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- LAND AND PEOPLE
' By HENRY GEORGE . .
- WHOSE LAND IS IT? .
i To:whom rightfully. does the soil of Seotland belong 7 Who
-are-justly entitled to its use and to.all ‘the benefits that Aow from
‘Let-me go to: the heart ofthis: question’ by “asking - shother
‘question : Has or has not every child bornin Scotland a right to
live ? - There can be but one. answer, for' no' “one “would ' contend
“that'it Is right to- drown Scottish babies, -or ‘that any human law
‘could make it right. . Welly then; if ‘every “human being born'in
‘Scotland has a right to:live in.Scotlandj these rights must be éqiial.
Ifeach one has a right to live, then no ‘one’ can' ‘have any better
-vight to live than any.other one: - There.can'bé no: dispute ‘abofit
this. No one will contend that it would be any less a crimé to
«drown the baby of a-Scottish cottar than'it would be to drown the
‘baby of the proudest duchess, or that a law commanding: the one
‘wotlld be any more justifiable: than s law’ commandirig the other.
w2 Since, then, all the Seottish: people have the sathe gqual right
tolive; it follows that they miust all’ have ‘the sama’ ‘equal “right to
the Iand of Scotland.  If they are all in Scotland’by thé same
equal permission of Nature, so that no one of them can_ justly set
tp & stipetior claim to life than any othier one of them ; ‘s that zil
the rest of them could nrot- justly say t6 dny one of them, % You
have niot the same right to live-as we have; “therefore we will pitch
you out:of Scotland into: the seal” then they ‘must all: have 'the
same equal rights to-the elements which Nature 'has® provided for
‘the sustaining of life—to air, to watet; dnd to fand. " For to deny
the iequal zight to the' elements: necessary: to the ‘maintaining of
life is-to deny-the-equal right to life.' Anylawthat'said, = Certain
‘babies have no.right tothesoil of Scotland:;” thierefote: they shall
be thrown. off the soil of Scotland ;” would be precisely equivalenit
“to @ law that:said; ** Certain babies have no right t&live ; ‘therefore

sthey shall:be thrown 'into- the sea” Andas no'law of custoni or
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agreement can justify the denial of the equal. right to life, so no

law or custom or:agreement can justify the denial of the equal

- It therefore follg
© the right of ‘each one
~the land of Scotland inal :
+the.use and-bénefit of the land of Scotland belong rightfully to
- the whole: people.of "Scotland, to each one as much as to every
“other ; to no one more than to any.other—not to some individuals,
' to- the  exclusion ‘of other individuals; not to one class, to the

exclusion of other classes : not to landlords, not.to-tenants, not to
- cultivators; but i the o

m the very fact of th_eii-exist_eﬁce, that
[ the Scottish people to'an equal share in
ennal and inalienable ;- that is to say, that

: : ©ne: generation -cannot
of another generation. - If the .whole
tuite in b i their rights in

“of fhe'child
=

The land of:Scotland doesinot belong to. one
1 to-another individual; to one:class mére than
o.angther ¢l 1o; 0 ereration-more than to the generations
that come. after. . /¥ bvip, 2he: whole’ peaple -tk - af: the time

emigrate. . But Jf, on the contrary, the Tand of Scotland right
belongs to ‘the- Scoftish_people, then the only logical demand is,
- bot that the tenants shall be madé joint-owners wi :

“pay the landlords for it is to deny the right of the people to it It
3 1o admit that the Scottish people have ng more right to’ the soil
. of Scotland than any. ottsider. For, any outsider can

_propose t the I Is _fo propose. to_coiitinue th
"present ‘injustice in another form. * They would get'in interest on
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Japon it-on the landlords’ terms is at perfect liberty to starye or
Bpot 1 ds . fully

.that it be bought'from i smaller class and s

ass, but that it be resumed by the whole people.. 16, propose to

! . ou I JuLsider go 1o
Scotland and ‘buy land, if’ he will give its market value’; and to
y.out the landlords is to propose to cot ifive the

the

ebt created what they now get’in rént. "They would still

. have a lien upon Scottish Tabour, ©" T
--And why should “the landlords be paid? ¢ the land ‘of
Scotland belongs of nitural right to the Scottish people, what valid
claim for payment can be sctup by the landlords?. No one wil
~contend ‘that' the land is theits of natural right ot iz
-gone by when men could be. told that the ‘Crestor
_intended His bonty for. the “exclusive use ‘and ;‘benefit of “a
. privileged class of His'creatires-—that He intended a few to toll in
" lukury while their fellows toiled and starved for them. Tl claim
“of the landlords to the land rests not on natufal
.on municipal law-—oir muhicipal law which contr :
‘right. And, whienever the'sovereign power changes municipal Taw

of 'thé universe

right bt merely
avenes: natural

$0 as to conform to natural right, what claim can they asdért'to

.compensation ? ~ Some of them bought their lands, it is true ; but

- they got o better title than the seller had to give. - And what are
these titles ?  Titles based on murder -and -robbery, on blood and
.Tapine—titles which rést on the most atrocious and wholesale

“enmes.:  Credted by force and maintained by force; they have not
““behind them the first shadow of right. - ‘That men;, now dedd; have
“had the power to give and grant: Scottish lands is trae ; but will any

