ABRAHAM LINCOLN
on LAND M(}NOPGLY

In 2 letter to Mr, Gridley, of the firm of Davis, Lincoln
and Gridley, Attorneys, Bloomington, I, Abrabam Lincoln
wrote:

R respect the man who properly pamed these villains
land sharks. They are Iike the wretched ghouls who follow
a ship and fatten cn its offal

“The land, the sarth, God gave o wman for his hgme, BUS-
tenance and support, akould never be In the possession of
any man, corporaticn, soclety or enfriendly government
any more than air or water—if as much  An individual or
company, or enterpriss, acquiring laod should kold mo more
than is regeired for their home snd susienance, sad never
more than they have In acteal use I the prudent manage-
ment of their legitimate business, and ible much should
‘not be permitied when it creates an exciualve moncpoly.
All that is not sc used shouid be held for fhe irss use of
every farmliy to make homesteads and io hold them 80 long
as they ars s occupled.

“Phe idls talk of foolsh men, that 18 so common now, will
fing itz way against ii, with whatever force it may possess,
and ss strongly promoied and carrled on as i can be by
land menopolists, grasping laadlerds and the tiiled and un-
titled penseless enomies of mankind everywhers. ‘

“On the other guestions thers is ample room for reform
when the time comes; but now it would be folly to think
we could taks more than we have In hand. Bui whean slavery
is over and setiled, men should never rest content while.

' oppression, wrongs and iniquities are enfm:‘ca(l againat
them.”
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PRESIDEMY 'S ESSAGE

n this age of comulexity when the simple things
hove heen lost in the aura of symbolism, false values,
and eantional thinking, it is desirable that a voice
be raised sesking to re-sstablish a sempblance of reason.
Tn 1879 amis the chacs, clatiter and clash of economic
and social forces, such a voice rose oub under skmilar
aireumstances declaring to the world that all need not
be in conflict that the mind and spirit of man could
be set free.

Tt hes been almost 75 years since this message was
spread throurhout the world. During that period of time
many wonders in material progress hsve tzlen place. Yet
the scoursze of poverty takes its toll in countries every-
where. The terrors of war, fear and distrust suppress
many of mants finer instincts.

Henry George has given us an approach to the prob-
lzm. To us it has been entrusted the carrying forth of
his ideas into reslity. ©et us not shrink from this

noble duty. —

SAGE COMMENTS 1t iz with the mrestoest of

Clonsure that we announce the wedding of Anita .aner
Lo L. Jorgen ochaap. The date: April loth. Anita
i5 a charter meabsr of saun and is our present Correse-
wonding Secretary. ohe nas been a most important and
active nember of our organization for the last Ll years.
e trast that she will still be able to continue with
us, A1l of us whe lnow her wrish her and her husband
the neartizst conpgratulatlons & best wishes. ...<An00Z
the latbters welve recoived these past fwo months has
been one from Ada n. shafer, Lincoln, hkebr.: "Congras-
tulations on your march-aAnril issue, last artiecle on
wnab weorgisn can accompllsh should be a reprint. Gall
it ‘Georpgism answers ilarxisa'M.....A. David Jackson has
voluntesred Tar the 5.P. Fews zditor pesition, effective
next issue. delcomel.....e..tom 2oteshenson of irenteon,
fi.d. has volunteered to contribuie for {forthcoming
igsues. welecomel........ilad Lo see ex-prexy Joe Hose
at recent meetinrs, ot aany or us are aware of his
extensive conbtribations to BALe.......Ann Jeffries &
Finn Johnson, voth ori:inally from Gdense, Demmark, met
2t the recent 5ito dancey they had not kmown each sther
wreviously. OCOVelk: Are you surprised at Tincoln's strong
stand on land monopoly and land speculation?
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POVERTY

Henry George maintained that wilh incrsase in material
progress the wages of labor tended to 2 minlmn devel
of subsistence.

Certainly his reasoning is scund: land is limited in
supply and is an absolute neceseity of producilon.
Hence labor and capital must sventually meet the terms
of the landowners-—eventually the landowners zet all
the rewsrds of material production beyond that little
which is necessary to insure the zuovival of the active
producers, labor and capital. '

Yet real wages (i.e., purchasing power) definitely seem
to have risen since the advent of the present century.
das George wrong in saying that progress brings poverty?

