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Education in a World at War

N an address on “Education in a World at War”,
Charles M. McConn, Dean of the College of
Arts and Science of New York Upiversity, told
500 school teachers that the world was entering

an era of constant crises that would last from.

twenty to fifty years.

Recalling that H. G. Wells had written during
the first World War that “never again in our
time shall we know peace and security”, the

" Dean declared that the quotation “hoids with re-
doubled force for us now, and for our children,
for whom, as educators, we are more concerned
than for ourselves.”

He added that it was the duty of educators to

gupply the boys and girls and young men and
women under their tutelage with whatever they
need for survival in a disrupted world, and that
their chief need would be the ability to adjust to
crisis and adapt to change.

What Dean McConn says in effect is that the
purpose of edycation is to equip a man to cope
with his environment, and. so far as is humanly
possible, to shape it to his liking. That, of course,
has always been the purpose of education. In
view of the tragic mess in which mankind the
~ world over has ~ucceeded in invelving itself, it
would appear that in this aim education has been
a ghastly failure. '

Causes usually assigned for wars and rumors
of war include ancient hatreds, national jealou-
gies, commercial rivalries, race prejudices, im-~
perialistic ambitions, competition for trade. Ac-
tually these are but superficial effects — symp-
toms, not causes. It is said that wars will never
ceage until human nature undergoes o change;
until certain gualities — greed, selfishness, Tust
for power — have been ruled ont of the hearts
of men. :

That, too, is false, and a good thing for us it is.
If we had to change human nature before achiev-
ing a better world, we might well despair. There
is nothing to show that buman nature hag
changed in the past thousand years oF that it will
be any different a thousand years hence.

The deplorable condition that the world finds
itself in today is not due to any of these things.

1t is due to one thing and one thing alone, eco-
nomic ignorance — jgnorance of the fundamen-
tals of political economy. And the responsibility
for economic ignorance lies squarely at the door
of education.

The nations of the world are governed largely
by supposedly educated men. And yet ruies and
lawmakers the world over are in the main believ-
ers in the Malthusian doctrine, the ancient fal-
lacy that population tends to increase faster than
subsistence, Most of them subscribe to the betief
that some nations are overcrowded and Toust
have an outlet for their excess population. Many
of them consider the machine as an evil because,
as they think, it makes for unemployment.

They are highly suspicious of international
trade and believe that jmports should be discour-
aged by tariff barriers. Few of them question
that wages come oul of capitak. They recoghize
unemployment for the scourge that it is, but it
never dawns on them that unemployment results
from man-made laws that recognize private prop-
erty in land. They believe in power politics and
that pations must organize into groups to main-
tain the balance of power. ‘

Fhnewmnbered by such a maze of misconcep-
rions, public education, as generally administeraed,
paturally has been unable to supply youth with
vital self-direction.

Dean MceConn states that so far as he knows
no school or college “has yet grasped this point
or undertaken to deal with it.”” And he adds that
“zdjustment to crisis and adaptation o change
are not in the curriculum, nor part of the schol-
astic tradition.” .

The Dean is almost right — almost, but not
quite. There was one educator, a man of but little
formal schooling himself put truly one of the
world’s great educators, who kpew and under-
stood, ' :

That one was Henry George. He gave to his
students of all time the sure knowledge of how to
adiust to erisis, adapt to change, and work for a '

petter world.
C. O. STEELE
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'A Premium Impeding Peace

THE BARTENDER WHO CONTINUED to pay

his union dues during prohibition represented the
high in optimism in his time, but the present day
palm should go to the Carnegie Endowment for In-
ternational Peace.

The recently issued annual report of that organi-
zation shows that the boys and gitls running the
show ate still in there trying. And it is well that
they are. Peace will break out again some day and
they wil have another chance to sell their wares.

But they will have to do a better job than they
did last time. [t is only seven years since delegates
from Berlin and Rome attended the Endowment's
tonference at Chatham House, London, and sub-
scribed to a declaration of principles calling for a
strengthened I.eague of Nations, reduction of arma-
ments and the replacement of war by judicial set-
tlements and consultation.

Today the German and Ttalian visitors to Lon-
don are on a different mission. ‘This only shows
that agreements between nations to limit armaments
and to talk things over before taking a sock at each
other are not enough. They have got to stop wan?-
ing to sock each other. And they will nevet come to
that until they learn what really camses wars.

The basic cause, of course, is economic ignorance,
ignorance of the workings of natural laws which, if
understood and complied with, would enable the
nations of the world to live together in peace and
amity and prosperity.

The immediate causes are legion, but the chief is
restriction to trade. So let the Carnegie Endow-

ment begin its next campaign by showing the peo- -

ples of the world what a. tariff is, what it does not
for them but to them, and how it leads to war. A
prize illustration is at hand, picked from the news
of the day right here in our own country. (Con-
sider manganese)

As the greatest steel producer on earth this coun-
try is at present largely dependent on imports for
supplies of vital ore in the steel-making process.
About 1,200,000 tons were tmported in 1940, Do-
mestic production amounted to around 40,000 tons.
Soviet Russia and British India together produce
about three-fifths of the world’s manganese,

Russia- has always been America’s chief source,

but exports from that country were reduced to a
trickle with the closing of the Black Sea outlet. The
threatened loss of Indian manganese is, of course,
behind the plans for a hurried drive to open up
about fifty low-grade ore mines in this country,
with the production of 600,000 tons yearly as a
goal.
" Note now the part the tariff plays. The duty
on manganese averages half a cent a pound, or §10
a ton. Domestic mines, therefore, were enabled to
charge the American public $400,000 more (they
produced 40,000 tons of manganese, remember)
than they could have charged had there been no
duty.

But that is the smallest part of it, By reason of
the $10 a ton duty, the American people were com-
pelled to pay an additional $12,000,000 for the
1,200,000 tons of ore imported.

 The value of the domestic productxon was Iess
than $1,000,000. To “protect” an industry of
that size we paid a premium of $12,400,000.

It would have been far cheaper to have closed
down the small American mires, continued the
wages of the handful of miners at the full union
scale and put them all up at the Waldorf for the
test of their lives at our expense.

That is just one example for the Carnegie En-
dowment's bock. We shall be glad to furnish more
from time to time should the Endowment decide to
offer a course on “What a Swindle a Tariff Is,”" in
ten easy lessons.

‘ C, Q. 8.

The Freeman

A Monthly Crirical Josrnal of Social and Economic Affairs

Published monthly by The Freeman Corporé.-tion,_ a non-
profit corporation, at 30 East 29th Strest, New York, N. Y. Of-

" ficers and Directors:  Lancaster M. Greene, Chalrman; Anna

George de Mille, President; Otto XK. Dorn, Secretary-Treagurer;
William ¥. Quashs, Counsel; Ezra Cohken, Joha €. Lincoln,
Leonard T, Recker, Entercd as second clasa matter at the Post
Office at New York, N. Y., under the Act of Congress of March
3, 1897. Single subacripticn, one dollar & year; five or more,
eighty cefits each, 'Title registered U. 8, Patent Office. -




148

The Freeman, May, 1942

Siren Song of Technocracy

ACCORDING TO OFFICIAL literature the meth-
ods of technocracy are the result of a synthetic
integration of the physical sciences that pertain to
- the determination of all functional sequences of so-
cial phenomena. There! How do you like that?
You must feel better already. But that isn’t all.
Technocracy makes one basic postulate: that the
phenomena invelved in the functional operation of
2 social mechanism are metrical. You didn't know
that before, did you?
.~ Science is the methodology of the determination
of the most probable. Laugh that off. And this:
As all organic and inorganic mechanisms involved
in the operation of the social macrocosm as¢ energy-
consaming devices, therefore the basic metrical rela-
tionships- are: the factor of energy conversion, Of
efficiency, and the rate of conversion of available
energy of the mechanisms as 2 functional whole in
a given area per time anit. - Now isn't that nice?
The technocrats propose to do away with the
price systemnl. Physical income, they say, within a
‘continental area under technological control, would
be the available net energy in ergs or joules. An
erg is a unit of work in the centimeter-gram-second
system; a joule is a unit of work or energy equiva-
fent to the energy expended in a second by a cur-~
rent of one ampere in a resistance of one ohm. Per-
fectly clear, isn't it? BAnd clearly perfect. '

In short, under techmocracy you would be paid
in what might be called electric dollars—a sort of
current currency, as it were, and if you will forgive

~it. But before the technocrats get my vote they will
. have to answer several questions, such as:

When the new Electric Dollar has come into general

use, S

Will the General Electric be the one that will
produce ‘ - :

The funds to take the place of those that now we
haven't got; :

Or will we make our own supply, based on the
kilowat?- E

What voltage would you need to have to buy a pair
of shoes o o
And would you lose your bankroll should you
~ chance to blow a fuse? _ _
Or, when you're sorely pestered by the people whom
~ you OWe, ' - o
Could you help the sitvation with a pocket dynamo?

When you have gone to bed at night will Friend
Wife have to look _

In the little storage battery that you call your
pocketbook

. “To find a bit of small change to help out the

family sock, _
Just an ampere of an ohm or two, and will she get
a shock?

If you found that you were spending much mote
money than you should, - :

And to curb the foolish habit you seek a way that’s
good, - o

Would you rack your brain and puddle, and would
you cry, “That's what! :

U'll establish more resistance if T use a rheostat?”

Will a dollar sometimes alternate, or will it come
direct?

Will there be insulation to protect each rubber
check?

On second thought, it seems to me, the idea’s not
s0 hot— E _

This incandescent money that's based on the
kilowat;

A spark-plug on a ten-spot doesn’t seem quite

dignified—

Though I wouldn’t mind my ten-spots being ten
times amplified.

Of people without money will there still not be a
lot, .

Despite this h_ot-spot currency based on the kilowat?

C. 0. 8"
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Georgists in the Fight for Freedom

THE IMMEDIATE TASK before us is to win the

war, the war which is to-decide whether the world
is to be slave or free. We are just getiing started
at the task. We came perilously close to being too
late in starting,. Many of us did not realize the
danger.

The very virtnes of our democratic system——its
hatred of force, its abhorrence of war, its habit of
conciliation, its use of the material resources of the

-earth for the enrichment of human life rather than

for weapons of destruction—these things blinded
-some of us to the peril, lulled them into a false sense
of security.

Besides those who were apathetic, indifferent to

the preparedness program, some were downright an-
tagonistic, boasting of “splendid isolation” and
prating of “war mongers.” There was opposition
to repeal of the Neutrality Act; opposition to the
Lend-lLease Act; opposition to enlarging the Army.
We were told by them that we were invulnerable,
that no country would dare attack us. N

Now we know hdw' mistaken that attitude was.
We know that President Roosevelt displayed true

_leadership in his fight to awaken the American peo-

ple to their peril, to arouse them to the necessity of
arming for the defense not only of their Iiberties but
even of their very lives, -

Today a united nation stands squately behind its
Commander-in-Chief. Had that been the case a
year ago, Pearl Harbor would have been a different
story; were it not the case today, our plight would
be desperate indeed.

Georgists, like all good Americans, hate war, but
they would hate losing their freedom more. If go
to war they must to avoid that greatest of all catas-
trophes, go to war they will.

Nowhere did Somerset Maugham’s classic pro-
nouncement on war and freedom strike a more re-
sponsive chord than among Georgists. ““If a nation
values anything more than freedom,” he wrote, “it
will lose its freedom; and the irony of it is that if
it 18 comfort or money that it values more, it will
lose that too.”

Georgists recognize the truth of Mr. Maugham's
further observation: “And when a nation has to
fight for its freedom, it can only hope to win if it
possesses certain qualities: honesty, courage, loyalty,

rent is palpably absurd,
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vision and self-sacrifice. If it does not possess them,
it has only itself to blame if it loses its freedonm.”

Georgists will not be found wanting in those
gualities nor in their readiness to fight in defense of

_freedom. Many are already in the armed forces.

