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HENRY GEORGE SOCTETY ANNUAL MEETING

The 1944 Afnnual Meebting of the Henry G%O?ﬁ@ gociety wag
held on Monday evening, Hay ?Ena at Coleg!? gegtauranty with the
Prosident, ¥r. Howard Hogg, in e ﬁ}alr.

Alan Thoupson gave a brief account of his e€xpgrience as
selsricd Sseretary of the Single Tax Association.

srm in office the Asscclstion succeedsd In thwarting
I by the Grand Trurik Rallwsy Co. Lo obtain a granﬁ of
acres of land for bullding a railway in Horthern
or e oy p* which would hsve had the same evil results as
the grant of twenty-five mﬂlllan eres  previously made to the C.
R 5. ?anpeon then oatiin thig develonm 1t of the manifegto
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oon 4o be published. Hore th“ﬂ a year ago hw had gent 0 more than
éO tsfmsted frisnds copied of verious drarfts. Among the recom-
man ﬁ fong recsived wasg one From ¥Mr. J. Rupert Masoh, that sndorse-
ents from 8 good number of celebrities sheuld be ineluded. . A
nittee revmeed the manuscript, ghd distributed 500 copies in
hm‘ub;lumOﬁWQDﬁ form among Georglst friends. With esch copy wag
a leobter as“lﬂg for sﬂggestions for 1mprov ement, and for finsn-
eial gupoort. The commitibee then wmade further revision, adopting
many Df the suggestions ara meeting criticlams.
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Vr. Arthur Farmer réviswed briefly th@'attemptﬁ mads to

improve conditlons bthrongh political &ction, from the attempl
st gaining a $700 exemption on dwellings in 1906 to the attempt

t removing ail tazes from buildings in Toronto in 1923. Although
S EG attumpts wWsye unguecegsiul, the Lssocistion dild achieve a

tinl exoumption cn houaes essessed ot less than $4,000, ang
1 ng the Sales Tax Repsal movement, ‘orevented thu gales
sing increaged Lo 10 pey esrb. Hra uarmer gpoke of tha
fascination which “ﬂwo”?6°"' and Poverty® had for him
>, on which he could think of little else for
Wesks, He agh how can we geb peovoles to get far encugh into
bock to realize ita povwer of conviction, when we cannot :
mise them a certificsts which willl gove t;em the privilegs of
ising a trade or profession? He gave instances shiowing the
ultg of overcoming Palas ideas inculcated by the bsnefic-
s of privilegs, enﬁ the need of long-sustained effort.

Mr. Ernest Farmer, as Sscretary-Treasurer, reported the work
done during the year. Only Tive numbers of THE mQUAPa DEAL had bsen
Y. izhed, on account -of the great amount of tims demanded by the
: ﬂio. Lpart from a numbar to wnom a limited number of coples
ing sent on sccount of the manifesto, the subscription 1list
1ereaged by sboul twenty per caent in thr@a years. He spoks of
ig swomg  educational campaign being carried on in Ottawa,
ilton and Qgshawa, nmore thap fgrtv ‘avmng completed the study

rae in "Progress and Poverty” and of the class of twenty now
beins condueted by ¥r. Arthur rarmer. He reported that Mr.
Ur quﬁnrt Adems, recently arrived from Peace River, ‘had  volun-
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tesred to dovobs his Sime mainly %0 Georglst work during the coming
with M. bgswg’ Lhelp much more might be aceomplished. Mr.
by $130 in the treasury on May Tirst, $90 being monsy

FA i . A Y
ibvted for the mainfesto and nos vet expended; and $43 in the-
Sechool of Hecnonic fcilence acscount. - o