_-onecontend: they had' the:Tight > ‘Wil any dne’contend’ that in

‘‘all/the past generations: there -has existed on the British Tsles or

"anywhere else any human being, orany number 6f human béings,
swhiorhad:tHe right to say that in the year 188¢g the' predt mass of
~Scotstiien should be compelled to pay+<—in:many cases to.residehts

*of  Erigland; . France; or the United. States——for:the’ privilege- of

living in their native country and making aliving from their native

+s0lL? - Evervif it be said: that might ‘makes rright ; .even if it be

contended thatin the twelfth; or seventeenth; or eighfeenth: century

--.!ived_-.-mgén-whb;- having -the ‘power; had. therefore'the Hght; t6-give
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;"the ‘sonl of Scotland ]t cannot be contended that tbelr'nght

ancl any propas
fresh Wrong, :

, us system Whlch makes ‘the
.}:co' mon birthrlghl‘ of all the e'" lusive property of ‘§ome. What
“then ? " Does: such.. acquiestence turn wrong “into right’? 'If the
'ﬁ;siecpmg traveller wake ¢, find g, robber mth h1s hand in his

Tet h1ii1 keep what herhas prev:ouély taken, but pay hxm_ the fill
value of all he expected the sieep ot“ hxs Vlctlm to perrmt }nm to

s A apologmc to 1andiords for likemng them:.te thieves.. and
- mbbers T-trust. they will understand that I.do not consider. them
cas persona!ly worse than ‘other wien, bt that T am obhged touse
wsuch itlustrations because no’ othe it the: case.; . Tram.con-
e _ :.smdmduals Bt wi g - What Twant
‘o’ do. is o point -out-a distinction’ hat in _he plea for the vested

sithei essent:al «difference: beme&n lind -and thmgs that )

proghice of humari labour;” and which is ebscured by our, h

lassing them-altogether: as, property.i

jalleys that cartied Caesar to Bntam, the sécout

+ iy legionaries, the: baggage: that* they €arried; the ‘arm that they

: bare, the: -bmh.ungs ‘that they erected ;the: scytbed chariotsiof the
ancieit Britons, the horses that drew’ them, their wicker boats and

7.

wattled. houses-—where are they now? But the land. for which
Roman3 and. Britam fought, there it is st That Britisk soil s’
yet as fresh and as new as it was in ‘the, days of 'the Romans.
Generation_after, generation has lived on if since, and generatlon:
aftér generation will live on it yet. Now, here s a very gréat’
difference. ‘The right to.possess and to pass on the. ownershlp of
things that in thelr nafure .decay and soon cease’ tobe is'a very.
different thing from the rlg,ht to possess and to pass on thé owner-
ship of that which 0es 1ot decay buy, from Whlch each stz{;cesswe
generatmn MUst.ip

To. show. how . .this dlﬂ'erence between Tand and such other_

[Dropetty as_are. properly styled wealth ‘bears upon the'
t for.the vested -rights of Iandholciers, Iez mﬂ 111ustrate'.

: dd was. a plrate He minde a busmess Gf seu}mg'
the_ seas, capturlr.f merchantmen, makmg the G -
plank,.and appropriating théir ~cargoes.. In’ this was dccumu-
lated. much wealth, which he is thought to have ‘buried. . But et
us:suppose, for the sake of the iliustration, thae ‘be' did “not btiry
his wealth,. but leff it to hig’ legal heirs, and they to their heirs, and
50.0n, untll at the present day this wealth or a part of it has eome
to a great-great-grandson of Captain’ Kidd. Now, 16t us suppose”
that some. one~-say- a great-great-grandson of one of, the ship-
masters whom Captam Kidd plandered, makes complaint, and
says: ‘This. man’s. great: great—orandfather piundered my g1eat—__
great-grandfather of certain things or certain’ sums, which have
transmitted {0, him, _whereas but for this wrongful act they
wonld: ha.ve been transtmtted to me; therefore, I demand that he
be.made to restore them.” ~What WOIﬂd society _
ety, speaking by its. proper hibunals, and in accardancef
w1th Drinciplés recogmsed amiong all civilised nations, world say:.
¥ We cannot..entértain. such.a demand. It mayg be_true that, Mr.

Kidd's great-preat- grandfather roblied your great- grea"gmndfather,,
an t.as.the result of this Wrong hz has got thin __that other—
wise might have come to you. . But we cannot .inguire into
ccurrences, that happc_ned s0 long ago. "EHach generation has;
enough to do to attend to its own affairs. Tf we g0 to righting’
the wr ngs'and Te-opening the coniroversies of oiir great-great:-
grandi , there will be endless dispites and pretexts for dispute.

What yo say may be true, but. somewhere e niust driw the line,

and have an’ end to strife. “Though' this mian’s ereat- ~great-grand-
father may. have robbed, your great-grea.t grandfathet, 2 his not.
robbed you. | He came nto possession of these thmgs peacefully,
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and has held them peacefully, and we must take this peacefu}
possession, when it has been continued for a certain time, as
absohute evidence of just title ; for, were we not to do that, t.hfzr;e:
would be no end to dispute and no secuwre possession of anything.

Now, it s this common-sense principle that is e:{prﬁssedrlzn.tﬁe
statute of limitations——in the doctrine of vested rights. ‘1his is
the reason why it is held-—and as to most things held justly-—that
peaceable possession for a certain time cures al_l defects of title.

