TFATURAL LAWS:

We atl, indesd, frequently use the wurd Namure te avoid tle

‘ne09531ty of naming that which we feel to be j i ﬁ;g, in the

sense of being beyond our cemprahension,.an argibre Heyond'aur
powér 5f defining. Yet I think that not M§ v‘g.almost uni#erw‘ -
sgl, but the c}eérest, and therefore the Bést,-ééﬁbepticns e¢f man- + -
kind, really distinguish what we call FNature from what we call Gad;; -
just as_we‘diétinguish thé ship, or ¢ther machine, that we per39n~ﬂ
ify, from the will which we recognize as exerted in its Qrginatian_n
~and being; and that at the bbttomAcur idea is that of Pope:
'"ali are but parts of cne stupendéus whole,
Whose body Nésure is, and God the'sbﬁl.“

It is from this conception of Nature as exprgséing or as
animated by the highest will, that we derive, I think, the term
~"law of Nature,"” B | '

We come here to amother instance of the agpliéation to greater
thingsnof names suggested by the less. In original meaning, the
word law refers to humen will, and is the namé-given to a comtand
or rule of conduct imposed by & superior upon an infééior, as by a
soveéeién or‘state upon those subject to it. At first the word lsw
doubtless reférréd only to human law. But when, later in intelleéh
tual development, men came to note invariable coexistences and 5=
’quences in the relations of external things, they were, of the men-
tal necessity already spoken of, compsllsd to assume as cause 8 will
superior to human will, and sadapting the word they were wont to use

' for the highest expression of human will, called them laws of Nature. -
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Whatever we observe as an invariable relation of things, of Whidi
in tharlast analysis we can affirm only fthat "it is always so," we K
call a law of Nature. But though:we use this phrase to express the
faet of invariable relation, SOmething more than this is suggested.
As John Stusrt Mill,:trained to analysis frbm infanéy, and from in-
faney axé@pt from theological bias, sa_yé: '
"Therexﬁressionu“law*ef N&tﬁré“ is generally emplcyed
by scientific men with a sort of tacit reference to the
originel sense of the word law, namely, the_expréssion of
.the will of & superior Q the superior, in this instance,
- being the Ruler of the universe." ‘
Thus, thep,when we find in Nature certain invariable sequences,
whose cause of being transcends'theMPOEQr of the will testified to
by our cwn consciousness - such, for instance, asrthat étcnes and
aﬁples alwﬁyé fall towards the earth; that ﬁhe squafe of & ﬁypothe~
nugse is always equal to the sum of the squares of its base and per-
pendicular; that gases always‘coalescenin eertain definite propor-
tions- that tne péle of the magnat giways attraets what the other
always repels- thet the egg of cne bird_buogectﬁd to a certain
degree of warmth for:a certain time brings forth a chick that later
will clothe 1tself with ptumage of a certain kind and cslor, and the
egg cf another bird under the'same cohditions-brings forth a chiek
of a different kind; that at a certain stage of infanecy teeth appear;
later decay srd drop out; and so on thrnugh the list of inveriabls
sequences that these will suggest - we say, for it is really all {nat
we csn say,; that these sequences are invarisble because they belong

to the order of system of Nature; or, in short, that they are "laws
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of Nature."

The dog and cow sometimes look wise encough to be medi%gting
on anything. If they really could hothér their‘ hesds with such
matters or express their ideas in speech, they would probably say
that such sequences are invariable, and then rest. But man is
impelled by his endowment of reason to sesk behind fact for cause.
For that something cannot come from nothlng, that every'consequence
implies & eause, lies at the very foundation of ouxr pereentlen of
causation. To deny or ignore this would be to¢ cease to reason - |
which we can mo more cesse in some sort of fashion to do than we
-_ean to breathe. |

Thus, whether civilized or uncivilized, man is compsiled, of ~
mental necessity, to 1ook'for‘cause beneath the phenomena that he
beginsAreally to consider, and no méttar what intermediate causs he
may find, cemnot be content until he reaeches will"and finds or as-
sumes intent. This necessity is universal to human nature, for it
helongs to that quality or nrlnelple of reason which esgentially
distinguishes man from the brute. The notion that -

"The heathen in his blihdnesé,

“Bows down fto wgod and stone,”
is of the real ignorance of-paetended knowledge. Beneath the be-
1ief of the savagé in totems and amulets énd charms and witcheraft
lurks the recognition of spirit; and the philosophies that have har-
- dened into grotesque forms of religion contain at bottom that idea
of an originating will ﬁhich the Hebrew Scriptures express in their
opening sentence: "In the beginning God created the heavenjgnd'the

garth."



&

To such recognition-ofrwill or spirit, reason, as it searches
from efféct for cause, must coms 5ef0re it can rest contsnt. Be- .
yond this, reason cannct go. Why is it that some things aiways co-
exist with otherkthings? and that some things always follow other
things? The Mohsmmedsn will answer: "It is the will of Ged." The
man of our Wastern civilizatiqn wil} answer: "It is a law of

Nature." The yhraSe igs g@ifferent, but the answer ona.
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