1 for-4 long time bseh his
mgeif o Georgist work, and that he could noy

to do go for a time. Mr. . B, Theberge srprsassed
a-vhat he hed been able to revive elass work in
fecw Caplin deseribed hig digappoimment at finding so
lonat activity here, in comparison with the work being
i noreal, and expressed his determination to do something
dg reviving it, : : L '
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The Tollowing commlttees wers slectsed:’ -+ Exscutive Committes:
Howard rieident; Wilss Dorothy Coste, Vice-Pregident; Ernest
Forwer, cretary-Treasurer; Urqubart Adams, Assistant Secretary:
Robert FEmby, Davic Farmer, J. MeDrdde, Allan cullinoworth, Mrs.
Hogg, Mrs.ioer, Mlgs Loulga ¥acdonsld, Miss Evalyns Forbes, Mr. and
Mrs. S W. Hall.idvisory Cowmmlittee, £0 meebt with the Fxecitive
rminsd by the President: Dr. §. T. Floyd, A. Be
*tin, Alan C. Thompson, L. B. Walling, Miss

d, Miss Ollerhead. L _

Parmalr, J. A, Mar
Florence Macdonal

Alshough no dirsct appeal for money was made,” sontributions, of-
$21 to the Society and $14 to the School funds wers received.

| FREEZING LAND PRICES "~

" J. Proncis Lemon

Land. prices ars golng up and depression iz around the corner.
Every boom in land prizes has been followed by deprsssion.Vice-
resident Wallace hag said that land speculatlion is a greater curge
than war itgell. It is no-accident that in his own gtate of Iowa,
where land = ation drove land prices highest during the last -
war, the deepest distress in farm dspression was experienced.

One wontars why we do not hear more of putting a celling price

3
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on land during these days of attempted price regulation. A few have
proposed 1t. A discusslion of the gconomics of the proposal should
bg instructive in these days of fear that inflation may drive all
prices out of the reach of ordinary pocket books, '

Generally speaking, the writer does not believe that prics fix-
ing can be successful. But land transfers are psculisr in that they
are valid only when recorded in the county office, as with the
probate Judge in Alabama. Hers is one check on the black market not
found for goods of a portable nature. Bubt even hers a law freezing
land prices would need a flew teeth to prevent secret prices and
bonuses that purchasers wmight convenisntly forgst in making their
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declarationg 0 the-precorder. - [ ‘. et

~ In the early days of war-time price control, we hearc of
government troops stopping-trucks. on’ the road and buying out for army
use  the conbtents of the same at the priceg fized.by the price
adminigtration. The psythological effsct of this action on the
black marksters can be imagined.. Now why not freeze Tthe price of
land and give the State the right to-buy 1t at the Ifrozen priles?
| ‘New Zealand is sald to use this device, to get agsessmenis for
faxation burdosss. Ths oWngr turng in hig own valuation for taxing
purposes Witil the understanding that 1t is slso his selling prise.
If 1snd is assessed too low to avold taxes then the State may
avail itgslf of some cheap land for its homeshead projecltg.
o one would care Lo pay s double price for land with the
tats buying a2 plecs.here nmd thePe on sush terms oscasionally,
no telling where. thg lightning might strike next.

. But why should the State buy land? Well, there is nesd of a
new homestead law to suprly homes for ths homelass. The United
States dnee Fought wars and pald largs.lidsmnities to the von-
guished, thus obtalning Leryritories which 1% prodeeded L0 glve
awray, paktly to homessteaders. Minus the war’part, there is 1o argu-
mens for not Going it again. There is still plenty land held in
idlences snd half uge. Vary well, lst the prices be frozen at a
nundred per cent of the present tax rolls. Then let the State, or
national government, take 1t over as nesded for small homssteads.

Inﬁgggléné,fPrime_Ministerﬂchur;ﬁiflihésﬁ)p?omiseﬂ"a‘hauseﬁi‘
building program for afber the war.Ar 5 assurss us that the
landlords will not hold up the bprogr hy inflated land  pricsg.