There are four Specifié reasons why the poverty-with-
progress tendency (which Ueorge proved by logic) has
not yet shown itself in the 2Z0th century:

i. Inflation - By ihe siaple yet dangercus procedure

of borrowing from its citizens, 2 government can induce
a temporary Peonzi-like# prosperity. DBat eventually
debts must be repaid or the source of the loan dis-
ADDEHTS .

I can experience a prosperity by borrowing 5100 weekly
from you and spending it. But eventually if you are
not repaid you will either stop the loan or you wiil
soon not be able to continue ib.

5c how long can inflation guarrantee prosperity?

Farthermore, there are few greater immoral governmsab
acticns than inflation: think of the. robbery of Lhose
millions who are on fixed or relatively fixed inconmes,
and who have bank savings. Think of the tromendous
diminution of their purchasing power and savings when
inflation is let loosse! Inflation destroys tne tnrild
and foresight which are the pillars of any long-run
presperily. '

# In the 1920's Charles Ponzi paid a huge rate of in—
terest on money put in his care. He was able to de

this by paying off old crediters with the money received
from new investors. He was very prosperous for awhile,
tut soon his bubble burst, he was in jail, and thousands
were robbed 6f.their monsy. '
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» Incone-Ilax Sociallsm - 8y heavily taxing the pros-—
erous and giving welfare ang subsidies to fthe less
prosperous, some increase in income is afforded to
many people. But carried beyond z certain point, in-
come taxation mast fall heavily on the general popu-
lation, as it is now doing. Increased taxation causes
econenmie suffering, which incurs the need for welfars
and subsidies, which in turn increases the seeming
necessity for more taxation. A vicious cyclel

=
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3+ Increased productivity (output per man-hour) - Inven-
tion 15 a gemine and natural cause for prosperity, tat
how leng can it contiaue when the incentive that evokes
it is gradually killed by inflation and taxation?

i+ Land Value Taxation - Qur govermment is tazing svery-
thing so fortunately the taxes on land values have in-
creased. Here is the gemuine cause for any prosperity,
but of course only a little progress has been made here.

so we see that while inflation and income taxation can
produce some lmvediate benefits, any extensive use of
irese unjust means for raising wages can only result
in rullifying or harmful effects. Like small doses of
morphine, spall doses of injustice lead only to larger

8, though there may be a temporary beneficial effect.
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4 gennipe lonz-ran prosperity can only be induced by
gdherence to the natural laws. Artificial methods for
stimuiabing prosperity can only put off the day of reck-
oning - gradually ihese unjust methods will have to be
more znd more applied until incentive will eventually

be crushed, with wealth production lessened and poverty
therzfore increased; everuvzally through some soecial
cataclysm we will have slipped back into some pre-modern
society. HJustice with the scales carries the sword.?
5 that sword is the H-bomb. '

an additional consideration ~ psychological
ong, neurctlclss, moral delinguency, insanity,
ime, political witeh-burting, divorce and suicide

: ed. This increase occurred even
ay has merely accelerated the ine
insecurity and injusiice which per-
the root causes for these unfor-

b R S Ty v [—— -3
thus pearing oul Ueorge's general




wage level by unjust and srtifical methods.

4nd even despite these methods, weallh production has
increased faster than the average real wage. it soems
that only The worst aspects of the poverty-#ith-progress
tendency have been alleviated, and then only temporarily.

History has shown ~ and George in his Law of Huiman Prog-—
ress so states - that when even s limited amount of
freedom and economic justice prevails, definite material
progress with an accompanying rise in the wage level

san be made. But when a society reaches a certalin
point of development only ultimate justice & Ireedom

can allow that society to survive.

Greece had its glory and Home its grandeur, yet who had
foreseen in their halcyon days that the seeds of impen-
ding destruction (of injustice) were being rapidly sown?

Material progress and general prosperity have moved in
cycles; cycles of 20 years, which denote boom and bust,
and cycles of G0 years, which denote the rise and fall
of civilizations. Today we are riding the crest of
both current cycles. If the injustice which is dis-
locating our economy remains, what will tomorrow hring?

Only Georgism is the answer because it abolishes the
root cause of our economic problems -~ The private owner— -
ship of lande.

minless its foundations be laid in justice, the social

‘structure cannot. stand.” ce
=
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Promoting recovery through credit comirol
5 like pushing om a picce of string.
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COMMITTEE REP @ﬁ‘ﬁ.

