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The purpose of the
School A e s 1o
provide aviicles, news
and commentz dealing
with political, social
and coonomic mmiters

as an exiension of the
study classes of ihe
School: fo eiponnd
the first orincicies of
economic science and
social mstice and show
their validity, relevance
and significance when
related to carvsat
economic nroblerms; 1o
sustain interest among
ex-students and = to
inspire participation io
the School’s  work.

@

June 3 1956e
Editoriq]

In the House of Commons on 5th June, Mr, A
Maemillan, Chancellor of the Exchequer, gave some
very ungatisfactory replies to points raised on
inflation. The uncouth, when put "on the spot!
with difficult questions, resort to abuse, but
gentlemen resort to embiguity. Mr., Maemillan is
a gentleman, Mr, C. Osborn, (C., Louth) in asking
the Chancellor to reduce the bank rate, got to
the heart of inflation, when he questioned the
controlTing of the use of money from a cosgt point
of view though a high bank rate, while leav1ng
the yolume uncontrolled,

Mre. Macmillan gaid the the trend of the various
weapons, of which monetary policy was one, would
be successful in overcoming our difficulties and
that monetary policy remained flexible, and the
bank rate would be varied as circumstances
required, Hardly answering the point?

‘Mr, Harold Wilson (Lab,, Huybton), got little
satisfaction or the same issue. He said the
high bank rate was not having the effect the
Charcellor wanted it 4o have on bank advances

and would not, So long as the Bank of England

<mnummdﬁokmmimeJm&vSMmkbmﬁsrqﬂww
ished so far a8 their cash bagis was concerned.

To thls Mr, Macmillan said we had not yeb
absolute proof on whether the re-introduction
of these methods would succeed or not, "I am




confident that as a result of the last fow nonths, we are beginning
t0 overcome our difficulities - go long 2¢ we do not throw UNnecaossary
spanners into the works." Weo are wondering what NECESSAYY SPANNGTS
Mr, Macmillan considers should be thrown into the works,

When the Chancellor was asked by Mr. Gaitslkell why, if things were
going as well as suggested, he kept on meking speeches about coming
disaster, Mr. Macmillan replied, "I do not say they arc golng well,

I say that if we use these weapons sengibly and carry on a wise policy,
we shall overcome our difficultieg,®

We are reminded of the speeches of Ramsay Macdorald in his later
years, and particularly of his almost famous words: ".,. We must g0
on and on and on and up and up and up.® That Mac did not last long
after he started to talk this way.

A _PRACTICAL PROPOSITION. "Where do we go from hero?' is a question

' often asked by students who have comploted
one or more courses at the Schocle It is an importsnt question. Here
is our brief reply. There is work %o be done in the political field.
If you are a member of a political party or organigation, there are
numerous ways in which you can bring the princinles learned at the
schocl to the notice of your fellow members. The School will gledly
put you in touch with many past students who are working in this way.

If youechew political~party battles, you ecan join the political
but non-perty independent orgenisation of exestudents and others Who
under the title. "Land Value Taxation League", are actively engoged in
promoting by a variety of means the principles taught ot the School.
Particulars of membership, branches, and current programmes are
obtainable from Mr, J,G. Bathe, Hon Secretary, Land Value Taxation
League, 4 Great Smith Street, S.W.1l.

Tho dusty arens of political action does not attract 2ll who would
advence the principles of oqual rights and freecdom. They can, however,
give invaluable service in the many ways open to them by the cducational
worie of the School. A postcard or televhone call to Mr. Blundell will
answer the query as to the manner in which you can help. Need we add
that the School needs money to maimtain its work? The School is
steadily expanding, and it is the past students who are doing the
pushingl




CLEAR EVIDENCE -  CLOUDED JUDGMENT

A long eseay entiiled "The 'Industrial Revolution'', by Ludwig
von Mises, appeared in "The Freeman," UsS.A., February 1956. The
essay was an "examination of the sowcalled horrors of the 'Indust-
rial Revolubtion' and the persistent myth that industrial progress
is a plot against employses.! (Dr. Mises is Visiting Professor
of Beonomics at Wew York University)s We asked Dr. F. Jones of :
Cardiff to review the essay. This is what Dr. Jones says ¢ ;

' il

Professor Miges' article on the Industrial Revolution is an
analysis of British industrial development and the myths which have
sprung up to account for it. It has only one shortcoming, a
persistent refusal to admit the obvious conclusion that the system
of land tenure slways determines the economic prosperity of a country
no matter what its indugtrial development may or may not be, For,
although the arpuments used point inevitably to this conclusion, the
writer seems perversely determined not to draw it,

One wonders why this is so. Professor Mises has certainly been
courageous and outspoken in his rejection of socialistic mythology, a
shibholeth which has been rendered so holy of late that even die-hard
- Tories are mesmerized by its 'objective truth'e. Mises denies that
Trade Unions and Government interference have ever brought about a