Others are joining daily. There is no defeatism in
Georgism. o :
C. O, 8.

Who Pays

IF IT IS TRUE that all taxes are finally paid out of

rent, if this is a natural law, then someone has the
power of side-stepping that law. At recurring inter-
vals millions of tenants have had their taxes increased
and the rent raised at the same time.

At all times the total of taxes comes close to equal-
ling the total of rent, and for shorter or longer per-
iods during war, taxes exceed rent. Tt is s2 now:

It follows, therefore, that if all taxes were paid
out of rent there would never be any net rent to be
capitalized into land values. Taxts would certainly
exhaust the rent at present rates. But in spite of this
mountain of taxes we see a constant increase in land

“values, proof positive of an increase in net rent,

Tht net rent pocketed by cotporations and private
individuals, which is accurately reflected in the mar-
ket price of land, is egual to the taxes paid out of -
wages, taxes which rent escapes '

Locke’s statement that merchants will not pay
taxes and that laborers cannot is plain folly. It dates
back to the time when it was thought that agriculture
alone was productive, and manufacture and com-
merce non-productive.

All history and all countries proclaim the fact that
those who hold landed estates are thy permanently
rich, their riches always maintained by their collect-
ing and keeping as their own, the rent of land, thch
would otherwise constitute public funds.

Economic science has no room for a class of men
who can live well withont producing, and yet we
are asked to believe that there are miracle men, who, .
out of nothing, pay all of their own and other men’s
taxes. \ :

The claim that all taxes are finally paid out of

H, W. NOREN
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- The Story of Mang

Onee upon a time, when dragons
still populated the earth, there lived
a wise man of China, and his name
was Mang. Kind he was and gentle,
and ag he used to walk along the

. ptreets, mothers would say to their
children:.

“There goes Mang the philosopher.
People say he is a holy man.”

Put Mang was not happy. Around
him he saw nothing but poverty and

 despair. In those terrible days, be-
fore the present civilization, wars
were common. And the king used
to impose sales taxes, salt taxes,
water taxes, bread taxes, and win-
dow taxes on the people. Men were
dragged from their homes and forced
to flght one another. It was a sad
and melancholy pericd.

So Mang decided to travel through
the many lands of China, and see
how he could help the poor. HEvery-
where he went, he found ugliness,
poverty, and war.
ciug were only alive, ingtead of be-
ing dead these hundred years,” cried
oang, “how happy this world would
pel” So he began preaching the
wisdom of the Great Sage, and scon
Mang's Tfame spread, and he at-
tracted hundreds of disciples. Dis-
tant kings heard of him, and invited
him to their courts.

“Why was Confucius great, Mas-
ter?” asked his young disciples.

- “Hecanse Confucius was kind and
generous, Because his heart con-
tracted with pity when he saw the

miseries of the poor, so that he al-.

ways used to say, ‘Enrich them, edu-
cate them.! He believed that man
could reform- the evil within him,

and, by adopting the Golden Rule, -

create an example which all men
might follow., Omnly then could we
pgain have the Golden ‘Age of Chi-
na"ll .

8o Mang went preaching human-
ity to the people, but they would
not heed. . People said to him:

“We would like to do good to our
neighbors, but how <¢an We when
1ife is so hard, and when there Is 50
little wealth? How can we think

“Qh, if Confu-

By JACOB SCHWARTZMAN

of beautiful philosophies when we
have nothing to eat?”

S0 Mang became very sad, and
he said to hmmself, “All men are
equal in their inherent goodness, but
their good nature is beclouded DY
circumstances.
circumstances we have to change,
and pot maws pature” And from
then on, he was a changed man. He
no longer preached io the people,

but went looking for the rulers, to

ask them to change their {yranni-
¢al governments which crushed the
people by multitudes of faxes.
Once be visited King Hui. “Ven-
erable sir,” the king greeted him,
sgince you have not counted a thou-

“sand miles too far to come here, May
‘I suppose that you have also some-
thing with which you may profit

my kingdom ¥’ And Mang replied:

“Why must Your Majesty mneces- .

sarily use the word ‘profit’? What
I also have are only these two top-

jes: Benevolence and Rightecusness,

and nothing else.”
. But the king would not listen.

Disiliusioned over the king’s fail-
Lre to hear his plea for decency to
the people, Mang went on traveling
around the many countries of China,
growing sadder. and ‘more hitter.
Fvery king wanted only money and
wars. Mang assailed them.

“Rut is not royal government an
snstitution of God?” asked one of
his ‘pupils.

“yes” said Mang after some
thought, “but the kings were ap-
pointed by heaven s¢ that {hey would
rule the people. It is the people
themselves who must find cut
whether certain kings do ‘rude,’ for,
my young friend, heaven hearsg as
people hear. Government is from
CGod; the governors are from peo-
ple”  And seeing how shocked his
young disciple was, he added with
a kindly smile, “The people are the
most important element in a nation;
the altars to the spirits of the Jand
and grain are the second; the sov-
ereign is the Hghtest.”

4nd then he horrified his listener

Evidently, it is the

‘er each year.

. stole ‘his

- take fewer.

by concluding, ‘“The monarch whose
rule is injurious to the people, and
who is deaf to remonstrance and
counsel should be dethroned. In such
a case, killing is no murder. I will
tell you what is murder: War is!
All generals are. criminals. It is
wrong to conguer a territory against
the wishes of the peaple of that ter-
ritory.” :

And now Mang's heart was heavy,
for he failed to accomplish anything.
He .criticized the existing order
without knowing what to suggest In
its stead. He attacked taxation; he
thought that tariffs were stupid

. gince they hampered free trade; and

he decried the forced labor of the
very young and the very old. A great
advocate of public education, he be-
wailed the prevailing illiteracy and
ignorance. “Let careful attention be
paid to education in schools, with
stress on the inculcation of filial pie-
ty and fraternal duty, and there will
be pe gray-haired men on the roads
carrying burdens en their backs or
heads” But the kings Jaughed at
him, and drove him out of their
realms. ) ’
Meeting a famous king one day,
he proposed to him that hampering
taxes  be climinated. The Kking
shrugged his shoulders, and prom-
ised that he would make faxes light-
Mo which Mang ro-
plied, “There was once a man who
neighbor’s fowl daily.
Qome one told him, This is not the
way of a gentleman.’ To which he
replied, ‘With your leave, I shall
1 shall steal cne fowl a
month, and wait until next year o
stop stealing’ If you know it is
right, siop it at once. Why wait

- until next year?”

One day, Mang was watching the
peasants cultivate the goil for their
feudal masters. KEach baron divided
each of hiz lots into mnine parts,
marking off the central portion, and
aking it the biggest of the nine
divigions. Eight families lived on
each lot, dividing the. remaining
eight portions =among themselves.
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The baron colected the produce of
the middle portion as his tribute. -
While Mang watched, he was sud-

deniy seized with a wild idea. Rush- -

ing intoe his dwelling, and summon-

ing his disciples, with burning e€yes

he outlined his plan.

“] have finally found the solution
to the world's social ills,” he uttered
breathlessly. “The earth belongs to
all men, ali men who to-day work
to support their idle rulers and mas-
ters. The peasants are not only
robbed of the central and best part

~ of their land, but in addition are

crushed by the harsh and unceasing
taxes ruthlessly levied upon them.
They toil continualy to feed their
oppressors. Now here is what I pro-
pose: All taxes should be aholished,
smece they hamper production. The
king should instead appropriate the
central portion of each lot, which to-
day goes as tribute to the landlords,
in lieu of all levies on people. After
various expenses of the govermment
are paid, the balance of sich collected
rent should be equally divided among
the people. Thus there would come
an end to human suffering and op-
pression.”

" Ablaze with his discovery, Mang
sent his disciples to all the courts of
China. But discouragement followed
discouragement. His disciples were

ridiculed, and many betrayed their
magter by becoming tax-collectors’
to the various rulers. '

So time marched on, and Mang
grew old and weary.

One day, as he was nodding in
tne sun, dreaming of his youth and
fruitless endeavor, he was awakened
by the cries of a favorite disciple,
returning from his embassy.

“npinster!” he cried, embracing the
old man, “I finally have good news
for you! The king of Lu, birthplace
of . the. sacred Confucius, is anxious
to see you. He wishes to learn from
your lips all abkout your wonderiul
remedy.” )

And so, towards the end of his life,
Mazng the philosopher journeyed to
the court of the king of Lu. His
fevered = spirit visualized a new
world. At last, his proposal would
‘be given a triall

On the appointed day, the king
ordered his carriage to be yoked, in
order to visit Mang who was stay-
ing in one of the palaces of the royal

‘gardens. Just as he was about to .

step into it, a scheming and un-
worthy faverite, who was recelving
a great deal of rent from his peas-
ants, stepped in, and so diverted the
king’s attention with a number of
ariecdotes, that the king Ilaughed
continually, and changed his mind
about visiting Mang that day:
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And Mang, waiting, waiting for
the king to arrive, finally was told
what had happened.

“The king promised to come to-
morrow, Master,” comforted him his
distressed and worried disciple.

Mang turned his aged eyes upon
his favorite student, and shook his
head sadly.

*“No, my son,” he remarked. “A
man's advancement or the arresting
of it may seem to he effected by
others, but is really beyond their
power. My not finding the king of
Lu a ruler who would confide. in me
and put my lessons in practice, is
from heaven.”

And so, smitten to the heart, and
accepting this as the will of heaven,
he withdrew from the court. Long
had he striven against adverse cir-
cumstances, but now he bowed his
head in submission. Back home
again, surrounded by his favorite
disciples, he raised his head from
his death-bed, looked at the beauti-
ful world, and saying, “Carry cn,”
died. And thus went into eternity
the glorious soul of Mang the phi-
losophet. :

k] % &

And this, my children, ig the story
of Mang, known to all of us to-day
as Mencius, China’s greatest social
sage.

Is This a Machine Age?

Thig is a machine age, an age in
which the machine is the producer
and the source of power, an age in
which ownership of the tools of pro-
duction gives the power to exploit,
some observers say. The machine
is the wause of great inequalities,

"they continue, and they conclude

that the only solution is for the state
to take over the control or owner-
ship of the tools of production.

But is this a machine age, and
dees the machine give power to ex-
ploit ? '

In a little machine shop in the
Bronx, a rendezvous for ingeniocus

By ANDREW P. CHRISTIANSON

mechanics, some wonderful and
complicated glass blowing machines
were being built. Rough iron casi-
tings and bars were being machined
to odd shapes and heautiful finishes,
being endowed, i seemed, with the

very skills of their creators. The
work progressed rapidly under gkill-
ful management and finally the first
group of a dozen machines began io
function. :

What a maze of moving parts,
what intricate functions! A. savage,
unfamiliar with mechanics, would
have thought thers buman, The del-
jeate finished product came out i

_ a smooth unbrolten flow. Those who

had had a hand in building the mar-
velous thing were proud of their ef-
fort, for here was the finished prod-
uct, something to satisfy the crea-
tive instinct. ’
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Then one day, without warning,
work on the machines came 1o a
‘gudden hait. Many of the workers
were discharged, and those left were
filled with fear that they, too, might
have to go. What had happened?
WNo one knew. On one floor stocd

three finished machines and piles of

parts in various stages of comple-
tion.

Soon a junk man came andé of-
fered $300 for the lot, machines and
parts that had cost around a guar-
ter of a million dollars. Then the
story came out. A new machine
had been perfected, one sSo superior
“to the old as to render it immediately
cbsolete and of no value save as
"gerap. ‘There was no dishonesty in-
volved, It was merely that engi-
neers - had not stopped thinking.
They had gone right ahead to pro-
duce. womething very much hetler,

Progress begets progress, and noth-

ing succeeds like success.

