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¥ TE.L.

Dear Reader:

There is ome activity I earnestly recommend to all
Georgists -~ and that 1s letter writing, especially
letters to editors. ‘

Ts1s remarkable how high Is the percentage of letters
‘4o editors that are printed, Thisg is- probebly not true ol
gient circulabion magazines . like 1ife, but it is true of
most city dailies. They are glad to haear from readers,
and not nearly enough readeTs express themselves 1n writ-
ing. o

) vou will often spot something in the pepers that will
give you an opening for & Georgist letter. Tauallys &
chort letter that responds to something which appeared In
the paper, and thatb 1s to the point, will get printed.

Occasionally you will see & mention of Henry George.
Don't by-pass this opportunity to tell the editor you werse
glad to aee George mentioned. If the mention is wmfavor-
ebls, & cogenbt reply whuld be in orders

Friends often send bto the School elippings that men-
tion George, or taXes, OT the land question, auggesting .
thet we reply. Some of ths items sen®t in do merit an
snawer from the Henry George dehool - but often the item
ecould just as well be smswered by the friend who spotted
it. '

. 1r you see a news item you think should be snawered,
why not sit righit down and writa s letber to the edltor?
We'd be happy tc see both the clipping and a copy of your
reply._. We maight s$11l answer, bubt if welre too prassad
for time, 1% has at least been answered slready. Some
friends hesitate to write a letter because they ars too
moedest about their ability to reply. Bub even & modess
‘reply is 211 right, so long as i is prompt. By the time
wo get the item end by the time we zet a chance 1o reply,
itts often too latbe. .

If, for instanece, you see¢ an ibem classifying Henry
George 835 a sociallst, you can gimply write the editor
something like this: "Henry George was not a socialist.

He believed in a free economy and was opposed to soclalism.”
Yot somse friends send us such items, Feeling that they are
not qualified to replyl )

. 8o I hope you'll get your pem busy end try out some
letters to editorsl ' Y v

Sincerely,

Rebert Claney




ALUMM  ISEETINGS

Hungarian Freedom Pighters in aotion at Pebtuary mesting,

¥or detalls see "Jcene Around™ page of this iasgne.
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Yhe Sues Qunestion from & professor's point of view was pr
presenﬁed to the Alumni at the Maroh mesting by Dr. ﬁor-
wood Ressell Hanson. He 18 an American eitizen who has
been iiviong and teachihg in England for over tén years.

Photo of Dr, Hanson i{s in lower right hard vorner.
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BOGMA M 2 ECOMOMICS ' &, 7. 60 MEE

J. Langmead Oasserly, sn Snglish churclmen, i1s ths suthor
of an sbzoTbing book sntizled "The Bent World (Oxfoxrd
University Prsss-1955), which is an anslysis of Communi sm,
Capltatiam, snd Modern Soclety as seen from a Christian's
point of view.

The sontenta of the entire book are of inbterest, but ths
purnose hers is bto swmarize the thesls of one particulsr
chapter, that has significonce, for the purposes of evalua—
tion at lsast, te students of economies.

The thesls of this chapter is:- the undeairability ol dogma
or ultimste prinelples in economing. Dr. Casserly asserhs
at once, that dogma is permigeible and nscessary when &HOh-
cerned with ulsimates and finalitises, for, if thers are any

;.bsolute values, of necessity, they must be degmaiic in
oML,

Christian dogmas, he thinks, are in ths rsalm of the shEs-
lute, but te m intain that secular, sccial relabions with
human adjustments, In an ever changing world can have &
dogmatic form, 13 emphatlcally inapprepriats.

Certainly economic docitrines, the author states, ars non-
dogmatic. History soqualnts us with a large number of 4if-
ferent sconomic systems, some of which have elements of
merit or demerit, bub none of which are complstely satls-

factory.