Dosonresd: alleviation of the working man's burdens, His argument for this

is irrefutable, however slick and abstract it may appear abt first. He
says: "As far as labour legislation and union pressure did not seek %o
exceed the 1limits of what the workers would have got without them as a2

- necegsary consequence of the acceleration of capital accumulation as
compared with population, they were superfluouss As far as they
excecded these limits, they were harmful to the interesis of the masses.
They delayed the accumulation of capital, thus slowing down the fcndency
. towards a rise in the marginel productivity of labour and in wage rates,
They conferred privileges on some groups of wage earners at the expense
of other groups,”

The truth was, he adds amusingly, that labour legislation was a
device of the aristocracy to 'get their own back' on the 'nouveau
riche' in the industrial classes, who were slowly outshining them in
power and affluence, It thus seems as if the present day Labour Farty

-and, to some extent, the Communist Party are both on the side of the
'Aristes! in their belated plot to syphon off the surplus wealth of the
capitalistss But, a by-product of the plot is that it slows down the
development of the country as a whole, impeding as a c¢onsequence the
natural rise in the standard of living of the masses,

Professor Mises'! own view of the Industrial Revolution 1s highly
analytic, although it is rendered imnocuous by hig failure to recognise




the consequences of land monopolyes He robute the idyllic picture

of pre-revolution England and stresses the fact that the poor- houses

znd jeils were filled with large numbers of dispossessed peasants who

"had become beggars as a result of the Enclosure Acts. But, he will

‘not admit that it was beeause of digpogsession from the land that

these people were reduced to crime and begging, he is far more

interestod in pointing out the philanthropy of the industrislists who

offered these people work, where there was none beforcs  To him there

was surplus population and. that was an end to the matter, The idea -

that men were forcibly restrained from cultivating the land which had '

nourished their forbears for countless gencrations does not seem bo

have entered his head,  Rather, he stresscs, that these boggars wore -
/fw/”“gbmnwmk,emntﬁmglmmﬁﬁﬂm

f\ f{}“” 2/7 were appalling, and that it is in the

=, tTAl!_ ‘ ’_’ﬂ,,,»~’ . ?ature of things ?ha? conditicns Anprove,
) ‘1 Ho?evor pleagant it is to see an ccone
TN rgg omist asserting the truth of man's perf-
Gﬁ %ﬁpzﬂ \ )\u& ‘w’}D eebibility, it scems a tonucus argument
a\ '&;>\\\\ ' ~—="">_.t0 base a scientific thesis on. The
/Z(\ /{1 S '\’“‘“““““v,ft fact is that conditions were appalling
Wy L7007 ; /> because the beggars had no choice, they
//ﬂ\-/ [’ _}t/// P P‘f] either rotted in jail or worked for what-
A ANy ever the capitalist offered. Bui, if
; vy } \i/ \\f’ i they hed not been turned off their land
BN | / in the Pirst place, thon they would have
<k\\\x .5§J t %\ been satisfied only with corditions
' o better than they already had, The moral

is obvious, but von Mises does not even imply it.

Through not @rawing the right conclusion, the writer is drawn
into a web of halfw-truths and shifty statements. These scrve only to
confuse the uneritical reader. He considers a free market economy a
solution in itself and points out, somewhat irrevelantly, that mass
production improves life for the masses and rarely serves the aristoc-
racy who cling to hand made goods!  Furthermore he is convinced that
selfish capitalists realise that improved health for their workers means
more production for them, This may well be so, but he blithely ignores .
the power of the land speciulator to lower the tempo of production by
pricing land out of the industrialist's cconomic reach, therchy causing
all the misery of slumpss He does not believe in his own arguments -
that private monopoly in land forces men to aceept any conditions of 1ifs
offered to thems He says "... the fact remaing that for the surplus
population which the enclosure movement had reduced to dire wretchedness
and for which there was literally no room left in the frame of the
prevalllng system of production, work in the factorles wes solvabion,®

This lack of logic vitiates his whole artlcle. It slso leads him




ony in the end, to formiate n’ strange and dangerous doctrine. of
Vindustriel hubriat, - o S

., He talks of industriel dovelopment teking place in South - !
America and in Asia and says: "They must go through all the stagés
through which the cvolution of Western industrialisn had to passe -
They must start ot comparatively low wages and long hours:. of work,"
He, thereforc, secs no easy industrizl revolution 4n afy none '
industrial country, all must suffer their quota of misery just as
the Greeks had. to submit to ineluctable fate. And, worst of all,
land menopoly is to be fostered in order to drive the masses into .
the "darky satanic mills", Let us at least hope that this is not
the message that the industrial West holds out to the East now in the
throes of its own industrial revolution.

st st e e she e ke sk e

BUNGLED BIOGRAPHY The June issuc of "Tho Draughtsmon" containg en
: article on Keir Hardie, and in it is the following:

"In the 1880's thore were significentstirrings in England. In
1879, Henry Goorgc had published his "Progress and Poverty" in
America. Two yoars later he came to tho United Kingdom and wonb
on & lecture tour. His book dealt with the poverty of the wagow
earncrs as o class, and advocated tho imposition of a single tax
and the nationalization of the land. Although his panccoas were
more relevant to American conditiomns than British, Herry George
was onc of the greet formative influcnces in the polibical thought

of the time.Y

It is surprising how much misundorstanding can be packed inmto onc paraw
graph., Henry Goorge did not deal with the poverty of wagewcarners as &
claga; he dealt with wage~carners, capitalists, land-owners and monow
polists; and doalt with their relationship to each other.