CilABJRER'S RBPORT = Finaneial condition: much imgroved,
esocelally as a result of the recent suecessful dance.

sut there is room for improvement in the response to

-eter 1gnatowsky's dues notices. Hespond yes or no prom—
p lvl Give Fete a break!

=

#File. COMMITTEE - Tom Gilmartin has been quietly and ef-
T 1=y tandling the alternate Friday night film series.
= can report nothing but progress here.

30CIAL OOLDTITZE = The Sb. Patrick's Dance was a resound-
ing financial success, as well as the usual social suc-
gess.  The Lizhthouse Dance Urchestra is perfect {for our
rurposes. liellie sester (of Vistribution fame) handled
whe refreshuents detall excellently. People seen to like
the informzl atmosjhere prevaillns at our dances.

Rowever, this important Commitize is functloning without
2 chairaan, without even a Lerianent membershlps This
1a505eS severe burdens on our president, vave Uoldstein.
someons 1s needed to assiszt with bthe organizing of ithe
next dances will somecnhe nel. ug out?r?ry

DISTRISUTICN COmialilssy - 25,000 cards were distributed,
oné of the two larzest distributions we've ever had, and
the results were even bebter than expected: better than
1 out of 6 School enrclinents were froam the street dis-
tribution of these term announcenents. BUT - Irving
Faust, Kaihy Schoaf and kelen haihaus distributed the
bulk of these announcements with not too much help from
the rest of us. lio doubt this situation will bs cor-

- rected next time. '

; ‘1 E - Rona & Yiva Bianco and Yrs. YMabel
zzn writing letiers to community leaders &
; 1tors. _1m artants arite the Postmaster Gen-
arsa Jashington,-u.ﬂ. s¢~§bat1ng a Wrrogress & roverty"
75th anniversary sbtamp in 1754L.  Think of the millions
oI wpeople who viouls thus hear of Pi¥ through such a
stamp. LThe post office is impressed by the manber of
re mests received for a particular commenmorative stamp.
4111 you help°

LoniBardhHlE COUAT Es ~ Bthel Jdiayne & Blaine wener are
hlnhﬂlnk an,exteq51ve nevi=membershlp campalgne.

Jiis 1hth wsBTING (tentztive) — SAGE vs. ADA {Americans
for Jemoeratic action); a lively debate on "Two Ap-
rroaches to the cSium Problem”. Be seeing you.
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AP%IL 12th JMEETING - A panel of experts, David Targ, Art
Fiemlng, H.He Goldsteln,

APRIL 12th EBRATING - A panel of experts comsisting of
David Targ, 4rt Fleming, H. B. Goldstein, and Stanley
Sinclair answered questions from the audience (oU strong)
on the subject of economics for two straizht hours.

The discussion was lively, to szy the least, and a most
sarprising controversy developsd on whether or not the
land value tax could be passed on Lo tenants {(171).

MAY 10th HESTING - Seymour itausch & Al Kliemman formally
debated against Michael Harrington & Bogdan Denitsch of
the Young Socialist League on the subjsct of the Sinzle
Tax vs. Socialism. 75 people attended. The discussion
grew rather heated at times and we do hope that fuinre
audiences at debates will manage to restrain their sonme-
times extrene enthu51asm, espaecially during the uestion
period.

PHOTO COMNTEST|

Deymour Rausch is organlzlng the SAGE Wonderful w~ezlith
i.achine Photo Contest, named after Phil Grant!'s newly
paolished book. The tubiisher, Devon-Adair, has donated
10 books for the contest. Tthe following are the ten-
tative details: All entries to be on 3 subjects - use
of’ land, use of labor, use.of capital; SGé_entrance fees;
sxperience photo contest judges; prizes $15, 310 & 55.
books are to be used as honorable mention orises; clos-
ing date September 13th. 5A0x officially elected offi-
ccers inszligiole to compete; bdaus usmbers are eligible.
~rite for the Contest rules.

