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Why We Waste OQur Time

P OLITICAL: economy ouzht not to be u sub-
ject for study. Its ob }ectwe is to ascertain
how men in an exchange economy make a liv-
ing, and why they don't succeed. The fatuity
of delving into this matter lies in the fact that
making a living should be, like living itself, the
simple concern of each individual.

Having chosen a particular mode of making
his hvmg, every man should perfect his knowl-
edge of that particular technique; and in pro-
portion to his mastery of it he should eénjoy both
the material advantages which his specialty
brings in the market and the pleasure derived
from doing anything well.

. Thus we should learn how to make a living as
grocers or doctors or farmers or mechanics. But,
to spend as much effort as we do in trying to
find out how man, as distinguished from the

beast, makes a hvmg, or rather fails to do so,

seems to be sheer mental waste. Why should
there be any problem of making a living?

* ® 0%

As a matter of fact people concern themselves
very little with political economy until the mak-
ing of a living becomes a widespread problem.
And since the making of some sort of living is
usually possible, or has been until recent years,
the.study of this subject is neglected, as it should
ordinarily be. It is a bore. Why waste time
with such recondite matters as the law of rent,
or the meaning of wealth, or diminishing returns,
when there is a concert to hear, a baseball game
to see?

Reading a good book before an open fire, fish-
ing, courting, arguing over some very intricate
and utterly useless point in metaphysics—of c;uch
are the primary components of living. -

% * ®

Quite secondary is one’s productive occupa-
tion. Qur work is obviously an unwanted means
to'dn end. Political economy rears its ugly head
only when work, the means, becomes life, the
end. Then we want to know the cause for the
reversal of the ordinary, sensible process. We
marvel that mere. empioyment becomes the goal
of living.

¥ven then it is doubtful whether the study of
political economy would concern us much if the

problein of making  living did not involve other
problemns affecting our social life. Crime, pros-
titution, huhger, strikes, occupational disease,
bankruptcies, wars—all these things are unpleas-
ant, interfere with living as it shouild be. -

We label these things “social problems,” and
somehow we feel that they spring from poverty
~-the inability of men to mike a living. And
we dig into the study of political economy with
the hope of finding there the cause for poverty,
in order that we might remove the unpleasant
cancer from our midst, and then go on living.

* *® E3

This we could very easily do if we kept in
mind what making a living is. It is merely the
making and exchanging of things people want.
This we do naturally, by applying our minds and
bodies to the modifying and moving of natural
products so as to fit them for human consump-
tionn. The whole trouble is that by some hocus-
pocus we prevent men from doing just that. The
hocus-pocus is our legal fiction of a title deed to
land, by virtue of which a few people lock out
the rest of us from the only place where produc-
tion can start, or take away from us so much of
what we produce for mere permission to work
that we haven't sufficient left to get along on.
So, the thing to do, it seems so clear, is to de-
stroy the fiction of a title deed to the earth.

% ® *

The reason we don’t do exactly that is that
our simple job has been cobfuscated by the law-
yers and the learned men who have found their
living dependent upon the maintenance of the
fiction. Perhaps not consciously or with mal-
ice, but through custom and that mental quirk

called rationalization. As a result the snnple
facts and rules of political economy are lost in
a mess of obscurantism. :

Books are written. Courses are given. ' Sta-
tistics are laboriously compiled. Theories are
piled upon theories, and' nobody--particularly
the professors—knows what it's all about.

& * :'5

Students of pohtlcal economy, if you would
abolish this boring and wunnecessary sub_]ect
sbolish the flCthIl which prevents men from
making a living, so that we ean all go about the
plessant business of living!
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-~ Line-Up For Land

THE OMINQUS SPRING before us becomes in-
telligible in terms of natural resources. The
line-up of European powers for the death struggle
will be deterrnined primarily by land-hunger and
the probability of satisfying it at the expense of a
neichbor. ~The map’s the thing,
iand-bunger has ever been the initiatory impulse
to war. It is not the land-hunger of the landless
that drives them to organized murdet, but that of
their exploiters, s
tion seek to satisfy their insatiable gluttony beyond
the national borders, at the expense of new victims,
This war is different from most others only in
ibat a mew class of tent collectors has appeared.
Previous to the nineteenth century this fraternity
admitted to its membership only the self-anointed
“arisiocracy.”  In-the last hundred years some of
the bourgeoisie have been permitted to share in the
spoils, partly because their enterprise always in-
creases the rent fund, partly because they serve as
rent collectors for the daintier swash-bucklers.
The newest class of rent collectors are the bureau~
crats.  The Junkers of Germany still share in the

land grabs of the Nazis, as in Austria, Czecho-5lo-

vakia and Poland. But, to a large extent the loot
goes to “public officials,” The Czarist regime of
Russia was no mote land-hungry than are its com-
missars; strangely enough, their foreign policy
{which is a cuphemism for the exploitation of
foreign peoples) coincides with the foreign policy of

o
Russia for centuries—IPPoland, Finland, European r il

Turkey, Mongolia, the warm water seaports of
Scandinavia. So, we see that.strong centralized
eovernments, under whatever ideclogical names they
travel, have but one purpose: grab land to collect
rent for the benefit of privileged groups.

England and France have apparently no desire to
increase their land holdings. Their purpose at
present seems merely to hold on to what they have.
If they succeed in vanquishing Germany, they will
grab as they always do, but this time possibly will
acquire only ‘‘spheres of influence.”

Now for the line-up:

ftaly’s price for participation seems to be freedom
to exploit the Balkans. Who will pay? Germany
and Russia need the Rumanian oil fields so badly
that a deal for a Balkan “sphere’” might be made
with Mussolini, On the other hand, England and
France have been known to make promiises. Ruma-
nia may be protected by Greece  and Yugoslavia

The rent collectors within the na-

from Bulgarian and Hungarian landlords who joined
the “wrong’ side in 1914. '

Turkey, with the ald of England, may create a
“diversion’” for the Red commissars by grabbing
their manganese deposits and oil fields in the Cau-
casus; on the other hand, Russia has long had an
eye on British oil fields in Iran and Irag.

Japan, besides encroaching wpon China, has 2
longing for the rich holdings of the Dutch in the
¥ast, and if Germany invades the Low Countries and
seems to have a chance of bringing Britain to terms,
the flag of the Rising Sun may fly over the Dutch
Fast Indies. The Japanese may be forced into this
undertaking by their inability to do business with
moralistic Uncle Sam., In that case, will the Amer-
ican fleet go into Asiatic waters to protect some-
thing or other? -

As we study the map we see where land-hunger
is driving ‘the ruling classes of the various nations.
During the Spring the relative strength of the spar-
ring predators will determine the lineup.

And the workers who pay the rent will fight and
suffer and die. If rent were sociglized—if private
appropriation of rent were abolished—who would
war for what? -

A MODEST PROPOSAL
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M. Roosevelt’s National Income

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT, assuring us that the
country is not “‘going bust,” points to an in-

crease in “‘national income” from over forty bil-

lion dolars in 1932 to sixty-eight and a half bil-
lion in 1939 as proof of his statement.

It is assumed, in his statement and by otheis
who have uséd this phrase, that “‘national incorme’
bears some relation to our national economy. Bat,
m view of the recognized facts that ten million ot
more of our people cannot find jobs, that public
relief must be maintained on a national scale and
that capital in very large amounts is unempioyed,
.there seems to be very little relation, if any, be-
tween “‘national income’’ and national economy,

Perhaps the answers to a few questions raised by
the President’s statement may disclose the cause for
this discrepancy.

In computing “‘national income” do the account-

ants deduct the national tax burden? If not, are
incomes derived from taxes added to incomes de-
rived from production?

For instance, is the income enjoyed by public
officials—the 800,000 on the federal pay roil plus
the largei number on State and local pay rolls——
added to the gross income of the workers whose
production is taxed to pay these incomes?

Are payments made to those on relief; to C. C. C.
youths, to make-work enrollees, included in ‘‘na-
tional incorme’ ?

That such is the practice seems to be revealed in
the President’s explanation of the economic “‘re-
cession” in the latter part of 1937: he attributed
this to -the reduction in the government's spending

a few months before.. Also, in his figutes he adds

to “cash farm income from sale of products” an
item called “'from benefit paymesnts.” Obviously,
then, he includés in “national income’
comes derived from tax levies and the incomes de-
rived from production.
. If.A earns $15 at his productive work, from
_which he pays ttibute of $3 to B, and $3 taxes
“to C, is the “national income” $21? Production has
not gone up. - ‘Fhe production of one worker has
been. divided with two non-workers. A is poorer
by wvirtue of the division.

Another question. Dividends, the figures reveal,

have gone up. INow, dividends on the stock of the
U. S. Steel, the A. T, % T., and similar monopolis-
tic enterprises are partially payments on land mon-
opoly, The monopoly rent item in these dividends
adds to the income of ‘the security holder, but re-
duces the purchasing power of the incomes of those

the in- -

who pay the rent. In computing “‘national in-
come” ig there any distinction made between divi-

“dends resulting from the wse of capital—which

would be “interest’—and dividends which result
merely from privilege?

Racketeers, since Al Capone went to jail, now
fill in income tax reports. Are their incomes—
which are out-and-out robbery—included in “na-
tional income’''?

The answers to these guestions might reveal the
discrepancy between ‘‘national income’ figures and
unemployment facts,

Ore statistic published by the President is quite
revealing, The one item that had gone down since
1932 was “interest received by individuals.” e
explained that this was due to two facts: interest '
rates had gone down, and so had the debt burden
of the country.

When the demand for production goes down,
the demand for capital goes down. Slackening in
the demand for capital means lower interest rates.
So, Mr. Roosevelt’s figures on reduced interest pay-
ments mean only one thing: production has gone

“down.

And the national économy»—»-wh='1ch means em-
ployment, eating regularly, riding in automobiles,
paying the dentist, enjoying life—will never go up

until production goes up. Everything that the New

Deal has done has retarded production; nothing
that the G. O. P. candidates have promised will re-
sult differently. '
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Catching the A"rtful Dodger

The art of iaxation {decording to Jean Bipr
tiste Colbert, seventeenih century French Minister
of Finance) consists in so plucking the goose as lo
obtain the largest amount of feathers with the least
amount of hissing. .

& 6x @l

AT S )

“The vnsocial natare of this art was high-lighted
in the House of Representatives last month. Elmer
Irey and his 228 sleuths of the Bureau of Internal
Revenue of the United States Treasury were eulog-
ized in a report of their twenty years' tracking down
of income tax dodgers. They uncovered evidence
leading to nearly one thousand convictions for eva-
sions, resulting in the recovery of a half-billion dol-
lars for the sovernment, indirectly sent Al Capoge
to jail, Bruno Hauptmann to the electric chair, etc.,
ete.

DPikers! Bvery adult in the country is a tax evader.
That the opposition to being plucked is so general
is evidenced by the army of tax collectors and de-
tectives that every tax law brings into being. Mo
tax law is self-enforcing.

The most notorious organization for spying on.

the public s the United States Customs Drepart-
ment. Its tentacles reach out into every capital of
every countfy where American citizens might start
their nefarious schemes for bringing good things
into the country. It eémploys a veritable navy o
blockade our shores against these good things. The
custom house officials who undecorously pry inio
one’s intimare dirty linens, break into luggage and
do not hesitate to force suspected women smug-
glers to disrobe, infest.every port of entry that flies
0ld Glory. 'The personnel of this army—not for-
getting the judiciary and the attendant legal leeches
—runs into the thousands, What for! Metely to
collect from citizens what they do not wish, and
ought not to be required, to pay.

That's a mete sample. Every tax law passed by
every city and every State gives birth to uniformed
and plain clothes hawkshaws whose business it is

101

to browhbeat the public. . We are a beleiguered peo-
ple. '

It should be obvious that nobody wants to. pay
taxes. There is no difficulty in getting people to
pay for their shirts and steaks. Why so much re-
sistance to paying for the public services for which
taxes are supposed to be paid? We all want sewers
and schools and fire departments, and a great many
of us want even Congressmen. [t we want things
we naturally desire to pay for them.

The resistance to taxes is due to an inherent un-
derstanding that taxes do not measure the amount
of services received. We suspect that we are being
robbed. Even if we never heard of that natural
measure of the value of public services—rent—we
have a feeling that taxes are unjust and unnecessary.
That is why we are all tax dodgers.

On the last day for filing income tax reporis &
citizen rushed into a notary public’s office and blur-
ted out: I want to swear ro a pack of les”” Said
the notary: ‘“You are the first honest man to come
in here to-day.””

Jean Valjean in Milwaukee

JOHN M. CULVER, of Miiwankee, father of
three, explained to Circuit Court Judge Emory
Crosby:

“We have been on relief for three years. Every
time we sat down to a meal the children would cry
because there wasn’t enough to eat. I couldn’t stand
it., Every penny [ made at odd jobs and every penny
I stole I used to buy. vegetables for the children.”

" He stole—so that his children could cat. What
decent father wouldn't? But society ‘which makes
laws that prevent fathers from working for their
children also makes laws that punish fathers who
steal for their children. So, Judge Croshy, whose
business it is: to enforce laws, sent Mr. Culver to
State prison where for three years he will eat regu-
larly at the State’s expense. Undoubtedly now the
State will aiso provide for the three children by
taxing the production of other {fathers.

Edna Culver, the wife, sobbed as her husband
was led away: “T'm going to have another baby——
whar will it do for a fatheri” '

. Milwaukee is in the United States of America.
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Mesabi - A Rent Lode

WHEN YOU DRIVE SOUTH into Hibbing, Min-

nesota, you see in the distance what appears to
be a Jake but turns out to be a hole in the ground,
a couple of miles Jong, about a mile wide, and some
seventy-five feet deep. A narrow gange raiiroad
running around the outer rim of this vast chasm
brings to the surface loads of rich iron ore.

The famous Mesabi iron ore range, which con-
sists (as far as it has been exploited) of several such
open pits, came into public notice again last month
when the Oliver Iron Mining Company, a subsi-

diary of the United States Steel Corporation, offered
its products for public sale. Only on rare occasions,
and then only as an accommodation, has the Oliver
Company ever sold ore to other than jts parent
company. ‘The notice in an iron ore trade papet
that Mesabi ores were on sale seemed to indicate a
radical change of policy. TFor fifteen vears, during
prosperity and: depression, the price of iron ore
ranged- from $4.25 to $4.95 per ton; the opening
of a market broke the price to §3.75.