Furthor, he did not advocato the imposition of a singlo tax, dut the
"Single Tax" - a necessary correction in view of the fact that the
writor makes no attompt to oxplain what the “single tax" was - it
might havc been Incoms Tax or a poll tax for all his readers know,This
point is particulsrly important in tho light of tho statement that
Hemry George advoonted the nabtionnlisation of the land, Georpge was
egainst land nationalisation and proposcd the taxetion of land values.

Finally, Henry Goorge did not claim his romedy for the unequal digtrie
bubion of wealth wos o panoces ond spocifically says so in "Social
Probloms"”, As for his principles (pansceas) being more applicable in
the U.8.4, than in England, this statcmont simply betreys ignorence of
what thosc principles wore. The writor, in these circumstences, would
have done bottor to omit any reference to Henry George at all,
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Dear Sirs: For once I have failoed to
say what I mean. When referring to
"that conception', viz., freedom of
competition, I 4id not mean to imply that
Darwin's idea of it excluded land mono-
poly or contained any explicit referconce.
Cthereto. " When I asked how to determine
~ individual reward, I had in the back of
my mird wage payments as related to
eurrency and its instability.

If money be the medium of exchange, then payment in money is
vitally linked to commodity production. In any economic systenm
wholly based upon exchanges, it is fatal to depend upon credit and
paper money; for where no one is congeicusly rogulating the supply
of this medium of circulation, fluctmations on the market must
affect the value of currency unless it has intrinsic valuec.

I have not studied Marx deeply enough to be sure his vicw is
entirely superficial. But in his "Capital® (Vol.II, P.407) he
suggests that as the powerful tendency of profit-seeking production
is to expand without limit, unlimited supplies of crodit must lead
o Inflation. - Given an cconomy such as Georgelsts desire {one regul-
-ating itself by laws of the market), Marx insists on metal for the
balancing of international, and to somé extent also of internal,
commerce, In that respect he may not be profound, but some ardent
Keynesiang seem even more shallow by comperison, '

The aim of my last letter was to get a somewhat condonsed editorial
expandeds In that, at least, I seem to have succeeded. This time,
I bait my line with money as a theme for discussion.
' ' Leo F. Desmond (Leeds)

EDITORS! NOTE, We are not guite sure what ig meant by Monyment in

money is vitally linked to commodity production.™
Payment in money for much of the services and goocds rerdered is =
necessily of the civilised world, and the medium of exchangc is
vitally linked to the integrity of those who issue it!

Fluctuaticn on thé”(gQOés) market does not affeet the value of
currcney, whether the money has intrinsic value or not.

Paperrmoneyvis all right if itris convertible on demand intc the
metal it represents (gold or silver). It is fatal to depend upon
Paper money only when it Is made inconverﬁible {carte blanche for




& government to issue paper money at will - infletion), Otherwise
there is nothing wrong with paper monay,

Paper money does not need regulating - except to exchange clean
notes for dirty ones, When linked to pold it will regulate itself.
If more money is required by society, more gold as coins would tend
to come into eirculation. A governmert could substitube papar for
this gold also, provided again that the new money, like the old, wasg
convortible. '
~ Marx is wrong about inflation and, as quoted or paraphrased, zuilty
of = mon sgquitur. Unlimited supplies of "credit" do not lead 4o
inflation unless the "eredit" ig in fact unbacked newly~created paper
noney, ‘I.0.U.8 or chegues, no matter how sbundant, can never lead to
inflation, '

nla 28 nta
£ 0% % %

Dear Sirs: Mr. Desmond has raiscd sn intercsting point, May I
suggest that the answer is this : Land is frecly provided by nature
for the use of mem, but naturc does not provide men for the use of
other men ~ that would be a contradiction in btorms.

The suprome argument for the taxation of land values is that the
men who uses the best rescurces of nature Ho the gxclusion of other
nen should pay, as a compensation to his fellow men (for his denial
of their matural rights), their share in the benefits he receives
from his advantage,

Now suprose Mr. Supcrran earns cxeeptionally high wages through
his exceptional ability. Does he deprive his fellow men. of any of
their natural rights? If not, what moral claim have his fellow men
againgt him?

5.W. BRODER (London E.5)

Dear Sirs: The value of the ability of anyone can be decided on
the open market where the results of labour are exchanged for the
resulte of labour; but can we olwnys be sure that the ability of an
individual is the rosult of the beneficence of nature?