Evidently, some freezing device fopr land prices is under oper-

ation .. in Bﬁiﬁaiﬁt___‘: : o e

 “There is, However, one supreme nicEhod of "settling the matter
for good. Tiis iz to abollish land pricss dltogethier by the Georglst
plan of collscting she full rent of ths lend in taxsfion. No one
would. care 0 pay 4 purchifse pricde to. 3 land Lolder, when the stabe.
required. the full yearly valus. ds tdxes eyery years o .S 0

In Pairhops, years ago, there was some. .speculation in Colony
lota. Speculators lsased and held lots "for whieh they demended
bonuses frow progpsctive Liome bullders, as a price of relinguish-
ing their leases. . There is no such practice at present. The
Single Tax Gorporation comes more closely to collecting the full
pental valus on its land, since the wherf no longs? yields the
income it onee did. e L ST o .

' Not only}thaﬁ}"butathGVPresencelgf_Golbﬁy.lﬂnﬁ“available to
home builders without puarchase price ‘has the effect of checking
high priceg on privately owned desded land in the nelghborhood.
High pricsed deeded laond is somsthing of a drug on the market in
Foirhope,. Perhaps as good a plan as any to cheek high land prices
would be to plant a few Palrhicpes around’ the country at conven-
ient intervals. -- Falrhope Courisr, May 18, 1944.
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S '?l the Factors Lhat beth* about indus ia; and” buslneSQ
f_éepr sgiong aft or wrrid War I ars pressnt i 2n exagwerateo Form
y thegse facbors Is epeculiatlion in 1and galiusg.
,;_Egvmpfﬁ s such gyeﬁgiﬂulgq ‘been 30 unbridizd as it is ;cﬁdy. Every
form of 1n§ustvj, espoclally building 1& farming, ig ham= &
: : : ook land monopoly ;_thﬁ power *o hold 1and
, we casn sbill av
8 parity in which all ou“ peoole ca@ share.-~
; in thas way. -- Fgmw= Iucas, K. C., in
ﬁﬁvaburw) e TR T T S

" out of use for a :
lﬂbrxng abOdL a real
ik can. ke dons

thz econOm;c ﬁOFdlthn today in our OWﬂ anﬂ?“

6f5§bﬁﬁ€fié@ iz shat while valuabls }dnd ig all “taken up~**
ﬁ'are vus% guariitiss that are not in uss, but msrely held .
s his 1 Lhe natural rsgult ol the nreSEﬂt taxa-

*;a‘ 45} f.)

psdualation at the wﬁﬁenso of trade, .
erctlbavﬁ. Tne tadelon of laﬁé valuag

-a{lﬁt ianﬂ capahle of f@ed“mu multltuﬁﬂs. I have seen
23 in cities living in poverty and degradation; E
: €. 86en crops rott&ﬁg in fields ang frult droppin

cd Trom ress begeauge there was no wmarkst for the food .

L 80me. gystem, I abould think, of brlnglug the capaci-
£ protucticod and the regquirements of congumptlon tsg@tner, 80
xat the whole world can enjoy the advantages m&de ‘ayailable by the
'hlne* -- Webb Mills, in "I Found No Peace." :




CITY DUMPS AKD SLUWS

Qgear Boelisng

(A'letter in the Montreél Gazette)

With regard to the dumps in the biz eities, condemnation ang
eradication of glums, ste: -- the only sure and effsctive way %o
do that would he to exempt 811 Improvemsnta From taxation ang
colleet the whercwithal to mest the clty budzet by colleetion of
the gconomic land rert ingtesd. {s need no other laws to interfers
with enterprizing citizeng! freedoms shey will look alfcer the
beautifying and developing of their surroundings to ths fullest
extent themselves in quick order as it Will be to thelr om advan
‘bage as well as the sity's asg =& Wiole.  w- With regard to Mrp.
Degmond Ivegon's suggestion of obtaining wrivats subscriptions

Lo buy propertiss, raze dumps and ersct modern dweliings in co-
operation with the Dominion Govermment: <- ths question rises,

who in this cage would coligct the revenus?