We do not know whether Big Steel's unpegging
of the iron ore price was due to economic or politi-
cal considerations. Recently the Temporary National

.Ecenomic C ommittee guestioned the president and

a “'statistician” of U. S. Steel regarding its prices.
The Freeman last month printed an open letter by
Professor Harry Gunnison Brown to Senator O’ Ma-
honey, Chaitman of the Committee, pointing out
that the basis of some industrial monopolies is the
ownership of natural resources. We know of sim-
ilar attempts by Georgists and others to make this
clear. : ‘That such efforts bave had any effect on the
so-called Mopopoly Committee, or that its recent
hearings resulted in the break of iron ore and steel
prices, ‘it would be folly to assert. But, it is just as
far-fetched o explain the price break as purely acci-
dental. Maybe the stee] monopolists suddenly be-
came business men,’ realized that their exorbitant

John . Rockefeller in the early 90°s lent $420,-
000 to two Merritt brothers for the exploitation of
Mesabi; the Merritts built-up a $29,400,000 cor-

.poration, owverextended themselves, John 1. called

in his loan during the panic of 1893. A neat “‘prof-
1t” of twenty-nine million mainly in prwﬂege,
accrued to him.

Henry W. Oliver and Henry C. Frick, Andrew
Carnegie’s partner, were also interested in Mesabi.
In 1896 they leased Rockefeller’'s vast mines for a
rovalty of 25 cents a ton, which was the value of the
privilege Rockefeller took over from the Merritts.
The joining of the holdings of Oliver, Frick and
Rockefeller (and the agreement with Rockefeller to
ship 1,200,000 tons per year over his railroad and
steamship lines) threw othet mine owners into a
panic. Fearing a squeeze, they dumped their mines
on the market. When the U. S. Stee! was organ-
ized Rockefeller’s interest in Mesabi was bought out
for $79,000,000. This payment represented pay-
ment for privelege pure and simple; the price of
every ton of iron ore includes a charge on this in-
vestment, and this charge is monopoly rent.

Control of the Mesabi iron ore range is reported
to give U. 8, Steel“control of 40% of the national
ore output. With control of the railroads from the
pits to the Great Lakes, the vast loading and ship-
ping facilities, this ownership is the sonrce of U. S,
Steel’s strangle-hold on the business, its ability to
deteroyine steel prices.

In the Breen Hotel in Hibbing one mght we
asked an Oliver accountant how much iron ore
land the company owaed. = As far as the geologists
had explored, the ordinary needs of the nation for
four centuries were accounted for; but they had
not covered the entire range (almost to the Canad-

dan border), and there are underground deposits.”

too expensive to mine while surface iron is still-
available.  Only a small portion of the Mesabi
range is exploited, and many pits and mines, used
when the demand for ore was great enough to meet
the pegged prlce, have been shut down for vears.

If you own any U. S. Steel stock remember that
yvour dividends r'epresent largely exaction of mens

~opoly rent: but that is one reason why your auto-

mobﬂe costs you more than it should. One pocket
s fitled by pﬂFermg another,




the Freeman, March, 1840

Planned Parenthood

Recently some learned men and women (the Birth
Control Federation of America) hailed the establish-
ment in New York of a tax-supported clinic for

“planned parenthood” as @ step toward vace-butld-
ing; also as @ means of bettering our ¢corromic order.
—In Germany the fructifying of the race 15 advo-
cated for the same reasons, police chief Himmler as-
suring unwed mothers that they and their offspring
will be taken care of by the National Socialist
Party if the fathers fall in battle—Thus, whether
in the name of democracy or rotalitarianism, the es-
sentially individualistic emotion of love, in line with

. the general trend, is being absorbed into the orbit of
state supervision. Venus is dethroned by a new my-
thological chatacter from Hades—the Planner.

- Never love unless you can -
Love according to 2 Plan.
Cupid must adjusted be
To a Commissar’s decree,

Who from sacred ivory tower
Shall proclaim the day and hour
Of thy scientific tryst,
Eugenically and unkissed.

Springtime’s Ture, bewitching moon,
Babbling brook, beguiling tune
Never must obscure the case:
Love's a problem of the race.
Organized econcmy,

Through some spinster Ph. D.,
Shall with nicety ordain

When thy heart may be profane.

Mount Olympus is no more
Seat of all romantic lore;
Parliamentary pedants now
“Tell the lovers when and how;
And, lest swains and maids be lax,
Pounce upon them with a tax.

~ ~--Still, the gods within us sing:
“Love is not a public thing.”

163

Inter-state Tariff Constitutionalized

THOSE WHO EMOTIONAILIZE themselves into -

believing that a political union of nations is a
necessary condition for ‘international free trade
should consider not only the tendency toward trade
barriers between the States of our own federal Union,
but also the recent decision of the United States Su-
preme Court that one of these barriers to trade be-
rween the States is not in contravention of the Con~
stitution. This decision is another step in the de-

struction of the free trade between the States, which
was an original condition of the political Union.

The case involved the municipal tax on goods
sold by out of town cormpanies to consumers in
New York City, where a sales levy is imposed on
local purchasers. By a 5 to 3 decision the court up-
held New York City's right to tax merchandise from
outside sources. '

Chief Justice Hughes did wiite a dissenting opin-
ion in which he held that the constitutional aim
is to “‘prevent the re-erection of State barriers to the
free intercourse between the peoples of the States,”
But the majority opinion held that a tax for rev-
enue (which has always been the precursor and ex-
cuse for protective tariffs) d1d not impait Congress’s
constitutional powers. ,

FTwenty-three States, New York City and New
Orleans have sales taxes. The Supreme Court de-
cision will be of interest to their politicians, who
thrive on the power to impose and collect taxes.:
In fact, it was the politicians of New York who
brought the matter to the court, because citizens of
New Yotk were evading the sales tax by making
purchases in neighboring States, The case should
have been entitled “‘New York Corporation Counsel
versus People of the City of New York.”
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The Source of “Big” Pmﬁts

The statement is often made by
students of Henry George that our
economy is not capitalistic in es-
sence, but that its basic characteris-
tic is land Incnopoly. If this is true,
verification sheould he found in the
fipancial statements of large indus-
trial corporations,

An examination of the records (as
published Dy Moody, Poor, and
Standard Statistics) revesls that, in
many cases, rent accounts for more
" ‘than the net incomes of our indus-
trial giants, and, in ‘all instances,
contributes substantialiy to their in-
comes. It also explains a paradox,
Everyoné Knows that the enormous
corporate empire is comparatively
inflexible, unwieldy, overmanned;
that it pays higher wages for fewer
hourgs than do the small concerns,
and often operates at higher costs
per unit than its little, independent,
«ompact competifors. Yet the big
fellows keep on absorbing the little
ones.

The explanation commoenly - given
is that large aggregations of capi-
tal, by volume purchases, mass pro-
duction, patent and cartel monopoly,
are able to overcome their internsl
weaknesses, It will be seen from
the analysis herein that rent is the
primary prop of big husinesses, suf-
ficiently strong to hold them up in
spite of their deficiencies.

Ed B &

For those who have no acquain-
tance with balance sheets, 4 simpli-
fied example will help clarify the
analysis.

Suppose a corporation is organized
with a pald-in capital of $100,000, of
which $50,000 iz in preferred stock
and $50,000 in common stock. Its
balance. sheet would look like this:

Assets
Cash e e e et $100,000
t s . .
Total Asgets ool $100,000
; Liabilifies
Preferred stock comeaccwwmnooaoo $60,000
Common StOCK o e 50,004

Total Liabilities .o e $100,000

By MITCHELI 8, LURIO

The Company now proceeds to buy
a going business, It pays $25,000 for
inventory, $50,000 for real estate sub-
ject to a mortgage of $25,000, 35,000
for machinery and $1,000 for furni-
ture, fixtures and supplies. The bal-
ance sheet takes on the following
appearance:

Agsets
Cash 344,600
INVentory e 25,000
Real estate - 50,000
Hurn, fixteres ... .. 1,600
Machinery . __.________ . 5,000
Total ASSets oo $125,000
Liabilities
Mortgage .. ... 526,000
Preferred stock ____________ - £0,000
Common stoek . ____________ 50,000
Total Liabilitles __.___._________ $125,000

Although the total of assefs is now
3125,000, the Company is no richer

. than when it started, assuming that

it paid the market wrice for its pur-
chagses. Instead of expressing ils
value in ferms of total assefs, there-
fore, we consider it in terms of net
tangible worth,

Net tangible worth is .defined by
Dun and Bradstreet, Inc, as the sum
of all preferred stocks and common
stocks, surplus and undivided profits,
less any intangible items in the ag~
sets, such as goodwill, trade-marks,
patents, copyrights, leaseholds, mail-
ing lists, treasury stock, organization
expenses and underwriting discoumts
and expenses, : The © net tangible
worth of. our corporauon, in accord-
ance with thig definition, is still
$100,000.

After a year's operation, during
which the Company. earns, say, $5,-
000, after depreciation and divi-
dends and after raducing the mori-
gage by $1,000, the statement may
look like this:

Agsels
Cash - e 56,100
Accounts recefvable _ o ... 100,000
Inventory 20,000
Real estate _...._________ $50,000
depreciation ... .. 2,000
Real estate, net ... 48,000
Machinery ..o e 5,000
depreciation .o 1,000
Machinery, met oo 4,000
rurn, fixtures ..._______ 1,000
depreciation oo .caeceee 100
Furn. fixtures, nef —... 300
Total Assets e oo $179,000
‘ XAabilities
Aceount payable s $50,000
Mortgage e e 24,000
Preferred stock . ____. 50,000
Common 8t0ek oo 50,000
Surplus e 3,000
Total Liabilities - .o 179,000

The tangible net worth of the
Company is now:

Preferred stock ..._.. _ _____________ $50,000

Common stock oo _._. 50,000

Surplus 5000

Tangible Net Worth —.__.. .____ 5105000
& % %=

We can now look at some actual
figures. In the case of United States
Steel, we find in Moody’s for the
year 193%:

{In mwillions of dollars)
Preferred stock
Common  stoek
Capital surplus
Barned surplus

Tangible Net Worth _..___________ $,298

From the same source, we find, -
that U. S, Steel, on the asset side of
its statement, shows the following
items:

Property, plant and equipment ... $2,344
Less reserve for- depreciation, de-
pletion and amortization ________ 1,178

Net property, plant and equipment 31,166

This means that U. 8. Steel over
8 period of years has spent $2,344,-
060,000 for property, plant and equip-
ment, and, up to the end of 193
has writlen off on its hooks against
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“this item, the sum of $1,178,600,000, -

or ghout half the expenditure. Com-
pare these figures with its tangible
net worth of $1,298,000,000.
Practically all of the write~ off for
depreciation applies to improvements

and equipment and not fo-the land.

The term depletion is applied to the
diminution of mineral deposits, butl
depletion is small compared to the
depreciation and obsolescence of cap-
ital, It is much more likely that if
the land ig carried on the hooks ai
cost of acquisition many years ago,
its present day value is a great deal
moere than the book value.

The next question is: What per-
centage of the met figure for prop-
erty, plant and eguipment repre-
sents the land value? A rough idea
of this percentage may be gleaned

from the following assessed values

for 1939 in New Jersey cities that I
tock off while looking up some oil
properties:

Deseription of Troperiy

5 water-tront oil storage plants, totaling
30,39 acres

Department store -
3 office buildings
7 gasoline service stations

©na ol refinery e 2 2’39 537

No effort was made to select fa-
vorable examples, as the figures in-
dicate,

Aggin it must be remembered that
these are assessed values and do not
repregent actual market values.
Whether the assessed land values
bear ihe same ratie to actual land
values that assessed building values
bear %o actual -building values, 1
have no means of knowing. It is
more than likely that the element
of rapid depreciatién of buildings is
not fully allowed for in assessed
valuations, since the assessments in
these communities. are much below
the real values in the first place. Asg-
sessed values -of buildings are gen-
erally the same year aficr year de-

- spite the factor of depreciation.

When it is considered also that the
actual value of the land owned by a
corporation may e many times the
book value, the problem becomes all
the more dlfflcult

Certainly for corporations in gen-
eral a figure of 25% of the NET val-
ne of property, plant and eguipment
is @ conservallve estimate of the
land wvalQies invelveds

Land Value Bailding Value

Hence, n the daseof . 8 Steel,
which carries on its hooks a net fig-
ure for property, plant and eguip-
ment of $1,166,000,000, one-guarter
of this figurve or roughly $300,000,000
may be assumed o be the value of
the land.

The next question is: What is the
rental value of land worth $300,000,-
0007 My own estimate is that 10%
is a congervative ratic, that is, the
rental value of $300,000,000 worth
of land is at least $30,000,000 a year,

In actual leases of industrial prop-
erty made by small companies, which
haven't sufficlent eapital to buy land
outright, I have found a ratio of
rent to land value (as indicated by
option of purchase of the Jand) to
be over 20%. Since the option price
is always greater than the actual
market value at the {ime the option
iz ‘givemn, the actual ratic is still

‘greater than the apparent ratio.

. 8. Steel, therefore, by iis own-

up Land
Tobal 10 Toiak

$467,100) $341,700 44.9%

1,299,700 3,508,300 6290

8,556,200 - 11,527,500 26 %%

3,200 " 173,300 -3

14, 376 004 16,575,591 147

ership of $200,000, g0 worth of land,
pays rent to itself in the sum of $30,-
000,000 a year, using a 109 ratio.
T am. inclined fo think that the ac-
tual rental value may be many times
the figure that we have finally
reached. o

U. 8. Steel lost money in 1938, but
in the ten year period 1829 through
1988, it earned 320 million dollars
or ‘an average of ,$32,000,000 a year
—all rental value,

Despite the advantages that are
often credited to large corporations
by virtue of patents, volume pur-
chases, mass production, alleged
price-fizxing, power of large aggre-
gations of capital and tariffs, rent
in this particular instance not oniy
accounted for ail of its earnings dut
undoubtedly left a“balance to spare
which may have heen absorbed in
excessive salarles, {oo rauch man
power, red - tape, and inefficiency
aenerally.

My, Layie bai pregared studies of the
finaucinpl statemenis »f weveral ofher

jargn corpurations ithat prove the con=-
tention that fheir profids are tr.Lcea.ble 1
moenopeiy  repb, s
subseguent 'zssz:cs ef The Froeman,

wifl appear in o

Deeath and Taxes

There is a rather pathetic escap-
ism often repeated: “They can kill
me, but they can’t eat me.”

The thought is that although man
stands constantly in fear of his ene-
mies he knows that when they do
eventually kill him in life’s battle
his remains at least will be respeci-
ed. Death, he hopes, will stay ihe
hands of his foes. )

But if one is unfortunate enough
1o exit this life in Clifton, New Jer-
sey, his last moments will net be
brightened by the thought that they
who have killed him will grant his
carcags final peace. For hovering
nearby, wringing ils ghoulish hands
in itching anticipation stands a neb-
ulous form, prepared to demand one
last ounce of flesh. Here ai his bier
is civilization’s last vestige of can-
nibkalism. TFor Clifton, New Jersey,
will demand a “fee” of ome dollar
hefore his body nray retwm to ihe
land fremt which it eame.

The State of New Jersey forbids
municipal governments from levying
a tax on burials. Bul the town of
Ciifton managed te evade the probi-
bition, with the aid of the Supremc
Court, by arriving at the weird con-
clusion that the one dollar levy is
not a tax but a “fee.”

Fee or tax—irom birth to dealh
the weary soul feels the constant
touch of the predatory fax colleclor.

