig and therefore assumes that
no one else knows i, He says: "No
informed person will contend that in-
dustry as at present organized can
st give all the people employment
in indusiry and, at the same time,
raturn o them the buying power nec-
esgary to buy and use the products
of their employment. Our economy is
not vet automatically self-adjusting.”

The purpcose if industry is to pro-
duce goods, not fo cmploy people.
I gon't wani io speak for the com-
munists, but there are hints in their
writings that they reverse the order,
making employment the primary pur-
pose and production of gooeds Inciden~
tal, Mr, Garrison speaks of returning
fo the employees “buying power nec-
sssary to bu vand use the products
of their emplovment.” Since ihe
product ean belong only io the pro-
ducer, why speak of returning it te
him? He owns it already, sl of it
Not even the rent is a deduction from
his product, for rent is a pius, a pro-
duct of gociety or all of us in com-
mon and does nol appear where men
pionesr by themselves, He says: “Our
sconomy is not yet automatically
self-adjusiing.” But il is, or would he
but for two interferences, first,
Rent diverted inio private pockets
and capitalized into price of land,
therehy preventing free access fio
self-smployroent, second; Deducticn
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of taxes from the preduct. The prob-
lam is not of returning aaything i
the producer, buk fo guit robbing him.

Freeman readers will be surprised
to learn thia, “If trade, industry and
finance were lefi to their own de-
vigeg st the end of thizs war Wwe
would have world wide sconomic
chaos.”

it would be interesting if My, Gar-
rison would cite an instance whers
and whepn frade, industry and finance
produced chaocs, If men with the itch
to levy tribute would leave trade, in-
dustry and finance to their own de-
vices these prodactive services could
operate in a normal world and we
would not at any fime have the
chaos we now have to put up with at
all times, peace Or war.

Tt jsn't industry which fails us. The
latter hags failed to attend fo its own
job, which is 1o see to i ha all mn
wihin its jurisdiction hawve egusl, that
is, free, asccess (o land, instead of
constantly  iterferig wit  frade,
industry and finance.

And what does Mr. Garrigon sug-
gest for after-the-war relief? Mo his
own words: “More governmental ip-
terference at the ciose of this wazr”
Relieve it or not!

{(Continved from pags 278
ars never satisfied short of Infinity.

When any obther animal has satis-
fied jts desires in the direction of
food, shelter and its reproductive in-
stincts, then it setiles down to sleep.
When man has reached a comparable
state of satisfaetion, ho has but set
hig foot on the first rung of a ladder
of ipfinite progression, away fIrom
snd above the beast. Quantity
achieved, gqualiiy is sought.

I you would change that word
“satisfied” to “hopeful,” T would con-
gsider i# 3 great improvement in a
fine ediforial. I agree that a hopeful,
vigorous people will not belleve their
destiny Hes in taking what they wani
from others.

. Lancaster M. Greens
New York City
& £ &

Mr. Greene’s point is well taken
and we are glad to accept the cor-
raciion.—-Hul,
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A Veteraw’s View ‘

(On reguest, the writer of the letter
below has supplied the fellowing informa-
fion: “f was bern in Richmond, Maine,
July 18, 1857, se was 85 on my last birth-
day, I becams interssted in the George
- philosephy, ¥ think in 1887, by hearimg
him speak in Trement Temple under the
suspices of the Typographical Union. I
atiended the comvention held in Cooper
Uniom on his retarn frem his érip aroumd
the world, hearinz soch spoakers as Teom
%. Sochmson, Boliem Hall, Louis ¥, Post;
Judge Maguire, William Lleyd Garrisom
and others.”’—The Eiditors) '

I would suggest that our Candidates
for Congress take a course of instruction
in a mild insane asylum io gualify them
for such a position. For is there such a
thing as wisdom in Waghington? A short
time ago, one of the superminds of Con-
gress, a United States Senator, is reported
to have said in advocacy Of a sales itax
that htirty-seven per cent of ocur people
escape taxation altogether. '

That seems to be a fair sample of con-
gressional wisdom, Any intelligent gchool-
boy knows that there is mot a self-sup- ~
porting person in the country that does
not pay taxes in some form or anpther.
But what are we to expect of a hody of
men (with due respect to the ladies) that
still insists in maintaining an economic
system that breeds sffluence for the few
and poverty and misery for the many?

There are those in Congress that prate
about a ifree country when there is not
a square foot of land in it io which we
can apply our efforts in the production
of wealth without paying iribute to or:
or asking the permission of some one in
order to do so. We hear them speak of
liberiy as though it was something they
had accomplished for us; why the beasts
and the birds enjoy that, until interfered
with by sc-called huwmans.

They glory in the efficiency of our
home market, and grieve at the loss of
our forsign trade. “They appropriate
millions of dellars to improve our harbors
to let commerce in, and build tariff walla
to keep it out.” They urge production and
penalize the producers. They profesy to
believe in the wisdom of Nature's God.
and then proceed to enact so-called laws
to supersede those of npature and invile
disaster by doing 30.

I think poor old Sclomon would blush
at his ignorance compared with the wis-
dom of cur modern minds? Or would he?

I wish especially to commend the letter
of Jean Lackey in your August issue.
Soglindale, Maas. Walter A, Verney

Chica;gi; Celebrates

CERICAGO—Undaunted by dri_ving Tain, -
200 enthusiastic Georgisis gathered in the:
dining room of the Ceniral YMCA on the-

evening of September 2 to celebrate the
one hundred and third anniversary of the
birth of Henry George. Alexander Greene,

long leader among mid-west Georgists,

presided. The Proclamation of the Mayor
of Chicago, Hon. Edward J, Kelly, nam-
ing September 2 as Henry George Day,
was read by Wallace G. MacCauley, clerk
of the Preobate Court and one of ihe
mainstays of the Chicazo Henry. Geerge
School,

John % White, dean of Georgist “old-
{imers,” *0ld of his association with
Henry CGeorge; Mason Gafiey, a young
recruit to the Georgist movement, de-
scribed his search for economic enlighten-
ment in an eastern wuniversity, Featured
speakers of the evening were Miss V., {3
Peterson, secretary of the Robert Schalk-
enbach Foundation of New York and
Monsignor ILaiggi . Ligutti,
secretary of the National Catholic Rurat
Life Conference. The success of the oe-
casion was said to be due largely to the
efforts of John Lawrence Monroe, Associ-
ate Director of the Henry George School
of Sccial Science in Chicago. .