If there are no perfect ecomomic systems, then. says Dr.
Casserly, there are no perfect economic principles. . The
outstanding claim to finality and perfection is made by the
cormunilst theorists - and there is little to gain by advanc-
ing verbal claims for perfection by thoze who Tavor demo-
eratic principles. ’

Moreover, the author belleves that the age-long controver-

. sles between those who believe in absolute values and those
who believe in pragmetism is a SPuriouns and unrewarding de-
bate. Rather, hs says, it is the task of the philosopher tec
distinguish a Pealm of the absolute and a realm of the prag-
matic. : . i

There are no economlc ends - so proceeds the argument - only
economic means to desirsble social ends, What is expedient
for one type of economy may not be so in another set of cir-
cumstances. The author points out that the concept of an
asbsolute, economic system as a wniversal pattern to all forms
of society is in fact the core of the Marxian philosophy.
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The basic error in the assumpbtion that there is a set of

-absolute economie principles 1s this: Seience, aays Dr,
Casserly, 1s not a quest for the absolute (would we in

. Tact know sn gbgolute 1f we found 1t?) but a search for
more adedquate interpretation of facts from & less adequats

" interpretation, We simply describe phenomens with the

present knowledge at our disposal.

Using the theory of market egquilibrium as an example, the
guthor concludes that this 1s simply a statement of what
happens in a given situation, but it is not a deseription
of what happens universally, or in any conceivable aitus-
tion, .

The situation that Dr, Casserly describes =eems related to
the position of the modem economists, sespeclally the dis-
senters to the classic economic system which still 1s a
point of departure in cconomiec controversy. They oo hold
that we should concentrate on observing mnder what parti-
cular conditlons their recommendations are expedient, and
under what conditlons they are Inexpedient. Are there
gltuations when soelalistie devices bring an advantage?
{not transient but lasting we hope} Is free enterprise
always feasible and desirable?

Such In brief ig a simplified swmary of Dr, Casserliyt's
challenge to the proposition that economies is a science,
Rebuttal anyone?

A Film About Henry George’s Philosophy
CAN YOU WRITE THE SCRIPT?

4t the March Faonlty Meeting, Misse V,.J .Peterson,{centar)
and Mr. George Proctor, {lower right hand cornper), pub-
"iicity man for the contest annoanced that podential
anthors are bheing given an opportuonity to displey their
- talents in connsotion with making a Georglst motlon
plotors. .

:LAND VALUE TAXATIOR .

Mr. -Bronson, {left hand cormer) ‘who has been making
& survey of land valoes ln 4pnstrallas gave & comprehen-
sive report &t March Facolty meeting.
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| dreamed | had o million dollars and need never werk again.

4 | thought of all the things | could now do because | had a
million bucks. | would have the fancizst food money could buy.

7 | would buy a fine house. Only the sportiest and most expensive
* automobile would suit me from now on. Clothing? Only the richest
and finest would ever cover me again. Oh, | was in clover
all right. My fondest wishes had come true.

4 Inmy dream | dressed and, being hungry, went to breakfast.
There wasn't any. My wife was in tears. The food she had ordered
the day before hadn’t been delivered. Not even a bottle of milk

or the morning newspoper greeted me when | opened the door.

| tried to telephone the grocery but the line was dead. |said,

4Oh, well, Fll take o walk and bring bock something for breckfost.”

@ The street was desarted. Not o bus, street cor, or cab was in”
sight. | walked on and on. Mothing in sight. Thinking something
had happened only to my neighborhood, | went to ancther.
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Miilion Dollasr Dream reprinted by permission

of The Employers'® Association of Chicago.
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Not even a train was moving. Then peogle began to appear

on the street — first, only a few, then many, then hundreds.

| joined them and began asking questions: “What has happened?
Where can | buy food?” Then | got the jolt. Someboedy said,

“Don’t you know? Everybody has a million dollars and

nobody has to work anymore.”

& Atfirst | was stunned. | thought that somehow a mistake,

a ghastly mistake had been made — but there was no mistake.
it was really true. Everybody had a million dollars and thought
that work was over for him.