SANDY WISE, JiL
L]

Right, General

“You cannoi, in the lomg zus,
amend by statute or diplomacy, the
essential principles of economie law
—any more than you amend by
statute the multiplication tables ov
the mortaliy rates.”

GEN. HUGH JOEN3ZON

@
The Primal MNeed

Athwart my interest i the Siagle
Tax comes ilis! that unless poople
hecome God-leving and obedieni to
His law, no legislation, not even iy
hest, will stand, or even be hrought
about.. God must fizst be brought
home to mankind, No less will
avail to avert war and all the ofber
ovifg,

) MARY b
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In a weekly magazine called “Lib-
erty” which has a wide circulation
irr- this country, there appears an
article from .the pen of Mr. H. G,
Wells. *“Liberty” is a paper which
is pubiished - for busy people who
. must know before they start 4o read
one of its articles just how long it
will take, "This article, called “Ber-
lin Should Be Pombed,” takes thir-
teen minutes and forty seconds read-
ing time. T do mot know how long
it took me to read it—probably much
less, Dbecause X am familiar with
neariy every paragraph of if. It is
statemeni—sheer statement from be-
ginning to end, and bears the stamp
" in nearly every senience of the fluent
scribbler who suffers from what
James Huneker called “a buzz on the
pen.” That means it is written by
a man who can pour out platitude
and assertion in a f{forrent. Why
the platitudes should be accepted,
how the assertions are tn be put in-
to practice, no one knows—notl even
Mr, Wells, for he never stops for
3 ‘moment to consider the million
imponderables which distort his sug-
gestions.' Wells always lived in a
world of hig own-—at least from the
time when he entered the field of

what he called science and nominated -

himself 2z Fistd-marshal of the Brass
Button Prigade., He loves to lead
in his world, even though the army
he commmands has but one unit—
himseIf.

To givé one & notion of the floun-

dering process in writing in which
he indulges, it is only necessary to
guote the following example:

_“The monopolization of natural
resources by private ownership and
privats financs so .that. the hands
of ths worker cannot reach them,
“and the plain necessity for mankind
to brsak through these barrisrs and
libergie thess  hoarded resources,
make such efforts as Communism and
‘totalitarianism . inevitable.”

Here, though he does not know it,
he touches upon tha
" guestion which has brought every
country in the world to its preseit
pass; bhut having made a statement

- Weﬂs G

. SAYS,

fundamental

T By ADAaM SAVAGE

{which Is not hiz by any means, be~

cause it has been made by thousands .

gince the days of Thomas More down
te so humble s person as myself),
he drops it and goes wandering off
into the wilds of fhe collectivized
State, then atitempls fo deal with
dictators, high officials, free public
criticism, adminizirative law and
heaven only knows what! He runs
amuck in all the paliry verbiage
used by the socio-municipal-national-
izing stump-orator who spoke when
two or three weve gathered togethér
at the corner oi the Thames Em-
bankment on & showery night. Oh,
Mr, Wells!' ©Oh, Mr. Wells!

There is, however, one “practical”
guggestion in thiz article which re-
quires thirteen minutes and forty
seconds of a bhusy man’'s time to
read. Wells advances the notion
that Berlin should be bombed, This
attack is ithe first step in the plan
to create the werid which Mr. Wells
is building in Hegents Park. Like
the Government and Mr. Iloyd
George, Walis has the “greatest re-
spect” for the German people, bui
he thinks that bombs on Berlin will
effect a cure for t'heix; doirg to oth-
ers what the Aliies did to them. He
: “The Germans have shown
very little regard for the sufferings
their belligerence has inflicied on
millions .of people outside their bor-
ders.” In fact, he sums up: “They
have insisted on heing a nuisance fo
all the world.”

In this astounding bit of repeti-
tive vindictiveness he does not warn
his Bnglish readers that two can
play at that game. The Germans
may think that what is sauce for
the goose iz alse sauce for the gan-
der. ¥e says: ‘Let the Germans
take their medicine now”; although
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oes In For Bombs

he admits “they are potentially ‘one
of the greatest peoples upon the face
of the earth,” This is scarcely fair
to Churchill because it is stealing
hig thunder. WNevertheless, it should
creep into the mind of Wells that
Hitler has similar ideas of the Hng-
lish people and, notwithstanding his
respect and admiration for what they
have done in building up a great em-
Ppire, he might, when the first Fnglish
bomb drops on Berlin, say theve is
only ‘one way to teach the English
pecple a lesson, and that is to give
them some of the medicine Wells
prescribes for Berlin, Oh, iir. Wells!
Oh, Mr, Wells!

Towards the end of his article, he
tells us, “The ending of warfare will
put no stop to the mental conflicts
of mankind.” This sentence indi-
cates that Wells has not really stop-
ped thinking; that when he makes
an effort, he can write a lucid sen-
tence, War certainly has not put a

-stop to the mental conflicts which

Wells has suffered ‘for many years,
nor has it plit an end to the mental
conflicis which all men in Kurope
and America suffer day in and day
citt. To my mind, the worst of all
mental conflicts which warp, distort
and ageravaie the minds of politi-
cians, haif-baked Socialisis, sociolo-
professorial economists and
blue-prini planners, is the desire to
bosz anybody and everybody but
themselves, Wells is Hitler in shad-
ow and his trouble ig that the Eng-
lish-spesking people show not the
slightest inclination to take him se-
riously,
@

The Socratic Method

“Education is a personal exercise
—it cannot be sprayed on in a lec-
ture room.” Professor Herbert R.
Brown, Bowdoin College. :

@

Likes Qur Tune

Dear Bditor: You speak of ‘“volun-

teer contributors, and I should say

that as director of & voluntary choir
vou produce superb muske, O M

Hoose, Glenside, Pa.
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Mathemaucal Nensense Is Still Nonsense

Apparently in jealous contempla-
tion of the lofty heights which the
use of mathematical processes has
attained in the domains of the phys-
fcal sciences many attempts have
been made fo convert economic cha-
05 into econorniic scilence by mathe-
matical means. The latest effort of
this kind is presented in a tra.ct en-
titled “Business Cycles in the United
Ztates of America 1919-1932" by

Professor J. Yinbergen of the Ico-

nomic TIntelligence Service of the
League of Nations, and published in
this ceintry by the Columbia Uni-
versity Press (31.25).

Applying the statistical maothoed of
mliiple correlation to the 1919-1432
period, Professor Timbergen <on-
cludes (a) there is no support for
any view according to which infiu-
ences in the field of money are the
chief factors in the business cycle;

{b) the over-investment theory, ie.,

a situation in which Industries in
the higher stages of production are
over-developad relatively 4o those in
the lower stages, is confirmed as an
important causal factor in the busi-
ness cycle; (¢) the “geeeleration”
principle, ie., that fluetualions in
investment are chiefly governad by
the vate- of increase in  conmsumers’
zoods production, is not of much
importance; . (d) that statisticaily,
ne evidence of any systematic lag
ar lead is found to exist in the pro-

" guction of capital goods rolatively

to consumers’ goods; (e) that chang-
ing costs of preduction, sometimes
stressed a8 a cause of crises, ars of
litile importance; (f) that over-in-
vegtment  amd  under-consumsplion
theories do nol serve as a tuning
puint explanation for the 1929 col-
iapse; (g) that agriculiural theories

are of doubtful imporiance and that

“harvest fluctnations work in a com-

. plicated way, parily pomtlve partly

negatwa

The genera,hzatmns arrived at by
¥ mfessor Tinbergen are—1, ‘Tne de-
pression, is an inevitable consequence
and.a necessary readjustment of cer-
tain disproportionalifies which have

By JULES GUEDALIA

previously developed, I is neces-
sary, however, only in so far as (i)
the economie structure Is mnot
changed and (i) no exogenous
shocks occur.”” 2, “There may oc-
cur an autornatic revival from a de-
pressioh.” 3. “The position in any
vyear, though depending in part on
what happened before, may bhe con-
siderably imfluence® by fresh shocks,
and if such shocks are a systematie
set of measures, if iz certainly with-
in the possibilitics 10 prevent & boom
from  developing = 1o  dangerous
heights.”

In layman's language all this adds
up to—1L If you go on & party you'll
have & headazie if (1) your head
isp't cut off and if (ii) you den't
toke a hrome-seltzer and a cold
shower; 2. If you get the headache
wou may recover by just waiting
long enough; 3. The wé,y you feel
depends on what happened the night
‘hetore, but if you pursue a systemat-
ie shock-ireatment such as at Bill
Brown's Farm {planning)} you can
cure yourself of geiting 4 headache
every time you take a drink,

Thus has a maihematical moun-
tain labored and brough forth-—
what? When will = “economists”
learn that' mathematics is merely a
procedural form of ressoning which
from assumed prenises ‘derives the
necessary’conclusions? For example,
matheimatics shdws ihat if certain
axtoms (Fuclids’ arc assumed it
follows that the sum of the angles
of a trisngle -equaiz 180 degrees. A
different set of: axicms would lead
to some other ressit such as is the
case in a -sphericat iriangle. 'Fhus
mathematical .conclusions are rela-
tive, not absoiyte. and depend upon
the assumplions started  with.
Mathematics is not like a filter
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which takes muddy water and
cleanses it; it is like a comcrete mix-
er taking cement, sand, gravel, wa-
ter, {(the premises) and delivering
conerete (the conclusion), Hence
economic ¢haos must be replaced by
economic science first; then and then
only may mathematical processes be
applied. To apply mathematical
methods to chaotic premises leads
necesgarily to chactic conclusions.
Hence, when Professor Tinbergen
applies mathematical - processes to
variableg predicted upon a priori
considgerations ‘based on economic
theory or common sense” we Know
immediately that it is the premises
and not the conclusions that must be
subjected to critical analysis. For
example, he assumes that wages de-
pend on {1} employment, (ii) cost of
Hving, (i) iahor productivity, (iv)
institutional faetors, such as the
changing strength of trade unions,
legislation, etc: . . From these prem-
izes he derives an eguation which
in. English means that fluctnations
in wage rates with a lag of five
months eguals three-ténths of the
volume of consurners’ goods and

_services plus investment goods pro-

duced, plus thirty-nine hundredths
of the cost of living, plus fifty-one
hundredths, of the elapsed time, Now
does this bave any real mmeasiag?
Does it convey any precise thought?
Why not throw in a coupls of sun
spots a la Jevens?  Why ooy the

. produetion of goods and services

fluctuate? And on what does the
cost. of living depend? And so on
ad infinitum!

The inevitable conclusion seems to
‘be that Professor Tinbergen has add-
ed confusion te chaos and achieved
chactic confusion—a mnoisome hrew
of mmthematically expressed non-
sense. All of which brings on the
thought that economics--the study
of earning a Hving in society-—seems
10 be reaching a stage where the
“professors” and “cxperts” had bet-

ter produce some results quickly, or

else! Might it be that the ordinary
citizen couid do no worse?
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Thg Gospel of Fact Forgotten

By GEORGE B 'BRINGMANN

CHATTER I,

1. And it came Lo pass that there
were flowers sveet and fresh from
the fields adorning the altar.

2. And the sunfight fused the
oranges aml yellows of a stained
glass window into g golden road. And
like a golden carpet the road was
thrown athwart the red pews.

3. And the figure in the window
could have walked the golden car-
Pet and sat among them who Hs-
tened. . The lamb in His arms and
all. But He listened from where He
stood.

4. To the rustle of silkk and the
rasp of stiff tinen and the whisper
of rich fahric;

5. To the grang vibrations from
the organ with golden pipes; to
coughy and clearing throats:

6. To the slither of envelopes with

numbers that meant names: to the
text; to the prayer;
7. To the voice of the tenor turn-

ing barifone and rich; ic the thumb-

Ing- of hymnals and more clearing
of throats;

8. To the padded chink of coins in
envelopes with numbers that meant
namnies.

9. And to the man who stood above
them all and spoke of faith in God

10. And then it was e walked
the golden carpet and sat among
themm, The lamb in Wis arms and ajl.

11. And those around Him felt His
nearness and knew He sat among
them. and listened as did they to the
man who spake of faith in God.

12. And the lamb lifted its head.
But He sat bowed and followed the
thought wuttered @y the mdn who
stood above all,

13. For the man spake of faith.
And the word he spake often was
God.

14 Angd second to that was Hope
and Charity.

15. And he spake of bread and

how the scarcity of bread” blotted -

out the faith men have in God.

16. And never did he say 1. For
he was fed. :
17, And he compared the need:s of

body and the needs of soul and mind
one with the other.

18. And he exfolled the ha,ppiness
of the second 2nd the third of these
while the happiness of the lirst he
likened to the happiness of swine.

19. Yea, and with great eloguence
gaid he thxs for heavy was hm con-
cern for others.

20. An¢ He who held the lamb
pondered the seemingly unseemly er<

‘ror of God in making man with
stomach.

21, Yet further spake the man. An
anecdote of -a man il and destitute
who closeted himseif with a minister
of God.

22. And how when that sorely tried

‘man had departed from the minis-

ter's side he took with him a faith
that comforted him. )

23. And the lacks of hig body no
longer held terror.

24. And again He fell to stroking
the lamb. And He thought on the
faith of that man once destitute of
eomfort,

25. And He cried” withm for His
Falner had provided. And man had
divided. And not well had man di-
vided. ‘

28. And He looked back to the
household of the man who had this
new strong faith in God. For some
had died from need of bread. And
somne had frozen,

27, And His heart was plierced, for
His Father had provided. And man
had divided. And not well had man
divided., -

28. But 1ihe enhungered lamb
bleated. And He walked the golden
carpet of road and fed the lamb. For
the Iamb was with belly, ]

29. “The poor ye have with ye al-
ways.” Yet I did not say they need
be, said He,

CHAPTER 1L

1. And it came to pass that on the
night of the same day there was an-
other man. And he was outszde up-
on a bushel,

2, And this man's eyes were 1if,
for he spoke of bread and the need
of it .
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3. And he stood above them who
listened. A shivering Jot who lis-
tened stupidly as they leaned against

the wall. For they were hungry. And

they were cold. o

"4, And above, a stained glass win-
dow, dall with no light behind it
And its leaded segments of codored
olags were & puzzle none locked io
solve. :

5, For they were hungry and they
were cold,

§. And the man who stood above -

them who listened stupidly, spake,
And the word he spake the most was
bread, :

7. And the word he spake next
often was children. And the one he
spake the less of the second was
crumbs, . .

8. .And the next to that was Char-
ity.  And to that, privilege.

9.  Aye, always he spake of bread,
And never but once did he say Cod.
Ang added he with trembling lips,

“the poor die very slowly.”
© 10, Yet never did he say I For
e was fed and clothed.

11. And the gnawings of the belly

-and the ache of cold -bothered his
bedy none, But the gnawings and
the aches in the bellies and the bones
of others troubled hig spirit.

12. And often he spake of equity
and brotherhood.

13, And he spdke of paper diets
instead of bread.