News From Kirkendbrightshire

NEW YORE--From London comes
word that Mr. X. J. McManus {cjc Leath’s
Cottage, Castle Douglas, Kirkeulbright-

shire) has organized his second Eeonomics

Class and will have 25 readers of Prog-

ress and Poverty, although not so many

will be able to attend the class regularly.

The interest of thoge who have to absent |

themselves will be mainiained by per-

sonal visits to encourage them in the-

study and discuss with them any mal-
ters thal arise, It is the war worlk,

civil defense, ete., that takes up sg much -
of {heir tims and, alse, working hours

have been increased. This makes things
the more arduous for Mr. McManus, but,

as he says, difficulties exist to be over-’

come.

The Scofs Are On The Job
CLASGOW ~Messrs. Douglag MacDon-

ald and William Reid, president and see-
retary respectively of The Henry Ceorge
Freedom ELeague, with which is incorp-
orated The Seottish League for the Tax-
atinn of Land Values, ars appealing, by
means of a direct mail campaign, for
public support of the League's proposal

‘that for tax purposes land and mprove-

ments be valued separately, Pointing out
that the ten-vear orgy of land speculation
which followed the first World War was
largely responsible for the world-wide
depression which set in in the late "twen-

execuilve
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ties, and scnsing the danger of a recur-
rence of such land value inflaiion, the
auihors state: “The schemes for replan-
ning and rebuilding devastated areas itk

_necessitate large purchases of land, and

already all sorts of vague and ineflective
proposals for restriciing land speculation,
or for some application of utterly un-
workabie betterment taxation are being
discusyed.”

The preamble to the League’s Memo-
randum of Proposals reads as follows:

+The gwnership of land is a favor con-
ferrad on the individual by all the ciii-
zems of & country. The value of ihe
holding represents the benefits which the
holder receives from the community, and
is a -reliable measive of what he owes
and ocught to eontribute fo ke upkeep of
local and national government. The non-
use of naturasl resources or of the advan-
tages conferred by public services showld
not excuse payment to {be community for
value received.”

Following the preamble, steps by which
the end sought iz to be made effective
are set forth in detail.

Motice

The ¥reeman is informed thatl Henry
B, Cramer, 2207 McCall 3t, San Idego,
al., has 25 cartons of WIIAT'S WRONG
WITH TAXATION?, by Jackson H, Rals-
ton, which he is willing te send to any
activity center or Georgist group that can
make use of them at no clher cost than
shipping eharges. Hach carton eontains

" approximately Tifty copies of Judge Ral-

ston’s 188-page bonk,

(Continued from page 273}
need of evaluating things and their
equivalents in trade. The extending of
trade areas meant the broadening
and deepening of civilization. Imped-
ing and obstructing trade by any
mmeans meant the narrowing and re-
tarding of civilization. Trade is the
very lifeblood of civilization, whose

_girculation can be restricted only af

our peril—if carried too far it may
mean the death of civilization. Have
we not seen it7

e was a pacifist of pacifists, who
knew, as Cobden had said, that “Free

_Trade is the international law of ihe

Almighty,” but he had = “deadiine’
beyond which there could be o
peace,
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§t’s a Girl at the Bremer’s

NEW YORE-—The arrival of a yousg
jady who may be sievied president some
day on a Georgist platform iz annousced
by the proud father as follows:

“Bern io Lester . Bremer {(member of
the New York School) and bis wife, Cath-
erine, a baby girl, Aznn Blakemore, in
Christ Hospital, Jersey City, ™. J., Aw
sust 16, 1942, Weight: pight pounds, fen
QUNCES, Baby, mother—and father—dc-
ing well”

Who Doesn’t Like 187

CHICAGOTypical of the comment
evoked by Gisia Larsson's folk~-tale of
the coming of land reform 1o a CGraunstark-
inn kingdom, “Revolt In Arepdia,’’ is this
from & Chicage business man wha, after
reading the book himself, was s0 pleaged
that he passed i¢ on fo other members of
the family for perusal: “Jane loves it
and Maricn says it i the best thing of
its kind she has sver sesn.’

Mr, Craig Is on the Job

NEW YORE--Foliowing ars excerpis
from a letter, written from London, Irci
Mr, . 8. Crailg, British Mercantile M-
ring, whoss visii to the Henry George
grhool of Social Sciemee In New York
was reported in the August Freeman:

“] s writing to you 3¢ soon afier be-
ing af the schégl, becartee it may be some
time before I am abie to get in iouch
with wow again. We have been success-
ful in forming s small group of seven,
and the members have alresdy filled in

the ‘Duestionnairs,” read “The Problem”

and heen ilssued sheeis for Lesson 1L . . .
The class has been acguainied with the
geperous assislames  glven by the New
vork School, amd has underialien lo com-
plete the fall course of ten lemgons with-
out missing ome. I shall be after any
who does: with this sdvantage—ihat I
know he can'l get very far away!] Even
difficuliies seem to have their possibilis
ties. (It would be preity hard to give
ihe silp to the chief enginser on hip-
woard at ses—Ed)

Altkough it may be some time before
wou hear from me again, the clasg will
still be going on, and if ever we are b

Mow Tork I hops I may be permitied o -

pring the members along 0 see your
fine building and the magnificent work
you are doing over there.

A Fertile Field

OMaFa—a brief talk anncuncing the
clasaes of the Omaha Mxtension and ex-
plat o something of their purposs was
made to an August meeiing of ithe Omaba
Central Lebor Unifon, This was followed
up by iwo similar talks io member
wnions, and several personal inlerviews
with ioeal leaders. EL i3 hoped in this
way Lo interest a number of active
unionists in the Bchool

Facully Meotings

NEW ¥ 0 R E-—-"Deonomic Geography’’
was the topic at the Septeinber 9th fag-
wity mesting, Mr. William  Stroad  lead
the discussion, which Was participated in
by a pumber of those present, M. George
. Boy#l presided.

Tne subject for the Beptember 24kn
mesting was Proposed Post-War Flans
ye, Henry George.” Speakers were Mipr-
shall De Angslis and Richard Moos, Fol-
lowing  their falks the meetbing was
thrown open for gensral diseussion of the
subiect.

Qmaha Prepares
For Fall Opening

gMAKLA—As a Tesult of continued ac-
Ligity through the summer months ol
she Omana Chapter of The Henry He0rge
Feliowship, a decided inerease over last
vear's earcilment is expected for the fall
clesses which open the first week 0f Oc-
tober.

