i
meu 5

.

w.w
.Ww.

o

]

o o . . . -
.




ENRY GEORGE SCHOOL

(Edited by a panel of Tutors)

8
5
1 4 CGireai Smith Strect, Westmnster, 5. W Tel. ABBey 6665
Volume 5, Number 11 Hovember, 1957
Editorial
The leunching of the second satellite by
the Soviet Union brings the poselbility of
contact with other planets much nearer, Already
land on the moon and on Mars has found willing
buyers, but what if the land already scld has
"oancrs™?  If precedermt is any guide, such
owneraship is not likely to be acknowledged. 89
far as rights te land are corcerned, force hasg
too often been the srbiter. But suppoping there
are people on these planets, and they alsc are
Py developing satellibes and space ships? Suppos-
) ing they are hawking around title deeds to the
The purpose of the carth? Here's a pretby problem!
School Magazine is to ' i
provide articles, news
and comments dealing To speculate in ancther direction, haow
with political, social would & man from outer space regard the earth?
and economis matters What would he thipk of our modern economic
as an extension of the gystems? Whabever his "politics", uncondibioned
study clesses of the by sarth sconomicg, he would be likely to oxpress
Scheol; o expound amazement at the .complicated processes whereby
- the first principles of the weglth of nations is divided, sub-divided
# QQ{’}!{?H‘]YC:S{HCHCS and 8.-11(1 I‘e-diVidEd amOng .th_e Poplﬂations. I,Ic wo.‘ﬂ_a
social justice and show think us very queer indeed when he found we had

their validity, relovance
E v devised fascinating and learned systews for ach=

ieving this re-division of wealth, i.e., income
tax, purchase tax, import duties, family allow-’

and sigatficance when
velated to current
econmnic problems; to

sostein interest among | aheod, subsidies, grants, welfare services, atice
‘-.ﬁ'ﬁ“f‘ii'lldﬁﬂlﬁ anpd to :
inspire paricipation in We would like to imegine the man from outer ~~- —
the  8chool's  work. spacs taking = common {or ‘uncormon) and uncomplie-
@ cabed vied of the production and disbribubion of

wealth, He would see the woalth of nabions aa
Adam Smith sow 1% 2




"The. amnusl lebour o
originally eupplics i5 w
dences of Life whish It amrwwslly consumes, and which conslab
abroys cither in the immedisbe wrpduse of that Lobow or In
what is purchased with Lhak Produne from other habions,™

erery nation iz tho fehd which

;
{
et ~ ' b S

Gho2ll the mecongsitics and COTHIe

Ho would obgerve end racogniss threeo disbingt and separabe

factors engaged in the production of Wealth of nationg, and then he B

would wonder how such complicated, clumsy, cestly and crarzy "occne

omic" systems ever camms Lo be developsd from such simplicibics, S

He would not be oxpeched ho know what our politicians and ccon-
omigts "know' after years of experionce and eduw abion, that swh syse-
teris.of shtate interforence are vitally mecesszry 'boca.use somewhere,
somehow, the just digtribution of weelth has gone wrong - Or Noves
worked in the fivet place., I he asksd whether this State plamming
and buresucratic meddling worked, he might be excused his amazerment
if told that it did not; that every plan to abolish an evil gave riss
t0 2 new one which in turn called for ancther plani that lebowrers,
capitalisbs and landcwners were all dissatisfied; bthat librariss were
crammed with books explaining aspects of economics vwhich were Sobally
irrelevaunt to the basic mo‘blems, that groups of people, politicians
and economists quarrslled among themsslves ag bo remedies for their
self-inflicted ovils; thot univerasities were training thousands of
sconomists to study the mistaken nobion of thousarle of others, fo
repeat them themselves, and to go on to make new ones,

We can picture the stupefaction et the picture of nstions feverw
ishly struggling for prosperity by building trade barriers ogeinst
each other; by placing penalbies upon indugtry, thrift and euberprise
and epermding their ille-gotten geins on building infernal machines to
destroy each other! Here is a acience fiction story for you if you
woart it. The economic scionce fiction that the people from othewr
planets might well bs pardoned from Bhinking a little too unrsel for
-perious thought!

