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LAND AND LABOR:

Mr. Gecrge began his remarks in a low, conversaticnal téné
of voice, but before he had reached the end of the second sentence
he warmed up to his subject, and his voice.filled the great house.

‘He;is,a pleasing speaker; clear, distinct ana'deiiberate. As he

épaﬁa he paced the platform to snd fro, sometimes with his hands‘

_olasped befora him, sometimes with them folded behind his back. His

gestures Were'feﬁ; but-gracefﬁlg
| He spoké- &s follows: - |
"D». DeBeck, in oﬁéﬂing the'meeting, addressed himSelf
Fb ladiss an&'fellqw citizens. Let me say what I know he intended

by addressing'myself te my falioﬁ citizens, whether they be women

oF wﬁether they bé‘men. (ﬁgplauée.) A3 Dr,DeBgck has said, we do
know what we want; we want the earth! (Grest laughter and applause)
We Want_tha earth, not for ourselvesAalong, but we want the aartﬁ
for all men. What this movement aims at is thé asserﬁion of fhe
great truth that the earth was created for gll the childran“of‘men.
(Applause.) Qur chairmen is right; we are beginning a struggle
greater and broader than those that Wént before, and I congratulaté
you, men of the land and labor clubs of Cinecinnati, who, in'fhe
weét, have been first to unfurl the bannef of the new and greater
struggle for human rights.(4Applause.) When the last long bitter
contest was over, and chattel slavery was gone in the United States
forever, some one said to James Redpath: "Now that you have abol-
ished slsvery, what next do you propose to abolish?® Quick as a
flesh Redpath answered:'?ﬁe next thing we propose tq abolish is
poverty.' (4pplause.) 'I did not know then,' said Redpath, 'how

poverty was to be abbldished; but I aid know that 1% ought to be
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‘ébélisheda’- But now James Redpath does know not only that poverty«
ouoht to be abalished, but how it can be abolished, and he stands

with us on this platform of the land for the people, demanding with
us that egquality of human rights to the use of the earth thét; once

gained, Will-end'povertyg

“In;prociaiming this central truth we set our fest upon

a rock. XNo @atter what to-day @r_toamorrew may bring forth, no

' matter how the next campaign or the campaign after that goes, they

who stand on the side of truth are sure of ultimate vietory. The

starg in their gourses fight for them. (Applause.) A1l the high
impulses ofrthe human heart,zall the greét desdsﬁand names of the
past, all fhe threbbing aspirations for the future are on their

side, and succeed they'musts When a great truth fairlyréomaskintq
discussion, that wﬁieh is opposed to it is doomed. And the‘great

truth which we assert is now so well to the front that if cannot

be ignored. In the great cempaizn thet we are beginning we clasp
hands with our brethern of Iraland, of England, of Scotland, snd of
o _ cbptinental Burope, taking our part in a wokld-wide struggle that
can end only in vietory. (dpplause.) Let politicians make plat-
forms to catech votes. For us theré“is but one thing to do, and
that is to proclaim the truth and to stand for the right never fear-

het in God's own time the truth will triwmph.
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7 41l over the country, all over the world, there iz a
deep and deepenina dissatisfaction with “00181 conditions ~ & vague
groping after something that will put an end to the injustice which
the masses feel. This movement of ours must g0 on gathering'Strengh,
for we have set our faces in the right rosd. A4As our chairman has
said, we know what we want and how to get it. We in New York snd

you here in Cincinnati, in proclaiming that the grsat end for which
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~ the working-massés must.struggie is the resumption of nétural
rights in the land - strike at thé he art of all fhe perplexing
scoglal difficulties of our day. KNot that there ére to;day in
(.%fifvrigggggzgéﬁgﬁésotherﬁthings - that are wrsng-besidgs the tenufe of
land, but fhat this is the fundamental wrong from which these