But let us pursue the illustration a littde farther:—

Let us suppose that Captain Kidd, having established a la{ge
and profitable piratical business, left it to his son, and he 10 his
son, and so on, until the great-great-grandson, who now pursues It,
has come to consider it the most natural thing in the world that
his shipz should roam the sea, capturirzg pegcﬁgul merchanimgn,
making their crews walk the plank, and bringing home to him
much plender, whereby he is enabled, though he does no wogk
at all, to live in very great luxury, and look down with contempt
upon people who have to work.  Dut at last, let us suppose, the
merchants get tived of having their ships sunk and their goods
taken, and sailors get tired of trembling for their lives every time
a sail lifis above the horizon, and they demand of society that

iracy be stopped. o

v ’Ngw, whait}pshouid society say if Mr. Kidd got indignant,
appealed to the doctrine of vested rights, and asseried that
society was bound to prevent any interference with the business
that he Had inherited, snd that, if it wanted him to stop, it must
buy him out, paying him ail that his business was worf:h—that is
to say, at least as mach as he could make in twenty years successful
pirating, so that if he stopped pirating he could stil continue to
live in fuxury off the profits of the merchanis and the earnings of
the sailors. ) L B

What ought society to say to such a claim as this?  Theze
will be but one answer. We will all say that society should tell
Mr. Kidd that bis was a business to which the statute of limita-
tions and the doctrine of vested rights did not apply; that because
his father, and his grandfather, and his great and great-great-
grandfather pursued the business of capturing ships and making
their crews walk the plank, was no reason why he should be
permitted to pursue it.  Society, we will all agree, cught 1o say
he would have to stop piracy, and stop it at once, and that without
getting a cent for stopping. ‘
8¢t O§ supposing it hlzfc)i happened that Mr. Kidd had scld out his
piratical business to Smith, Jones, or Robinson, we will all agree

g

that society ought to say that their purchase of the business gave
them no greater right than Mr. Kidd had.

We will all agree that this is what society sught to say. Observe,
I do not ask what socicty wexld say.

For, ndiculous and preposterous as it may appear, I am
satisfied that, under the circumstances I have supposed, society
would not for a long time say what we have agreed it ought 1o say.
Not only would all the Kidds loudly claim that to make them
give up their business without full recompense would be a wicked
interference with vested rights, but the justice of this claim would
at first be assumed as a matter of course by all or nearly all the
influential classes—the great lawyers, the able journalisis, the
writers for the magazines, the eloquent clergymen, and the principal
professors in the principal universities. Nay, even the merchants
and sailors, when they first began to complain, would be so
tyrannised and browbeaten by this public opinion that they would
hardly think of more than of buying out the Kidds, and,
wherever here and there any one dared to raise his voice in
favour of stopping piracy at once and without compensation, he
would enly do so under penalty of being stigmatised as a reckless
disturber and wicked foe of sacial order. .

If any one denies this, if any one says mankind are not such
fools, then I appeal to universal history to bear me witness. I
appeal to the facts of to-day.

Show me 'a wrong, no matter how roonstrous, that ever yet,
among any people, became ingrafted in the social system, and I
will prove to you the truth of what T say.

The majority of men do not think ; the majority of men have
ta expend s0 much energy in the struggle to make 2 living that
they do not have time to think.  The majority of men accept, as
a matier of course, whatever is. This is what makes the task of
the social reformer so difficult, his path so hard.  This is what
brings upen those who first raise their voices. in hehalf of 2 great
trutk the sneers of the powerful, and the curses of the rabbile,
ostracism and martyrdom, the robe of derision and the crown of
thorns.

Am I not right? Have there not been states of society in
which piracy has been considered the most respectable and
honourable of pursuits? Did the Roman populace see anything
more reprehensible in a gladitorial show than we do in a2 horse-
race? Does public opinion in Dahomey see anything reprehen.
sible in the custom of sacrificing one or two thousand human beings
by way of signalising grand occasions? Are there mot states of

R
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..are past, merely for get 03y if
"_*'-accustomed Tuts: of sthought.~ “The: proof. £k
‘the: Kidds: and thelr busmess 15 nthe ‘thought’

i : blch mbs the produee
remorseless?y and:far ‘more: regular]y and’'systematical
. pirate robbed- the merchantman, = Hete'is a'systeni/th steadily
condemms thotisands to" far miore: Jingeringand- homble 6eaths

: ; si..we:ll -a$ ‘death of- the bady T
'ndisputed “No one whe will ‘examing thie sibjéct/can deny that
‘chronic: pauperism: - anid. chronic  faminie” which  éverywhere -
rk uE c' 'hsatmn ‘are the resuita of ‘this sy