EDITORS* R%?@@?I

Henry George Day hab bean DrdC_Jl ed vy the City ol Hew

York (Sept. 2nd)Jl1 “The publicity resulving fron This can
RE thr;flC- Tnis idea had received much of its ori inal
ingebus in S4Gmeces...oln a speech praising the Vistri-
butlon Commitiee's activities, Yom Gilmartin said in
enpiasizing the enjoyable aspects of their work: “"Fass-
ing out with Irv ¥Fasst is an experience in livingi¥.....
Sernard Lefkowity is _helping beymour Hausch with the
Fhoto Conteste...e.150 peorle attended the last dance...
wath Dominick (€91 Gerard, Bx.), instructor, has been
111 for some time; kr. Bennett Challis, CC Head, is not
feeiing well. +e send them our very best wishss,

?
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U CART WITHOUT A HORSE - by Bd Cooney, ~ormcsaont
The question of SAGE in politics has long plagued small
minds and imbued the gemuinely intellectual Georgist
with silent though cynical amusement. The answer, of
course, is to be found in the amazing revelation thab
Fenry George was the foremost Georgist - and engaged in
politics. His most noted associates were also poli-
ticians. Those who enthusastically but childishly pro-
fess to accept George!s doctrine but desire to escape
anything “controversial¥ must ultimately face the fact
that Georgism to be realized must become fandamental
iaw and this means direct and militant political action. %

SAGE should use its organizational structure as its
first weapon in the battle of politics. You should
seek to enlarge your membership to 5000. shen achieved,
aim at the next 10,000. From these members collect
dues. dhen you have sufficient funds for a down pay-
ment buy your own world headquarters. (4rrange for a
tax-free status of course but do not advertise this
fact.) Then retain a competent attorney who under-—
stands land economics. Follow his adviee in matiers

of law.

While this noble program is going forward SAGE should
get out of the ivory tower and join any and all organ-
izations devoted to the improvement of the public weal,
such as the Hoover Commission Association, United
Nations Association, Public Education Association,
Gitizen's Budget Commission, Women's Volers lLeagne, ete.
Trade speakers and information with these gstablish-
ments. OSpread your propaganda. publicize your friends
and they will publicize you. ‘

This course is SAGE in politics. It is SAGE associated
with what is going on in the world. It is 3aGs ex-
vanding its circle of friends and its sphere of influ-
ence. It is SAGE effective as a propaganda force.

This means a lot of hard work but it is an excgellent
training ground for the energetic Georgist. It 1s

also the only way to make Georgism a reality instead of
s dream. You musi decide 17 the objectives yarrant the
effort. 1 believe Lhey do.




FInsT THINGS FIR3T - by Steven Lord, SAGE vice-president
ihere can be no doubt that only throuch poiitics can
Georgism eventually become a reallily.

gut 1t is equally andeniaule that 546G is not; never
has been; ncr in tne foreseesble future never will be
in a position te enter politics. Cur mumbers are too
few, our {inancial resourges Loo small, and our econ-
oxic principles too 1little known. Immediate political
activity is thus doomed to failure.

ahat is needed now, Woday, is a more general undsr-
standing of CGeorgism: this is a job for education, not
for pelitics; and this is where 38GE can & is helping.

By boosting School enrcliments 20% with the distri-
cution of term amnouncements, by doing radio advertising,
by ereating social aciivites for the Schocl, by ensaring
in publicity work, SAGE is not burninz up the world tut
it is amaking progress in the only way that gemineo L0
gress can be made - in small bub specific steps.

Some people micht say that this prosram is too unanbi-
tios to excite the interest of many P&F graduates.
Trdis might be so, ui it is the only area of activity
where DAlUo can be effective, can pet something done.

That Sads can do more is undocublbedly true - nore people
are needed with ideas, more people to take charge of
specific activities such as publicily campaipns, wWrie
ting pamphlets, cenbacting political & social ciubs.

zd Cooney urges that SAGE shouid emulate such organis-
aticons as the Hoover Commilssion, UN &QJOCldL&bH} #yw
menis Voters League, ebg. we can lezitimeitely emulate
the work done by these organiza Tons %o gome s$ii kit
ex.ent, bub we cerbtainly have nobt the monsy to become
their eyual competitors.

de will be able to get something done If we con't try
to do everything all al once. “J% is betier to ligh
one ﬂﬂidiﬂ than curse the dariness.® A searchlisht o
ey bzt at the ia can livhi is &
Letis mors of themi




1. we recently recieved a letter from Kr. Gilbert M.
Tucker, President of The Association for Economie Jus—
tice, Inc., 123 State St., Albany 7, N.¥. and author
of the wonderful book "The 3Seif-supporting City“.