Other things being cqual, a University graduate with a good cnvirone

mental background will, gonerally speaking, have more to contribute

~ to society than a person who has not had these advantages, and will
usually be able to command more for his services - but how much of

this ability is inborn? In mony millions of people throughout the
world ftoday there is latent ability, but many of them are denied +the
opportunitics that would permit them to develop this ability to its
‘fullest. : ' ' :

So the argument brings us back to the fundamental issue of equal




rights. Much personal ability (but of course by no means all) hes
been acquired as a result of suporiority of cpportunity, and this
can very coften be traced to the inequitable distribution of weslth
and services resuliing from = monopely of Mother Naturc and kindred
privileges. That many succeed in developing their ability to the
fullest in spite of obvious disedvantagos, in no way inwelidates
the argument,

Let us not worry zbout sharing "the rent of ability®, but concene
trate on securing egual opportunitics for its develepment in all nen.
P.G. {Walthen Cross)

Dear Sirs ¢+ I have heen intercstoed by rocent roforences to
so=called "irresponsible agitators” in conncetion with the ocutery
against the new rating asgessnents, because I have been studying o
period of our history (i.e., the last 150 yoars) during which quite
a number of such reprehensible charactors appeared to hove stirred
up trouble of one kind or another tor the governnonts of the day.

At the beginning of the period, there was thot sinister group of
agitators known as the Chartists, who demanded such unheard-of things
a8 the secret abllot and votes for all men over 21. Then there WS
William Wilberforce, who made endless trouble for the government in
his determination to achieve the sbolition of slavery. And Lord
Sheftshury, too, who agitated most irresponsibly azeinst the enploy-
mert of children in our nines and factories.

Ard then there was Samuel Plimsoll, who so viclently disturbed the
peace of the House of Commons on behalf of the men of +the morchant
ravy, and who lived to sec his life-saving line painted on thousands
of merchant ships. Finally, in more recent times, we have experienced
the militant agitation of that most irresponsible group known as tho
Suffragettes, and have seen the extension of democracy which rosulted
from their sfforts.

Irresponsible? Agitators? Perhaps. And yet, when one roflccts
on the benefits which we, in our time, owe to the work and sacrificec
of these reformers, is it not the moral that the irresponsible =mgitator
of today may be the revered bonefactor of tomorrow?
B.W. BROGKES (West Wickhan)

WHAT PRICE KTITARNEY? The lakes of Killarney are for sale. The area
- to be sold by Messrs. John D. Wood, the London
estate agents, comprises over 8,000 acres, including the middie and
lower lakes, the island of Inissfallen, Ross Castle, the Abbey of St.
Finian, Kenmare House and Glena Mountain., Mre J.A, Nugent, chairman
of the Irish Tourist Board, spoke at the week-end of his hope that
"whoever acquires this estate will show the same enlightencd and gym-
pathetic attitude to the tourist indugtry as that displayed down the
years by the Kemare family,™! (Manchester Guardian, 13th June)




The Managing Director of the Alliance Building Soclety,
Mr, Lowis C, Cohen, writing in The Investors! Chronicle,
May 5, used a quotation from Progress & Poverty to support
his argument that building societies with surplus funds
available to invest should turn their attention to central
propertics.

The securities worthy of attention are those situated in the
acknowledged heart of the buginess life of our major cities; those
properties occupying sites for which the great tmultiple! traders
(whose names are household words throughout the country) are ever
ready to compete; the premier trading thoroughfares to which our
massive population is increasingly drawn for more-and more of its
requirementa, ' ' s

I should likée to conclude these observations with a quotation
from a notable work on the subject of land values, which is worthy
of further study by those who are interested. It is by that great
and farseeing economist, Henry George, Those who are familiar with
" his teaching will know thet he belioved in a copgstant increase in
land values in central sites: that was indeed the basis of his
teaching and if we teke the history of any major town in any civil-
jsed country in the world over the last hundred years, his teaching
is proven overwhelmingly correct. :

To go even further back, if we read the histories of ancient
Roman philosophers, we find that even in those distant days they
were emphasising how values increased in the heart of thelr owm
¢ities. The same is true today.

Henry George, writing of such cities as Chicago, St. Louis and
San Franeisco, says @ '

"Hither run all roads, hither set all currents, through all
the vast regions round about. Here, if you have anything to
sell, is the market: here, if you have anything to buy, is the
largest and the choicest of stock,
© "A1] these advantages attach to the land; it is on this land
and no other that they can be utilised, for here is the centre
of population ~ the focug of exchanges, the markebt plate and
workshop of the highest forms of industry. The productive
powers which dengity of population has attached to this land
are equivalent to the multiplication of its original fertility




by the hundredfold and the thousand~fold,

".ee Thalt this iz the way in which the increase of population
powerfully acts in inereasing rent; whoever, in a progressive
country, will lock around him, may see for himself. The process
is going on under his eyes., The increasing difference in the
productiveness of the land in use, which causes an incroasing
rise in rent, results not so much from the neccsgitics of
increased population compelling the resort te inforior land,

as from the increased productiveness which inereased population .
gives tothe lands alrcady in use.™

ﬂ\ﬁ)% P a LL WY
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ITS VALUE, Mr. AJW,J. Lewis '(La.b., West Ham N, ) asked the Chane
" cellor of the Exchequer what had been the depreciation

in the plrchasing value of the pound sterling since Junc 1954,

Mr, H, McMillan replied: "Taking the internal purchasing
power of the pound as twenty shillings in June 1954, the corroge
ponding figure for April 1956 was 18s,3d. This estimate is based
on the consumer price index for 195455 and the index of retail
prices thereafter,! (Manchester Guardian, 3rd May).