The foregoing is not an isolated
case. Those who are familiar with
praduction know that no man can
monopolize ingeniousness. He can
sometbimes monopolize ideas for a
period, but that iz all. Occasional-
ly it is better to keep-some process

or machine secret than fo oblain a .

patent, for 8 patent makes an idea
common knowledge. Very often a
slight change in design or principle
will completely destroy the value of
& patent. At times it has almost

‘the state.

seemed advisable to pay men to
stop thinki;lg up new ideas, for fear
the indusirial organization could not

stand the strain of the constant-

changes necessitated by
ments.

unprove-

Does this experience seem to prove
or disprove that this is a machine
age, and that ownership of the tools
of production (machines) gives the
power to exploit? If it does any-
thing, it {ends to prove that it is
becoming almost impossible to get
monopolistic powers through the
ownership of ideas, and that brains
can never ‘be monopolized.

Suppose that the state showdd ag-
sume ownership of the tools of pro-
duction. What would become of
those inventive geniuses who design
and build machines? Would they,
too, be controlled, or would they be
allowed to make the state-owned
machines obsolete by designing bet-
ter cnes?

The wusual answer is that they
would be permitted to produce for
The problem, however, is
not so simple as that, Every one
gnows the stubborn resistance to

.change invariably offered by bu-

reaucracy. What would be ihe in-
centive for invention? Without hops
of special reward fior special accom-
plishment, and sure on the other
hand of powerful opposition, would
inventive genius be willing to em-
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ploy itself? . No man can drive.an-
other to think. It is possible that
voluntary production for the state
might take place if if and when a
living can be secured as easily as
a drink of water can be oblained
today. Rut there Is nothing te in-
dicate that such a condition can ever
pe prought about by bureaucracy.
The evidence, rather, is all to the
contrary.

Mosi people know, and they have
it had it brought home to them more
clearty than ever since this war be-
gan, that the earth is the source of .
our raw materials, And practicaliy’
every oneg, too, Knows something of
one or more of operations Which,
gtep by step, fit the raw materials
for the satisfaction of human de-
sires. But not so many, as ¥yet,
know how we may free natural re-
sources and make them available to
ail. Many fear the machine, heliev-
ing that it competes with labor and
confers on its owners the powser to
exploit. But if today, when the
earth is not -free, the machine can
4o no more than this story, and
thousands like it that could be writ-
ten, wouid seem to show, how much
less need we fear it when the sarth
iz free and men ar at Yberty o pro-
duce? :

Thig thought is particularly per-
timent af this time whils we are in
the midst of a war which, more than
anything else, i8 a war of production.

" Taxes to Beat the Axis

To those few Ceorgists who follow
the letter rather than the spirit, war,
bowever justifiable, must- bring a
very peculiar distress that it does
not bring to persons whose economic
faith is less literal. This distress
stemg from the fact that successful
‘prosecution of a modern war absc-

. Jutely compsls resort to other scurc-

es for taxation than the rent of land.

o carry on war against foes as
strong as the Axis powers, We must
have many billion dollars worth of
planes, tanks, ships and guns and
we must have them in a hurry.

are sacrosanct

Ry HARBY GUNNISON BROWN

Men are comscripted for fighting
and compelled to sacrifice their lives.
And when men must sacrifice their
lives, it i9 impossible that the wages
of labor and the interest on capital
incomes which the
state may not tax. And so most of
us who would like the whole, or prac-
tically the whole, of land reni to be

appropriated by the state, would still,

under present conditions, wish the
¥ederal government to draw very
peavily “for the duration” on other
incomes 100.

For we cannot afford to risk de-

feat by leaving ANY large incomss,
whether fairly eamed or not, free of-
heavy tazation. Even i we depart
fram what would be, 1mder mnormal
conditions, ideal prineciples of taxa-
tion, we must be willing to do this
iest we suffer the consequences of de-
feat.

But, even on the basis that every
person. should have to pay, while the
war continues, all the government

‘can bhope to get from him, certain

taxes are obviously either undesir-
able or of onty limited value. This
is true of taxes on gales in general
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and on necessaries in-particular. For
such taxes are a burden on the very
poorest and the very poorest have
only a tiy margin above necessaries.

We simply cannot get large funds -

from them without either reduciag
them below the starvation line ur
providing means for charitable re-
lief. , :

The maintenance of morale and the
provision of mnecessary funds and,
therefore, success in ocur very objec-
tive of winning the war, depend on
our drawing very heavily from the
larger and medium incomes even
when these incomes are fairly earned.
Incidentally, conguest by a ruthiess
foreigm foe might easily mean that
such earned incomes could be earned
no longer or, if earned, could be 2n-
joyed no longer by those who how
enjoy them. )

As a long-run peace-time proposi-
tion, it can be argued that for the

state to appropriate mearly all the
income yielded by capital might re-

move much of the incentive for the’

accumulation and the construction of
capital: But to appropriate nearly all
the income from capital during just
o few years of war is less likely to

remove the impulse to save. And, -

anyway, during the continuance of
a nation’s struggle for freedom or for
maintenance of the conditions its
citizens deem essential for satisfac-

tory living, most of the savings in--

dividuals might ordinarily devote to
the construction of capital are des-
perately needed in the form of means
of warfare, o - .
The nation simply cannot afford fo
leave for ordinary capital construc-
tion any funds which might be
turned to essential war purposes.
And if special kinds of capital are
needed for the production of the in-
- gtrument of war, the government, if
necessary, can itself see that such
capital is made avatlable. ’
~ What now of the extra large in-
comes of efficient and well-trained
labor, such as that of executives, pro-
fessional workers and especially

gkilled artisans? If such extra in-
comes were always taken almost: en-
tirely by government, perhaps few
would hother to work for them or to

" sequire the skill and training neces-
sary to earn them. But such extra

incomes may be thxed very heavily
indeed during two or three years of
war—and especially perhaps in view
of the influence of patriotism—uwith-
out . there being anything like so
great a depressive influence.

Nevertheless, however desirable and-

important it may he that during the
crigis of war we tax into the national
{regsury all surpluses over individual
needs that we can reach, whether
they be earned or unearned, we must
not forget this distinction. We must
not permit others who have ever got
any inkling of the distinction to for-
get it. We must emphasize and re-
emphasize it on every appropriate
ccedsion. : :
To.tax capital when there are still
large streams of land rent flowing
into private income is economic fool-
ishness. It may decrease saving and
the comstruction of' capital. Even if
it 'does not, it tends fo cause invest~
ment of the savings in other places
where the capital is {axed less.

Again, heavy taxes on earned

wages involve an unjustifiable bur- -

den on the comparatively poor who
enjoy, at best, net much of luxury.
Yet if taxes are made unduly heavy
on the larger earned wages of the
more gkilled or highly trained work-
ers, it seems quite likely—as already
indicated—that much of the motive
to efficiency in the long run would
be destroved. It i3 possibly notewoi‘-
thy that even the socialistic govern-
ment of Russia has felt obliged to
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_give larger—often very much larger

—pay to the efficient, the skilled and
the highly trained than to workers of
less productive cai)acity.

 But for the state to appropriate in
tazation most or all of the annual

‘rentdl value of natural resources and

sites certainly does not weaken ti:

motive to saving. Tt certalnly does .

not cause savings to be Invested
other jurisdictions or arsas. It cer-
tainly is not a burden on the earaed
wages of the relatively poor. It cer-
tainly has mot the least tendency to
weaken the motive to efficiency.
Such taxation merely takes for the

use of all of us a value for which-

none of Us—nor any small group of
us—is individually responsible, a val-
ue which none of us individually pro-
duced or cotld produce. '

Such taxation discourages the
speculative holding of land out of use
and so forces rents down and im-

proves the condition of tenants gen-

erally, Tt means that slum dwellers,
paving less for land space, can af-
tord more room and more healthful
conditions. It means that building

Iots will sell for much less and that

{he tenant who wants to become a
home owner ¢an do so without as-

suming.-so discouragingly large a -

mortgage indebtedness.

None of these facts is unknown fo
readers of The Freeman. But all or
most of them are unknown fo the
general public; and those journaligts,
politicians and teachers who aspire
to be regarded as leaders of opinicn

geem to be, with hardly an exception, -

determined not to investigate them,

—nor even to listen, except with ~

closed minds, to their exposition.
Nevertheless, the {ime may come—

" and the sooner as readers of this

magazine hecome numerous and in-
creasingly influential — when the
would-be leadérs of public opinicn,
who ingist on ignoring facts so fun-
damental and so significant for the
well being of the state, will them-
selves be ignored or will be the butt
of well-directed ridicule.
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gir Stafford Cripps was faced with
a superhuman tagk when he at~
tempted to vitalize the Indian war
effort. Generation after gemeration
of Indians has been oppressed and
degraded by poverty. Such people
are not physically prepared for war.
Nor is their morale high enough to
malte them good soldiers. India can
be armed in a few months, but to

give Indians the fighting spirit of

© free men would take years.

America hag suffered from de-
pression. The effect of unemploy-
ment and government relief upon
our people has not been beneficial.
But what is a depression in Amer-
ica is a famine in India. A factory
worker who makes eight cents a day
cannot live long on his savings after
the demand for cotton drops off and
_ his job is gone. Yes, there is & gov-
ermment dole in India which hag
saved millions from starvation. But
in the last guarter of the nineteenth
century at least 15,000,000 people
were killed by famine, This partlal-
1y explaing why the average length
of life in India (25 yrs.) is less than
half that in the United States (ap-
proximately 60 yrs.). Still the Ia-
dians are getting pooret. :
 Suddenly these people are threat-
ened with invasion by a Japanese
army. They are exhorted to defend
themselves against enslavement. But
Indians have found that constant
hunger, and work without hope of
improvement, is slavery. Whether it
i3 administered by native princes,
foreign indusirialists, or Japanese
goldiers, matters tittle.

Gandhi and Nehru, for years, have
been trying to rally their country-
men in a struggle for independence.
They helieve that economic improve-
ment of the masses must be at-
tained. And they believe that as
long as India i under foreign dom-

ination she will be exploited. Only

Indian leadership can abolish pov-
erty.

To these men Cripps brought
Britain's appeal for an all-out war

" pected.

Whither India?

By FRED EARN

effort. He promised India fresdom
in the form of & dominion govern-

ment, to be established as soon a8’

the war ends. He suggested divid-
ing India into Moslem and Hindu
states as part of the post-war plan.

The Moslems were pleased that
congideration had been given to their
minority problem. There are about
20,000,000 Moslems in India and
260,000,000 Hindus. But the Hin-
dus were dismayed at the prospect
of a divided nation. They pointed
out that nearly all countries have
minority probiems. Should the Unifed
States be divided because ten per
cent of its jpepulation Is Negro?
sShould Canada - be separated into
ihree nations to please the French,
English, and Indians? Far sigbted
Tndiang insist that geograpby, his-
tory, and culture make India & sin-
gle nation. And religious differ-
ences must be reconciled for the
commaon good. '

The jmmediate issue is not minor-
ity rspresentation, but defense
againgt Japan. - Unless India has in-
dependence she has littie to defend,
and tha world can expect half-heart-
ed action, The promise of freedom
after the war spurred India into ac-
tion once. But the memory of World
War T is too vivid today.

Indis fought that war o¢n promi-
ises of future reforms. She sent
mnore than a million men to Furops
and suffered 100,000 casualiies.
When it was over, India 4id not re-
ceive the concesgions she had ex-
it was then that she de-
cided not to take part in anotheri
war until she had gained complete
independence.

in September, 1939, the British
Parliament brought India into this
war by prociamaiion. The Viceroy
assumed emergency powers and the
Tndians lost that small measure of
freedom which they had so labori-
ously wrested apainst aklmost insup~
erable odds betwsen 1920 and 1935.
But the Indian [National Congress
denied that the British Parliament
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had the right to plunge 340, ,000
Indians into war. India must make
that decision for herself. -

The war continued with India half
in and half out, until the main bat-~
tle scene shifted from HEurope to
Asia. It became apparent that the
responaibility for defeating Japan
wouid fall largely on China and the
United &tates. If India were con-
quered, essential Chinese supply
lines would be cut. So Great Brit-
ain wag urged to reenforce her in-
dian defense. Relations between
Engiand and her colony were now of
world-wide importance.