tre one; > Is it
ply the doctrme __of

;% says the 'pival :“'the.frefor rﬁ’.’Sp
the ncrhts @f property-miist compel you to'let e go“on rebbmg
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ships and making sailors walk the
“Because we have inherited or purchased . the . privilege of
appropriating to ourselves the lion’s share of. the produce of
labour;” says the landlord, “therefore you must continue to let
us do.it, even though POGE wreiches shiver with cold and faint
with hunger ; even though, in their boverty and misery, they are
reduced.to wallow with the pigs.”  What s the difference?.
... This is the point I want to. make. clear. and distinct;: for it
shows. a distinction.. that_ in current thought is. overlooked.
Property in' land, like property in-slaves, ig essentially different
from property in things that are the result of labour. - Rob a man
Or .2 people. of money, -or goods,. or.cattle, and the robbery s
finished there and then. The lapse of time. does not, indeed,
change wrong into right, but it ohliterates the effects of the deed.
That is. done; it is over; and, unless it be very soon righted, it
glides-away into the past, with the men who were parties to jt, so
swiftly that nothing save ‘omniscience .can trace its-effects ;. and in
atte_mp_ting-;to:_:,righ_t__it we would be in danger of:doing fresh wrong,
The: past is for ever’ beyond ws. We can neither punish nor
recompense: the..dead. , But rob. a people of the land on which
they must live, ;and the robbery js continuous. . It .is a fresh
tobbery of: -every. -suceeeding  generation-..q new robbery every
year and every day; it.is like the robbery which. condemns to
slavery the ' children of the slave. Tgq apply ta.it the. statute of
hmitations, to acknowledge for it the title of prescription, iz not
to.condone the past; it is to legalise rabbery. in:the present, to
justify. it in the future. The indictment which. really lies against
the Scottish Jandlords is not that their ancestors, or ‘the ancestors
of their grantors, robbed the ancestors of the. Scottisk people.
That: makes no difference. “Let the.dead. bury ' their dead.”
The indictment that truly lies is that here; now,.in the year.188¢,
they rob. the Scottish people.. And shall-we be told that- there
can be a vested right to continue such robbery 7 R

plank until you buy me.ouz”

HOW TO RESTORE THE Lanp 70 THE.
T have dwelt 5o long upon this question of compensating Jand.
ane'r_s,..not'me’rely-_,because_git__isi_of .great practical i :

be_i::au_se its dis,(_:u§si'c_-n. _br_ings__glf:ar;ly into. view the
which'the Jand question; i any country,
finally setiled. .In the light of -these pri

principles aipon
<an alone be justly.and
nciples we see that land-
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owners. have no zightiul claim either to theland or}tlo cciﬁlﬁer::gtg;
for . its resumption. by the people; and, -fﬂrthgr. taan i , we e
that. no -such. rightful ciai;nl :ggogx:;rwbefgggatﬁi; Bt ould be
:?mil gsg ?}f E::?iza It}ggplgr;e sii-!imuld likewise be wrong to sell it ag%agif
E@X g;x?aller holders.. It would _be wrong tt(:: s}:g;il;r;he-?gy:ggzery
E give the land to its presen 2 - +In the ver
;Z?lts’rgncl)fmﬂgfik;;s,t land. cannot - rightfully be _mag_lf} md1z;<;1;1§i
property.  This. principle is absolute. Theht:tltgﬂg .-0;}.”5) greét
proprietor deserves no more respect than' the -. 1{1 le corﬁpact ol
territorial noble. - No sovereign political powell;, o -0 mpact of
agreement, even though consented to by the_v}v c;eg} ep tation of
the globe, can: give to an individual a valid title ho_- e exclusye
Wﬁeréhip -of a square inch of soil. The eart 1_51 tallec
Qt te—entailed upon all the generations of the chi dr_en oh - m;
Es 1. deed written in the. constitution of Nature (i ? gﬁfget % o
human procedings cun b o s pion detmine, B
succeeding generation has bu ancy - o () this
arter away their own natural Tghts {3 .
?élgy;aﬁi;ifnr?(fﬁe[:aaynbadmissioj of the right of suicide), they can

no more barter away the rights of their successors than they can

i i i f other worlds. -
ay the rights of the inhabitants o orlds..
bart\?‘}.haav?s{;ould Ee aimed at is thus very clear. . The ; ;?ngig sr
ve three ; ition to create peasant letor-
are three frauds; and the proposi sant proprictor
e It will not do merely to.carve outof & :‘estate
ship is no- better. f[f: wi ot ofibe estates
tes -for the tenmants;:i ; i
of  the landlords. minor esta e et
ne titute a larger for:a smaller class proprietors ;
miﬁi(y)'ttgsligsclonﬁne the settlement to agriculttgal-_ Iiand,-:_leia&v(;ig
tor ) and villages:
i the land of the townsand villages;
t0:1£5. present pOSSessOrs Tusions wll satisty.the. dermands
these lame and. Impotent conciasion . e d
gf tjk:lesiice or cure: the bitter f:w;jsl nowtrhso--a%)pziia; (:)rt'lhhf?i n{}):ﬁg
: g i ‘only h
: .just: solution of the problem, e onlyend wortk :
;im;s-azr‘;d%}gake ALL THE LAND the Common Property of ALL THE
EOPLE. T
l.lj_.o%his principle conceded, the question Iotf 'mf;g‘r}gyaﬁiissg{?tvov
Wil N E . . [‘ . ls ;
shall this ;be;done_? . Nothing is easteh Tt 15 merly necessary (o
ivert the rént which now flows into the po of, )
;Ersf:he common treasury of the whole people. It is Iil()lt posselﬂﬁ
to’ 50 divide up land as to- give each ffa?luly, stil esssible h
Tivielual 2 every- if that were possible,
individual, an-equal share. -And, even if _
?f’éﬁidi%a{ be Ig)ssibie to maintain -i:quatli'tyf {cl))r old bl(])?-?lpiiv }iiill'z
: ing, ar tantly being ) !
ly dying, and new people cons i :
:l?: Stri‘:rl}zit}i’ve yva%le of land is constantly .changing. But it is
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passible to equally divide the rent, or, what amounts to the same
thing, to zpply it to purposes of common benefit. This is the
way, and this is the only wap, in which absclute justice can be
done. This is the way, and this is the only way, in which the
equal right of every man, woman, and child can be acknowledged
and secured.  As Herbort Spen vs of it: ™