BOW ASD WHY TT FATLS, TFiduciary issue raised, £25 million increasc.

" The Bank of England retwrn to last Wednesday
shows an inerease in the fiduciary issue of £25 milliomn to £1,900
millione 4 similar increase was made in the week ended May 4 last
years (Times, 25th May).

THE REMEDY. Failure to take the necessary measures to maintain

' gince the war a reasonable measure of stability in -
the purchasing power of the pound “has been the largest brick |
that we had thrown into the international economic pool, "Sir
Arnold Plant, Sir Ernest Casssel Professor of Commerce in the
University of London, said last night.

He had no doubt that all our troubles arlslng from the present
inflationary position would cease as soon as a British Government
decided to accept the full respon51b111ty of their position as the
gole controller of currency issues., "One certain way to arrest
the conbinuing inflation is for the Treasury to instruct the Bank
of England that in any year from now on it must not increase the
Piduciary currency note circulation above the peak Tigure
for the previous year," he said.

(Times, 1st June 1956).




HOT OMINOUS FOR An "ominous" rise in the import of cheap footwear
THE CONSUMER! was emphasised by Mr. J.L. Petcher, retiring

- ' President, at the annual meeting of the Lelcester
County Boot Manufacturers!t Federatlon yesterday. Imports of leather
shoes had inoreased from 1,500,000 pairs to 2,500,000 pairs, he @aid,
and in contrast to our oWn riging export prices for footwear ‘the
average price per pair entering Britain fell by 2s. Cheap rubber
footwear being brought into the country from HongKong, and so escap-
ing tax, rose by 30 per cent and reached a total of 11,500,000 pairs.

(Manchestor Gua.rdlan, 16th May)

BUT THIS IS Australia is to raise her btariffs on foobwear with
effect from today. The preferentlal tariff on boots,
shoes, and slippers from Britain rises from 225 per cent to 25 per
cenb, The increases were announced in the Bouss of Represenﬁaﬁrves'
today by the Minister of Customs and Excise, Mr. Osborne.
: {Manchester Guardian, 17th May)

It deems to be a crime bo buy in the cheapest market these days -
yet consumors themselves support these restrictions on trade. The
incressed Australian tariff on British shocs may well be used as an
argument for an increase in British tariffs on foreign shoes, for will
not British manufacturers need "compensation" for lost trade? Fds.

BOW W& GET SQAKED The rain it raineth every day o

' On the just and on the unjust fella!

But it raineth harder om the just,

Because the unjust hath the just's umbrella,

. - .Anon,
AND THE DISPQSSESSED - Startling figures of the under-cultivation
ARE OVER-POPULATED! of vast farmlands held by whites in Rhodesia

are given irn a report drawn up by Dr. H.G.
Weizmann for the inter-Govermmental Commitbee for Furopean Migration,
of which Rhodosia is o member. He ways that of 30,500,000 acrcs held
by Buropeans in Southern Rhodesia, only 1,100,000 acres are under
crops. Some of the individusl holdings arec over 20,000 acres, In
Northerrn Rhodesin, Huropean farmers hold 4,500,000 acres, of which
only five per cent were under cultivation in 1954,

£73,000F0R CHURCH SITE. Nottingham Corporation has agreed to pay the

Chureh Commissioners £73,167 for Holy Trinity Church, in the city centre.
The corporatior will demolish the church and use the site as a municipal ~
car park. (Mandhester Guardian, 6th June)




COUNTY COUNCIL GETS Land held for agricultural purpcescs by a
WISE TO ESTATE. ~ County Couneil had boen sold for £100,000 an
BUSINESS. acre, and other land compulsorily ecguired
for road improvements had beon of fored To a
major 0il Company, it wos statod at the Committee on Administrative
Tribunals and Inquiries in London yesterday.