The United States first took a
hand in Indian affairs last July when
Girjs Shankar Bajpal came to Wash-
jugton., AS a representative of In~
dia and not of the British Empive,
he urged American economic oop-
eration with his country. For the
first time since 1757 when Rohert
Clive won the Battle of Plassey and
drove ocui the French imperialists,
was non-British capital investment
encouraged in India.

Wwith the Mediterranean blocked,
it iz ap 11,000 mile voyage, largely
through enemy waters, from New
York to Bombay. The surest way ko
arm our Eastera allies is by ouild-
ing munitions plantg in India. The
large supplies of iron ore, coal, and
petroleums in India it in well for
guch a program. '

Tt is unfortunate that India was
not industrialized years ago. But
England preferred to keep Indian
labor on the soil, in the coal mines,
and in the cotton and jute factories.
Most of the manufactured goods
which she consumed were shipped
from the British TIsles. Perhaps it -
is too late to change, Nevertheless
the United States is ghipping ma-
chine tools to India under the Lend-
Lease Act. Louis John;son ig at the
head of a war mission to build a
TUnited Nations arsenal in the HEast.
And many Indians suspect that this
is the opening wedge of an Ameri-
can imperialism which will do Indiz
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né more good than British imperial-

ism,

Nehru (and no doubt many of his

followers), has decided that all for-
eign capital is harmful, and that
the capitatistic system has no place

in the future of his country. The

first foreign capital which India
knew was the guns and cannong
brought in by the British, French,
and Dutch trading companies, With

these weapons, the British East In--

dia Company finally gained control
over most of India. The rest of the
country was conquered by Indian
princes who paid well for the serv-

'ices of Hast India Company soldiers.

And the produce of that wealthy em-
pite began to pour intc Eurcpe in
exchange for nothing.

Today, with the East India Com-
pany only an unpleasant memory,
India exports annually $103,000,600
or more worth of goods for which
she reccives no return, 7This repre-

sents rent to absentee landlords and

pengions to retired government of-
ficials. :

The foreign owned coal mines and
jute mills, where workers scarcely
earn enough to buy food, symbolize

modern capitalism, Thege mills were
built up after the individual-crafts-
men in silk, rugs, pottery, and jew-
elry were destroyed by tariffs and

- excise laws. .
. If this is a necessary part of capi-
_talism, India would do well to. de-

stroy it. But the Indian standard of
living can be ralged without bhan-
ishing foreign capital and without
changing the form of government.

For thousands of years befors the
Huropean tradars atrrived, land in

. Indian villages was owned by the

colimunity, Tncome frem the land
was used to provide fres education.
Under f£oreign domination, village
lands werse reduced to private own-
ership and taxation became a pow-
erful weapon for oppressiorn.

The indian national government
was also a large land owner during
the Mogul Empire. TUnder Zuropean
rule much of its land was remeved
from production, Today only eight-
sen per cent of the Empire's rev-
enue is a colleetion of economic rent.

In addition to the government eol-
jection, there is & private rent col-

lector, and the ryot (farmer) who

tills the land for the profit of both,

trade locally.

STICKY ECONOMICS
{Copled from a four sheet billboard)
DORCHEESTER _
‘We guarantee money in your pocketbook if you $

Tf all the 200,000 residents of Dorchester did, it
would be as thriving a city as Springfield.

WRIGLEY'S DOUBLEMINT,

Well, it won't work. Even if Wrigley iried it
it would gum up the works . .
doesn’t grow locally. And gumming up the Wrig-
ley works would be a national calamity which
would leave Awmerica breathless, or with more
breath than ever, depending on one's point of view.

. for Chicle just l

G. B. B
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iz constantly faced with famine,
Uninformed sympathisers suggest
that the government reduce its land
tax and relieve the pressure on the
ryot. They do mnot realize that
wages canhot be ralsed without rais-
ing the margin of production, and
that the margin of production can
most quickly and surely be raised
by increasing, rather than reducing,
land value taxation.

The Empire claims to own 80
000,000 acres of uncccupied land
which is suitable for cultivation. Ia
gll India there is only five times
that amount being cultivated to sup-
port 250,000,000 people. If the gov-
ernment made this holding awvail-
able to the half starved coal miners
and cotton workers there would be
new hope and opportunity for mil-
tions of Indians. They would have
someihing to fight for—a country to
defend against invasion,

Indiz was once the richest nation
in the world. Her architecture was
equal to that of Greece. She was
the intslectual and spiritual leader
of Asig. The day maynot be far
distant when India will again be a
jeader amtong the nations.
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That a pecple can be enslaved just as effectually by
making property of their lands as by making prop-
erty of their bodies, is'a truth that conguerors in all
ages have recognized, and that, as society developed,
_the strong and unscrupulous who desired to live off
the lahor of ofhers, have been prampt to ses, The
voarder form of slavery, im which each particular
slave is the property of a particular owner, iz fitted
only fo a rude state of society, and with social devel-
opment entails more and more careé, trouble and ex-
pense upon the owner. But by making property of

* the land instead of the person, much care, supervi-
W;:"‘» . gion and expense are saved the -proprietors; and
g%gq\ though no pariicular slave is owned by a particular
*-master, yet the one class still appropriates the labor

% of the other class as before,
' HENRY GIKORGE—In Social Problems.
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Caoutchouc, bettar known as rub-

ber, is not a modern discovery. Co-
lombus found the Quisguean Indians
piaying beach games with balls of
the stuff when he landed on what is
novw Haiti, but the white man did

‘nothing about this New World pro-

duct for two hundred fifty years.
Then, in 1736, Lacondamine, heading
a French expedition into FMeuador,
seni samples of casutchouc io the

~ French Academy of Seciences for

study., The savants duly noted its re-
markable gqualities, but caoutchouc
remained  a  “patural  curlosity.”"
Priestly, the 18th century scientist,
wag the first to dub caoutchouc “rub-
bher”, after observing its effectiveness
in erasing pencil marks from paper.
This was the firgt commereial use of
rugher, In the year 1820 Charles
Macintosh enlarged the possibilities
of the product by devcloping it as a
waterproofing agent for fabrics. In
1540, Goodyear, originator of the vul-
canization process, started rubber on
its way to the important role it plays
in modern industry. Today it is esii-
mated that some 25,000 articles are
made of rubber.

Production of the commodity start-
o in the western world. The Brazil-
ign jungles and tropical forests
shounded with a wvariety of ftrees
yiciding latex, from which rubber is
produced. In the early years of the
preent cntury rubber was the second
most important product and export
of Prazil, exceeded only by coffee,
and her para fubber was adjudged
the finest in fhe world.

Of late years Brazil's proportion of
world production has declined. Jn
1599 Brazil produced 40% of the
world total; in 1922, 5%; in 18540,
1.29%. Latin America, ¢gf which Era-
Zil is an important part, in 1909-13
produced a yearly average of 21,000
tons of rubber; in 1230, 8,800 tons.
Between 1809 and 1930 Asiatic pre-
duction of rubber umped from 7,960
tons £o 411,100 tons. Brazil's produc-
tion fell from an annual average of
19,250 tons in 1909-18 to 7,050 in

Caoutchouc
BY GEORGE B, BRINGMANN

193¢, while Ceylon production
climhed from 250 tons to 41,350 fons.
- In 1931 the government of Brazil
took steps to promote the indusiry.
Since then production has heen:

1931..12,623 1936. .13,240
1932.. 6,220 1937, .14,793
1933.. 9,453 1938..14,250
1934..11,150 1939, .15,070
1835..12,370 1940. .17 480

Thig shows a slow but steady in-
crease in total tommage, bul by no
means does it represent a corres-
ponding increase in Brazil's propor-
tionate contribution to world pro-
duction, The Brazilian Institute of
Geography and Statislics in its 1938

report estimates that the potential .

rubber production capacity of Brazil
i 600,000 tons annually, basing this
estimate upon the stand of lalex
trees at that time,

The contrast between Brazilian and
Asiatic rubber production and the
steady decline of Brazil's proporticn-
ate contribution to world production
is the result of the inability of Bra-
zilizn producer to meet the competi-
tive price of the Asiatic producers of
the commedity. The latter, the huge
British-Duteh, could undersell. One of
the advantages in production costs
the cartel enjoyed wag the low wage
scale paid Lo its workers. By this we
do not imply that cheap labor is more
efficient than highly paid labor. Ths
facts are:: The cartel started to pro-
duce rubber where the margin of
production already had been extend-
ed to the subsistnce level. The pro-
ductive sites of the cartel were peo-
pled with workers who had no altern-
ative to working for the cartel at
low wages excepi starving.

In Brazil it was difficult to get
collectors of rubber latex from the
cutside world because of the unset-
tled conditions of the rubber country.
danger, unhealthful conditions, ete,
The only large group willing to ga-

ther latex were the Indian natives of

the Amazon valley. These Indians
would not werk in rubber production
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unless they were paid as much or
more than they could make from
nunting, fishing and the agricultural
generosities of nature. That wage
was relatively higher than the wage
of the Asiatic, since the Amazen In-
dians were under no compulsicn to
choose between rubber producing or
starving. '

It will be seen that there is mo ar-
gument here on the efficlency of
slave labor versus free labor, for
free labor did not enter into the com-
petition on a commercial, modern
productive-method scale. Miore rele-
vant is the greater frecdom of the
Amazon Indian over the Asiatic in
the economic means he could choose
to satisfy desires. Since human ke-
ings seek to satisfy their desires
with the ieast effort, the Amazon
Tndian did out-produce his Malay or
Asiatic cousin—net in rubber (he de-
sired not to work at that) but in
wealth generally. Perhaps he planaed -
gold dust, which is not too scarce up
the far reaches of the Amazon, is
worth its weight in sait, this condl-
ment ‘being the ultimate of an Ama~
zon Indian’s desire of the palate.

It may be pertinent to ask: Could
the cartel have discouraged the ex-
pansion of Braziliap robber produc-
tion if the laborers employed by the

-partel had had aceess to the bounties

of nature similar to that enjoyed by
the Indizns of the Amazon? This
writer thinks not. Had the Asiatic
taborers had this opportunity teo
maintain themselves independent of
the cartel, the wages Decessary 0
induce them to produce rubber would
hawve besn greater.

This raises another point: Would
that hypothetical increase in the
wage cost of the cartel have resulied
in a higher price for the raw rubber?
Probably not. Carfels and monopo-
ties deal with products of labor and
are in a position similar to those
speculating in products of labor. The
1atter must consider the price celing
beyond which they may not go with-
out attracting competition. In short,
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speculation draws forth additional
supplies. The price fizxed by the cartel
was determined by the cost of pro-

ducing either natural rubber else--
where or syanthetic rubber. Even if -

the laborers for the cartel had re-
ceived high wages, the ceiling price
beyond which lay encouragement for
other producers would have remained
ths same. :

There is, of course, no proof tha:
the jungles of Brazil or the rest of
Latin America would have heen uti-
lized more extensiviy for rubber pro-
duction had the cartel been obliged
to pay higher wages as a result of
_ free opportunity being open fo Asiat-

ic workers, or that owners of capital
would have invested in facilities for
the processing of rubber in the West-
ern Hemisphere. However, it would
sem that if producers were obliged
1o pay labor all it produces, the out-
come of a struggle for domination
of any market would depend solely
upon the efficient use of capital, angd
natural conditions peculiar ¢ the
product itself. As o efficlent pro-
cessing methods, there is no reason
to believe that these could not be
employed with equal readiness on
any other continent. Which, perhaps,
brings us to the crux of the matter.
Under the conditions outlined, cost
of production would be determined
"largely by paturzl condit'ons. South
American rubber is hard to get at.
The latex tree country lies inland up
" the Amazon valley, far from sall
water ports. Asiatic rubber, on the
other hand, is grown within easy dis-
tance of good harbors. Brazilian rub-
ber, once aboard ship, is, of course,
nearer United States, the greafest
rubber market in the world. Whether
the differences in fright cests would
cancel the ease of access to source of
supply ought to be easily determined.