He writes:

“In a previous issue I find the statement Y“there is

no ri; httul basis of private property in land". Thers
is room for misunderstanding and misrepresentation for
the casual reader. I think much depends upon our def-
inition of cwnership. The objection to a statement
1ike this bto my mind is that it conveys the impression
of %he seizure of all land, the state becoming a umiv—
ersal landlord, and the anpulment of all titlies and I
know from corresmondmnce that this impression is very
commonly held @f those who oppose the Georgist philo~

sophy "

Ada ©. Shafer expresses similar sentiments. This cri-
ticism is %o a large extent correct: thers is room for
misunderstanding, since there are many ways by which
land can be made common property,; the single tax being
the only Jjust and practicable way.

But in my opinion we must state that there is no right-
ful bagis of private property in land if we wish to be
consistent with our statement that labor is the onl
rightful basis of priwvate property. And certainly, he
#ho collects the rent from land is in reality the owner
of the land. We merely obscure the meaning of our
words and weaken our own argument when we try to deny
the obvious.

but the criticism is well taken, and in the future in
order to remove any possible misunderstanding when we
3ay "there is no rightful basis of private progerty in
land¥, we will be especially carsiul to emphasize and
re-emphasige that it is the rent from land and not the
title to land that we want the govermment ‘o iake.

2. George, in his many statements on the question of
unionism, seemed to feel that unions could raise wapes
at the expense of monopoly rent; and that union activity
was in fact a means of collecting the economic rent, al-
thourh certainly not as good a method as the single tax.
in other words, ionovely Labor can better compete with.

(Continued on Page 12)
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L. A man crawls ir : 1 :
hin, and complains of gret pain. This doctor looks in
ris medical book under "BY, and sees: Pain, cure fori
small dose of morphine.

and so the doctor (if so he may be called) gives his
patient = small dose of morphine and loi the patient
is happy — the pain is relieved. Satisiied, he crawls
out of the doctor's office (for you see, he still can-
not make use of his dislocated unip)-

But scon the dose wears off. Seeking amore relief, he
returns to the doctor, who gives hin a bigger dose of
morvhine than before because the sate size dose would
no longer be effective.

Bt soon, of courss, the patient is back once nore, and
the sane procedure is repeated again and again. GOrad-
ually the natient's condition becones worse and worse,
gradually his thinking becomes bgfogged and soon he
doesn't know what is the original cause of his troubles.
dyentually he will probably die of morphine addiction.

#* ¥ E KRR H R H

2. 4 pnation is suffering from dislocation of the econouy
- people are out of work although machines stand idle
and the demand for the production of goods mounts. He-
yutable economists are called in and prescribe a litile
bit of inflation ("give everybody a little more money

so that they can start buying again®) and a little bit
of the seemingly innocous socialism of the income tax,
so that the government can have enough money to give
charity to the unemployed.

This is done; at first conditions improve somewhat {al~
though the same low standard of living in relation to
the wealth production prevails), but before long the
sconomic depression returns, even worse than before.
Bigger and bigger doses of inflation and income-tax
socialism are prescribed, but any improvement is only
temporary .

Gradually the lack of incentive produced by these con-—
ditions will lessen the production of wealth and spread
poverty. OGradually the original cause for the economic
dislocations becomes cobscured. Bventuglly, suffocated

1




by ever~increasing restrictions and regulatlons, the
economy will weaken and disintegrate [if civilization
doesn't abomize itself back into the Stome Age firsi).

o % R % 3 O N

Morphine is to the individual®s health what inflstion
and income-~tax socialism are to the political economy.
Any improvement resulting from their use lasts only
temporarily. There is only ons2 way to remedy amy svil:
find the original cause and remove itl We must deal
not with symptoms Gut with original causes.

Our economic structure is based, both literally and
figurabively, on the land. It is here where we allow
the greatest injustice of all %o exist: private owner-
ship of land. HNeed we look further for the irue cause
of our economic dislocations?

EDITORIAL COMMENTS-(conts)
Monopoly Land than Free Labor. He did not seem to refer
to a nation-wide union strike. But present-day Georgists
feel that a union increase is paid for by the consumers
so there is no general wage rise. George never saemed
to refer to this possibility at all.

There is a definite contradiction here. ¢ho is right?
Have we sbabed George's position correctly? BSse p. 310,
PEP. We are interested in our readers' views on this
maiber, and will print 21l letters on this subject in

a fature issue.

BECOME ACTIVE IN SAGE % PUT YOUR IDRALS 7O WokK
' AND ENJOY DOING IT1
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