minor wrongs procéed, which must be righted before those can be

. I‘igh ‘teﬁ. e

"Throughout the civilized world we ses te-day=phéno—

mens of the ééme kind. .In spite of the great advance in the ﬁowér
of producing weslth; in épite of a produetion of wealth:unpreeeﬁ-
ented in all ages gone before, there is want and saffériﬁg;'aﬂd the
graat mass of mankind, in.SPité of all that inveﬁtion_and‘disebvery
ha&e dané %0 inecrease the power bf,human hands to satisfy-human
wants, are compelled to work for a bare living, anarto consider
themselves, in many cases, favored %hen they get the opportunity td
earn only that. What is the cause? It can not be anything pecu~

liar %o one ccuntry. It must be semething common to them all. And

in the graat broad fact,that in all our civilized'ccuntries ther
majority of men and women who come into the Wﬁriﬁ are denied all
rights whatever to the use cof that world is a sufficient explandion.
In the very kimiom of heaven such a system would vroduce the same
phenomena that we see heve. Man is a land animal. It is only on
Tand snd from land that he can live at all. 411 his preduction
consists in working up the raw material that we c¢sll land. We often
say that labor is the creator df wealth. When %e say that, it is
only true in a metaphorical sense. Labor creates nothing. Man is
not a creator; he is & producer - that is, a bringer;fcrth. What

lsbor does is to bring forth from the reservoirs of nature; and alil



human producition is but the change in form or in place of what we
find slready in existence - of the raw material that nature ﬁlaced_'
herg;‘ Men is & land snimsl. He iz a product of land himsslf. Our

5 5 very bedies are drawn from the earth. ZFrom the soil we come and

%o the SQiii we'return_again, childraﬁ'qf the land Jjust assmuch as ;
the flower is of the tree. Labor is the pfnaucer of wealth in the
sense of being the active faé&ar that brings forth the Wealth. But .

labor is perfectly helpless unless 1t ‘hes the raw material to agt

upon; and theref@re, deprlved of aeccess to the land, no matter what

hls pcwer toc labor may be, a man is utterly helplesg.

"This is the explangtion of what we see today - great

%}jh1 massss of meﬁ‘endowed.With the power to 1gbor, but‘umtarly halpless_
‘to employ themselves, because they have nothing to émploy that 1abér
dn and thus driven to a cut—throat competitlom w1th sach cther to
séll thelr nower of lsbor to some one elde.

“HEre is the explanation of those perplexing qqastioﬁs

of right andﬁwrong that arise in our labor struggles. It is true

that nc man has & right to forbid others from sesking employmenﬁ
but esch man has a God~given right %o employ his cwn labor, and it
is the denlal of this iight thet leads bo combinations, boyeotts
end strikes. When there exists in any community a great class of

men who cannot employ themselves, then they have to zith each other

A

for the wages of some employer. They have'tc bid =2gainst each
other. They have to beg and strain and even fight, for the conse-
gueneca of that competition is that wages inevitably go down to the
lowest point on which men will counsent to live. 4nd that is the
minimum.to which wages tend all over the civilized worid to~day in

spite of all our advances in labor-saving machinefﬁ a minimum to
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which wages iﬁ the organize& fradés ard only freventéd from félliﬁgi?f{
by the effoft& of laber assocliatiocns.

"Pake those gréat strikes in New York. What is it that
the strikers\hafe had to contend against? It is thé rush of unem-
plcyéd men anxious to go to woik‘an~any terms. So, it is with'all"“
gtrikes énd,devices by which organizeé werkmen,aﬁtampt ﬁb_carry '
their point; ‘they comnsist in the main of 6hoving back this conpe ti~
tion, in.keeping-off the pressure of men who areé ready to take any
weges rather than starve. _ : | ‘

"The weakness of organlzed iabor, the dlfflculty of all
attempts to increase wages arises from the faet that even the best
of times there are many, and in what we call bad times there are a
vast numbsr of, men éll over the country willing and snxicus %o
work, ready te work hard for a poor pittance, and yet uneble to
, find an opportunity to do so. 4And the cause of this fact is evi-
dently that laber is @enied acecess to the ﬁatu:al oppcrtunifies of
employment; that the land, without which labor is helpless is mono-
polized., |