From a social standpoini, the high-
light of Georgist activitisy Auring the
surmnmer was the Fellowship picnic in Ju-
ly. August was marked Dy n supper in
nonor of Miss V. G, Pelerson of Mew
York, Becretary of the Robert Bchalien-
bach Foundation, Miss Peterson’s talk
on the work of ihe Foundation and the
schoo! was entbusiaslically recsived,

Dropping the Wrong Tax
CHEYENNE, Wyo.—Ii is annomneed by
the Wyoming Stals Board of Bgualiza-
tign that stats properiy taxes for 1§42
will mot be levied., Heasons given are
gxressive federal taxes snd sufficient rev-
enue from  other sSouUrces. Two other
sources are: revenus from the alate
owned wholesale liguer stores and the
siate sales tax. The latter was First inl-
pisted in Wyoming a8 an emergency
measure, and later made a permanent law
by the isgislaturs. The Wyoming prop-
erty iaX was s mostly on lamd. {The
potentialities are ohvicus o Georgists!

Just Missed Pearl Harbor
NEW ¥ 0 RE—Visiting The Freeman
and the school last meomth was H. A
Jackson, now & resident of Los Angeles,
who lefi Honolwta but a few davs be-
fore the Pearl Harbor sttack, after living
a number of years in the Hawallan Is-
s, Mr. Jacksen, long a Georgist, will
write an articie for an early issue of The
Freeman on the land situation in Hawnli,

Christisnson Speaks in Jersey
NWEWARK, N, f--A F Christiansni,
member of ithe faculty of the Henry
Goorge School of Soeial Science in New
York, addressed a gatheting of some
forty people at the home of Mrs. Geoffrey
sigtey Iin Waestfield, N, J., on the evening
of September 18th, preparatory fo the
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opening of the fail class in Progre
Poverty in the Westfisld arvea.

We Knew He Wonid

WEW YORK-—From ar-sway Axpstraiia,
land of ihe duckbliled platypus, the din-
go and the barking Jizard, comes word
that Captain Williare H. Guasha, Y. 8.
Army, i3 carTying on in the Dew fight for
freedom with ihe sams skill and deyoiion
to duiy that marked his agtivities a3
sepcher in the Henry George Schacl of
Socinl Seience and legal counsel for ihe
school and The Freeman wunti! hiz induog-
tion into the army last year.

commenting on the manner in which
Caplain Quasha is meeling the heavy de-
mands of his dual job as member of &
three-man board of contracts andg adiusl-
ments and Executive Dfticer for he Lran-
eral Purchasing Agent and Chief of fRE)
Statistical Divigion, his commaznding geh-
ersl reported on s recent visit to the Unit-
ed Siates that “he has s wonderful hend
an his shoulders. He seems to have the
sbility to analyze ihe toughest problam
and find (he proper epproach 'just tike
that.” "’

Fhank You, Mr. Nichols

i1 have enjoyed wery miuch the ‘Wood-
lock articles and especially Professor
Brown's reply. I think we need very
much the patient, reasoned, tolerant, calm
explanation and exposition of our thesis
Some day [ may fell you the antithesiy
of thiz, which I do not like, of which The
Treewman had too much. T oam ziad to
say it has much less of that recenily.
Wellesley Hills, Mass, Fohn B, Michols

(Continued from page 2783
fower treatiss  we &hall  need”
“ . above all” meditates our hero-
ine, “truth, wisdem, beauty, justics;
are there, absolute, neither (o be
implemented nor destroyed by the
hageling of poiliicians.”

The story is finished. I don't hnow
how long I shall remerber Hamer
Shaweress, Ann, Pen, Arncld,
{harles, Alice, Lettice I dom't Enow
when I shall travel again with an au-
tnor info the coal mines of the
Rhondda Valiey, over the mnocrs at
Bailden, into the slums of Ancoats
Street, dine with nobility, oy convens
with the House of Commons. Butb the
truih as I have learned it from Fen-
rv George I shall recoghize  Any-
where, I is omnipresent and om-
sipotent and I need ooly Yookt
find it.
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Mr. Ganschow Says Fight

As a recent graduate of the eourse giv-
¢n by the Newark Extension, T was very
much interesied in the letter of criticism
written by Una B, Miller of Summil, M.
J., in your Jjune issue.

Grapbing that the starters of fhis war
were “beltevers in the Malthesian Theory
and Power Polities,” we must Dow facn
the cold fact that we are facing the most
powerful destructive forces ever conesived
or produced by man. Al of uvs are
against war; we showed that by our hesi-
taney in granting powers to those in au-
thority ic build up our military organi-
wation. At this iime, however, when we
are fighiing with our backs to the wall
to save our very Hves, {0 say nothing of
saving our free democratic form of gov-
ermment, it seems ustimely and futile to
say we are against war snd iherefore
must not render what Miss Miller lerms
“lUp service.”

¥ {he destructive forces now on ihe
loose win this war, there will be no op-
poriunity for ug o cxpress oGy views o
any public guesfion. So, I say, lels all
zet behind those who are conducting the
war, whether 'we like their politics or
not. Winning the war should be the
first consideration of all; we can arghe
our views afier we have destroyed the
forceq now tryving to destroy us and eve
erything that modern civitization holds
worth while,

Incidentally your June issue wWas very
interesting and I feel fhat an orchid in
your direction would net be cut of order.
Hillgide, M. J. ¥, W. Ganschow

Georgists, Take Notice

There iz hefore the House Judiclary
Commities a proposed amendment to the
Constitution of the United Sfates to raise
revenue by iaxing land wvalues. I{ yow
‘Rave not already dope so, could you ad-
vige your readers lo write io their rep-
resentative for a copy of it, and, also,
to express their approwal of the measurs?
Further, they shonid write to Hon. Zeb-
ulon Weaver, House Judiciary Commiltes,
voleing  their approval,
Agheviile, M. (1 HMrs., Bertha Sellers

(& copy of the propossd  amendment

waz published in the September issue of
The Freeman. —The Bditors)

Sees The Light at 69

I have been particwlarly impressed by
the article in the July and Augusi lssues
of The Freeman captioned *“The Foolish-
ness of the Wise Men,” by Siephen Beli.
¥ could afford i3, Td ask your per-
micrion o have it reprinted in pawmphiot
frrm {0 be distributed far and wile, fur
iz iz s0 pertineat and m keeping with ihe
need of thiz terrible fime. Togeilber with
fhiz I should quote Henry George:

.. . Kt has come to pass thal the great

republic of the modern world hag
adopied al the beginning of ity career
an ipstitution fhai ruined the repub-
lics of antiguity; thal & people who
proclalim fhe inalienable zights of all
men to life, liberity, and the pursuil
of happiness have accepted -withowt
guestion a principle which in denving
the inalienable right to the soil finally
deniss the egual right io Iife and lib-
erty; that a people who al the cost
of a bloody war have abolished chal-
tel alavery, wvei permit slavery in &
more widespread and dangerous form
take rook,’"

Thia “root” we must desiroy, if we ars
to achieve cur birthright—the “right’” we
iong ago “'sold for s mess of pottage”
(sgme mess!). Certainlv we should not
entertain thoughts of vengeance, for we
are all guiity., Nol vengeance, bui under-
standing is what we showld culiivate; s
derstanding of the universal, irresistibie
toree operating whererer humanity con-
gregates. {Onee paderstood, we can, if we
will, work with it for olw covmmon good.
We have stupidly worked agsinst il
chaos, destruection, the result, SBo, it is
up to us—ihe people—to destroy the evil
root, Until thiz is done, there i3 no use
in prayers for peace. “'The most affec
tive prayer is ipteliigeni aciion.” Let u#
o act,

Only after having reached the ape of
stxly-nine vears have I come to see thig
truth. While I distike the terms “Geore-
iat” apd “Single Taxer,” I copsider Hen-
rv (George a greater man ihan even our
reversd Abrabam Lincoln, and the great-
est hwogor we oan confer upon him is 1o
tell the world the truth that he lived for.
Mew York Lydia Nilsson Stjermberg

Mr. Peach Gets His
i read ihe article, “Mr. Bellamy’s
Uiopia,” by Paul Peach In the Augnst

Z83
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Freeman., ¥ou slate that you do not
necessarily endorse the opinions expressed
in your editorials or articles. Neverthe-
lems i vou give the article fhe big head-
ine you did on the {ront page. one
naturaliy is inciined to get the lmpres-
gion that the editors must have thought
very well of the sricle to give it the
greater prominence, I have sttedied both
Belamy’s books, as well ag Progross
and Poverty by ¥Feanry George, Am frank

to admii that I am inclined to prefer
Belamy's theories over those of flenry
George, § do consider Henry George 3

great thinker, with s wonderful mind in
pnalyzing facis and causes. However, he
cannot fouch Bellamy in thorpughness in
giving us s compleis solution to our pres-
ent day illg.

Mr. Paul Peach shows his lack of thor-
aughness in making deductions by show-
ing a lack of capacity to read a book and
wnderstand what is said, FHis article is
ful! of inaccuracies, Im the first column
HMr. Peach makes the siatement that “ev-
ery evening' 2 hypnotist comes below to
put him Lo sieep. It iz ridiculows for this
is not sz21d g the book.

He then itslls uwz that the desughiter of
Mr., Leste iz the sole iutor while the
wook puits Dr. Leete as the foremost
tencher whils Bdith {ries to help out at
thmes. Again Mr. Peach proves that he
cannot interpret correctly what he raads,
By stating in the second column that the
private exchange iz forbidden. Mo more
ridiculous lie has been put forth. Fleass
guoie the page where such 3 sfatement iz
to be found,

I could go on for pages pointing ouwt
mmba-statements, I you belisve in demo-
eratic principles wou should publish this
fsiter in your leiters to the Editor, Mr,
Peach belleves that nething iz possible ex-
cepting what he coasiders possible and
trios o cram it down our throails by
making false sitatements. However, 1T ig

& pool way io brove ome’s point and I
am much disappointed in the Freeman if
this is the kind of article which gels the
headlings,

Wew Ovicans, L.

Martin L, BEelioman
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Faith and Patriotism

“@ut we have not fuliy trusted her”

News digpatches in August gucted At-
torney General Biddle as saying that
while a certain large 0oil company may
have been guilty of infringing certain
monopoly laws, there was no reason ]
helieve that the company had been guilly
of any unpairiotic deals, The Attorney
General's statement referred to the charge
that agreements bad been made with an
enemy couniry in exchange for pateni
rights.

The incident furnishas an example of
the lnose way in which the word ‘‘patri-
otig” is being used today. The dicticnary
defines the word as meaning “‘devoled to
the welfare of one’s country; directed to
the public safety and welfare” Most
{Zeorgisis will disagree with the Attorpey
General. The mere infringement of mo-
nopoly laws is a serious and unpatriotic
deed. It is obviously an sclion directed
against public welfare.

At the same time thers i3 much agita-
tion for the suspension of anti-trust and
gimilar laws, and for the dismissal of
ecases of that nature now pending, ail os-

tensibly In the interests of national unity-

during fhe emergency, It iz held to be
unpatriotic to expend effort in these crit-
ical tirnes wpon such trivial maiters as
moncpokies, truasts, vesied interests and
political privileges.

Georgists, however, have & much high-
er concepiion of pairiotism than this,
which permits selfish interests to act
against the general welfare when they
wrap themselves in the flag. The age in
which we live is an unhappy one. What
we need maost urgently is a sense of direc-
tion, the faith that in teaching the phiios-
ophy of moral progress through freedorm
we are indeed taking the most patriotic
action within our power.

Ne progressive movement can afford to
stand still, for its very stagmation will
deny it any effectiveness in a changing
world, a world in which Dew ideclogies
may necessitate new factics, This does
not mean that expediency should rule, for
any compromise with srinciple tends to a
compiete negation of the total siructure
of the premise, logic and validity of the
eonclusions of & philasophy. Rather, i
gnould be an aleripess as to new ap-
proaches and, as the movement grows, &
display by the leading elements in that
movemeant of an implicit faith in it op-
jectives and the righteousness of its
cause, Neither objective is being met by
Georgists  foday.

In ansalyzing these shortcomings it
may be well to examine more closely cer-
tain fundamentals, lest an oversight in 2
premigs or an oversimplification boern out
of habitual usage shoutd thwart the ei-
fort to find betier metheds of teaching
how the free socieiy which Henry George
vistalized is to be brought about. Faii-
are to S0 this now in the rapidly chang-
ing environment of & war-torn world,

may cause the comiplete disintegration of
the {teorgist movement. There is no de-
featism in Georgism, but our strength
lies in clear and tearless thinking, freshly
interrogating even accepted principles,
following truth wherever it may lead.

The writer offers these themes for con-

gideraton.