e

POVE ’I‘Y WITH PROCRESS A% Alton, in Upper New York Btatbte, 75 workers
of dl) ages and both soxes live in a turblow
dowrn house which Jooks as if it had been built of huge dirty pleying

cards, It has ono wober tap and two oubside lavetorices. The ront e

is 10s. a head, Said one apathebic negro worker from Georgia: "Every-
thing is different from whab they told us, They sald we'd have work
to do, Bubt welve only worked bwo or three days a wesk for the past
three weeks., They told ug we'd live in a hotel  but look st it.,."
On Long Istand 10,000 migrents work every sumer, One shack,

which housed some 20 men and women, might be a pile of sbandoned sconery
from a Tenessee Willisms play. The floor is jigesowed with holss. The
windows arc & few jagmed slivers of glass stuffed with rags, The migran®-
are often illiterste, unheslthy, listloes and z.nx,ffmmn‘c.

- Bvening Standard, 16 Sepbtember 195/
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"Freeze, freeze, thou bitter sky,
Thou dost not bite so nigh
As benefits forgo‘a "

. Tt seems impogsible that those who purport to see injustice in
the idea of rating idle land on grounds of "benefits received”, should
fail to see the present injustice of sowcalled "gbility to pay". I
say 'so~ocalled! becsuse in reality one!s rates are related to size and
value of property, not depth of pocket. It means that a msn who may
have sunk his last penny into a comfortable home pays more in rates
than, say, a hermit millionaire who p:coi’ers squeezing h:s.mseli‘ inkto a
rabbit-hole,

_ Yot how can the "benefits received" oriterion be justly applied
to unused land? Take a men with an idle site in London, Having no.
development there - he receives nothing in the way of services. His
plot may be a short s*t;agger from the Queen's Arms and within choking
digtance of the gasworks; i% mey have a paved and metalled road rTun-
ning along its froot, dottod with 'bus stops and street lamps and
disbinguighed by a h::.gh road-accident mortality rate., Bub if the
ownot happens o live in Ashbywde-lasZouch he is not rocelving those
benefite.  For him the London street-lamp burns in vain. The City
dusteart passes him by, Why pay for benefits not received? Surely
the man to pay is the man who ig going to build a house there? -

The fact is, of course, that the site-owner, whether living in




Aghby=iomlamiouch ar Timbuctoo, hopes to capitalise his site same
time, ond from the vexy men who evomiually builds there. He well
knows that each added amenity to the noar neighbouwrhood has increasecd
‘what he can charge for selling or lstting the site.. He may not
benefit while he holds it idle (oxcept ng he is a6 presenb rato-
freef), bub his intention is to bouofid to the fuil, the momens he
gells or lets, Then, what he recoives in zround-ronbs or gelling
price reflects, among cther things, the value of the gervices provided,
' e Lithor way, this
amount dissppoars
into the asllorts
bank account and,
having paid 1%, or
agreed to pay, tho
buyer builds his
house,  Bub herdly
has he hung up his
hat, scarcely howe
his slippors wormod
st hia "very own®
fircside, than he is
met by overturcs
from the rabing
authority; and
7 not until this pro-
3 \3\.,_»_ cige moment is the
POVERTTRES FROY B ReTING AUTHORITY,.." - land ifself subject
: . : “ee oo to rabog = togother
: _with the house.
This is putting it simply, I know, bubt gquesbions clamowr for
angswer.  Should the one be exempt and the other nob?  Should the
ovner of wmscd loud reap whore he hag nob sown, having held up
developmont in the process?  Should a £2,000 house he rated, and e
plob worth £2,000 an sere be oxempt prior Ho usse? Commmnal oobivie
tles do not inercase the valuc of houses - they raise the valuc of
land, end i% is this vulue that is an appropricte subject for rabing,
Why wait until land is put 4o use? Use will follow the sooner if
sgsessed whilo. idlel . : ‘

Sometimes local subhoritics anmounce that all land in their area
1z voken up,  Thoy do not mean it. is all in uss,  They mean that
the wolves have gathered = that land prices in relation to available
funds have at last bocare prohibitive, Temporarily they may solve
the problen Dy highor rabe demands and through Treaswry gpants, Bub
thisg is o prodigal course, as there ig a bobtom to overy barrel,
When local suthoritics can got the money they pay i%, and lot othica
ond posterity go hangl  Whon they cammot, they are checlkod as surce
ly as if thore wore no more lond - and how few people ses the dide
tinction? There com bo no eacaps from their current dilermas
wuntil idle as well ag used land is rabed whorever it has o value, On




the other side of the coin, de~-rabing is a groab dhing - applied
to developments anly, but there can be no radical change until
occupiers gec the picture as clearly as their landlords, The
opposition is sbtiff. To landlords old and new, the picture was
ever orystal clesar, W .