"The workingmen of New York are beginning to reslize’
that 1if thequould-improve the &oBdition of the mechanie and arti-
gan they must take intq account somebedy else; that If they would
permanently raise the wages of skilled labor they must do some-
thing for the unskilled laborer. {Applause.) That if they would
permanently improve the condition of the men of the c¢ity they must
make & common fight with thé farmers of the country. (Applause.)
And éeaing that, they have ccme to the land guestion, the fundamen-
tal question of all, and they propose to make opportunities for

labor %o obtain employment by opening to labor ﬁhe natural oppor=

tunities that the Creator intended for the employment of men.
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“Fhy, think of 1ti We are graduslly getﬁing $o look:
upon tﬁé empioyment of any kiﬁd as 2 boon. We maintain a stupid
téfiff wall around our cquntry - what for?  The populsar idea is to
kéap'work”in the cecuntry, to kesp foreigners from doing our work.
And wé_réally lock upon the fact thét men imprisoned for cerime
. are put to work as an in;upy to werkingmen in taking work from them.'if
Imaglne s bird that could thlnk flylng over this countryl Do you. |
think it could understand how it was, in a country like thisrﬁhat
_ work was édarée? .Ought there be any scarcity-of work as long as
people want the things tﬂat work preduces? Oughtrthere be any scar-
city efrwork-wheﬂ the natural-apportunities for work are so abun-
dante" | |
- "How is 1t there is not work snough in & country with
a vast extent of untilled land; in a country where mines are yet
hardiy opened; in a country where the natural resources are for
our present population multiplied by‘tens and hundreds? If there
is any scarcity of work, is it not an artificial searcity, born of
the monopoly of the natural eiements necessary to productive work?

"Consider the absurdity of the cry of over-production
which we hesr so often. To many of the thiﬁgs‘that thousanis and
‘millions of people wante ‘An ovefproduction of dry goods, when
gertainly nine-tenths of the women in this country would like two
or three nsw dresses? (Laughter.) An overproduction of food when
people have 1o stin$'theméelvesi An overproduction ofrclothing
when men have to wear sheir old-clothesi There can be no over-
proéuqtion in the true sense of the word until everybody has enougha
{applause. ) Overproductionl I remember rsading a year cr two age
in one of our eastern papers abcutl a Massachusetts boot and shee

menufacturer. He called his girls together snd sald that owing to
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an_ovérpréduetion‘he muét ée&ﬁce the number of hands and Wéges;
but he was a good,kind employer, and he knew they were good, de-
Serving girls, and in order to make it up to them he would allow
to work two hours-overtime. (Great laughter. ) .

| "So in this case the net result of what was ealled
overnroductlon was that these poor girls has to work two hours
lonmer for the same wages. 4nd so it is generally. While we
talk of overproduction {f the strests of the cities ang roads of
the country are filled with men who canﬂet obtaln-empleyment,
our factories are filied with 1ittle childfeﬁ and‘young girls. In
nearly all our a8tates it has heen found neeessary to pass nrohl-
bitory laws to prevent parents puttlng their children to work when
they ought to be at play. (4pplause.) It is no overprcdq@tion;.iﬁ
is unjust distribution. (8pplause.) Thape is net production
enoughs AIfIthe men who would like to be at work could be at work
esrning honest wages, how long do you thihk trade would bz dull in
this country? et the artisans and ‘the mechanies and the builders
and other trades all be employed, and how iong would the farmers
have %o compléin of hard times? The cause of this dissase is sim~
ply that men who would like to expend their labor in_produging weal th
for themselves find themselves deprived of the cpportunity, snd in
our system of the division of labor, whéen one man who would like to
.be at work fiﬁds ne opoertunity, some cther man is compelled to
stend idie. Sc the stagnation ruas all through, one industry after
gno ther.