14. And the lamb. bleated and the
figure in the window came down fo
stand among them, Iamb and all

15. Yet e'er long he on the bushel
apake mueh of brotherhood, a voice
was raised from the dark knot hard
against the wall under the window.

16. And the voice asked, “And you
would do? And what would you
others do?” .

17. And & quiet fell. And so great
was the quiet that the chatter of
testh was loud.

18. And again the voice was raised
in question. And great was its suav-
ity

19, And it came to pass that he
who stood above the listeners paused.
And his eyes searched them sgainst
the wall, '

20, For he was not deceived, And
long had he expected the voice. For
it was that of authority come from
privilege and not equity. ’

21, And he answerad the veice

And the word he spake was one. And :

it was ‘“anything”

22. And he-loocked up and saw the
window and & smile vouched the cor-
ners of his mouth. ¥or he knéw the
Man and His lamb.

23, But the quesiing voice per-
gisted. Again, “Anything P

24, And the crowd munttered, And
the lamb hid ifs head in His arms
from fear. But He whizpered to the
man on the bushel: ‘

25, "Man does noi live by bread
alone. And all that a4 man hath will
he give for his lfe”

26. And the man on the bushel
heard it from afar and held it close
to him as did He the lamb,

27. And he answered to the hait-
ing umnafraid. “Anything, for there
are things for which man will give
even his life ... men”

28. And he bad no fear. For he
was warm and he was full and it
was the gnawings in the hellies of
others that embittered him.

29, And he waited for the man to
Iay his hand upon him and {o lead
him away. . ) :

20. And the crowd pressed hard
‘gainst the wall wunder the window
and hid their faces and held their
breaths lest they be known and fall
into the hands of others.

31. And they edged away and hur-
ried off.” To hops. And to die,

CHAPYTER III.-

1. And He and His lamb Ilooked
once more from the stained glass
window upon the altar vague in the
sweet gloom of His Father's house,

2. And tears fell from His face to
the lamb. )

3. And He thought of the two
speakers. The one within and the
one without His Kouse.

4, And He compared them. one
with the other and found them both
to be as He.

5, Verily, verily, the Son of Man
has no place to Iay His head. And
as one of these two ten did they
crucify me.

6. And verily I say that as the
other of these two men did they SAY
they crucified me, i

7. And the lamb slept.

8. But not so the San of Magx.

9. Jesus wept.
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In the spring of 1875 & !u:ture‘,'

was delivered under the auspices of
the Young Men's Hebrew Associa~
tion in San Franciseco. When the
lecturer had finished, Dr, Eikan Co-
hen, Rabbhi of Temple Emanu-El,
turned to the chairman of the iec-
ture eommittee and said, “Where did
vou find that man?” “That man”
was Henry George, the son of a
address,
delivered sixty-iwo Yyears

literature.
It is not incongruous that the most

'emquc:m‘, and illuminating portrayal

of Israsl’s master builder is the work
of ‘a non-Jew. For, so far as we
have boen able fo observe, no man
has come closer to the substance of
Judaism than this great American
philosopher, With .
power ¢f analysis found only in rare
instahces, Henry George cleared a
way through the wilderness of su-
perstition and mytholovy and stood
with Moses on the heights ef Horeb
and Sinai—face to-face w1th the re-
aliiy of life. ]

There iz a consilerable variation
of visws ag to'the precise substance
of Judaizm. Notwithstanding appar-
ent contradictions and &-‘wide range
among  philosophers,
poets, and- theologians, the essence

of Iarael’s heritage iz ag solld s the

earth., It is contained in these pro-
saic. and utterly ingenuous words:

“{fherefore it shall come to pass, if
vye héarken to these judgments, and keep,
and o them, ihat the Lord thy Ged
shail. keep unte thee the covenant and
the mercy which Ife sware unto thy fa-
thers: aAnd e will love thes, and biess
thes, and mulliply thee: e will alse
Yiess the Truit- of thy . womb, snd the
fruil of thy land, thy oern, and thy
wing, und thine «il, the increase of thy
Line, gl ihe. flocks of thy sheep in the
land which e wware unio thy fathers
to  give thee. ~Thou shalt be blessed
above:all people: there shall not be male
or female harren smeng vou, or among
vour cattle.” {(Deuteronomy, Chapter
VIiI—Verses 12, 13, 14.) :

The fellowing lines from -Geoige's
lecture on Moses . show how unher-

_ringly the American prophel pene-

knowledge and’

Tithes and Taxes

By Rabm ’\J_[CHAEL AARONSOHN

t_r:ited_.:iu the core of i{he Mosaic
Code:

“rThe belief in the mumortatity of the

-gout musi have existed in strong  forms

among the masses of the Hebrew ‘people.
Rut the truth that Moses brought so
prominently forward, the iruth his gaze
was confentrated upon, is the truth that
has often besn thrust aside by the doc-
trine of immndorfality, and that may, per-
haps, &t times, react on it in the same
way. This iz the trutk that the actions
of men bear fruit in this worid, that
though on the petty scale of individual
lite wickedness may seem lo go wapun-
ished znd wrong to be rewarded, there
is yet a Nemesis that with tiretess feet
and pltllm,s arm follows every national
erime and: geitss the children for the
father’s ‘ransgrassion; the iruth that
ageh ind:viduai must act upon and be
setad upon by the “seelety of which he

’

‘er {ur the gin of each, and the

Lree #
iife of edeh ba dominated by lhe condi-

tiong imposed by all, It is the iniense
apprecistion of this truth that gives the
Apsaiv iastifuticas so practieal and wniili-
tariane 2 charsefer. Their genius, it T
ay so speak, leaves .the abstract specu-
ns whers thought so easily loses and
4 itself. or finds expression only
i svmbols. that become finally -but ihe
iz of superstition, in order that it may
entrate  nitemtion  mpom  ithe  laws
whirh determine fhe happiness or misery
of wmes wppom ihis earth . . . I ;nmmsc
nenn of peace and plenty and lengt
of stalwart sons and (=..ka£4.31:{
diteinters, . 0 (Emphasis mine)

4 reading of the outstanding books
of Henry George. indicates how
amazingly familiar -Henry George
was with Biblical philosophy: i the
felinitrys use of -Biblical language
and alldsions be has seldom been ex-
cellnd,

Bt it is when he deals with the
problem of -bumah’ suffering that
Benry Georgs shows how: profound-
iv iie grasped the Jewish eoncept of
theodicy. The theme of the Book
¢f- Job. is the justification of the
wayvs of God. The central doctrine
¢f-Moses' last words o Israel is em-

and that all must in some de-

. most signijica nt

“Phe Treoman, Matek, 1049

bodied - “cihiseled

words:

in-—1hege- Crra.ndly

“His work is-perfect:-for. all iz wavs
are judgmeént:’a:God. of fruih and with-
out iniquity, just:and right.is He Thoy
have corrupted themgelves, iheir spet is
not His. 'Tt'is Ts children’s, They are
a perverse -and crooked. geheration.” (I

- teronomy, - Chapter " XXX Veraes 4, 5.}

Compare this: sublime affirmation
with the.passage found in“Progress
and Poverty:” '

“Though it may . take .the_language of

prayer, it is- bla._sphemy that - wttributes
to the inscrutable decrees: of- Irovidence

‘the suffering and . brutishness thai ceine

of poverty;: that, {urns with:folded hands
to the All-Father. and lave Lons Him the
responsibility for the.want;and crime of
our great Ceitics. L We . dey fi'adp the Itver-
lasting.” We slander the: “Just  Cme. A
mereiful! man Woul.d -have: bet tm- grdered
the world;:a’ Just man would ¢rush - with
his oot such . an:ul erous ant-Lilll It
is xnot. the Alml-rhty,_but ~we-who are
responsibie’ for, the! viceand: misery that
fester amidiour: c1v1hzat1 . The Crea-
tor showers upon ‘us A I{ls gilits-—more
than enough for ;all.: - fut +like swine
scrambhn for fdod we tread - them - in
the m]rewtread them iin the m';' while

Passing .. from 55\- thi-s Ctyeaiment of
theclagic’, “we dome Lo the
jlmlf.trity in prac-
tical 1}2(;}90&1&(;113 cFor aswith my
ftios andsas with modoera Flgrs
the fundamentsl docirine in -the
Henry Seovge philosephby i3 the el
righi of all meu u) ”Lhr owT "mmp 0f
the land. “

Superficially tlzere is, a- contradio-
tion betwesn- the .Mosaje and ihe
Henry George concepis’of-land vwn-
ership, = TUntil-the time, of [the aboli-
tion’ of the Ju‘mlee practme of e~
storing Iand to? the! 0r1g1na.1 Proprie-
tor, private ownershlp rwas ithe . tra-
ditional. saerediand” mwojable duty
of every. l4rae11te --The ' tragic story
of Nabotl's vinéyard' is: “an;excellent
illustration. of . this ‘centuries-oid cus-
somn. ) . o

“and Ahab -spake , unto ;Naboth.saying,
Give mic.thy vineyard.’ :thatiI:may have
it for-a: garden’ of- nerbs bcca.use it~ is
near unto-my; house;. and: I will® give thee
for it:a:ibetter vmeyard thanyitsor, if
it seem good! to. thee,: T wild! gwe thee the
worth of t it- in” money. "And MNaboth
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1ald unto Ahab, The Lord forbid it me,
that I should give the inherifance of my
fathers unto thee.” (I Kmﬂ's, XXI, 2, 8.)

Henry Cizorge’s use of the h.lghlyx

controversial phrase “common own-
ership’ of lund” is not to be taken
literally., His thesiz is purtly aca-
demie. It is, in fact, akin to the
Biblical axiom or hypothesis that the
“earth is the Lord's”--that God is
the sole tandlord. What is vital in
the Georgist proposal-is the way hy
which every member of society is
to atfain the greatest of ali rights—
economic independence, freedom from
© .want, and the fear of want.

*“This then,” he affirms, "Is the rem-
vdy for the unjust and unequal distri-
inrtion of weallh apparent in miodern civi-
lization, and for all the évils which flow
from it: WE MUST MAKE LAND COM-
MG PROPERTY,”

In like mahner when Moses says,
in the name of God, “The land shall
not be sold for ever: for the land is
Mine: for ye are strangers and so-
journers with Me,” (Leviticus, XXV-
23}, the intent was to do away with
the monstrous evils of land monopoly
and land specilation, in order to se-
cure for every member of the Con-
gregation of Israel the grandest of
all rights: economic independence.

The true comparison is found in-

method where, aliiwugh we are again
face to face with an apparent con-
tradiction, we find complete har-
mony, 35 we found it in speculation.
The objectives are .identical. The
philosophie, the theologic and the
political ideals are identical,

The method advanced by Henry
{George is summarized ag follows:

“In form, the ownership of land would
remain just ag now, No owner of land
needd be disposscssed, and no restriction
need be placed upon the amount of land

any  ons could bold. ¥For, rent being
LLhPJl by ithe Slaie in taxés, no matter
i whose name it sfood, or in what par-
cels it owas held, would be really com-
mnor property, and every memhber of the
community would participate in the ad-
vauiages of ity ownership.

“Now, ingomuch as  the taxation of
rent, or land values, nnest necessarily be
Inereased just as we abolish other taxes,
we may put the proposition into prae-
figal {orm by proposing—to abolish all
taxas save that upon land valaes,”

Where in the Bible do we come

upon that specific law which coin-" -

cides most perfectly with the “Single

Tax” systemt of Henry George? The
answer is condensed in the word
“tithe.”

When thouz kast made an end of tith-
ing,” commands Moge: {Deéuleronomy,
XXVI, 12), “all the tithes of thine in-
crease ‘the third year, which is the year
of tithing, and hast given it unto the
Levite, the stranger, the fatherless, and
the widow, that they may eat within
thy gates and be filled ,

The close connection beiween the
terms tax and tithe may not readily
be perceived. It iz evident that
Moses is concerned with a national
Hfe altogether agrarian; Henry
George contemplates g society in
which the emphasis is awpon urban
civilization.

Very little imagination is needed
to realize that the tithe represents
the “unearned increment,” The fa-
mous school -of French FKeonomists
called it the “produit net.”” The tithe
is that portion of the produce of
the fields above and beyond the just
reward of mar’s labor. It—the
tithe, wvnearned increment, produit
net—is God’s wontribution in {hHe
form of rain, sun, chemieal action in
the soil, in the winds, and Time.

Moses ordained that this unearned
increment should bhe given fo the
poor, and to the stranger. Thus pov-
erty was to be alleviated and the

-fear of want forever dissipated, The
beneficiaries of the services of Na- -

ture were enjoined by the sanections
of religion to return to socciety a
tenth of their income to bhe used for
the service of the community. Ac-
cording to benefits received from
nature a man was bound to return
in the form of a tithe. Charity?
No! - This was, this is, social jus-
tice. And this. is the key to the
practical program of Henry George.
The “Single Tax™ is a modern coun-
terpart of {the Mogaic system of tith-
ing.

Whether we call ‘it tithe or tax,
the underlying principle is compati-
ble with the doctrines of Judaism

" wise basis of civilization,
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and Henry George. To return to
the community that which was pro-
duced .by the community and for
ihe uge of the community is to com-
ply with the laws of Naturé and of
Political Heonomy. Social Justice is
& realistic, a natural, an eminently
Without
it sociely cannot enjoy health, peace,
prosperity, or happiness. Poverty is
the antithesis not only of the nat-
ural order. Viewed from the watch-
towers of Judaism, if is the denial of
the wisdom and the will of God.

&
Modern Manna

“Dear, dear,”” quoth the Superman.
“How times have changed since I
was a girl!”

“Huli? What's that you're say-
ing ?” asked the Girl Friend without
surprige, hecause nothing surprised
her. “What do you mean; “When I
was a girt’ 2"

“Not you, I. But what’s the dif-
ference? Times have changed any-
way.”’

“What now?”

“Well, I see hy the papers that
our New York City council is to con-
sider a tax on all telephones.”

“Oh, I see. You mesan when you
or your great. grandmother was a
girl, they had no telephones, Haw,
haw, what a joke!”

“No, foolish, it's not a joke; and
that wouldn't be it if it were.”

“All right, then tell me”

“Here goes, and even you should
understand - this. You remember
that people used to look to Heaven
for manna. - In fact, we fhought of
favors as coming from Heaven and
bestowed by divine grace. Surely, as
a student of Sanskrit, you've heard
the phrase ‘Thank Heaven"’

“Yes, yes. But what's that to do
with a telephone tax?”

“Well, it seems that & councilman
was asked where the idea of taxing
telephones orwmated and he replied
that it was at a conference; but no
one seemed to know just who got it
first, He explained, ‘The tax came
clear out of the sky one day. ..

S0 no more manna from Heaven.
Now if's taxes.”