“Such a doctrine 15 consistent with the highest state of
civilisation ; may be cwried out without invelvisg a :<>m;fmm§'ty
of goods, and need cause no very serious revolution in existing
arrangement.  The change - “’Jlﬂ!t’d would simply be a change 0*’
fandlords.  Separate owners hu) would merge into the jontstock
ownership of the public.  Instead of l)mnv in the possession of
individuals, the couniry would be held h the great corporate
body—society.  Insiead of leasing bis acres from an isolated
1)!01:1’!”'{01’ the farmer would lease them from the nation. Instead

{ pay /ing his rent to the agent of Sir ]z) i or his grace, hr‘ would
pay it to an agent or deputy-agent of the community,  Stewards
would be ;}Lb.lzc officials instead of private ones, and tenancy the
only Iand tenure. A state of things so orde red would be in
perfect harmony with the moral law,  Under it, all men would be
gqually Lmdiords; all reen would be alike free 1o become tenants,
oo Cleardy, Hl"‘rﬁf’ﬂ(ﬁ on such a system, the carth might be
enclosed, Ga‘mmu Jd cultivated, in entire subordination to the
law of equui [n,{zdon

Mow, it is & very easy thing to thus s
ownership Of land, and convert a2l occunic
State, by apprnn-uiing rent. Mo complicated laws or cambersome
machinery iz necessary, It is only necessary to tax land up o its
full valoe. Do that, and without any infringement of the just
tights of propesty, the land would become virtvally the people’s.
What under this system was paid 25 rent by the tenant would be
taken by the S The ccouplers of and would come o be
nominally the owners, though, in reality, they would be the
tenants of the whole people,

How beautifully this siaple method would  satisfy  every
sconomic requirement; how, freeing labowr and capital from the
fetters that now oppress them (f.J all other tazes cotld be easily
remitted), it would enerino i the production of wealth ;
how it would make distribution oo onform 1o the law of jastice, dry
up the springs of want and misery, elevate society from Its lowest
stratum, and give all their fair share in the blessings of advancing

3

ep away all private
5 into tenants of the

* 4 [ocial Statics,” Chap. ix., sec. 8.

15

ctvilisation, can pe chaps only be fully shown !>§ such a dem;lﬁd
examination as I_ heve made in my books, © Social Problems”
and # Progress and Poverty.”  Neveriheless, any one can see that
to tax Jardd up to its full renial value would amount to precisely
the same thing as io formally ke possession of it and then let
it out to the highest bidders

If it be demted that land Jusily is, or can be, private property,
i the equal nights of the v’ilo e people to the pse of the slements
gratultously fumnished by Mature be asserted without drawback o
LJI;}DH);BI then the a:’:::i,lli‘:%l difference  between property it
fand and proj perty in things of human production 1§ at once
brought cut.  Then will it cleasly appear not only that the denial

of the right of mdividual propeity in land does mot involve any

ety rights, but that thc Mmainienances
es o denial of the
tion of the claims
capital as well as

menace to legititoate proj
of private property m lind pecessaily involy
right to all other property, and that the recog
of the landlords means a copiinuous sobbery o
of lahour.

Al this will appesr more and more clearly as the practical
mensiures necessary to make land common pronerty are proposed
and discussed.  These simple measures olve no hersh DIG-
ceedings, no forcible dispossession, no shock to public confidenc
no reirogression to a } organisation, no loaning {)f
public money, or estabbshment of cumbrous commissions. ;

of doing violence to the rightfol sense of property, they assert and
vindicate it.  The way o make land common property 8 osimpl
to take rent for the common beneBt  And to do this, the easy
way is to abolish one tnx after avother, nntil the whole weight of
Lam’rwn fails upon the value of land. When that oiat 13 reached,
the battle iz won., ‘The hare i caught, killed, and skinced, M{l
to cook him will be a very casy mafter. The real fight »ill come
on the proposition to o wolidate taxation upon land
values, SWhen that is ¢ won, ‘e:h:_ 1 5 will mot merely
have been decis ed, ahf,y will have been routed; and
the nature of land values will bf* so generally nnderstood ihat to
raize taxation 5o as to take the whole rent for common purposes
will be a mere makier of coarss,

To put the public burdens opon the landbolders is not a pew
proposition.  Un the contrary, it 15 the anclent Hiitish practice.
Ir wonld be but a roturk, in a form adapied Lo moedern times, to
the systemn uader which British land was originally parcelled ow
to the predecessors of the present holders—ihe Just sysiem,

o

v;ﬁ bz

" recoghised for centurles, that those who enmjoy the common
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property should ‘bear-the ‘common < burdens .+ The putting. of