(Manchester Guardian, 9th May)

EXTRA SUBSIDY For sgriculbural lime deliverod during tho seoventeon
FOR FARMERS. weeks, 1l4th Moy to 8th September, the present subsidy q
of 60 per cent of the delivored costs is being
incromsed to 70 per cent., For Cornish sca sand the poriod is 4th
April to 3lst July. TParmers do not need to make any special applicm -
ation for the summer subsidy; when the usucl claim form is sent in,
the extra payment will be added to the 60 per ceut subsidy and
spreading contribution.
{Joint Announcement by the Agricultural Departments in Gb. Britain)

Thus are a few more feathers plucked from the hapless taxpayocr
to line the featherebed of the landed intorests!

o “MARESY It is elways right to carry out with all possible
FOR KEYNES enorgy and intelligence the altermative which insofar

as consoguences can be foreseen will leaws tho total

situation botter thon sny other action that one could have taken.
(J .M. Keynos)

Karl Marxz was less ambiguous end perhaps more homest - he simply said
that ‘'the end always justifies tho moansts . :

THE- DEAD SEND UP Overcrowded Jepan, with its population increasing
LAND VAIUES. at the rate of nearly 1,000,000 a year, is short
of space for sverything = including cemeteries.
Burial plots in many cities are in such demand that only one in overy
eight to ten applicants can be accormodated; in Tokio sales are
decided by drawing lobs. To relieve this acute shortage in the cap-
ital, the Tsukiji-Homganji temple, a Buddhist shrine, and an Insurance
Company have together devised a plan to erect Jepan's first "apartmend )
house for the dead" in the form of e four-storey building with 873
lockers (each o hold six urns containing the ashes of the departed) -
to be sold at a price of about £50 per locker, including carcioker
service, It is due to be completed this year, and is sucoessiul the
promoters plan to erect further "aparfment cemeteries®.

(Yanohester Guardian, 2nd May)

Now*s YOUR Mink is 15% below market prices only because our Showe
CHANCE! rooms are away from the high rental area. You are
invited to inspect the lovliest nelw mutation colours
from Natural and Chempagne Mink to Black Diamond. '
(Advert. in the Deily Telegraph, - 29th liay)
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In good times and bad, govermment spending for welfars and relief
keeps rising, now exceeds 1t billion dollars a year. (1 billion =
£830,000,000):  Ald programs that started small, "temporary", have
llngered and grown. After 15 boom years, there are millions on relief,
The texpayer is finding out that there is no ceiling on the amount of
his money that is to be wsed %o help support his follow citizens when
in need.

- The rise in relief is taking placo at a time when nearly everyone
who wants a job can get one, when wagoes are higher than ever before, when
the country as a whole (!) is onjoying unprecedented prosperity. At such
8 time, the total cost of welfure in the fiscal yoar from July lst, 1956,
to June 30th, 1957, is oxpected to be more than 11.4 billion dollars aml
possibly more than 11.6 billions. That would be a new = bub not lasting-
record. Such is the outgrowth of o few small outlays Ffor charity.

When the twenticth century began, cities and counties had their
poorhouses and some orphanages and hospitals, which were rum, in part,
at public expense. The ¥Federal Goverrment gave a helping hand to some |
veterans, if they had boon wounded in war and left partially disabled. |
That was about all. The cost of such programs was a minor part of the |
public budgets, eovon though budgots were much smaller than now.

Howo is-how the anmual bill for helping people looks, after two
decades of social insurance and more than a decade of boom times:

Relief of ths needy, including children, +the blind and aged:

& lithle mors than 3 billions.

Hospitals, medical care for non-veterans: a little more than
8 billions. '
School lunches, ohild welfare, orphaenages, other institutions
and training the disabled: about 800 millions.

Veterans' benofits, inoluding pensions, medioal care,
education: nearly 4,7 billiouns,

#aderal share of all that is more than 6.6 billions =a year. States and
local govermments spend more then 4.8 billions,
(U.S. WEWS & WORLD REPORT, March 1956)

This is Progress and Poverty with a‘vengeance. Some needy there
will always be, bub why is it that in these prosperous times a man




b provide for hig own children? Why oan so fuw poonle reach old
indonondent of cherity? It is not that there iz mot encugh wealtd

= round; At is ra%her its ineccuitable distribution.

The following relovan % extract is from YECOROMICS STMPLIFIHDY,
v E.B, Bowen, M.D. -

R A . . , . .

“Since politiesl cconomy {cconomics) is the sclonso wh
of the nature of wealth and of tThe natural laws poverning iz
e
brd

by and its dis oution smong mep living in scolo
to discovor what it is that prevents the full enjo
and ths pursult o Hap inegs = what it is that o
?rGOlwé_W-lﬁ—lS to the soience of political coonom

and

If anyone doubts Tthat the problom lles somew
production and distribution of wealth, let him cou
publighed by the 1life irnsurance companies.  Givon
Follow thelr history for 40 you a8 SO'WG W
theso will be dead {(X): of th
four {0} will be mederately
supporting; and the other
SWBROT T, Certainly wo on
those who arc poor) out of 65 have been so Tuzy or 6o
in 40 years, if given o fair chance, they could net nave piw
saved cnough Lo give them & competbency for thelr old uzs.
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Eqv then are thoy dependsnt on othors? If this iz nov dus to
themselves, 1t must be causcd by something o

the mon have lived and worked.  Joth our niis

aplitat! over incroasc. Wny then doecs poviyr

condi
waonlth ;
increase with progross onnd advencing wealih?
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WHQ BENEFITS |,
— 1) -

FROM THE SOIL BANK ?