LLOYD BUCHMAN
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The Land is The Chl@f

PUERTO RICO

Of ihe many problems demanding -

solution in the island of Puerto Rico,
that of Iand use would seem to he
the most pressing. The history of
this island differs from that of Mex-
“ico. Spain catered to Puerto Rico
‘because it was an outpest, strategi-
cally located for protecting and con-
trolling other possessions. From 1810
to 1820, when Spain’s South Amer-

" ‘icarn empire was shrinking, desper-

‘ate attempts were made to retain
the loyalty of the Puerto Ricans. In
1815, they were granted a Cedula de
Gracias, a speclal Bill- of Rights
which'was$ a Itost amazing document
of liberalily, inconsistent with the
" general attitude of Spain foward her
other colonies. And on February 9,
1898, Spain granted to Puerto Rico
la Carta Autonomica, which gave
the people practically complete au-
tonomy. The pringciples of this carta
wers joyousiy received by the Puerto
Ricans, but on Getober 18, 1898, the
igland was officially transferred to
the Unifed States as the resul{ of a
war in the cause of which they had
had no part and in which they had
had no interest.:

With this iransfer, the island was
ptaced within high tariff regulations.
" Sugar entered the United States free,

at an advantage over other competi-
tors. In addition to freedom from
tariff regulations was the factor of
proximity to the greatest sugar-con-
-suming market. American investors
were nol slow to realize that in
Puerto Rico sugar would be king
and fortunes were to be made. Al
sorts ‘of intermediaries were used in
buying up all land ‘suitable for cane
growing. 7

At first Jand was bought at normal
-or sub-hormal prices because many
landowners had little faith in the
Tuture of the island under American
control.© Soon those who held out
were offered - {wice or many times
what the landowner thought the land
was actually worth., The landowner
sold, feeling sure that the land boom
would collapse and -ihen he could
buy back the land at his own price

By RAYI\IOND . CRIST

In the February issue Dr. Crist dealt
with conditions of land ienure, and the
conscguences, in Ireland and in Spanish
America, This ingtaliment cencludes the
article.

—hut that iime never came. The
sugar growers have increased their
holdings from 61,500 acres in 1898
to 288,000 acres in 1930, and the yield
from onme half ton per acre to 2.7
tons. Large sugdr corporations have
taken control of the lmited areas
of fertile flat coastal lands and are
reaching: out over the walley lands
and low hills info the interior. They
have taken over the areas where
formerly subsistence crops were
grown. Where corn once grew nOw
sugar-cane grows. Dark-green cane-
fields produce “white gold™ for in-
vestors in a foreign land. Five Amer-
ican sugar companies have most of
the hest land in Puerto Rico in fracts
of 5,000 aeres or more. The sugar
growers have prospered enormously.

A statistical study of the igland
since American occupation may hbe
made to read like a typical American
“success” story. But, in spite of
phenomenal economic progress aleng
certain lines, the welfare of the vast
majority of the people has not been
improved since the American occu-
pation; if anything, it is worse. At
one time during the depression nearly
90 per ceni. of the people were on
the government payroll, mostly in the
form of relief. 'This great poverty
ig largely the result of the scareily
of food crop land, Bugar is so profit-
able that food crops have been

~crowded hack te tae hills, grown on

unusually steep slopes.

These tropical hili-slope soils are
thin and highly ieached, and the yieid
abnormally low. The grower is too
poor to buy fertilizer. The food crop
acreage to feed one and three-guar-
ters million people iz ridiculously
small: 70,000 acres in corn; 48,600
in yams and sweet potatoes; 41,600
it heans. Not over one acre in ten

-of fhe isiand’s 2,176,000 acres is

given over to food: preduciion, and

the poorer land at that. This means
that each acre is expected to supply
eight or ten people with food. How-
ever, the land needed fo supply a
decent standard of living, according
to the Umited States Departmeni of
Agriculture, is some two and one half
acres per person. On this basiz the
Puerto Ricans have only one twen-
tieth of the amount needed.

In cases of this kind food must be
imporied, but imported food is ex-
pensive—much too exXpensive for ihe
poor Puerfo Ricans to buy. Thus,
the peopls are confronted with a
problém of getting enough to eat.
They are nol inberent revolutionar-
ies; they do not stage Nationalistic
demenstrations, kill policemen and
shoot at American governors because
lawlegsness is “in their blood’—mo,
they are simply bungry. In the words
of ex-Governor Thecdore Roosgeveit,
Jr., the island “seeihes with miesries”;
the acghievement of even a slight de-
gree of economic security for a bare
majorily of the people would go a
long way toward inducing political
and secial stability.

CUBA
Brief -mention might be made of

Cuba. Her cane fields, like those of -

Puerto Rico, are easily accessible to
the neighboring American market,
and since her site is so well suited
for Iarge-scale, one-crop farming,
she has taken full advanfage of her
position. Here, tos, most of the good
land is largely controlled by sugar
companies. When Cuba's sugar is

in great demand the labor resources .
of the island are often overtaxed,
particularly during the rush season.’?
But the reduced crop which has been

raised since the war boom has re-
duced the demand for seasonal laber.

In order to avoid great seasenal
fluctuations in employment as woll
as too greatl dependence upon foreign
markets, the country is aiming at
greater self-sufficiency. This has
meant an emphasis on the growing of
food crops on land controlled by su-
gar companies. Since the owners of
these companies are not always -
pathetic with present-day trends, lie




e Frepwnan, Mavch, 1840

transition period belween Oilﬂwcmp
farming and 2 certain degree of seli-
sufficiency is marked by soecial un-
rest, which is reflected fby an occe-
sional revolution.

_ JAVA
Conditions in Java contrast mark-
edly with those in Puerfo Rico and
Cuba. On the island of Java sugar
cuitivation is performed by -white
planters using native labor and na-

tive fields. To be sure, the monsoon .

climate is ideal for sugar-cane and
the rich volcanic soil is kept in the
best of condition by constant fer-
tilization and by growing sugar in
rotation with rice. But the really
important factor in Java's prosperity
is that sugar companies are not al-
lowed to alienate permanently large
tracts of land for growing cane.

According to Dutch law, the plan-
ters may rent rice lands for the cul-
-tivat-iqh of sugar-cane not more than
eighteen months in any three-year
period. This not only insures crop
rotation, but it also .prevenis the
isiand from hecoming over-dependent
on imports of rice. As a result,
Java is able to support over 41,000,-
000 people on 50,554 sqguare miles,
one of the densest agricultural popu-
lations in the world. Wisely admin-
igtered through Dutch or Duich-Jav-
anese officials, these people are rel-
atively prosperous and coiitented, and
on the verge neither of  starvation
nor of revolulion.

AFRICA

In many parts of Africa ZTurop-
eans have Tavored the plantation sys-
tem over-the native one of local self-
sufficienicy. Sisal, heimp,; cotton, cof-
fee, tea, tobacco, cane sugar, coco-
nuts and -bananas are produced on &
large scale, almost exclusively for
international trade. The natives never
had a mnotion of private properiy in
land in our sense of the ferm, till
they found themselves serfs on huge
European-owned plantations, ‘forced
to work many months a year for
their new white masters just in order
to pay taxes—hut tax, peoll fax or
some. other tax or taxes. But a
world-wide depression in prices would
throw oul of work thousands of na-
tives, who had lost the knack of sgli-
sufficiency. The post-war depression
has possibly had one good effect in
that emphasis is being placed on the

maintenanse of gardens by those emi-
ployed on the plantations. Writers
on_ this - subject whoe have studied

“conditions at first hand, agree that

ihe majority of the natives on farms
or pilantations owned hy whites have
to work harder and live on a poorer
diet than did their ancestors.

The impact of European industriai-
ization and the plantation system
upon the natives detribalizes fhem,
and it brings about a general social
disintegraiion; but the natives re-
ceive no new social mores to take
the place of the old. HElasticity is
demanded of Burcopeans in securing
institutions which will work. If Ban-
tus wani chiefs instead of officials
they should be administered through
chiefs, properly educated for their
work., Racial diserimination embit-
ters the natives. At present, for the
same crimes widely different senten-
ces are passed on Em'opaans and na-
tives. Hence the native proverb, “the
ox. Is skinned on one side only,” is ap-
plied to European courts, which it
is complained do not mete out even
justice.

Tand Tenure in the Union of South
Africa. ‘There i3 an old fable about
an Arab and his camel. The latter
wanted to shelter his kead in the
Arab’s tent, and 1his desire was
granted. But, when the Arab awoke
in the morning he found that the
camel was entirely inside the tfent
and that he was outside on the bare
sand. The fale of the natives of the
Union of South Africa resembles in
many ways that of the hapless Arab.
There the proverd fhat “fhe land is
the chief” is proved only too true.
At present 91 per cont of the land
is owned by fewer than two million
Eurepeans, whereas only 9 per cent
of the land is owned by five million
Bantus. The present state of affairs
is very succineily expressed by one
Banta leader: “At first we had the
land and the white man had the
Bible. Now we have the Bible and
ithe white man has the land.”

HENYA

In Kenya the average $ize of es-
tates conirolled by white selilers is
600 acres, all of which are good land,
whereas the natives own on the av-
eragé only eight acres, of which at
least one quarter is oo sterile- for
cultivation or pasture, - And in {he
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" Nairobi region “squaiters” on the

great estafes which the white people
have carved oui for themselves are
obiiged fo undertake 180 days of
labor each year for the privilege of
domigite on land which is theirs by
native law. The indigenous peoples,
forced to work for masters mot of
their choosing, might sometimes won-
der if the “white man's burden” is
not somewhat lighter than that which
they are called on to bear,

BOVIET RUSSIA

Under the Czar, ten million tons of
grain each year were exported from
the Ukraine, which would sesm to
show that agriculture was prospercus
at that {ime. Gradually it is being
realized, however, the_it the Russian
grain export was a “fictitious” ex-
port. A vast peasan{ population was
heing exploited by s landlord class
that was practically synonymmous
with the government. The exporis
constituted a sort of prosperous fa-
cade behind which large numbers of
people were hovering oz the verge
of starvation.

With the liquidation of the landlord
class following the revolution of 1917,
peasant holdings increased from fif-
teen million to twenty-five million in
numper and the size of the average
holding doubled. Yet there appeared
no sich su'rplu-s of food as had ap-
parently existed hefore. The reason
for this is- that the peasants them-
selves began to eat more wheat and
rye, meat and eggs and dairy pro-
duce. The meat consumption of the
average household doubled. Ninety
per cent of the grain produee was
eaten Ly the peasants., Some of the
maore tangible results of an adequate
food supply were a decline in infant
mortality, a decline in the death
rate, and an increase of population of
from 130,000,000 to 160,600,000,
Hence, to-day, since the people have
a more adequate diet than formeriy,
there is not enough food to go around
umless the harvest is a good one,

It is heyond the scope of this paper
to discuss developments in Soviet
agriculiure since the liguidation of
the Xulaks In 1828, Attention is
mervely drawn to the fact that the

. Russian peasants in 1917 seized the

land in the greal landed estates of
the absentee landlords and began to
grow food for themselves, just as the
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French peasants did during the
¥'rench Revolution. In both cages the
people who in the last analysis made
the revolution general were peasants,
not fire-eating revolutionists.” They
were oppressed gnd hungry and simp-
Iy wanted land on which to grow
food.
CONCLUSION

Many more natural regions or po-
Ytical units might be considered—
even more exhaustively—but from

these few case studies it is clear how
universal the problem of land tenure
is, To be sure, this is not the only
problers, a8 has been pointed out, Hut
it iz & very important one. A study
of the hacienda - in - Chile, with its
millions of rotos (literally ‘ragged”
or “broken” ones), and of the greal
estates in Argentina and Brazil, etc.,

to mernition only a few other examples
—might reveal much {he same con-

ditions and trends. And no matter
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how advanced a civilization or a cul-
ture may be, the people who have
achieved them must eat, and food in
large quantifies must be obtained
from the land. Hence, throughout his-
tory land has been an imporiant fac-
tor in- determiningthe trend of events.
How many people own how much
and what kind of land is a matter
of vital concern to all. Perhaps if is
not omly in Africa that “the Iamd
is the chief.” ’

The Immigrant On the Farm

By VIRGINIA M. LEWIS

There is a popular notion that im-
migrants are poor farmers. On this
notion Felix Cohen, in his study of

Vimmigration and its effect on Amer-
ican life, throws some light in the
following figures. Croup A consists
of the ten states with the highest
percentage of foreign-born popula-
tion; Group B the fer states with
the lowest percentage of forelgn-
born population, as indicated by the
1930 Federal Census,
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State Group A,
New York 25.9 $73.19. 32,502
Massachusgetts 251 130.26 3,061
Rhode Island 25.0 123.52 3,133
Connecticut 23.9 151.38 3,136
- New. Jersey 210 169,99 3,773
California 18.9 132,33 4,841
New Hampshire 17.8 39.47 1,872
Michigan 17.6 G7.80 1,647
" Nevada 16.6 15.7L 6,08
Mlincis 16.3 108.68 2,467
- Average 20.8 $99.23 33,269
Group B,
South Caroling 0.3 $36.43 $935
North Carolina 0.3 46.76 1,040
Mississippi B 0.4 32.79 $0
Georgia 0.5 2615 1011
Tennessee © 0.5 41.28 945
Alahama, 0.6 2862 | 856
- Arkansas 0.6 34,13 988
Hentucky 6.8 43,73 1,004
Virginia, 1.0 51.16 1,252
Olklahoma 1.3 36.78 1.615
. Average . 0.6 $37.79 $1,056

As far as fertility of soil and ¢li-

mate are concerned Group B would .

seem to have the advantage. No-
tice, however, that the Vilue of
Farms Per Acre in-Group A is more

than twice that of the Value of
Farms Per Acre in Group B, and
that the Value of the Annual Pro-
duction Per Farm in Group A is
threec times that of the Value of the
Annyal Production Per Farm in
Group B.

These figures must be considered
in the light of several influencing
factors. One is that succeeding
waves of immigration have intro-
dueed new crops. Although a large
part of our present crops is irace-
able to the American Indian, we owe
much to the newcomers. The Span-
ish introduced the cultivation of ¢i-
trug fruits in Florida and Califor-
nia. Intensive marlket-gardening in
that state was developed by Orien-
tals, Armenians and Italians, Ger-
man and Swiss settlers established
the cheese industry in the west. Im-
migrants from Mediterranean areas
brought with them skills in olive cul-
ture, viniculture and the cultivation
of dates and figs.

Another factor  is that as new
uses for agricultural products and
improved methods of preservation,
processing and marketing were de-
veloped, the immigrant, because of
his knowledge of Old World meth-
ods of intensive. cultivation and con-
servative use of the soil, was in a
position to teke advantage of the
new modes of production.

J. L. Coulter in “The Influence of
Immigration. on Agricultural Devel-

.opment” writes; “The United States

has been spending millions of dollars
in introducing new plants, animals,
and methods of farming from other
countries, AL the same fime little

groups of foreigners such as the
Swiss of Wisconsin or later the
Italiang in some southern districts,
form.erly_thought of as the least de-
sirable immigrants, have seified in
our midst and put infc praetice their
home training which has resulted
in the establishment of great indus-
tries.” '
Although these iwo factors have
z definite bhearing on agricultural
conditions, they do not satisfactorily

- explain the disparity between ihe

two groups of states,

Malcolm, Keir gives us the answer
in his “Manufacturing Induostries in
America.” After pointing out that
the history of American agricutture
is closely tied up with the hisfery
of immigration, he shows that the
Dutch of New York, Swedes of the
Delawars River and Germang and
Quakers of Pennsylvania all were

‘better, more careful farmers than

the Pilgrims or Puritans.