" s e

SIGNPOSTS IN ECONOMIC THOUGHT
By John Bathe

1ls Plato

WEconomicg® ag a word comes:
from the Greek OIKONOMIS ~ house-

This is the first of ' keeping. The Arncient Creeks applied
a series of thumbmail the term not only to houscholds bub
sketches of th? Develop= to the mamagement of the state, The
ment of Economic Theory. use of the word in commection with
We start with Plato. Later Goverment later gave rise to the
skebches will cover the tem ¥political scoromy®, All thought
works of the Physiocrats, is influenced by social conditions. In

4dam Smith, 4.5, Mill, Karl the Ancient Greek society in which
Marx, Hayek, Mayrerd Keynes, | Plato lived there was bitter conflich

etcs  They cannot be more betwesn the landed aristocracy and the
than signposts in economie growing legion of merchents and buSe
~ thought but they might ena iness men. Plato was an aristocrat and
courage the student to exi an suthoritarian, and like most of his
'?a?d his knowledge of Pdle class did not approve of commercial
itical Ecqﬂomy. {-1ife, In hizs work "The Republiec" he

sketohed his ildeal scciety - the totale
- itarian state. In this socleiy all
property was to be owned by the state; thoere was to be an equal distrie
bution of wealth and no political rights for the workers, g

Plato was aware of the dangers that besel such a society. He there-
fore recommended that rulers be educated for their job from birth and
then chosen by competitive examirmation. Such a treining, he felt,
would reduce the risk of a despotic dictatorship. As a Ffurther safeguard
he recommended that the state be small enough for eweryone to know
everyone slse, Plato comsidered tyramry more likely %o rise in a large
totalitarian state than in a small one because of the greater diffew
iculty in the sdministration of the former. Plato!s recommendation
while reducing the chances of tyranny would, bscause of the smallness
of the state, keep down the standard of living. Plato admitted this.




To the aristocratic Plato who had bheen brought up fto regard the pursuit
of wealth asc immoral this was a good thirng,

What Plato had to offer was a plan to be imposed upon scciety.
This plan was not designed to tuke cognisance of matural economic .
laws. TWhere it did, such laws were vaguely perceived and not forme
 ylated into any cchesive relationship., What could be said in favour
of Plato's plan was that it represented good inbentions. However,
geeing bhat many of our modern econcmists are still pre~occupied
with devising schemes for the running of socieby (though not always
with the interests of the whole comunity in mind) it might be ob-
served that they have not advanced much in thought since Plato.

It must not be thought, however, that the mere passing of time
represents or meagures the growbh of economic thought., Sometimes we
have gone back = sometimes forward « and sometimes we have stood
still, We advance oply when truth ard justice are scrupulously
observed; we go back when vested inbterests shape political econcmy
- %o their own ends, ;

Among other Greek thinkers who contributed to economic thought
was Xenophon. In his book "Oikonomis® he advocated the use of silver
money in order to facilitate trede, and the formation of joint stock
companies, A mumber of Greek thinkers, including Zenophon, appreci-
ated the use of the division of labour, Plato wrote 1unidiy about
it in his "Republic¥, yet it was not for anobher 2,000 years thatb
the theory was fully developed by Adam Smith in his "Wealth of
Nations n » .