The egricultural policy of the ™Soil Bamk" is ome that plans
to legislate land out of use so as to reducs production of
farm produchs new in overabundant and embarraseing supplics
due t price supports and guaranteed markets, Compensation
is of course payable to farmers by the statbe for feucing off
land and throwing it out of production, Marten Butler of
I1linois, who has operated a 275-acre "home farm" in the
corn belt since 1947, has this %o say of ths plan,

The soil bank plans are forms of prcduotfﬁn control. By reducing
use of land without reducing use of capital and labour, the soil
bank plans tend to shift the amount of labour and capital used in
relation to land. This shift would mean an incresse in the share
of income going to land and a reduction in the shave going to capital
and labour. This means that tho operator-tenant will bo up sgainst
more intensive competition when he atbompts %o rent a farm, and the
rental terms will be steeper in favour of the landwowner. This is
already happening as a result of past and present governmont
préogrames. This increase in land income is reflected in highar
land values. We have seen nearly all the bonefit of price supports
incorporated into the price of land, If the soil bank bill now
before Congress becomes lew, I believe that land inflation will
resume its course, and prices of $700 end $800 per acre will not be
uncomron in LaSalle County. In other words, when you remove
oompetition from the market place, you replace it with ocmpetition
for the means of production. No one but present owners can bencfit.

About half of the boys and girls born on farms today will choose
other employment and leawve agriculture. This has been going on for
many years and will continue, I have heard enough ecrying about
low prices and the exodus of farmers to the city. Each time a
farmer sells out at auation you might think we should hold something
like & funeral service, I would regard the occasion more as a
cause for colebration ~ because it means that we are making rapid
progress in solving the problem of food production. = It meang
that agriculbure has reloased another man to tackle more urgont
broblems that press us on every side.

I realize full well that agriculture may not require my scrvicos
much longer at the price I must ask for them. It disturbs me to
find that some men beliove that tho world owes them a living in the
oocupation they prefer and in the style to which they would like +o
become accustomed. I do not believe that meny Americans will sell
out their heritage of opportunity for the elusive security of a
miserable work ration assured by law. _

(From "The Freeman®)
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‘Once upon a time there was & land which had two industries;
the meking of bread and the making of cake. The people of this
land had conduoted a successful war against their enemies but had
had to borrow from friendly countries to pay for it, As they had
to pay their debbts they had arranged bo fix their currency rates
by decroe, The king knew that it would be the honourable thing for
their debts to be peid, so he gent for Charlie, his chancellor, and
told him to see that their obligations were fulfilled, Charlie in=
strucbed Mickey, tho Mastor of the Mint, to see that moncy wes pro=
vided to pay their debts,

However, aftor a while the friendly countra.es wrote to the king
saying that thoy admnired him and his country wvery much, but as all
their people had at loast one portrait of him in their homes, they
had no neod for any mors., Nor with the greatest of respoct did they
need any more autographs of their chief cashier, They were being eas
nice about the whole thing as they could; they were all very tired
of wars = they would prefer, in fuiure, to be paid in their own
currency or they would not bo so friendly.

The king sont for Charlie and asked his advice. Charlie said
that it wes obvious what the trouble was, the country was not exporte
ing cnough cake, the people had been eating too much cake instead of

' exporting it to pay their debts., They must stop eating cake until
i their debts were paid. The next day he apnounced that the people must
make a sacrifice for their countryts honour end for a while, until
thoir debts had boen paid, the people werc to iive by bread alone,
Nono-thewloss, they would all go forward hopeful in the future, taking
with them the cortainty thet this great sacrificoe would lay the
~ foundetion for a groat and glorious age. '

The Chancellorts annoumcement awoke the soclal conscience of the
entire community and thoy all worked harder then they had done before
- thoy had to! The output of ocake por man went up stoadily, bocause
wnfortunately all the money that Mickoy thoe Mint Magter had made,
could only buy broad - and broad wos very exponsive. Although the
rich had plenty, the poorer poople found it almost impossible to get




sufficient to live, Now it was only fair that the poor should have
more wages, so all tho workers were given more money ... svenbtuslly
a little for the pensioners. This made Mickey wery busy indeed,

but he was both a conscientious and a oclever civil servant snd rose
manfully to overcome the new ohallenge to his efficiomey. After all,
the paper money which the foreigners would not acospt - the people
at home had to!

Although it had been a common practice for the pooreor wives to
go out to work, the not so poor wives had to go out bo work too, in
order that they could have as much bread as thelr compotriobs. Howe
evor, they worc all very patriotic and preotended that they really
didn't have to do it at all, dnd called it "pin money® as they couldutt
pin down where it all went te. Lot nono deory the Chancellor in this
matber, There wos none more patrictic than he - only he oalled it
"emancipation®, which is a far botiter word to use in spoochos.