property in land in the same category as propeity in-things pro-
duced by Iabouris comparzatively modern: InSecotland, as in
¥ngland and Treland, #s in fact amaong - cvéry people of whom we
kdow anything; the: land .was . originally ‘treated. as common
property; and this ‘recognition ran all' thteugh the: feudal system.
"Phe essence:of ithe: fendal system was in treating :the: landholder
ot as an- owier-but as a-lessee. To every grant of land . was
annexed: o condition ‘which amounted to a heavy:iperpetual-tax
or rent. " National debt, pauperism, and the: grinding poverty - of
the poorer-classes; came in-as. the. Iandholders graduaily shook.-off
the: soblgations ‘on which they had received their land;: an
operation culminating in - the abolition -of the feudal tenures, for
which were: substituted: indirect: taxess that stll weigh - uponithe
wholé people. - To now reverse’ this: process; to- abolish the taxes
which aré:horne by labour and: capital; and+to substitute for them
atax-onrent; would not- be the addption of saflythinig new, but a
simple going back to the old plan. In Great Britain, -as in
Ireland; in the ‘Flighlands; as in the Lowlands; ‘the movement
would. appeal ‘to - the popular imagination as' 2 demand for the
reassertion of anclenitmights v oo o SRS
~There are other most important respects in which: this. measure
will commend -itself. - The tax upon “land valdes orreptiis in
all* economic  respects ‘the: most perfect of taxes. Mo political
econoniist: will deriy that- it combines the -maximem of ‘¢ertainty
with: ‘the “minimvany of loss and cost 5 ‘that, - uniike” fixes upon
capital or gxchange orimprovement; it doos not'checkiproduction
or enhiance prices or fall ultimately upon tiie “consumisr. ~And, in
propesing to abolish all other taxes in . favoiis of this theoretically
perfect: tax, Reformiers will have -on-theit:§ide: fhe. advantage -of
ideas already: current, while they can hr i the @rpumentum ad
Aaminent to - bear-on those who might Héver'comprehend an
abstract - principle,. * Britons -of all* elasses’ fave ‘happily: been
educated up to a belief in Free Trade, though a very large
amount of revenue is still collected:from eustoms:  Let Reformers
take advantage of this by ‘propoesing:téidairy iout the doctrine of
Free Trade to its fullest extent.  If arevenue tariff is better-than
a protective: tarill, then no tariffrat all tsi'better than a revenne
tariff. - Let them: propoese: to dbolishi-the customs dutics entirely,
and te:abolish as well harbonr dubs and Hehthouse dues and: dock
charges; and in their place:to-add tothe tax on Tent, or the value
of land exclusive of improvements. - Let:them in. the same WAy
propose to-get rid . of the-excise, thevarions license taxes, the tax

A7

upen:buildings;-the onerous-and unpopular income tax, &c., and
to:saddle all public expenses on the landlords, RS
- Fhis would: bring home. the land duestion to-thousands and

- thousands - who: have never thought of it before s to thousands

and thousands who. have heretofore looked upon-the land quéstion
as something that related exclusively to agricultire dnd. to farmers,

and-have hever. seen how, in various dirsct and: indivect ways,

they have -to-contribute to the immense sums- recéived by the
landlords asrent. - Tt would be putting the argumént fn'a shape
in. which even the most-stupid could understard it The British’
landowners. are in: numbers - but an insignificant ‘mifhority And
the: more they protested. against having to pay all the-taxes; the
Quicker:would  the public mind realise the essential injudtice of

private property in land, the quicker would the majoiity  6f the

people come to.see that the lendowners ought not-only-to pay-all
the taxes -but 2 good deal more besides.  Ohrice put the duestion
i such a way that the working man will realise that'he pays two
prices. for his ale, and half 2 dozen prices for his tobacco, because
aJandowners’ Parliament in the time of Charles I1.-shook off their
ancient dues to the State; and imiposed them in indirécttakation
on him; once bring to the attention of the man who grambles as
he pays-his income fax; the question as to whether the landowner
who draws his income from property that of naturat right bélorgs
1o the whole people-ought not io pay it instead of him; and it will
not - be long before the: absurd ‘injustice of allowing rent'to be
appropriated: by mdividusgls will be thoroughly understood.~ This
is a very different:‘thing . from asking- the taxpayer-to biiy out ‘the
landlord for the sake of the pedsant. . . oo e

s Lhave been :speaking ‘ds: though atl landhelders would resist

the  change which would sacrifice - their ‘speéeial intérests o the

- larger interests of society. .- But I am satisficd that to: think this is

to:do:landholders injustice: For landholders as 4 cldss are Aot
more stupid nor more:selfish than any other clasg/ And there is
that in a-great truth which can aise a hiunian soul above the mists

- of selfishness. :

ALITTLE ISLAND OR ACLITTLE WORLD.
- bmagine an island girt with orean ;- imaging a Tlitéle workd
swimming -in. space. Put on it in imagination, human beings.
Let: thera ~divide -the land, share and ‘share alike, as individaal
property. - At first, while population- is sparse. and  industital
processes rude and primitive; this will work weli enough.