The differences geographic, climatic’

or migcllaneous, can be expressed in
or miscellaneous, can be expressed in
one word—rent. Rent difference is
aver the other,

The assertion, then, that the car-
tel enjoyed low cost labor seems
reasonable. When wages are low,
particularly if they are at subsis-
tence level, then remt must be high.
The cariel was able to underséll the

Brazilian producers because, in ad-
dition to the interest on its capital
investments, it was collecting remti
natural and also rent speculative
extracted from wages—else wages

woould have been higher.

It is obvious that had the cartel

. been. competing on an eguitable bas- -

is with Brazilian producers the price
of rubber could not have been arbi-
irarily set by the cartel, as was the
case prior to June 1941, at which
time the United S¢ates Rubber Re-
serve Company set a 22.5 cenls per
pound figure.

Froin the points made it secms -

reagonable to believe that Brazil
would have continued to produce
rubber on & scale proportiondte te
her capacity, had it not been for the
unfair eompetition of the cartel. And
the cartel was able to establish such
a monopoly and gain such a stran-
glehold on the rubber frade of the
world only as a result of antiguated

. and unsocial land laws. These iaws
protected the cartel in the exercise’

of unjust privilege and enabled it to
deny equity to the workers of the
rubber producing countries of Asia.

But this is no time for recrimina-
tions or regrets. Brazil might have
been an important supplier of rub-
ber at this time. She is not. Shels
a -potential source of great future
supplies. For the present we shall
have to avail ourselves of other
though more expensive sources of
rubber. This the United States
Government has undertaken.

When the shortage in rubber was
foreseen, Congress was urged by the
Administration to appropriate funds
for the leasing of 75,000 acres of
1and sunitzble for the growing of the
gnayule shrub, alse a source of rub-
per. This shrub reaches maturity
& little earlier than de yubber trees

but vields just once inasmuch as the -

shrub is harvested. A rubber tree

‘Neoprene (Du
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takes five or eix years or must he

at least eighteen inches in circum-

ference before it gives an appreci-
aple amount of latex., Latex runs
slowly. We démocracies haven't the
time to wait. But there are other
sources from which we can gei the
much needed supply. These are the
synthetic rubbers, ranging In cost
from 30 cents te 75 cents a pound.
They are Thiokcl (Dow Chemical),
Pont), Ameripol
(Coodrich-Philips Petroleum), Tha-
migum {(Goodyear), Buna I, Buiyl
{Standard Oil of New Jersey) and

‘Bama (U.JS. Rubber, Firestone, and

Shell). TUndoubtedly the best wiil
be used. Since the appropriaiion for
guayule culture land was voled, the
gtandard Qil Company of Mew Jer-
sey and the government have en-
tered info a consent decree that
makes availabie for the duration o

‘a rovalty free basis a score of pat-

ents relating to synthetic gasclize
and synthetic rubber. Both cost
more than the nalural product, But
we are at war. We have the mesns

-and we must use fhem.

With the pressure of War needs,
developets of syanthetic rubber will
nmprove processing methods and re-
duce cost, perbaps to a peint ap-
progimating that of the natural
product. It is mot unlikely that ihe
processors of these synthetics wiil
ask for a protected market, partic-
wharly if the cost of production hus
ot been brought below the cost of
preducing natural rubber, and f/ or if
the processors have made large in-
vestments in plant. Omnce behind a
tariff wall on mnatural Tubber, tie
makers of synthetic rubber €so far
a5 the Tnited States is concernszd)
will be in a mosition similar to that
enjoyed by the British-Dutch cariel

The danger foreseen should ke

avoidad.

Having wasted the substance (la-
tex rubber) in the jungles of the
world,- let the democracies not
squander the talents to develop sya-
thetic Tubber in z deluge of PoSt-war
digsipation in the forms of monono-
Yes and privileges, in matters of nat-
ural materials necessary to produce
synthetics, in patents allowing con-
trol of processes of production.
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Taxes on Tea-Bibbers

A, ,_Ohce upon a time two tax'co.lllec-'

tors were sitting together chatfing.
Said one, apropos of nothing in par-
ticular, “Take Jewel Tea — . He

- got no further. His companion trans-

fixed him with a stare, stopped him.
in his tracks, as it were.

Now the gpeaker was not prescrib-

ing a diet or anything like that. It
was not as if he had sald, “Drink
Jewel Tea three times a day. It iy

.good for what aily you. It will take.
the warts off your nose; it will make -
your hair curly; it will make you -
. look like Clark Gable.” -

Nothing of the sort. He was merely
introducing a subject, more or lesy
casually, with nothing special in
mind. But his rather aimless remark
held the germ of an idea. The speak-
£r himself did not raallze it but.his
friend caught it at once. That is why,
after a moment of deep concentra-
tion, the friend whispered hoarsely,
“I think you've got scmething there.”

‘So ths tax collectors began "tak-
ing” Jewel Tea, one of the country’s
farger chain store systems, and they
have been “taking” it ever since. At

first it was not so bad. For Jewel

Tea, that is. It was pretly soff for
the tax collsctors right from ike
siart. But even as recently as 1916,
the “take” — taxes paid by the Jew-
el Tea Company — amounted to but
78,271,

~ That is a tidy litile sum, to be
sure, more than you would be likely
to carry around in your vest pocket,
put not so miuch for a concern that
did a business of $10,000,000 that

year. True, it represented $0.28 a

share on the stock of the corporation,
but who cares? Nobody loves a
stockholder. Also, it was equal to
$23.79 for each of the 3,290 workers
employed by Jewel Tea that year.
But what of that? The company had
to pay it — the workers didn’t. They
would tell ‘you so themselves. )
The next year Jewel Tea's tax bl
took a jump to $163,843 — meore than
doutle the figure of the preceding
year. But that was 1917, . '
Taxes were down -again in 1918,

By C. 0. STEELE

and by 1919 had dropped so far that
the company had to pay a mere $28,-
T770. That ig only $0.10 a share on the
stock - and what is $0.10 fo a stock-
holder? 7And it is only 3$8.58 for
gach worker, which, as the workers
would tell you again if you aszked
them again, meant nothing to them.
‘the company had to pay it — they
didn’t.

After that, Jewel Tea was preity
lucky.. Taxes continued low for guite
a gpell. Even in 1932 they came to
put $248457. Of course that was
equal to $0.89 on each share of stock,

but every one knows that stockhold- -

ers are no better than they should
be, and it served them right. Also, it
amounted to $85.57 for each employe,
put not a clerk in one of the com-
pany’s stores, or a driver on one of
the wagon routes, had ito reach in
hig pocket for so much as a five-
cent piece.

‘The year 1932, you will recall, was
the year before the present admini-
straticn took over to put an end do

the profligate extravagance and on-.

erous taxation thai was bringing the
country to ruin under Hoover, Some-
thing must have miscued. Taxes, in-
stead of going down, went up. In
1934—the second year of the demon-
stration of how to reduce govern-
ment expenses hy spending more,

‘Jewel Tea’s tax bill amounied to

$589,069, mote than twice what it
was in 1932.
That was equivalent to $2.10 on

-each share of stock, and $176.13 for
each employe. Think what it would

have been but for the administra-
tion’s - unshakable determination fo
keep government gpending at a mini-
miamn!!

But you should have heard the
cries of dismay from the Jewel Tea
people. Actually, though they ¢id not
realize it at the time, they were get-
ting off easy in 1934.

In 1936 they had to dig up $850,-
805, equal to $3.64 on each share of
stock. Each employee--you can fig-
ure it out for yourself -— was ahead

of the game to the extent of $246.52
by not having to pay his share of the
tax levied upon the company he
worked for. Pretty clever fellows,
those employees, much too smart ic
let themselves be used as ratspaws
by the company in trying fo get its
taxes reduced. They know which gide
of the hutter their bread ig on.

By 1988 the tax collectors must
have realized that they had a gold
mine in Jewel Tea. The mine pro-
duced a million dollars that year. In
1839  the yield was §$1,137,256, or
$4.05 for each share of stock, $313.71
for sach employe. Taxes took 45% of
the company’s earnings that year.

In 1940 taxes claimed 48% of net
ineome before taxes, or $1,440,4790,
which was eqgual to $5.19 on each
share of stock, and $371.65 for each
smploye.

Tn 1941 there was a boost that was
a boost. Taxes totalled $2,430,381,
629 of net before taxes. As there
had been a two-for-one stock spiit,
the per share tax was only $4.34, b .t
on a comparable basis it was $8.63,
up from $5.19 the year before. Aver-

-age employment that year was 3,850,

so that taxes represented $615 for
each worker.
Some people say that such tazes

are always passed on, that the public

pays the bill in the shape of higher
prices. They say that a tax on eco-
nomic rent — on the annual value of
unimproved land — is one tax that
cannot be passed om. '

They say that the employees are
right; that they suffer only from the
higher living costs that result from a
general applicat.on of heavier taxes,
since it is extremely unlikely that
their wages would be increased even
if taxes wre lowered.

They say that competition, if al-
lowed to operate freely, would pre-

~vent the stockholders from reaping

an inordinate prof*t from the busi-
ness.

They say — but never mind what
they say.. Isn't Jewel Tea a jewel for
the tax collectors?




STRELY GOODNESS

By Janet Rankin Aiken

Quarry Bocks (Ridgefield, Conn.)

. Thig is a bock that must be read

aloud.,. And i it works with you as
T it did with me, it will be.

There you are in your big easy
chair, with your nose buried in the
thing, and before you know if—that
will be about page three, where Eve

wants Adam to sock the big bum

that got away with her coconut—
you will be chuckling aloud. Friend
Wife, deep in a pretty good book
herself, will eye you from across the
room with a trace of annoyance.
But that will not stop you. The

lines that moved you to mirth are’

much too good 4o keep. She will
have to hear them., And hear them
‘she does. A few pages further on,
and it will happen again. Another
chuckle and some more Treading
aloud, with the wife showing more
interest in the proceedings this time,

. Wpliows a two-minute silence and
then, for the third time ... Well,
at that your wife lays aside her
book for the eveming and does one
of three things: She asks you to go
on reading aloud; she takes the book
away from you and she goes on
reading =aloud, or worse still, she
takes the book away from you and
goes on reading o herself.

“If you have the third kind of a
wife, and if you are that much of a
meouse, you'd better have two books.
One was sufficient in my family.

But that is not all. I had been
reading aloud for half an hour or
so when neighborg called.  Did that
stop us? It gid not. WNothing would
do but they must sit down and lis-
ten, too. A little later another
couple dropped in. Then we did lay
the book aside, buf before ten min-
utes had eclapsed the first couple

. Apostrophes are out.

had it out again and they were read-
ing it to the second couple!
That is the sort of a book “Sure-

1y Goodness” is. It is & book that
is not only chuck full of chuckles,

it is one, that insists on being read

aloud. .And yet, with all its chuck-
les, it is not, at bottom, a humorous
book. If it might bhe called 2 hu-
morous book of ethics, it might
just as well be called a humorous
book of morals, or philosophy, or

. economics, or English, or grammar.

The author of “Surely 'Goddness,”
Janet Rankin Aiken, ig a linguist of
note. She teaches English at Co-

 lumbia University and Brooklyn.Col-

lege, and is well known for her ar-
ticles and books on English. Among
the latter are, “Why English Sounds
Change,” “Hnglish FPast and Pres-
ent,” “A, New Plan of English Gram-
mar,’ and “Commonsehse Gram-
mar.”

You would know what to expect

in the way of grammar from a writ-

er with that sort of a background,
wouldn’t you? TYou just think yon
would, What Dr. Aiken does with
and to her beloved grammar, par-
tieularly to punctuation, will sur-
prise you more than a little, espe-
cially if you got your grammar the
hard way, @s I got minepounded
in to make it stick. She will have
nothing to de with commas—uses
dashes and parentheses instead.
She doesn’t
like the word “whom”; by the way,
youve read “For Who The Bell

igl

Tolls,” havent you? - She uses foot-
notes in & way that is amusing and
amazing.