"There sre unguestionably many things that are wrong in

our soclasgy today, but this grest fundamental wrong is in itself

bﬂLflC ent to accoant Tfor the existeunce of poverty in the mldst of
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abundant wealth; Under any state of things, in any condition of
sociéty where a great class of people were deprived of the natural
opportunitiés for the sxertion of labor, where they had no.right

3 whatever to the land on which they 11ved whers they were eonpelled
frem day to dayrande week to Week to purchase tha right of llvang,
there must be poverty, there must be that unjust dlstrlhution of
wealth which piles up wealth in the hands of men who do not labor
'iani'eompeis those who 4o 1lsbor to take the very smallest remuners-
-tion. ‘
| "If you have any difficulty as to what is the trouble

in the United States with out raiirqads and complex &achinery of pro-
dugtion, go over inbto Ireland. Go into Connemara or the_SGottish
islsnds. There you will see éociety in the most primitive conditionsﬁf
women‘using.tha spinning-wheel and the hand-loom, and men working

vet with the sSame agricultural instruments that our forefathers used
centuries ago. They work hard, yet why are they pdor? There can

he no gquestion abput the reason there. Those psople are poor because
all they can make, save & bare living in the best of times, is taken -
from them by the landlords. The workers live in hovels. 4And it is
not because their neighbor won't produce more than eﬂough to enable
them to live in the hovels. Every onee in a whlle you will come

upon a magnificent mansion and splendld grounds. The man who lives
in the house when he is in the country - for the best part bf his
time he lives ﬁn London or in Paris - does no work at all. He pridss
himself uyen the fact that his ancsstors for éenerations never 4ig

a gtroke of work. The people.who do the work have a bare living,
having tc pay to him all the surplus for the right to work on the

land, for the right to make nature produce upon the call of lshor.
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"Yet he, the idler, lives in luxury, becausé asrowher
of the iand he has power to ceompel the people who de the WOrk to
give up to him all their work produées, save the barest living, for
the pri#ilega of working.on his lana,-‘for the privilege of living
in his world. N | '

"ind this funaamemtél injuétiee; which in the %implest

indugtrial conditions operates to divide men into the rich and the

poor, to give wealth to those whe do ncthing to produce 1%, and to
rob the preducer of the Just fruits of his toil, operates in the
same way in more complex industrisl conditiors. No matter how
.eomplex those conditiong, man is yet arlaﬁa animel, who can only

live on lsand end from land, and .all his production is yet the chang- o

ing in plaee or form of natural elements - the union of labor with

land. 4nd in the primary inequality resulting from the fact that

some men are compelled %o pay other men for the privilege of living
end working is the source of that mens trous inegquality which has
alrsady in our new country brought forth the millionaire on the one

side and the tramp cn the other, anad whidh makes every addiﬁion-to

L
i

the power of prcduction widen the gulf between rich and poor.
"Wealth is produced by Work.. ‘.f’ir'heri a nan enjoys a great
income, when,he gan get a finé house and clothes and ca?riagas, am
all that human 1;bor can préduce, without doing anything himself, it
must be at the expense of those whoe do work. Look at the enormous
incomes in New York that are drawn by the cwners .of the scil. Where
do they ccme from? They come from the lsborer. Look at these Eng-
lish dukes and lords that are ccming over here and buying great
tracts of ocur western land. .Do you suppose they want that land?

They don't want to come over hare and till ib, nor do they want to
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carry it éway. They-do net really want the land. They want the
revenue; that is the producs of labor, that the ownership of that
land will zive them when American citizens have to pay them a price

for the p*lVllege of using it. - Merd lend has no valme. It is not

land we are selling them. It is the power to appropriate the pro-
duce of Americef lsborers yet to be. {Applause.)
"Lock in which directicn you may and you will see the‘

evil effects of-attaching to land the same individual rights of

proﬁerty that juétly attach to things produced by humen labor. Go
into the city of Few York, the grestest of dmerican eities, and

See how people are crowded together there wmder éondltlona which

deny 11ght aﬁd gir sufficient to malntaln bodily health crowded
Vtogether under cenditions with ingvitably dagrada the health-of the

soul. An& what is the reason of that? People are crowded so in

New York, that 1littls children die like flies in summer. It is neot.