As in colonial times, so it is to-
day. In the states which comprizs
Group A, the immigrant was freer
to settle. TFinding fewer prejudices
to overcome and a. more egual op-
portunity to use the land, he soon
became an integral part of the
community. The result wounld. have
been the same had the influx of
population been from any’. other
source, such ag a higher birth raie
or a lower death rate, .

New York, Massachusetts, Rhode
Island, Connecticut, New Jersey and
California all have thickly populat-
ed areas within their limits., It is
this population itself, through the
creation of a market, thal gives the
farms their value. As always, the
greater the population, the . greater
the wealth of the community—if ac-
¢ess to the land is possibie.
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SIDNEY J. ABELSON

' There is one basic. economic point
upon which everyone seems to agree.
It would appear that given such
a universal community of thought,
the problem of working out man-
kind’s economic saivation becomes a
matter of doing the obvious.

But such is not the case. For the
point of agreement is a junetion sr-
rived at from divergent sources, and
leading, consequently, toward div-
erging ends.  Radicals and conser-

vatives both ﬁﬂ'ree that this country
can produce more than its present
 néeds— it they arrive at this con-
¢lugion starting from different prem-
ises, and make proposals for imple-
menting it that would Ilead inevi-
tably to widely different results.

In “1940” (Viking Press, $2.75)
Jay Franklin, a former New Deal
executive, assures his readers: It
can be demonstrated that, on the
basis of present fechnology and
equipment, the real income of the
American people might be stepped
up -about 500 percent if the ‘profit
sgystem’ were abandoned,” The s0-
called conservative position, of
course, is quite the 'opposite: that
a re-invigoration of the “profit sys-
tem” iz the key to expanded produc-
tion. )

It is - interesting to observe that
both are right—assuming the term

“profit” is defined : satisfactorily.
The present “profit system,” -based
a8 it is on pyramided monopolies,
leads imevitably to eurtailed prsduc-
ilen and maldistribution of wealth.
On the other hand, a real profit sys-
tern in which sach man got the full
“profit” of his labor, would lead just

ag inevitably fo ever-increasing pro- .

ducion  and an equitable distribu-
tion of the product.

In congidering Mr. Franklin’s an-
alyses and proghostications it is well
i bear in mind that there are two
types of New Dealers: the Tolitica)
New  Doalers and the Sociological
New Deaiers; the former consisting

w - who are clinging to the
of & asnccessful political

general, and the latter comprising
those who sincerely -believe. they
have a program for the regemera-

~tion of America:- It is in the latter

category that Mr. Franklin belongs,

It must be said to his credit that
he writes frankly, avoiding the
hypocrisy of the Political New Deal-
ers- and of the more timid, or per-
haps more wily Sociclogical New
Dealers who seek- to sugar-coat the
fundamentally collectivistic Roose-
velt program. Mr. Franklin boldly
uses such words as collectivism, so-
clalism and buraucracy in (to him)
a4 favoradble sense to describe the ob-
Jectives of his political faith,

He would practically junk the
Constitution and welcoms “a Presi-
dential Government, a State with a
strong executive” and a - “rubber-
stamp” Congress. He states un-
equivocally that “national land-use
planning, with its necessary ingre-
dients of applied intelligence and
bureaucratic ¢ontrol must he inten-
sified and financed.” He helieves
with “Quick Transition” Browder
that “the shift from private owner-

.ship to socialism, if  discreetly div-
oreced from politics as we esmmonly -

understand politics, could be instan-
taneous ‘and alinost painless.” And
what is more he advocales such a
shift,

“1940” therefore is an honest but
erring hook. Tt is & hook which,
without calling it such, sets forth
the New Deal program as it really
is, undisguised - by vote-catching
camouflage. Though iany Demo-
crats who were forced intp the
Roosevelt fold by the political glam-
our .of the President may .seek to
deny these aims for the sake of
their local political representations,
the record of the Admtmstratlon is
too plain,

As for the future, these same po-
litical hacks who are ready to jump
on any bandwagon that seems to
be going places, may find the pres-
ent bandwagon turned infe an ex-
press train going too fast to per-
mit the chanece of jumping off. If
Mr. Franklin reveals correcily. the
temper of the Messiahs at Washing-
ton, we live in an ominous time.
He warns that. *those wha inherit

ithe powers, the problems, thé suc-.

vesses, and s fdilures of the New

s

* Deal must decide whether America

is 4o evolve in peace and order into
& smooth-running, tough-fibered, sat-
isfactory way of life for a wirile na-
tion, or whether we must come to
the promised land through a desert
of violence and privation”

Wil the Pelitical  New Dealers
bend to the messianic will of the
Sociological New Dealers and aid
in ereating a New Deal dictatorship 7
Or will fthey attempt the suicidal
effort of jumping off the fast ex-
press train to join up with the Re-
publican cause in the hope of help-
ing to preserve ihe status quo?  If
they find themselves finally between
the Devil and the Deep Blue Sea
they will awaken 0 a not too lonely
existence—they will have as com-
pany many American voters who al-
ready inhabit that lmbo,

EDUCATION FOR DEMOG{RACY. Bureau
of FPublications. Teachers College.  Co-
Iumbia University, $2.50. '

In August 1939 a Congress on Educa-
tion for Democracy at Teachers College
was Dparticipated in by educators and
laymen whose object was to wview the
application of the democratic principles
in the world foday and to discuss ways
.of insuring the practical progress of
these ideals. " This collection of address-
ez reveals the wide differences of opinion
concerding ‘*democracy’ held even among
people supposedly enjoying its benefits.
Perhaps Dorothy Canfield Figsher pre-
sents most clearly the fundamental ad-
vantage of the democratic Iidea—thst it
Turthers “that moral vitamin called ren
sponsibility™ in the individual.

While Miss Canfield eonfines her talk

principally to women, her statement that
in our compléx industrial sociely each
individual must do kis share of the sum
total of what meeds to be done or “di-
vigion ef labor i3 not an enriching but
an impoverishing device” iz applicable to
all people. She takes to task those who
would encourage & clasg of non-produc-
ing consumers in order to solve the *‘crux
of the late capitalistic phase''-—the Qif-
ficulty in distributing its products.
When there are large numbers of people
whe have. the ability to buy-buy-buy,
without producing-producing-producing,
they must have acquired that ability by,
diversion of the fruits of laber from
those who labor. Whether they be wo-
men who are recipients of gifts, or mors
diréct” holders 'of privilege in the eco-
nomic sphere, the task of the believers
in democracy is to educate individuals
fo be adults who see their responsibility
as producer-consumer. and not land-owl-
er-consumer, menopoly - holder-consumer
or government endowed-consumer,

“Husclsim neody ay the ouly mediom s_u'
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which it can work the return te infantil-
jsm of adults, the halt at infantilism of
growth in the young. It offers. certain
¢hildish, trivial rewards for the pragtice
of civié infantilism shd dependeiiée;. Te-
wards which . . . democracy cannot and
would not offer.
educate its peopte not to value these
childish rewards.”

Whether or not you cousider as “a, tri-
vial reward” the promise of fascism and
communism e provide woik for the
individual in accordance with a national
plan drawn Uup by the ruling cligue-—
these iwo ideologics promise and deliver
a crust to the worker who produces &
1oaf. Theoretically, democracy promises
the whole loaf; actually, a$ presently
operaling, Qemocracy allows its admirers
to keep of the loaf they produce that
which is left after reat and taxes are
fed respectively to whwarranted privilege
and seemingly insatizble governfen™:

FRIEDA WHHNES

¥ L3 L]

THE NEW GERMAN EMPIRI, by Franz
Borkenau. Viking Press, New York. $2.00.

No discassion of present-day Germany
is complete without some attempt to ar-
rive at a generalization, either economic
or philosophical, whigh will, firstly, re-
late German fotalitarianism to the phes-
omenon of totalitarianism geherally, and,
secondly, explain the idiom of this new
German iotalitarianism.

Dr. Franz Borkenau's analysis of Nazi
imperialistic technique in the countries
she dominates or hopes 1o dominate,
though informative, is of evanescent in-
terest, heeause it deals précisely with
that which ig accidental rather than es-
sential to the German “Reévolution.” FHe
attributes s primerily political znd only
secondarily ecomornic: motivation to Ger-
man expansion, And indeed it is frue
that the Nagzi bureaucracy is manipulat-
ing ‘labor and capital to swit its war

. orientation. Baut thé position of ihe
Jupkers is, still invilnerable; uor has
there been anhy attack In principle on
fundamental vested interests such as the
private vwherghip of tand. The explana-
tion - of this apparent -abomaly might
bring u¥ cloger {o an ‘understanding of
what iz new and what is old in the "Fag-
gist World Révolution.”

1t iz uifortunate that the sutho? at-
tempts tieither to trace the tremendous
. world-wide swing toward totalitarianism
to its couse, nor to explain the German
role ¢f Europe’'s enfant terrible in terms
of her historical backgreund. For this
réasoti, The New German Empire com-
pares unfavorably with & hook like Wal-
ter Lippmann's The Good Soeciety which
formulatés precigely such a rationaliza-
tiag, th the Light of which  inahy -of the
sasmingly confusing svents ef our rap-
idly meving world take on % new signi-
ficance.

HRELEN BERNSTEIN

Hence democracy must.

Books Recelved

yprkers on Relief. By CGrace Adams.
vale Umiversity Press. $3.00.

A peychiological stidy of men and woil-
en on ihe WA, with an explanaiion of
the theory behind work relief and its
set-up.

= * &=

Japar Among the Great Powers: A Sur-
vey of HWer International Telations, By
Seiji Hishida, Ph.D. Longmans, Green
& Ca. $3.50.

Japan's economic and internationat
problems analyzed higtorically and con-
temporansousty against a background of
seographic, political, mititaty and cul-
taral forces. With an Introduction by
the eminent jurizt, John Bassett Moore.

£ ¥ k4

Maw's Adventure in Government, By
mthan . Allen. Widland House,

A study of the history of government
in its relation to social progress, with
emphagis on thé struggle for self-govern-
ment.

* £ *

Woltanschawiitg, Scienee and Economy.
By Werner Sowmbart, Franslated from
the German by Philip Johhson. Veritas
Press.  $1.00. '

A philogophic study.

* & #

Rent Contrel in War and Feace. By
Edith Berger Drellich and Andree Emery.
National Municipsl League. 50 cents.

A review of legislative efforts here and
ahroad to control the remtal cost of living
guarters.

# * x

1 Confess. By Benjamin Gitlow. With
an Introduction by Max Hastman. E P
Duttotr and Co., Ine, $3.75.

“ihe truth abowt American Commu-

nigin’® told at length by an ex-Stalinist.

who once ran for Vice President of the
Tnited States on the Communist ticket.
’ t & &

Wealth, Welfare or War: The Changing
Role of Ecomomics in National Folicy.
Ry M. J. Boun, Intetnational Institute
of Titellectus! Cooperation (League of
Nations), Distributed by Columbia Uni-
versity Press. 75 cents.

The rise of economic questions as de-
terminants of governmental policy brief-
1y reviewed. :
- L E® o k]

The Assessieént of Property far Ad Va-
lorem Tax Purposes in Texas Clities, By
. . Teoepel. University of Texas.

Prineiples and practice of assessment
in The Lone Star State, including A Pro-
gram of Reform.

' £ w 0&

Heaven Speaks American. By Edgar
Wiggins Waugh. The Torch Press. $1.75.

A plea for “the principles of economic
democracy, social progress and inteliec-
tual freedom’” cast in the form of a sa-
tite on “superpatriéts wWhoe crusade
through owr land, farning the flames of
bigotry.”

The Treeman, Match, 19440

Sunday Lecture ¥orum

NEW YORK—The following iz a sched-
ule .of the lecture-forums io be held in
{he- Siudents Roci of the Heary Georde
Cehool of Soclal Science each Sunday afts
ernocn ot 4 P, M. There will be ho
charge and you are invited to iwihg your
friends.

March 3, Review of Walter Lippmann's
book *"The Guod Society.”

Speaker: Reginaid Zalles
March 10 Some Criticisms of Henry
George

Speaker: Arthur Seifl
Warch 17 Mercantilism and the New
Deal
Speaker: Sidpey J. Abelson
March 24 Easter Sunday—No Forum
Warch 2f Natural Resources in a Georg-
ist Economy
Spesker: Richard M. Connor

April 7 Speaker: Dr. H. B. Parkes.

- April 14 The Means as End

Speaker: Lancaster M. Greeng

April 21 Those Impractical Bnclaves
Speaker: M. B. Thomson

April 28 Speaker: Ralph Borsodi.

May 5 Review of Liomnel Robbing” book
“The Nature of Economic Theory”’
Speaker: Jules Guedalia

May 12 Review of H.- EB. Parkes’ book
“autopsy of Marxism” .
Speakei: M. J. Bernstein

May 19 Some Legal Aspects of Land
Vglue Taxalion
Speaker: Herbert Kanon

May 26 To be anrowiced Iaier.

St, Louis Blackout Blaes

Bombs have made many Europeans
oplackout” conscicus. But St Louis, a
city of wealth and culture, of slums and
poveriy, is “blackout conscious™ for ali-
gther reascn. Smoke! I

Smoke news, pictures, letters and edi-

“torials fill the papers. White tile build-

ings are practically invisable two blocks
away. From the upper floors of averdige
height - buildings people in. the sireets,
at eight in the moraing, can kardly be
seerl, Street lights are on, Autoists tukn
on lights not so mueh to see as to bhe
seen. ' -

Folks have been leaving St. Louls, if
they have the means to move. They
want “pink Iunged' children But prop-
erty owners can’t move their land so
eagily. Values are dropping and thers
are more sellers than buyers, The city
fathers are saroused, ag. they usually
are when * lanillofd’s - interests . are af-
Tected. ‘ :

‘Who likes the excdus from ihe smoke
and dirt of St. Louis? Well, there are
miles of lots out in St Touls County,
where utipotluted air can . bé-. inhaled,
and the ‘“welcome™ mat has been put
gut by speculatorsi—N. D.  Alper, st.
Louig, Mo.
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Thre
Correction ¥From London

I notiee in the November lssue of
The s aph headed “Eng-
Baned's : senrs’”  which indicates
thal  the  Brilish  government has  ex-
coptsd Iand from the thingy which it
muy iake for ihe prosscution of the war,
No o doubt  this has arisen
from Gournaiisis’ appreciate
1he eficet of the which has

" What ihe statuie, the Mmers
ers (Delenced Act, doe
that ‘‘Defonce  Reguls
authorise ¢iy 1lhe iakin
or conirol, on bhehalf of

cney Pow-
aciually say is
Mav ...,

possession
Majenty, of

any  properiy or undertaliing, 53)  ihe

acquisition on behall of Hiz Majesty of
any prope ofher than land.”