(1) The impact of this war threatens to
break the Georgist movement, as has hap-
pened before in similar times of stress.
It may be wise al this time, therefore,
to sit back and concentrate on ihe mak-
ing of beiter teachers. This would entail
work on betler methods of presentation,
the preparation of additicnal auwd more
inclusive courses, ete. The names of Adam
Smith, Ricardo, Mill, the Fhysiocrats
and many others come to mind; people
with whose works many Georgists are

but barely familiar. In short we should-

prepare the heavy ammunition for the
_ {ime when the war is over. It geems
doubtful whether much headway can be
made under prevailing conditions, with
many teachers and students joining the
armed forces, and the civilian . population
husy with First Ald, Ailr Faid Warden
duty and other volunieer war work, not
, tp mention the strain under which every-
one lives. “They also serve who only
stand and wait,” and in keeping the phil-
osophy alive and withoul compromise,
while developing a larger body of first
class teachers, we may well make the
greatest comntribution possible to the
movement,

(2} “A civilization like ours must either
advance oT go back,” says Henry George.
The sarth is the tomb of dead empires
no less than of dead men.”” In Progress
and Poverty he showed how OUR civiliz-
ation may decline, lest we stop iis in-
‘ternal decay before the time when *“in
the festering masses will be generated
voleanic forces, which shatter and rend
when seeming accident give them vent
.. . and 1 carnivals of destraction brute
force and wild frenzy will aliernate with
the lethargy of a declining civilization.”

Are we taking his book serigusly? Are

we meseting the challenge?

The motor of human progress is humap
power, limited by the amount of effort
expended in securing a living. Thus, 23
itequality progresses, as the struggle for
a bsre existence hecomeg more Jntense
and it becomes harder to find a job, the
desire for security will gradually replace
the desire for opportunity, the worker
will become more dependent tpon the ex-
tsting system, and with senses dulled
adjustment will be made, “The advance
of inequality necesgarily brings improve-
ments to a4 half, and . . . draws even
upon the mental power necessary for
maintenance, and retrogression hegins.””
Thig is the challenge of our {imes and

failure to meef it means resignation to

inevitable fallure,
Too many Georgisis today econsider
that the whole vast problem of life will
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ba completely solved once economic reni
is collected by the comimunity. The first
resuit of that panacea-ipongeving i3 to
antagonize every other group working

‘for some reform or oinher. There i no

reason Wwhy we should not have Coop-
eratives under Georgism, or a credii-plan,
or 2 copsumers-union, or a labor union.
As a matter of fact, these will fare wmuch
better and take their proper place, once
the problem of finding work for their
members is no longer a throttiing force.

Ours is not the only reform or revolu-
tionary movement, and in bluntly antag~
onizing every other, we are simply work-
ing against ourselves. Om the moral and
religious side the picture i3 as bad, As
Mr. Ladlow wrote in the July Freeman,
“We have become sierile in our mad
worship of logic; we have falsitied the
nature of man and built up a movement
withoat dynamism, or revolationary en-
thusiasm.’” A friend smphasized this to
me recently: ““You congider only the
fact that there are landowners; yow disTe-
gard completely that everybody who ig not
a landowner would like to be one, and
as long as there is a chance and thelr
moral outlegk is unchanged Georgism will
fail.™ )

Consgidering the inevitable moral &e-
terioration resulting from the advance of
jnequality, where will our answer Le?
Can we just go on educsting more and
more people, or will there bhe a time
when more and more people will refuse
to be educated? And what of faith, the
great and unshaken faith in freedom? Wil
that be the answer?

Georgism is not dead, nor has the chaos
of anarchy overtaken our American socel-
ety. And wyei, whe would deny that the
powers of darkness are al work? “"He who
will hear, io him the clarions of the battle
eall,” It iz time to awaken from OHT
lethargy, it is times to prepare for the
decisive battle of ideologies that musi
come sooner or later., Some of us are
fighting now with the armed forces, and
in so deing will defeat any threat of
armed invasion, for we doubt mnot our
victory in battle. But Georgism will not
come about by itself, and unless we are
prepzred for the greater struggle to fol-
low, the forces of totalitarianism may well
win out, freedom once mors become U~
known and the ali-dominant Btate grow
invincible. Dear empires testify . . . .

Wirst and foremost the call is for el
tar educational methods. The will to
knowledge musi come from within, al-
though if should be siromgly encouraged
by ihose enirusted with the adminisira-
tion of the school and its extensions.
Honest differences of opinion, unkess they
viclate fundamental principles of the
philpsophy, are valuable and cannot be
suppresded in a group advecaiing free-
dom. By equal right, ne prassure f{rom
without tust shake the faith that is
Georgism, the knowlsdge that in spread-
ing the philosophy o©f moral progress
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through freedom we are serving our coun-
try, are serving mankind, The responsi-

bility is ours and its weight is heavy. -
When words are not heard, our lives for
& cause may bear lhe testimony. When

people become dulled by environmental
forces t0 the complicated structure of
slow and painful education, let our faith
in freedom and patriotism inspire them.
Much has been left unsaid that should
have heen said. As it is, these are sericus
themes for your consgideration which to
the writer seem mosi challenging.
Mew York Richard L, Moos

Anent Mr, Greene’s Article

in his articie, “New Landlords for 014,”
Lancaster Greene sets forth in cogent
words the underlying features of the abo-
iition of fewdal tenures in Quebec, Among
thinkers who advocate nationalization of
land, there are two schools: one which
believes in nationalization by buying out
the landowners, some representatives of
which are Herbert Spencer, George Ber-
sard Shaw and many in the British La-
hour pariy; and those of us who believe
the George way. MNow, if Quebec had
taken a leaf from Henry George, there
wouhl have been ne hangover, sich as
the 41 vears provided for in Quebet's so-
Iution, But what American state would
have done the job any better? ’

Mr. Greene states that '‘the Euglish |

conguerors of Canada permiited an’ eco-
nomie anachronism to persist” dut in
1763 Tom Spence had not yet read his
paper to the Royal Society, anpd there
was 1no agitation for mnationalization of
jand iz Hurope, That came later. The
Rritizh extended fheir characteristic mag-
nanimity to the French, agreeing o re-
spect all of the grants of the French re-
gime. That policy kept the French loyal
in the Revolutionary War. England's
laisgez-faire policy in regard to French
rights in Quebec tended, however, to slow
up reform. Sirce Quebec became aw-
tonomous in 1867, she could at any time
nave done what she has now belatedly
done.