If the city authorities Wwill only amend the bdy-laws to vermik
- them reducing all texation on buildings and iwprovements by 10%
for ten conseeutive years and digtributs that deduction o1’ the
aggrogate ovér the assesssble leand, built-up or vacant, sccordi

To its value, vou will see &n impﬁavemeﬁt:in the housihg gsituation
and the beautilying ang improvensnt of “£he loocks of any oity 4in
the same vyear. A S _

We are not rich enough to tolersts the luxiry of slums. They
produce little or no muinicipal revenus and any share they pay ig
cut of a8ll proportion to the direel and indivect expenses of main-
taining them. We are in fact subsidizing slum areas and T think we
would be in pocket by tearing them down and erecting modern
housing, -- Goorgg 2. Mooney, executive director, Canadian Fedep-
stion of Mavors and Municipalitisg, in an -address to the Toronto
Property-tvmers! Assoelation, reportsd in The Globe and Mail,

In Indianapclis it was foung that $27.29 per capita was
spent in the congsated distriets for fire, police and public heslth
protection as compared with $4 per capita in other areag. -- Jay
Franklin, in "Remaking tweyiea™., . S

- Under the present econonte -86%up, slum clesdreance fails fop
the simple reason that it always.-falls foul of an invigibBle
barrisr erected through the sombined foreeg of inflated ground
values and overtaxation of improvements.-- Touls Wailig, in
"Burning Question”. . R T ' .
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SECURTTY, WAGES AND TAYXES
C. L. Muckabone
(A letbter pgblishﬁﬂ in both Star and Gazetie, Montreal)

We are being flooded with pland for goclal security in a post-
war world, cach caslling for & groster outlay of piblic funds than
its pradecsssor. Whatever revenus the Government spends must first

clisoted in the form of taxeaz, 90 per cont of which, in all prom-
130 come diresctly or indirectly out of the wages of labor.
tor the e¥xpenditure, therefors, the hesvier the tax burden

a4, an ilnsvitable congsquence, the lower the wages of lsbor as well
ag labor's standard of living. ' ' '

» The mase of people may be divided into three groupg: the uneme-
ployable, who cannot earn enough to weed Lody and goul together, bhe
large body of wogs sornsrs, &nd the relatively small high-~income.
group. ' L L :

- As taxes mount, net wagee Fall, and more and maore laborers are
forced into the lowest brackets snd becoms Zepsndent upon soclal
security and other charitsasble agencles. ' '

50 long as such plens, through highesr taxes, make for lower
net wagss, they are foredoomed to failurae, just as similiar schemss
in the past have proved umworkable, or at lesst highly sxtravagant
since their cost was wos entirely out of lins with the beneflbs
conferred.The present tax sgystem while purporting to afford some
degree of Yequalify of sacrifice", actually promotes gross ine-
guality, and will-conbinue to do so as long as the great bulk of .
taxeg comes out of the earnings of labor, T '

How different the result would be if taxés wers taken from a
source other than wasss' That other sourcs, a¥b present largely
tax free, is eeonomlic cont, or the site vailue of land. Let the
Government turn to thet huge reservolr and it csn take the greatest
gtep of all in the direction of social gecurity by lowering taxeg
on labor and labor products, inereasing” net wagss and ending
unemployment. : Lo ‘ S

T.abor required only the opportunity to go to work and will
produce its own wages as well 43 & resturn for the capital used in
its employ. Sufficient incomes, esarned in a sslf-respecting fashion
make it unnecessary to provide goclial security for other than the
maimed, very old and victims of storm or flood. h

."' *'OGOG O m

Charity is twice cursed -~ it hardens him Who gives and
softens him who takes. It does more harm to the poor than exploita-
tion, for it makes them willing to be exploited. ' -- Rouke White,
guoted in ¥our Commonwealth” (San Francisco.)