% Then it dawned on me as never before that all of us are
dependent upon all of the rest of us; that to a small extent at least
my labor had a place, a part, in the total welfare of mankind.

With an angry shout | tossed to the winds even the thought

of a million dollars.

2 Then | woke up. My dream was over. The sun was shining,

the birds singing, my wife raitling the breakfast things.

1 looked out the window and saw a world of people moving about
their tasks, each contributing a little to my life and living,

just as | contribute to theirs. | called to my wife, “Hurry up with

that breakfast, sweetheart, | want to get to work.”

Eprror’s NOTE: This fable, reproduced by permission of The Employers’
Association of Chieago, illustrates that money is not wealth. Nor has it ex-
change value except as the owners and producers of goods and services find
that it facilitates their trading with one another.

A society of nothing but consumers is indeed a dream that no amount of
money can bring to realization. Anyone who attempts to issue money with
no provision for its redemption in goods or services is due the same rude
awakening that is in store for every dreamer of something for nothing.
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Miliion Dollar Dream was also reprinted ir
March 1957 Issne of thg Freeman. Note

Preeman's Editor's note above;'
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BUSINESS TIDES

No Boom Lasts Forever

by Henry Hazlitt

pE English-language edition has
Tiust appeared here of an im-
portant and illumdnating book—"Com-
mon Sense Economics”™ by L. Albert
Hahn (Abelard-Schumen. $4.50). In
addition to being a brilliant refutation
of some of the chief fallacies of
Keynesian ectnomics, it includes one
of the most persuasive discussions of
the business cycle, as well as the
shrewdest theoretical analysis of price
formation on the stock markets, that
1 have ever read.

But the reader should be warned
that the book is not, as its author
seems to imagine, a simple introduc-
tory text—"a sort of minimum eco-
nomics for the businessman.” For an
introductory work Hahn's  exposition
is moch too technical, condensed, and
abstract, And though Habn's style is
studded with incisive epigrams, his
‘hook is not on the whole easy to
read, becanse his sentences are often
involved and “Germanic.” -

Yet readers who come to the book
with an adequate theoretical back-
ground- will value it highly. Its cor-
rectives are particularly needed at
the present time, when nearly every
government in the world, most no-
tably including our own, is looking
at events through Keynes-colored
glasses, and assuming that the present
inflationary boom can be continued

forever, provided only that the gov--

emment will continue to spend and
spend, inflate and inflate.

PROPENSITY TO WORK

Hahn shows what is wrong with this
theory and policy. “The propensity to
work,” he insists, “and not the propen-
sity to spend, is the foundation of
national income and wealth.” No in-
‘flation, he points out, can be -con-
tinved forever. The stimulus of any
dose of inflation, ne matter how large,
must ultimately exhaust itself.

The government is then faced with
a dilemma—or ratber a trilemma. I
it tries to deflate the money and
credit supply back to where it was, it

" will bring on price coliapse, unem-
ployment, bankrupteies, and perhaps
prolonged depression. HEven if it de-
cides merely to prevent the inflation
from going farther, it may find itself
in trouble. For during any prolonged
inflation more and more people begin

that continned inflation can hesy

to act on the assumption thai the
inflation will continud. Mgy security
prices and commodity prices, many
wage rates, many ambitious building
and other capital-investment projects,
are based not merely on the existing
inflation but on the belief in a still
further inflation. When it is clear that
an inflation has been stopped, these
anticipatory prices fall. Overambitious
investment plans are scaled down or
abandoned.” This creates what Fu-
ropean economists call “the stabili-
zation erisis.”

INFLATION A SWINDLE

If, unwilling to take the risk even
of a stabilization crisis, the govern-
ment continues to inflate (by cheap-
money policies, housing subsidies,
mortgage guarantees, farm subsidies,
and even bigger spending} . the boom
may indeed be kept geing longer, But
it can be kept going only at an ever-
icreasing risk, not merely of a greater
economic crisis at the end, but of
a collapse of the nations cutrenoy
and credit.