Nor has the province been forward-
looking in other matters. For years aft-
er cother provinces had given women the
right to voite, and had introduced old-age
pengions, Quebec held aloof. While On-
taric gave the Continent of North Ameri-
ca—and the world—a demonstration of a

publicly-owned hydro-electrie system, the

very considerable water-power develop-
ment of Quebee ig all in privaie ha.nd_s.
But in the last four years Quebec has
got a move on, A provincial embryo hy-
dro-electric body has been formed, and

an agreement hes been made with the,

Province of Ontario for hydre develop-
ments on the Ottawa river. Under ihe
leadership of the wife of a French-Cana-
dlan senator, though opposed by the Car-
dinal, the Ilegisiature has enfranchised
women., Wuehec has joined withthe other

provinees in the Tederal old age pension
scheme. The old sore of the seigmiorial
rents has been seitied, though not "as
Georgists would wish it. And the Prem-
jer of Quebec is leading a drive for high-

‘er. educational standards for the Prov-

ince. The hopeful thing is that backward
Quebec is going places. And maybe she
will go Henry George yet if the Montreal
groups continue to set the pace.

Qttawa Herbert T, Oweng

Is Mr. Stiffey’s Face Red?

K. W. Stiffey, in hiz article in 'I‘he
Freeman for Septemher, “Keeping De-
mocracy’s Fromise,” gives the twenty-
third Psalm as the source of the guola-
Hon: “The earth is the Lord's and the

‘fullness thereof.”  The correct gource is

the twenty-fourth Psalm. Even with this
slight error the article is fine. '
Ashiabula, Ohio S Haytclwr

A War Objector Objec ts

I strongly cbject to the pubhca.tlon in
the September issue of The Freeman of
the articla, ““To A War Ubjector” by Rob-
ert C. Clothier, president of Rutgeérs Uni-
versity.

The purpese of The Freema.n, I have-

. understood, is lo discuss on the basis of

George’s teachings, social and economic
affairs. Idr. Clothier's letter does not
pretend to examine the issue of objection:
to war on- the basiz of principles ex-

. pregsed by George or his adherents.

Since Dir. Clothier’s letier is entirely.
extraneous to the purposes for which Theé
Freeman is published, I will not ask for
space here to refute him point by point.
May I, however, make the perhaps guf-
ficient observation that Dr. Cloihier's ar-
sument depends on ideniifying as exclu~
sively enemy acts those very brutalities
which constititte and comprise war, Dr.
Clothier cannot, for instance, “eondone
the specious reasoning of one who can
bhelieve that war iz worse than the mur-
der .of the Greek mnation.” Just what
name doss . Clothier give the kzllmg
of the Greek nafion?

1 was a conscientious objector . before
I was a Georgist, IT it is the present pol-
iey of The Freeman to publish articles on
general gociological issues I will be glad
to submit a lstter, *“T'o a War Monger”

‘which wiil omit all refersnce io Georgism

as completely as IDr. Clothier's, ‘To a
War Objector.”™ - :
New York

That's Telling Us
It is distressing thai “The Freeman™
is so lacking in support of the philoso-

FJames Wade L.e Baron

phy of Henry George. FToo large & per-

cenlage of your articles are in direct
contradiction to “Progress & Poverty.”

Your contributers are just not big encugh’

to fully understand his philusophy,

I realize that no magazine today would
be allowed fo be published if it spoke
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the truth of war. However, if iz per-

-yerting the teachings of Henry Georgs

to print such drivel a3 “To a War Cb-
jector” (in your last issue), With se
many people completely under the sway
of our . propagandized press and radio,
why try 1o print any contemporary opim-
jon? Why not have for your comments
on war, simply guotations from Henry
George? I am no profound simdent of
Henry George, but I well remember his
attitude on war, and it is ome aundred
percent correct, You actept hiz funda~
mental teaching of political sclence, =0
why think thaet his = diagnosis of war
shows any less keenness of insight?

Omne of your contributors in the article,
“Can Georgism Bless War?’ s¢ems to
dismizs Henry Geerge’s views on war be-
cayse there was no war in progress when
Progress & Poverty was published Does
he forget that Henry George lived
through ihe Civil War and the horrible
reconstruction pericd following it. Any
thinking person knows that during a war
is the worst possible itime fo propound
theories on War, BEven the coolest heads
are apt to be tarned by the overpewering
propagandz and hafes. Henry George was
in ths best possible position to deal with
war, Aside from his acute and lucid mind,
the time wag ezactly right for observing
evil causes and results of a dreadful
war, after the passions that blind had
receded.

War and peace are a part of our ecoB-
omy, and are not matters merely of
hates, loves and prejudices. War irends
gan be just ama scientifically mapped as
any other sconomic trends. X1 is merely
by perverting and personalizing unrelated
sitigations that the pecopis are deceived
into wars. Heury George saw all this
clearly, and hi gexpose iz just as accurate
as his expose of the Malthuslan Theory.
If you wish i¢ promcte the leachings of
Henry George, it is folly ‘and worze to
print the shallow, heated views of com-
temporary writers. They' are Just too
small, ’

“War i3 the superbame of the 3onop-
olists., Why hot be realistic? War and
Poverty are the twin triumphs of Monop-

‘oly, and to view them otherwise iz child-

ish, As H. G, Wells says, to lay the
war ite the door of evil govermments ae-
complishes nothing, for it is the apathy,
ignorance and indifference of the people
that permits wars. Dom’t increase the ig-
norance of the public. Stick to the ieach-
ings of Henry George.

Whila 1 know Henry George held no
Lrief for labor unions, it does amuse me
to mec “'The Freeman® spend se much
space on malize toward Unions and the
Farm Bloc, Theae are mosquitc bites
compared 1o the csncer of Monopoly.
Your articles on Mepopoly seem o be
singularly colorless and insipid. If you
have ne forcefwi current material, there
slways is & wealth of the best in the
varioua works of Henry {George which
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you wouwd do well {o quote agaln and
agail.
Jamestown, N. ¥,

A, & Tillolson

M. Greene Dissents

L cannot alogeihwr agres with  Mr.
Paul Peach’s article on the “Nature and
Couses of Intersst.” In our present #oo-
nomic gystem “interest’” ean be and often
is an evil, Thiz would not be necessary
and we hope would not be irue in a free
goonomy. it cannoi be denied (hat a large
portion of present day  capital used in
production is not true capital, but derived
from  economic remt. Presumably in a
free economy ikis, of course, would re-
dure the capital fund. Nevertheless we
can assume that a free economy would
drive interesi to a minimnim. Tuli pro-
duction would incrsase the demand {oe
capital, but would Increass the supply fo
an even greater degres.