'
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... Tumn away the. eyes.of .the mind fora moment, let timeipass,
‘and look again. Some. families will: have. died-out, some:-have
greatly, - multiplied ; on-the awhole,: population will - have largely
increased. . And even -supposing there- have been no mmportant
inventions or improvements in-the productive arts, the increase i
population; by causing: the: division of ‘labour, -will have -inade
industry more complex. - During. this time some.of these:people
will have. been carcless, generous, improvident ;. some ‘wiil have
heen thrifty and grasping. - Some of them will have:devoted'much
of their powers to thinking iof how they themselves and gl things
they see around them came to:be;:to inquiries. and speculations
as. to-what there is in the universe: beyond their little island or
their little: world ; to making poems, painiing pictires; or writing
books'; -to. noting ;the: differences .in. rocks and trees and shrubs
and grasses ;. to classifying beasts apd birds and-fishes.and insects
0. the dolng, in-short;-of-ail the-many things which:add o
largely to- the sum of human knowledge and human: happiness,
without much or any gain of wealth to:the doer: Others:again
will. have. devoted. all their energies tonthe exténding «of: Aheir
possessions. ;+ What, then, shall we sce; landhaving ‘been all-this
time. freated as private property ?.:Clearly; we shall see that the
primitive ‘eguality has given way .to-inequality..-Some will-have
very-much-more  than one: -of the original :shares into:which the
land was divided ; wery many will- have nio land at all. - Suppose
that; in all things save this, our little - istand: or-onr little world is
Utopia-—that there are no wars. or tobberi€s ;:that the government
is:absolutely pure and taxes nominal -suppose; if:yod want to, any
sort of a currency ; imagine, if you -can dmigine sach:a world or
island; that interest is: utterly abolisheds; yet dnequalityin the
ownership of land will have :produced. poverty and virtual slavery.
For the people we have supposed are’human beings—that is'to
say, in their. physical :natures: ab. least; they:are: animals who. can
live only on land. and. by ihe. aid of thesproducts of land: They
may make machines which wilt ¢nable them to float on the sea, or
. perhaps to fly in the air, but to build and equip these. machines
they must have land and the products of land, and must constantly
come back to land. Therefore those who own.the land. must be
the-mdsters-of the rest. Thas, if one nianhag come to own 2l the
land, he ig their absolute master éven to:life or'death. - 1t-they can
live on the land ea his termsonly, thenithey . can Hve: oy oréhis
terms, for without land they canmot live.. “They are his absolute
slaves; and so long as his ownership is acknowleiged, if they want
to live, they must dodn everything as he:wiils. R
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-+ - M- however, the concentration of landowmership has-not:gone
so-far -as to.make one man or.a very few.men the owners
of .2l the land--if there are. still so.many landowners that
there is_competition. between . them, as. well as- between those
who have only their labour—then  the terms on which :these non-
landholders can live will seem:more like free contract... But it will
t be free contract: . Land can yield no wealth withgut the appis-
catign, of labour; labouy can produce no weallh gpithoyt land, . These
are, the two-equally necessary factors of .production: " Ye;.to say.
- equally. necessary factors of production ig'not to say.
in the making of contracts as to how.the results of production
re divided, the possessors of these two meet on equal:terms. For
the nature of these two factors is very.different. .Land.isa natural
elemént : the human being must have. his stomach filled every fow
hours.... Land can exist without.labour, . but. labour. cannot exist
without land. . .If I own a piece of land, I can. let it. lie idle- for.a;
year or for years, and it will.eat nothing: But. the. labourer. must
eat every, day, and his family must:eat,.. And so;.in the maki_ng.gf.
terms between them, the landowner has an immense advantage.
over the labourer. It is on the side of the labourer that the inténse:
pressure_of competition. comes, for in his. case it_is competition:
urged by hunger. And, further than this: As population increases,
as the competition for the use of land becomes more and more
intense, so_are the owners of land enabled to get for the use of
theit:land 'z farger and latger part of the wealth ‘whick labour
exerted upon it produces. That is to say, the value of land steadily
rises... Now, this.steady rise in, the value of land. brings: about a
confident. expectation. of future:ncrease. of value, which produces
among :landowners, all -the .effects ‘of. a. combination to hold: for
higher prices. - Thus there is.a constant:tendency to fotce mere

lab s to take less.and:less: or to.give more and more (put.it
vhich way. you please, it amounts to.the:same thing).of thie products
f their work for. the. opportunity.te wotk. . And:thus, in the very.
nature: of things, we should. see. on -our dittle’ island. or out liitle

orld that, after a time-had .passed, some: of:the people would be
able to. take and enjoy a superabundance. of.all:the: friiits -of:
labgur. without doing any labour at:.all; while. others would: be.
forced.to work the livelong day.for a pitiful living. .- L
....Bnt;let us introduce. ariother. .element into:the supposition..

Let us suppose great discoveries. and inventions—such as the steam
engine, the power loom, the Bessemer process, the reaping machine,
and the thousand:and-one. labour-saving, devices that are, such .a
marked feature of our era.. What-would be the-result 2 . ....v
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the ‘marks of ‘What we' call high civilisation ; ‘that in the
schools and ch i5 d‘égrg's_ie’_s‘:and'j hge_'s | Cre

1 that niakes lives that might be 4 blessing
and every year drives more and Iore'to” seek un
the gates of death, " For, d pefmanent tendéncy fo eqr
i all the forces of progress ténd to ‘greafer” an

i is contrary to Natire, The poverty and misery, ‘the
_degradation, that spring from the unequal distribution’ ot
we are not the results of natural law; they spring’ fron ol
defidnce of nattiral Jaw.  They are ‘the fruits of our refusal to obey
the supreme law of jistice, It is” because we' r6b the “child of his
birthtight ;" because” we make the bounty which 'the Creator
intended “for all the exclusive property of somie, that these things
come upon us, and, though advancing and advancing, we chase
buit the mirage. s e T
. When, by lightning’ flash ‘of friction’ amid" dry grasses, the
Instting faries of the fire first Aung their lutid glow" into the
oW k In"affright | When

can’ see, whatever is ‘potent for evil 15
or good.” “Dirt,” saidl Lord Brougham, “is mattar

place.” " And so the squalor and vi isery’
the very heart of our civilisation are
tion of forces in their nature ‘miost élevating, © - S
: oubt riot that whichever way; ath trn. to inquire of
Nature, He will conie tipon “adjustments” which  will ATOUSE hoY
merely his wonder, but his gratitide, - Yet what has'most impressed
me ‘with' the' feelifig that the laws of ature “dre the Taws of
beneficent ___ihtélli‘génce_'_i_s"__wh'a_t_I_ ‘see of social” possibilitiss

olved in the law of rest. Rent* spiings from hatural canses.