because there is not land enough. Half the area of Rew York is yet
unbuilt upon. Why do people not go uﬁon that vacantrlané énd build
houses? OSimply because the iand is heldrby dogs-in- the-manger, who
have no use for it‘at the present time and'arelsimply holding it in
o#der to get s high price for it. There is plenty o land sround
Rew York on waich men whd caﬂﬁot find employment from an employsr
might find work for themsélves. But if they wefe to attempt to
thus go to work for themselves,they‘would at once be warned off.
4nd though.they might travel a thousand miles, they weould find the
same difficulty. Evérywhere unused natural opportunities for the
employient of labor, but everywhere the dog-in-the-manger who will
not let them use what he is making no use of,unless they can pay'

him a blackmall price or mortgage their labor for years. 4nd so they
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turn back to swell the erowds that fill the cities, compsting with
each other for opportunities Ho get the wazes of some employer: .sd
they becama begae"s paupsrs, tramps.

"This 4s the cause that is bringing on this new repub-
lie, on this virvin continent, all the curses that afflict Europe.
The canker that ate out the hesrt of Italy is beginning to eaég?out
the heart of the great republic of the wegt. Iabor saving machinery -
and all discoveries and irventions that hﬁve sé incressed the power
of men to labor seem, instead of imprbving thé condi tion of the mre
laborer and ralsing wages, to have made these condltions harder; f@r
1abor saving maehinery, no matter how far 1t can go, cannot do any-
thing for the mere laborer in the country where the land is all mono-
polized. Take sueh a country as Irsland. Let the sun be more geniel,

the climate more favorable, who would resap the benefit? The land-

lara. Given a country in which one class of people own =11 fha land,r ’

_ and you may imagihe labor saving invenﬁion and discowvery to go so
far  that lahor would be entirely unnecessary - no matter if wealth
| could be produged without labor we can not imagine it possible, to
be preduced without lend until we can imagine scmething to be pro-
duced out of nothing. ILand would 8ti1l be neeessary, and the result
would be that the owners of land could obtein all the wealth the
land was able to produce without glving anything to the mere labor-
er, and the man who was simply a laborer would simply becemsza pau-
per. And upder these conditions, no matter‘if wealth rained down
from Heaven, it could not benefit the laborer. |

"Our friend Dr. DeBeck has spoken of the tOrch that was
11t in New York - no, not in New York. It is the old fire. It is
the torch that was raised here in Americs in the Deglarstion of TIn-

dependence! (Apzlsuse.) rﬁhat.wa stand for is the egual snd in-
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aliéuable rights of men. The truth we proclaim is the truth pro-

8laimed by our forefathers§ the truth that God has creaté& men fres

and equal, and has endowed them with certain inalienable rights.

It is the equal right té live and the equal right o labpr-that we

contend for. (Applause.) - | |
_ | ' “Wa contend that every child that comes into the worla

‘hecomesselzed with the right to an equal right to the use of this

world while he lives. We contend, as Thomas Jefferson sald, that

the land belongs in usufructito the living, and not to the dead.
"We hold in full to the right of progerfy ~ aye, to ths

sacred right‘of property.‘ That which a man makes, that which his

labor produces, is his agéiﬁst all the world, to use and séll, to

give,_fo bequeathy to do whatsoever he pleases with it, so long as

with it he dées no inju{f'to-any.bna else. A4And as_neéeséary to SQ‘,
care this just right of prbperty we confénd-that_no one can secure
such right to the eaxth that he shall be enabled to compel othe rs
to gife up to him the preduce of their lasbor for the privileze of
living and wﬁrking. {Applauss.’) |

"Now, how do we propase to carry out this prineiple?

If it is a moral truth - and I think no oné will deny that it is &
morsl truth that all men.are the crestures of the common Creatoer,

and have an equal right to the materials of this earth during their

continuance upon it - if that be a truth, them thers must be a way
to carry it out that will aceord with every dictéte of justice.