' Fslemseieses!
e e f peport in the "Evoudng News', Londen, 6th Nov,
- UNCEHARITABLE? | comments on the wealth of the Sultan of Brunel

, who c¢omes from one of the oil rich countries,

S _ The 40 year old .Sultan is not only concermed with
himself, for instead of eollecting all the revenues into his own
coffers he spends most of them on welfare schemes for his subjects.
The question whether the wealth that comes to him is rightfully his to
dispose of might appear umncharitable, but it is one that mary people
feel compelled ‘to askl _

. —= In an article {"™anchester Guardian®, A4th
WELFARE IN THE WILDS | Nov,) it appears that the Uralis of Van-
! givayulu (Kerala), India, are not cone-
cerned with having money spent on them and
do not like being organised, or interflered with. They do not want
charity, "All they want is to be allowed to cultibate cardamom, a
erop they know and for which there is a ready market in town. A1l
they need from the Govermment is three acres of jungle land per
family and they will be seb for life, but the Govermment is deaf o
their repeated prayers", The moral is obvious, Given free and equal
righte to natural resources amd the Welfare State will become an
anschronism = instesd there will exist a state of welfare,







Dear-3irs: The musings of Pendems in the. "Observer” 20th
October s on th,e»_.wmehip of “trter space sppear as- if meant to be
taken at least-half Seriously;--that new legel-problems arise ocut
o; space travel is. cerfainly frue, but the serious use of the word

OWIIGI‘Shlp in this conbext is almost oo -imbecile for belief.

What loads me %o think that the verb "to own" mey have been
used without tongue in cheek is that slready it is so used on Hhis
planet. It is.carefully differentiabed in legal docunmntu from
other verbs such as "bo.lease™ or "ho rent"

4 man crawls for his few seconds upon the face of_‘ the earth
with a piece of paper which.prociaime thabt he owns a part of theab
earth. Since one can no'more ovn area thanweigh ik, it must be
guppoaed that the "ownership" extends as a segment, 46 the core of
the earth, and out in space to infinity. If it does not, then
exactly how deep under property must a tunnel be, for the bunnel«
lers to be. innocent of tremmoco? Exactly abt what helght Over pro-
perty may a helicopter hover Wlthwfﬁﬁﬁﬁi%y?

It is the job of lawyers to think about such things, but surely
from & user of parb of the physical uhiverse an ad valorem rent or
tax 1s due to society, . Until such'time as mankind invents inmor-
“tality there can be no "ownership". Or if some think there can, such
absurdity might at least be restricted %o eaxth and nob proaected
into outer space. :

» Yours, ete. J. RICHARDS-. ,(London, Neda),

Dear 8irs: I refer to the first point only of M, Southoott‘“-
letter in the October issue, on "whether a policy of free trade
under existing conditions is better than a policy .of protection,"”
Unfortunately, existing condltlons include protection, but let that
pass, In my view, it may not be betbor - but 1t‘s fhonester‘

What else noed be said? FProtechion was nover intended o
benefit any but sectional interests, and carmot, be off'vcted without
discouraging trade in goneral, robbing othor’ proaaccrq and swindling
the housewife, : S

: Tc Pree trade, on tho otber hand, moazns smmply to rid it of
these "protective" ohaCklOS, to allcw trads to’ expand naturally




and wealth increase, Is this an unworthy ideal, under any
conditions? . ’

The fact that oxisting conditions make it a foregono con-
clusion bhat benefits will acerue mainly to lendlords in the end,
is a soparate issue; but one, I admit, that has to be dealt with
before we can brag truthfully of being free men,

' Yours, e%c., RYANFAVERSHAM (Horloy, Surrcy)

 Dear Sirs: Apropos Mr, Soubthcott!'s leotter, The final proof
that the Single Tex works is tho opposition to it of landed interests.
Therefore, if it is truc that frec trede would increase land values,
why is not similar proof fortheoming? Shouldn't we cxpoct to sce
landowners, as a class, among the staunchest supporters of froc
trade? Yot they are not, and I am Lterribly worried about this, .
Yours, etc,, TERRIBIY WORRIED, (London N.W,.5.)

. We are torribly worried in case s landowner should read
this! Tho fact is that tholr education in cconomics
has not gone that far, (Eds,)

~ Dear Sirst Your correspondent Mr Southeott asks whether a
policy of Free Trade under existing comditions is betier than a
policy of Protection, I would like to counter with the question::

- 1Ts a policy of Protection good. tunder gny conditions?' In my view
Protection is costly, inconvenient and wasteful. It fosters crime,
deceit and lyingy iz an affront to human dignity and an Insult to
our traditions of freedom. I thersfore give an ungualified "mo" to
Protection under any circumstances.