But these tricks of grammar are
of negligible consequéence, You may
like them or you may not--person-
ally, I was not overly enthusiastic
about them—they will not. ohscury
the fact that “Surely Goodness” is
a most unusual ook, a goy and
witty book that at the same time is
a very serious book, wilh a very se-
rious purpose, a bhook that is ai¥
things to all people. .

The terrilory covered is indicated
by the bool’s sub-title, “Sixty-Six
Little Sketches Of Nineteen Ways

‘To Become (food At Living.” The

blurb is mote truthful than blurbs
usually are when it says of “Surely
Coodness” that it is “a regular ecl-
lege course in skill at living and be-
sides Is first-rate entertainment for

old and young, with a lot of infor-

mation thrown in, and a dash or re-
Ligion, too.” It is, indeed, a good
deal of a college course, as you will
find when you tackle the midterm,

.and, as the author calls it, the “five- .

gtar final’' examinations.
It would bhe difficult to say that

any particular chapter or section of
the book stands out ahead of the oth-
erg., There was no par{ of it that I
did not find thought-provoking and

interesting, and that, it seems to me,
is about as much as can be asked
of a non-fiction hook. Georgists will
find the chapters on abundance and

gecurity of special interest. Dr. Ai-

jren has a good understanding of the

nature of economic rent and the pur-’

pose to which it should be put.
From the foregoing you may con-

¢lude that “Surely Goodness” is

guite a bock and that I like it.
It is, and I do. -

¢. 0. STEELE
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form,” he has writien
¥

Science
“Taxation of

earnizd Income.'”

teacher’s training.

on social and economic affairs.
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GUNNIZON BROWN
whose article “Taxes to Beat the
Axis” appears in this issus of The
Treeman is professor of Heonomics
at the Universily of Missouri. In
addition to his weli-known treatise
on the “Economic Basis of Tax Re-
“Heonomic
and Common Welfare,”
Unearned -Incomes,”
and the “Theory of Earned and Un-

FRED KARN is an, advanced stu-
dent of the Philosophy of Henry
George and iy now completing hig
*Whither India,”
which appears in this issue i3 an-
other fine addition to his writings

Our Coniributors

Tall and genial A. P. CHRISTI-
ANSHEN, one of this month’s H'ree-
man contributors, supplements his
activities at the HGSSS by teaching
al Breoklyn Technical High School.
My, Christiansen whe contributes “Is
This a Machine Age?”, has proven
invaluaple, not only as a teacher,
but as s sober'iniellectusl mainstay
to the School,

Lawyer-writer-speaker JACOB
SCHWARTZMAN authiored the story
of Mencius which appears on page’
i50, This story is an outgrowih of
an experimaental class he has been
conducting for over -a year on the
History of Social Thought. Mr.
Schwartzman's ability as a story-
teller has not gone to waste ag far
as readers of the Fresman ars con-
cerned since he has become one of
our most regular contribuicrs.
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It wag hot.

one, “Sorry.” Said the other, “Not at all.”

Interrupted number two: “The single tax.”
the firgt: “Uh huh.”
second. “Would encourage production,”

“gtop falling birth rate,” added one.
tax’d do that too,” said two.
age preduction,” reiterated one.
gingle tax”
invited one.
“Graft in this,” said one.
Pale, foamy, cool.
said the other.

Trom tight skirts to tariffs.
cure that toc.

Said one, “Now, fr' instance , . .”
single tax’d cure that {oo.”

lI%IIl!llIZIHHlli!llfllli‘lllilHEHlilililil]ilﬂii!l!lll!l(lliHl!tilllllli[lI!Hll!lil!tllliﬂllllilllilllllli,llllll“llHEIll!llllllIl!l.llti“lilllllll!ﬂu!u

One was lsft handed.  The other
s“normal” Both had a thirs{, ¥For beer. The bar
was crowded. Their elbows bumped. Suds ran
over walstcoats.. Waistcoafs—and it was hot, Said

&aid number one: “What this country needs . . .”
Said
“ITh huh what?” asked the
opined
number one. “So it would,” chirped number tweo,
“Yeah, single
“Ag I said, encour-
“Uh huh. The
“Right, old bean. Have a pretzel,”
“Have a beer,” invited number two.
Ee held up the lager.
“Jingle tax'll cure that ioo,”

“The single tax’d
From two beers to ten beers. From
patents to pants. The single tax'd cure that too.
Cut in two, “The

Fmotional upsets. The single tax’d cure it. Buck

13 RNARBUEELES 1] [T11

ARE THEY LIKE THATY
By GEORGE B. BRINGMANN

teeth., The Philly Ball c¢lub. - The single tax'd cure
jt. Brights disease. Stand and eat Iunch rooms,
Church aitendance. The fading figure. . Women
at bars, Ialling hair. Sterility. Tammany Hall
Leaky pens. Mothers-in-law. Copper. Sugar.
Snips. Snails, Puppy dog tails. The single tax'd
cure them all,

Said one: “Had enough.’ Said the other: “Posi-
tively.,” Said one: “Good bye now.” Sald the sec-
ond: “Bye.’. They winked, One with his lefi eye.
The other with his right, They were chums, weren't
they? Kach turned away. Out the door. The
same door,

Said John, the bartender: “Funny guy. Always
tells himself. Not a bad guy. Just wasting time.
(ieoze, if the single tax is half as good, they need
him in Washington, Can’t be. Drinkin’ alone ain’t
good, Talkin® to yourself Is worse. it spells
NUTS to me, an’ one of these days he's gonna get
so chum cuddly with that mirror he’ll up an’ bust
i, Wonder if the single tax’d cure that!”

MORATL: None, (except) any fool can talk to
himself. Stop Hcking wise intellectual chops. Even
an idiot can get his reflection to do his bidding:
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.(Conclusion.)

~ Government devised a tax-sus-
tained “planned economy”’ to make

more work to be divided among the
jobless. It fixed hours amd wages
and told bosses to hire more men
and pay them more.

Doles fed those not succored by

other rescue measures. Dolesmen
marched in squads to improvised
tasks, useful and useless. Because
they were not harassed by tax and
rent collectors, dolesmen found they
got more manicuring the sage brush
than they did shoveling, so it was
good busmess to clmg to doleful
johs. .
Another tax built houses for those
without roofs of their own. Other
taxes created pensions and varied
benefits.

A1l these activities expanded gov-
ernment enormously and gave New
Dealers a campaign bar’l rivaling
that of their foes.

A new election is at hand. ;Some_

shoui for this ism, some for that.

The campaign foliows routine course. -

All candidates wish to hold the gains
Dry Lake City has made and achieve
more. Conservatives and Liberals
vie in support of monopolism—the
ism which boosted the value of shov-
els from 1 to $10,000. Only the mat-
ter of *face’’ constrains both groups
from uniting to establish a perma-
nent system of paternalism. '

Protectionism is the only issue to
be debated by spell-binders. Con-
gervatives desire to revise the rail-
road outward and collect more tax-
es for infant Industries. Liberals
want to reviee the railroad inward
and repeal the tax. To do so with-

out pain to pocketbooks and feel-

ings, the Liberals propose shifting
railroad revision from the cily coun-
cil to the city clerk. Critics of this
plan assert the conncil is the only
town group with power to tax. If

this iz so, the Liberals have devised

an unconstitfutional way to revoke
an unconstitutional tax.

William Martin stumps for Con-
servatism:

The Shovelcrats
By CRAIG RALSTON

«Shovels are worth $10,000 and

‘beans $5 per bag, and individual in-

itiative and enterprise will make
them worth even more! Home mar-

kets for home hsans! Vote for the

‘American System'!”

Joe Miller gets himself an ism by
buying a soap box and joining the
Communists whoe have started a
movement to depose God. “I say:
apolish capitalism, compstition and
the wage system!” he shouts. “Re-
construct the social order! Coordi-
nate our lives into s harmonicus
whole!”

«Life in Dry Lake City is just one
damn ism after another,” says Tom
Morgan. ‘‘Comrade Miller has trot-
ted out ‘the eeriest one of the lot.
His ism would organize all the op-
pressions ‘which now bother the peo-
ple into One Big Oppression to be
exercised by the State.

“Bverybody's nose is in a State
nosebag. The rich got their noses
in first, and now the poor have
caught up. If we feed from State
nosebag long enough, we'll get the
nosebag habit. We won't care
whether Conservatives, Liberals,
Fascists, or Communisis f£ill the
bags—just so they keep them full.

“The power to fill or empty nose-
bags at will comes handy to politi-
cians who want more power, Folks
must eat. They will swap voles or
anything they possess for full nose-
hags. Tn no other utensil can cries
for rights and libertics be more
pleasantly and effectively stifled.
The cure for State nose-bagism is
shovels, When everybody gets his
own shovel and earns his own living,
he will be his own boss—sans isms,
sans nosebag and sans State.”

Thig political uproar does not golve
the prohlem of our lake. Doubtless
a technical report such as this will
be comsidered mo place for the phi-
losophy of ecomomics. But it seems
that nature requires mankind to
comply with her laws, particularly
those that establish and maintain
economic justice.

If mankind reb-

bl
&
[#5)

els and refuses to permit these laws
to operate . benignly, they hecome
punitive.

This is now quite apparent in Dry
Lake City. Because the people can-

_ not pay taxes, taxes drop. Because

they cannot pay mortgages, mort-
gages are wiped out. Because they

can pay neither taxes nor mort-.

gages, shovel values shrink. Through
receiverships, = foreclosures, losses,
and heartbreaks, = nature crashes
through, grimly effacing human . er-

rors with the ruthlessness of a

gteam roller.

Communities which possess boom-

bust economic systems like that of
Dry Lake should become aware that
there is a depression just around the
ecorner and that at intervals it will
make a clean-up. Inevitably, each
voom will be followed by a bust. A
eommunity should learn to bust in
a dignified manner.

With debts scaled down, taxes
slashed and shovels cheap enough o
workmen can obtain a refurn for

" their labor, a halance may be e~ .

stored, in which case work on our
lakebed wiil be resumed. Wken
that occurs, Dry Lake City will he
ready for another boom, which will
be followed by another bust, and
50 O . :

The outlook for our lake is, there-
fore, not encouraging. With each
erisis, the people will resort to the
best minds to pull them. out of the
hele. These brain -trusts, no doubt,
will ransack the chancellories of Fu-
rope and excavate the bombs of
Babylon to find what other bost
minds and brain trusts did in time

of stress, but they will not dig our

lake.

No purpose is served by further
‘elaboration of this report.

RECOMMENDATION
Our company is interested in the
excavation of a lake as the nuclteus
‘of ap irrigation system., We care

" nothing about the economic theories

of the Shovelcrats, or whether they
succeed oy fail
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Therefore, I recommend that every
man in Dry Lake City be forthwith
supplied with a shovel so all .can
go to work, to the end that the lake
bed be speedily excavated. '

JOHN WILLIAM JONES

Commissioner.

SUBSCRIPT

- By your directors’ leave, I will set

ancther picture alongside the Dry
Lake City scene.. Two comparable
porfraits may depict your camp
more clearly than one.

The “American System”—the only
system that distinguished the United
‘Biates from Europe—wag cheap Jand
and low taxes. This system endured
‘until the end of the homesteading
era, about 1800. It was the era of
gelf-dependent, self-reliant American
citizenship.

From 1900 on, the value of land m'

the United States steadily increased.
In these depression times, it is ahout
$150,000,000,000, a figure which,
bobbing up and down, representis the
“unearned increment.” Most of this
$150,000,000,000 of phony capital

drifted into the hands of ahout 10

per cent of us. It iz the sum on

which the rest of us pay rent and’

interest. )
This phony capital is maintained
by the dark rites of the tax system,

through which the tax load is sifted -

from those who own the phony §150,-
000,500,000, to working capital and
labor. Somefimes the shift is con-
cealed in faxes based on “ability to
pay,” or unseen taxes, or is screened
in “tax limitation™ aectivities and
campaigns to “relieve real estate.”