The effect of this is that in regard
to property genernliy ihe Goverament
has two aliernaii it may either take
possessionl . e. iuke the use for as long
as need be), or it may acmure (i s,

case of Iand; however, it
first alternative of taking po
he land and uging it for whe
pose it pleases.

There is thus no power of compulsory
purchase of iznd for emersenay (LS
during the war, of thiz an
doubt I8 to en > pranent o
avoid payine inrge ra ey
of compensation for fand bous

“Whare ihe Government {
gion of lawd, 1t
pay some rent for the
comipsnsalion  for  any
dana,

It is a precedent in legistation
int mind, The ¢ ot
owner of land remaing the
a4 would therefors be linbie to
s which might be impoged
of hig land.  Wher
s the dand, the
ot
3 ihe publie ig
i o the value
= H. Dovglas,

soanion oF
ver pur-

£
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Why Hellzapoppin’

In i Freeman I note
¥ou urate statistics, or
evon or: the subject of
incos

e BIO ALY

T thst oef
Bave o ¢ ihe analysis of the
5 reventes of manufacturing indusg-
in ihe Uniied States, which ever

¢ Fhrest of the census. “Lahor,”

I sm wondering if’

N bes besn annyally ccompiled”

of Washington, has von various - sccasions
in the last few years 'p_ointed ‘out that
the fotal of salarics and wages Has . in
all that time not wvaried from between
15 and 17% of ‘the {oial returns. That
is, on the average, almost exacily one-
sixth goes into the wages pocket.

Now, as Henry Goeorge points out, in
normal times, of the annual wealth pro-
duelion over and zbove. what renf ab-
sorbs, about cne-half tends to go as
wages and hualf as interest. If that is
true, to wit that kihetie labor ang canned
labor tend 1o divide 1hat surplus-over-
rent, more o less cvenly between them,
then it follows that in your Republic (as
in any highly-industrialided and mechan-
izad modern nation) labwr and capital to-
zather get only one-third of the annual
waalth produced, lesving two-thirds (if
nai now 70 per cent), ‘to go as tribute
o “‘the last great sovbber who takes all
that is left.” ’

What wonder there's helleg~poppin’ in
this dying civilization of ours, now grown
g0 pwirid {rean social injustice that it
amells to heaven! - Jag, B. Dickson, Ot-
tawa.

“Single Taxer” Retorts

The letter of Mr. Mather Smith, of’

Johannesburg, printed in February's is-
sue, is illuminating as to labor and stum
conditions in that ¢ity, but it does not
deal with the real pointg at issume. Mr.
Sandy Wise rightly claims. that the ideal
for which Georgists gsiand is the collec~
tion of thé economid rent 100%. That is
what Mr. B, A. W. Lucad wanted a quar-
iter century ago, bul was unable to ob-
tain, not only from his immediate Tabor
colleagues, bBui from the government of
the Transvaal and of Solith Africe as
wrell.  The most that could be had wasm
the statutory Hmit f 7s. In the pound on
asgessed land valuss or 2% 9, i.e. 25
miils, '
- Now, New York (ity, which Mr. Wise
talkes into comparison, is not able to fur-
nish its civic services for 256 mills, nei-
ther could Johannesburg. . ThHat is un-
doubtedly why special charges are Ie-
vied, outgide of the.lax rate, for sewer-
age and sanitary services, The taking
of half & loaf when vou can’t get the
whole is justifiable and-no 100 pér center
should taunt another faliow (feorgist for
vielding principles vwhen that is not the
case, No principles are yielded and the
partial 'system is a closer approach 1o
Justice.

The exemption of buildings from taxa-
tion, which is the municipal phase of
the Single Tax, can stand on its own
merits. It does not penulize the im-
prover or deter huilding; it distributes
the tax’ load more squitably: as between
business areas and residence’areas. (To-
ronto’s residence arqcas  would save §8.-
000,000 a wyear in municipal tz{-_}ies if we
were on the Sydney, N. 8. W., system
today.}

-Mr., Mather Smith's gu:
ag an articla in Janusr

shouid be,
wd “and
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Liberty” points out, with the statutory
Iimit placed on the rate which prevented
Single Tax, so-called, from being fully
applied. Flis quarrel alsc is with those
members of Johannegburg's Council who
Go not have'their economies on straight
—despite Mr. Smith’s efforts to teach
them better. .

As one of thoge from Canada who ques-
tioned hoth the caption and the argu-
ment of Mr. Wise’s August article, and
as representing a country which Tias made
conziderable strides in the applicatioh of
e economic rent to pihblic Gzes, along
the lines followed by Johannegburg and
Gther places which exempt Improveisenis
—a situation not fo bhe found on . your
side of the' boundary~I stand for the
Tactual and ethical consideration of the-
matter.

Furthermore, I consider it poor taste
on the ‘part 'of The Frekman to gibe at
“Single-taxers” (using ‘duote = rharks).’
'That may be smart, but it is a slur hoth
on Henry George -and his memory and
on those offhig followers ;who have, un-
der that name, kept the fight going for
more than half a century.—Herbert T.
Owens, Toronto, Canada.

Agrees With Nock

Albert J. Nock has completely justi-
fied his use of ths term “Educable Elite,”.
That there iy.guch an elite we all kaow,
and we know, too, that it is to be fouund-
among, nien and women in every “cl )
in soclety and zll grades of so-called@ el
ucation.”” I believe, (oo, that it iz far
more numerous-than most of us helieve.

It requires no. “powerful’” intel
understand the Georgist philosop!
ceonomic freedown, but it does. requ
clear mind, one that is not muddled with
false  concepls of economie. relutions.
Arong sc-ealled “educated’” peopls iheir
reputed - knowledge—their very mis-edu~
cation—is often a fatal barrier zgainst
their absorption ¢f economic trath. There-
fore' did Josh Billings sagely remark:

‘¥t iz better not To know so many
things than to know so many things ihat
ain’t g0.”

Apropos of which is the reply which
the late Willis J. Abbot made to me at
the funeral of Ienry George when I ex-
pressed tegrét that George had no ¢ol-
lege. dégiec:

“My God, Mr. Bell, never say it, If
BEenry George had ever gone through a
urtiversity, alt that marvelous philosophy
would have been. educated out of him!™”
—Stephen Bell, New Jersey.

Poor Boys

- might suggest to Glenn Foover
(who "took issue with Mr. Geigers ar-
ticle “Sex is -Not a Problem,” in The
Fieeman) that poverty may have had
something to do wiilh I o Hutten's
matrimonial difficuliis poverty of
her suitors—FPau! B Nolting, Springs
field, Mo,
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| NEWS OF THE

If You Want to _Find Santa Clans

Write Letters to the Editors -

Years ago a litile girl was taunted by
doubts as to whether or not Santa Claus
really and {ruly existed. 8o, she sat
down and wrote a Jetter to the Now
Tork Sum, and at some iime or another
many an aduii has thrilled to the reply
in the editorial columns,

Sueh was the power of a simple, but
gincers, lettér to the editor of one of
New TYork’s great newspapers. So, it

- doubts ever assail you coucerning the
‘efficacy of writing letiers to editors,

think of the little girl who rated an edi-
torial column in reply to hers.
# % %

Jobn T. Giddings, of Bast Providence,
R. L, crashed through with two letlers.
Mr. Giddings knows his fundamental
economics and iz aleri enotgh to discuss
topies of contemporary jnterest. Thus
the Evening Bulletin ran onc of his let-
ters comcerning a soiution to the class
war which is developing in this country.
His other letter, published in the Journal,
was a discussion of trade barriers.

‘fPhis short lelter appeared ‘in the New
York Daily News: “The day is coming
when. the people will have to choose
petween two doctrines. It will be Ienry
George’s single tax or Karl Mar<s Com-
munism—one or the other. {(Signed)
George Lloyd.””

Too few are the letters from people
familisr with agricultural problems, 50
§t is a «listinet pleasure to Teceive one
by C. J. Lavery, M. D., from an Omahe,
Meb., newspaper {no name inciuded),
which decried fhe burden of excessive

Edited by Sandy Wise'

land values and government activities on
‘armers.

Walter A, Verney, of Roslindale, Mass.,

has @ concise letter in which he shows
that increasing taxation would eventually
reduce ug fo serfs gupporting a bureau-
cratic sect.

From Ada ¥. Schafer, Omaha, Nebras-
ka, coples a letter offering, as a solution
to a tax aispuie about homes, the appli-
eation of a full lapd value tax and the
release of ali buildings from taxation.
It was published in the Omaha  World
Herald. '

John €. Condon, of Oak Park, Iilinois,
forwards a letter published in the Oak
Leaves, his home town newspapser, in
which he makes a Dplez for fundarmental
economics,

A letter published in the Rural New
Yorker, a Iarm paper, gnd signed B. L.
., has been sent in’by Harry Blanck of
New York. The letter continues and ex-
pands amn editorial discussion on the
evil effects of monopolies on farmers;
the writer refers to the HGSSS.

From the Wall Street Journal comes 2
clipping bearing the signature of J.
Rupert Mason, of San Franeisco, Calif.,
who agrees with ifs editorial- advocating
¢ reduction in local tax rates in New
Jersey. But, writes My, Mason, no re-
duetion on the tax rate on land, which
would raise the eost of land and ensour-
age speculation. . .

The Freeman is grateful to all who send
clippings of their letters, but requests
that names of newspapers and dales of
publieation be given.

Ontario News

ap,. CATHERINES, Ont.—On  Janpuary
23 the closing meetig of the group wlhich
has been meeling under the teadership of
Herb RBrownlee of Hamilton took the
form of a dinner at which a goodly dele-
gation from Hamilton was present. Presi-
dent J. H. L. Patterson of Torohto, €On-
ducted an aninated question period, andl
Secretary Herbert “Owens. of Tgronte al-
so participated. A new class is sched-
ule¢ to open here in Mareh.

OBHAWA, Ont—On Janbary 26 a class
opened in Oshawa at the (Genoshs, Hotel
under the leadership of Meredith Mof-
fatt. 8. W. Hall and Jack MeBride, of
Toronte, addressed the gathering.

TAMILTON, Ont—On January % a
new study zroup openéd at the Y. w. C.
A, under the icadership of Roberl Wynne,
Herpert Owens, of Toronto, addressed
the gathering on vPaying for the Waz,”

TORONTO, Ont.—A class in “Progress
and Poverty,” meeling at the heme’ of
Wrnest 3. Farmer, opeued oi Fanpary S

Georgist Book Distribution

NEW YORK--Six hundred snd thirty-
nine’ copies of “Progress and Poverty,”
one hundred and- fifty coples of ““Pro-
tection or Free Trade,” and eighty copies
of olher books wers sold to students at-
tending the opening of the Bpring term.
The growing number of “‘second hang’’
Dooks—books loaned by former students
t0 mnew ones—has some effect on new
sales, but also indicates a wider read-
ing of Georgist beoks in circulation.

To the above figures on sales must be
added a considerable number of hooks
loaned to indigenl oT high school stu-

dents, or sold on a pay-as-you-can hasis.

On to Westchester County
PLEASANTVILLY, N Y~~Two classes
in Fundamental Eoonomics were started
last month by R. M. Connor and Ira
Weiss. These Weasichester classes are
peld every Wednesday night and have
upproximately “SB studedts vach.
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CRUSADE FOR ‘ECO'NOM'IC ENLIGHTENMENT,

Dr. Walter Mendelson

Dr. Walter Mendelson, one of ihs buit
beloved of the “old timers,” died on Jan-
uary 20, in the city in which Tie was
born, Germantown, Pennsylvania.

Tducated at Columbia Univers
College of Physicians and Surgeons (ot
which he was later to becoms
and in lLeipzig, Germany, he pr
medicine i Mew York for foriy woars,
retiving  some eighieen years ago.

It wag through his prother-in-law Au-
gust Lewis, to whom “The Brience of
Political Ecomomy” was later dedi w1l
that Waiter Mendslson became the { jer
and follower of Henry  Georse.
the philosopher broke. down frony overs
work, in 1890, Dy, - Mendelson was 0ne
of the physicians chiled®im consal
Tn 1897 he was one of ‘the four P
who. told Henry George that he
the strength to go through the mayoraily
campaign. .- R S
- When as 2 small girl I girgt ssw DT
Mendelson I was - struck by his likennss
ta the pictures: of Jesus. SBomsthing
abowt the broad brow, the finely el
features and the small, lightish boazrd
recalled the paintings of mediacval mas-
ters. Possibly this likeness, tial 1 was
aver conscious of, dimmed with the ¥ ears,
but ceriginly there was 2 gpiritual growih
in nim thai was marked-—an jancy light,
steady - and strong. A memboer of the
Society of Friends, he had a Quaker's
patience, and an understanding .ot weak-
ness—alpeit & husky hatred of ihe false.

He seemed not to age as itimo qront
on, but to allow me te assume e yoars
and to grow old to him, that 1 wight
get to know him pettor, His hwari re-
mained young. He was a man of greal
wisdom "and of wide and diversifiad oul-
ture, and his ability to comverse (s Inr-
flung  subjects, with a fins choics of
words, was a delight to hig {riends,

A true physiciun, his entrapco into the
sick-room seemed 1o drive  pain out,
Small wonder that, with nls understand-
ing of the physical, mental and spiritual
jllz of his many patients, he turped o
the study of the ills of the Body Polilic
and the search for their cure. and the
diagnosis of Fenry- George and the trest-
ment he had preseribed, Walter Mendel-
son found right.

ANNA GEORGE DE MILLI.

ik,

Two Omaha Classes

OMAHA, Neb.—According Lo H. ¥ Sar-
man, extension secretary, B. G Chris-
tensgen is teaching the class in Fundar~
mental Beonomics this Spring. A cleds In
the Principies of International Trade I3
being conducted by V. B.. David: -Mr.
David recently addressed a group of ‘stu-
dents at Omaha University on. “ilenry
George oonemics,” ’
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A Jad-of :18:was . studying economics in
@ Chicago: high school: thirty-eight years
ago, His teacher “was not an ordinary
teacher of economics for he inspired his
stuglents - with an extraordinary passion
Tfar great social truths.

The lad of that period is today treas-
urer of the Chicago - Extension of the
HGEHESS. His teachdr is president of the
Extension.

The lad: Max M. Korshak. The teach-
er: Hiram B, Loomis,

Max M. Korshak was born in Chiecage.
April 15, 1884, Graduating from Medill
High School in 1302, he received his L1..B.
in 1808 and his LIL.,D. in 1809, both from
John Marshall Law School.

Mr. Korshak was admitted o the Bar
in 1809 and maintained a private law
practice until 1911, From 1911 to 1915
he served as Assistant Corporation Cotn-
sel for the City of Chicago. In 1931 he
wis appointed ‘Master in . Chancery of
the Circuit: Court of Cook County, a posi-
tion whlch he_has he]d until the prssent
date.