More serious was the problem of the oxport of cake; tho increases
in the ocost of bread, with resulting increases in wagos, had incroaged
the costa of production of cake and it was bocoming harder and harder
to sell, In fact some of their customers wore making their own. The
king didn't know whalt to doj everything Chorlie hod done turned ouk
wrong. So ho oalled the Chancellor to him and told him ho was not satig-
fied at all; his people were poor = many did not hove sufficient bread -

and the country was unable to pay its dobts, Charlie said it was
obviously the money that was the csuse of all the trouble, even the
children of tho poor had ten times as much pocketmoney as he had when he
was a boys The king said there was & lot of nonsonse somewhere and he

- was going to slecp on it bubt he was fod up with Chorlic as o Chancellor

and Charlic would sleep that night in one of the castle dungsons.

Thinking over tho money problem the king remembored what a good
job Mickey had done. It was olean, cheap moncy which Mickey had supplied
officiently to meet all the govermment's needs. Mickey must be rewsrded!

e " He had, as o public servant, carried out

ot "his orders and must not be blamed for the
orders that he had eorried out. So whon
he ordered his guards to take tho Chan- .
collor and lock him up he called for
Mickey and made him Sir Michael, Grand
Vaster of the Mint. Which of course is
the origin of the expressions "0Oh, what
a Charlie!" and "Don't take tho Mickoy!™

Who succceded Charlie? Oh! David the
Devaluer, but that is the semc story!

R:HGHQJ.




JUSTICE AD  BEREVOLEHCE i

"That justice is the highest quality in the moral hierarchy
I do not say; but that it is the firet, That vwhich is above
justice must be based on justice, and include justice, and be
reached through justice... A4s the individual must be just E
before he con bs truly generous, so must human soclety be buoied
upon justice before it can be based on hencvolence,” {H.George)

How read the following, written by the Scot, Patrick Bdward
Dove, gome thirty years carliier 3

A very simple comsideration will place in & clear encugh
light the difference botween tho negative character of justice
and the positive character of benovolence, If all men wore
gocially pussive, and did not in anywise interfere with each
other, therc would be tho perfection of justice, while thore
might be the totsl ahbsence of benevolonce,

Ho rule of justice can over criginate an interference, All
interforence basod on justioe is consuquentialj that is, the
consequence of a prior act of interforcncc, which requirss to be
coryrected, All primary interferonce, contrary to the wiil of the
person interfered with (he being of sound mind,sober, cho.) is
en injustico, The cssenbianl charactor of injustice consists in
the forcible interforence of one man with anothor: nor is any
man Justified in constraining apmother te reccive oven & bonefid
(or what nine hundred ard nincty men ocut of a thousand would
proneunce & benefik) against his will, The essentisl character
of injustice is, tho overboaring of one man's will by another
mants force or fraud., fAnd no rule or principle of cquity can
evcr vriginate such an interforenco,

The wholo schoeme of justice, therefore, is cssontially and
radically restrictive, and all its positive rules, or rules which
Justify or commend interferonce, will be found to consist of thesc
which Justify tho rostoration of things to thot condition in which
they would hawve beon had thers beon uo interforonce, That is,
whenover the negative state of nonsinterference has boen departod
from, and the eguilibrium of cquity destroyed, justice furnishos
rules for vpositive interference, whereby the negative state may
bo rostored, end the equilibrium of equity ro~established.

Bonevolonce, on tho ocontrary, supposes that men shall be
socielly active; not that they shall inderfere with cach othof
without comsent, but that they shall take a constant intorest in
cach othoris welfarce, and be ready to offor the holping hand of
symputhy when sorrows fall upon their brethren,  Benevolencc
coxnot infringe justico, it only superedds more than justice could
roquirs, '




Westmins ter

Westminster
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(Koyﬂas Ehp%oymynt “heﬁrlvs) Review and Grltlﬁdl dige=
cugsion. Refreshments,

Tucsday 26th June, (from 6.30 p.m,} Great Smith St.
ES?TZL”E?CBLTET”KL, D, Soughan will present perscnsl
travelopgue covering mountainesring in the Scuthern
Alps and in the Himalayag and also general travel pic-
tures of Singapore and Malaye, Burma, Pekigban, Italy
end France with the aid of coloured siilis and prow

" jector. Refreshments.

Thursday 5th July. {at 7 p.m.) Church House, Groab

Ilford,

Smith Street. Mr. R, J, RENNIE who has just reobturned
from Russia will give sn account of hiz impressions
and show piotures he tock during his vigit as a deles
gate of the Elootrical Supply Industry. IMr., Remnis
is Dirscctor of the Scobbish Henry George School.

Wodnesday, 4th July. (from 7 p.m.} Ilford Club. Social
evening and fidm strip "Too Iittle Spending® (Keynes
Employment Thoories). Review and critical discussion,
Refreshrents.

Palmers Green,Wednesday, 20%h Junc., (from 7 p.m.) Samsritan Hall.

Sccial evening and film strip “Too Littlc Spending"
(Reynes Employment Theories)}. Review and oribienl dige
eussion. Reireghments,

et sy sl s ol el o ke ke ke

Tatora Conferoncos

Three one-day counferences for btubors and potential

tutors arc to be held ot 4 Grest Smith Street from

10,50 a,m. to 5.30 pem, on Juns 30th; July 14th and
July 28th. ‘