Too greai a supply of capifal would
perhaps cause sorme of the surplus to dis-
appear, as it has in the past. Owr money
system makes thiz possible. But in a free
economy ihis should not be as vital a
factor towsrd business dJepression, be-
cagse {as {Jeorgists) we believe thg core
rect use of economic renit would stabilize
the whole struciore. We cannot, of course,
forasen to what extent free economy
would  destroy  the inflated importance
of monopoly contrel of money-capilal,
but we cen safely assume the reduction
of that importance,

1 ecannet see why “interest’” presup-
poses the advantage of the iender, or the
dizadvantags of the borrower, It seems
Es me that the use of cspital, as in the
application of Free Trade, should be
mutually profitable tc both parties. A

cyery simule {lustration would be the pur-

chase of houses, oy of austomobiles, The
buver is at a disadvaniage only i the
rale of inieresi is exorbitant. In a free
economy, capiial would be wused as it
should be, sp assistant in productisn, and
would have s natural return, I see Do
reason to expeci that refurn ic be '‘neg-
ative.”

Cmasha, MNeb.

Mr. f. Bupert Mason
Wants to Kuow

What agency of government should
have the power to determine {he rental
value of & given site o parcel of land,
and whether bidder A or B shall enjoy
the possesgion, and for how many years?

George B, Greens

Should the same agency ack as rent col-
lector, amd retain control of money col-
lected, or remit it to a ceairal agency,
to which the presest federal, stste and
focal units of government can apply for
the fuads requisite {9 meet lheir neces-
Bary expenses?

Should ihe framework of gnverhment,
a3 it exists under our federal and state
constitutions be retained, or an entively
new structurs be built?

Showld & user of land iall, neglect or
refuge io pay the rent due, how shouid
the gituation be handled? HWow much
{ime ghoutd he bhe given in which to pay?
Fresent state laws allow from § months
to five years, aflter real estafe taxes are
dwe, a3 a period of redemption, after
which time the title to the property. free
of all mortgsges or other private keng
either reverts io the state or ome of its
loca! units of government, or  saiother
persen eaun acqguire title to the property,
as provided by state jaw., Since 1930,
however, the real estaie groups have suc-
ceeded in getling  tax-sale moralorium
laws passed in most ztates, uniil ithere
are pow milllons of acres and lols wvpon
which {aithough taxed each year), noth-
ing has been paild, and these vast bodies
are now  virteally a "ne-man’s  land’
azainst which the accumuiation of many
vears delinguent taxes, penalfies and in-
terest often greaily sxceeds the figure
any person would pay for the property,
today.

In a few states, some ailempi has been
mads o come o grips with this prob-
iem. How many Georgisis have studied
{his, in their own state?

It iz not enough, in my judgment to
gay we will give serious thought to these
quesiions when we get fo them, and that
our sole job nmow 8 io let people Raow
they should colizet all the remt, In lieu
of being taxed.

Obvicusty, there are different ideas
about the “fechanigque’” that will prove
mest just and practical, 1% hss been my
belief that the existing tax  collecting
sirwciure angd officiais can and shouid be
ptilized, &5 muchk as necessary, 8o as to
invelve a minimum of disturbance,

The time may be closer than some of
us suspect, when wide agresrpent as ic
these “ways and means” may he essen-
tial. I should very much like to sce
gomment and specific suggestions in the
columns of The Freeman, frowm  other
readers of the rmagazine,

San Francisco J. RBupert Mason

{The Freeman invites letters slong the
lines suggested by Mr. Mason, Because
space for lefters In  obviously limited,
writers should confine themselves to 200
or 300 words., If your letter is not print-
ed, atiribute it to lack of room.—The Bdi-
tors.}

Two A Day

Two s vday is not & commercial for
vitamain  fableis, bt a piug for Henry
George. It Iz safe to assume that the
reader of this lIetter i3 & subway sirap
hanger; of course noi losing sight of
the more fortunate Georgists who live in
the suburbs and smeiler towns through-
ottt the country. But regardiess of wheth-
ar (he reader iz a New York subway sar-
ding or a country gentleman, Two &
Day, can piay an important part in
daily life, and believe it or not, sctually
give enjovement!
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Feople, whether they ride subways,
strest gars, irains or buses, usually like
o read. SOften times, they just ride and
ook, This iz where Two & Day, comes
m, On your vigits In the Henry George
School of Social Science take s weekg
supply of booklets, and each day as you
ride to and from work, leave one of {he
hooklets on your subway sest. Or hslter
still, if you want fo see what happens,
place one on lhe ssal nexit lo you. You
will fipd, that slmost always, it is
picked up. Soms oaly glance at it and
put i Hdown again, while others read it
&l the way throongh, and not infregaently
carry it away with them. X you take the
trowbls to code the bwooklsts, you will
find returns trickling in o dn the form of
new studenis for ihe sciwool. Therefore,
get in the habit of leaving Twe A Day,
on the subway seals,

By so doing, you will be helping to
fet the world kaow that there ig such
a thing as a Heory George Schoel, and
you will alse he the mesns of getting
pew gtudents for the school. OGut-of-
towners cak writs fo the school for free
Higratuve, inchuding inforgaation concern-
ing the correspondence course,

Try Two A Day Today!

New TYork cAdex T, Durig

MNear Miss for the Misses

That non-hog-ratsing letter in your Au-
gust issue iz an excellent example of
“reductic absurdiyn’ as applied o our
program of wagting ocur way o wealth,

Bpeaking on this poeint, one of our Con-
gressmen & few Vvearg agd remarked that
“it was fortunate for the Dicnne 'quints’
that they were born In (Jraoads rather
than in the Uniied States, oiherwise the
Secretary of Agriculiure would have or-
dered at least two of them plowed un-
der!l’’

Gerirnde B, Mackenzie

Wuashington, B £,

(Continwed from page 280.)
fo the land. If production means so
much in this war, why don’t we un-
shackie it by freeing it from iz~
placed taxation. In the ‘“‘People's
Lobhy Bulletin” of recent date, 7.
Bupert Mason writes:

“The basic guestion is not whether
the holders of fitle to wvaluable Jand
{mineral, urban, timber, coal, etc.}
can afford better Lo support the gov-
ernment, but whether it is permis-
sable undsr the letier or spirit of
our Declaration of TIndependsnce
longer to permit those hoarding valu-
able land to do so without contribut-
ing a4 larger pari of the cost of
governanent and natiomal defense.”
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(Continued from page Z7B)
menial charity to thogs who are de-
prived of patural opporiunity by iis
being withheld from production. A
higher charity budget takes the place
of grafi, but the budget tends Lo go
up, not down.