8o far as Buropean Free Trade is concerned it appsars that the
cost of such limited "Free Trade" is to be higher tariffs from the
group a8 & whole against the rest of the world. Individual countries
within the Common Market will not be free to lower their tariffs
against other countries outside, and are condemned to a perpetual
tariff system with not only their own vested interests to placate,
but also with those of their partuers should they ever want real free
trade. .

In all I have read on the subject I can orly conclude that it
is a battle botween exporters and mamfacturers in protected indusi-
rieg. The consumer is not considered. :

We should not worry too much about exports. Every import gives
rise to an export seeing that we don't get imports for nothing.
Othér countries do not, and will not buy from us Just to suit ouw
comfreniénce, .

Yours ete,, J. CARTER (London, N,13).
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CTHETVYRE AT IT AGAIN! An Apple & Pear Board is proposed by the National
© Farmeras! Union, ag part of a scheme which wopld

reguire aubhorised wholesale merchants to comply with certain conditions

and would improse & levy on growers who supply them. It is anticipated

that growers would have the choice of contributing %o tThe board's

" revenus either on a flat rabe acreage basis of mature trees or by pack-

 age.

The purpose of the Scheme is to publicise apples and peaxrs prow=
duced in England and Wales and to stimulate consumption of the home-
produced fruit. Scotland and Northern Ireland are excluded from the
scheme which does not apply to cider apples or perry pears.

Announcing the scheme in London yesterday, Mr, Giles Tuker, chair-
men of the Fruit Cormittee, said it was expected to be introduced in
sghout two years. It reguired perliamentary sanction and the county
branches would first give .their opinions. Only sales through the whole-
sale market would be touched and apples and pears grown by registered
producers would be sold through the agency of the board!s authorised
salesmen, with exceptlons in the retail class.

- "Manchester Guardian", 18th Oct.

WHERE LAYWS CORRUPT: The exisbence of a large-scale black market in the
jewellery trade, so exbensive that "it is now '
almost impossible Lo aell some things in the normal, legal way" is dise
closed in & leading article in thie month's "British Jeweller" - the
official journsl of the British Jewellers! Association, Illlegel dealw
ings, aimed at avoiding purchase tax, have grown so much that "not a
few firme are reaching a point where they will have to choose between
wrongdoing and bankruptcy," the article states. The most common method
of tax avoidance is said to be the representabion of new diamond rings
- which should bear tax at 60% = a3 second-hand rings, which bear no
~tax, This is accomplished by a loophole in the invoicing procedure....
Many of the firms involved in this type of trading are old-fashioned
businesses of high repute, the article claims.
- "Manchester Guardian", 18th Oct.
Abclish purchase tax and you sbolish a crime, Maintain foolish
and exborbionate taxabion and you destroy respect for laws (Baa).

THE LAND STAYS IN THE FAMILY: A‘ far-gighted nove by the fourth Merquess
of Bristol, wheo dled in 1951, enabled

16,000 acres of land in Wesb Suffolk, Essex and Lincolnshire to be kept

%‘3’




in the family..... The fourth Marguess left the 1ife interest in the
Bristol gettled esbate %o hig wife -~ and then not to his 87 year-old
brother who succesded hinm in tho title, but to his nophew, 42 year-
old Earl Jeormyn, No duby has had %o be peid on the land following the
dezth of the fourth llsrquess?s widow last ronth :

="Evening Standard® 16th Oct.

THE SCIENTIST!'S RESPUNSIBILITY: My claim is that the individual sciefe
tist should exercise his ovin personal
conscience, This ia hig duty, What is the duty of governments in this
regpect? 1% is To make it possible for him Lo exercise hig consclence.
The rosponsibllity of govermnnents in this is to creats the conditions

in which a scientist con say: No! to projects in which he docs not want
to take part. He wust even be able to give advice which is distagbeful
te those in aubhority, and still rush not be hounded out of pubbc life
or prﬂvanted from naldng o living.