That will injure no one, and that will be entirely practical. Don't
kelisve them when anyﬁody says to you a thing is right or Just, |
but it is impracticable. This is mnot that kind of a worlg. Thaﬁ —

which is Just, that which is right, slways is practicabla. (Applause.)
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/I : "Let me declare plainlykand distine¥ly, for this is é

point on which thers is much misapprseshensicn and misrepresentation,

that we do nct propose toc have the state take the land from its
_present ocwners and divide it up or\reﬁt it outy WB gsimple propose

to makéasuch'a-change in our figeal system as will shift the burden

PR
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of taxation from labor and the products of labor to land values -

the valus attaching to land; irvespective of the improvements upon

e AT

1t; the value dttaching to lani, net by reason of what the occupier ‘f;f

has done, but by reason of the growth of the community. We propose

[ ———————

to reach by this easy and gradual change the end at which we aim,
and that ehd isrthat the man who enjbys ‘the privilege of holding &

! piece of land that ths growth of the'community has made valuable,
shall pay to the community what the speeial privilege is worth, and
thus all eitizens be plaéea upon an equal foobing. When this is
done, or even as we appreach it, it will becbme unprdfitahle for
anybody to held land wifhout using it, in the expectation of growing
rich'by the vélﬁe which attaches to it from the growth. of the eommuti~
ity.  Land will become profitable only to thoée who wanf to use it.

Thus the-dog~in~the-manger will be choked off, and from the wacant

lots of éur eestern citiés to the great tracts held on speculétion
in the far west, opportunities for employment will be thrown open
to labor and forestalling be prévented“ﬁ {Great applause.f

Mr, George went on at length tomshow the stupidity of our
present mode of taxation in repressing ths production of wealth and
putting & fine upon thrigt and industry, and pointed out the fraud and:
corruption to which this inevitably leads. He showed that a ftax on

land values could be ccllected more easily, more certainly, and with

less evasion and ccrruption than any cther tax, and would in no wise
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repress 1nd“strj or lessen the wvalue of lend to the user. He ridi- e
culed the idea that this was a scheme for exempbing the Ffich from t&x;
ation, asking, if that were so, why the rich so bitterly opposed ift,
and why it was that when the organized workingmen of New York made

 this the mein plenk in their platform the cry went up from the rich

that socelebty was in danger,ranﬂ nothing that money could do was left .
l‘undone to beat them at the polls. The men who profited, or imagined
they -profitsd, by the present ﬁmﬁus% distribution of wéalth kneW, he
said, that this simple measure sitruck at the very hsart of gréat for-
tunes, and that it Wasrfevolutienary-;n the best-éense, since it ﬁould
reveluticnize the system that .made labor = drué in the.markat an& for~

céd men to bem for empleyment.
He hpa went to some 1ength into a discussicn of thﬂ chgrge

made thaﬁ_the concentratlon of all taxzation upon land values would

injure thé farmers, declaring on the contfary that there was nc class
- of the community that would profit more by it than the working farmers.
"Is the condition of the Ameriéan farmer now so good," asked Mr. ch:ge,’3

"$hat he should fear to examine any propositicn‘forféhradical éhange C

ih the present system? On the contrary, he is the man on whom under
our system, texation falls With'%nsparing severity. A farmer goes
upon a piece of land, end by his labor mekes himself a home. Al-
though it may never have been used before, and there are around it
thousands of acrés still unused; he is forced to nay for it a price
which involves thse labor of years, and iﬁ nmany cases bo give a mort-
gage upon his labor which it will take him years to pay off, if he
ever does succeed in paying it off. In the mean time our system of
indirect taxation adds to the cost of'everything he consumes wi thout

adding to the price of anything he has to seil. He brsaks up the



- take the weight of'taxation off the country districté snd to place

‘lation wculd_be.most impo¥tant and most beheficent. Our present
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land and sows a crop; he builds a house and a barn, plants an orch-
ard and prcduces wealth:by his labor where none=wwas produced before.
Down comes & tax-gatherer end taxes him for &ll this, and not merely

this, but CERRE universal throughout the Uniﬁed States, he. is taxed

'on the value of his land far more than the mere speculator is taxed -

an 1ﬁna juat ag good in every respaect but which he is heldlng un-
used. The man who tills hls own fieldg is a leborer rather than a
lan&awner and it is to his intersst that the burﬁen of taxation
ahould be taken off of labor and put upon land valuas. The effeet"

of this wOuldibe to relieve farmers from taxation. It would be to

it upon thé great land valﬁes of the towns and of tlhioge minersal dis-
tricts to which the demands of an increasing population give great
value. 4&nd sinee the result would be %o destroy the speeulafive

1%

value of lend, where land of the same guality was yet unused, the

farmer, under the system which we propose; would have no tax what~;
ever to pay, whether direct or ina1rect.