% Lof course, e the word * rent » in. its.economic, not.its common. sense,
meariing by that what is commonly called ground rent,
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erences in the distribution of popittation;

ton_of laborr, with the advance of the
vention. . And this, by virtve of 1 law
ure of things, has the Creator provided
h: _ _ mankind shall be an dvince toward
equality, an advance ‘toward co-operation; *an advance toward a’
social State in which not even the weakest need be crowded o the
wall, in which even for the infortunate and the cripple theré may be
ample provision; eventie, which azises from the commion
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“to: improvement and use, - The ircentive to:land 'moneply would
- be gone.:: Population: would spread where: it is nuw too-dense, and
‘becoine: ' shomne e
- Appropriate rent “in this ‘way,  and not--only:would: natural

enser whte it:ds now. tog:sparse. ...+«

' ital, :but- all the
st upon:the. cen-
sumer would beé abolished.  The demand for labotit woirld increase,

' ould rise; every -wheel of production :would -be set in

x LAppmpr.i.ate rent inthis way; and the:present expenses.of Govern-

“ment would beat'once verymuch reduced-—reduced directly by the
“gaving in.the present-cumbrous and expensive schemes -of taxation,
“reduced:ipdirectly by the diminution in pauperism: and in.crime.
“This simplification: in- governmental ‘machinery,: this elevation. of

moral tone which would result, would make it possible for Govern-

‘ment:to assume the running of railroads, telegraphs, and other

businesses: which, ‘being in their nature monopolies, :cannot, as
experience -is ‘showing;. be - safely - Jeft" i the: hands. of private
-individuals and eorporations: c:In::shett, losing its- character as a
‘repressiveageney;:Goverriment -eould: thus gradually pass:inte.an

“administrative agency-of the great co-operative association—sociéty.

< For; appropriate “rent An thisway, and' there would e at ‘once

& datge: surplus: over and:above: what. are nowconsidered the

legitimiate expenses: of Government.. . We could: divide this,.if we
wanted to, among the whole community, share -and-share alike,
Or we could ‘give evéry-boy = small capital:for a-start when he
' & irla: dower, every. widow -an “anniity, every
-aged person a:pension;: out:of: this éommon. estate. s Orwiscould
~do with our great common fund:many, many things that would:be

“for:the commion benefity many;. many things:that -would. give to the

poorest what even the richest cannot now-enjoy:! Wecould
: estabilish. free libraries; lectures,: museums;artigalleries, -observa-

steries, gymnasiums, baths, parks, theatres ;-we:could-liné-our roads

SWith: fruit trees, and make ‘oureittes’ clean and swholesome -and
beautitul ; we -could cOn_dtxct--.exp.eriment_s,-.; and: offer: rewards: for
inventions, and throw them open to publicuse, o o

‘.. Think of the encrmous wastes that now go on: The waste of
false revenune systems, which hamper production and bar exchange,
which-fine a man for erecting a building where none stood before,
- for making two blades ‘of grass growswhere there was but one.
jaste of [iinemployed labout, “of dle machinery, of those
petiodical depressions of industry almost as destractive as war,
The waste entailed by poverty, and the vice and. crime and thrife.
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lessness and drunkenness that spring from it ; the waste entailed
by that greed of gain that is its shadow, and which makes business
in large part but a masked war; the waste entailed by the fret and
worry about the mere physical necessities of existence, to which so
many of us are condemned ; the waste entailed by ignorance, by
cramped and undeveloped faculties, by the turning of human
beings intc mere machines !

Think of these enormous wastes, and of the ethers which, like
these, are due to the fundamental wrong which produces an unjust
distribution of wealth and distorts the natural development of
society, and you will begin to see what a higher, purer, richer
civilisation would be made possible by the simple measure that
will asseri natural rights.  You will begin to see how, even if no
one but the present Jandholders were to be considered, this would
be the greatest boon that cculd be vouchsafed: them by society,
and that, for them to Aight it, would be as if the dog with a tin
kettle tied to his tail should snap at the hand that offered to free
him,  Even the greatest landholder!  As for such landholders as
our working farmers and homestead owners, the slightest discus-
sion would show them that they had everything tc gain by the
change. DBut even such landholders as the Duke of Westminster
and the Astors would be gainers.

For it is of the very nature of injustice that it really profits no
one. When and where was slavery good for slaveholders?  Did
her ernelties in America, her expuisions of Moors and Jews, her
burnings of heretics, profit Spain? Has Great Britain gained by
her injustice toward Ireland? Did not the curse of an unjust
social sysiem rest on Louis XIV. and Louis XV, as well as on the
poorest peasant whom it condemned to rags and starvation—as
well as on that Louis whom it sent to the block? Is the Czar of
Russia to be envied?

This we may know certainly, this we may hold te confidently :
that which is unjust can really profit no one; that which is just
can really harm no one.  Though ali other lights move and circle,
this Is the pole-star by which we may safely steer.
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