In 21l countriss, the sericus threat to scientists who have mnoe
touched the fringes of sccret subjects is that they are then caught in
something from which they can never cscape again. They do not get a
pagsport, in casc somebody capburcs them, They cannot get a job because,
if they do not want to do this then they are too dangerous of awkyard
te be trusted with anything clse. This is what wo nust prevent governe
nents fron doing, and this can only be prevented by the opinion of gquite
ordinary citizensg, This is the duby which citizens owe to scientisba,
to ingigt that goverments shall make it possible for scientists to be
: uonsclezﬁ:mus objechors if they wish.

- = J, Bronowski,"Bulletin of the Abomic oc,lentis"cs".

QUESTI OF HOW ONE LOCKS AT IT: Moscow, Gctober 17th. Dr. G.

: Zodorzhny, a Russian legal expert,
writing in "Soviet Rossiya! says that the sabollite was not viclating
1m:erna:b10na.l law: 1t was not the sabellibte that was moving over
foreign countries bub the countries that were moving under the satellite
because of the rotabion of the earth. It would be as absurd to quesbion
the legaliby of the satellite's appenrance over the territory of various
countrics as the appearance of the moon, sun and or any other heavenly
body. {British Unlted Dress) B Eenchcster Guardian", 18th Oct.

W& should not bc pu’b off by this verdict. Why nob see if we
can put an import duty on the sabellite - and of course an
export duby. Or could we twot track the course of the Blip
so as to ascertain exactly over whose land it passes?. All

. carth owners (lendowners 4o you) could then claim an air
(land) rent. u(gds y ot o

QUOTE: T wish somebod.y would cr:u.t:.clse the officisls of the Treasury, o
most incompetert lot,  They do not understand money, They have

allawed it o loss its valus, and they cannot stop it lcs:mg its value.

Mr, Richerd OfSwlliven, Q. ., reported in "Daily Express®,23rd October.




VALUE IV USE - BUT M0T EXCHUTY

The next morning we offered our housevbost for sale
for six dollars, with all its belongings. The figherman
explained to us that he not orly had to money, bui rarely
had use for it. Everything he needed he paid for in figh,.
and often went monthe at a time without a glimpse of money -
of any desceiption. To my surprise the one thing that did
seem to claim his attention, for which he could not holp -
but display some greed, was the large stono which we had
brought with us from St. Louis, and which we had used for
am anchor. This stone certainly had no vein of gold or
gsilver in it; 1t was not granite or marble, and could hboash
of no beauty, being a very ordirery locking stone indeed,
but it seemed Lo have & strange faseimation for this man,
The Tigherman had no money, and had nothing to barter which
might be of use to us, so we made him a present of the-
whole lot, and left him sitting on the stone, watching our
departure., "He seemed very esager to possess that stone®,
I remarked to Scobty, as we followed a trail through a
‘bhicket, g0 that we might reach the high road. W"es¥, said
Scotty, "for in this part of the country, whers there is
little but sand, wood ard mud, a stone, a plece of iron, or
any small thing of weight, can be mt to many usest,

- M"Autoblograthy of a Super=-Tramp", W.H, Davies.
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"Tho Wrote It?", Wo,2, published .
in our last issue, was by Patrick e T
Raward Dove, & precursor of Henry ; O )
George, snd o Scotsman,  The exbract "
was from his "Elements of Political Economy ," written
in the mid-Ninetesnth Cenbury,

(Two tickets for the Henry George School Chrisbtmas

Party will be sent to the first person to write and
tell us the author of this month's "Who Wyohe It1M)

If a rise in stocks and shares confers profits on the fortunate
holders far beyond what they expected or indeéed deserved, neverthoem
less that profit hes not been reaped by withholding from the communibty
the land which it needs, but, on the contrary, apsrt from mere
gembling, it -has been reaped by supplying irdustry with the capital

without which it could not be carried on.

If the railwey makes greater profits, g is usually because it
carries more goods and more pasgsengers, If a docbor or a lawyer enjoys
a betler practice, it is because the doctor attends ziore patients and
more exagbing patients and because the lawyer pleads more suits in the
courts and more lmportant suits. AL every stage the doctor or lawyer
is giving servise in return for his fees, and if the mervics is too
poor or the fees are too high other doctars and other 1myyers can come
freely intc competbition. There is constent service, there is constant
compebitiony there is no monopoly, there is no injury to the public
interest, there is no impediment o the general progress.