In 1902 Mr..Korshak married Miss Jes-

sie R. Missner. They have four chii-
drem, all- married, énd eight grandchil-
dren.' His two sons are =lso la wyers and
devotees of Henry ‘George.
" The' progress of the-Cliicago FExiension
iz due inmno small part. to Mr. Korshak's
counsel “as.a trustee and-to his offers to’
mateh: cqptributions -at commencements.

Holland on Map-

GRONIGEN, * Holland-The Dutch ex-
fension ¢f the HGSSS was opened here
en January 8, with seventeen  stydents,
ungder the leadership- of Councillor H.
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Spring Campaign to Break Through
The Line of Economic Ignorance

NEW YORf(mA tm.a{ of T clagses,
comprising mors than 1800 students, in-
angurated the Spring term of the FGSSS
during the week of February &

There are 15 classes for.adults in Fun-
damentai Reonomics meeting every day
in the wesk, except Saturday, at 5:30,
and 25 classes aft 8 P.M. On Saturday
there are 2 clagses from 1§ fo 12 AM,
and four from 2 to 4 P.M.

There are six classes for high school
students only; four evening classes, and
ore eack on Baturday morning angd atter-
noon, !

In the advanced courses, there are 8
Part II classes (“Protection or TFree
Trade’” and ‘‘Science of Political Heon-
omy”, 2 in Principles of Social Puolicy
(**"Democracy vs. Socialism’) and 1 class
in Advanced Social Policy (‘“Philesophy
of Henry George” and “Feonomic Basig
of 'fax Reform’). Also there iz a
course in composition, an advanced course
in writing, a course in public speaking,
a currenf{ events discussion group and
two teachers training classes.

There is no better indication of the

growing interest in the principles of fres-
dom thanr the foregoing list of rclasses.
An actual index to the progress of the
Schdot iz the expansion of the Pgrt 1T
section of the curriculum. Degpite the
fact thaf these courges are open only to
those who have completéd “Progress and
Poverty,” the c¢lasses ncreasé in nnm-
het' and students each term. All other
advanced courses can he taken only by
students who have finished Part 131,

Another significant fact, ascertaincd
from enrollment statistics, is that  the
efforts of volunteer “student getters’ are
very potent. ‘Towards the end of the pre-
ceding term a number of teachers and
students distributed cards,  announcing
the new term, at strategic public points,
and from this digstribution has corhe s
nimber of students. Another sowrce of
students is the lectures arranwed by Por-

othy SBara.

Enrollment statisties reveal that an in-
creasing number of college graduates take
the course; many students state that the
School was recommended 10 them by col-
lege professors.

Kolthelz. Interest aroused by this first Abel Brink

class has resulted in demand for another
one in Gronigen, Dr. M. A. Lindenburg,
it iz reported, plans {o organize a class
at the Hague, and Dr. B. J, Kanis will
conduct one in Stolwijk.

No Blackout of Truth

“Study Economicg at Home During the
‘Blackout’ -—is the heading of an ad-
vertisernent of the HGSSS of London,
England, which appeared in the *‘Cardiff
and Suburban News' of Cardiff, Wales.

The news columns of “Land and Lib-
erly'” indicate that the war has inter-
Tered considerably witih the work of the
School, forcing cur Hpglish friends to
coneentrate on the gorrespondence course.

Faculty Dinner :

-NEW YORK—Sixty-six instructors at-
tended the facuity dinner Friday night,
February 2, at the Madison Sguare Hotel,

The guests heard -Divector Frank Chod-
orov mound the Keynote for the coming
term, The gist of his talk was that teach-
ers must insist on more diligent reading
by the-students. : Those students in whom
we are interested are the ones who siudy
the assigned lessons: Those who 40 not
we can dispense with,

Comments on:  msthods by various
teachers, and -an  illustrated leeture on
the Dale Carnegie: gystam of seh:ng com-
plefed the: pro“ram.. :

Peqmred R&admfr

NEW WIL'\‘IIVGTON Pa Tt is mter-
esting to note Lhd.t “Progress and Poy-
erty” is required readmg in two courses
conduéted at Wegtminster College by
Dr. R. Bingham Duncan.

‘Sad news from Denmark reports the
deaih, last month, of Abel PBrink, one
of the leading disciples of Henry George
in. that country. As, editor of GRUND-
SKYLD, organ of the Danish Henry
{reorge Association, as . speaker, writer,
worker, Mr, Brink was well-known among
Georgists in Penmark and other ecoun-
fries. His death, in the early fifties,
is a severe less to the cause.

A few years of his young manhood
were spent in the United States, work-
ing on a farm in the West He went
back to Denmark, studisd at the Uni-
versily, enfered Government service. In
1920 he became a member of the zovern-
mental Valuation Commission, undseta
ing the special task of Land Valm.tion.
A gmall, siight, quiet mam, nevex' push-
ing h]‘nselt forward, Iackmg in so-called
personal nagnetism,” he soon bec(mae
all-important in the fme work done by
onir Danish friends.

GRUNDSKYLD,  amid many Dbltuar'y

articles. “hy his fellow-Georgisis, tells that ¥

not .long before:his death Mr,: Brink ex-
pressed the wish to have carved -on his
gravestone the words: THE LAND: FOR
THE PEOPLE: A group of his friends,
led Dy Mr. J. L. Bilrer, are taking
up 4 colle¢tion to’ have this wish ful-
filled. - . = .Gl 1. COLBRON

Correspondence Course

NEW YORK-——During "the year endmcr
December 31, 1939, mqu'imes received by
the Coirespondéncd ™ Coursé Depaﬂment
totalied 6,472, Of these 2,764 enrslled,
1,073 bouwht coples of “Progress and
Foverty,” and 439 answered the ten les-
son papers. A total of 6,663 lssson pa-

pers were roceived, coorrected and an-

swered during thé year.
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“Speakers Burean Beports

Mizs Dorothy Sara, Secretary .ol Speak-
ers Bureaw, reports the fa‘.llowmf- engage-
‘menty:

Jan, 25—William ~ H. Quasha at Sea
Gate Youth Group, Brooklyn, on “The
Edwcational Approach to Democracy.”

Jan. 25—Jules A. Guedalia at Xiwanis
Club of Williamsburg, Brooklyn, on “Ap-
plying Principles to Practice.”

Jan. 26—TLouiy Wallis at N. ¥. Lum-
bermen’s Association, Grand Central Ter-
minal, on “Lopsided Taxation'

Feb, 110 P.M—Leon Arpin at Church

. of Qur Lady of Perpetual Help, Breok-
iyn, on “The HGSSS and Catholic Ac-
tion.™

Feb, 2—Morris Van Veen at Work-
men’s Circle Branch No, 650-E, Brook-

- Iyn, on “Tnternational Trade Relations.”

" Feb. 7T—C. O. Steele, M. 8. Luyrio, and
Robert Chananie at Federation of Archi-
tects, Engineers, Chemists and Techni-
‘cians, in discussion on “Bffects of Tech-
nological Improvement on Employment.’”

Feb. 8—Louis Wallig at Queens County
Bankers Association, Forest Hills, on
“private Enterprise—The Most Precious
Economie Force in Civilization.”

Feb, 9—Emanuel Choper at Workmen's
Circle Branch 3-¥, Brooklyn, on "L.op-

sided Taxation.”

Feb. Il—Benjamin W, Burger at Man-
hattan Beach Jewish Center, Brooklyn,
of “Edﬁt:ation—the Path to Econ_omic De-

muMTacy.’”

" Feh, 15-Lancaster M. Greene at Ameri-
esn Businessmen's Ciub, Hlizabeth, N. J.,
on “Heonomic Causes of War.”'

Fob, 17—Morris Van Veen at Royal
Arcanum Veterans Association, Brooklyn,
on “Depression—Its Cause and Cure.”

Feb., 20—Benjamin 'W. Burger at Canar-
sie Board of Trade & Chamber of Com-
merce, Brooklyn, on “Taxation—the
Homeowner's Penally.”

Teb. 20--Reginald M. Zalles at Luth-
eran Church of the Good Shepherd, Wee-

hawken, N. J., on “Preserving Our De-
mocracy.’”

Feb. 25--Harry Haase at Community
Church, 550 W. 110 8t., New York, Dig-
eussion Group, on “Infer-State Tariif
Barriers.”

ADVANCED DATES BOOKED

Feb, 27—Lancaster M. Greene at Paint
& Allied Trades Group of N. Y, Credit
Men’s Assoc., on “‘Prosperity—What
Causes It

Febh, 28—Jules A Guedalia at Heighis
Jewish Club, N. Y., on *“‘Depression--i8
Cause and Cure.”

Teh, 20—Arthur M. Seiff at Bronx
House, N. Y., on “Economic Causes for
Anti-gemitism,”

Mar. 1—Robert Clancy at Congregation
Derech Emoench, Arverne, L. I, onm “The
Depression and the Iulure American
Home.*

Mar. 1—Dr. 8. A, Schneidman at Bay-
gide Jewish Center, L. L, oD “‘Depres~
sion—Its Cause and Cure.” -

Mar. 5—Miss Grace Isabel Colbron at
Wash, ITig, Chapter of Women's Ameri.

can Ort, N, Y., on. *Youth and Pemoc-
racy.”

Mar. 6—Louis Wallis at Kiwanis Club
of Highland Park, Brooklyn, on “Lop-
sided Taxation.”

Mar, 10—C. O. Steele at The Group,
Hotel Ansonia, N. Y., on “Youth's Hope
in Democracy.”

Mar. 14—TLouis Wallis at Rotary Club,
Paterson, M. J,, on “Lopsided Taxation.”

Apr. 17—Miss Grace Isabel Colbron at
Mamaroneck Wormen's Club, Mamaroneck,
N. Y., on “What Iz Democracy?”

May 2—Louls Wallis at J aroaica Wom-
en’s Club, L. I., on “Private Enterprise—
The Most Precious Kconomic Foreg in
Clvﬂlzatlon

Fo

Long Isla,nd Extension

In ‘“Fundamentsl Eeonomics and  So-
cial Philosophy™” 3 Long Island exten-
sion classes, under the leadership of Dr.
&. A. Schneidwan, have been inaugurated
as follows: .

Mondays, 7:46—2 clusses at Andrew Jack-
son High Schorl, 115th Avenue and
Cross Island Blvd,, St. Albans. In-
structors, Benjamin W. Burger and Jo-
seph J, Perrini,

Tuegdays, 8:00—At P.5. No. 108, 213th
Street and 92nd Avenue, Queens Vil-

Room No, 208, Instruetor, Dr.

Wednesdays, 7:45-2 classes at Jamaica
" High School, 163th Street and Gothic

Drive, Jamaica. Imstructors, Willlam
H. Quagha and M. B. Thomson.
Wednesdays, - 8:00--At Highland Park

Y.M.C.A., 570 Jamaica Avenue, Brook-

ivn. Instructor, John Luzton.

Thursdays, 7:46-9:1F P.M.—At Sewanhaka
High School, Tulip and Stewart Ave-
nues, Floral Fark, Instructor, David
Hiller, :

Thursdays, 8:80—At the home of Byron
T. Conrad, 24%-01 87th Avenue, Belle-
tose Manor., - Insiructor, Harry Haase.

Fridays, 8:00—Ai the Flushing Y.M.C.A.,
133-46 MNorthern Blvd.,, Flughing. In-
structor, Harry Iioase,

Plans are under way for classes in the
PBrooklynr Fthicgl {twfture School, Cedar-
hurgt; the Bast Midwood Jewish Center,
Brooklyn; Freeport, ¥orest Hills,

. C. Graduaie Rditor

INDEPENDENCE, Alaska — When
Georgism bears fruit it seems to be par-
ticularly tush, as can be witnessed in the
first copy of Frontier, 4 32 page maga-
gine devoted 1o Alagka and territorial
problems. Bui whut lends Frontier par-
tiomlar interest is the fact that it was
conceived and produced by Jim Busey,

a - eorrespondence ©couUrse graduate. Mr.

Busey is a vindivaior of our correspond-~
snce ¢ourse, for hisre in the pages of
Yrontier are analyses and inferprefstions
of matters pertaining to Alaska done with
an incisive CGeorgist point-oi-view. The
Trrontier sells for $2.00 & yeas
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Sixteen in New Jersey

tion campzign in New Jerzoy unden lhe

direction of Miss Teresa McCarthy o

sulted in sixteen classes in Fundam

Feonomics - and Social Philegophy, as s

ed below. The opening session is ingdi-

cated by date.

1. ‘Weeguahic High School, Newark, MN.J.
Tuesday, Jan. 16, at 8 P.M.

2. ¥.M.C.A., 126 Park St, Montu]::;ir
Monday, February i9, at 3 P

2, Y.M.C.A., 182 Jefferson St.,, .Poerth
Amboy '
Monday, February 1%, at %30

4, ¥, M,C.A., 125 Main 3t., Ovs )
Monday, February 19, at 8 P.M,

5. Morrsli High School, 1253 Clinton
Ave., Irvington
Tuesday, February 20, at 7 ' M.

6. Public Library, XKearney & Garfield
Aves,, Kearny ’
Tuesday, February 20, at 7:30

7. Freg Yublic Library, é;‘i 43rd St
Union ity -
Tuesday, February 20, ai V:30

8. Memorial High School,

© West Now York
Weodnesday, February 21, at 8 F.M.

¢ Public Library, %0 Broad St., Bloom-
fieid
Weadnesday, February 21st, at 7:30

10. ¥.M.C.A., 185 Madison Ave., Hlizabeth
Waodnesday, February 21, at 8 P.M.

11, Dower Presbyterian Church, Black-
well 8, Dover., :
Tussday, February 27, at 7:30

12. North Arlington High. School,
Road, North Arlington
Taursday, February 29, at 7:30

13, T.M.C.A., 360 Main St., Hackensack
Thurgday, Febifuary 29,"at 8:00 P.M.

14, Lincoln Park School, Lincoin Park
Friday, March 8, «t 8 P.M.

15, Y.M.C.A,, 128 Ward St., Paterson
Wednesday, March 6, at 8 P.M,

16. Pompton Piains School, FPompton
Plains
Thursday, March T at 8 P14,

52l Park Ave.,

Bidge

Fast Bay Extensibn

BERKELEY, Cal.—In addition to the
gix classes in Fundamentzl Teonomics
and Social Philesophy listed below, this
extension will offer two classes in Prin-
ciples of International Trade. Miss Hel-
en C. Wilson will comduct one at her
home, %34 Santa Barbara Road, and Miss

., Helen C. Penbigh will conduct the other

at the Alden Library, Oakland.
Tues.—Qakland ' H. §., Park Bivd, at
Fopking.
Tues.—Albany . 8.,
bany.
‘Wed.—Y.M.C.A., 200L Ailston, Berkeley.
Thurs.—Y.M.C.A., Telegraph at Hobart,
Qakland. ’
Thurg.—Technical H, 8., Broadway sut
43 St
" Thurs.—Arlington Fellowship, 264 Ar-
lington, Berkelgy.

602 Fomora, AR