And there is no assuranie, aven 50,

@

boom goiug ap to this point. uch
Iess that it caw vmaranter oomtinssed
“Ball emploviosnt.” Tt con keep prices
viging, s B carmob wssure conting-

s
“the mouey Mlusion,” Ono
s through by all mupor
boom collapses. Inflation
i swinedle cannoe

L0067

s
ik
plinned. Cisditors iuerease the in-
terast rates they demand fo compen-

il openiy

sate  for  the  expected further
depreciztion of thé currency. Labor
unions <demand wage increases that
outmn. both price and  prodluctivity
increases. Inflation: can “work”™ only as
long as prices keep ahead of costs
and maintain profit margins, The mo-

-ment costs run ahead of prices, the

joys of the spree are over, and only
the headache remains.

And the sad part is that the whale
binge is seen to have been unnec-
essary. Reasopably full employment
could have been maintained all along,
without inflaticn, by a sufficiently free
and fluid adjustment of wage rates to
prices and of prices o each other.

Reprinted by permission

o Newsweek, Marek 4, 1957




LARDY MOBARM

SCERE AROUN

On Februery 2Lith, the birthday of Oscar Geiger, founder
of the school, our regulsr monthl? alumi meeting was
held. (Perhaps I should not say "regular! as this was
no ordinary meeting.) The meeting was given over to
refugees who had taken part in the recent uprising in
Mungary and from stert to finish the air was charged
with sexcltement.

During the guesbion period one woman stirred up s ruckus
by accusing the Hungariens of rumning ewey from a fight
-and leaving their comrades to die. Mr, Abttila Semay, the
translator, attempted to snswer her by pointing oul that .
her reasoning would also serve to derogate the founders
of our nation who left lands of opprsssion in guest of
freedom and opportunity. At this point she broks in with:
"Are you calling us cowards?" ' :

This seemed to act as = spark applied o a powder keg, for
several people rose to dsnounce the lady. The demunecia-
tlons were rather vigorous and were met with threats of
violence from our lady friend. Fortunately, nothing was
done to implement the threata. {Perhaps because she was
subnumbered. The audltorium was filled to capacity end
then some.} : : ]

This meeting certeinly substantiated that cld saying that
truth is stranger than fietion. Experiences were related
by eyewitnesses and participsnts: e.g. eight and nlne year
old girls heaving Molotov Cocktails (homemade incendiary
bombs) at oncoming Russian tanks, ’

Among those who took part in the meeting were: Mrs. Emery
Berezeller, Hungarian teacher and lectursr, Mr., Robsert
Major, who acted as General Chalrman, and Mr, Attila Seamsy,
who served as translator. With the exceptions of Mrs,
"Berczeller and Mr, Major, all of the participsnts were
furnished by the Federation of Hungarian Freedom Fighters.

A meeting such as this, is certainly one to stimulate
thought snd we are looking forward to more of the same,

* o *

It I3 rumored that Maurice Roy, Manager of the Henry George
School Coffee Shop, will scon be adding a jude course to
the curriculum of the school. Mr., Roy, & former instructor
in judo for the United States Army plang to give the course
on Saturday mornings {or so we hear). :

5% % *

We have it from z relisble source that a prominent Georgisy
will shortly announce, at a publie meebing where he is to be
the guest speaker, his refusal %6 pay his inecome tsx. The
regulting fireworks may have the effect of giving the George
philosophy some nationwide publialty.
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SCENE AROUND RamaY HOBAZ

George Washingbon's Birthday was the date for an extreme-
1y productive volunteer party at the School. Taking part
wers Plerre Wertz, age 1li, Lois Hempe age 13, and Virginia
Hart, =ge 10. Lols and Virginis are nieces of Robert
Clancy, the School's Executlve Director,

James Murphy, that prolific minded instructor of ours viho
always seems to be coming up with sti1l snother good idea
has done it again,

Mr. Murphy suggests that. our effort to aeguaint influen-
tial people with the philoscphy of Henry George would be
. aided greatly by the school's sponsoring a conferencs for
creative people.