Fancy comparing these healthy processes with the enrichment which
comes to the landlord who happens to own a plot of land on the oubw
skirts or at the centre of one of our grest cities, who watches the
busy population arcund him meking the city larger, rlcher, mnore
conwenient, more fanoug every day, and all the Whlle gits still and
doeg hothmg. :

Roads arc mode, streets are made, rallway scrvices are improved,
slectric 1isht turns night into day, clectric trams gdide swiftly to
and fro, water is broug :ht from reservoirs a hundred miles off in the
the mountaing = and all the while the landlord sits still. Every one
of those improvements is effected by the lsbour ard cost of other
poeoplo. ifany of the most important are effected at the cost of the
municipality and of the ratepayers. To not one of those improvements
does the land monopolisgh, as a land monopolist, combribute, =nd yet
by every one of them the value of his land is sensibly enhanced,

He renders no service to the community, he combtributes nothing to the



generdl welfares he contributes-nothing even to the process from
which hig own enrichment-is derived, s

If the land were ocoupied by shops wr-by dwellings, the
municipal ity at least would securs the rates upon them in aid of the
general fund; but the land may be unocoupled, undeveloped, it mey be
what is celled "ripening" = ripening at. the expense of the whole city,
of the whole country, for the uncarned imcrement of ite owmer. Roads
perhaps have tic be diverted to wveid this forbidden area.  The
- merchant going to his office, the artisan going to his work, have to
make a debour or pay a tram fare to avoid it., The citizens are
losing their chance of dsvcloping the land, the city is losing its
rates, the State is losing its taxes which would have accrued if
the natural development had baken place, and that share has to be
roplaced at the expense of the other rabopayers snd taxpayers: '
and the nation as a whole is losing in the compebition of the world -
both in time and money. And all the while the lamd monopolist has
only to sit s%ill and watch complacently hig property mltiplying
in value, sometimes monifold, without either effort or contribution
on his part. And that is justice!

But let us follow the process a little further. The population
of the ciby grows, and grows still larger year by year, the congestion
in the poorer quarters becomes scute, rembs and rabes rise hamd in hand,
and thousands of families are crowded inmto one=voomed tensments, _
There are 120,000 persons living in one-roomed tencments in Glasgow -
~alone at the present time. 4t last the land becomes ripe for sale -
B that mesns that ths price is too tempting

40 be resisted any longer. And then, and
not till then, it is sold by the yard or
by the inch at 10 times, or 20 times, .or
even 50 tines, its agricultural value,

- on which alore hibherto it has been rated
for the public service.

- ‘The greaber the populabion around the
land, the greater the injury which they
have pustained by its protracted denial,

e i ! the more incomvenience which has been

@ + ™ coused to everybody, the more seriocus

bR s the loss in economic strength and activity,

the larger will be the profit of the landlord when the sale is finslly

accomplished, In fact, you may say that the unesrned increment on the
land is on all fours with the profit gathered by one of those American
speculators who engineer & corner in-corn, or meat, or cotbton, or ome
other vital comrodibty, and that the unearned increment in land is reaped
by the land monopclist in exact proportion, not to the gervice, bub to
the disservice done, It is monopoly which is the keynote, and where
menopoly prevails the greater the injury to society the gresber the
rovord of the ronopslisd will be, :




Before man parted for this earthly strand
While yebt upon the verge of heavern he stood

- God put a heap of letters in his hand,
{; And bade him make with them what WOrd he could

Pl f
And man has turntd them many times: made Greoce,
(«J (2 v
ol Rome, England, France - yes, nor in vain essay’d
Wey after way, chenges that never ceasze,
The lotters have combintd: something was mado,:

(

- But ah, an inextinguishabls sense
Haunts him that he has not made what he should
That he has still, though old, to recommence,
Since he has not yet found the word God would,

And Empire after Empire, ab thelr height
Of sway, have felt this boding sense come on,
Have felt their huge frames not constructed rlght\

And droop'd, and slowly died upon their throme. . c\,ﬁ
U B R
AL N \\/ Lt ! S
At// + l! %" \: O O A -y l(/:/ .

One day, thou saytst, there will at last appear /) ‘ Lot
The word, the order, which God meant should be:e A2

b oAb, we shall know that well vwhen it comes near:
The band will qultmiﬂ heart - he will breathe free, e

oA -
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