While our phony capital thus mul-
tiplied, our public and private debis
mounted to something like $145,000,-
000,000. These debts are real. Piled
on the debts is a $12,000,000,0060 tax
bill to add to the $6,000,000,000 we
pay in economic rent.

The census shows how increasing
land values affect our farm popula-
tion. In 1908, farm land averaged
around 3i5 per acre; in 1930 it was
nearly $50. With the climb, fewer
farmers owned land. Mortgages and
{enantry increased.

1900, 64.7 per cent of farmers
owned their farms; in 1910, 63.0;

-ers 'were mortgaged;-
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1920, 61.9; 1930, 57.6; 1940, (7).

In 1900, 30 per cent of farm own- -

1910, 33.2;
1920, 37.2; 1830, 42.0; 1940 (7).

In 1900, 66.5 per cent of farmers
were free from ‘mortgage; in- 1910,
65.6; 1920, 52.8; 1930, 51.7; 1940, (7).

1900, 35.3 per cent of farmers were
tenants;
1930, 42.4; 1940, (7).

This is the road tc land momop-
oly. Great prophets—from Moses o
Henry George—have told what be-
falls nations who reach that goeal.

It is scarcely necessary to recite
Protectionist exploits. The Dingley
tariff bill of 1897 was followed by
ihke Payne-Aldrich act. The two
were climaxed by the Fordney-Mc-
Cincher act of 1922 which levied on

~consumers a $4,000,000,000 yearly

tax of which $3,500,000,000 went to
tariff profiteers, and $500,000,000 to
the 1. 8. Treasury. The Smoot-
Hawley bill of 1930 increased the

lofty Fordney-McCumber tax by $1,—

000,000,000 per year.
JOHN WILLIAM JONES
Commisgioner.
The End.

. So—You Want to Help

NEW YOREK, N, ¥.—A iriend in Obio
racently wrots to congraiuiate Margaret
E. Bateman, dirzctor of the Henry George
School of Social Sclence in New York,
and concluded by saying, “Let me know
if I can be of assistance.” :

Miss Bateman replisd immediately, in-
dicating that, “The hest way you can
help is to get us students—or send us
the names of friemds to whom we may
forward literature sbout the School and
its eorrespondence course.” | By refwrn
mail came a list of 53 names—scaticred
over twelve states.

Readers of the Freeman who wish to
“be of gasistance’ may well take heed!

And m Passing—

NEW YORK, N, ¥Y.—Margaret E. Bate-
man, director of the Henry George School
of Social Science in New York, on re-
turning from a trip to the extension
schools in Canada, tells us that she found
her friends there, “Deep in the heart of
TAXES‘" -

‘Wow, Top This

NEWARK, N. J--To Dr.
Geoffrey W, Hsty of Westfield, N, J.,
goes the “Gold Star” ihis term for se-
curing the largest number of students.
The clags, which iz conducted by John
T. Tetley, i3 being held at the Esty
home. Twenty-two students attended the
first sesgion, and additional members ar-
rived during the second and third ses-
sions.

Mrs. BEsty served supper to the mem-

bers of the class at the close of the first
{Note: possibly this iz a me-

gession.
divm of -advertising which the Henry
Georga School has not explored suffi-
cienily.)

Like Coffee?

NEW YOREK, N. Y.—Catherins ¥lock,
a graduate of the Hemry George School
in New York, was confronted with the
arzument that Henry George's philosephy
iz dated. '

“Well,” said Miss Klock,
dated to be fresh!™

“it has to be

and Mrs,

On the Afr

NEW YORK, N,.Y.—A broadcast from
WAAT, Jersey City, N. J., on April 20th
featured an interview with Jean Lackey,
who is in charge of publicity for the
Henry George School of Social Science
in New York.

Miss Lackey described to Tom Noble,
the master of ceremonies, how, starting.
with abaolutely no funds, she had ac-
complished a trip around the world be-
catse, *I was worried about so much
misery and unemployment in this rich
country. I wanted to seo if conditlons
were the same all over the world.—They
werel!”

From New York fto Florida, to Hawail, .

and then to Asin, to Africa and eventual-
Iy to Europe, Miss Lackey traveled; and
finally toc England where Sir Herbert
Matthews introduced her to Henry
George’'s works. On returning to New
York, however, she discovered not only
hooks by George, but a scheol devoted
to teaching his Philosophy of Freedom,
wherein lay the answers to. the problems
#0 long perpexing her.

Write US - AND LET US KNOW

[LLLEIEEE

in 1910, 37.0; 1920, 38.1;

.
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Flease Note :
NEWARK, N. J.—Philip Blacher, who

practiges law in New Brunswick, is a

member of the faculty of the Henty

George School of Social Science in New -

Jersey. ¥or the past two terms, he has
held the record for the largest number
of graduasies—he awarded seventeen dip-
-tomas the first term he taught and six-
teen the second ferm.

Thig term, because of his duties as-a
member of the State Guard, he could not

undertake teaching a class, but none the -

less, he has found time to make three
specches on the Philosephy of Freedom.
He has addressed the Married Women’'s
Club of the Y. W.C.A.,, Helvetia Lodge
. No. 17 1.0.G.F,, and the Franklin Town-
ghip Democratic Club. Mr. Blacher ad-
viges thai this iz preliminary work to-
ward building wp enrollments for the
next class he will teach,

Food For Thought.
 NEWARK, N. J.—A member of the
faculty of the Henry George School of

Social Sclence in New Jersey, Lloyd M. -

Haas not only conducts a "Progress and
Poverty' class in hig own home in Cran-
ford on Friday evenings, but is also plan-
ning to teach a class for his fellow work-
ers. This c¢lazs will be conducted at
Iunch hour, and will meet for half an
hour three times each weszk. .

| Mr. Hass believes atiendence at this
elass will be mors regular than at his
evening class where overtime work and
other aetivitles asscciated with the de-
fense program tend to inferfere. .

New Jersey Oommencement

Pians

NEWARR, N, J—William I. Hall, Sec-
retary of the New Jersey extension of
ths Henry George School, announces that
plang for a commencemsent dinner for the
spring term graduates are being made.
The - exercises will be held at the Hamil-
ton Restaurant, 760 Broad Street, New-
ark, om Friday, May 15th at 7:00 P.M.

Frem Newark to Bed Bank

NEWARK, M. F—William Hansen, for-
merly of the facuity of the Henry George
Bchool of Social Science in New Jersey,
writes from Fort Monmouth (where he is
serving in thes army) ithat he has con-
tacted  an official of the VU.8.0. for the
purpose of making arrangements to give
a talk on Henry George to camp mem-
berg,

Fdited by LAUBA BREST

Chodorov Lectures
in New Jersey

NEWARK, N. J.-"We Wil Win the
War—Will We Win the Peace?” wag the
title of lectures delivered by Framnk Chod-
orov at the Orange, Elizabeth, and Sum-
mit T M.C.A.'s on April 6th, 7th, and
8th. The lectures, which were advertised
to non-Georgists, were an attempt to gain,
the Interest of people by annuuncing a
single lecture rather than a ten week
course. .In each of his talks, Mr. Chodo-
rov stressed the nesd for education and
Invited his audiences te znroll immediate-
ly for a study of George’s economics.

Ag a result of the experience gained
from these talks, it iz possible that the
New Jersey extension of the Henry
George School will rely more on speech-
making than direct mail advertising ‘when
time comes for anncuncing its fall classes,

Meeting in Montreal

MONTREAL, Can—The¢ monthly din-
ner meeting of students and instructors
of the Heénry George School of Social

‘Science in Montreal was held March 20

at the ¥T.W.C.A,

John Anderson, president of the Mon—
treal  extension, staried proceedings by
awarding prizes to three members of the
School for bringing in t{he largest num-
ber of new studenis. Herbert T. Owens,
the guest gpeaker, addressad the group
on the land policies of Canada, Mr,
Owens showed how land grants made
generations agoc projected their effects
into the Canada of today, and furnished
indigputable statistics showing the huge
areas of vacant lots in lsading Canadian
cities. - He indicate@ how overexpendi-
turea for development of highways and

‘railways throughout history and conse-

quent accumulaticn of public debt were
all because of a defective land policy.

Mrs, Russell, 2 member of the faculty
of the Henry George School in Montreal,
made an extremely =ffoctive chairman.

Friends of Anna George deMille will
be pleased to know that she is rapid-
ly recovering from her recent illness,
which  has kept her indisposed for.
.the past few weeks. Her friends at.
the school hope to see her around
very soon. ’
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Speakers Burean Reports |

NEW YORE, N. Y.—Dorothy Sara, Sse-
retary of the Speakers” Bureau at the
Henry George School in New York, re-
ports that among the interesting tsiks
given last monthys by members of the
faculty of the Headquarters School were
the following: .

April 23—Jacob Schwartzman at {he

F¥oung People’s League, Mosholu Jewish
Center, Bronx, 'The subject—Tg Rc11~

,gmus Freedom Doomed?”

Apnl 25—R, T. Manfnm spoke on '‘In.
terna.twm,l Trade Relations™ at the Men's

Club, Bethlehem Evangehcai Cherch in
Brooklyn, .

On Moy 4, Migs Sara announces, He
A, Lowenberg will speak at the Scars-
dale Youny Women's hopublican Club,
Searsdale, New York, Mr. Lowenbers's
topic will be “The Republican Pariy’'s

"Place in the Changing War Time Toons

oiny."

Aetivity Forum

NEW YORK, N. Y.—If you were not
at the Activity Forum on 'Tuesday, April
21, you missed a most instructive maet-
ing. Many Iinteresting points were Qis-
cuggsed and new projecls were suggesiad
by Gloria Bleich, Bill Leon, Mr. Gresn-
wald and others. Mr. de Angelus pred
sented recordings of . the Tecenmt - W.iZ
broadcast featuring Mrs., Sexton, Lan~
caster Gresne, Mr, Saponero and m T
bert von Henningsen. =

Donr’t miss the next meetmg, the dnte
of whlch will he announced later. :

Chicago Commencement

CHICAGO, Il—On Wednesday, Aprit
22, the annual banguet of the Chicago
Extension of the Henry George Schoal of
Social Science was beld in the Florentine
Room at the Congress Hotel in Chicagos

‘Hon., Francis Neilson very capably fitled
the role of toastmaster, and . the gpeakar
of the evening was Hon, Iferbert 8. Bir
gelow, of Cincinnati. =

¥




In the March 1942 Freeman, Mr. Steele,
the new editor, starts going te town on
Mrs Rooszevelt and the labor unlons on
page 38, On page 168 ha again goas affer
the wmions and alse the Bolivisns whom
he ealls a backward people. I wonder
how many Bolivians he Enows. The Bo-
iivinng I have known have been as in-
eiligent, edueated and prograssive . as
any peoples 1 have ever met, Unlike
Hifler and Mr. Stesle, I have never been
shle to characterize o whole people as
being backward or aryan or anything
sime,  “Gracle Allen would hetter look to
her lamrels,” writes Mr. Steecle, And ac-
cording to his articles, Pegler hed hetter
look to his.

My. Steele is much more snthusiastic
ahbaut the war than his predecessors. The
“new" editorial policy of the Freeman is
nt opes evident. Mentioning the Four
Fresioms, Mr. Slecls says, *the war in
which we are engaged 13 being fought.
i preserve fhose freedoms—and they are
worth fighting for.” 7

“Fuyreay!” I thought, “this new aditor
3 all right. Here is a good Georgisk”
1 was Gumfounded, however, to ‘see in
the mnexi paragraph that Steele, like the
Marxists, believes that if you can only
get pecple rich encugh, Freedom will
come attomaticuily. ‘“The right to work,"”
he says, like a true materialist, iy in-
rinitely more - precious than the Four
sreedomsa.’” What suckers Roger Mor-
gan and Ted Van Tagsel were, then, for
giving up their good jobs and going out
to fight for such a thing as “Four Free-
doms.”’