“ind the general effect upon the distribution of popu-

system, which sllows a man tc grOW'fich by merely apsropriating
land and holding it, crowds people together in the cities and un-

duly seperates them in the country. lien aim not at getting what

land they want to use, but at getting all they can hold. Under a
system of texation which did away with all temptation %o hold land
idle for the sake of iﬁs inersass in value there would be more al-
bow~room in the cities and better setiled neighborboods in:the
country. One of the terrible facts which show the direection in

which we are drifting under our present system is the rapid increase )
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of insanity, and it is aﬁdng,the farming population that the increase
‘in insenity is most marked. This is due to the hard and dreary life
l of the farmer and the fa:mer'é wife; to the absaﬂcé'of the soclety '
and soclial enjogments whieh_é be tter distribution_of papulation would
secures. Ang,further; the fact is that the American farmer, of whom
'sa much has been said,is, under the pressure of thélpresent system,
already beginning to disappegr, Ths last census showdd that one-
quarter of the farmers'wera”already tenants; and this prpportionris
stéadily increasing. 4 great part of these who are the nominal 7
owWners bf their farms were,bnly the nﬁﬁi@ﬁli owners. . They are'being
eaten out with morigages. The history of the world Shows that where
private-property in land exists the ownership of soil must concen-
tréﬁe, and the farming e¢lass become mere tenaﬁts'aﬂd laborers with
a rapidity preportloned to the material progrees of the country and
the introducfion of labor saving machinery; a4t the acaeésion of
James II, 1t is stated by Macaulay, the majority of English fa&mars
wers the owners of the aeres they tilled} but for a long time paét
the farmer who owned his own farm has been a curiosity in Eﬁgland,
and the degraded English agricultural laborer represents the class
‘whom we have been mccustomed to boast of as the independent Ameri-
can farmer. A movement $é assert the rights of all men to their
nétive séil eannot harm the working farmer. - It can only benefit
him, ag it will all classes of laborers. Thewonly men @ho;caﬁ be
injJured by it are those whose interests as landownsrs pure and gimple
are greater than all their other intsrests; and while such men,
and they are yet few in the United States, might relatively be losers,
they, too, would absdlutely gain; for the desiruction of menepely,

which now prevents men from employing their own labor and brings
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'abqutrthe cnaeSEﬁedydompetiﬁioﬁ'Which constantly tends to forcé
ﬁagés to the étarvation point,.Would_abolisﬁipovértj éna'thé faar
ef~yoverty; and would so erormously increase ths ﬁrgduction of . |
wealth and so equalize i%s distribution, that the humb%est and poor-

est could feel sure of securing all that was necesssry to 2 comfori-

sble and independent existence, without hard toil, and wonld exempt -

them from the enxieties which noW‘heset—a%%—e%a&séswww%ha—mgﬁfwhem¥—~+f§
are ﬁbw[striving-and étrainingxto heap up Weéith:in crder to Wérd B
off the denger of poverty frpm'themselves and their'chilareﬂ, would
be_faf.more secure in a state of society'inuwhiéh no one neéed fear
poverty, and could.wellrafford to buy entrance to it, if that were
necessary, by giving up all their present_foséessiansg“

Kr.George closed by declaring that while 1t was impossible
in an heur or two fo amswer all the;ohjeetions that woulﬁ arise in
the minds of those who had not thought much upon the_sﬁbject, he ﬁas
gertain that, as they did think wpon it, the pr0positio£:to concen-
trate all téxation upon land values would more and mere commend itself,
and he then invited questidns from the audience.
The oﬁportunity éfforded was. eagerly taken advantage of, amd onaf
queétion after another was promptly answered by Mr. George fo the great B

satisfaction of the audlence. until ths lateneés of thse hour compelled

the chairman 1o bring the meeting to a close.

Dated.Feb.26,1887