ConTerences seem to enjoy great popularity among scientiats
writers, artists, and others In ths croative fields (espse-
1al1ly when they go on the expenss socoimkb) .

The jdea is to invite mambers of thesza nyofessions ko abt-
tend a conference at the Henry George Schocl with the foll-
owing object: Jince the politisians have friled in arviv-
ing at a means of pulling the human race out of the head-
long dash towards H-Bambing and selfesmninilebion, it 18
time for someone else to take over: L., the scisntlsts,
writers and other thinkers who mske iife worth 1iving by
thelr ereativity.

Once these people were invited to submiit papsyrs for poss-
ible presentation at the conference thelr vanity would pro-
.yide a powerful incentlve for athendanca. Tha papsrs woald
deal with ways and means of bringing sbout world peace, in-.
suring prosperity, etc.

During the conference the single-tax point of view would
take a prominent place thus exposing a number of influen-
tial snd presumsbly receptive individuals to the George
philoscphy.

Fis 5 <

Getting students for the Henry Geoorge School is = gradaal
process, The most important method which the school uses
in getting its enrollees is the direet mall mpproach. Four
times & vear we send oub wpwards of 100,000 triple posi-~
cards advertising the course. We get a rather good roturm
of over one percent.
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SCENE &R@QN@ - LAREY HO8SAN

This is o good return but it could be better. Successful
advertising and repstition zo together, Iverytime soms-
one hesrs a reference to the Henry George School 1f pre-
pares them for a favorsble psychological reaction to ths
receipt of a card -- it makes them more lllkely to read
the announcement instead of throwing it away,

Citing an instance, one of my students mentioned that the
deciding factor in her enrollment was that she associated
the Henry George School with the George Jr. HRepublic
{some sort of Boy's Town). Of eourse thers is no relatlon
between the Henry George School and the George Jr. Repub-
1ie, but this confusion was responsible for our getting a
student,

You can help inerease the numbser of enrollees, and with
little exertion on your part. The next time some friend
‘asits: "How ars things going?®, or "What are you doing with
yourself nowadays?", casually mention that you are atbend-
ing the Henry George School. You need do no mors. Thls
reference will lay the psychclogieal ground work for the
tine when your fiiend will receive a Henry Gsorge School
enrollment cardé in the mail,

PROSEST COMPLETED

Sometime ago upon a reqiaest by Een Eern of Ozkhorat
galifornia, "3age Inc.” undertook to write a short
ammmary of Progress and Poverty spitable for a tape
recording. H¥rs, Mabel L. Rees wrote the seript and
Mr., Prank Bapg made the recording. On March 26, 1957
Prank.Bang received the following letter--

DEAR MR BANG~--- The recording has been eirenlating
among interested people in the PRODUCTIVE LIVING
MOVEMENT. Ws are collecting recordirks from other "1like
minded® orzanizations in fhe hove to buiid np & 1library
of tape recordings relating to ladvanced concepts of
§00D SOCIETY. ---=- " Zen Xern

T R i S

Algmnl Balletin--Published by the Almmnl of the Henry
George School of Soelal 3aclence, 50 East 69 Street,
Wew york 21, New York. .

Roma Bianco, Chairman; 3amner Bohes, Heva Bianco,
VYivian Kilisen-Rodney, Larry Kobak, Rita Kobak.

—————— T B e S Rt
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The SILVER ANNImSAR:‘Y g
Of New York®'s Georgist School

Proclaims success in-Georgess way
To spread THE GOLDEN RULE; |

To give to éadh 2 better chance
A happy life te léad,

And thus to meke of brotherkood

A universal creed.

H.L.R,

NGHN-#RGFIT ORG.
Hem;grna(}e:;f: School . N aerase |
st treet .
New ¥ork 21, N. Y. ' . . FAID
NEW YORK, N. Y.
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