Ldke the Free Traders of the National .

Association of Manufactures, Mr. Steele
ig. particularly jnterested that *. . . no
labor union is going to tell the worker
what to do or stand between him and a
" job.” This couldw't happen, Mr. Steele
gays, “. ... when that happy conditlon
comes about . . . when land is made of
egual access to all .o, .7 Here Mr, Stesle
tips his economic ignorance in thinking
that in a free society men will ot be
allowed to form labor unions or ¢orpora~
tions or cooperatives, How free associa-
tions of men can be prevented in a free
economy, I don't know, but presumably
the editors of the Freeman do.

Mr. Steele’s first three editorials show
ttat 2 hatred of unions i3 the ecriterion
uf his philogophy of - freedom. . “The
‘Right to Work’ of course, i3 written in
the third person. *“‘Some say,” he writes.
He could very well have attacked the
privileged monopolies in leading wup to
Wiz \asi paragraph—a plea for free land.

But, in his first three editorials he takes
his place beside Pegler and Girdler and
the N.A.M., and attacks organized labor
-.thig in the name of Henry George. As
far as I know, George was opposed by
the isolationist parts of the Republican
Party and the reactionsry elements in
the Catholie Church in New York. They
chealed him out of
smashed his reform, They destroyed the
influehice of his book Progress and Pov-
erty and placed emphasis on the lmpe-
rialist text book, The Influence of Sea
Power on World History, by Admiral
Mahan, The imperialismo we learned from
Mahan and the materialism: we learned
from- Marx have been the twin blights
that have ravaged our Western civiliza-
tion and brought us to our present criti-
cal position. The Falangist Cleries in
the Catholic Church and the greedy land
owners represented by the isolationist
and protectionist parts of the Repwblican
Party have been the leaders in the de-
struction of demccracy in Spain or Ja-
pan, in Germany or Italy. They have
all but succeeded in destroying the strug-
gle for freedom as they did succeed in
destroying Henry George’s struggle. Who
has now oriente the Georgism of the
Freeman Lo répeat, parrot-lile, attacks on
constitutional ~ democracy with its con-
comiiant . organized labor? How do we
happen, In the Freeman, to be lined up
with Merle Thorpe and Nation's Busi-
ness? Who conditions and directs the
policies of the Freeman to the exact pol=
jcies of our monepolists and falangists
who started thig mess? How leng sinca
have Free Traders becoms isclationists?
How long since have Abelitionists been
deaf to the pleas of Men in their pregent
Axis slavery? What kind of Georgism
is it, on page 103 of the March Freeman
that is hysterical because “. . . DOWSTy
ful labor unions, emboldened by pam-

pering at the hands of the Adminisirg-

tion, are demanding higher and even
higher wages in the price-ceiling indus-
tries—and getting them.”

Does Steele know the kimd of pampar-
ing that labor men have received at the
hands of the Fords, the Weirs and such
organizations as the California Farmers
Association? Hag bhe ever read any re-
ports by the Tolan Commities, or 13 he
guided only by DPiles?

Steela ridictles the ‘“‘organized ik
drivers” as being “already on rellel.”
Why doesn’t he write about the milk
companies’ organized stockholders who
are also on °'relief.” The communists,
to their credit, hava exposed and blasted

his  election, they -

these milk monopolies and their unearned
incomes. The Nation, the New Republic,
the Newspaper P.M. and others, have
again and again excoriated these milk
monopolies. Why aren’t we, with our
remedy, algo doing this? ‘What do Stecle
and the Freeman expect; to-help the
N.AM. smash the New Deal! and the la-
por unicns, and then have the N.AML,
out of gratitude, accept our reform? 1Is
this all the ‘toiling and suffering and if
need be dying’ we have to do to achieve
a just society?

Just how economically sound i3 Stecle’'s
attack on organized labor? Let ug sup-
pose that there are 100,000 men working
for the aluminum monopoly. Their wages,
determined by eompetition, average, lat
us say, 26 per week. Ths price of alumi-
pum i3 determined by monopoly. The
gap between prices and cost iz the un-
earned ineome or rent that the loafing
siockholders get. Suppose that the men
prganize 2 union and the union raises
wages to $30 a week. Does the price of
aluminum go up? No, It alrgady was
s monopoly price. -Does an *American
worker' now have to go to a ‘racketeer
union boss’ to get a job? Yes. Bui, he
gets about $250 a year more on the job.
He may pay up to 350 per year io the
union for this increase In waged. Do
the ‘labor racketeers’ live in fine homied,
drive big cars and take expensive va-
cationa? Yes, - So do the ‘stockhoider
racketeers.’ Outside of the Increase in
pay, does it make any difference to the
‘American worker whether he gets his
100,000 jobs -directly from the aluminum
company or indirectly through the aluri-
inum wunion? No. ‘There i3 mo differ-
ence. ‘The number of jobs 13 determined,
not by the union, but by the company.
All that the union can do, in the case of
the aluminum monopoly is to divert soms
of the rent fund now going ornly to ths
stockholders to the organized union. kS
question the sincerity or the Liberzaligra
of apy Georgist who in his first thres
editorials attacks the unions consiatently
or attacks Mrs. Roosevell who has backed
the wuions and has refused to ¢ross the
picket lines; due to her so called ‘igno-
rance’ as Steele thinks. : :

Ara labor unions commumists or fas-
ctat?  Stesle may think so, but neither
communists or fascists do. The commu-

nists or faseists in Italy or Germany oT
Austrla collaborated together to smash
the labor umions. The communists and, -
the fascisty, previous to June 2%, had
algo, in this country, ecollaborated in at-
tacking the interventionist New Deal in
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its attempt to free Hurope from its Hit-
ler ‘dominajon and re-establish those
broken trade untons, .

Can trade unions get so big that they
will take over our government? In Tialy

certain trade wunions iried to take over,:
not the government, but single business .

corporations, and they falled miserably

in running those companies. The atrong- .

est trade unions in this country and in
Engiand have been just as jealous of
the prosperity of gsingle Dbusinesses &8
were the stockholders of those corpora-
tions. In faci, their concern for the cor-
porations for which they were working
was much more intelligent and construce
tive than that of the stockholders.

The total membership of the trade
unions of the country can, of course, take
over the government at any time they
wish, since by their woles, in a democ-
Yacy, they are the government. Why
should we begrudge them or secemingly
tend to cbstruct them, in waking up to
the. realization that they are the govern-
ment, that their wages come ouf of pro-
duction, that this production is restricted
and hat if they wish their wages to go
up they must remove these restrictions.
Our job is to teach these men, who have
the votes, George's reform. We are not
to aniagonize them,

After all, Pegler and Howard and Gir-
dler have a lot to lose if the members
of the labor unions ‘take over our gov-
ernment.” I can understang the economic
and ideological reason for their attacks
on the unions, What have the Freeman
and Mr, Steele to gain by smashing the
labor unions? The queckest way to get
fascism in thig couniry, as it was in Ger-
many, Austria and Italy, is to smagh or-
ganized labor, drive the labor leaders out
of owr Temple in Washington and leave
the Temple in the hands of the money
changers—the dollar & year men. * * *

Beth Anna George DeMille and Regi-
naid Zalles, as weil as others, have urged

_ me not to be too severe and perhaps de-

e

R

New Jersey Faculty Meeté

NEWARE, N, J.—The faculty of the
Henry George School of Social Seience in
" New Jersey held their regular monthly
meeting on Thursday, March 26 at 3:00
P.M. at 17 Academy Street, in Newark.

These meetings of the faculty provide
an excellent opportunity for the instruec-
tora to exchange views on teaching meth-
ods and to engage in discussion of va-
ricus aspects of George’s economics and
philogophy. The subject discussed in
March was .“The Nature and Causes of
- Interest” as presented In & paper by
Paul Peach, a member of the faculty of
the Henry (George School in New York.

Francis I, duPont's paper on “‘Artifi-
c¢lal Scarcity of Land” which is being
circulated by the Benjamin Franklin Re-
msearch Socisty of New Orleans, will be
the topic for discussion at the next meet-
ing, tc be held the latter part of April.

AELE IS L E M ELA S L ELEL G B R O GO R N e R S L R S L G LD,

structive in my criticiam of the Free-
man. I promised them that I would do
this while waiting for certain forthcom-
ing reforms. These reforms have mnot
come. I therefore again urge that * * *
the Freeman at once be discontinued and

. all endowment funds now supporting ths
~Freeman be allocated to Land and Free-

dom so that Land and Freeom can be-
come a monthly magazine and with this
added support take its place in the li-
braries and news stands of the country,
pregenting George’'s reform as part of
the Liberal movement—the Abolition
movement—the Free Trade movement—
the Btruggle for Freedom.

Very truly yours,
March 16, 1942 Aram Bashian
* ] #*

Three and a half pages—2,000 words—
of Mr. Bashian's isiter have been omit-
ted since they dAesal with issuea of The

Freeman- prior to March, 1843, when the -

editorship was not the responsipility of
the Incumbent. In the course of these
pages, Mr, Bashizn says: ‘. . . this pa-
per is, precisely, a rebuttal of Mr, Sieele’s
editorizly in the March Freeman.'” The
above represents Mr. Bashian's comments

upon Mr, Stecle’s editorials in their en-

tirety, save for & single phraze that vin-
lates Fréeman editorial policy and does
not contribute to Mr. Bashian’-.s argument_.

Mr. Bashian is entirely right when he '

pays, *“'Our job is to teach these men
(labor unlon members) . . . George's re-
He has heen invited to help do
so—through the columns of The Free-
man,

form.”

C 0. 8
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Classies Club

NEW YORK, N. ¥.—The Doubleday
Doran annex of Lord and Taylor's de-
partment store in New York City was
devoted to a display of ‘‘Progress and
Poverty” ‘during the week of April 19,
Featured in this display was the fact
that the Selection Committee of the Clas-
sics Club chose Henry George’s famousg
book for distribution to ity membera, The
Committee, consisting of William Lyon
Phelps, Pearl Buck, John Eieran, and
Willem Van Loon, made this choice he-
eause . . . it is undoubtedly ons of the
foremost works of its kind; because 1L Is
so readable; and because, today, the sah-

jects it discusses are topics on everyons's

lips. . .

Each copy of '‘Progress and Poverty”™
distributed by the ciub was accompanisd
with the first lesson sheet of the corre-

- spondence courge in Fundamental Heo-

nomies, and prominent in the window dis-
play at Lord and Taylor's was a sizn
‘jnviting the passerby to enroll for the
free course given at the Fenry George
School in New York.

A reproduction of thiz display will ap-
pear in the window of the Pennsylvania
Drug Company at 23rd Street and Fourth
Avenue, in New York.

New Heonomics Book

NEW YORK, N, Y—Gosta ILarson's
new book “Revolt in Arcadia’” will be
reviewed in the June issue of The Free-
man. At present, however, the Tianry
George School of Social Sclence in New
York hag aviilable a limited edition at
§2.00 per copy. You can now teach the
Philosophy of Freedom to your teen-age,

- or younger friends.

Mr, Larsen, already a renowned au-
thor, siwdied economics at the Henry
George School last year. His “profes-
gor” C. O. Steele is, and justifiedly, very

“proud of_ his distinguished student.
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Béloﬁred of Man: What better heritage for those you mother
than a so‘_cial brder Wb‘eté justice, equity and frgedom is the lbt of
the least of your children.

Yet such can never be unless you wheo learn, so that you majr '
teach, first lear"_n{ W-bzit is fundamental to that good social order you

would leave to posterity—your posterity.
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CQraduates in the New York vicinity please iell
your friends about the new course beginning on
May 11lth at 30 East 29th Street.

‘Tho.ée outside will, of course, remind their friends
of the free Correspondence Course. If you wish to

use circulars write to the New York School.
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