Further evidence iz shown in the
following experience. One of my cli-
ents agreed fo read ‘Progress and
Poverty,” which I gave him fto take
to Philadelphia, ©On his next vigit,
be said, “That book is a remarkable
plece of literature, and thinking, but
we have found cut how to selve our
problems in ocur Main Line suburb
without Henry George. We threw
out all the rascals and the business
men are runuing the town with the
lowest tax rate in the country.”

“Time,” I sald, “fell me more about
this. I suppose the end of graft
brought apartment and house rentals
down”’

“Oh, no, they went up, for every-
one wants to live where there are
no crooks and there is good munici-
pal service)”

“Have you any vacant land?” 1
asked,

“Oh, yes. With the big estates, I'd
say %0 per cent vacant land.”

“Then,” I suggested, “with all the
crooks and rascals oguf, this vacznt
land is cheap, | suppose, and you can
buy s lot and put up your own house
at & mouch iower outlay than before”

“Oh, you have it figured out wrong.
Evervone is willing to pay more for
land in a town where the taxes are
low for here they can hold for spec-
ylation for a leng peried withoutl be-
ing eaten up by the taxzes, In our
town land prices have doubled and
guadrupled since we turned the rag-
cals oul.”

“yyell,” said I, and remained silent.

Finally my client sald, “I guess we
just emchanged crooks and rascals
as extractors from our pockets for
landowners who did as well”

Ancther experience which has been
valuable to me in this problem was
a lunch with three real estate men
who bhad heard much of the Henry
George School of Social Science, and
whe had heard just encugh of land
values taxation to establish an im-

portant point, namely, whether they
conld shifi a land values tax,

I went through the basgic reascn-
ing but they felt that I was choos-
ing sxamples especially suited for a
pro-conclusion.

“Pick vour own facts as example,”
I suggested, “and make it difficull
for this theory.”

“Well, then, we'll pick a bailding
site in the 30's on Sixth Avenue, be-
fore the demclition of the ‘elevated.
The rent ig $1,200 for the site and
the city is now tfaking $600. When
the ‘el’ comes down the city proposes
to pay the cost of razing by taking
more of the rent, say another §600.

“But our firm fully expects to
charge $2,400 for the site after the
‘el is down. Arven't we golng to pass
on the land valaes tax?”

“aAre you sure this is hard encugh
and unfair enough to the proposition
to be conclusive?” I asked.

“That's what we tried for,” they
said,

“The guestion bangs on whether
the city will have improved this Sixth
Avenue gite out of proportion to
other valuss, say on Fifth, Madison,
or Third Avenues," I said. “Doss this
prospective higher rent come because
thig land is lmproved, or made more
desirable by community action?”

"Ry the improvement,” they
agreed.

“Then imagine my baving the pow-
er to rescind the action to raze the
elevated structure on Bixth Avenus.
It ¥ did thig could your plan 1o raise
the ground rent from §$1.200 to $2,-
400 succeed even though the ity
should take a $800 increase in tax of
$1,200 annually on ithe site?”

“Ng indeed, Tfor the other sites
have not increased, snud we eould not
raise our demands unless there were
a big relative improvement on Sixth
Avenue., We have no doubtz what-
ever now that we could dot shift a
fand values tax”

They appeared guite depressed at
the thought of the ending of all land
brokerage commissions as soon as 3
sufficient number of others realize
the implications of a site renl tax
for equality of opportuniiy.

o lift their thoughis to a brighter
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prospect, I asked, “Would there be
more buildings to manage, without
taxes on buildings and production?”

“0h, yes,” they agresd

“and how much of the real ostaie
husiness is management?”

“apout 902, they said, brighfen-
ing, ‘put of course, ihe anngal rent
aof building would be lower as more
puildings are construcied, and thers
would he a lot.”

I hope these illustralions may be
beipful to those whe would under-
stand, “Why the landowner cannpot
shift the tax on land value.”

Henry George Day

ARDEN, DEI.—Ths aahn al Iemry
George Day celebralion was held on the
afternoon of September 6th in the Tishd
Theatre. with atiendance closs lo recorg
figures. Henry George Il pres ided,
Speakers inciuded I, D. Ware of Arden,
Halen Mitchell McBEvoy of Washinglon,
©. ¢, Julisn Hickook of Philadelphia and
Fean Lackey of New Yotk

Diomer on the Pacific Toast
BERKELEY, CAL.—The East Bay Ex-
temsion of ths Henry George School of
Bocial Sciencs met with the San Francisce
group of Georgists for & Henry George
pirthday dinner on September 2, wilh
Jossph Thompson, author of *"More Pro-
gress and Less Povarty’”’ as toastmagler.
gpeakers were Hugh de Gale, 5. Bdward
Williams, . P. ®  Troy, J. Huperi
Wagon and Helen Wilsen, Mr, Stephen
Potter, for many vears Henry George's
secretary, wag among those present.

Charter Granted

MONTRBAL — Anpeuncemeni i3 made
that ““The Henry George School of Soctal
Seippoe’” haz bheen granted a charter by
the DQuebse Provincial Governmment Fall
Term clazses in Progress apd Poverty and
Protection or Free Trade were begin ihe
week of September 28, The monthly dis-
cussion meeting of Montreal Georgisis
was held Seplember 15,

Faeulty Council Appointed

NEW YDRE—The following teachera of
the Henry George Scheol of Social Science
will comprise the Paculty Counclt whieh
has heen created o act in an advisory
capacity in connection with the gelaction
and training of members of ths teaching
staf? at the MNew York School:
Louis Poiler
Win. & Leon
Abraleun Billg
#, OB Droviuss
Tsadore Piathkin

A, P Christianson
Marshall De Angelis
Pominic Della Volpe
Margery Warriner
W, . Distz




Socrates Had A

He sat- with his pupils and discussed ideas with them,
allowing ‘them the greatest: latitude in their pursuit of the

subject. He did not lecture. He did not insist that his con-
cept of any idea musf_ blindly be accepted.

Today Socrates’ method of teaching is widely followed

“n adult education. The Socratic method of instruction - is

the one empléyed at. The Henry Geqrge ‘School of :Sbcial
Science. If you are concerned with social and economic af-
fairs, if you are possessed of intellectnal curiosity, there is a
ten Weeks course in I*undamental Economics avallable to you

Without cost.
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LEECLEELLEELERTEERITIFED:

Henry George School of Social Science
30 East 20th Strest -
New York, M. ¥.

Please enroll me for the ten weeks course
in Fundamental ¥conomies,
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Enclosed please find One Dollar for a
year’s subscription to The Freeman.




